
 

FROM: 1505 (Lt C(1 Stone/2116) 

SUBJECT: SARCO ror Repot'', for BIGOT 02A & 02B 

TO: DO 

12 Feb 1971 

1. An unsuceesarul raiser.° wus attomptod on 3-6 of February 1971 for Bigot 
02k &02B. The aircraft, an FL4, wont down at approximately 1115 3 Feb 
6 milos north of Dolta 22. Tho reason for bailout is unknown however, 
Bigot 02B stated that there was an aircraft relfunction. This report will 
cover those activitica relating to the SAR forcoa during rescue effort. 
All tiros ore Thailand local. 

2. Sandy 01 & 02, 03 and 04 wore launchod at 1145. Sandy 01 & 02 proceeded 
dircctly to the 70sitlen of the survivor. Sandy 03 & 04 escorted Jolly 
Grocn 56 & 60 ton an initial holding point of 100/90/89. Sandy 01 was 
ap:einted on sceno commanaor at approximatoly 1230. When Sandy 01 establiahed 
contact with Bigot 02A & 0213, 02A stated that ho was in good shape and had 
no injuries. 02'3 stnted - let his back was hurt, but he was alright. 
AP1roximatoly 30 minutcs after Sandy 01 and 02 arrived on scene, Bigot 02A 
stated ho had ma/sweat very eloo to his position. Shortly thereafter he 
atated, "they aro shoo -Ung at me, I'm hit, I'm hit. Help me: Help me!" 
(Ateh 1, Aftor this t•anamiasion no other contact was made with Bigot 02A. 
Sandy 01 & 02 attompted to penotrato the overcast, but the weather was right 
on top of the Karst an they were forced to climb back on tap of the 6500 foot 
overcast. Nail 59, 23 and 42 worked in the area and also attempteL to find 
a hole and pene'rate the cvercast, but their efforts were to no avail. Sandy 
01 & 02 turned ka scone command to Sandy 03 at 15:30 and returned to base. 
(At ch 2). 

3. Sandy 03 & 04 had been holding with tho Jolly Greens and had reached 
bingo fuel after 30 minutes as on scone commandor. Sandy 05 & 06 had been 
acrambled from 1Thon and Sandy 07 & 08 had boon scrambled from Bien Hoa. 
Sandi' 07 & 08 am:iumed tho role of Jolly Green escort and Sandy 05 relieved 
Nail 41 an on scone commander at 1630. hobo 30, 31, 22 and 23 were diverted - 
from their missions and proceeded to the area of the SAR. Sandy 05 was able to 
find a hole and attempted to penetrato the overcast. Ho penetrated the overcast 
and'broke out at 500 foot above tho ground. After getting down there was no 
place to go duo to the poor visibility and the Earst hidden in the clouds. 
Sandy 05 climbed back on top and with Nail 63 and Wolf 04 began to pinpoint 
the survivors location with TACAN and DE. The fine work of Nail 63, Wolf 
04, and Sandy 05 gave a very accurate location of the objective and this 
position was used throughout the rest of the SAR effort. Darkness forced 
the SAR forces to withdraw from the area. Bod down instructions were given 
to J..J.got 02B and a check in night procedure for night coverage woo established. 
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4, The firot days effort conaisted of 8 Sandy acaf , 4 Hobo etrike aircraft, 
4 A-1 CeOko aircraft an 4 Irailo. Also, an unhnowee last movars wore avail-
able for the effort. (Atoll 4) 

5. atensive proparations worn made dnrine the night for tho first light 
effort of 4 Feb 1971. The doployod A-1 alocraft from Bien Noe and Ubon were 
recovered at NIT as well as tho Jolly Groona from Ubon. Four moro Jolly Greens 
from Udorn worn also deployed to NO, giving a total of eight Jolly Green 
resoureoe at MT. Jokor established 0600 as first light and briefings and 
tako off timos wore based on this time. The first six Sandy pilots, two 
nmoko pilots, four Jolly Geoon crows, Vail 45 and King 21 were briefed at 
0400. The Sandy pilots wore briefed on tho call signs of Mig cap, Ironhand, 
Wo-52, Napo, fast mover amoko, and Favowae. They wore also informed that 
Naoiolo othor typos of ordnance would bo available through King 21, the AMC. 

6. Overnight cap was provided Bigot 02D by the Nails and one Candle. Nail 
contacted •ho survivor at 1940, 2030, and 2115. Nail 72 also reported 

being shot at during the night through tho clouds. Ho described the burst 
one kilometer oast of his position, -which was 092/86/89, as black airburat 
lmiliar to an airburst of a MK-82. No contset was made with the survivor 

frau 2115 until Nail 82 made contact at 0415. The weather in the area was 
reported as 8/8 with tops 7000 feet. Bases were unknown. 

7. The first of the SAR forcoo launched between 0530 & 0615. They consisted 
of eight Jolly Greens and four A-1 Sandy aircraft. Sandy 01 & 02 proceeded 
to the area of the survivor and Sandy 03 & 04 escorted the Jolly Greens to 
an initial holding point of 113/50/89. A final holding' point was established 
at 091/79/89 to got tho Jolly Groona closer to the survivor's position in the 
evont,a pickup was attempted. Sandy 01 & 02 arrived in .the area of the 
survivor at approximately 0610 and rolievod Candle 2, as on scene commander. 
Radio contact was ostablishod with Bigot 0211 and he stated he was being 
fired on from 100 meters. The weather in the area was right on the trees 
and Sandy 01 d 02 wore unable to penetrate the overcast. (Atoll 5) 

8. Sandy 05 h 06 launched at 0840. Nail 41 and Wolf 06 were also on scene. 
A fo.4 breaks wore beginning to appear in the overcast to the South and West 
of tle survivors position. Sandy 05 requoatod Pavoways and instructed Nail 
41 t3 put them in on the route structure that could be seen through the 
overcast in the vicinity of Ban Korai Paso. However, bc -fore at :Ices could 
ho put in, tie) weather closed in and the only ordnance that could be put in. 
was CBU-49. SAM and MIG calls were being broadcast almost coutlnoublY. 
37P2 and 851':.1 antiaircraft fire was being directed at the SAR forces during 
the entire period. Wolf 06 reported RHAW indication of gun laying radar. 
Bigot 02B Was requested to nake a choch of his spare radio. This he did 
and it chocked loud and clear. Sandy 11 & 12 arrived on scene at 1315 and 
relieved Sandy 05 FA: 06, (ltch 6) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
9. Sandy 11 an,: 12 arrived on nceno at 1315 and continued to search for a 
wey to penetrate the overcast end pinpoint the survivors position on the 
ground. Sandy 11 final3y wee' able to penetrate the 300 foot overcast, uaing 
OF cute from :ho aurviveno radio, and pinpoint his position. Bigot 0211 
reported that thoro was no ground fire on Sandy 11 for the first four or five 
pteeses, but he reported small arma firo on passes South of his position. The 
small armo fire was coon Joined by 231';% feou the East. Sandy 12 penetrated 
the overcast and reported zru fire. Sandy 12 put down a dud M,47 boMb on a 
hill west of the survivor to use as an IP for tho Jolly Green. Another 23M1 
ntartod shooting at this time and the fire became very accurate. Sandy 11 
took a couple of hits in the loft and right wing. After a look over, the 
battle daring° was aenosood as not significant and Sandy 11 instructed Sandy 12 
to bring the Jolly Green under the clouds. Sandy 11 received several airbursta 
of 23MM directly in front of him and aborted the - pickup attempt. Sandy 11 
jottisonud his atoree, left Sandy 12 as on scone commander and returned to 
NKP. (Atch 7) 

10. Sandy 09 & 10 had scrambled from Da Nang at 1330 and proceeded to the area 
of the survivor. Sane.y 09 received on scene command from Sandy 12 and instructed 
Smoke 41 and 42 to tako the Jolly Greens back to the forward holding point. 
Sandy 09'locatEd the survivor and brought Seedy 10 down through the clouds to 
assist him. Sandy 10 took a 23MM in his right wing and returned to base. 
Sandy 09 then brought Sandy 15 down, briefed him and then returned to NIU. 
(Atch 8) 

11. Sandy 15 bocamo too on scone commander at 1700. Tho eeeatber had deteriorated 
to 300-500 foot. Sandy 15 appraised the ground fire situation, which consisted 
of in, automatic weapons, and much small arms fire, and detorminod that it 
would be iMpousible to suppress too ground fire and have good probability OA 
a helicopter survive a pickup attompt. Sandy 15 gave the survivor instructions 
for another night on the ground and tanned on scone command to Nail 52 at 1745. 
All SAR forces returned to base at 1800. (Atch 9) 

12 e  The SAR effort of 4 February 1971, consioted of 16 11-.1 Sandy aircraft, 4 
A-1 Smoke aircnaft, 8 Jolly Greens, and 5 Nails. An unknown number of wolf 
FACE and fast mover strike aircraft were also used during the day. (Aetch 10) 

13. Ovornight preparations for the effort of 5 February 1971, were similior to 
those of the previous night. All deployed Sandy aircraft were returned to 
NO' along with eight Jolly Groene. Kinn 21 arrived NKP at 0315 and a briefing 
was conducted at 0400 for King 21, Sandy 01 through 06, 4 Jolly Greens and 
Smoke 41 & 42. Tho call signs of Mig cap, Ironhand, and Faveways and strike 
eiroreft were briefed. Overnight coverage of the survivor was provided by 
Nail 99, 96, 76 and 68. No voice contact was made with the survivor during 
the night. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
The SAR effort of 5 Fob 1971 otartod with the launch of Nail 45 at 0520. 

four Jolly Groom, were airborne by 0555. Candy 01 proceeded to the area 
and relieved Nail 45 as on neon() comeandor. Sandy 03 and 04 escorted the 
Jolly Greens to thn initial holding fix. Sarely 01 establiehed vole° contaot 
with the survivor and determined that: (1) He was still using his radio (2) 
Ho still had one canteen of water (3) He wan in good condition (4) He was 
in - el spirits and optimistic about his chances for roscuo (5) There was no 
movement around him  (6) No gum a had boon moved into his position during the 
night. Sandy 01 asked Bigot 02B if he could move over the ridge line and 
Sigref. 02 replied that there was two gun° on the ridge line and he didn't 
thie it was a good idea. Bigot 0213 otated that the weather was right on 
the trecs. Every attempt to penetrate the overcast by Sandy 01 was futile. 
(Atch 11) 

15. Sandy 07 relieved Sandy 01 as on scone commander, established voice contact 
with the earvivoe and continued to search for a hole end an area where the 
coiling would allow flight over the nurvivor's position. Each attempt was 
unsuccessful, Nail 43 and Wolf 04 wore in the area and Sandy 07 requested 
pavewey to cut the road that was visible north Ban Karai Pass. A short time 
after 1100 Nail 43 reported that Bigot 02B came up on the radio three times 
in about fivo minutes. Sandy 07 hoard the last two transmissions which were 
indistinguishable, but wore in an excited whispered tone. This was the last 
known voice contact with Bigot 02D. Sandy 07 & 08 continued to search for a 
way to get over tale survivor's position and during the search strafed a truck 
on the route structure leading to the survivor's location. (Atch 12) 

6. Sandy 09 aosumed on scone comeand from Sandy 07 at 1330 and attempted to 
establish voice contact on all of the survival frequencies. At 1400 the 
wcathor began to brook and Sandy 07 could see tho surviveraocation. However, 
no voice or beeper contact could be Indio. Sandy 07 & 08 continued to circle 
the survivor's position and antiaircraft guns began to fire. This included 
23M„ 372M and 57 or 851,21. Sandy 13 and 14 were on their Iry to the scene 
and Sandy 09 started to brier them when adng 21 stated Illgs were in the area 
and oug, este(' all SAR forces withdraw. Sandy 09, 10, 13 and 14 withdrew and 
returned to Base. (Atch 13 & Atch 14) 

17. All SAR forces returned to NKP. The effort for the day cenoist,d of 14 
Sandy, 6 Jolly Greens, anl 4 Nails. The number of fast mover strike and FAQ 
aircraft is unknown. CAtch 15) 

18. Coverage over the survivor Wft3 again provided by the Nails. No voice or 
bec:esr contact was established during tho night and joker directed that a 
modified effort be made for tho 6th of February 1971. Two Sandy Aells would 
launch with four on ground alert. Six Jolly Greens and four Smoke would remain 
on alert at NKP. sandy 01 and 02 launched at 0710 and proceeded to the area. 
The weather was again overcast and no voioo or beeper contact could be established. 
Sandy 01 and 02 returned to base and no other Sandy aircraft were launched, 

19e During this SAR effort a total of 40 Sandy aircraft flew, 18 Jolly Greens 
Sorties, 13 Nail Sorties and 4 Hobo Strike Sorties. (Atch 4, 10, 15, 16) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

20, This SAR effort wan unsuccessful. We ask ourselves a series of 
questions to determine why. Th000 questions are: (1) was there anytime 
during the extended period of this effort that a pickup could have boon 
attempted with reasonable ansuranco of success? (2) What were the biggest 
stuMbling blocks to success? (3) How would we do it, if it had been done 
over again? (4) Would any of the Sandy low leads have any reason for self 
recrimination? Letts start with the first question and determine if a pickup 
attempt coule., have boon made. The first time that the overcast was penetrated 
and the survivors position was pinpointed was approximately 1330 on 4 Fob, 
the second day of the CAR. Sandy 11 located the survivor and moved the Jolly 
Greens into a position for pickup. Sandy 11 received heavy ground fire, 
sustained battlo damage, and was forced to withdraw (Atch 7). Sandy 09 was 
on tcone and both 09 and 10 received battle damage (Atch 8). Sandy 15 and 
wore tho laat Sandy aircraft on scone on tho 4th of Feb and in his statement 
Sandy 15 states: "It was impossible to sufficiently suppress t.iel ground fire 
and have a cDod prebatLlity of having a helicopter survive a pickup attempt." 
(Atch 9). GA 5 Fob the weather was penetrated, but there was no voice or 
beeper contact which indicated that there was no longer an objective. The 
environment around tho survivor made it impossible for the A-1 to operate 
without being endangered by ground fire. A helicopter is much more vunerable 
and I honestly believe that it would have been shot down. In view of these 
facts I do not believe a pickup could have been made. Now let's look at the 
stumbling blocks to success. First of all the weather was the biggest factor 
in this unsuccessful SAR. At no time did we have Weather conditions that 
would allow the uso of all tho airpowcr that we had at our disposal. Another 
factor was the very hostile environment that the survivor was down in. 
The quantity and quality of antiaircraft defences mado it necessary to use 
suppressive air power against them and without good weather this was impossible 
without endangering tbo survivor. I feel that a survivor can he picked up: 
in a non hostile environment with bad wodthor or in a hostile environment 
with good wonthor. With bad weather and a hostile environment, the chances 
of a successful pickup are nil. Hou would we do the SAR if we had to do It 
again? First, the principals employed by the SAR forces wore sound. The 
only point that can be made is the excessive radio transmissions made to the 
objective and the replies that ho was en.pectod to make. When tho weather 
is completely unworkable, a TACAN radial and DME is close .enough for Sandies. 
If the weather starts to break or the survivor calls and says that it is 
imp7oving, then a pinpoint electronic search should be conducted. Excessive 
transmissions by the survivor or the SAR forces could very easily give his 
position avy to onemv forces. EliminntinS excessive transmissions not 
only will e;:tend the life of the survivors radio, but may also deny the 
enemy information as to his position. 
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GONFIDENTIAL 
Please do not miflunderstInd, if it is necessary to us() the radio, uae it. 
Tho fourth quostion fyls to bo dIreotod to all the Sandy Pilots in the wing. 
There han boon some solf recrimination by tho pilots and we want to prevent 
a situation that could dovolop a3 a result of theca feelings. After a 
study of all of tho stitc:lents mad() by the Sandy Pilots, there is no doubt 
that each and every mombor of the SAR Force did everything in their power 
'o make a succoauful pickup. The Sandy pilots must always remember that 
whom the Nolicoptors aro comilittod, theo tut be a reasonable chance of 
success. Although there 13 a feeling o: "maybe" among the •Sandiss, all 
vou have to do is think how you would feel if a Helicopter had been committed 
nd boon shot down. Do not rush to commit a Holicoptar in the future. The 

'baalo princi?als of soarch and rescue still apply and if ueed will produce the 
desired results, crow mombors rescuod. 

EER3ERT H. STONE, Lt Colonel, USAF 	 16 Ateh 
SAR.30 

1. Statement for Nail 62 
2. Statement for Sandy 01/62 
3. Statement for Sandy 05 
4, Flying Schedule 
5. Statement for Sandy 01/02 
6. Statormont for Sandy 05/06 
7. Statement for Sandy 11 
8. Statement for Sandy 09 
9. Statement for Sandy 15/16 
10. Flying Schedule 
11. Statement for Sandy 01 
12. Statement for Sandy 07/08 
13, Statement for Sandy 09/10 
14. Statement for Sandy 13/14 
15, Flying Schedule 
16. Flying Schedule 
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CONFIUENILtL  

09 et 

Sl'ot for 13Itaii: 

waG serN.1111 ,41 rrola Dc! ii:Aug at 1330 	time. I proceeded to the 
Jol]y holdiAg point and took the Jolly escort from Sandy 07 at 1440. 
A: pro-,cibia Ty ten rali tes kter S:nrisly 11 sent his wingman up to take Jolly 
Green 57 down to the irnn tn atIseci; ,t a pickup. Sondy 11 said the weather 
was too low for all four Slhlys to work with the Jolly during thb pickup; 
no myself and uty wingiunn (..;,ndy 10, Cpt iiamos) stayed with the high Jolly 
in thc holdirAl; arca. As ...sandy 12 took the Jolly down, Sandy 11 stated a 

h::rd just opened uT, oa 	aud ho had tlkch a hit. Sandy 12 gave the 
J011;t to Jook.:.. 41 rz 42 to .e:leort back to the hnldig arcs. Sandy 12 then 
went to oscori; his ler:dor hack. Sal:ay 11 h ,d ::ot briefed the newt low 
6, 10d.i yet, rind aftc-r ntrit.L4 hc could .itn alone he sent Sandy 12 back to 

the. area. The 4o; ;:s. :;e1' -dulcd 3:-.;idy low w-s not in the cea yet, 
no I lert Likcl 41 C44 to f.ncort Vie Jollys ruld I went down with 12 to 

. 1 ook over Oh are. rind .:nt briefed. -;;;,, wingman held above the low ceiling 
L-til I was ruady for him to cone down. As wo apiroached the survivors 
aroa . GaLdy 12 had an nirborst Co off very close to him and ho thought he 

damage- ';Ic left tho immedilte areo and I checked him over. He appeared 
be ok but was low on fuel. cattopted to 7elocite the srvivors area 

4.s.At duo to the low coiling we could not. At this point Sandy 12 P.TBtd 
becauso of low fuel fold I becaNic the on scene commander. The woather at 
this time wan miniNlum workable but I had to go through the process of 
relocating the survivor. I conducted an electronic search above the clouds, 
then dropped down underneath for a visual fix. After approximately 30 
mirtutos I loer,tod the survivor. During this time I haderelocated a 37mai 
and also took fire from a Zir6 a1211roxiviately 400 motors south of tho sur-
vivor. The 37mm could not depress is fire enough to be a real threat 
sihce he wan alvont mile east of the area. After trolling for ground 
fire and clrecLig an ingress/egrens route, I determined that the ZPU 
could he avoided using terrain r.-.9.51tiri:T„ No ground firo was observed along 
the selected route. I ottemptld to msrk an IP, but '44-47 did break open. 
11.y second WP bomb would not rolease. At thin point I went back on top to 
pick up my wingaon and have him IlLark with his ;A-47ts. The weather had 
colic, overcast and I IvId to rely on my knowledge of the terrain to make an . 
IFR letdown. Once undo:- the Weather I showed my wingman the area and 
route and we were preparing to mar% the IP. 4 miug17,an made a turn south 
of the survivor, hear the road, :14 took a 23;:r.1 hit in the wing. Be 
jettisoned ;.is load ri.! headed went toward NIC.Pwith me in trail, After 
determining :le was able to RTD alone, I took Sandy 15 (Maj Keeler) down 
and showed him tho orca and briefed him. I then had to ?TB due to low. 
ruol. It was about 1700 local at that time. Enroute t NKP I discovered 
I had taken some hits from the ZPU. 1:o major damago and RTB was unevent-
ful. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

itc;ITIVL 	;;AiiDY C,9 C. 10 
SAil for OIGOT 0211 (CUIWD) 

t;lo tf.lc I world pith )it 0.2 iC ooundcd fit and in ronsonable 
spirits with no bad guya in his imacdilto nrea. 

Cnptiin , 1.1:3AF 
SANDY 09 
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CONIIDENTIAL 
AThJi:',1; T 

1V16 S,"La. liZAJ.t? 

SaAdy 15/16 'l';j Kecdor /1,% 	unrc launched at 1450 4 Feb 71 to 
escort two Jolly Greens to :Alo initial holding point and to the final 
holding point as required. Approximately 10 minutes after launch the 
On Scene Comander (WC), Sandy 11 0  took Iits which forced him to RM. 
fie was in Q.) process of ;Jotting up for a ricku? a V.ompt„ 

OSC was then turned over to Sandy 12, who called Sandy 15 for an ETA 
to the snrvivors area so he could brief Suldy 15 on the situation and 
release 030 to Sandy 15. Since Sandy 15 was some distance out and 
and Sandy 12 was short of fuel, Sandy 09 and 10 were relieved from 
Jolly escort duty and bricfod on the 7.urvivor3 position. Sandy 09 
the -  took over 83 OSO. Smoke 41-44 then became the Jolly escorts. 

Sanly 09 found the survivor and proceeded to get his forces tor,ethor 
for a pickun attempt. JhIic ho was briefing his wircmn, the wingman 
took a 231m. round in .t.ne rignt wingtip and had to jettison his ordnance 
and 

Sandy 09 Oen took Sandy 15 undor the weather and pointed out the 
survivor and a proposed ingress ronLo for the Jolly Greens. Sandy 15 
took over 030 at ,1:199. 

The wenthor was now overcast with bozos approximately 2800' to 3000 1  
iiSL which grvc 300 1  to 500 ceiling to work, under. After looking 
the area over and observing =Ai fire, automatic weapon fire and much 
small axon fire in Lho vicinity of the s" .vivor, Sandy 15 decided it 
was impossible to sufZiciontly :;uppyess e ground fire and have a 
good probability of havinc a helicopter survive a pickup attempt. 
Sandy 15 then gave instructions to the survivor for another night in 
the weeds. Sandy 15 turned 030 over to Nail 52 at 1745 local and 
returned to Base. 

WALTEttU. KEELUI, i•iajor, USAF 
Jilj:DY 15 

JOHN W. KILAND, 1LT, USAF 
SANDY 16 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
0. I, • 

L;(.;;OULE 

- 	i 	.111 

4 Fob 1971 

Sennfrer 	01 0535 / 	- , On Scene Commander 
;Anger 0535 4,2 
aagon 	03 0542 4.7 On Scene Coander 
Col. Rauch 	04 4.7 
..)onaldoon 	05 4.9 On Scone Commander 
;lathers 	06 w40 4.9 
Young 	07 0940 5.4 
Anderson 	08 0940 5.4 
6mith 	09-  1328 4.0 On Scone Commander 

Battle Dr:mage 
Hawes 	3.0 1323 3.6 IVE-Battle Damage 

Hole in Wing 
Wolcott 	11 1210 3.3 On Scene Commar.der 

IFE-Battle Damage 
Rentz 	12 1,10 4.0 On Scene Cnmmander 

Suspected little Damage 
Place. 	13 1505 3.4 
Madden 	14 1505 3.4 
Keeler 	15 1447 3.7 On Scene Comgander 

Escort JB 54 & 56 
Kilund 	16 1447 3.7 

4011 	240.ko 41 1413 3.4 
Miller 	42 1413 3.4 
Ldans 	43 1455 3.4 
Witt 	44 1455 3.4 

Yarzer 	Naia 45 0605 4.6 
C01. Rouch 	2) 1500 2.7 
McCaslin 	41 0925 4.6 
Brahmer 	51 1215 2,5 In-Low 011 Pressure 
Chenovey 	52 1430 4.7 

Carron 	G 54 1430 ).8 
Cal:ihan 	56 1430 3.8 
Block 	57 1032 7.1 
ncocorgo 	6Q 1032 7.1 
cal:Lihan 	62 0530 6.0 
Carmon 	55 0530 6,0 
McGeorge 	60 0615 1.4 
Rei11y 	61 0615 .1.4 
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CONF1DENTi.. 
REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: Major Wolcott 

SUBJECT: Bigot 02 Bravo SAR 

TO; SARCO 

Sir: 

On 5 Feeruery my call sian was Sandy 05. Captain Keeter was on 
my wing as - Sandy 06. We were back-up for the first-light effort. 
We were launched by Teepeo to replace Sandy 01 and 02, who aborted 
before take-off. We assumed their call signs and proceeded to the 
SAR are:, arriving there shortly after first-light. 

I assumed on-scone-command from Nail 45 and made radio =tact with 
the survivor. As directed by the SARCO, I asked him a nuMber of 
questions. In response I received the following answers among 
others. 

(1) He was still using his frist radio. 

(2) Ho still had one canteen of water. 

(3) He was in good condition with no back problems. 

(4) He was in good spirits and optimistic about hie Chances 
for rescue. 

(5) There was no movement around him. 

(6) Na guns had been moved into his position during the night. 

I then asked him if he could move. When he answered in the affirmative, 
I recommended that he move over the ridgeline to tho north of his 
position. We had taken most of the groundfire th:previous day from 
the south and east, aid I believed we would have a chance of rescuing 
him despite the inability to use fast movers if he could go over the 
hill. He reported that there were TWO Guns" on the ridgeline. 
I had not seen them the previous day, but he was certainly the 
expert in the area, so we told him to stay where he was. 

When T asked about the ceiling, he reported it to be on the tree-tops. 
I than told him to turn his radio off and to come up every 30 Minutes 
with a very short transmiaeion. I instructed him that transmitting 
reduced his battery life much more than receiving. 

noxt move was to try to get under the overcast. When he finally 
reported it to be up to 100 feet, I searched every hole to the west 
and south for an entrance. Every attempt was thwarted by karsts 
which protruded into the clouds. 
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CONFIDENHAL 
After four and a half very fru3trating hour3 I turned over 'Lila. 
on-seens-oommand to Major Donaldson, Sandy 07. 

a / 	. WC- 0,CA 

JOHN J. Corzyrr, Major, USAF 
Sandy 01 
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CONFIDENTH:i. 
a 7. L. 	4. L' 

07 & 08 - 1WIJ DONALD3OhAt Col Hagan - 5 Feb 71 

Jandy 07 & 03 were launched at 0950 local to assume on scene comma!ld of 
the 	Wo veplaced :jaody 03 and 02. Wolf 04 and Nail 43 wero the FACS. 
Ucather in the ar^a was undqrcnst froN 10 iilcs west of the survivor's 
po:jtion all the way to the cast and north. Tops at 4500 /  to 5000' and 
the bottoms at 2200' to 2400'. Contact with the survivor had bocn estab-
lished by 3andy 01 and no statod he was in good spirits. Only hourly con-
tact was being used to conserve travo's batteries.. 

Soon after arriving in the area we began looking for holes in the under-
cast in which to Co  underrcath to search 'for A route wheroby we could find 
the 5urvivor aJid bcc,iu to suppross thr hoavy groundfiro of the previous 
day. Several hlirtn of 23mm were noted north of Bravo's position. We 
We stationed the Nail richt over the :;urvivortr; position, backed off to 
the lorthwcst abm , t five miles fuld hNd %]ie Nail give us hold-downs on 
UHF in order to L:ot a DF to the survivor. We found several thin spots in 
the 'Jndercast and let down to 3000' indicated, hoping tu break out in one 
of tle'valleys. The hiZnest mal.kcd tfrain in the arc was 280C'. This 
procedure was unsuccessful duo to low weather. Next we went down near 
the route øt acturo where it wns beginning to break up, let down VFR to 
the valley f3:)or end proceeded back north in hopes of finding a usable 
route. This too was unsuccessful because the bottoms of the clouds at 
:'.200 1  to 2400' net the rising terrain approxinately two klicks from Bravo's 
position. We again placed the Nail over Bravo's position and attempted 
the DF steer techniquo from the southeast and the north. We could never break 
out of the wolther even though we descended to 3000' inaicated. 

;Itch of the route structure was now visible to the south and we requested 
the doll' FiiC to get soL,e pavoways to cut tho road north of Ban Korai Pass. 
This ordnance WA3 roquestod about 1030 local but to my knowledge was not 
on scene u itil about 1300 local. At 1100 local the survivor checked in as 
briefed and we continued to look for a route to his location. Sometime 
after local 1100, the Nail said he heard Bravo come up on the radio three 
times in about five minutes. Sandy 07 heard the last two of those trans-
missions and it sounded as if Bravo was excited and was whispering into 
the microphone. This was tho last known voice contact with Bravo. 

Oo 41,3ain left the 14E111 holding high so he could listen for Bravo's trans-
missions and also give us DF stors while we were underneath the overcast. 
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fA  
1 	 n 1 A 

JX:LY 07 & 	(GUITID) 

At o .1.13/.-inately 1230 local we dt,cided to fly east under tlio wc, thor until 
ue cao to o or.oent or the rolJa:, 	 thAt wls south of Bravo's 

lcd directl north to tile ;;Iall trai] he wns thought to be on. 
.4it. a point about two klicks south of Bravo we found a largo ID P whore the 
road went through a narrow vnlley.'e!(.3 st'.omptod to tarn north just short 
-)f 

 
the IX but the weather c!Ine down to the top of tho karst at 2200' in&i-

ted. 

L:andy 07 then flow ovor toward th,.: Lai' with tho intentions of perhaps flying 
rii;lit up the road. Ne noted a truck on the road in the IDP and about th.c.t 
time ..;andy 0:1 called out nii.hursto right off 07's tIll. Tho truck in the 
Rh' was noted to also be firillg =le typo of outomatie weapon. Sandy 07 shot 
both Lau 3 pods into tho Ilk nod strfcd the truer with 2Orn„, As he neared 
the pass ho cou3d look to the north nod rme that the clouds ainmot the 
valley floor about 500 meters Jorth of the pass. This final bit of dis-
covery prove that the wonther ia the survivorIs area wan unI.Jorkable. 

At L300 loeL , nndy 07 & 08 had to clinb back on top and go to loiter 
power due to low fuel. Thoy were relieved at approximately 1325 local by 
Sandy 09 a 10. 
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On Feb 5 at 32:40 local, :;andy's 09 & 10 took off to proceed to tho 
area of the CiAR for ilicot 0%i .3. We arriv'd overhead at about 1:20 
local and received a briefing from .;,..uidy 07. hie said they had loot 
contact with the survivor at 11:30 and the weather was too bad to 
Cot under to work. 41; 1330 3andy 09 took on scene command. For 
ziboi t a half an hour we •rie.-.1 to raise fagot 02 on guard ad bravo, 

-(1 (ivita canrnel 	ttny 	ic!:. Atlih CO the ..it..7, ther 
• .1.b7..7at 

: ‘: • 
• , 1.:C; Also 	:t of 

positiea we received 'very accurate 37 and 57 or S5:111. 	:to continued 
circling the survivor's position the rest of the day with no contact. 
.4t/10:30 the ,scr:tior cot bad again. Atn:00 3andy 13 arrived on scene. 

st-:rted to brief hi:n and King caned and said Lkit Nags wore coming 
towani our nrea and sti;;;outed the :;;AA forces it.T.B. Sandy 9 & 
landed at 17: 35. 

JAi.a.; C. 	 USAF 
SA;;DY 09 

IMWARD V. 1L031:e4 Zai , Cnptain, ULU'? 
&Ai; DY 10 
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1..; 1.1 	1 	i'7 

5,14iDY 13 & 14 i:LIWT 	 DUllWOODY/TLION 

ndy 13 & 14 1;:unched froki 	;c6 1605 loc!il 	support of EigoL. 0213 
t on 5 	71. Climb and enroutc to thc OWdegrce/36/59 were norm'. 

When I apirolch(A the hroa contlet win mado with Sand7 09 — the on seehe 
S%ndy 09 briefed me on 123.1 on f), nItualdon. 023 had not . 

reoponded to any eaLls W further voice or becper 	aproximately 
11;7>iillm=.14.7..I wnn briefed on all .:;;iit force preoent. The iail 
was on scee, ,fia Jolly Gril GO 	uith Slndy's 11 & 12 were at the 
forwYrd ho)dl:C roli 4 L, No ;4IU Clif or Iron 	vj or Uolf YAO were available. 

aproxinintol:r 1645 loeql I took on :;eeile co.:.mand. Dandy 09 flight "Mid 
to Gil i2,9. The weather WIN 7/n ov7rert at fklaproxiiirltely 5 ) 000 feet over 
the r;urvivor ui. Lj i Anothi7r irok.en deck ftt 65()0 feet. I briefed Liles ;4ail 
to co to 11,500 fect dive..!tiy (-)Ihr, r ti)c ;:urviver and to try coi4tact with 
073 Oh 4, 1 1 , 0, D fropenrieS. 	te tieifails radios were superior, 
I hoped tiult c“ntocL eou:14 be uide better this ways I then decided to 

Landy 14 hik;h while I Lricd to got below the weatLer in the area 
of the survivor. As we mnde descent 	ig call over Guard indicatedMigs 
in the proxiauty. 1;inc told -es to pull all SAR forces back to CH 89. 
At approximately 1730 loectl we had to RTB. 

RIUARD N. Diin400DI, IA Colonel, USAF 
SAi:Di 

CHARUZ L. Li-TON, 1LT, LiSF 
SANDY 14 
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YL:G ..;CliEMLE 5 Feb 1971 

FILOT 	 3 T- cIE RE4ARKp 

Uolcett 	01 
Icecto;7 

0552 
0552 

5.1 
5.1 

On Scone Commnnder 

Stonr 	 03 0557 6.3 
Oberlin 	04 0557 6.3 
Dolt 	 05 1055 4.9 
Col. '.:alah 	06 1055 4.9 
Donnle.uon 	07 
I L3 	 M 

0'140 
0940 

4.4 
4.4 

On Scene Commander 

Paine 	 09 
Lorenzen 	10 

1247 
1247 

4.4 
4.4 

On Scene Commander 

aolv,rts, P, 	11 1502 2.3 
Wil5on 	12 1500 2.3 
Dusiwoody 	13 
Tipton 	14 

1610 
1610 

2.5 
2.5 

On Scene Commander 

Willinsits 	'T G 61 0535 7.2 
Ble67 	 62 0535 7.2 

re  Strayer 	)) 0 600 5.1 
Clrmcn 	60 0600 5.1 
Callahan 	56 1236 6.1 
Rainy 	57 1236 6.1 

Yurger 	liAil 	45 0520 4.9 
Col. Rouch 	23 0[355 5.2 
Gihaon. 	49 1230 4.9 
Latham 	47 1425 4.2 
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FLY71.;;G .,DULE 4 	 6 Fob 1971 

PiLois 
	

TAEOYF 

13.(mltz 	01 	 0710 	4.7 	On Scene Commander 
Lyon 	 02 	 0710 	 4.7 

* Naila wore on sceno al1 day monitoring 
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CO N up,FAT 

FROM: 23TAS5:1st Lt David W. Jensen/3205 
	

3 Feb 71 

SUWEGT: SAR for niget 02 

TO: 1st SOS (LtCol Norbert Stone) 

1-;ben I arrived on scone at 0111157, Nail 59 nnd Wolf 04 were lo:dking for flit 
02. Wolf Oh locatoe hi.r; ponitton by r1ying over the survivor And asking him 
when he 14:ILI overhead since the weather was completely undercast. I contacted 
Di!Tet 02 Alpha also by flying over his positioli. The position was fixed on 
the 022 °  r.7,dial at 86 DNB off of ch.an -J1 a9. The Sandys and Nails both took 
a few rounds of AAA but nothing close since they were shooting up through the 
clouds. Diet 02 Llpha said he could hear small .arms firing, then while I 
WV.3 talking to him he said, "Pm taking fire, I'm hit, help! holpl, I give up, 
1 give up, I give uplu. This was the last transmission from Alpha. 
a:sum3d by the sound of his voice that ho was surrounded completely and that 

nad him. 

Diget 02 Bravo said he was on 
c' - to. He said ho could hear 

I was rcleived by Nail 
position plotted in the Karst 
they were relatively close to 
Bigot 02 Alph.1 so quickly. 

C:),„ --- • 

ILWID J. JENP,EN, 1St Lt, USAF 
23rd TASS/Nail 62 

hill side about 50 meters up from his pa'.a-
voices at what he thought was about 100 meters 
63 at 08504 and RTB to channel 89. The TACAN 
off of the'routc segment, however I believe 
the lines of communication since they got to 
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TA T -,r; 	.1;14.2 

z,112IVI; 10A BIGOT 02A& 02B 

bigot 02 A&B (First Day) Slady 01/02 L;; ,onfialler 

e 	 word to scrmlblo for the SIU: at anproximatoly 1130, I 
arriied 011 scene at around 1230 and ianedittoly was appointed on — scene—
commander by King 21. 

contactd 02 A&B and found nut they were in good shape but had movers 
pronad LJicrn, Tho w(!thnr 14:15 eon l )lotely overcast to 6500ft. I made an 
0.tt0u1t to got under the ovf,reast but failcd. I had been taning to the 
survivors for nhont 30 minutes when Alpha called and said the activity 

incretwinl crhund him. AbTrat 5 mil,ute later ho said they were coming 
up tho hill, 'Toy nre shooting at me. lin hit, I'm hit. Help me. Help." 
That was the last contact 1 had with h.iJa. 'Jo tried to no avail to get 
under thn wcnther but tee o1ov60 were laying on the Karst Tops. For the 
rest of the pftcrnoon we kept tabs on Bigot 02 Bravo, just hoping for a 
broA in the cloud dock. 

Nail 59, 23 ad 41 worked with Us throughout the afternoon. They did an 
outstanding job of coordination between King and Hillsboro on the fragging 
of aircraft to the scene as well as ordering the ordnance they thought 
might be needed if the weather broke. 

At approximately 1530 I called Sandy 03, who was holding with the Jolly 
Greens, to brief him on the situation. Lt Miller and I then RTB'd because 
of lo y fuel. 

THOM,IS J. 	iLT, IT,JAr 
SANDY 01 

JOHW H. AILLLH, ILT, USAF 
SANDY 02 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



CONFIDENTIAL 
.;.;TATE i 	U T 

0AR LOVOJT 6A;.DV 05 LL W11,6A 
iiigoL 02 3 Feb 71 

Launched from Ubon at 1530 & oxrived on scene at apProximately 1630. Nail 
41 was in the nroa hut, wan jnst about to liT13. N-41 briefed me & Nail 63 
who bad al5o i trived in tho Pres. 

a-63 was firs -L to have contact with 02Bravo & relayed his transmissions 
to me. Tno Cow tieo I w:in in contact with ;!1'4114 he c:Ime in very brol:en 
& N-63 relayed for me. 

The weather in t1,0 are 	overolst with aprexirately a 300 1  - 5(.10 1  
ceiling, kt one Li:;ie 	ralnaged to Get down through a hole in the cloud 
cover only t- find no Nace to go underneath. 

Coorainating with N-63 and Wolf 04 (an F-4 PAC) wo "pinpointed" Bravos's 
--, nition using the coand of or aircraft am wo correlated with Bravo on the 
4.-dio. In this way we dotormined a Tann radial & DidE. 

At approxima .Oly 1830 I made a last transmission to Bravo to dig in for 
e night & assured him we'd bo back at first light. We RTBld 89 upon 

lastruction from King. 

IWBEHT L. WILSON, 1LT, USAF 
SANDY. 05 
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FL11Cr 3C,ILDULE 3 Feb 1971 

.1'. IJ,OT !.;AjiPY T.".,:;0i.'1? TI: 8 PZiiliriCS 

Lyon 01 1145 4.7 On 3cone Commander 
Niller 02 1145 4.7 
Paine 03 1145 r 	--, )..• On Scene Commander 
Le -iblice 04 1145 5.2 
Wileon 05 1530 3.7 On Scene Commander 
Oberliii 06 1530 5.7 
aoborts, 	i'. 07 1443 .?,. 
Lorenzon 03 1443  

Adam:; 	3mokg 41 157.0 2.6 
Lowo 12 1520 2.6 
Dolt 43 15:10 2.6 
W1tLe 44 1520 :‹'.6 

1-:cCa1in PAL], 41 1240 5.3 
Yaleiok 63 1528 3.7 
Applegate 50 0850 5.1 On Scone CoTimander 
Jenson 62 1115 5.2 On Secne Commander 

Dunwoody Wiall 30 1150 5.9 
P:Iillips 31 1150 5.9 
Tipton 22 1305 4.2 
Carmichaol 23 1305 4.2 
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T 

SANDY 01 & 02 1LT 3G-11.1,%.'ilat/CAI'T L3E:Gal 	 4 Feb 19'71 • 

Z.",Rndy 01 & 02. lgunched at 0535 locr.1.1 in upport of Bigot 02B, We arrived 
on senile. ad  bran rtn electronic sr..irch for the survivor, Sandy 01 . 
assumed on ;. ter.9:0 co-,clond from C-n,dle 23, Nail 45? arrived shortly and 
h . '! alone with Ino Cndi 	conanned the electronic se.Irch. Radio contact 
waa estiblished with *Jogai; 0213 and he said he had people Shooting at him 
from 100 in away. The vie:ltiier in tho area was right down on the trees, so 
theSrindiea eoi Id not, 	nniler it. Nail /..5 tried to get under the weather 
but could not a decent hole. Bigot 0213 then reported everything was 
quiet. The 3at1C1i0J then orbited with the Hail waiting for a brettk in the - 
weather. No breaics whin, so z•I t 0930 local we ti....rned over on scene Command 
to Sandy 05 & 06 and ICTB I d. 

GARY 1. 	 1LT, USAF 
S.i..NDY 02. 

AICHAEL D. sioGia, capt, USAF 
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3.41,1)Y. 05 & 06 1112 	 4 Feb 1971 

sandy 05 a 0(. wore l'ida,hcil at 0840 loerd to assume on scene com7vlud from 
6andy 01 & O. On ecec neJ-ival to Survivor's Lotion was ;:neventful. 
1 ,1eati.er wns ubdnrenst bcc,inaihg about 10 miles west of 02 Bravo's position 

rd all the wy to the eflot. i few bres ucre noted south ardwcstof 
iJravo. Jaudy 01 pve a mood briefing and showed us on thc ThGAN 0910  radial 
at 86; Jill whore we could contact the survivor. Nail 41 and Wolf 06 were 
also at the 

So;ne of the route structure could he seen through the clouds in the 
i.1.: -Icdiate arca of D.io Knrai i'a! , 3 and I rcrluestod the 1:ail put in come 

ravcwa7s to cut the. road. The ordha -hee w.es rc -luestod and Showed up an hour 
late2 but wan not ]Tut in duo to wcytiler having obscured the tart in the 

:;nr1 sitn -Unn h!:11,cr.c,d nr,vcn:l tims in the ne;:t four hour3. 
The wily ordilence we could put i wee 	CDU-49 directly on the rood south 
of 02 Bravo. Jloily 05 tiwn decided to c;:71ore somo breaks in the weather 
in hopen of bin g able to L:et under the weather and more occurately spot 
the 3urvivor. All atinlvto to do L'eir filed because of low clouds and 
karst that extended up to uoarly 3 ) 000 feet. 

About 1200 the survivor called aud said the big guns at the east end of 
the valley were firing each time we made a pass in that direction. At 
first he called out the 37m fire and Inter he said an 85mm was firing. 
The Wolf Fac verified the 85mm due to the large blnek airbursts above him. 
The 37mm Was being fired through the clouds and v:s not accurate. SAM 
and ifiG varr - .ngs were being broadcast almost continously. Sandy 05 asked 
the Ironhand flight to patrol the nrea forraVa indicati , ms of gun laying 
radar. None was reported. .1.ndy 05 & 06 continued to probe the area for 
an egress route to 02 Dravo and also made sure Wolf and Nail did not query 
02 Bravo too often thereby ur,ing up his batteries. Bravo 02 was requested 
by King to mrkc a check of his spare radio and it was checked OK. 

aout 1315 local Candy 11 & 12 arrived on scene and imnediately reported 
fairly accnn;te 23mm fire. Candy 05 briefed Candy 11 on the situation 
'(:1 showed him the TACA'ai location of the survivor. The 23mm and 37mm 
fire was being reported alsmost continuously by Sandys t  the Nail and the 
Wolf Files. On scene command was passed to Sandy 11 at approximate1y1330. 

aonaT J. DOWILD5ON, Mai )  USAF 
&INDY 05 

J41i ,IIES I. MATI1116 1  1LT, USAF 
SitiiI)/ 06 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
..TT ; 	MO WOLCOTT 

SUBJECT: SAH FOR BIGOT 02 !MVO 

TO: SARCO 

Sir: 

would liko to prornco my report with a briof remark or two. 

Thin was tho most frurtrating, disappointing, nild saddening SAR 
hnvo IN-Ph on. .0andy pilots havn written a long, proud, and gallant . 

 history of roseun in Southeast Ania, but this unsuccessful SAR for 
02 nravn unfortkkilotLnly (1003 not blot to this pl.oud herithgc. 

Tim minsion the nandy/Jorly tor n ia to extract downed airmen from 
the vory olutchno of tho cnomy. '::0 have been reasonably successful 
in the pant. Our proven capability to accomplish this mission has 
made a significant contribution to the high moralo of combat pilots 
in Southonst Asia. 

Dirt we didn't accomplish this mission on the /ith of February - 
we didn't save 02 Bravo. I personally receive very little consolation 
from hearing: "Well, one has to expect to lose one every now and then," 
or "Woll, the weather and existing defensos just didn't permit an 
nttompt," or even worse, "We did all wo could." After talking with 
02 ;;ravo for two days, listening to undaunted courage and appreciating his 
cool profossionalism, I rew to respect him and to beccm dmotionally 
attached to him. I am damnod sorry that wo couldn't rescues him. 
shall always remember February 4th, 1971 )  as a very ad day in my life. 

What follows is a narrative description of my part in tho SO for 
Digot 02 Bvivo: 

14y call sign W13 Sandy U. I launched on 4 February about noon 
to rr,plann the pronnnt On-Scene-Commander, Sandy 05. Captain Rentz, 
Sandy 12, was my wingman. Re was also Low Lead qualified and was a 
tremendous asset. 

When we assumed osc, the weather and poor voice contact with the 
survivor wore tho two primary obstacles to a successful SAR. Overcast 
skies which Were reported to be only about 300 foot over the survivor 

. had forced the nbandonmont of all previous attempts to visually acquire 
02 Bravo. About 30 minutes after my arrival the weather began to improve 
somewhat; some holes bogan to dovolope to tho south and west, and we 
could se' the ground in several placev. 

Poor and Arroj .pilar contact with 02 Bravo made effective communi-
cation with him very difficult. talon we did hear him, he sounded as 
thouch ho was in the bottom of a barrel. Wo asked him to remove the 
acoustical eouplor, but I did not hear his response. He still souzded 
the samo when I did hear him again. 

Apparently 02 Bravo could hoar me clearly all the time. Wolf 04, 
wh) happened to be a olassmato Or 02 Bravo, stated that he was 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
answerin al.1 of y transmis:dons. The Well rolayod all calls to mc. 
Be then began rn elootronle :-eol:ch for 02 Crave, . When he got station 
p:...s;!ag.?, he lit his A*13's ond askod 02 5rAvo if he "could hear the Wolf." 
02 Bravo responded that he could rind that he had seen the Wolf through 
a thin hole. Wolf 04 bron ,:ht me over to the ret and pointed out the 
bolo, on elongated trough through whica this ground was clearly visible. 

I nAod,02 Bravo if he could hoar my aircraft, and he responded 
that he could, though ho couldn't see me. I asked him for a hold-down, 
proceoded to tho irough in the clouds and let down. The holo disappeared 
juat boforo I ot under tho overcast, but 13 .favo said he had about 300 
feet, no I continued 	n couple of seconds more before breaking out. 
I lost contact with 02 Bravo during the doscont, so I turned ',round 
nnd again. asked for a hold-down. After several momnts of gettilig no 
re:loons°, 	finally got 4 solid Ed indication, followed it until 
.getting station passar;e, and then rovorsed course. After several 
such pasnol I felt that I had a general idea of his location. Terrain 
in his vicinity consisted of rolling hills with karst formations to the 
north and east, flatior country with Good roads to the south,and rugged 
mountainous terrain to the West. Thera were definite eigns of human 
life to the oast and south, but none to the west, so I decided that 
the West mould be aafe for bailout. 

The weather WE1.3 a severely limiting factor. The visibility was 
probably no more than throe miles in haze, and the ceiling varied from 
about 300 feet over the tops of the hills to about 900 feet over the 
valley floors. I didn't see any kalta or mountains touching the clouds. 

02 Bravo was in good spirits. He was in good condition and seemed 
to be reliovod to have an aircraft in sight overhead. 

I spent come time trying to fix his exact location. He was 
oxtromely difficult to understand, and I lost contact with him when I 
would fly on tho back side of the hill upon which he was situated. . 
Because of the difficulty I had understanding him, I finally had to 
:resort to questions which he could answer with a "Roger" or "Negative." 

I f:nally narrowed his location down to one brown area on a 
particular hill. It matched his description of a clearing with a 
standing dead troo. I got station passago every time I passed it, 

. and ho told me that ho was at my 9 o'clock sevoral times when I 
pnnsod it to the right. I folt that I had pin-pointed his position to 
within about 50 meters and that it would be safc to expond ordnance 
around hLm if needed. I did no-Vic:ice.' ) his parachute, though I new 
several flare parachutes in the area. I believe ho stated that "they" 
had pulled his parachute down from the trees. 

When I asked about ground firo, ho said that I hadn't taken any 
on the first 4-5 passes, but that I was taking sm41 arms and automatic 
weapons on every pass south of his position. This made sense because 
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CONFIDENUAL 
there war a small rood south of him which ended up in tho trees. There were 
sc ./oral bunkers and gun pits around the road, but I didn't see any 
guns or any groend fire. 

I told him to turn off hie radio 11!'.065I took ground fire, in 
which case I wilted him to toll me inmet .ately with a "Roger, Roger, 
Rogor." Wisen ho would indicate that I was taking ground fire, I 
would query him about its location and type. He told me of a WU 
to the southwest and "somothing biggor" to the east. I finally saw 
the WU (or at loest the tracors) on on pass to the south. He was 
behind the aircraft and didn't seem to be very accurate. I. then began , 

 to see the "something bigger" in tho form of several 23m1fl airburstu. 
They were generally out in front of the aircraft or off to the left 
as I made a left turn. I can only speculate that the gunner was used 
to fast movers nnd led me too much. 

I pickled off nomo CPU on the road south of 02 Bravo. I then 
covered the bunkers and a trail network as well as I could with two 
cans of CHU. 02 Rravo roported that the SA/AW continued, though it 
was considerably reduced in volune. 

On ono pass when I had a LAU 3 pod set up to hit this area again, 
I looked off to the east just in time to see a 23mm muzzle flash.' 
Prior to this time he had only shot at me from behind. I emptied out 
the pod in the direction of the cave which was producing the nestle°. 
The first couple of rockets missed badly because I had "Gus on the 
aircraft, but I'm fairly certain that the last two or three were 
within several motors. The gun must've been well pretected, because 
it continued firing. I broke off and returned to 02 Bravo, deciding 
to avoid the area to tho east as much as possible. 

I was now getting 23mm fire on almost every pass near the 
survivor, onorally as I turned to the north. The fire usually con-. 
slated of sbout throe airbursts several hundred meters off my left 
wing or off the nose. 

I then celled Captain Rentz down for assistance. Ho found a hole 
and did a fine job-  of locating mo with D2 steers. I tried to show him 
the approximate location of the survivor. As he made his first pass 
over the position, I saw the ZPU tend tracers behind him. They were • 
very low trajectory, Tuld I could not determine their source, though 

suspect they came from a road to the southwest. 

Captain Rentz also took some 23mm airbursts off his left. wing. 
The airburete continued, but we did not see the ZPU again. 

had tried earlier to mark a hill with a dud 4'P bomb. This was 
to be both an IP for the Jolly Greens and a roference point for the 
next OSC in the event we had to depart. I couldnit'get Nine to break 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
apart, but Gapt Rentz laid a perfert mark right on top of the hill. 
It stnyed there nn long al we wort) on-scone. I then called Kin:; and 
asked that the Jollios and Smokan coma to a forward holding point. 

By this time we had two 23's firing on U4. 02 Bravo continued 
to call around fire on ovrry circuit around his position. I picked 
up a couple of amall hits in the left and right wing and asked Sandy 
12 to look me ovor. He didn't sea any fuel or oil leak so uo continued. 

1;y initill plan was to uso the Smoke aircraft to cereen off the 
23's to the on:.t and south000t with one lino and the ZIT to the south. 
west with another line. After thinking about it for a minute or two, 
however, I changed my mind about the Smoke aircraft. The following 
fectori entered into this decision: 

(1) There van very little working room undlir the cloud dock and 
it would have boon impossible to work more then 2 aircraft and heli-
copter. 

(2) I didn't want to have tho Smokes shot down in their straight 
and level delivery run (one was an H with no visibility out the right 
side). 

(3) I believed I could put down an adequate screen with Dv CBU-22. 

About this -aimo the accuracy of the 231m gunners seemed to improve. 
They didn't lead so much anymore and I found myself dodging their 
airbursts from time to time. I went to max power somewhere in here 
and corcentratod more on moving the aircraft. I also saw my first 
RPG's shout than - two of them about a mile north of the survivor. 
They 'were well below me and off to the side. 

I sent Sandy 12 to pick up the Jolly Green and bring him under 
the clouds. I tented the other Jolly to stay above the clouds and 
wanted Sandy 09 and 10 to remain with the high Jolly in the event 
wa got a NIG warning. I expanded the rest of my OU-25 and rockets 
near the road to the south of the survivor while Gapt Rentz escorted 
the Jolly down through a hole. 

I briefed the survivor on how to uso his smokes and how to get 
on the penetrator. I planned my smoke screen to the east and south 
and was about to execute this and give the Jolly a briefing when I 
looked in my roar view mirror and saw fuel streaming (probably from 
the stub tank). About that time several 23 . airbursts went off in 
front of me and I flow through their little puffs. The shrapnel 
had already 'fallen an I hit the smoko. I guess I panicod at the 
acrid smoll I got and told King I had fuel streaming and smoke in 
the cockpit. He told mO to "get out of thore' and I concurred. I 
didn't know whether I'd taken damage, and I d in't like the smell, so 
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CONFIDENiiis; 
pul/ed off my ordnnnee and climbed tilromn the clouds, returning to 

NIT without incident. Captain Itentz remained behind and became the 
new OSC. 

J611-',N J. (110LCOTT, Major, ULAF 
Sandy 11 
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BIGOf 92 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Despite a supreme effort by a multitude of zealous SAN 

crewmembers, attempts to rescue Bigot 02 Alpha and Bravo were 

unsuccessful. The major effort lasted for four days and involved 

hundreds of frustrated personnel who were continually denied 

success by extremely adverse weather and overwhelming enemy 

defenses. Forces remained over the objective position around 

the ClOCK and relished opportunities to break through an almost 

continuous cloud cover with ceilings that ranged from tree tops 

to 500 feet. When momentary breaks in the weather did occur 

eager pilots Immediately challenged rugged terrain and low 

ceilings in attempts to reach the survivors. Each effort was 

met by intense enemy resistance which included everything from 

small arms fire to b5 millimeter Anti-Aircraft fire, SAM's 

(Surface to Air Missiles) and Russian built Mig aircraft. One 

experienced Sandy pilot described the effort as "the most frus-

trating, disappointing, and saddening SAR 1 have been cfn 

(C) On 3 February 1971 Bigot 02 Alpha and Bravo bailed out 

of their F -4 aircraft after experiencing an undetermined malfunc-

tion. They landed in Laos at an extremely well defended area 

near Ban Karai Pass which is located on the border of Vietnam. 

Their position was determined to be 092/bb from Tacan Channel d9. 

129. SARCO Report for Bigot 02A and 02B, 12 Feb 71, Document #3. 
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Alpha reported that his condition was good and Bravo reported 

he injured his back but that he was all right. They were in 

rolling hills and karst, very near lines of communication, and 

close to a major route segment of the Ho Chi Minn Trail complex. 

There was a complete overcast and extremely low ceilings. The 

survivors reported enemy activity in their Immediate area. From 

all indications they were down under extremely adverse conditions 

and it would take a super effort as well as good fortune to 

rescue them. 130 

(C) Several aircraft were directed to the area immediately 

and Sandy 01/02 arrived at approximately 1230k. Sandy 01 took 

charge as On-Scene Commander and although the pilots had been 

able to locate the approximate objective position by electronic 

means, it was impossible to locate the survivors exactly due to 

the solid overcast weather conditions. Several unsuccessful 

attempts were made to penetrate the weather and fly under the 

clouds. Both survivors were reporting intense enemy activity 

near their position. At approximately 1300 Bigot 02 Alpha 

reported that the enemies were coming up the hill. Shortly 

afterwards the last reported broadcast from him was "They are 

shooting at me. I'm hit, Help me. Help". 131 

130. Ibid. 
131. Ibid. 
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(C) Throughout the day efforts to reach the downed crew-

members continuer to fail. Only one aircraft, an A-1, was able 

to penetrate the weather and when he broke out underneath he 

reported there was absolutely no place to go. At approximately 

1b30 activities were terminated due to approaching darkness and 

Sandy 05 directed Bigot 02 Bravo to dig in for the night and 

assured him all forces wou/d return at first light. Nail FAO's 

were directed to maintain surveElance over the position through-

out the night while extensive preparations were made for a first 

light effort on 4 February 1971. 
132 

(C) However the second day was to be just as exasperating 

as the first. A total of 20 A-1's, eight Jolly Green helicopters, 

five Nail FAC's and numerous fast movers were unable to reach 

Bigot 02 Bravo. The first aircraft on the scene were able to converse 

with the survivor and ascertain that his condition and morale were 

good but no one was able to penetrate the weather for a close 

observation. Occasionally weather in the general area would break 

up somewhat and expose minor segments of roads and communication 

lines. Ordnance was requested for striking these fleeting targets 

which disappeared again under the weather before the ordnance arrived. 

The only successful strike was some OB1G-49 discharged on a route 

segment south of Bravo's position. As more small breaks in the 

weather occured Sandy 05 attempted several penetrations without 

132 * Ibid. 
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success. The survivor reported that big guns (31 and 05 

millimeter) were firing at the east end of the valley each 

time an aircraft made a pass in that direction. These reports 

were verified by large black air bursts in the sky above the 

aircraft. Other pilots were reporting accurate 23 and 3Y 

millimeter ground fire while SAM and Mig warnings were being 
133 

broadcast almost continuously by ground control agencies. 

(C) Shortly after Sandy 11 arrived and assumed On-Scene 

Command the weather improved somewhat. Holes developed in the 

south and west and the ground was observed in several places. 

Sandy.  11 was able to fly under the clouds and narrow Bravo's 

position down to within approximately 50 meters. During his 

several passes he experienced numerous incidents of ground fire 

and delivered CBU and LAU on tninkers, trail network and a cave 

entrance which had been producing gun flashes. Sandy 11 directed 

his wingman to come down and join him and to discharge a white 

phosphorous rocket for everyone's orientation and to mark the IP 

(Initial Point). In spite of the continuing bad weather and 

active resistance, Sandy 11 planned a pick up attempt and directed 

the Jolly Green helicopters and Smoke aircraft to a forward hold-

ing position. During the process Sandy 11 took battle damage, 

developed a fuel leak, and detected an acrid odor in the cockpit 

and decided to depart the area. Command was assumed by Sandy 12. 1,4 

133. Ibid. 
134. Ibid. 
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(C) The weather was duteriorating again, Sandy 12 was run-

ning low on fuel and he suspected he had taken battle damage. 

Sandy 09/10 arrived and took command but Sandy 12 had to depart 

before he could point out the objective position for the new On-

Scene Commander. It took this flight of A-1's approximately 30 

minutes to locate the survivor. They also located the resistance 

and planned another pick up effort. Sandy 09 discharged an M-4' 

white phosphorous rocket which malfunctioned and failed to mark 

the IP (Initial Point). His second rocket would not release so 

he called in his wingman to mark the IP. Almost immediately 

after descending under the clouds Sandy 10 took battle damage 

from 23 millimeter ground fire and had to depart the area. 

Sandy i5 arrived to take command and Sandy 09 departed for low 

fuel. Enroute to home station he discovered that ne had 

sustained battle damage but was able to return without further 

incicent. 135 

(C) Sandy 15 surveyed the deteriorating weather conditions 

and weighed the accumulated battle damage and increasing ground 

fire in the area of the survivor. By then it was past 1700L and 

already poor visibility was being handicapped by approaching 

darkness. Considering all these factors Sandy 15 decided it 

would be Impossible to adequately suppress the defenses and 

provide a reasonable opportunity for the Jolly Green helicopter 

to survive a pick up attempt. Thus another frustrating day ended. 

135. Ibid. 
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at 1745L when Sandy 15 instructed the survivor to dig in for the 

night and turned On-Scene Command over to Nail 52. 
136 

(C) At first light on 5 February 19y1 Sandy 05 returned 

and determined that the survivor was in good spirits and 

optimistic about his chances for rescue. His back did not 

bother him, he still had water and radios, there was presently- 

no movement about him and no guns had moved into the area through-

out the night. However the ceiling remained at tree top to 100 

feet and Sandy 05 was unable to penetrate the clouds for the 

remainder of his time on station. Frustrated once again he 

turned command over to Sandy 07 and returned to Nakhon Phanom 
137 

RTAFB. 

(C) All of Sandy 07 1 s attempts to penetrate the weather 

failed also. The weather in the general area was breaking some 

but conditions in the survivor's immediate area was completely 

unworkable. As directed, the survivor made an operations normal 

check at llOOL. Sometime afterwards a Nail FAG on scene reported 

that Bigot 02 Bravo came up on radio three times in about a five 

minute period. The transmissions from the survivor were excited 

and he was whispering into the microphone. These were the last 

known communications with Bigot 02 Bravo and his messages were 

completely unreadable. The weather remained bad and all aircraft 

in the area were reporting sporatic ground fire. Throughout the 

remainder of their period Sandy 07/0d were unable to accomplish 

136. Ibid. 
137. f3171. 
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anything and turned command ever to Sandy 09 prior to departing 

for low fuel. 138 

(C) All further attemrs to contact the survivor failed. By 

1400L the weather cleared up considerably and displayed the objec-

tive position. However there was no sign of Bigot 02 Bravo and 

the improved weather brought with it a new onslaught of ground fire. 

BY 1700 the weather had degenerated again. Sandy 13 arrived to 

take over command and while e was receiving his briefing King 

(Airborne Command Control Cerer) directed ail forces out of the 

area because several Mig aircraft had been detected heading for the 

area. All forces returned to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB to terminate 

another frustrating day. 
139 

(C) Nail FAC's maintained coverage throughout the night and 

failed to make contact with ..got 02 Bravo. A modified effort 

was planned for the next day. Only two A-I's were launched while 

the remaining forces maintaired ground alert. Sandy 01/02 reported 

to the scene and once again encountered bad weather. They flew 

out their station time with no evidence that Bigot 02 Bravo was 

aJlve or capable of being rer-ued. No other aircraft were launched 

specifically for the SAH erfrt. In a frustrating and unsuccessful 

attempt to rescue Bigot 02 Aiyela and Bravo 44 A4's, Id Jolly Green 

helicopters and 13 Nail FAC's participated along with numerous air-

craft from other sources. In addition, other Hail and Candlestick 

EAC's maintained a cover for he objective position throughout the 
140 

nights when the SAR forces were not active. 

138. Ibid. 
139. Ibid. 
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) 
40th ARRSq History, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1971 	 6 

A last-light run-in was attempted but was aborted when both helicopters 

took hits from heavy small arms fire. One Pararescue man was wounded 

in this attempt. A first-light effort on 2 January resulted in a suc-

cessful rescue of both crewmembers. 

(S) BIGOT 02: On 3 February, two crewmembers of an F-4D bailed out 

of Bankari 2  Pass near the NVN border. 40th ARRS Jolly Greens were 

scrambled from both Nakhon Phanom Airfield3 and Ubon RTAFB4 . Low ceil-

ings precluded any attempt that day. A maximum effort SAR was planned 

on the 4th with 8 Jolly Greens in place at NKP for a first-light effort. 

HH - 53 BUFFS were on continuous airborne orbit from pre
-dawn to darkness 

on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of February. Continued low ceilings and bad 

weather conditions in the area precluded any rescue attempts. After 

all radio contact was lost with the survivors at noon on the 6th, and 

no weather improvement forecast, the active participation of the 40th 

ARRS ceased. The force of tired and disappointed crews were returned 

to Udorn that night. 

(S) DUDLEY 02: On 16 February, two crewmembers of an F-D bailed out 

in eastern Laos. Two Jolly Greens scrambled and both crewmembers were 

rescued less than two hours after bailout. 

(S) W1TCHDOCTOR 05: On 5 March, an Army UH-1 helicopter was shot down in 

eastern Laos with 7 people on board. A last-light run-in was attempted 

but intensive AAA and small arms fire precluded any rescues. The survi-

vors were rescued by a U.S. Army ground team on 7 March. 
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1 - 1  , 	7 .1. 

DAM 3 rot 71  

melon wummi 	Fob 71 

A/BORA A' DM5 IONA TIM tins 21 

D/STRIMID AIRCRAFT; moot 02 iissive 

14CATIOltr 174/6-3011 106-09-1011 

MW, Mons 

(5) King 21 Airborne free CM 70 at 22101 -- ee seems at 21442. 
limp 21 orbit 1ap/146.60du 40. At 1460t I --3ntested Mail 6S 1166 
mao erhitims ever the reported survive', position but Aid met hive 
vele, outset. Me reported several elishe (merrier oetio0 sk 
ileerdLa ~Peres to hie voile but me petters, t e 	tooper. 
?he mother in the arse vas reported ea seemliest, .spe 4000 to 
000 with a broken Ivor 7000 to 1000 MIL. At 43)02 Nail 63 ereived 
amd relieved Mail 6$. Memereve attempts were made to esedoet $igel 
02-21 es Guard and Imergeney Delta Prelmemeieo. Segura& tinewdorieg 
the morning elloks load be beard en Guard sod at sae time a 0 
seemed hold dam MISS beard. Sandy 1 and 2 *vetoed eta." "md 
Seedy 1 vs* appointed on seem" emmuooders At 02302 Bigot Stamm 
admiood to vas% at his yogi* for 3 Mere to 44104rOW the behSew. 
At 04,01 further attempts to make eemisist verso fettle with the Ow 
ission 0 tik few mils 	The smother la the afea Munelhed 
the same throughest the day — basso ef2106te 2000 ft MEW* 
elands tomehine treetops sod rain in the area of the worviesr. All 

Aprome remained en the emend end • radio motel vse umiu6SAMed 
bat me positive reopen's. King 21 deported the erbilk eh DOSS, 
lentimestC1170 at 1)402. 

hipht esterase had been arranged for kly Jai* sad imetroetiont mere 
re10,60 to tail 33 t0 maintain lietenimg vat* if somiset sue 
estahliahed, have survivor attempt to neve herthweet and egoism 
hi* radio wail %be math*, improved. 
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Mail 68 (06C 
Sant, 1 (MX 
Nail 23 (OSC 
Nail. 41 (05c, 
Mail 33 (06C 
Send, 01, 02 
Vail 68, 63, 
Wilt 05 (RF-4) 

AC/AMC Msjor ktlorenso 
Major 'Jenson 

CP 	Capt Coalts 
V 	Major YoGill 
RO 	Sat Schmitz 
FE 	TSitt Wigenton 
LM 	KNft Pattor•on 

until 00400 
00404 1041.1 04352) 
0435Z wail 0,3,X) 
0535Z until 04401) 
0440Z lentil re11ows4) 
(A4) 
23, 41*  33 (0,-.410 
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DAM 4 Feb 71 

MISSIOW ROMER; B-3+004-3 Fee 71 

AIROBAYT DI5IONA11ION0 King 21 

DISTELSZED AIRCRAFT, Bigot 02 Brave 

LOCATION, 17-1S+30R 106-09-30t 

SAM; Nine 

10 fill, 71 

(3) 4 Feb 71, King Z. airborne from CH 70 at 3/11,02. legeute to ON 
St for a 3/2100Z briefing with the Sandie. and Jolly Oreems. &ended 
at ON S9 at Vann. 

Departed CH Of at 3/2215Z on some at 3/22252 ling 21 whit 120640/ 
01, At 3/1240Z I eentasted Candleatiek 23 mho sas erhitiagever the 
SWV111610  but bad not had votes eontact with Bigot 02 armee demimg hie 
orbit pe;isd. I aehed him to give A* * weather report fir the area. 
Ho reported that the cloud cover over the survivor was clereast with 
a higher broken layer of alamde the tope of the overcast Asa at WOK. 
9000 ft )LL and the higher layer haeo wee at 0000 MIL with the tope 
rimming hen 910D ft NHL to WOO ft Nei,. At $/11,111 Caddlostimille 
made radio einteet with Bigot 02 Brave. The survivor reponted tint 
he wee is geed condition. At 3/1,002 Neil 43 arrived ea mom out at 
3/23loot Sandy 1 And 2 arrived on seem. They reveiged a beisalti 
Oandleetiok 23 and Kiss 21. gandlestisk 2/ vim RIM at WM. 
300, 01 wag appointed on seene seesander at 3/132oc with the 1116100. 
*teed:Lag that if the weather conditions lifted permitting 0Or4he simm. 
exalt to overate in the area the on gesso esecceid roppoomMUUMorloold 
revert to the Nail airereft. This was highly eseeptable to kg* 111. 

The remainder of the dell astivitiee were 'peat in trying to pimpeint 
the svrvivere position. The closest position arrived at too the IMO 
as that gives in the briefing, Whish was 0106 OM. The dotliogo 
moor the survivor sever got higher than 300400 A0L. Only a liar *pew 
imp in the weather edoeurTed imring the entire day ebb& enAr Pormittid 
using twe 0010 flights. The bandies were ails to get heiew the Oili. 
ing and operate in the earvivers area. Its area sass sobroo1arim0441d 
and the Handles reeeived ground fire fres small ague SPU, sod ON. 
At 404092D1 Sandy 01, who wee then the en seem sosee:Oer a  thee.* the% 
he sight be able to get ems &III into the survivor end attempt the 
pickle. This &lotion vas de/aided to be to risky whoa Semi, AO svoseived 
extensive battle damage from ground fire while surveying the peopeend 
rots in mete ter the Jolly. ?be days astivities were terminated at 
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' SECRET 

4/1050Z. ail 52 remained on see to maintain eintist with Bigot 02 
lama. Explisit instructions were given to soneerve hAs eirviVel radio 
battery. Cheek in tines were established for on the heir. 

The only problem area, aside from weather senditioss o 	the dope 
activities was oonoorn over the Mig Cap thit vie to be 	the 
SAX Forsee. The Mavy Mig Cap did not ahesk in with ling 21 cad it 
was impossible to determine if in fast there was a Mig Cap until lite 
into the days activities when we ware i4viaed thit the Mealy vee pre-
vidimi Nis Cap holding feet wet under Red Crowe 'antra l, rt is up 
recommendation that these •oon/elle meet Cheek in with the King Airt , 

 craft giving there peeition, time on station and Blip Tim.. Aloof  
if they are to be maintaing a oomoriziaitiens with another sow the 
nog aircraft must have this infermatien. During the dip activities 
King 21 received 7 Nig and 8 SAM galls. 

KING 21 Crewmemhers 	 KING R) Crevesebera(Tieloor) 

AC/AMC Hajar °Canine° 
Major Season 

CP 	Col Pinyerd 
Major Will 

RO 	6gt Sehuets 
PE 	TSgt Wigginton 
LM 	MSgt Patterson 

Oh Some Comeau:dere 

aunty 01 	232,0-02112 
Sandy 05 	0215-40600Z 
Sandy 11 	06004$302 
Sandy 09 	000-0955Z 
Sandy 13 	09554045Z 
Wail 12 	10452 Until 

AC Capt Mach 
CF Capt Pletcher 
X Major Nets 
RO Sgt Sender 
FR Mgt ligodsiaoki 
LK Wit Hoover 

SIR Itesourees 

Kin 21, 23 
Jolly Oroin 54, 51, 56, 57, 60, 
61, 62 
Mindy 01, 02, 03, 04, 0$ *  06, 07, 
08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14* 15, 

roliovod 	16 (A-1) 
Bioko 41, 42, 43, 44 (i44) 

PAC Aircraft 	 ADM HAND 

Rail 45, U. 51, 52, 99 (0V-10) 
Wolf OR, 06, 04, 03 (RF -4) 

SOCK 
Merle Flight 

Bison 
Hatbox Brava 01. Flight (F-405) 
Millard 21, Flight 
Ashein 01 Flight 
Aline 01 Flisht 

SECRET 
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MIC CAP 

Garfish yol, Flight (Navy) 
	

Sundown 101„ Flight (Mary) 
hattleery 310, Flight (7-4) 
	

Basis 313, Flight 
Pag•boy Flight (Nary) 
	

Para Flight (F-4) 
Gunfighter 51 (F-4) 

STRIKE AIRCRAFT 

Poolor 49, Flight (Expendeod) 
	

Wolfpack 31, Flight(Ropendod) (F.4) 

The following airsraft did not expend. 

Battloary 304, Flight (F-4) 
Bonnott Flight (F-4) 
Gunfighter 40 Flight (F-4) 
Gunfighter 42 Flight (F46) 
Maynard 469 Flight (F-4) . 
Sloetren 500 Flight (A-6) 
Battlesry 311 Flight (F-4) 
cora 05 Flight (F-4) 

/ 
/ 

City Desk 305, Flight (Falp 
zaglar Flight ( "-4) 
Wolf/mak 21 *- 	ht (F-4) 
battle cry 	 (F.4) 
Canasta 405 Flig* (A-7) 
Banyan Ul Flight (P-4) 
Feller 32 Flight 
Miller 02 Flight (7.4) 

ROBERT A. DELORERZO, Major USAF 
Aircraft Comandar/Airborno Mission Commandar 

• 
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%0 SECRET 
DATE: 2 Feb 71 

MISZION NUNM-21 3-004-2 Feb 71 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 21 

DISTRESSFX AIRCRAFT: Bigot 02 

LOCATION: 092/#6/89 

SATES: None 

15 Yoh 71 

(8) in 21 received a distress call From Hail 59 at about 0411a, 
2 Feb 71. Nail 59 stated thet Bigot 02 bad gone down While petting 
in a strike in tho vicinity of 100/48/89. He was attemptiag to gain 
contact with the survivors on the pound. King Z. took Mission Coo-
rand at this point and appointed Nail 59 as the en seem esemander. 
Jack was notified at this tips of a possible SAR effort and the BAR 
forces were alerted. A few minutes later Nola 54 reported Genteel 
with both survivors on the ground. Contact wee eetahliebed eith 
Bigot 02A bed4he stated that he had no injuries and was all right. 
The SAR fortes were launched from CH 99 and CH 93 at this time. 
Wolf 06 (fast rover FAC) was in the area and MBA assisting Nail 99 
to /create the survivors. The weather in the area was eempletely 
mnderoaet with the hese* running free BOO ft. to 2500 ft. and the 
tope were at 6000 ft. Attempts were made bir both Mill 59 anti Wilat 
06 to set under the aloud dusk to locate the poeitioa of the servivrIrs. 
King 21 requested border eletranse, H10 CAP, Iron Hand, aad LW; 
soverese due to the hostile environment of the SAR seem. The weath-
er Means the prime factor for reseueing the earvivere. The bases 
of the clouds were down on the tope of the karst. At approximately 
0930Z, Bigot 02A said, NIPe hit, wIta hit, Help! Help! I. going 
to give up." Sandy 01 then made several attempts to get eider the 
seaShealmr-asatek-.ths-eaririwire on the ground. HO wee enable to find 
any pilsee to get under the clouds whore he could work his we into 
the area et the survivors. Further discussion between Saa47' 01 sad 
Bigot 026 gave the location of the Bravo man as 90 peters north of 
his ehete and that he had 2 radios only and no spare batteries. Sandy 
01 and Wolf 06 were reporting scattered AAA fire but that the air 
burets were not aceurate as they were firing through the alseds. 
Bigot 02B WIAA advised at thAs tire to come up only every half hour 
sinless he was in trouble. At 06372 Bravo stated that bad guys were 
within 100 retort of him. and he could hear voices. He attempt was 
mede to pot in any,  strikes as the area oontinued to be esepletely 
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AC/AMC Major Jones 
OP 	Major Rotolo 
CP 	ILA Bedwell 
X 	Cart Mier* 
AC 	SSgt Runt 
FR 	TSgt 
LA 	880 Simmons 

Xing 2i 
Ring 43 
Sarvil 01, 02* Car Oil, ag• 06 , 
07 Lad OS 
Jolly Omani 60, $6, 90, 57. 
55 and 62 
Mails 59, 62, 61 food 63 
Wolfs 06, 01 amd 04 

49 
,)or, USAF 
Airborne Kiloton Commandor 

ET 

1 VA SECRET 

ovoroast. Bigot 02B stated that the haws Mgr. glippr0410644, ,M0 
ft. Kist 21 and Sandy 01 dissuossod the possibilitr of mob* ULM 
tip protect thip Brave an if nseassary.We &waded me wad eakr 
use it as a last rosort. At 0850 1  Samdy 05 took everas en 'ism 
semmmader. At 09202„ Sandy 03 Mid to CH 29 with s r 	maim* 
angina. Nail 41 was oppeinted OSC 	L1San405 epa4omPS4ire at th 
$0 seems. Th. Sandy* and Vail Mod Walt Ydefe eentimmedt siter 
ths weather and the condition of the ~riser. At WON Ali' 0 iota 
set lip as tha first of the COMM for tho SAA seen* fir tho onfilve 
night. All SAX Pares* were returned to has*. 

MO 21 Crewommhers 	 BAN Forego 

S! , 4 	 64 
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DATE' 4 Feb 71 

MISSION NUMBER' 3-004-2 Feb 71 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION' Xing 21 

DIBTRE8SE1 AIRCRAFT' Bigot 02 

LOCATIONt 092/116/89 

BAVE8s None 

15 TO 71 

(3) A first light SAR effort VGA planned tor the third My to 
resew Bigot 028. Rail 0 was the first airereft to arrive as 
seem* at 2230Z and he was appointed as Om beano Commander (WC)* 
Bail 43 mode a first light weather evaluation and the area mas 
reported oempletaly overcast. There was no veil' as Us deeds 
were obeerved to go tallith, surto. at wens pan-- _ind the taps 
ever Slot 025 mem 4800 ft. Bandy 01 arrived OD seems at MU 
and he took over as 06C. Wolf 01 was also in the area to soots% 
Us Sandy.c and Rail ?Ws* At10104 Bigot Oa stated that ha 
was okay and had water and 3 flares. Re was using his seemed 7e4- 
die. Bravo stated at 01541 there were tropps to the as 	of hie 
and that the aloud, were at the tops of the trees* there were 
breaks starting to appear south cast and south west at the AAR 
seine* Mr 02452 the tops of the clouds over Brave were doom to 
4110Ctt. At 0305Z. Brave stated that he had moved troll Witt 
City to Omaha* The weather esetinued the same with breaks 
Lag in the *veriest. Sandy 07 was appointed 0 	31 8C at 02Z. arif  
1405Z, Bigot 02B sovnded liko he was whispering is the radie. No 
definite eeeeeie wee reoeived at this tins as it vas vohntelligible. 
This vas tho last positive radio modest made with Bigot OM. The 
weather sentinued the came for the neat two hours with as further 
progress made. sandy 09 reported ground tire in the area but no 
one took aey hits. Continuous attempts wars mods to get either 
wise sonteat or a beeper frost Brave* Bandy 01 muds repeated at-
tempts to get under the overcast. he was emahle to remain =der 
the overlies% and reach the area et the survivor* At MU. Moot, 
09 was appointed as 060. Attempts were made on all AAR trespass/se 
to osataet the Breve man. The weather started to break overhead 
the AAR seen* at 0638i* The aircraft on the teens at the time 
mere usable to make any visual sighting of the •urvivor* $4 VP" 
proximately 0455Z, a noise beeper. veise was hoard en 241604, 
moms of the aircraft ammitoriag were able to distimguish whet was 
dlid or who had said it. The weather had started to neve beak 
into the area agaia. A beeper MUD heard at 0731Z and *pis at 
012514 Bing 21 advieed 5andy 09 to try to got a thlasy 
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No shihey oheeryed from the area. Sandy 09 reported )7 10 tire from the area. At 080CZ Clouds started to move bask imiek Zia 
area. Authenticators were requested free ask at 0405Z. 4, the entire area use overoas t *gain. An 85 MK gen had begun to tire 
at 0$122. At 0850Z ths 85 NH had fired a second time. At this tase es began receiving Bandit malls from Squid and Crab. the 844 fosses 
were mewed to the west. At 10002, all BAR tomes vete direotod to R. The last positive voice contest made with Bigot 0111 eme at 
0525Z when he stated that he leaf all right. He had loaded olla 
and oonfideat on all voice tomtast up to that time. 

XING Al Crerwessibers 	 AAR Throes 

fir ; 21 
King 2) 
Sandra 01, 02, 04 04, 05, 
06, 07, , 04, V), 12„ 
13, and 
Jolly Green 61. BI, 60, 56 
Mail 45, 5,, 47. 23 
Wolf 01, 02, 0), 04 

AC/AMC Major Joao* 
CP 
	

Msjor Resole 
CP 
	

list Badmen 
eapt Moore 

AO 
	

BSgt Hunt 
FB 
	

TSgt Wil.oii , 
LS 
	

Tngt, Siessorai 

Major, ,„AAF 
er/Airborne Mission Commander 
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The alpha crewmember from Gunfighter 13 was not recovered. 

On 20 January 71 while Jolly Greens 77 and 71 were 

flying locally they observed a ball of fire in the air and 

then saw two parachutes descending feet wet two miles east 

of Monkey Mountain. Both helicopters immediately went to 

the scene and recovered the crew of Gunfighter 03. The 

aircraft commanders of Jolly Green 70 and Jolly Green 71 

were Major Mudd and Captain Gary Hoven. Major Mudd made 

the 600th save recovered by the 37ARRS on this mission. 

On 6 February 71 while Jolly Greens 65 and 73 were 

on orbit they were advised by Queen that a South Vietnamese 

UH1H, call sign Butterfly 063 was down 109 degrees for 18 

miles off Channel 69. Five persons were on board. Both 

helicopters departed for the scene and were joined by 

Sandy aircraft. After the Sandy aircraft prepared the area 

Jolly Green 65 recovered the five South Vietnamese crew-

members. Jolly Green 65 was flown by Major Ryland R. 

Drelbeibis. This may have been the first recovery of 

Vietnamese personnel by Jolly Green forces. 

On 9 February 71 a Medevac mission was completed by 

Jolly Green 77, which was on alert at Bien Hoa. A woman was 

hemorrhaging at Con Son Island and requil.ed evacuation to 

medical facilities. The evacuation to Saigon was without 

Incident. The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 77 was 

Captain Donald G. Beattie. 



Rescue crewa from 
the 37t.h ARRS 
picked up rive 

iaamose Aar 
\-ew members 
N  turdey after 

hc.re  
Viet-
Force 
la t. 

tei,de 

37th CrSTSaves 
Five Vietnamese 

UH-1E 'Huey' 	heli- be the first 	time 
copter went down ap- that VNAE personnel 
proximately 12 miles had been rescued by 
east-aoutheast of the 37th. 
hue. 	 The five rescued 

It. was believed to men, all frcr. the 

VNAF's 213th helicopter Squaeran, were 
lot. Lt. Ngoc Trttn Van, en instructor 
pilot, 2d Lt. Boi Hoang ard I:hiep Dang, 
two student pilots; Sgt. Bat Mai Van, the 
crew chief, and Oapt. hao bo huu, a pss-
senger. 

After their rescue, the \U/SF airmen and 
the rescue crew received a traditional 
hoeing down to welcome them to be Nang, 
much to the surprise of the Vietnamese 
airmen. 

(CO4iall16111-14i. 

VNAF Rescued 
(Continued from Fg. 1) 

Air Eorce !-'aj. Ryland R. Driebel- 
s was the aircraft ccrder of the HE- 
"Buff" that brought the VNAF airmen 

in. The co-pilot whs Capt. Earlton 1. 
Bakke and Pd' (parr_rescuemen) on the 
crew were MSgt. Gorcon C. Bailey and AlC 
James Meulch. Crew chief was SSgt. 
Robert h. Rogers. 

Operating, out of La Lang., two A-1 Sky-
raiders fru. the 56th Special Operations 

at:a“.' Royal Thai Air Force Base, 
Thailand flew ;--.s protective escort for 
the  rescue  aircraft. 

The huey went dcavn in an abandoned rice 
paddy just inland from the coast of the 
South China Sea, according to Major brie-
beibis. "They arparently had mechanical 
proLidas anti had to 1.and in the paddy. 

t!:e scene they were on  top 
t2,ef c:.opper ant: we  just dropped the 

peLetrator down and pulled them up one by 
one." 

The Skyraider p-ots said they saw what 
appeareo to be  crane-type hel icopter 
cont.:rig on the sco-.e to retrieve the iiuuy. 

Living u to theix nctto, "That Others 
May Live", tne meh of the 37th have made 
b. 5 ' SO. `: t'71 slItc e  to Nar,g  in 
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