
 

FROM: 1505 (Lt C(1 Stone/2116) 

SUBJECT: SARCO ror Repot'', for BIGOT 02A & 02B 

TO: DO 

12 Feb 1971 

1. An unsuceesarul raiser.° wus attomptod on 3-6 of February 1971 for Bigot 
02k &02B. The aircraft, an FL4, wont down at approximately 1115 3 Feb 
6 milos north of Dolta 22. Tho reason for bailout is unknown however, 
Bigot 02B stated that there was an aircraft relfunction. This report will 
cover those activitica relating to the SAR forcoa during rescue effort. 
All tiros ore Thailand local. 

2. Sandy 01 & 02, 03 and 04 wore launchod at 1145. Sandy 01 & 02 proceeded 
dircctly to the 70sitlen of the survivor. Sandy 03 & 04 escorted Jolly 
Grocn 56 & 60 ton an initial holding point of 100/90/89. Sandy 01 was 
ap:einted on sceno commanaor at approximatoly 1230. When Sandy 01 establiahed 
contact with Bigot 02A & 0213, 02A stated that ho was in good shape and had 
no injuries. 02'3 stnted - let his back was hurt, but he was alright. 
AP1roximatoly 30 minutcs after Sandy 01 and 02 arrived on scene, Bigot 02A 
stated ho had ma/sweat very eloo to his position. Shortly thereafter he 
atated, "they aro shoo -Ung at me, I'm hit, I'm hit. Help me: Help me!" 
(Ateh 1, Aftor this t•anamiasion no other contact was made with Bigot 02A. 
Sandy 01 & 02 attompted to penotrato the overcast, but the weather was right 
on top of the Karst an they were forced to climb back on tap of the 6500 foot 
overcast. Nail 59, 23 and 42 worked in the area and also attempteL to find 
a hole and pene'rate the cvercast, but their efforts were to no avail. Sandy 
01 & 02 turned ka scone command to Sandy 03 at 15:30 and returned to base. 
(At ch 2). 

3. Sandy 03 & 04 had been holding with tho Jolly Greens and had reached 
bingo fuel after 30 minutes as on scone commandor. Sandy 05 & 06 had been 
acrambled from 1Thon and Sandy 07 & 08 had boon scrambled from Bien Hoa. 
Sandi' 07 & 08 am:iumed tho role of Jolly Green escort and Sandy 05 relieved 
Nail 41 an on scone commander at 1630. hobo 30, 31, 22 and 23 were diverted - 
from their missions and proceeded to the area of the SAR. Sandy 05 was able to 
find a hole and attempted to penetrato the overcast. Ho penetrated the overcast 
and'broke out at 500 foot above tho ground. After getting down there was no 
place to go duo to the poor visibility and the Earst hidden in the clouds. 
Sandy 05 climbed back on top and with Nail 63 and Wolf 04 began to pinpoint 
the survivors location with TACAN and DE. The fine work of Nail 63, Wolf 
04, and Sandy 05 gave a very accurate location of the objective and this 
position was used throughout the rest of the SAR effort. Darkness forced 
the SAR forces to withdraw from the area. Bod down instructions were given 
to J..J.got 02B and a check in night procedure for night coverage woo established. 
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4, The firot days effort conaisted of 8 Sandy acaf , 4 Hobo etrike aircraft, 
4 A-1 CeOko aircraft an 4 Irailo. Also, an unhnowee last movars wore avail-
able for the effort. (Atoll 4) 

5. atensive proparations worn made dnrine the night for tho first light 
effort of 4 Feb 1971. The doployod A-1 alocraft from Bien Noe and Ubon were 
recovered at NIT as well as tho Jolly Groona from Ubon. Four moro Jolly Greens 
from Udorn worn also deployed to NO, giving a total of eight Jolly Green 
resoureoe at MT. Jokor established 0600 as first light and briefings and 
tako off timos wore based on this time. The first six Sandy pilots, two 
nmoko pilots, four Jolly Geoon crows, Vail 45 and King 21 were briefed at 
0400. The Sandy pilots wore briefed on tho call signs of Mig cap, Ironhand, 
Wo-52, Napo, fast mover amoko, and Favowae. They wore also informed that 
Naoiolo othor typos of ordnance would bo available through King 21, the AMC. 

6. Overnight cap was provided Bigot 02D by the Nails and one Candle. Nail 
contacted •ho survivor at 1940, 2030, and 2115. Nail 72 also reported 

being shot at during the night through tho clouds. Ho described the burst 
one kilometer oast of his position, -which was 092/86/89, as black airburat 
lmiliar to an airburst of a MK-82. No contset was made with the survivor 

frau 2115 until Nail 82 made contact at 0415. The weather in the area was 
reported as 8/8 with tops 7000 feet. Bases were unknown. 

7. The first of the SAR forcoo launched between 0530 & 0615. They consisted 
of eight Jolly Greens and four A-1 Sandy aircraft. Sandy 01 & 02 proceeded 
to the area of the survivor and Sandy 03 & 04 escorted the Jolly Greens to 
an initial holding point of 113/50/89. A final holding' point was established 
at 091/79/89 to got tho Jolly Groona closer to the survivor's position in the 
evont,a pickup was attempted. Sandy 01 & 02 arrived in .the area of the 
survivor at approximately 0610 and rolievod Candle 2, as on scene commander. 
Radio contact was ostablishod with Bigot 0211 and he stated he was being 
fired on from 100 meters. The weather in the area was right on the trees 
and Sandy 01 d 02 wore unable to penetrate the overcast. (Atoll 5) 

8. Sandy 05 h 06 launched at 0840. Nail 41 and Wolf 06 were also on scene. 
A fo.4 breaks wore beginning to appear in the overcast to the South and West 
of tle survivors position. Sandy 05 requoatod Pavoways and instructed Nail 
41 t3 put them in on the route structure that could be seen through the 
overcast in the vicinity of Ban Korai Paso. However, bc -fore at :Ices could 
ho put in, tie) weather closed in and the only ordnance that could be put in. 
was CBU-49. SAM and MIG calls were being broadcast almost coutlnoublY. 
37P2 and 851':.1 antiaircraft fire was being directed at the SAR forces during 
the entire period. Wolf 06 reported RHAW indication of gun laying radar. 
Bigot 02B Was requested to nake a choch of his spare radio. This he did 
and it chocked loud and clear. Sandy 11 & 12 arrived on scene at 1315 and 
relieved Sandy 05 FA: 06, (ltch 6) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
9. Sandy 11 an,: 12 arrived on nceno at 1315 and continued to search for a 
wey to penetrate the overcast end pinpoint the survivors position on the 
ground. Sandy 11 final3y wee' able to penetrate the 300 foot overcast, uaing 
OF cute from :ho aurviveno radio, and pinpoint his position. Bigot 0211 
reported that thoro was no ground fire on Sandy 11 for the first four or five 
pteeses, but he reported small arma firo on passes South of his position. The 
small armo fire was coon Joined by 231';% feou the East. Sandy 12 penetrated 
the overcast and reported zru fire. Sandy 12 put down a dud M,47 boMb on a 
hill west of the survivor to use as an IP for tho Jolly Green. Another 23M1 
ntartod shooting at this time and the fire became very accurate. Sandy 11 
took a couple of hits in the loft and right wing. After a look over, the 
battle daring° was aenosood as not significant and Sandy 11 instructed Sandy 12 
to bring the Jolly Green under the clouds. Sandy 11 received several airbursta 
of 23MM directly in front of him and aborted the - pickup attempt. Sandy 11 
jottisonud his atoree, left Sandy 12 as on scone commander and returned to 
NKP. (Atch 7) 

10. Sandy 09 & 10 had scrambled from Da Nang at 1330 and proceeded to the area 
of the survivor. Sane.y 09 received on scene command from Sandy 12 and instructed 
Smoke 41 and 42 to tako the Jolly Greens back to the forward holding point. 
Sandy 09'locatEd the survivor and brought Seedy 10 down through the clouds to 
assist him. Sandy 10 took a 23MM in his right wing and returned to base. 
Sandy 09 then brought Sandy 15 down, briefed him and then returned to NIU. 
(Atch 8) 

11. Sandy 15 bocamo too on scone commander at 1700. Tho eeeatber had deteriorated 
to 300-500 foot. Sandy 15 appraised the ground fire situation, which consisted 
of in, automatic weapons, and much small arms fire, and detorminod that it 
would be iMpousible to suppress too ground fire and have good probability OA 
a helicopter survive a pickup attompt. Sandy 15 gave the survivor instructions 
for another night on the ground and tanned on scone command to Nail 52 at 1745. 
All SAR forces returned to base at 1800. (Atch 9) 

12 e  The SAR effort of 4 February 1971, consioted of 16 11-.1 Sandy aircraft, 4 
A-1 Smoke aircnaft, 8 Jolly Greens, and 5 Nails. An unknown number of wolf 
FACE and fast mover strike aircraft were also used during the day. (Aetch 10) 

13. Ovornight preparations for the effort of 5 February 1971, were similior to 
those of the previous night. All deployed Sandy aircraft were returned to 
NO' along with eight Jolly Groene. Kinn 21 arrived NKP at 0315 and a briefing 
was conducted at 0400 for King 21, Sandy 01 through 06, 4 Jolly Greens and 
Smoke 41 & 42. Tho call signs of Mig cap, Ironhand, and Faveways and strike 
eiroreft were briefed. Overnight coverage of the survivor was provided by 
Nail 99, 96, 76 and 68. No voice contact was made with the survivor during 
the night. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
The SAR effort of 5 Fob 1971 otartod with the launch of Nail 45 at 0520. 

four Jolly Groom, were airborne by 0555. Candy 01 proceeded to the area 
and relieved Nail 45 as on neon() comeandor. Sandy 03 and 04 escorted the 
Jolly Greens to thn initial holding fix. Sarely 01 establiehed vole° contaot 
with the survivor and determined that: (1) He was still using his radio (2) 
Ho still had one canteen of water (3) He wan in good condition (4) He was 
in - el spirits and optimistic about his chances for roscuo (5) There was no 
movement around him  (6) No gum a had boon moved into his position during the 
night. Sandy 01 asked Bigot 02B if he could move over the ridge line and 
Sigref. 02 replied that there was two gun° on the ridge line and he didn't 
thie it was a good idea. Bigot 0213 otated that the weather was right on 
the trecs. Every attempt to penetrate the overcast by Sandy 01 was futile. 
(Atch 11) 

15. Sandy 07 relieved Sandy 01 as on scone commander, established voice contact 
with the earvivoe and continued to search for a hole end an area where the 
coiling would allow flight over the nurvivor's position. Each attempt was 
unsuccessful, Nail 43 and Wolf 04 wore in the area and Sandy 07 requested 
pavewey to cut the road that was visible north Ban Karai Pass. A short time 
after 1100 Nail 43 reported that Bigot 02B came up on the radio three times 
in about fivo minutes. Sandy 07 hoard the last two transmissions which were 
indistinguishable, but wore in an excited whispered tone. This was the last 
known voice contact with Bigot 02D. Sandy 07 & 08 continued to search for a 
way to get over tale survivor's position and during the search strafed a truck 
on the route structure leading to the survivor's location. (Atch 12) 

6. Sandy 09 aosumed on scone comeand from Sandy 07 at 1330 and attempted to 
establish voice contact on all of the survival frequencies. At 1400 the 
wcathor began to brook and Sandy 07 could see tho surviveraocation. However, 
no voice or beeper contact could be Indio. Sandy 07 & 08 continued to circle 
the survivor's position and antiaircraft guns began to fire. This included 
23M„ 372M and 57 or 851,21. Sandy 13 and 14 were on their Iry to the scene 
and Sandy 09 started to brier them when adng 21 stated Illgs were in the area 
and oug, este(' all SAR forces withdraw. Sandy 09, 10, 13 and 14 withdrew and 
returned to Base. (Atch 13 & Atch 14) 

17. All SAR forces returned to NKP. The effort for the day cenoist,d of 14 
Sandy, 6 Jolly Greens, anl 4 Nails. The number of fast mover strike and FAQ 
aircraft is unknown. CAtch 15) 

18. Coverage over the survivor Wft3 again provided by the Nails. No voice or 
bec:esr contact was established during tho night and joker directed that a 
modified effort be made for tho 6th of February 1971. Two Sandy Aells would 
launch with four on ground alert. Six Jolly Greens and four Smoke would remain 
on alert at NKP. sandy 01 and 02 launched at 0710 and proceeded to the area. 
The weather was again overcast and no voioo or beeper contact could be established. 
Sandy 01 and 02 returned to base and no other Sandy aircraft were launched, 

19e During this SAR effort a total of 40 Sandy aircraft flew, 18 Jolly Greens 
Sorties, 13 Nail Sorties and 4 Hobo Strike Sorties. (Atch 4, 10, 15, 16) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

20, This SAR effort wan unsuccessful. We ask ourselves a series of 
questions to determine why. Th000 questions are: (1) was there anytime 
during the extended period of this effort that a pickup could have boon 
attempted with reasonable ansuranco of success? (2) What were the biggest 
stuMbling blocks to success? (3) How would we do it, if it had been done 
over again? (4) Would any of the Sandy low leads have any reason for self 
recrimination? Letts start with the first question and determine if a pickup 
attempt coule., have boon made. The first time that the overcast was penetrated 
and the survivors position was pinpointed was approximately 1330 on 4 Fob, 
the second day of the CAR. Sandy 11 located the survivor and moved the Jolly 
Greens into a position for pickup. Sandy 11 received heavy ground fire, 
sustained battlo damage, and was forced to withdraw (Atch 7). Sandy 09 was 
on tcone and both 09 and 10 received battle damage (Atch 8). Sandy 15 and 
wore tho laat Sandy aircraft on scone on tho 4th of Feb and in his statement 
Sandy 15 states: "It was impossible to sufficiently suppress t.iel ground fire 
and have a cDod prebatLlity of having a helicopter survive a pickup attempt." 
(Atch 9). GA 5 Fob the weather was penetrated, but there was no voice or 
beeper contact which indicated that there was no longer an objective. The 
environment around tho survivor made it impossible for the A-1 to operate 
without being endangered by ground fire. A helicopter is much more vunerable 
and I honestly believe that it would have been shot down. In view of these 
facts I do not believe a pickup could have been made. Now let's look at the 
stumbling blocks to success. First of all the weather was the biggest factor 
in this unsuccessful SAR. At no time did we have Weather conditions that 
would allow the uso of all tho airpowcr that we had at our disposal. Another 
factor was the very hostile environment that the survivor was down in. 
The quantity and quality of antiaircraft defences mado it necessary to use 
suppressive air power against them and without good weather this was impossible 
without endangering tbo survivor. I feel that a survivor can he picked up: 
in a non hostile environment with bad wodthor or in a hostile environment 
with good wonthor. With bad weather and a hostile environment, the chances 
of a successful pickup are nil. Hou would we do the SAR if we had to do It 
again? First, the principals employed by the SAR forces wore sound. The 
only point that can be made is the excessive radio transmissions made to the 
objective and the replies that ho was en.pectod to make. When tho weather 
is completely unworkable, a TACAN radial and DME is close .enough for Sandies. 
If the weather starts to break or the survivor calls and says that it is 
imp7oving, then a pinpoint electronic search should be conducted. Excessive 
transmissions by the survivor or the SAR forces could very easily give his 
position avy to onemv forces. EliminntinS excessive transmissions not 
only will e;:tend the life of the survivors radio, but may also deny the 
enemy information as to his position. 
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GONFIDENTIAL 
Please do not miflunderstInd, if it is necessary to us() the radio, uae it. 
Tho fourth quostion fyls to bo dIreotod to all the Sandy Pilots in the wing. 
There han boon some solf recrimination by tho pilots and we want to prevent 
a situation that could dovolop a3 a result of theca feelings. After a 
study of all of tho stitc:lents mad() by the Sandy Pilots, there is no doubt 
that each and every mombor of the SAR Force did everything in their power 
'o make a succoauful pickup. The Sandy pilots must always remember that 
whom the Nolicoptors aro comilittod, theo tut be a reasonable chance of 
success. Although there 13 a feeling o: "maybe" among the •Sandiss, all 
vou have to do is think how you would feel if a Helicopter had been committed 
nd boon shot down. Do not rush to commit a Holicoptar in the future. The 

'baalo princi?als of soarch and rescue still apply and if ueed will produce the 
desired results, crow mombors rescuod. 

EER3ERT H. STONE, Lt Colonel, USAF 	 16 Ateh 
SAR.30 

1. Statement for Nail 62 
2. Statement for Sandy 01/62 
3. Statement for Sandy 05 
4, Flying Schedule 
5. Statement for Sandy 01/02 
6. Statormont for Sandy 05/06 
7. Statement for Sandy 11 
8. Statement for Sandy 09 
9. Statement for Sandy 15/16 
10. Flying Schedule 
11. Statement for Sandy 01 
12. Statement for Sandy 07/08 
13, Statement for Sandy 09/10 
14. Statement for Sandy 13/14 
15, Flying Schedule 
16. Flying Schedule 
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CONFIUENILtL  

09 et 

Sl'ot for 13Itaii: 

waG serN.1111 ,41 rrola Dc! ii:Aug at 1330 	time. I proceeded to the 
Jol]y holdiAg point and took the Jolly escort from Sandy 07 at 1440. 
A: pro-,cibia Ty ten rali tes kter S:nrisly 11 sent his wingman up to take Jolly 
Green 57 down to the irnn tn atIseci; ,t a pickup. Sondy 11 said the weather 
was too low for all four Slhlys to work with the Jolly during thb pickup; 
no myself and uty wingiunn (..;,ndy 10, Cpt iiamos) stayed with the high Jolly 
in thc holdirAl; arca. As ...sandy 12 took the Jolly down, Sandy 11 stated a 

h::rd just opened uT, oa 	aud ho had tlkch a hit. Sandy 12 gave the 
J011;t to Jook.:.. 41 rz 42 to .e:leort back to the hnldig arcs. Sandy 12 then 
went to oscori; his ler:dor hack. Sal:ay 11 h ,d ::ot briefed the newt low 
6, 10d.i yet, rind aftc-r ntrit.L4 hc could .itn alone he sent Sandy 12 back to 

the. area. The 4o; ;:s. :;e1' -dulcd 3:-.;idy low w-s not in the cea yet, 
no I lert Likcl 41 C44 to f.ncort Vie Jollys ruld I went down with 12 to 

. 1 ook over Oh are. rind .:nt briefed. -;;;,, wingman held above the low ceiling 
L-til I was ruady for him to cone down. As wo apiroached the survivors 
aroa . GaLdy 12 had an nirborst Co off very close to him and ho thought he 

damage- ';Ic left tho immedilte areo and I checked him over. He appeared 
be ok but was low on fuel. cattopted to 7elocite the srvivors area 

4.s.At duo to the low coiling we could not. At this point Sandy 12 P.TBtd 
becauso of low fuel fold I becaNic the on scene commander. The woather at 
this time wan miniNlum workable but I had to go through the process of 
relocating the survivor. I conducted an electronic search above the clouds, 
then dropped down underneath for a visual fix. After approximately 30 
mirtutos I loer,tod the survivor. During this time I haderelocated a 37mai 
and also took fire from a Zir6 a1211roxiviately 400 motors south of tho sur-
vivor. The 37mm could not depress is fire enough to be a real threat 
sihce he wan alvont mile east of the area. After trolling for ground 
fire and clrecLig an ingress/egrens route, I determined that the ZPU 
could he avoided using terrain r.-.9.51tiri:T„ No ground firo was observed along 
the selected route. I ottemptld to msrk an IP, but '44-47 did break open. 
11.y second WP bomb would not rolease. At thin point I went back on top to 
pick up my wingaon and have him IlLark with his ;A-47ts. The weather had 
colic, overcast and I IvId to rely on my knowledge of the terrain to make an . 
IFR letdown. Once undo:- the Weather I showed my wingman the area and 
route and we were preparing to mar% the IP. 4 miug17,an made a turn south 
of the survivor, hear the road, :14 took a 23;:r.1 hit in the wing. Be 
jettisoned ;.is load ri.! headed went toward NIC.Pwith me in trail, After 
determining :le was able to RTD alone, I took Sandy 15 (Maj Keeler) down 
and showed him tho orca and briefed him. I then had to ?TB due to low. 
ruol. It was about 1700 local at that time. Enroute t NKP I discovered 
I had taken some hits from the ZPU. 1:o major damago and RTB was unevent-
ful. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

itc;ITIVL 	;;AiiDY C,9 C. 10 
SAil for OIGOT 0211 (CUIWD) 

t;lo tf.lc I world pith )it 0.2 iC ooundcd fit and in ronsonable 
spirits with no bad guya in his imacdilto nrea. 

Cnptiin , 1.1:3AF 
SANDY 09 
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CONIIDENTIAL 
AThJi:',1; T 

1V16 S,"La. liZAJ.t? 

SaAdy 15/16 'l';j Kecdor /1,% 	unrc launched at 1450 4 Feb 71 to 
escort two Jolly Greens to :Alo initial holding point and to the final 
holding point as required. Approximately 10 minutes after launch the 
On Scene Comander (WC), Sandy 11 0  took Iits which forced him to RM. 
fie was in Q.) process of ;Jotting up for a ricku? a V.ompt„ 

OSC was then turned over to Sandy 12, who called Sandy 15 for an ETA 
to the snrvivors area so he could brief Suldy 15 on the situation and 
release 030 to Sandy 15. Since Sandy 15 was some distance out and 
and Sandy 12 was short of fuel, Sandy 09 and 10 were relieved from 
Jolly escort duty and bricfod on the 7.urvivor3 position. Sandy 09 
the -  took over 83 OSO. Smoke 41-44 then became the Jolly escorts. 

Sanly 09 found the survivor and proceeded to get his forces tor,ethor 
for a pickun attempt. JhIic ho was briefing his wircmn, the wingman 
took a 231m. round in .t.ne rignt wingtip and had to jettison his ordnance 
and 

Sandy 09 Oen took Sandy 15 undor the weather and pointed out the 
survivor and a proposed ingress ronLo for the Jolly Greens. Sandy 15 
took over 030 at ,1:199. 

The wenthor was now overcast with bozos approximately 2800' to 3000 1  
iiSL which grvc 300 1  to 500 ceiling to work, under. After looking 
the area over and observing =Ai fire, automatic weapon fire and much 
small axon fire in Lho vicinity of the s" .vivor, Sandy 15 decided it 
was impossible to sufZiciontly :;uppyess e ground fire and have a 
good probability of havinc a helicopter survive a pickup attempt. 
Sandy 15 then gave instructions to the survivor for another night in 
the weeds. Sandy 15 turned 030 over to Nail 52 at 1745 local and 
returned to Base. 

WALTEttU. KEELUI, i•iajor, USAF 
Jilj:DY 15 

JOHN W. KILAND, 1LT, USAF 
SANDY 16 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
0. I, • 

L;(.;;OULE 

- 	i 	.111 

4 Fob 1971 

Sennfrer 	01 0535 / 	- , On Scene Commander 
;Anger 0535 4,2 
aagon 	03 0542 4.7 On Scene Coander 
Col. Rauch 	04 4.7 
..)onaldoon 	05 4.9 On Scone Commander 
;lathers 	06 w40 4.9 
Young 	07 0940 5.4 
Anderson 	08 0940 5.4 
6mith 	09-  1328 4.0 On Scone Commander 

Battle Dr:mage 
Hawes 	3.0 1323 3.6 IVE-Battle Damage 

Hole in Wing 
Wolcott 	11 1210 3.3 On Scene Commar.der 

IFE-Battle Damage 
Rentz 	12 1,10 4.0 On Scene Cnmmander 

Suspected little Damage 
Place. 	13 1505 3.4 
Madden 	14 1505 3.4 
Keeler 	15 1447 3.7 On Scene Comgander 

Escort JB 54 & 56 
Kilund 	16 1447 3.7 

4011 	240.ko 41 1413 3.4 
Miller 	42 1413 3.4 
Ldans 	43 1455 3.4 
Witt 	44 1455 3.4 

Yarzer 	Naia 45 0605 4.6 
C01. Rouch 	2) 1500 2.7 
McCaslin 	41 0925 4.6 
Brahmer 	51 1215 2,5 In-Low 011 Pressure 
Chenovey 	52 1430 4.7 

Carron 	G 54 1430 ).8 
Cal:ihan 	56 1430 3.8 
Block 	57 1032 7.1 
ncocorgo 	6Q 1032 7.1 
cal:Lihan 	62 0530 6.0 
Carmon 	55 0530 6,0 
McGeorge 	60 0615 1.4 
Rei11y 	61 0615 .1.4 
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CONF1DENTi.. 
REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: Major Wolcott 

SUBJECT: Bigot 02 Bravo SAR 

TO; SARCO 

Sir: 

On 5 Feeruery my call sian was Sandy 05. Captain Keeter was on 
my wing as - Sandy 06. We were back-up for the first-light effort. 
We were launched by Teepeo to replace Sandy 01 and 02, who aborted 
before take-off. We assumed their call signs and proceeded to the 
SAR are:, arriving there shortly after first-light. 

I assumed on-scone-command from Nail 45 and made radio =tact with 
the survivor. As directed by the SARCO, I asked him a nuMber of 
questions. In response I received the following answers among 
others. 

(1) He was still using his frist radio. 

(2) Ho still had one canteen of water. 

(3) He was in good condition with no back problems. 

(4) He was in good spirits and optimistic about hie Chances 
for rescue. 

(5) There was no movement around him. 

(6) Na guns had been moved into his position during the night. 

I then asked him if he could move. When he answered in the affirmative, 
I recommended that he move over the ridgeline to tho north of his 
position. We had taken most of the groundfire th:previous day from 
the south and east, aid I believed we would have a chance of rescuing 
him despite the inability to use fast movers if he could go over the 
hill. He reported that there were TWO Guns" on the ridgeline. 
I had not seen them the previous day, but he was certainly the 
expert in the area, so we told him to stay where he was. 

When T asked about the ceiling, he reported it to be on the tree-tops. 
I than told him to turn his radio off and to come up every 30 Minutes 
with a very short transmiaeion. I instructed him that transmitting 
reduced his battery life much more than receiving. 

noxt move was to try to get under the overcast. When he finally 
reported it to be up to 100 feet, I searched every hole to the west 
and south for an entrance. Every attempt was thwarted by karsts 
which protruded into the clouds. 
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CONFIDENHAL 
After four and a half very fru3trating hour3 I turned over 'Lila. 
on-seens-oommand to Major Donaldson, Sandy 07. 

a / 	. WC- 0,CA 

JOHN J. Corzyrr, Major, USAF 
Sandy 01 
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CONFIDENTH:i. 
a 7. L. 	4. L' 

07 & 08 - 1WIJ DONALD3OhAt Col Hagan - 5 Feb 71 

Jandy 07 & 03 were launched at 0950 local to assume on scene comma!ld of 
the 	Wo veplaced :jaody 03 and 02. Wolf 04 and Nail 43 wero the FACS. 
Ucather in the ar^a was undqrcnst froN 10 iilcs west of the survivor's 
po:jtion all the way to the cast and north. Tops at 4500 /  to 5000' and 
the bottoms at 2200' to 2400'. Contact with the survivor had bocn estab-
lished by 3andy 01 and no statod he was in good spirits. Only hourly con-
tact was being used to conserve travo's batteries.. 

Soon after arriving in the area we began looking for holes in the under-
cast in which to Co  underrcath to search 'for A route wheroby we could find 
the 5urvivor aJid bcc,iu to suppross thr hoavy groundfiro of the previous 
day. Several hlirtn of 23mm were noted north of Bravo's position. We 
We stationed the Nail richt over the :;urvivortr; position, backed off to 
the lorthwcst abm , t five miles fuld hNd %]ie Nail give us hold-downs on 
UHF in order to L:ot a DF to the survivor. We found several thin spots in 
the 'Jndercast and let down to 3000' indicated, hoping tu break out in one 
of tle'valleys. The hiZnest mal.kcd tfrain in the arc was 280C'. This 
procedure was unsuccessful duo to low weather. Next we went down near 
the route øt acturo where it wns beginning to break up, let down VFR to 
the valley f3:)or end proceeded back north in hopes of finding a usable 
route. This too was unsuccessful because the bottoms of the clouds at 
:'.200 1  to 2400' net the rising terrain approxinately two klicks from Bravo's 
position. We again placed the Nail over Bravo's position and attempted 
the DF steer techniquo from the southeast and the north. We could never break 
out of the wolther even though we descended to 3000' inaicated. 

;Itch of the route structure was now visible to the south and we requested 
the doll' FiiC to get soL,e pavoways to cut tho road north of Ban Korai Pass. 
This ordnance WA3 roquestod about 1030 local but to my knowledge was not 
on scene u itil about 1300 local. At 1100 local the survivor checked in as 
briefed and we continued to look for a route to his location. Sometime 
after local 1100, the Nail said he heard Bravo come up on the radio three 
times in about five minutes. Sandy 07 heard the last two of those trans-
missions and it sounded as if Bravo was excited and was whispering into 
the microphone. This was tho last known voice contact with Bravo. 

Oo 41,3ain left the 14E111 holding high so he could listen for Bravo's trans-
missions and also give us DF stors while we were underneath the overcast. 
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fA  
1 	 n 1 A 

JX:LY 07 & 	(GUITID) 

At o .1.13/.-inately 1230 local we dt,cided to fly east under tlio wc, thor until 
ue cao to o or.oent or the rolJa:, 	 thAt wls south of Bravo's 

lcd directl north to tile ;;Iall trai] he wns thought to be on. 
.4it. a point about two klicks south of Bravo we found a largo ID P whore the 
road went through a narrow vnlley.'e!(.3 st'.omptod to tarn north just short 
-)f 

 
the IX but the weather c!Ine down to the top of tho karst at 2200' in&i-

ted. 

L:andy 07 then flow ovor toward th,.: Lai' with tho intentions of perhaps flying 
rii;lit up the road. Ne noted a truck on the road in the IDP and about th.c.t 
time ..;andy 0:1 called out nii.hursto right off 07's tIll. Tho truck in the 
Rh' was noted to also be firillg =le typo of outomatie weapon. Sandy 07 shot 
both Lau 3 pods into tho Ilk nod strfcd the truer with 2Orn„, As he neared 
the pass ho cou3d look to the north nod rme that the clouds ainmot the 
valley floor about 500 meters Jorth of the pass. This final bit of dis-
covery prove that the wonther ia the survivorIs area wan unI.Jorkable. 

At L300 loeL , nndy 07 & 08 had to clinb back on top and go to loiter 
power due to low fuel. Thoy were relieved at approximately 1325 local by 
Sandy 09 a 10. 
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On Feb 5 at 32:40 local, :;andy's 09 & 10 took off to proceed to tho 
area of the CiAR for ilicot 0%i .3. We arriv'd overhead at about 1:20 
local and received a briefing from .;,..uidy 07. hie said they had loot 
contact with the survivor at 11:30 and the weather was too bad to 
Cot under to work. 41; 1330 3andy 09 took on scene command. For 
ziboi t a half an hour we •rie.-.1 to raise fagot 02 on guard ad bravo, 

-(1 (ivita canrnel 	ttny 	ic!:. Atlih CO the ..it..7, ther 
• .1.b7..7at 

: ‘: • 
• , 1.:C; Also 	:t of 

positiea we received 'very accurate 37 and 57 or S5:111. 	:to continued 
circling the survivor's position the rest of the day with no contact. 
.4t/10:30 the ,scr:tior cot bad again. Atn:00 3andy 13 arrived on scene. 

st-:rted to brief hi:n and King caned and said Lkit Nags wore coming 
towani our nrea and sti;;;outed the :;;AA forces it.T.B. Sandy 9 & 
landed at 17: 35. 

JAi.a.; C. 	 USAF 
SA;;DY 09 

IMWARD V. 1L031:e4 Zai , Cnptain, ULU'? 
&Ai; DY 10 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



CONFIDENTIAL 
1..; 1.1 	1 	i'7 

5,14iDY 13 & 14 i:LIWT 	 DUllWOODY/TLION 

ndy 13 & 14 1;:unched froki 	;c6 1605 loc!il 	support of EigoL. 0213 
t on 5 	71. Climb and enroutc to thc OWdegrce/36/59 were norm'. 

When I apirolch(A the hroa contlet win mado with Sand7 09 — the on seehe 
S%ndy 09 briefed me on 123.1 on f), nItualdon. 023 had not . 

reoponded to any eaLls W further voice or becper 	aproximately 
11;7>iillm=.14.7..I wnn briefed on all .:;;iit force preoent. The iail 
was on scee, ,fia Jolly Gril GO 	uith Slndy's 11 & 12 were at the 
forwYrd ho)dl:C roli 4 L, No ;4IU Clif or Iron 	vj or Uolf YAO were available. 

aproxinintol:r 1645 loeql I took on :;eeile co.:.mand. Dandy 09 flight "Mid 
to Gil i2,9. The weather WIN 7/n ov7rert at fklaproxiiirltely 5 ) 000 feet over 
the r;urvivor ui. Lj i Anothi7r irok.en deck ftt 65()0 feet. I briefed Liles ;4ail 
to co to 11,500 fect dive..!tiy (-)Ihr, r ti)c ;:urviver and to try coi4tact with 
073 Oh 4, 1 1 , 0, D fropenrieS. 	te tieifails radios were superior, 
I hoped tiult c“ntocL eou:14 be uide better this ways I then decided to 

Landy 14 hik;h while I Lricd to got below the weatLer in the area 
of the survivor. As we mnde descent 	ig call over Guard indicatedMigs 
in the proxiauty. 1;inc told -es to pull all SAR forces back to CH 89. 
At approximately 1730 loectl we had to RTB. 

RIUARD N. Diin400DI, IA Colonel, USAF 
SAi:Di 

CHARUZ L. Li-TON, 1LT, LiSF 
SANDY 14 
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YL:G ..;CliEMLE 5 Feb 1971 

FILOT 	 3 T- cIE RE4ARKp 

Uolcett 	01 
Icecto;7 

0552 
0552 

5.1 
5.1 

On Scone Commnnder 

Stonr 	 03 0557 6.3 
Oberlin 	04 0557 6.3 
Dolt 	 05 1055 4.9 
Col. '.:alah 	06 1055 4.9 
Donnle.uon 	07 
I L3 	 M 

0'140 
0940 

4.4 
4.4 

On Scene Commander 

Paine 	 09 
Lorenzen 	10 

1247 
1247 

4.4 
4.4 

On Scene Commander 

aolv,rts, P, 	11 1502 2.3 
Wil5on 	12 1500 2.3 
Dusiwoody 	13 
Tipton 	14 

1610 
1610 

2.5 
2.5 

On Scene Commander 

Willinsits 	'T G 61 0535 7.2 
Ble67 	 62 0535 7.2 

re  Strayer 	)) 0 600 5.1 
Clrmcn 	60 0600 5.1 
Callahan 	56 1236 6.1 
Rainy 	57 1236 6.1 

Yurger 	liAil 	45 0520 4.9 
Col. Rouch 	23 0[355 5.2 
Gihaon. 	49 1230 4.9 
Latham 	47 1425 4.2 
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FLY71.;;G .,DULE 4 	 6 Fob 1971 

PiLois 
	

TAEOYF 

13.(mltz 	01 	 0710 	4.7 	On Scene Commander 
Lyon 	 02 	 0710 	 4.7 

* Naila wore on sceno al1 day monitoring 
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CO N up,FAT 

FROM: 23TAS5:1st Lt David W. Jensen/3205 
	

3 Feb 71 

SUWEGT: SAR for niget 02 

TO: 1st SOS (LtCol Norbert Stone) 

1-;ben I arrived on scone at 0111157, Nail 59 nnd Wolf 04 were lo:dking for flit 
02. Wolf Oh locatoe hi.r; ponitton by r1ying over the survivor And asking him 
when he 14:ILI overhead since the weather was completely undercast. I contacted 
Di!Tet 02 Alpha also by flying over his positioli. The position was fixed on 
the 022 °  r.7,dial at 86 DNB off of ch.an -J1 a9. The Sandys and Nails both took 
a few rounds of AAA but nothing close since they were shooting up through the 
clouds. Diet 02 Llpha said he could hear small .arms firing, then while I 
WV.3 talking to him he said, "Pm taking fire, I'm hit, help! holpl, I give up, 
1 give up, I give uplu. This was the last transmission from Alpha. 
a:sum3d by the sound of his voice that ho was surrounded completely and that 

nad him. 

Diget 02 Bravo said he was on 
c' - to. He said ho could hear 

I was rcleived by Nail 
position plotted in the Karst 
they were relatively close to 
Bigot 02 Alph.1 so quickly. 

C:),„ --- • 

ILWID J. JENP,EN, 1St Lt, USAF 
23rd TASS/Nail 62 

hill side about 50 meters up from his pa'.a-
voices at what he thought was about 100 meters 
63 at 08504 and RTB to channel 89. The TACAN 
off of the'routc segment, however I believe 
the lines of communication since they got to 
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TA T -,r; 	.1;14.2 

z,112IVI; 10A BIGOT 02A& 02B 

bigot 02 A&B (First Day) Slady 01/02 L;; ,onfialler 

e 	 word to scrmlblo for the SIU: at anproximatoly 1130, I 
arriied 011 scene at around 1230 and ianedittoly was appointed on — scene—
commander by King 21. 

contactd 02 A&B and found nut they were in good shape but had movers 
pronad LJicrn, Tho w(!thnr 14:15 eon l )lotely overcast to 6500ft. I made an 
0.tt0u1t to got under the ovf,reast but failcd. I had been taning to the 
survivors for nhont 30 minutes when Alpha called and said the activity 

incretwinl crhund him. AbTrat 5 mil,ute later ho said they were coming 
up tho hill, 'Toy nre shooting at me. lin hit, I'm hit. Help me. Help." 
That was the last contact 1 had with h.iJa. 'Jo tried to no avail to get 
under thn wcnther but tee o1ov60 were laying on the Karst Tops. For the 
rest of the pftcrnoon we kept tabs on Bigot 02 Bravo, just hoping for a 
broA in the cloud dock. 

Nail 59, 23 ad 41 worked with Us throughout the afternoon. They did an 
outstanding job of coordination between King and Hillsboro on the fragging 
of aircraft to the scene as well as ordering the ordnance they thought 
might be needed if the weather broke. 

At approximately 1530 I called Sandy 03, who was holding with the Jolly 
Greens, to brief him on the situation. Lt Miller and I then RTB'd because 
of lo y fuel. 

THOM,IS J. 	iLT, IT,JAr 
SANDY 01 

JOHW H. AILLLH, ILT, USAF 
SANDY 02 
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0AR LOVOJT 6A;.DV 05 LL W11,6A 
iiigoL 02 3 Feb 71 

Launched from Ubon at 1530 & oxrived on scene at apProximately 1630. Nail 
41 was in the nroa hut, wan jnst about to liT13. N-41 briefed me & Nail 63 
who bad al5o i trived in tho Pres. 

a-63 was firs -L to have contact with 02Bravo & relayed his transmissions 
to me. Tno Cow tieo I w:in in contact with ;!1'4114 he c:Ime in very brol:en 
& N-63 relayed for me. 

The weather in t1,0 are 	overolst with aprexirately a 300 1  - 5(.10 1  
ceiling, kt one Li:;ie 	ralnaged to Get down through a hole in the cloud 
cover only t- find no Nace to go underneath. 

Coorainating with N-63 and Wolf 04 (an F-4 PAC) wo "pinpointed" Bravos's 
--, nition using the coand of or aircraft am wo correlated with Bravo on the 
4.-dio. In this way we dotormined a Tann radial & DidE. 

At approxima .Oly 1830 I made a last transmission to Bravo to dig in for 
e night & assured him we'd bo back at first light. We RTBld 89 upon 

lastruction from King. 

IWBEHT L. WILSON, 1LT, USAF 
SANDY. 05 
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FL11Cr 3C,ILDULE 3 Feb 1971 

.1'. IJ,OT !.;AjiPY T.".,:;0i.'1? TI: 8 PZiiliriCS 

Lyon 01 1145 4.7 On 3cone Commander 
Niller 02 1145 4.7 
Paine 03 1145 r 	--, )..• On Scene Commander 
Le -iblice 04 1145 5.2 
Wileon 05 1530 3.7 On Scene Commander 
Oberliii 06 1530 5.7 
aoborts, 	i'. 07 1443 .?,. 
Lorenzon 03 1443  

Adam:; 	3mokg 41 157.0 2.6 
Lowo 12 1520 2.6 
Dolt 43 15:10 2.6 
W1tLe 44 1520 :‹'.6 

1-:cCa1in PAL], 41 1240 5.3 
Yaleiok 63 1528 3.7 
Applegate 50 0850 5.1 On Scone CoTimander 
Jenson 62 1115 5.2 On Secne Commander 

Dunwoody Wiall 30 1150 5.9 
P:Iillips 31 1150 5.9 
Tipton 22 1305 4.2 
Carmichaol 23 1305 4.2 
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T 

SANDY 01 & 02 1LT 3G-11.1,%.'ilat/CAI'T L3E:Gal 	 4 Feb 19'71 • 

Z.",Rndy 01 & 02. lgunched at 0535 locr.1.1 in upport of Bigot 02B, We arrived 
on senile. ad  bran rtn electronic sr..irch for the survivor, Sandy 01 . 
assumed on ;. ter.9:0 co-,clond from C-n,dle 23, Nail 45? arrived shortly and 
h . '! alone with Ino Cndi 	conanned the electronic se.Irch. Radio contact 
waa estiblished with *Jogai; 0213 and he said he had people Shooting at him 
from 100 in away. The vie:ltiier in tho area was right down on the trees, so 
theSrindiea eoi Id not, 	nniler it. Nail /..5 tried to get under the weather 
but could not a decent hole. Bigot 0213 then reported everything was 
quiet. The 3at1C1i0J then orbited with the Hail waiting for a brettk in the - 
weather. No breaics whin, so z•I t 0930 local we ti....rned over on scene Command 
to Sandy 05 & 06 and ICTB I d. 

GARY 1. 	 1LT, USAF 
S.i..NDY 02. 

AICHAEL D. sioGia, capt, USAF 
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3.41,1)Y. 05 & 06 1112 	 4 Feb 1971 

sandy 05 a 0(. wore l'ida,hcil at 0840 loerd to assume on scene com7vlud from 
6andy 01 & O. On ecec neJ-ival to Survivor's Lotion was ;:neventful. 
1 ,1eati.er wns ubdnrenst bcc,inaihg about 10 miles west of 02 Bravo's position 

rd all the wy to the eflot. i few bres ucre noted south ardwcstof 
iJravo. Jaudy 01 pve a mood briefing and showed us on thc ThGAN 0910  radial 
at 86; Jill whore we could contact the survivor. Nail 41 and Wolf 06 were 
also at the 

So;ne of the route structure could he seen through the clouds in the 
i.1.: -Icdiate arca of D.io Knrai i'a! , 3 and I rcrluestod the 1:ail put in come 

ravcwa7s to cut the. road. The ordha -hee w.es rc -luestod and Showed up an hour 
late2 but wan not ]Tut in duo to wcytiler having obscured the tart in the 

:;nr1 sitn -Unn h!:11,cr.c,d nr,vcn:l tims in the ne;:t four hour3. 
The wily ordilence we could put i wee 	CDU-49 directly on the rood south 
of 02 Bravo. Jloily 05 tiwn decided to c;:71ore somo breaks in the weather 
in hopen of bin g able to L:et under the weather and more occurately spot 
the 3urvivor. All atinlvto to do L'eir filed because of low clouds and 
karst that extended up to uoarly 3 ) 000 feet. 

About 1200 the survivor called aud said the big guns at the east end of 
the valley were firing each time we made a pass in that direction. At 
first he called out the 37m fire and Inter he said an 85mm was firing. 
The Wolf Fac verified the 85mm due to the large blnek airbursts above him. 
The 37mm Was being fired through the clouds and v:s not accurate. SAM 
and ifiG varr - .ngs were being broadcast almost continously. Sandy 05 asked 
the Ironhand flight to patrol the nrea forraVa indicati , ms of gun laying 
radar. None was reported. .1.ndy 05 & 06 continued to probe the area for 
an egress route to 02 Dravo and also made sure Wolf and Nail did not query 
02 Bravo too often thereby ur,ing up his batteries. Bravo 02 was requested 
by King to mrkc a check of his spare radio and it was checked OK. 

aout 1315 local Candy 11 & 12 arrived on scene and imnediately reported 
fairly accnn;te 23mm fire. Candy 05 briefed Candy 11 on the situation 
'(:1 showed him the TACA'ai location of the survivor. The 23mm and 37mm 
fire was being reported alsmost continuously by Sandys t  the Nail and the 
Wolf Files. On scene command was passed to Sandy 11 at approximate1y1330. 

aonaT J. DOWILD5ON, Mai )  USAF 
&INDY 05 

J41i ,IIES I. MATI1116 1  1LT, USAF 
SitiiI)/ 06 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
..TT ; 	MO WOLCOTT 

SUBJECT: SAH FOR BIGOT 02 !MVO 

TO: SARCO 

Sir: 

would liko to prornco my report with a briof remark or two. 

Thin was tho most frurtrating, disappointing, nild saddening SAR 
hnvo IN-Ph on. .0andy pilots havn written a long, proud, and gallant . 

 history of roseun in Southeast Ania, but this unsuccessful SAR for 
02 nravn unfortkkilotLnly (1003 not blot to this pl.oud herithgc. 

Tim minsion the nandy/Jorly tor n ia to extract downed airmen from 
the vory olutchno of tho cnomy. '::0 have been reasonably successful 
in the pant. Our proven capability to accomplish this mission has 
made a significant contribution to the high moralo of combat pilots 
in Southonst Asia. 

Dirt we didn't accomplish this mission on the /ith of February - 
we didn't save 02 Bravo. I personally receive very little consolation 
from hearing: "Well, one has to expect to lose one every now and then," 
or "Woll, the weather and existing defensos just didn't permit an 
nttompt," or even worse, "We did all wo could." After talking with 
02 ;;ravo for two days, listening to undaunted courage and appreciating his 
cool profossionalism, I rew to respect him and to beccm dmotionally 
attached to him. I am damnod sorry that wo couldn't rescues him. 
shall always remember February 4th, 1971 )  as a very ad day in my life. 

What follows is a narrative description of my part in tho SO for 
Digot 02 Bvivo: 

14y call sign W13 Sandy U. I launched on 4 February about noon 
to rr,plann the pronnnt On-Scene-Commander, Sandy 05. Captain Rentz, 
Sandy 12, was my wingman. Re was also Low Lead qualified and was a 
tremendous asset. 

When we assumed osc, the weather and poor voice contact with the 
survivor wore tho two primary obstacles to a successful SAR. Overcast 
skies which Were reported to be only about 300 foot over the survivor 

. had forced the nbandonmont of all previous attempts to visually acquire 
02 Bravo. About 30 minutes after my arrival the weather began to improve 
somewhat; some holes bogan to dovolope to tho south and west, and we 
could se' the ground in several placev. 

Poor and Arroj .pilar contact with 02 Bravo made effective communi-
cation with him very difficult. talon we did hear him, he sounded as 
thouch ho was in the bottom of a barrel. Wo asked him to remove the 
acoustical eouplor, but I did not hear his response. He still souzded 
the samo when I did hear him again. 

Apparently 02 Bravo could hoar me clearly all the time. Wolf 04, 
wh) happened to be a olassmato Or 02 Bravo, stated that he was 

CONFLDENTIAL 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



CONFIDENTIAL 
answerin al.1 of y transmis:dons. The Well rolayod all calls to mc. 
Be then began rn elootronle :-eol:ch for 02 Crave, . When he got station 
p:...s;!ag.?, he lit his A*13's ond askod 02 5rAvo if he "could hear the Wolf." 
02 Bravo responded that he could rind that he had seen the Wolf through 
a thin hole. Wolf 04 bron ,:ht me over to the ret and pointed out the 
bolo, on elongated trough through whica this ground was clearly visible. 

I nAod,02 Bravo if he could hoar my aircraft, and he responded 
that he could, though ho couldn't see me. I asked him for a hold-down, 
proceoded to tho irough in the clouds and let down. The holo disappeared 
juat boforo I ot under tho overcast, but 13 .favo said he had about 300 
feet, no I continued 	n couple of seconds more before breaking out. 
I lost contact with 02 Bravo during the doscont, so I turned ',round 
nnd again. asked for a hold-down. After several momnts of gettilig no 
re:loons°, 	finally got 4 solid Ed indication, followed it until 
.getting station passar;e, and then rovorsed course. After several 
such pasnol I felt that I had a general idea of his location. Terrain 
in his vicinity consisted of rolling hills with karst formations to the 
north and east, flatior country with Good roads to the south,and rugged 
mountainous terrain to the West. Thera were definite eigns of human 
life to the oast and south, but none to the west, so I decided that 
the West mould be aafe for bailout. 

The weather WE1.3 a severely limiting factor. The visibility was 
probably no more than throe miles in haze, and the ceiling varied from 
about 300 feet over the tops of the hills to about 900 feet over the 
valley floors. I didn't see any kalta or mountains touching the clouds. 

02 Bravo was in good spirits. He was in good condition and seemed 
to be reliovod to have an aircraft in sight overhead. 

I spent come time trying to fix his exact location. He was 
oxtromely difficult to understand, and I lost contact with him when I 
would fly on tho back side of the hill upon which he was situated. . 
Because of the difficulty I had understanding him, I finally had to 
:resort to questions which he could answer with a "Roger" or "Negative." 

I f:nally narrowed his location down to one brown area on a 
particular hill. It matched his description of a clearing with a 
standing dead troo. I got station passago every time I passed it, 

. and ho told me that ho was at my 9 o'clock sevoral times when I 
pnnsod it to the right. I folt that I had pin-pointed his position to 
within about 50 meters and that it would be safc to expond ordnance 
around hLm if needed. I did no-Vic:ice.' ) his parachute, though I new 
several flare parachutes in the area. I believe ho stated that "they" 
had pulled his parachute down from the trees. 

When I asked about ground firo, ho said that I hadn't taken any 
on the first 4-5 passes, but that I was taking sm41 arms and automatic 
weapons on every pass south of his position. This made sense because 
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CONFIDENUAL 
there war a small rood south of him which ended up in tho trees. There were 
sc ./oral bunkers and gun pits around the road, but I didn't see any 
guns or any groend fire. 

I told him to turn off hie radio 11!'.065I took ground fire, in 
which case I wilted him to toll me inmet .ately with a "Roger, Roger, 
Rogor." Wisen ho would indicate that I was taking ground fire, I 
would query him about its location and type. He told me of a WU 
to the southwest and "somothing biggor" to the east. I finally saw 
the WU (or at loest the tracors) on on pass to the south. He was 
behind the aircraft and didn't seem to be very accurate. I. then began , 

 to see the "something bigger" in tho form of several 23m1fl airburstu. 
They were generally out in front of the aircraft or off to the left 
as I made a left turn. I can only speculate that the gunner was used 
to fast movers nnd led me too much. 

I pickled off nomo CPU on the road south of 02 Bravo. I then 
covered the bunkers and a trail network as well as I could with two 
cans of CHU. 02 Rravo roported that the SA/AW continued, though it 
was considerably reduced in volune. 

On ono pass when I had a LAU 3 pod set up to hit this area again, 
I looked off to the east just in time to see a 23mm muzzle flash.' 
Prior to this time he had only shot at me from behind. I emptied out 
the pod in the direction of the cave which was producing the nestle°. 
The first couple of rockets missed badly because I had "Gus on the 
aircraft, but I'm fairly certain that the last two or three were 
within several motors. The gun must've been well pretected, because 
it continued firing. I broke off and returned to 02 Bravo, deciding 
to avoid the area to tho east as much as possible. 

I was now getting 23mm fire on almost every pass near the 
survivor, onorally as I turned to the north. The fire usually con-. 
slated of sbout throe airbursts several hundred meters off my left 
wing or off the nose. 

I then celled Captain Rentz down for assistance. Ho found a hole 
and did a fine job-  of locating mo with D2 steers. I tried to show him 
the approximate location of the survivor. As he made his first pass 
over the position, I saw the ZPU tend tracers behind him. They were • 
very low trajectory, Tuld I could not determine their source, though 

suspect they came from a road to the southwest. 

Captain Rentz also took some 23mm airbursts off his left. wing. 
The airburete continued, but we did not see the ZPU again. 

had tried earlier to mark a hill with a dud 4'P bomb. This was 
to be both an IP for the Jolly Greens and a roference point for the 
next OSC in the event we had to depart. I couldnit'get Nine to break 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
apart, but Gapt Rentz laid a perfert mark right on top of the hill. 
It stnyed there nn long al we wort) on-scone. I then called Kin:; and 
asked that the Jollios and Smokan coma to a forward holding point. 

By this time we had two 23's firing on U4. 02 Bravo continued 
to call around fire on ovrry circuit around his position. I picked 
up a couple of amall hits in the left and right wing and asked Sandy 
12 to look me ovor. He didn't sea any fuel or oil leak so uo continued. 

1;y initill plan was to uso the Smoke aircraft to cereen off the 
23's to the on:.t and south000t with one lino and the ZIT to the south. 
west with another line. After thinking about it for a minute or two, 
however, I changed my mind about the Smoke aircraft. The following 
fectori entered into this decision: 

(1) There van very little working room undlir the cloud dock and 
it would have boon impossible to work more then 2 aircraft and heli-
copter. 

(2) I didn't want to have tho Smokes shot down in their straight 
and level delivery run (one was an H with no visibility out the right 
side). 

(3) I believed I could put down an adequate screen with Dv CBU-22. 

About this -aimo the accuracy of the 231m gunners seemed to improve. 
They didn't lead so much anymore and I found myself dodging their 
airbursts from time to time. I went to max power somewhere in here 
and corcentratod more on moving the aircraft. I also saw my first 
RPG's shout than - two of them about a mile north of the survivor. 
They 'were well below me and off to the side. 

I sent Sandy 12 to pick up the Jolly Green and bring him under 
the clouds. I tented the other Jolly to stay above the clouds and 
wanted Sandy 09 and 10 to remain with the high Jolly in the event 
wa got a NIG warning. I expanded the rest of my OU-25 and rockets 
near the road to the south of the survivor while Gapt Rentz escorted 
the Jolly down through a hole. 

I briefed the survivor on how to uso his smokes and how to get 
on the penetrator. I planned my smoke screen to the east and south 
and was about to execute this and give the Jolly a briefing when I 
looked in my roar view mirror and saw fuel streaming (probably from 
the stub tank). About that time several 23 . airbursts went off in 
front of me and I flow through their little puffs. The shrapnel 
had already 'fallen an I hit the smoko. I guess I panicod at the 
acrid smoll I got and told King I had fuel streaming and smoke in 
the cockpit. He told mO to "get out of thore' and I concurred. I 
didn't know whether I'd taken damage, and I d in't like the smell, so 
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CONFIDENiiis; 
pul/ed off my ordnnnee and climbed tilromn the clouds, returning to 

NIT without incident. Captain Itentz remained behind and became the 
new OSC. 

J611-',N J. (110LCOTT, Major, ULAF 
Sandy 11 
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BIGOf 92 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Despite a supreme effort by a multitude of zealous SAN 

crewmembers, attempts to rescue Bigot 02 Alpha and Bravo were 

unsuccessful. The major effort lasted for four days and involved 

hundreds of frustrated personnel who were continually denied 

success by extremely adverse weather and overwhelming enemy 

defenses. Forces remained over the objective position around 

the ClOCK and relished opportunities to break through an almost 

continuous cloud cover with ceilings that ranged from tree tops 

to 500 feet. When momentary breaks in the weather did occur 

eager pilots Immediately challenged rugged terrain and low 

ceilings in attempts to reach the survivors. Each effort was 

met by intense enemy resistance which included everything from 

small arms fire to b5 millimeter Anti-Aircraft fire, SAM's 

(Surface to Air Missiles) and Russian built Mig aircraft. One 

experienced Sandy pilot described the effort as "the most frus-

trating, disappointing, and saddening SAR 1 have been cfn 

(C) On 3 February 1971 Bigot 02 Alpha and Bravo bailed out 

of their F -4 aircraft after experiencing an undetermined malfunc-

tion. They landed in Laos at an extremely well defended area 

near Ban Karai Pass which is located on the border of Vietnam. 

Their position was determined to be 092/bb from Tacan Channel d9. 

129. SARCO Report for Bigot 02A and 02B, 12 Feb 71, Document #3. 
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Alpha reported that his condition was good and Bravo reported 

he injured his back but that he was all right. They were in 

rolling hills and karst, very near lines of communication, and 

close to a major route segment of the Ho Chi Minn Trail complex. 

There was a complete overcast and extremely low ceilings. The 

survivors reported enemy activity in their Immediate area. From 

all indications they were down under extremely adverse conditions 

and it would take a super effort as well as good fortune to 

rescue them. 130 

(C) Several aircraft were directed to the area immediately 

and Sandy 01/02 arrived at approximately 1230k. Sandy 01 took 

charge as On-Scene Commander and although the pilots had been 

able to locate the approximate objective position by electronic 

means, it was impossible to locate the survivors exactly due to 

the solid overcast weather conditions. Several unsuccessful 

attempts were made to penetrate the weather and fly under the 

clouds. Both survivors were reporting intense enemy activity 

near their position. At approximately 1300 Bigot 02 Alpha 

reported that the enemies were coming up the hill. Shortly 

afterwards the last reported broadcast from him was "They are 

shooting at me. I'm hit, Help me. Help". 131 

130. Ibid. 
131. Ibid. 
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(C) Throughout the day efforts to reach the downed crew-

members continuer to fail. Only one aircraft, an A-1, was able 

to penetrate the weather and when he broke out underneath he 

reported there was absolutely no place to go. At approximately 

1b30 activities were terminated due to approaching darkness and 

Sandy 05 directed Bigot 02 Bravo to dig in for the night and 

assured him all forces wou/d return at first light. Nail FAO's 

were directed to maintain surveElance over the position through-

out the night while extensive preparations were made for a first 

light effort on 4 February 1971. 
132 

(C) However the second day was to be just as exasperating 

as the first. A total of 20 A-1's, eight Jolly Green helicopters, 

five Nail FAC's and numerous fast movers were unable to reach 

Bigot 02 Bravo. The first aircraft on the scene were able to converse 

with the survivor and ascertain that his condition and morale were 

good but no one was able to penetrate the weather for a close 

observation. Occasionally weather in the general area would break 

up somewhat and expose minor segments of roads and communication 

lines. Ordnance was requested for striking these fleeting targets 

which disappeared again under the weather before the ordnance arrived. 

The only successful strike was some OB1G-49 discharged on a route 

segment south of Bravo's position. As more small breaks in the 

weather occured Sandy 05 attempted several penetrations without 

132 * Ibid. 
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success. The survivor reported that big guns (31 and 05 

millimeter) were firing at the east end of the valley each 

time an aircraft made a pass in that direction. These reports 

were verified by large black air bursts in the sky above the 

aircraft. Other pilots were reporting accurate 23 and 3Y 

millimeter ground fire while SAM and Mig warnings were being 
133 

broadcast almost continuously by ground control agencies. 

(C) Shortly after Sandy 11 arrived and assumed On-Scene 

Command the weather improved somewhat. Holes developed in the 

south and west and the ground was observed in several places. 

Sandy.  11 was able to fly under the clouds and narrow Bravo's 

position down to within approximately 50 meters. During his 

several passes he experienced numerous incidents of ground fire 

and delivered CBU and LAU on tninkers, trail network and a cave 

entrance which had been producing gun flashes. Sandy 11 directed 

his wingman to come down and join him and to discharge a white 

phosphorous rocket for everyone's orientation and to mark the IP 

(Initial Point). In spite of the continuing bad weather and 

active resistance, Sandy 11 planned a pick up attempt and directed 

the Jolly Green helicopters and Smoke aircraft to a forward hold-

ing position. During the process Sandy 11 took battle damage, 

developed a fuel leak, and detected an acrid odor in the cockpit 

and decided to depart the area. Command was assumed by Sandy 12. 1,4 

133. Ibid. 
134. Ibid. 
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(C) The weather was duteriorating again, Sandy 12 was run-

ning low on fuel and he suspected he had taken battle damage. 

Sandy 09/10 arrived and took command but Sandy 12 had to depart 

before he could point out the objective position for the new On-

Scene Commander. It took this flight of A-1's approximately 30 

minutes to locate the survivor. They also located the resistance 

and planned another pick up effort. Sandy 09 discharged an M-4' 

white phosphorous rocket which malfunctioned and failed to mark 

the IP (Initial Point). His second rocket would not release so 

he called in his wingman to mark the IP. Almost immediately 

after descending under the clouds Sandy 10 took battle damage 

from 23 millimeter ground fire and had to depart the area. 

Sandy i5 arrived to take command and Sandy 09 departed for low 

fuel. Enroute to home station he discovered that ne had 

sustained battle damage but was able to return without further 

incicent. 135 

(C) Sandy 15 surveyed the deteriorating weather conditions 

and weighed the accumulated battle damage and increasing ground 

fire in the area of the survivor. By then it was past 1700L and 

already poor visibility was being handicapped by approaching 

darkness. Considering all these factors Sandy 15 decided it 

would be Impossible to adequately suppress the defenses and 

provide a reasonable opportunity for the Jolly Green helicopter 

to survive a pick up attempt. Thus another frustrating day ended. 

135. Ibid. 
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at 1745L when Sandy 15 instructed the survivor to dig in for the 

night and turned On-Scene Command over to Nail 52. 
136 

(C) At first light on 5 February 19y1 Sandy 05 returned 

and determined that the survivor was in good spirits and 

optimistic about his chances for rescue. His back did not 

bother him, he still had water and radios, there was presently- 

no movement about him and no guns had moved into the area through-

out the night. However the ceiling remained at tree top to 100 

feet and Sandy 05 was unable to penetrate the clouds for the 

remainder of his time on station. Frustrated once again he 

turned command over to Sandy 07 and returned to Nakhon Phanom 
137 

RTAFB. 

(C) All of Sandy 07 1 s attempts to penetrate the weather 

failed also. The weather in the general area was breaking some 

but conditions in the survivor's immediate area was completely 

unworkable. As directed, the survivor made an operations normal 

check at llOOL. Sometime afterwards a Nail FAG on scene reported 

that Bigot 02 Bravo came up on radio three times in about a five 

minute period. The transmissions from the survivor were excited 

and he was whispering into the microphone. These were the last 

known communications with Bigot 02 Bravo and his messages were 

completely unreadable. The weather remained bad and all aircraft 

in the area were reporting sporatic ground fire. Throughout the 

remainder of their period Sandy 07/0d were unable to accomplish 

136. Ibid. 
137. f3171. 
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anything and turned command ever to Sandy 09 prior to departing 

for low fuel. 138 

(C) All further attemrs to contact the survivor failed. By 

1400L the weather cleared up considerably and displayed the objec-

tive position. However there was no sign of Bigot 02 Bravo and 

the improved weather brought with it a new onslaught of ground fire. 

BY 1700 the weather had degenerated again. Sandy 13 arrived to 

take over command and while e was receiving his briefing King 

(Airborne Command Control Cerer) directed ail forces out of the 

area because several Mig aircraft had been detected heading for the 

area. All forces returned to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB to terminate 

another frustrating day. 
139 

(C) Nail FAC's maintained coverage throughout the night and 

failed to make contact with ..got 02 Bravo. A modified effort 

was planned for the next day. Only two A-I's were launched while 

the remaining forces maintaired ground alert. Sandy 01/02 reported 

to the scene and once again encountered bad weather. They flew 

out their station time with no evidence that Bigot 02 Bravo was 

aJlve or capable of being rer-ued. No other aircraft were launched 

specifically for the SAH erfrt. In a frustrating and unsuccessful 

attempt to rescue Bigot 02 Aiyela and Bravo 44 A4's, Id Jolly Green 

helicopters and 13 Nail FAC's participated along with numerous air-

craft from other sources. In addition, other Hail and Candlestick 

EAC's maintained a cover for he objective position throughout the 
140 

nights when the SAR forces were not active. 

138. Ibid. 
139. Ibid. 
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) 
40th ARRSq History, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1971 	 6 

A last-light run-in was attempted but was aborted when both helicopters 

took hits from heavy small arms fire. One Pararescue man was wounded 

in this attempt. A first-light effort on 2 January resulted in a suc-

cessful rescue of both crewmembers. 

(S) BIGOT 02: On 3 February, two crewmembers of an F-4D bailed out 

of Bankari 2  Pass near the NVN border. 40th ARRS Jolly Greens were 

scrambled from both Nakhon Phanom Airfield3 and Ubon RTAFB4 . Low ceil-

ings precluded any attempt that day. A maximum effort SAR was planned 

on the 4th with 8 Jolly Greens in place at NKP for a first-light effort. 

HH - 53 BUFFS were on continuous airborne orbit from pre
-dawn to darkness 

on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of February. Continued low ceilings and bad 

weather conditions in the area precluded any rescue attempts. After 

all radio contact was lost with the survivors at noon on the 6th, and 

no weather improvement forecast, the active participation of the 40th 

ARRS ceased. The force of tired and disappointed crews were returned 

to Udorn that night. 

(S) DUDLEY 02: On 16 February, two crewmembers of an F-D bailed out 

in eastern Laos. Two Jolly Greens scrambled and both crewmembers were 

rescued less than two hours after bailout. 

(S) W1TCHDOCTOR 05: On 5 March, an Army UH-1 helicopter was shot down in 

eastern Laos with 7 people on board. A last-light run-in was attempted 

but intensive AAA and small arms fire precluded any rescues. The survi-

vors were rescued by a U.S. Army ground team on 7 March. 
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1 - 1  , 	7 .1. 

DAM 3 rot 71  

melon wummi 	Fob 71 

A/BORA A' DM5 IONA TIM tins 21 

D/STRIMID AIRCRAFT; moot 02 iissive 

14CATIOltr 174/6-3011 106-09-1011 

MW, Mons 

(5) King 21 Airborne free CM 70 at 22101 -- ee seems at 21442. 
limp 21 orbit 1ap/146.60du 40. At 1460t I --3ntested Mail 6S 1166 
mao erhitims ever the reported survive', position but Aid met hive 
vele, outset. Me reported several elishe (merrier oetio0 sk 
ileerdLa ~Peres to hie voile but me petters, t e 	tooper. 
?he mother in the arse vas reported ea seemliest, .spe 4000 to 
000 with a broken Ivor 7000 to 1000 MIL. At 43)02 Nail 63 ereived 
amd relieved Mail 6$. Memereve attempts were made to esedoet $igel 
02-21 es Guard and Imergeney Delta Prelmemeieo. Segura& tinewdorieg 
the morning elloks load be beard en Guard sod at sae time a 0 
seemed hold dam MISS beard. Sandy 1 and 2 *vetoed eta." "md 
Seedy 1 vs* appointed on seem" emmuooders At 02302 Bigot Stamm 
admiood to vas% at his yogi* for 3 Mere to 44104rOW the behSew. 
At 04,01 further attempts to make eemisist verso fettle with the Ow 
ission 0 tik few mils 	The smother la the afea Munelhed 
the same throughest the day — basso ef2106te 2000 ft MEW* 
elands tomehine treetops sod rain in the area of the worviesr. All 

Aprome remained en the emend end • radio motel vse umiu6SAMed 
bat me positive reopen's. King 21 deported the erbilk eh DOSS, 
lentimestC1170 at 1)402. 

hipht esterase had been arranged for kly Jai* sad imetroetiont mere 
re10,60 to tail 33 t0 maintain lietenimg vat* if somiset sue 
estahliahed, have survivor attempt to neve herthweet and egoism 
hi* radio wail %be math*, improved. 
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Mail 68 (06C 
Sant, 1 (MX 
Nail 23 (OSC 
Nail. 41 (05c, 
Mail 33 (06C 
Send, 01, 02 
Vail 68, 63, 
Wilt 05 (RF-4) 

AC/AMC Msjor ktlorenso 
Major 'Jenson 

CP 	Capt Coalts 
V 	Major YoGill 
RO 	Sat Schmitz 
FE 	TSitt Wigenton 
LM 	KNft Pattor•on 

until 00400 
00404 1041.1 04352) 
0435Z wail 0,3,X) 
0535Z until 04401) 
0440Z lentil re11ows4) 
(A4) 
23, 41*  33 (0,-.410 
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DAM 4 Feb 71 

MISSIOW ROMER; B-3+004-3 Fee 71 

AIROBAYT DI5IONA11ION0 King 21 

DISTELSZED AIRCRAFT, Bigot 02 Brave 

LOCATION, 17-1S+30R 106-09-30t 

SAM; Nine 

10 fill, 71 

(3) 4 Feb 71, King Z. airborne from CH 70 at 3/11,02. legeute to ON 
St for a 3/2100Z briefing with the Sandie. and Jolly Oreems. &ended 
at ON S9 at Vann. 

Departed CH Of at 3/2215Z on some at 3/22252 ling 21 whit 120640/ 
01, At 3/1240Z I eentasted Candleatiek 23 mho sas erhitiagever the 
SWV111610  but bad not had votes eontact with Bigot 02 armee demimg hie 
orbit pe;isd. I aehed him to give A* * weather report fir the area. 
Ho reported that the cloud cover over the survivor was clereast with 
a higher broken layer of alamde the tope of the overcast Asa at WOK. 
9000 ft )LL and the higher layer haeo wee at 0000 MIL with the tope 
rimming hen 910D ft NHL to WOO ft Nei,. At $/11,111 Caddlostimille 
made radio einteet with Bigot 02 Brave. The survivor reponted tint 
he wee is geed condition. At 3/1,002 Neil 43 arrived ea mom out at 
3/23loot Sandy 1 And 2 arrived on seem. They reveiged a beisalti 
Oandleetiok 23 and Kiss 21. gandlestisk 2/ vim RIM at WM. 
300, 01 wag appointed on seene seesander at 3/132oc with the 1116100. 
*teed:Lag that if the weather conditions lifted permitting 0Or4he simm. 
exalt to overate in the area the on gesso esecceid roppoomMUUMorloold 
revert to the Nail airereft. This was highly eseeptable to kg* 111. 

The remainder of the dell astivitiee were 'peat in trying to pimpeint 
the svrvivere position. The closest position arrived at too the IMO 
as that gives in the briefing, Whish was 0106 OM. The dotliogo 
moor the survivor sever got higher than 300400 A0L. Only a liar *pew 
imp in the weather edoeurTed imring the entire day ebb& enAr Pormittid 
using twe 0010 flights. The bandies were ails to get heiew the Oili. 
ing and operate in the earvivers area. Its area sass sobroo1arim0441d 
and the Handles reeeived ground fire fres small ague SPU, sod ON. 
At 404092D1 Sandy 01, who wee then the en seem sosee:Oer a  thee.* the% 
he sight be able to get ems &III into the survivor end attempt the 
pickle. This &lotion vas de/aided to be to risky whoa Semi, AO svoseived 
extensive battle damage from ground fire while surveying the peopeend 
rots in mete ter the Jolly. ?be days astivities were terminated at 
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' SECRET 

4/1050Z. ail 52 remained on see to maintain eintist with Bigot 02 
lama. Explisit instructions were given to soneerve hAs eirviVel radio 
battery. Cheek in tines were established for on the heir. 

The only problem area, aside from weather senditioss o 	the dope 
activities was oonoorn over the Mig Cap thit vie to be 	the 
SAX Forsee. The Mavy Mig Cap did not ahesk in with ling 21 cad it 
was impossible to determine if in fast there was a Mig Cap until lite 
into the days activities when we ware i4viaed thit the Mealy vee pre-
vidimi Nis Cap holding feet wet under Red Crowe 'antra l, rt is up 
recommendation that these •oon/elle meet Cheek in with the King Airt , 

 craft giving there peeition, time on station and Blip Tim.. Aloof  
if they are to be maintaing a oomoriziaitiens with another sow the 
nog aircraft must have this infermatien. During the dip activities 
King 21 received 7 Nig and 8 SAM galls. 

KING 21 Crewmemhers 	 KING R) Crevesebera(Tieloor) 

AC/AMC Hajar °Canine° 
Major Season 

CP 	Col Pinyerd 
Major Will 

RO 	6gt Sehuets 
PE 	TSgt Wigginton 
LM 	MSgt Patterson 

Oh Some Comeau:dere 

aunty 01 	232,0-02112 
Sandy 05 	0215-40600Z 
Sandy 11 	06004$302 
Sandy 09 	000-0955Z 
Sandy 13 	09554045Z 
Wail 12 	10452 Until 

AC Capt Mach 
CF Capt Pletcher 
X Major Nets 
RO Sgt Sender 
FR Mgt ligodsiaoki 
LK Wit Hoover 

SIR Itesourees 

Kin 21, 23 
Jolly Oroin 54, 51, 56, 57, 60, 
61, 62 
Mindy 01, 02, 03, 04, 0$ *  06, 07, 
08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14* 15, 

roliovod 	16 (A-1) 
Bioko 41, 42, 43, 44 (i44) 

PAC Aircraft 	 ADM HAND 

Rail 45, U. 51, 52, 99 (0V-10) 
Wolf OR, 06, 04, 03 (RF -4) 

SOCK 
Merle Flight 

Bison 
Hatbox Brava 01. Flight (F-405) 
Millard 21, Flight 
Ashein 01 Flight 
Aline 01 Flisht 

SECRET 
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MIC CAP 

Garfish yol, Flight (Navy) 
	

Sundown 101„ Flight (Mary) 
hattleery 310, Flight (7-4) 
	

Basis 313, Flight 
Pag•boy Flight (Nary) 
	

Para Flight (F-4) 
Gunfighter 51 (F-4) 

STRIKE AIRCRAFT 

Poolor 49, Flight (Expendeod) 
	

Wolfpack 31, Flight(Ropendod) (F.4) 

The following airsraft did not expend. 

Battloary 304, Flight (F-4) 
Bonnott Flight (F-4) 
Gunfighter 40 Flight (F-4) 
Gunfighter 42 Flight (F46) 
Maynard 469 Flight (F-4) . 
Sloetren 500 Flight (A-6) 
Battlesry 311 Flight (F-4) 
cora 05 Flight (F-4) 

/ 
/ 

City Desk 305, Flight (Falp 
zaglar Flight ( "-4) 
Wolf/mak 21 *- 	ht (F-4) 
battle cry 	 (F.4) 
Canasta 405 Flig* (A-7) 
Banyan Ul Flight (P-4) 
Feller 32 Flight 
Miller 02 Flight (7.4) 

ROBERT A. DELORERZO, Major USAF 
Aircraft Comandar/Airborno Mission Commandar 

• 
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%0 SECRET 
DATE: 2 Feb 71 

MISZION NUNM-21 3-004-2 Feb 71 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 21 

DISTRESSFX AIRCRAFT: Bigot 02 

LOCATION: 092/#6/89 

SATES: None 

15 Yoh 71 

(8) in 21 received a distress call From Hail 59 at about 0411a, 
2 Feb 71. Nail 59 stated thet Bigot 02 bad gone down While petting 
in a strike in tho vicinity of 100/48/89. He was attemptiag to gain 
contact with the survivors on the pound. King Z. took Mission Coo-
rand at this point and appointed Nail 59 as the en seem esemander. 
Jack was notified at this tips of a possible SAR effort and the BAR 
forces were alerted. A few minutes later Nola 54 reported Genteel 
with both survivors on the ground. Contact wee eetahliebed eith 
Bigot 02A bed4he stated that he had no injuries and was all right. 
The SAR fortes were launched from CH 99 and CH 93 at this time. 
Wolf 06 (fast rover FAC) was in the area and MBA assisting Nail 99 
to /create the survivors. The weather in the area was eempletely 
mnderoaet with the hese* running free BOO ft. to 2500 ft. and the 
tope were at 6000 ft. Attempts were made bir both Mill 59 anti Wilat 
06 to set under the aloud dusk to locate the poeitioa of the servivrIrs. 
King 21 requested border eletranse, H10 CAP, Iron Hand, aad LW; 
soverese due to the hostile environment of the SAR seem. The weath-
er Means the prime factor for reseueing the earvivere. The bases 
of the clouds were down on the tope of the karst. At approximately 
0930Z, Bigot 02A said, NIPe hit, wIta hit, Help! Help! I. going 
to give up." Sandy 01 then made several attempts to get eider the 
seaShealmr-asatek-.ths-eaririwire on the ground. HO wee enable to find 
any pilsee to get under the clouds whore he could work his we into 
the area et the survivors. Further discussion between Saa47' 01 sad 
Bigot 026 gave the location of the Bravo man as 90 peters north of 
his ehete and that he had 2 radios only and no spare batteries. Sandy 
01 and Wolf 06 were reporting scattered AAA fire but that the air 
burets were not aceurate as they were firing through the alseds. 
Bigot 02B WIAA advised at thAs tire to come up only every half hour 
sinless he was in trouble. At 06372 Bravo stated that bad guys were 
within 100 retort of him. and he could hear voices. He attempt was 
mede to pot in any,  strikes as the area oontinued to be esepletely 
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AC/AMC Major Jones 
OP 	Major Rotolo 
CP 	ILA Bedwell 
X 	Cart Mier* 
AC 	SSgt Runt 
FR 	TSgt 
LA 	880 Simmons 

Xing 2i 
Ring 43 
Sarvil 01, 02* Car Oil, ag• 06 , 
07 Lad OS 
Jolly Omani 60, $6, 90, 57. 
55 and 62 
Mails 59, 62, 61 food 63 
Wolfs 06, 01 amd 04 

49 
,)or, USAF 
Airborne Kiloton Commandor 

ET 

1 VA SECRET 

ovoroast. Bigot 02B stated that the haws Mgr. glippr0410644, ,M0 
ft. Kist 21 and Sandy 01 dissuossod the possibilitr of mob* ULM 
tip protect thip Brave an if nseassary.We &waded me wad eakr 
use it as a last rosort. At 0850 1  Samdy 05 took everas en 'ism 
semmmader. At 09202„ Sandy 03 Mid to CH 29 with s r 	maim* 
angina. Nail 41 was oppeinted OSC 	L1San405 epa4omPS4ire at th 
$0 seems. Th. Sandy* and Vail Mod Walt Ydefe eentimmedt siter 
ths weather and the condition of the ~riser. At WON Ali' 0 iota 
set lip as tha first of the COMM for tho SAA seen* fir tho onfilve 
night. All SAX Pares* were returned to has*. 

MO 21 Crewommhers 	 BAN Forego 

S! , 4 	 64 
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DATE' 4 Feb 71 

MISSION NUMBER' 3-004-2 Feb 71 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION' Xing 21 

DIBTRE8SE1 AIRCRAFT' Bigot 02 

LOCATIONt 092/116/89 

BAVE8s None 

15 TO 71 

(3) A first light SAR effort VGA planned tor the third My to 
resew Bigot 028. Rail 0 was the first airereft to arrive as 
seem* at 2230Z and he was appointed as Om beano Commander (WC)* 
Bail 43 mode a first light weather evaluation and the area mas 
reported oempletaly overcast. There was no veil' as Us deeds 
were obeerved to go tallith, surto. at wens pan-- _ind the taps 
ever Slot 025 mem 4800 ft. Bandy 01 arrived OD seems at MU 
and he took over as 06C. Wolf 01 was also in the area to soots% 
Us Sandy.c and Rail ?Ws* At10104 Bigot Oa stated that ha 
was okay and had water and 3 flares. Re was using his seemed 7e4- 
die. Bravo stated at 01541 there were tropps to the as 	of hie 
and that the aloud, were at the tops of the trees* there were 
breaks starting to appear south cast and south west at the AAR 
seine* Mr 02452 the tops of the clouds over Brave were doom to 
4110Ctt. At 0305Z. Brave stated that he had moved troll Witt 
City to Omaha* The weather esetinued the same with breaks 
Lag in the *veriest. Sandy 07 was appointed 0 	31 8C at 02Z. arif  
1405Z, Bigot 02B sovnded liko he was whispering is the radie. No 
definite eeeeeie wee reoeived at this tins as it vas vohntelligible. 
This vas tho last positive radio modest made with Bigot OM. The 
weather sentinued the came for the neat two hours with as further 
progress made. sandy 09 reported ground tire in the area but no 
one took aey hits. Continuous attempts wars mods to get either 
wise sonteat or a beeper frost Brave* Bandy 01 muds repeated at-
tempts to get under the overcast. he was emahle to remain =der 
the overlies% and reach the area et the survivor* At MU. Moot, 
09 was appointed as 060. Attempts were made on all AAR trespass/se 
to osataet the Breve man. The weather started to break overhead 
the AAR seen* at 0638i* The aircraft on the teens at the time 
mere usable to make any visual sighting of the •urvivor* $4 VP" 
proximately 0455Z, a noise beeper. veise was hoard en 241604, 
moms of the aircraft ammitoriag were able to distimguish whet was 
dlid or who had said it. The weather had started to neve beak 
into the area agaia. A beeper MUD heard at 0731Z and *pis at 
012514 Bing 21 advieed 5andy 09 to try to got a thlasy 
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No shihey oheeryed from the area. Sandy 09 reported )7 10 tire from the area. At 080CZ Clouds started to move bask imiek Zia 
area. Authenticators were requested free ask at 0405Z. 4, the entire area use overoas t *gain. An 85 MK gen had begun to tire 
at 0$122. At 0850Z ths 85 NH had fired a second time. At this tase es began receiving Bandit malls from Squid and Crab. the 844 fosses 
were mewed to the west. At 10002, all BAR tomes vete direotod to R. The last positive voice contest made with Bigot 0111 eme at 
0525Z when he stated that he leaf all right. He had loaded olla 
and oonfideat on all voice tomtast up to that time. 

XING Al Crerwessibers 	 AAR Throes 

fir ; 21 
King 2) 
Sandra 01, 02, 04 04, 05, 
06, 07, , 04, V), 12„ 
13, and 
Jolly Green 61. BI, 60, 56 
Mail 45, 5,, 47. 23 
Wolf 01, 02, 0), 04 

AC/AMC Major Joao* 
CP 
	

Msjor Resole 
CP 
	

list Badmen 
eapt Moore 

AO 
	

BSgt Hunt 
FB 
	

TSgt Wil.oii , 
LS 
	

Tngt, Siessorai 

Major, ,„AAF 
er/Airborne Mission Commander 
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16 

The alpha crewmember from Gunfighter 13 was not recovered. 

On 20 January 71 while Jolly Greens 77 and 71 were 

flying locally they observed a ball of fire in the air and 

then saw two parachutes descending feet wet two miles east 

of Monkey Mountain. Both helicopters immediately went to 

the scene and recovered the crew of Gunfighter 03. The 

aircraft commanders of Jolly Green 70 and Jolly Green 71 

were Major Mudd and Captain Gary Hoven. Major Mudd made 

the 600th save recovered by the 37ARRS on this mission. 

On 6 February 71 while Jolly Greens 65 and 73 were 

on orbit they were advised by Queen that a South Vietnamese 

UH1H, call sign Butterfly 063 was down 109 degrees for 18 

miles off Channel 69. Five persons were on board. Both 

helicopters departed for the scene and were joined by 

Sandy aircraft. After the Sandy aircraft prepared the area 

Jolly Green 65 recovered the five South Vietnamese crew-

members. Jolly Green 65 was flown by Major Ryland R. 

Drelbeibis. This may have been the first recovery of 

Vietnamese personnel by Jolly Green forces. 

On 9 February 71 a Medevac mission was completed by 

Jolly Green 77, which was on alert at Bien Hoa. A woman was 

hemorrhaging at Con Son Island and requil.ed evacuation to 

medical facilities. The evacuation to Saigon was without 

Incident. The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 77 was 

Captain Donald G. Beattie. 



Rescue crewa from 
the 37t.h ARRS 
picked up rive 

iaamose Aar 
\-ew members 
N  turdey after 

hc.re  
Viet-
Force 
la t. 

tei,de 

37th CrSTSaves 
Five Vietnamese 

UH-1E 'Huey' 	heli- be the first 	time 
copter went down ap- that VNAE personnel 
proximately 12 miles had been rescued by 
east-aoutheast of the 37th. 
hue. 	 The five rescued 

It. was believed to men, all frcr. the 

VNAF's 213th helicopter Squaeran, were 
lot. Lt. Ngoc Trttn Van, en instructor 
pilot, 2d Lt. Boi Hoang ard I:hiep Dang, 
two student pilots; Sgt. Bat Mai Van, the 
crew chief, and Oapt. hao bo huu, a pss-
senger. 

After their rescue, the \U/SF airmen and 
the rescue crew received a traditional 
hoeing down to welcome them to be Nang, 
much to the surprise of the Vietnamese 
airmen. 

(CO4iall16111-14i. 

VNAF Rescued 
(Continued from Fg. 1) 

Air Eorce !-'aj. Ryland R. Driebel- 
s was the aircraft ccrder of the HE- 
"Buff" that brought the VNAF airmen 

in. The co-pilot whs Capt. Earlton 1. 
Bakke and Pd' (parr_rescuemen) on the 
crew were MSgt. Gorcon C. Bailey and AlC 
James Meulch. Crew chief was SSgt. 
Robert h. Rogers. 

Operating, out of La Lang., two A-1 Sky-
raiders fru. the 56th Special Operations 

at:a“.' Royal Thai Air Force Base, 
Thailand flew ;--.s protective escort for 
the  rescue  aircraft. 

The huey went dcavn in an abandoned rice 
paddy just inland from the coast of the 
South China Sea, according to Major brie-
beibis. "They arparently had mechanical 
proLidas anti had to 1.and in the paddy. 

t!:e scene they were on  top 
t2,ef c:.opper ant: we  just dropped the 

peLetrator down and pulled them up one by 
one." 

The Skyraider p-ots said they saw what 
appeareo to be  crane-type hel icopter 
cont.:rig on the sco-.e to retrieve the iiuuy. 

Living u to theix nctto, "That Others 
May Live", tne meh of the 37th have made 
b. 5 ' SO. `: t'71 slItc e  to Nar,g  in 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DATE: 8 Feb 71 

 

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLIT) 
(IT Changed m 	  

r3y Auti-horiry 	 14 	• 

By 	  (Date)ri/WC77( 

MISSION NUMBER: 8-3-005-8 Feb 71 

 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 21 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: Raven 25 

LOCATION: 030/12/108 

SAVES: 1 Combat  

SUaTSVITOGE,N2a
ALID-33IFICATIOli 

 SCYLED1,71Z OY 	
::a1.7Y,52 

yAP INTS23:v.:1,5 

 AZCIASSITI7:2  

(S) At 06252 Cricket (ABCCC) notified King 21 that a Raven 25 was 
down at 040/14/108. King 21 contacted Schlitz Flight which was over-
head the survivor on Guard and got a more accurate position of 030/ 
12/108. Schlitz Lead advised that Raven 23 and 21 were overhead 
the downed pilot and in radio contact with him. Jolly Green's 61 
and 55 were launched, along with their A-1 escorts from CH 89 and 
the Jolly's and Sandy's from 93 were put on cockpit alert. The 
CH 89 Jolly'S were airborne at 0634Z. Raven 21 was contacted and 
made on scene commander at 0630Z and he advised that the pilot was 
in a clearinE in mountainous terrain and was okay and not in any 
immediate danger from hostile forces. Air America Helicopters Fox-
trot Hotel and 96 Whiskey were in the immediate area. Raven 21 
vectored 96 Whiskey in for a successful pickup at 0640Z. SAR forces 
and Hobo 22 and Falcon 81 which had been orbiting overheadin case 
they were needed, were RTB'd at 0645Z. 96 Whiskey brought the sur-
vivor to 20 Alternate. 

KING 21 Crewmembers 
	 Resources 

AC/AM 

CP 

FE 
RO 

LM 

Cant 
Capt 
ILT 
Major 
SSgt 
TSgt 
SSgt 

Parsons 
Gealta 
Hedrick 
Schnegelberger 
Swinson 
Powell 
Robinson 

Jolly Green's 61 and 55 
Hobo 22 Flight 
Schlitz Flight 
Falcon 81 Flight 
Raven 21 and 23 
Foxtrot Hotel 
96 Whiskey 

r/.4- 
 

ME VIN L. PARSONS, Captain, 
Aircraft Commander/Airborne 

USAF 
Mission Commander 
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"47,EW:N 
PUHGOcA-T- CIF SEVER SEVEN POINT ZERO . 
0 CN11452: FE 71 	 CLASSIFICATIONCANCELLED _ 
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cidHHH:JA/CINCPACICC/H-A4AII 
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UjF_KAAA/AF7E3C FT RITCHIE MO 

A 'UwIE,A/USAFW;C/DPCS/RANDOLPh -AFB IE 
ALTFRN.4rE 	AFt71 AL. 

tUNIRA/m.:ACPAAOCCP/5.C.OTI AFF4 IL 
!0:-'.UHTA/MACV/SAnOi ■i RVN 
zU14,4P4/74F TAN SON N:.-UT A3 KVN/CCID0.1000YIN/DOCT/DP 
WMMR':',A/3AAGP TAN SO .1HUT AB RVN 
7EN/7,'13TACC WOR 	TAF5 THAI 
ZEN/41A1P.S JOORN RIAFB THAI 
RUN:01.7:A/S6S0w NAKrtON PHANOM RTAFF1 7HAI 
!4LIM0UJA/AIRA VIENTIANE LAOS  
:i(JMUJ.tA/OL-A 1 ARP5zSOl IRA A;:p PVN 	 • 

Olassitiedby 	1..?4 

lr40R A U 197 	, . SUBJECT TO MERU av.4.-AsAPTOATTONJ 
N ,7JJAA/3qARRS CAM 4ANH 5A( A6 RVR5011EDULE OF =EMT TV?, On= WU 
ORW, / IF &s0F4 R I AF 5 THAI . 	JULITOSIATIOALLY DOWASGRALIV AT TWO 

4UP,!FR:iA/CIF SiVET‘,  SEVEN 	 YEARLIZERZUZ <-7  
LzUHGOSA/CIP SEVEN SP7VEN PT ZFRO osoussErnmes 	 

t 
F 	F.I.qOPi;.-7p . JIF.F ..1',/.0.L..:42 p 	AUIGP/REGC'JE 	 71 
Rettir.47MENING/CLOSiNG;:AEPORT 8 EBRUARY 1q71. 

?- • 	;SI °''t 1 .:1);j:r!..Eg.-'. -4'10f-15:708..:_.FEBR,U.Ikiri 
4 • 	T"Ti): .11. 0,W55- 4VR.c.3K4-Mq41-ag. 	'of 

	

• 5ESCRIPTION 	913 ,-).E.cT7VE,„="wnts! 
(I T-Zab'S'214-4 S'OliGRAILMAN-,;2 .5  
( 2 ) Ft r-Gin-T''.`P CA Kr 	ACItCAL 
( -I) PILOT - 1LT JAMES H. HIX JR 

A0c1c_SS - OET 1 56 SOI i.1iON RTAFf; THAILA6Z 
POA - 1 
wFATHai 1 AA •••• 	VIS 10 P.US 

(s) S6RVIVAL FamiIPMENT 	("TANPAFJ 	 ! 
(7) LAST k3't04% 	 1.91.9N 103-61E.4 	. 

ACT::.;N 	TANEN: 	 _ • 	:f 	
; 

(1) C3% -r ,7,'LLT1'G A5ENCY 	0"L-8 3AFR.G'-3-  



.t.'1. 

	

 . -* * 14* 	...„...,... 4k 4 
.5, 	. „. 	t  . , 	._ 	t i  

k.4 	 . 
1/7 J0.14.4 	

I E 	AL 	! 

	

(-) 56 SO/: AT 06/06192 	 L..e.0., 
(C) 46 AS AT u8/06192 	 rr I#  

(4) TIME SAk FORCES LAUNCHED: 	- 
01) 1 HC-130p 3c4ARPS DIVERTED AT 08/0617Z -: 
6-0 2 Hh.3'S, LOARRS LAUNCHED AT 08/0636Z 

PERSC,NNEL 1NPORNIATI0 „ 1 
(1) 1 PERSON INVOLVEO, 1 LOCATED. 1 RECOVERED. 1 SAVED 
(2) CAR 014.JECTIVE LOCATED YY RAVFN 27 ,  (0-1) AT 0R10617Z 

CC)OkCJI!'!ATr'S 119N 10301E.  
(. ) 1R AMEFU A'UEij HELICO ER1 7W496-VIL,014,EREDUNGLe 

PENETTbi AL.D P-ICkErUP SORVI):70R 
(41 SURVIVOR TAKEN TO LS G8 tLADS) 

FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(1) 73KAZI:745-1131<751177,,„ ViOtiiit. ”. 
( 1  ) :14[I'WORS7,7-7-2g.ORYIE`S' .̀-7FOrer./er140(./FM ,.,  

	

SAVES 6ATA: 1 CO,ABAT SAVF - 	
- 

-AGE 4 RU ,4OCRA0197 c E 
(1) kCC MAKIM-r4V-E- 	 HELICOPER PICKED UP 

SURVIVOR. KIN;G 214 AIRBORNE MISSION CoMMANDER. 
COOR;)INATTD RICK UE RCC OF KING 21 WAS CAPT.MELVIN 
L. PARSONS. 39 ARRS. 

(2) PERSONNEL SAVED: ILT.  JAMES H. HIX JR. 
(A) SERVICE - USAF; NATIONALITY - USA 

. 	COMBAT SAVE 
(C) AIRCRPW MEMBER 

;. SW:MARY OF SAP ACTIONS: 
A COUPLE OF - MINUTES PRIOR TO 08/0617Z FEBRUARY 1971r RAVEN 26 (T-28) 
-i'NCOUIITERFD AN ENGINE OVERSPEED. CAUSE OF 0/ERSPEED UNDETERMINED. 
ENGINE STARTED TO DISINTEGRATE THEREFORE PI.OT BAILED CUT. RAVEN 
23 (0-1) aAS ON SCEmE AND WITNESSED A 'GOOD CHUTF 1 . RAVEN 25 
LANDEr.  NEAR A LINE OF TREES ON A RIDGE ABOUT 3000 FT ELEVATION. 
KING 21 DIVERTED TO THE SAR SCENE AND NOTIFIED OL-B TO LAUNCH SAP 
FORCE';. THE 40APRS/F,6SO4 WERF NOT:PIED TO LAUNC!-1 THE JOLLY GREENS 
AND SNADYSm AT 08/045t, AN eIR A!YERICA HUE? HELICOPTER US gEty 
APPEAREO NJ THE SCENE, LOaERFD HI JUNGLE PENETRATOR P1CKE0 Up THE 
SURVIJ0R ANO DEPARTvil THE APFA. JCLLY GREEN'S 61/55 HA n LAU4CH:D 

UT 	rENAEDIATELY RTFPD. SURVItOR RECEIVED A SLIGH7 LAEkA1IOi4 

PAGE i kiP1OCRAd197 < 	c.  
TH:: LEFT CHEEK Afq0 RIGHT i-NEE. HE WAS TAKEN TO TO LS 	THE 

SA R WAS HOSTILF. KING 2) ASSUMED AMC OUTIES AT 08/06172r 
5IhEC -ED THE SAP EFFORT. Ain RETURNED TO THE NORMAL ORBIT AT 
OBI36-e:Z. NEGATIVE AIR REFUFLINGS. GP-4 
BT 
#0197 

Nts.. N Nt 
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The alpha crewmember from Gunfighter 13 was not recovered. 

On 20 January 71 while Jolly Greens 77 and 71 were 

flying locally they observed a ball of fire in the air and 

then saw two parachutes descending feet wet two miles east 

of Monkey Mountain. Both helicopters immediately went to 

the scene and recovered the crew of Gunfighter 03. The 

aircraft commanders of Jolly Green 70 and Jolly Green 71 

were Major Mudd and Captain Gary Haven. Major Mudd made 

the 600th save recovered by the 37ARRS on this mission. 

On 6 February 71 while Jolly Greens 65 and 73 were 

on orbit they were advised by Queen that a South Vietnamese 

UH1H, call sign Butterfly 063 was down 109 degrees for 18 

miles off Channel 69. Five persons were on board. Both 

helicopters departed for the scene and were joined by 

Sandy aircraft. After the Sandy aircraft prepared the area 

Jolly Green 65 recovered the five South Vietnamese crew-

members. Jolly Green 65 was flown by Major Ryland R. 

Drellbelbls. This may have been the first recovery of 

Vietnamese personnel by Jolly Green forces. 

On 9 February 71 a Medevac mission was completed by 

Jolly Green 77, which was on alert at Bien Hoa. A woman was 

hemorrhaging at Con Son Island and requi7ed evacuation to 

medical facilities. The evacuation to Saigon was without 

Incident. The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 77 was 

Captain Donald G. Beattie. 
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r 	 77 adv .4.94d 
r 	rutt. L•7' -r L•:). 	ne- .1y '-. 2? arrived overhead 
:",e-r, an A; 77 tonch- ,  ' 	o• 	 sootier field which had 

been lighted 4y v.1-Acit• 'Owtt 	tho 	 Thc patent WIS 
onloaded and 	2*.) prozt. 	 JG. .0 to Vt..lnr, "tau as ingtrgOtSe 

launch. Howevor, ern:- te V Vling Ian JOil"..at advised a change, in 
le.otirm titan to Long i3ir:11. 	arooa!ng the Coost Line K 27 and JO 
7'1 contacted With 	 infc-..rrArtions Shortly after- 
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Ulm And aufgeated :, 	rVr 	 :;rd bad Lab pit& 
5M41011 After evaluKtio!) ot Yt nitt-r , t,i‘e- and C. CUBS itrl with 
40NIN reurritnE i nigia 	 a ver-.. - 	t,i1 helipAd JOE.Lf di+ 
rented t* 77 to Imo. 	Tan on re-, ut an 1-rarofesr thit patieett to on 
:!tritt43.4inoe. %RI 71 lanut ,• 	in •• 	ut 	and ç  27 
Oleartd Win vu Cti 71. 

wouid1i 	to point ;Alt *.h..F.:t the 	:)varF:tor or,. ':1,4ty st 
did an ovtatanding 4,:ob troiiciet thia adaltion. 1 .41at r.pteAred to 
be a rather silple ar, rtra!oltfc ,r4ard thri,. for F 17 and ac 77 de-
teriorp.ted into r sertell al' 1 - 	flute 	in destinat'on /Ind 
hendling instructions fJ 	tiont whoa 	nciit7' ,.n Watt descrihed 
an critical. The cal'., rfrorc.•n.i. 	1 manner 	which the t!OK:. .F; Radio 

rator yr. sseri reti.rto alio r..runtj or a 066 ,  and forth among the 
For ens I nu) Iva(' was 5' xte i 
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A similar tip of Oot I1JU3rov., -1 is extended to the JOK .:.a duty officer 
nd his crew for their very rapid and efficiont handling of all the 

last minute changes iivcil‘eci in Ur* mitsrion. bctvreen auro.ximately 
1605?. wi . en Wide Min7.0* acivirmd Lung inh was not LIVGyn manned and 
1425, +anon trl 	_uxHibd at Ta 3ori !'thut then were at least five (5) 
action requiring 	coorclinat.i.pn  with ).tr Yoree and Array agen- 
cies. The simple fact tivt JG 77 w s chic t& etwitillUe to fan Son 
Nhut wi ,..nout ar enro,  te delay u.•loitr for cortp,Idtion of all the 
ground coordination reflects the efficiency of .Y X.i/OS efforts. 

SAh i3Orcer Utilized 
	

KINC. 	.7,renarrornbtir , 

3A.RAGr (7AP JRCC) 
KING 2'7 
JOLLY Cis-QM 77 
YARKFT TIM; NAVAL 
CAVIAR 

V1.5F,EL, CALL LIGN 

ACVAAC Major Felmley 
CP 	hit Crielly 

Major Good 
RO 	vsgt Jones, C. 
FE 	-Sgt Gagnon 
LM 	TSit 

.1.4 
',.., 	 -,)(c  (--- -■ 	. 	A _ 	, 	e- 

. 	 'It:L. t.'7  LICLEY„ Major, USAF 
Aircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Commander 
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DATE: 11 Feb 71 
	

16 Feb 71 

MISSION NUN.BM: A-3-005-11 Feb 71 

AMCa.AFT DESIG:ATION: KI7Z 26 

DISTRESSED AMCRAFT: Cobra 04 

LOCATION: Mai Loc 

SAVES: 1 Combat 

(C) At 0720Z King 26 picked up a faint Nay Day on Guard from Dust-
off 707. Dustoff 707 was contacted and he reported a Cobra was 
down in the vicinity of ai Loc and he saw one chute. Trail 24 
came up on Guard and said he saw the survivor and the wreckage. 
Cobra 03 was overhead and reported it was Cobra 04 that was down. 
Trail 24 was appointed On Scene Commander at 07301 and was in con-
tact with several Army choppers in the area, including Custoff 502, 
Cozy 10 and 25, Gunfighter 14 and Charlie Horse 45. Jolly Green's 
and Sandyls from CH 77 were requested through Queen and the King 
Alert Aircraft through STOKER. At 07451 Trail 21 assnrmed OSC and 
Trail 24 RTE'd for low fuel. Trail 24 reported just beforehis de-
parture that an unidentified Army helicpter picked up the Alpha man 
and that he was okay, but did not know if the Bravo man was able 
to get out of the downed aircraft. Trail 21 contacted some friendly 
ground troops in the area and they reported that the wreckage was 
insight and was in a well secured area. King requested Trail 21 
to see if the wreckage could be checked for the 3ravo man. Charlie 
Horse 451 was able to land at the scene of the wreckage and he pos-
itively determined that the Bravo man was in the aircraft. SAR 
Forces were RTBId at approximately 0815Z. 

KING 26 Crewmembers 

AC/ANC Capt Parsons 
CF 	Capt Gealta 

Major Schnegelberger 
RO 	Sgt Souder 
17E 	MSgt Ellis 
Ln 	TSgt Mc Pheeters 

Resources 

Jolly Green 72 and 67 
King 26 
Trail 21 and 24 
Cozy 10 and 25 
Gunfighter 14(Cobra Gunship) 
Gunfighter 1 Flight (F-4) 
Ringneck 466 Flight 
Charlie Horse 45, 45A 

L. PARSONS, Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Cor.mander 

_ 

. 	. 	. 
_ . 



1 	 - 	I _ 

';1.-HEDT.ATE 	 ••• 	H- , 

:**** ' 	****** 	**  
PT 0017 
OTTCZYOW !4UMUjNA009.5 04401451,16ZirRUWTRMA. 

ZN411666WIL: 
nolluz FEB 71 

FN A. A 3ARRGP SON TPA AB ROI-
TO RUEFHGA/CSAF/AFKOTZB 
RUHEA<A/PACAF HICKHAM AF S HI/DOH _ 	 1 	

* 	 • 
INFO RUCEAAA/HO USAF ALT MAXWELL AFG AL 

RUMMRSA/7AF TAN ON NHUT AFL( RVN/CC/D0/0001IN/DOCT/DP 
RUHHA3A/41ARRWG HICKHAM AFR HI/DOC. . 
RUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC 
RUMUHTA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE sip 
RU4PR5A/CTF 77 	- 
RUHGOYA/CTG 77.0 	' 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY.AR RVN 
RUA1RSA/3ARRGR TAN SON NHUT ArLo RVN/JRCC 
RUWTPSA/USAFMPC RAMDOLPH APR TEXAS/DPMCS 
RUAMRS4/35ARRS TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/CC 
RUMOSRA/OL 6 3ARR .C.713  UDORN RTAFB THAILAND 

PAGc: TWO RUMUJNA0095C0NFIDE141IAL 
'INFO RUMUJBA/37ARRS DANANG- AB RVN 
RUMOGOA/C CO 101 AVN VN HUE PHU BAI RVN 
RUMMAGAMTPW PI40 CAT PUN 
BT 

JIFFY/OLA, 3ARRGP/RESCUE -v00:53 
13/0100 FEB 71. 
1. RFSCUE CLOSING REPORT 13 FEB 71 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-005-11 FEB 71 
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED CREW MEMBER. 

C. PERSONNEL INFO: 
(1) 2 PERSONS INVOLVED-2 PERSONS LOCATED. 1 
SAVED. 1 PERSON DECEASED. 	- - 
(2) SAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED nY !Ot TROOP, 17TH 
AT 12/0525 FEB 71 COORDINATES.I6-41N:106-,58E, 
(3) RECOVERY BY GROUND PARTY. 
(4) away TAKEN TO PANANG AS'MORTUARY. 
G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
(1) THE 60)Y OF THE SFCOND CREW -  MEMBER WAS RECOVERED BY 
THE 17TH CALVARY REGIMENT, HUE, PHU BAI. THE BODY HAS BEEN TAKEN 
TO THE MORTUARY AT pANANG AB.RVN. MISSION CLOSED. jezik. 
ST 
40095 

NNNiNt 	 Classified by 	  
SUNJ'ECT TO GMRAL DECLASSIFICATION 
ISCIEDULE riIEGLPIIVE DIZDMI 11652 
AUTOMATICALLY iXYAINORADED AT TWO 
YEAR INTERVALS cid  
DIOCIALSSIFIED at  it  

Local Time AI  

5 
Individual 
Contacted: 	t 

 

ta :a Ice s I 

42** 
IMMEDIATE 

*************** 	 DECLASSIFIED 

PERSON 

CALVARY. 



..EDIATE 	 ,...471016F7 t 	7t: 	 * 
*A110*19444****ix*'**ii ' ' 	** 

PT 00522 
OTTIY.L'e  R1MUJNA0101 0440921-CCCC--RUWTBMA. 
ZNY Lr.p.z 
0 13091= FEB 71 
FM QL-A, 3ARRGF SON TRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF/AFXOTZB 
RUHEAKA/PACAF HICKAM AF3 HI/DOH 

	

-;' 	11 	4 	ILL/COMMAND POST 
 INFO RUCEAAA/HQ USAF ALT M." 

•11 -4UT AFLD RVN/CC/00/000/IN/DOCT/DP 
RUHHABA/41AFRWG HICKAM AFB HI/DOC 
RUhHHQA/CINCPAC/CC 
RUMUHTA/MACL SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFEoO FT RITCHIE MO 
RUMFRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY RVN 
RUMMRSA/3ARPGP TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/JRCC 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC, RANDOLPH AFB. TEXAS/DPMCS 
RUMMRSA/38APRS TAN SON NHUT AFLO RVN/CC 
RUMOSRA/OL-8. 3ARRGP, UDORN RTAFB, THAILAND 
RUMUJBA/37ARRS, DANANG AB RVN 

AGE 	RUMUJNA0101 
RUMLMJA/C CO. 101 AVN BN, HUE-PHU BAI, Rv 
RUMUJGA/12TF 1 , PHU CAT. RVN 
BT 
C n 	F L1 A  L/JOPREP JIFFY/OL-A, 3ARRGP/RESCU 
1'!/0900 FEB 71. 
1. RESCUE REOPENING/CLOSING REPORT 13 FEB 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-005-I1 FEB 71. 
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED AIRCREW MEMBERS. 

A. OESCRWTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 
(1) P-4/CAMOFLAGED/C0BRA D. 
(2) TACTICAL 
(3) PILOT: CAPT FORD. MAYNARD, 259629734, 12TFW, 

CAT B RVN 
(4) POB - 2 
(5) WEATHER 3000 SCATTERED, 6 MILES VISIBILITY 
(6) SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT: AIR FORCE STANDARD 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: 16-41Nr 106-58E 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 
(1) CONTROLLING AGENCY, OL-A. 3ARRGP, NOTIFIED AT 

12 FEB 71 3Y IDASC THAT BODY OF BRAVO MAN WAS LOCATED 

Classified by 
,,,AGE 3 RumuJNAolOirn 	IDENTIA L 
4I 	

, 	SIMPECT ro GENERAL DECIASSIFTaTIOR 
wRECKAGE AND AN ARMY TEAM WILL E VE 	REMAINS. " 

' (2) FOLLO 	 1 wING SAR FORCES ALERTED: 	 _ 
(A) 2 BRIGADE, 1.7 CALVARY r 101 ABN, HUE-PHFAI 	• '3 / 	? 7 RVN. 

.040NRIv.  

IMMEDIATE 	 :*tOtteft-T1777:il:t 
* 

--------- -- -------"---'..tt 1 
PHU 	.14.....) ...,t'Ll.J -, ,..:4_ ,_.:::_- • ,.... •-.M._____±...........*  ' 	, - ,' 	, 

individual 	5 't..4 f t. , 6  
. Contacted: 	/  

Loz..  

0525Z 
IN 
	r. 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



• 

7101rig4 17,4.1‘?!*104MtriCPOC:Ir 	IP** 
viEDIATE 	* ' 46\18 ILI0U-&.A1 4 

*************************** 
PT 00522 

(3) FOLLOWING SAR FORCES WERE LAUNCHED OR DIVERTED:  
(A) NONE 

C. PERSONNEL INFO: 
(1) 2 PERSONS INVOLVED •. 2 PERSONS LOCATED. I. PERSON 

SAVED. 1 PERSON DECEASED. 
(2) SAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY 'CI TROOP, 17TH CALVARY 

AT 12/0525 FEB 71 COORDINATES 16-41N. 106...58E. 
(3) RECOVERY BY GROUND PARTY. 
(4) BODY TAKEN TO DANANG AE MORTUARY. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(1) NONE 

E. NO ADDITIONAL SAVES. 
3. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

(1) THE BODY OF THE SECOND CREW MEMBER WAS RECOVERED 
BY THE 17TH CALVARY REGIMENT, HUE. PHU BA!. THE BODY HAS BEEN 
TAKEN TO THE MORTUARY AT DANANG. RVN. MISSION CLOSED. (THIS 

PAGE 4 RUMUJNA010140imiiii.E04.410g.glajmiLL.L.-  
MESSAGE CORRECTS REPORT 13/0100 FEB 71) 
GP-4 
BT 

1.01. 

NNN= 

*4 	
17) 

44;i;W(iiist.F?TiRlrirt---;** 
IMMEDIATE 	 * 	 ;ZL 	L * , 

** 

Robert1
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***************** 	****** 
IMMEDIATE 	 NTIAL* SUSPECTED DUPLICATE 

41-1Wri*ii,104***** =TM 	 riht 

rr 00026 
OTTCZYYY RU4441A007q 042132q=LLLLL7RuwThmA. 
ZNY 	C CC 1tD ) 

•Tr-rrrerST-717.-g.‘,-1 
FM DL A 3ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHGA/CSAF/AFXOTZB 
RUHEAKA/PACAF HICKHAM AFB HI/DOH 

-^. 	 1. 1..LiguOBAM/12.05T,_ 
- RU EAAA/HO USAF ALT MAXWELL AFB AL 

. 14 
IR1JFRIM/7AF TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/CC/00/000/IN/DOCT/DP 
RUHHABA/4IARRWG HICKHAM AFB HI/DOC 
RUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC 
RUMUHTA/mACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE MO 
RUMFRBA/CRF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUmOJAA/3gARRS CAM RANH BAY AB RVN 
RUmMRSA/3ARRS TAN SON NHUT AFLO PVN/JRCC 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TEXAS/DPMCS 
RUMMRSA/3GARRS TAA SON NHUT AFLD RVN/CC 
RUMOSRA/OL 9 3ARRGP UOORN PTAFB THAILAND 
RUMUJBA/37ARRS DANANG AR RVN - 

AOAGE 2 RUMUJNA047QS0NFID5NT I  AL  
ILJMLMJA/O CO 2,01 ksIN 3N HUE PHU RAI RV 
RUMUJGA/12TFW-PHU.CAT RVN 	. 
ET 	 • 	. 

OPR 	CI'S 

INFO I CYS 
 DP_ LI 

£J?   1J)OPREP JIFFY/OL-A. 3ARRGP/RESCUE OS/ 
111072G FE 6 71. 	 1-METZNYMT:,T2 
I. MIS!-ION OPENING/SUSPENDING REPORT 11 FEB 71. 
2: MISSION NUMBER: A-3-00o-11 FEB 7L. 
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY CF COWNED CREW MEMBR: 
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 
(1) F-4/CAMOFLACIED/O0BRA 04. 

TAf*TTr.A1 
tm‘,..164^1... ■ 

(3) PILOT: FORD. CAPT. 259629734. 12TFW, (FIRST NAME AND 
MIDDLE INITIAL NOT AVAILABLE) 	' 

(4) FOB - 2. 
(5) WEATHER 3.000 THOUSAN1 SCATTERED. 6 MILES VISIBILITY. 
(6) SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT: AIR FORCE STANDARD. 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: 16-41N 106-58E. 

B. AC1IONS TAKEN: 
(1) CONTROLLING AGENCY.. OL-A. 3 ARRGP, NOTIFIED AT 

1110720 FEB 71 BY COBRA 04 THAT COBRA 04 WAS BAILING OUT. 
Olassifiedby 	  

PAGE 3 RUMUJNA0079 C ONFIDENTIA 	SUBTEC7 1.0 GENERAL DEcIAASSIFICAT VII 
(2) FOLLOWING SAF 	 1T LILE DF EME'Cli -ToRIJETI 112--  
(A) 39ARRS AT 11/0720 FEB 71 	\ 	Wra a T I CALIa DotiaRMALED ALZ-1#40 / 

(B) 37ARRS AT 11/0723 FEB 71 	 YEAR IWrETTAIAS 	 / 
3/ 	7) 

CAr (C) 56SOW AT 11/0723 FER 71 	 riEcLASSIEayo al 
(3) FOLLOWING SAR FORCES WERE LAUNCHED OR DIVERTED: 

***Pil -e414Wgal**41 
IMMEDIATE 	 * Otr 4P 	ENTIA 

0 
 SU1PEOTED DUPLICATE 

*************************** 

IndivIduzl 
Contacted: 

1.40a1. _Lune 
and Date 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



* 316( 	.4c * 

IMMEDIATE 	 Efir11114rEM L * SUSPECTED DUPLICATE 
41'411t111131 	**** 

oT 00026 

(A) 39MRS AT 11/0720 	K-26. C.•13OR 
(8) 37AkRS AT 11/0720 - JG 67/72. HH-53 
(L TYS0h AT 11/0739 - SANDY 9/10o A1-..E 

C. PERSONNEL INFO 
(1) 2 PERSONS INVOLVEO - 1 PERSON LOCATED. RECOVERED, 

SAVED ,  1 PERSON MISSING. 
(2) SAR 06JECTIVE LOCATED BY DUSTTES 707 AT 11/0720 FEB 71 

COORDINATES 1b-41N 106 -5BE. 
(3) RECOVERY riY US ARMY HELD. COrt 10. USING ROPE AND 

ALUMINUM LADDER. 
(4) CAPT FORD TAKEN TO 18TH SURGICAL HOSPULp GUANG TRI. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(3) RECOVERY BY US ARMY HELO. COZY 10. USING ROPE AND 

ALUMINUM LADDER. 
(4) CAPT FORD TAKEN TO 18TH SURGICAL HOSPITAL. GUANG TRI. 

04 FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(1) 39ARRS 	1 SORTIE FOR .8 HOURS. 
(2) 374RR5 	2 SORTIES FOR 1.6 HOURS. 
(3) %SOW - 2 SORTIES FOR .8 HOURS. 

PAGE 4 RUMUJNA0079C0 r4FIDENTIAL 
E. RCC MAKING SAVErIMMerM,Cr:rek04.6.5.313364363, 39ARRS. 
39ARRS CREDITED WITH 1 COMEAT AIRCR7WMEMBER SAVE. 
G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

4  (1) AT 11/0720 FEB 71 OL -A. 3ARR3P (QUEEN) INTERCEPTED A 
'MAYDAY CALL ON GUARD FROM COBRA 04 ADVISING HE WAS EJECTING DUE 
TO DAMAGE FROM HOSTILE FIRE. THE EJECTION WAS CONFIRMED BY A 
DUSTOFF 707 AND KING 26 (HC'...130R) OUSTOFF 707 RELAYED POSTIVE 
SIGHTING OF ONE CHUTE. COBRA 04 CRASHED AT PSN 16-41N 106- ,58E 
AND BEGAN TO BURN. AREA WEATHER WAS 3 THOUSAND SCATTERED 
VISIBILITY 6 MILES. JOLLY GREEN 72H-•53) WAS AIRBOURNE AND 
°EVERTED AT 11/0725s JOLLY GREEN 67 (HH.•53) LAUNCHED AT 11/0747. 
SANDY Q 	10 (A - 1F) LAUNCHM AT 110739 AND PROCEEDED TO SAR AREA. 
KIN ;!6 (C1A0P) Assumrn A1RRORNE CONTROL AT 11/0720 AND APPOINTED 
TRAIL wR ON NCENF COMMANDLR AT 11/0740. THE AREA WASREPORTED AS 
HOSTILE AND KIK; 2o REQUESTED FIGHTER SUPPORT. GUNFIGHTER 1 & 2 

: (F•4E). 36OTFW WERE SCRAMBLED AT 11/0741s ONE SURVIVOR WAS 	. . 
REPORTED PICKED UP BY COZY 10(U)+s1) AT 11/0730. KING 26 	- 
CONFIRMED PICK UP OF SURVIVOR BY COZY 10 (UH.-1) AND ADVISED SUR -
VIVOR WAS BEING TAKEN TO THE IBTH SURGICAL HOSPITAL AT GUANO TRI. 
SURVIVOR WAS REPORTED IN GOOD CCNOITION. KING 26 REPORTED AREA 

PA GE 5 RUM1JJNA0074 
SECURED AT 11/0745 AND HAT A LóH wA ± j SIffGATING THE BURNING 
WRECKAGE. INVESTIGATION DEFINETLY E5TABLISHED SECOND CREW MEMBER 
WAS STILL IN THE COCKPIT AND WAS DECEASED. JOLLY GREEN 67 & 72 
AND SANDY 9 & 10 ARRIVED IN THE AREA AT 11/0750. A SECOND 
INVESTIGATION 0;7  THE WRECKAGE WAS MADE BY CHARLEY HOUSE 45A (LOH) 
TO POSITIVELY ESTABLISH STATUS OF SECOND CREW MEMBER. CHARLEY 
HOUSE 45A REAFIRMED THE CREW MEMBER WAS DECEASED AT 11/0805. ALL 

**Err !--1 	7- ,t**
IEDIA'rE * 	"-PI NJ • Ni 41A * -SUSPECTED DUPLICATE 

** 	" 	2014 ,1r 31'****4ti,***** 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



IMNIEDIATE 

r. 00026 

*rriEr**2001,4* **** 

	

A pil 	.6q&A 	* 	SUSPECTED DUPLICATE 

	

*41KW 	-101410i 	** 

FOkCES WERE RELEASED AT 11/0806. GUNFIGHTER 1 & 2 WERE NOT YET 
AIRaORNE AND DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN SARI INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED 
FROM IDASC, CAPT LOCHMILLER, THAT AN RVN GROUND PARTY HAD REACHED 7.„..3 
THE WRECKAGE AND REPORTED NO BODY IN THE WRECKAGE. THIS INFOR- 
MATION WAS DOUBLE CHECKED. THE GROUND PARTY DID NOT HAVE AN 
AMERICAN ADVISOR AND MERE TO UNFAMILIAR WITH THE ACRAFT TO 
IDENTIFY TYPE OR CONFIRM AIRCRAFT SER NO., HOWEVER FELT THAT IT 
WAS HE WRECKAGE OF COBRA. 04 SINCE IT WAS STILL HOT. RECONFIR-
MATION OF THE MISSING BODY WAS MADE. THE FORCES WERE UNABLE TO 
STATE wHETHER THE EJECTION SEAT WAS OR WAS NOT IN THE AIRCRAFT. 
US FORCES FROM 24 CORPS AND /DASC HAVE BEEN REQUESTED THE INVEST-
IGATE. MISSION SUSPENDED PENDING CLARIFICATION AND RELIABLE 
INFORMATION. THE AIRREFUELING WAS ACCOMPLISHED. (JOLLY GREEN 

PAGE 6 RUMUJNA 0079 
72 AND KING WYLM TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITIES SEE ITEM 30. 
GP-4 
BT 
#0079 

NNNit\a 	 i 

IMMED I A TE 	 - 	 t ,4 	',x!.2!■ L * 	SUSPECTED DUPLICATE 
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56 SOW 
Jan-Mar 71 	

n 	7 I " 
100 

DUDLEY 02 ALPHA AN BRAIN SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) On lb February 1971 at 0950L a call was received by 

TeePee that an F-4 aircraft hrid sustained battle damage from 

small arms and was enroute to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB for an 

emergency landing. Sandy 03,04, 05, and U6 were immediately 

alerted for take off. At 09551, the two F-4 crewmembers ejected 

from their aircraft and landed in a trail network in midst of 

karat hills and caves. Their position was 063/142 from Tacan 

Channel dy, an area near the P, Chi Minh Trail_ in Laos. By 
141 

1135L Dudley 02 Alpha and Bravo were safely rescued. 

(C) Sandy 05/06 launche,I first and proceeded direct to the 

objective scene. Sandy 03/0L followed and escorted Jolly Green 

63/51 to a forward holding pont at 100/30 from Tacan Channel b9. 

When Sandy 03 arrived at the (;bjective area several Nail FAC's 

and F-4 aircraft were already present and had located the approx-

imate position of the survivors. Both crewmembers reported their 

condition was good and that there was no evidence of enemy activity 

in the area. Sandy 05 observed the many trails leading to caves 

in the karst and decided to mrike a few trolling passes. In an 

effort to provoke ground fire he made hot passes with 20 millimeter 

gunfire directed to cave entrances. However no ground fire was 
142 

observed and the area was considered to be permissive. 

141. SARCO Report for Dudley 02 A/B, 19 Feb 71, Document #4. 
142. Ibid. 

CaliFliKilif AL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 	101 

(C) The I? (Initial Point) and objective area were identified 

and a routine pick up was planned. Dudley 02 Alpha was picked up 

safely at 11221, and up to this point all operations were "quite 

normal" as planned. However when the Jolly Green helicopter 

departed Alpha's position on the planned heading of 110 degrees 

he was unable to locate Bravo's position. Bravo was directed to 

expend his signal flare and all forces were surprised to find his 

location was 500 meters from Alpha on a heading of 240 degrees. 

There was an unusually _long 13 minute period between picking up 

the two crewmembers and during that time Jolly Green 63 took an 

undetermined amount of small arms ground fire. 143 

(0) The confusion over Bravo's exact position was the result 

of a series of unusual circumstances. His general position had 

been located electronically. Sandy 05 believed he knew the exact 

location of Bravo under the jungle canopy. He told Bravo to sound 

off when his A-1 was exactly overhead and then proceeded to the 

suspected area. Just when Sandy 05 passed over what he thought 

was the survivor's position Sandy 06 flew over Bravo's actual 

location and the survivor sounded off. Unfortunately the two 

positions were several hundred meters apart and caused serious 

delay in Bravo's pick up. However the effort ended happily and 

all forces returned to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB without further 
144 

incident. 

..■1111MMINIMM 

143. Ibid. 
144. Ibid. 	

CONFIDENTIAL 
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bOVIDENTIAL 

LATE! 16 Feb 71 

MISSION MOM, B-3-006-16 Feb 71 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION' King 21 

DISTRESSID AIRCRAFT! Dodlay 02 A&R 

LOCATION! 17-30N, 105-27L 

SAVNSt 2 Combat 

2211*bn 

(C) At approximately 0950L, King 21 reoeivad a call on UHF Guard 
from Wolf 04. Wolf stated he and Dudley leaf were in eseort with 
Dudlay 02. Dudley 02 had taken battle damage and his aireraft was 
on fire and falling apart. King 21 raqueetad a May Day equawk and 
• position from Wolf 04. About 0953L, Lodi/1y 02 A 7 -Nha and breVo 
Ovrated. Wolf 04 and Dudley lead had both chutes 	sight. A *all 
on Guard Channel by King 21 brought a responsa from Mails 27, 714 
34, and 112. All were in tha &animal area of Dudlay 02 Alpha and 
Bravo and Nail 27 said he had both chutes in sight. King 21 appoint/id 
Nail 27 at the On Soon, Commander (OCC) and requastsd he palm general 
oondition and UTM positiont of the survivors when thay mashed the 
ground. All four Nail aircraft were overhead the eurvivoret 
34 wtatod there wall some activity within 250 meters of Alpha 	One 
strata pass by Nail 34 eliminated the ground aotivity. Both Brave 
and Alpha reported no gyms or ground activity in their immediate 
area, and that both war* in good condition. Approximately 10501, 
Sandy's 5 and 6 arrivud on aeene and Sandy 5 assumed on seems Demands 
Sandy 5 advisad King 21 that the area was relatively quiet, and ths 
fast movor strike aircraft available at that time would aot be re-
quirod. Ry 1100L, Jolly Croen 61 and 63 and Sandy's 3 and 4 were 
In the area. By 1120L, the pickup phase waa under way on the AlOa 
man with Jolly Graan 63 making the attempt. The piakup phase on 
both man ma* momplete by 1135L. King 21 advieed tha SAL formes to 
RTB and JG 63 and 61 were to prooead to CH 93 with the two survivors. 

Comments! A post flight inspection of JIG 63 revealed that he had 
taken saveral hits from small aria fire. Sinai* th* area appeared 
relatively quiet, Sandy 5 elected not to expend any ordinance during 
the piokup Ohm. In the future, 1 would like to see ail Alin* 
attempts eovered by aotiva ordinance, to precluda any further exp*. 
wure of the Jolly Greens to ground fire. It has bottoms inereaeing4 
apparent that the enemy is with-holding his fire until the Jolly 
Greens sntar a hover and become a more vulnerabla tarot. 

- 	 
GROUP-4 

Du ,,,,ridc6 at 3 )car intervals., j 
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V-6 Report 

3 	(jACC) 
96 -307 

16 ,..'ebrilar7 1c)72. 

!U:1:2 	 16 February 1 ',71 

Jolly Green 6.?. 

ludicy 02 

1722L — 105Z:,L 

1. 	(C.;) Jclly Gr:. -:er. G3 (..) 	 wo .:c 
16/0:310:. 	 1 -Icadua ,ut t 	12(.,° 
t:c rchoe 	hc,16 for 

	

inztru 	 21 to• 

is,roccu;ie(:, to th ,2 survivorL, 	 I 
';:? . J.2,y 3 anc... 7, 4. arr::.ved. 	c_ 	 -..•  

Ltt. 	1 holdini:". point. 	2,1.„r 	 . 
thc, 	 t.o 	 In 	 _• 	: 

tion. 	c wu 11,._re In thic arca we 	th-:.T: the 
n the arca 	thLt the 	 rortod 

alao heard t:lat 	3./, had 	 a 	 . 
I 

to 	 C,79 °/47A.Y.). 	U2C..1", 	 .L. 
o: 	 WC3A2-; In ti 	for 	10  

3 to 	 to 	th, 
L . ach 	?I-icy to t:.ie a lixo 	 — 

Thc runin 

	

tTr..c 	arc. 	 _ 
-- : 	_ 	_ 

;u:Al 	 rlect.17 	 . 

of 
;or to u-zi 	the other 



• 
helicoptc,. 	 • . . 

I. 	v(xc 	 100 foot 'cove.% 
board at e421 n.nt wu, 	to 10Ct)  

Brr.vo 	Al hover taxi. .d in thai. directia 	Lurn,-,•u up 
ths; 	 Set: 	 C!: 

- thn ,31cd in the top o a 1; -.1.;:o treo. 	wu 	 • 	: w 
s .ckc frow. jrovels :lane at a aea617, c. 	1,:;Co a::: 	 •;' 

zlsout 1 	T:'se 	Letveenui a!%d the arc:. was m..:1 
.tho 

	

	 Ls poa:lbae cnd tnta ',Joran 	3 10 7. 	CZ ;.:.;_ 
direetiona. fro.1 Eandy 5 and the *,:::%.,ve :Aar. 

of t.i.:itE:.n:Ln„ ,, c.l.re]ws until we locte.,: 	, the. 1..asc of 	 _ 
We seemed to. 1.)c f.riyox.,/caud so uc hoere6 	lov into 	 _ 
'Die. Our 	was at ahout 1Z5 Lc. t 	(!.2hc 	eninuer 
ci 	of 	 tee 	snowiL„.: a'so -:e hisL5iLtouit. 
L3ravo man on o:r it O13Z aril 	our 	.Jan(.'y 5 
straight ahead (out 275 0) anc. keep Co•:. on the 
tho i.ncdiatc. arca we clicd u ...) to jO,CCO foL. 	 w. 
ha:;c. Both survivors were in : . cod 	aa. the 
well or_ our cvLe .aat;:on. H:Lng 2l askeC us ; .:esut the 	 ,• 
whoio t..hey wanted to ! .;o. We told 	 bot:: ft.c.31s 
a return to Channel E9 was (::csircd. ohOrtly Lhec(s after 
JO 63 an::: 6l as well as JG 62 and 55 to 7:21:3 to Cilannel 93, 
oonditioL of tLe survivor6, and the nppreflt conditia.a 	the 

no 1..asun • 	th;:.t ti:r.c to insiot an a return o Channel 	 - •,a 
Ch 93 wc noticed a few stray holes 	the airorrIft, but 
of structural da4-41k: was noti.id. 	 Voon.nt 
dotrn, in section rovealcdThits in one main rotor 	•nu t,LjTh 

c:rive shaft, and ewush jaate asseOle. 7_11er, - re 
hiTA in the do::• house and rear of th::: aircraft. :IA, no ti,o 
were we awilrc. of any ;1-ound fire hittinn the aircraft. T1i eLly 
was for a few 1,;<.:eonds or. the runin. 

2. Crow Calposition: 

r 63 
Cant Chnrios R. ILIT:erhjelm, 

CP :.:aj CCO1*!W T. jdonald, 
1TE 	7reariek 	1:oorehouse, 
PJ 	t lia.lry L. .Pchse, 
PJ Tart 
AP :,L1;t Ldr.ey L. Olsen, 

Zurvivons: 

Lajor illiain C. Allen 
Lt Colonel William R. Cox 

CI: 	 Captain, UiAJ 
• 4inoraft COli1;dalltier 	• 

JG  
AC Ct Dan 
OP i.laj Jerry 

) 

PJ 
PJ 	achard 
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FROn: ]1303 (Lt Col Adame/2754 	 ' \. . N — 1-1ARsVk " 
D 0 	 , 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Dudley 02 A/B 	PS41104R 0 _ I' 	

s4. 

TO: DO 	 NoellaailL25c-f 

1. A successful r 	e eecue we made for Dudley 02 A/D on 
aircraft, an F-4, suet...lined battle damage and enroute to NKP, both eurvivore 
were forced to bail out at approximately the 083/42/89. This report will 
cover the activitioe relating to the SAR. All eimes are Thailand local. 

2. A call was received at 0950 that a battle damage aircraft was going to re-
cover at Ni?. At 055 both crew members ejected. At 1004 both crew members 
touched dowa and their position was noted by an accompanying F-4 and reported 
to King. Sandy 03, 04, 05 aed 06 were alerted to launch prior to the crew 
membere reaching the ground. Docauee a Hot Cargo aircraft was blocking the 
arming area, an 3 to 10 minute4dlay occurred on the launch and Sandy 05 and 
06 get airborne first at 1018. He was directed by King to proceed directly 
to the bail out area. Sandy 03 and 04 airborne, at 1020, were directed to 
escort Jolly Green 63 and 61, airborne at 1010, to a holding point of 100/ 
30/89. Nail 11, 27, 112, 72, 34 1  and the accompanying F-4 were all in the tee-
diate area of the bail out. Sandy 05 became OSC at approximately 1040. Said 
01 and 02 at Ubon and Sandy 09 and 10 at Da Nang were placed in cockpit alert 
and two Jolly Greens at Ubon were launched to hold on the November orbit to 
aCt as backup. 

3. Both craw members wore immediately contacted and reperted their condition 
as greed withoW: any evidence of enemy in the area. Sandy 05 believed he had 
a 3c ,d location on both survivors. After trolling the area for gunfire and 
fir. g his 20unl near some cave entrances in a Karst, he decided a non contest-
ed SAR was at hand. Dudley 02/A was picked up first at 1122 without compli 
cation. Dudley 02/B was picked up by the same Jolly Green at 1135 after 
spending 13 minutes searching for his exact position. (see etch/ II) 

4. The position of Dudley 02/B was not known exactly. The reason for this 
is explained in Atch II. This is further reason for emphasis to be made for 
Sandy low to be absolutely sure of the survivors position prior to expend-
ing erdnance and prior to committing the Jollys for the pick up. It is quite 
conceivable that the extended time in the hover, searching for 02/B, resulted 
in Jolly Green 63 receiving unnecessary gunfire. The comments made by Sandy 
05 and 03 pertaining to the icing aircraft calling a stop to the ordnance is 
also noteworthy. The assistance given to Sandy low by King is unquestioned. 
However, King oversteeped his position by giving direction to Sandy low when 
he and only he is in the best position to determine tho actions required. kie 
are actually at a trade off since the exact location of 02/8 was misunder-
stood and creceszive ordnance delivery could have hurt the survivor..Atthe same 
time, the cessation of ordnance delivery, as ordered by King, probably contri-
buted to endangering the crew of the Jolly Green. 

5. tour Sandys and 2 Jollys wore launched in direct support of the mission 
with two other Jollys holding in the November orbit as relief, if needed. 
(see atach 1) 

nomaT S. ADAMS, Lt Colonel, USAF 
SARCO 	 CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDEATIAL 
'3 ';' 	_3 1: 

/.1 	1 .111-DL( 0,214'13  

In order to make t4i3 report bota fectual and comprehensive, I would 
like to prilnnnt it froil two differeat otaeelpoints. I will first discuss 
it from an objective viewpoiat including specific facts and ha)peninga 
ia chronelogieal order. I will then present my personal opinions and ' 
enoueei tee. 
At aperoximately 1000 hour e local time jeneye 03, 04, 05, and 06 were 
eorambled in oupport of a downed F-4, Dudley 02. Sandy 03 and 04 were 
delayed mowenterilY and followed Janey 05 and 06 out to the arming area. 
Sandy 05 an4 06 laneched firet aad were proceeding to escort the Jollys 
(as briefed) when,keuly 03 and 04 beceme airborne about 5 minutes later. 
At tele time Viae directed Jeady 05 and 06 to the scene to act as low 
eleeeat. jeadye 05 and 04 then aeeumed eecoet responsibilities and 
joined the Jo] .ye at tee briefed holding area. At approximately 1110 
local, 3aady ee reeeoeted Jolleu aa4 escort to proceed to tae'6eR area. 
This wes accolelisued ana upon errivine, Sendy 05 descended into the 
area for a briefia6 from .iande 05. Durine this briefing tactics and 
reeponsibilities were dieceened. Seedy 05 uhowed Sandy 03 the survivors 
location and did so a eecona time upon requeet from Sandy 03. Sandy 
03 teen returned to :loin Jandy 04 and Jolly 63 to brief them on the • 
pick-up. About 1139 local the execution signal was given. Jolly 63 
wide :is run in led by Jandy 03 with Sandy& 04 and 06 covering his 
flank. Dudley 02 Alfa WW3 upottod quickly aad was recovered with 
little difficelty. The Sandy:, wee not expending ordnance in accor-
dance with Xine's requeet. At teis point sons confusion arose as to 
the exabt position. of Bravo. lit:mental-1v. however, ho was spotted 
ani thoueh the Jolly was forced to hover for some 10 minutes, Bravo 
was sefely extracted. :To crowd fire was reeorted by the Sandys, 
Jolly, or survivors. The SAR forces then careened tae area and re-
turned. to their respective boeses. Down time for the Sandys was 1200 
local. 
In my opiaion, though successful, this Sen was very poorly executed. 
I attribute this to myself, Sandy 05, and Xing. First of all I don't . 
think Xing should have switeeed element responsibilities. In the event 
of delays or aborts, then yes this is in order. However, with both 
elemeets airborne, wit in 5 minutes of each other, I disa(70e. jollye 
and ;eandys briefed togeteer, but as iadividual elements each with its 
own reeponsibilitice. Techniques and tactics diccussed hoee aid in a 
saoote coordineted effort. 
The exact location of Beavo was not linown until he popped his snoke. 
Just a bit late if you're puttine down ordnance everywhere but where you 
Lin!: no is. Fortunately, we were not. This nietake on the Sandys part 
could have coet Deavo his life. 
JOW We Come to tee woeet decicioa of tea day, and who mates it bet tee 
airboree relay center known as Xi;. ".lo not eeeend ordnance during the 
pick-up", l'erleeee this was paeeed toing via Jack. I don't know. I 
do know ;:in; paused it to the Jandye. In an area known to be controlled 
-wy the eaeey, laced with roads and trail networks, and where only 30 • 
mieutea before e, Nail e4c eiirefed and killed an enemy soldier, Xing announces tne alorementioned etatement. 
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CONFIDENT i;iL 
reuai w;In ror 1,1„1.kinj 	deciolon in u;iknown to mo. Kinc p  

of all invol.rod, doos not ;Aavo too kuowled40 or autiori .Ly to make a 
tacticai clociuion 	Lhi o n ;. 	 I fau14 myself 0.3 well as Sanck, 05 
for no', tellim rs- him uo Le m ,-)ment he :J .-lidit Tno Sandy firepowero 
micht have prevnated the Aulloroue small arms hits that Jolly 63 took. 

11C3iff L. WILjal t  11,-b 
Sahcly 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
STATEMENT  

NARRATIVE FOR DUDLEY 02A & 02B 

Dudley 02 AO Sandy 05/06 Donaldson/kiland 

Sandy 05 and 06 wore scrambled to escort the Jolly Greens on the Dudley 02 A&B 
SIR, bat wore diverted to be on-ocono command bocause 05 and 06 had gotten 
airborne eight minutes ahead of Sandy 03 and 04. 
Sandy 05 and 06 proceeded directly to OB0/39 off chanel 89 actual poaition was 
081/for 47 NM and after multipla radio failures finally established contact with 
Nail 27 who had the survivors' position well marked. Nail 34 and Nail 72, along 
with Wolf 04 were also at the acene. Duo to the great number of aircraft in the 
area it was almost a caso of too mach help. 02 Alpha was very easy to spot be-
cause his chute was visible near the edge of the karst. But When it came time 
to pin point Bravo's position a series of miaidontificationa between Sandy 05 
and whatever FAO was talking, led Sandy 05 to believe Bravo was about 500 meters 
from Alpha on a heading of about U0 Sandy 05 then asked Bravo, who was in 
heavy jungle, to toll him when ho hoard Sandy 05 fly right overhead. Sandy 05 
then flew ovor to position ho believed Bravo to be. in and, sure enough, Bravo 
said "your'ro right over me now". But actually it was Sandy 06 who was pass-
ing over him. Therefore, Bravo was actually 500 meters ffom Alpha on a head-
ing of about 2400 . This caused considerable problems during tha pick-up phase. 
Sandy 05 noticed many roads and trails loading to caves in the surrounding karst 
and decided to hose several of them down to see if he could, troll up some ground-
fire. He made two passes firing 20mm at the caves. 
After the second pass King called and said to stop strafing because it would 
give away the survivors' position and the strafe was not needed. This, I feel, 
was a major errea on King's part. Sandy Load is the only one who can make the 
determination that an area is to be considured peaceful or hostile. This one 
had all the earmarks of a potentially bad area. We have had two many helicopt-
er:, lost or shot up because people thought the area was safe. As it turned out 
the Jolly took nemorous small arms hits somatime during one, or both, of the 
pick-ups. 
The Jollys wore brought onto the scene and briefed along with Sandy 03 and 04. 
A holding point was established over some karst about 3 miles northwest of the 
SAR site. The run-in to Alpha was as directed and tho pick up went quickly. 
However, the previous mountainous confusion about Bravo's position was not 
rectified until Sandy 06 saw Bravo's smoke come up and he diverted Jolly 63 
into the proper area. It took nearly 10 minutes from Alpha's pick up to 
per tively spot Bravo. The rest went smoothly. 

ROD, 1' J. DONALDSON, Major, USAF 	 JOHN W. KILAND, 1st Lt, USAF 
Sandy 05 	 Sandy 06 
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40th ARRSq History, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1971 	 6 

A last-light run-in was attempted but was aborted when both helicopters 

took hits from heavy small arms fire. One Pararescue man was wounded 

in this attempt. A first-light effort on 2 January resulted in a suc-

cessful rescue of both crewmembers. 

(S) BIGOT 02: On 3 February, two crewmembers of an F-4D bailed out 

of Bankari 2  Pass near the NVN border. 40th ARRS Jolly Greens were 

scrambled from both Nakhon Phanom Airfield 3 and Ubon RTAFB4 . Low cell-

ings precluded any attempt that day. A maximum effort SAR was planned 

on the 4th with 8 Jolly Greens in place at NKP for a first-light effort. 

HH-53 BUFFs were on continuous airborne orbit from pre-dawn to darkness 

on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of February. Continued low ceilings and bad 

weather conditions in the area precluded any rescue attempts. After 

all radio contact was lost with the survivors at noon on the 6th, and 

no weather improvement forecast, the active participation of the 40th 

ARRS ceased. The force of tired and disappointed crews were returned 

to Udorn that night. 

(S) DUDLEY 02: On 16 February, two crewmembers of an F-D bailed out 

in eastern Laos. Two Jolly Greens scrambled and both crewmembers were 

rescued less than two hours after bailout. 

(S) WITCHDOCTOR 05: On 5 March, an Arm UH-1 helicopter was shot down in 

eastern Laos with 7 people on board. A last-light run-in was attempted 

but intensive AAA and small arms fire precluded any rescues. The survi-

vors were rescued by a U.S. Army ground team on 7 March. 
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40th ARRSq History, 1 Jan - 31 Mar ]°71 

MISSION B-3-006, 16 FEB 1971 PICKUP 

lop, left to right: Captain Charles Hagerhjelm, Aircraft Commander; 

Et Colonel Cox, survivor; Major W. C. Allen, survivor; Major G. 

McDonald, Co-pilot. Bottom: (left to right) Sgt Henry L. Ochse, 

Pararescnoman; SSgt Frederick Moorhouse, Flight Engineer; and 

TSgt John A. Smith, Pararescueman. 
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K-WG-56-HI 

HOTEL yl SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) On i7 February 1971 at approximately 151nL an Air 

America H-34 helicopter crashed in Northern Laos as a result of 

enemy ground fire damage. All personnel were safely rescued 

although one individual was wounded during the effort. The air- 

craft made an emergency crash landing at 358/115 from Tacan 

Channel lUd and set down intact on the crest of a hill in thickly 

forested rolling terrain. Intelligence reports indicated the 

area was defended oy many ChInese Communists and Pathet Lao with 

weapons ranging from small arms all the way up to 57 and WO 

millimeter anti-aircraft equipment. In addition there were reports 

of Fan-Song and Fire-Can radars, SAM's (Surface to Air Missiles) 
145 

and Frequently observed Mig aircraft. 

(C) All available resources were directed to the scene 

although many of the aircraft were not able to fly the great 

distance (approximately 240 males) in time to assist the SAR 

effort. The first aircraft from Nakhon Phanom RTAFB to reach 

the objective area were Sandy 03/U4 who had been diverted from an 

orbit near Tacan Channel 10d. They arrived at approximately 1640L 

and were greeted by three Air America helicopters, a Pilatus Porter, 

a Beach Old and Raven 12 flying an 0-1 aircraft. At this time 
146 

Sandy 03 replaced Raven 12 as On-Scene Commander. 

145. skR00 Report for Hotel 71, 23 Feb yl l  Document #6. 
146. Ibid. 
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propaganda meetings where they claimed to soon start operations to 

112 expell all Americans and all Thai traitors. 

(C) Mr. Tee, probably the best known local insurgent leader, 

made several appearances boasting of gains and offering advice to 

the terrorists. One source reported that he accompanied Mr. Tee 

to a jungle area known as Don Ma-I to meet with a company of 

Communist forces which crossed over from Laos and included some 

Laotian trained Thais. On another occasion Mr. Tee met in a jungle 

area with a large group of Laos and Thai troops who were to be 

. deployed to many villages. Reports soon followed that villagers 

saw armed insurgents in variou.7 dress and uniforms. Some of them 

displayed "Tor Por Tor" (The Liberation Armed Forces of Thailand) 

on their clothing and others wore Mao The Tung medals. Many spoke 

with a Laos dialect. The insurgent introduced one source to an 

expert in guerrilla warfare aryl. two nurses and said they came from 

North Vietnam to train local soldiers. Mr. Tee reportedly advised 

the insurgents to avoid clashes with police and military authorities, 

113 it would be necessary to preserve and save strength for the present. 

(C) Probably the most significant development was the reports 

of financial aid. One source said that North Vietnam sent 11 

million baht ($550,000 US) to Vietnamese in Thailand for support 

of activities in Nakhon Phanom, Sakon Nakhon, Ubon and Udorn 

112. Ibid. 
113. Ibid. 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



1 dtz r: 	
• 
	 104 

(C) The helicopter was observed on several low passes. The 

door was open and the aircrwt appeared to be empty. Raven 12 

made several more low passes to search for survivors. On one pass 

he observed a crewmember come out from a group of bushes and wave 

his hands. This man was immediately shot and, although severely 

wounded, was able to crawl back to cover. On succeeding passes 

two more suvivors were spotted and Sandy 03 decided to attempt a 

pick up with the resources already available.
147 

(C) Hotel 63, an Air America H-34 helicopter which had been 

escorting the downed aircraft, was directed in for the pick up. 

He was able to rescue the wounded man and one other survivor. He 

immediately departed for Luang Prabang to obtain medical assistance 

for the seriously injured survivor. Next the fourth survivor 

showed himself and Sandy 03 requested one of the Air America Huey 

Slick helicopters to pick up the remaining men. He agreed and at 

148  
1737L all four personnel had been rescued. 

(C) This Search and Recovery was severly handicapped because 

the downed crewmembers had no survival radios or any means of 

electronic communications. Fortunately the recovery forces were 

unopposed and the incident occurred in an area where the survivors 

could be spotted and observed visually. In addition the SAR 

forces had been briefed that only three persons were on board the 

downed helicopter. The fourth person could have been neglected 

if the aircraft had crashed in a hostile environment or in an 

147. Ibid. 
148. Ibid. 
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area concealed by jungle canopy. 149 

(C) At 1940L the SAR was terminated. Jolly Green (Di was 

diverted to Luang Prabang to Ned-Evac the wounded survivor. 

Sandy 03/04 and Raven 12 remained to expend their ordnance on 

the source of ground fire which originally damaged the helicopter 

and all other forces returned to their name stations. 150 

149. Ibid. 
150. Ibid. 
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23 Feb 71 

.-;;;;;;;.•CY• 	•:k3(1,0 j 4 	1: 1 	 .",o 

TO: 	..;)0 

1. A succesful releue wao conduoted on 17 Pcb 71 for .lotel 71. The 
aircraft, an Air A,a-ri, :a 	1ioite 	!Oit down at ancroximately 
1510 loci )  17 Ain yl, 176 	'; -:orta 	Lima 	26. This report covers 
tho6e ;LeLivitioS r(qatinc: to tie Saadys darin; the rescue effort. 

2. Jandyo 	);'„ o5 and 06 aad larolched. Oa their scheduled times for 
the "T" oaa "j" er;dte. 03 arid 04 lic=e 	jA of IL 98 whoa notified 
by Iling of tne downee.. cin_Jerft. 	•i had been downed by enemy gun- 
fire, . 

:5. 	9 	, Y.E• 	 :71.0.e 	 ;: .1. V: 	t 1.d...r.; 05 	06 fron lir orbit, 
C,antijo 0) 	 fro,d Oa ;;I:.nr.;.; :10bos 	,7,nd 21, 	:Are 

• mhied in s;ort of SAiI; 	14 diverted in-flic;hti and 
Toll:,' Greenn 54. 	61, scrabled from _Xi', and 62 and 65 crambled 
from -1.1b:Ja, 	WLCJL anit chroil;.0 	s:r.1.1121 in attachm ant 1. In addi- 
tion tzece were j ;Lir ,moi7ica helicopters, a porter, a Beech 010 and 
a aaven 12 on-scone. 

4. ifotol 71 11 - 4 ,1 fp)i, down ihtact on the crest of a hill in thickly 
forooLed ror_ina toraih. The woather was clear with visibility 	• 6+. A p - xed alhway W:13 clearly visible a short distance to the north- 

• Derones in t,;1:t 	we;:e briefed as rlaily-  (:;Icia,1 and Pathet 

	

aattic ;ea :u :; , 	14.5a, 23clm, 57na, 100nm, 2an-S, 	and Are-Gan lia,iara, 	an 	tnreat. In addition there 
Uaincse J.:AL;incer battalions wor:zirl; on the road. 

5. '611.nd.:15 05 	-Lrrivod o-c 	tailoximcItcay 1640 local. Lft,T: receivin.:7 a bric2ih„ from ..:.c.VQ:1 12 sandy 03 aosUmed on-scone 
comiq:?hd. 	iwen ;:a..1 the San0JS :lade sev-iral low pu,soos 
the helieeHL , Itr Lnd loo;-:in,:; for survivors. On one of the passes one 
survivor sho•fed himself bat 	21omp',1y wouhded. TwO other ourvivers 
were iontea. The .,;-,adys tnen 1.:-dd down cu-25, 20mTa and 7.62un in )rwdariion 	 I,t 't 	a e16:;11,7:sdirectod in and picked 
U) 2 oC 	anxvivoro incluainG the w,adeii 	Tnis airaroit then 

d ii. 	iaLely for Luarv; Prabah:.; for ;;Audical assist:.nce. One of 
the re..v,,inih hO1ie0•4)23, 	i.hon proceeded in and picked ars 
reimainin!; 2 sarv!%vors. 	wao Itor rci ,or'.od that the helicepers 
recoivea 	 the •2forts. (.;ce Atca 2) As )6d drI)a-1- d tne arr!a 	e4h.n;lys expo:idea the rem,dader of their 
ordnaaee in ,;he 	At 17..,2 all :orces 	directed to 	with one 

ce,,tion. Jolly ;rcen 1 w4c directed to 1,:.5 54 for posoiblo ::cdevac 
of the wis-,:cd survivor. .(doe Atch 3; At 1)40 local the S.=.74 was tormiulLtua bv Jac. 
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. 	C: ■11Lf ; 	 .; 	t• 	01':1 y 3 	rta on 	tio 

1. 1)11 	 .1. • 	 t;,..tacu of 
0 0.;:at-iiiLr 	 ) 	 L.I  

'of t 	 '41 —) 	 col.bitt,LiciLttioriS 
1.11 Li tUw',rj.:ij c 	i;•%-,rt.? 	 :,:occiaraend the 

ci t-11: L' i :.;! of oc:ncy 	 1:0 roz:Ld to all 
air 	() 	t 1 	in  

/ 

-74 ■̀ ..."1"c/-7. 	4 
J . 

n Lt Colool 	3 ' 
31s.itCO 

3 ;,tda 
Plyinc Schedule 

2. S_ILZCO Log 
5. 6tat eartent for 

;3andy 03/04 
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1.'LYING SC;IEDULL 

Pilot 	 Ca Li Siva r2/C) ATI] Rcmnrks 

Cant i:ootor 	Z.a Idf 0.3 1440 4. 7  Oa Scone Commaadel. 
1,;x1j Da Fb1;.%) 04 3-440 5.0 
1 -cd B13hop 05 1435 4.1 
Colonol Walr.th 06 1435 4.3 
Lt Colonol Daawoody G9  3.0 Prom Da Nang 
1LT Uouo1 10 1600 3.0 From Da Nang 

1LT Paiao 	•- ):Do 20 1633 2.7 
Capt Stor 21 1633 2.7 

Atch 1 
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CONFiDET LL  
;; T 	T 	:4 	I: T 

aco LOG - 17 Fob 1971 
1545L Lt Colonol WeLs frori J.ic  en120:1 to 0a7: (1) Sandys 03 & 04, 
and 05 & 06 had boon Carocted to tho cradi site. (2) Jolly Greens 54 & 
61 wore dircctod to :;cr10 :rom =. (3) 11:2'wox, to generate 4 Smoko 
aircraft. (4) Tno do•r- -A aireval% 1,!...s an Air :erica H34, callsicn H-71. 
Location 340/94/10% Coordinates Td2982. 

1552L - 3.-;roo ndviso4 Jac;'. tt wc only had nne in-conmission 41-1 for Smoke 
request. (licit 215). Also advisor', Jack of 2 Prairie Fire assets, Hobos 
20/21 that they might -47 to [:;..:t released to sAa. Also requested GCAP 
and 	at t'nat 

1556L Intolligence advises not to go too far Nertiawest of reported 
]ocation duo to heavy .  Ak1 with Firecan/Fansong radars. Passed to Jack. 

1600L - Jolly Croons 54/61 airborne. 

1606L Fowlor Flight, 2F4Z's enroute. On scene Forces have no contact with 
survivors but downed holicoptor visually checked intact and O.K. 

1615L - Prairie Fire, Hobos 20/21, released and scrambled to SIR. Site 
location 342°  for 42 minutes from 108. 

1617L - Jack advised 360/60/108 will bo ho1d...1'1g point for Jollies. Nail 19 
a:rived on scone. New location of site now 350/115/108. 

16201 Ubon Jolly Gvcens scrambled by KinE' Jolly Greens 62/65. 

16251•- King 25 scrambled. 

1635L - Two T-28's with Stri:x ordnance enroute. New position - 016° for 
10 clics from site at ST 4716. 

16391, Sandys 03/04 on-scene. Hotel 73 over site and has visue on 3 
survivors. 

1645L SandT; 09/10 csUmatig on scene 18151, with Bingo of 1930L. Jo14 
Crrcen 65 estimating Pao 1600L with Bingo of 1930L0  Raven 12 On-Scene-
Commander. Saadys 03/04 Bingo 2000L. 

1715L - Sandy 03 On-Sconc-Co=-'onder.. Sandys striking around area of 
survivors. 

1720L - One survivor spotted. Has be,--.n shot. 1.,',ay be O.K. Second survivor 
spotted. 

1725L - Aircraft 11-63 will attempt Phaso "B's on 2 survivors. 

1731L - One badly wounded survivor picked up. Another picked up. Hotel 63 
going to L354 due to low fuol. 

CONFIDENTI 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



CONFIDENT!? ; a A 

SARCO LOG - 17 Fob 1971 (NT) 

17351, - Third survivor bli;htd and Phase 473 being attempted. One Jolly Green 
going to.LS54 for possible %cdEvac. 

1737L - Picked 1J -;) two .ourvivers, one ii.dicenouc. Aircraft 961t made pickup. 

1742L - Jack direct - (1) All Sandlos RT2 chanriel 89. (2) All Sollys RTE1 
channel 70 oxcopt 61 going to 1454 for 146dvac. (3) Several helicopters 
reported receiving "a iv (round fire. 

19401. - SAR terminated. 

Atoll 2 
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CONFIDEN,Ilw. 
43  el • rl 	• ; 	I • 

S 	P0.1 if07/}1.., 71 
: 

HopA -a (na H31 cho-)per) went do:„..n d. .n 
(li100 at allproxim,..ty 1510 local, 1 . :. 

 and :)e Fi l... ct!) wore . aroue to (17-01,1)11, 
when :  thc . oi[coopf.,.r won i, down. AC r.ution. :  n. 
locai..ion, we proccedpd north and arrfi.v 
wan 1,1..t least 20 mi0uto0 loot after -,;;02 
call wan Ina(34, by ilat ,./1 6.3, the winucAn i 1 100 their pof.:Ition. 	Tilin oxrilains 0P...• 
22 tr4r1 very bpoy Urou:;hout the dr voi 
npnerwo :fc.nt movr"or t') act CL3  

for . .anker :!;12port„ etc. Ve reef-1e
t3mean to what typo 'of aircraft %nr...ii 

I wh a i: 1 ty p,3 ti' " resist:1 'CO the .1:111 wa:i ),.0.. 1 
'pie 11 ,:!edd, b6t 4ad ; 	pie: it out pi.,:e 
I 	

i 
' 1 	 I 	: 

I Arrived on-neene are0nd 1640 local' a0a , ctrelin,7 -Lilo cravh cite, Wtieh wac OA I ldlin 0.b0 1 1t 1 mile Sout'l of a river. .1 
16,71 ([54) r  2 Huey 3licks (Air .irica), 
1 	, 
iCaf] tAir America). Rayon .1.2 was on-:.  C,  
! taa k :imp: at once on Air Amor i ea Commod., 
able to gel; everyone up 123.1 oo that ; 
an(1 1 then ass.fmed on- scene nommanfi.:, 1 

. 	. 
1r2 350 ..raulLa for 13.5i off , 

•Iffb 71. We I:Sandy 05 	04/;(ceter 
HAci. v., 

 
w'o lapproximate•:, 1200/35/108 

in 22 C:3 tilbi 	 0 chopper's 
cI OR-scene at 1640 local. There 
?.iuyday call (incidntally, this 
bvforo 	ostabliiierl any fix. 

in arriving on-nceno. King 
• t';'o.) area in assembling 

>,irds, coordinating wiita Brigham 
o briefinr:,-3 from Kinp,' 22 at any 

■ n-scene, urho was in command., or 
)ting. We (Tot the information 
!: by piece. 

;- 
1 
obsrvved numerous al•rcraft 
e crest of a trorth/Scuth ridge-

:observed Raven 12 (0 ,4), Hotel 
Pilatus Porter, and. a Beach 

no commander. Everydine was 
119.1. After sometime !  I was 
'ing could listen to tbe, events 

lunrct nlan ileaineo 9CC1 h 

a coiamon lig? and all the fast mover:-.were available on it. ,1.1.1ne sur- 1 
v:_vors had no racLioe. 	 ,1 	 , 	• I , 	: 	1 ' 	,: 	11 	 • , 	. . 	i . I 	 I Raven 12 f.howed, me the crash site.; 1.1c 1 (iiaven. 12 9. and. liandies 3 el: 4 ) 	! 
mu.d.c ni:d[6.3.,Tun low 1.;,c1se.-,s over the -cr . ' and dotermined the c'hoppers 
door ! to be open and thcf wiDdilf1.` ilin .-,)t, , . , 0, ono of t: -,c... low pasJos itaven 
12 6*er:red one. survivor (w-)aring. a : 7-1-c.f .-1.  shirt) come out of a:  small 
bln4;;Lad. r.,1:12..1-• .mtv.illi7 lite ...1f.adr.f. 	1' 	then it 	hi :-7' to ;fro teci 

ina.ve:;1 12 -WI() went 3. 0'.? in an. at.tomp't -,:e:::ind the otho;?' threc..! it waf3 	i 
 on tido pa3n that Raven 121 called i i :re: 44n. been hit"; !"They h,ave shot - ■ Ihimn: reforring to the fir:...t olfrvi'ro -,2 -0,,at c,ho-::cd ; .fimsolf to be. The 

inext pace indicated. the man -Lb bp 110'..ral (.1. 'out z;till able to crawl for . 1 	 . 	. 	1 
. coAmr. kUOut tills ti.me, to of c;,le re;ii ,inin,(2; ourvivors showed thom- 	: 
iselv0o and we inwedia;;;,:ly 'dooided to ,rw,:a .:otel 63 (the othcx 104) in 
!for pickup. ::le picked pp two of t:142,1 1pne of whom was the Wounded 	I survivor. After Uotel 63 Vacated th6 '.:.'..:ea for Luang Parabanis and 	. medical attention, the fourth survivor:ii:nowod hi=elf to"....L.Iven22 and ! 
we immediately asked one of the Air Lmo irica duey Slicks (call sign was- 
Tanro Voxtrot, I believe) to make an at itempt at pickup. He tagreed and' H 	 I picked uP both remaining sUrvivors. . r; 

. 	, 
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CONFIDENHAL 

OAR FOR ROM 71 (cONTID) 

No grollnii riro wan oboorvil dflring any of tho pio1mpo,, -Prior to tho piokupo 
uo put dotn light ordnanco azound tholeraoh site as a deterrent. We need 
CDU-25 in tho valloyn on oithorZado of tho North/South Ridgolino and 20mm 
and 7.62 Minim to to North and South of to cra3h. Aftor everyone loft 
tho aroa, wo put down tho roat or thoiordnanco on board in areas whore tho 
FAG, navon 12, thowzht tho cl4ound Li2O had oomo that downod the chopper. 
The Sandioe then =Bid at 1745 local.; , 

N;..„ 

C 
jACK: E. KELM, 
SANDY 03 

Copts  USAF 
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K-WC1-56-14T 	 179 

were 11 total 011-3's authorized and assigned during the period. 

(S) The CH-3 helicopters continued to be used largely for 

support missions and training sorties. One of its major functions 

was to perform night reconnaissance in the areas adjacent to the 

Base. This mission was known a3 Knife 47 and reported increasing 

numbers of apparent overt operations by unknown armed men clad in 

black pajamas. On one occasion Knife 141 aided in a rescue by 

picking up a crewmember who had bailed out of an AC-119 Gunship.* 

 The better performing and larger CH-53 was used mnre in the X-Ray 
180 

and Prairie Fire tactical combat mission role. 

Prairie Fire: 

(S) The Prairie Fire mission, which primarily involved infil-

tration/exfiltration of Study and Observation Groups (SO(1), continued 

to be extremely hazardous. One CH-53 was lost to enemy ground fire 

while attempting to hover over a particularly dangerous RIZ (Heli-

copter Landing Zone) on 10 February 1971. During that month there 

were a total of four Prairie Fire missions and all were subjected 

to enemy resistance. In March there were five infiltration mis-

sions and three of them turned into emergency exfiltrations as a 

result of intense enemy ground fire and large numbers of enemy 

personnel in the area. The mission was flown to support the Army 

and HLZ's were selected deep in enemy controlled areas and often 

179. 21st SOS Historical Cata Records, Jan-Mar yl, Tab B, Appendix 
V, and 56th SPOPWG Monthly Maintenance Summary, Jan-Mar yi, 
Document #15. 

* 	See Volume 1, Chapter III , Search and Recovery for moreAnfor- 
mation. 

180. 21st SOS Historical Data Records, Jan-Mar yi, Tab B, Appendix V. 



"In 	
129 

where helicopter operations could easily be observed by the enemy. 

Such actions appeared unwise because first, they subjected the air-

craft and team to extreme hazards, and secondly, because many of the 

missions failed to accomplish their assigned task when the team had 

to be lifted out immediately after being infiltrated. The more 

successful Prairie Fire missions used HLZ's located on high terrain 

(4,000 to 6,000 feet). These altitudes were out of the efficient 

operating range for the smaller CH-3 but the CH-53 1 s were well 
181 

suited for the operations. 

X-Raz:  

(S) The 21st Special Operations Squadron was very active in 

the X7Ray mission during the quarter. Larger and larger operations 

were encountered and the unit referred to them as "Mass Gaggles". 

One such operation was the largest mission ever launched by the 

Knife Squadron at Nakhon Phanom RTAFHB and included 16 of the total 

20 aircraft available. That day 1,555 troops and 9,300 pounds of 

cargo were moved and the aircraft were greeted by rockets in the 

landing zone area. Fortunately the rockets were unguided, inacurate, 

and no helicopters were damaged. Another Mass Gaggle used six 

CH-53 1 s and six CH-3's to move 1,100 troops and their support cargo 

in less than four hours. The mission terminated with an impressive 

12 ship flyby at home station. 182 

181 ' Ibid. 
182. Ibid. 
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KNIFE 34 3EARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Quick reaction by the crew of Knife 33 resulted in the 

immediate rescue or the crew and passengers of Knife 34 when it 

crashed on a combat mission lb February 1971. The two CH-53 

helicopters were being escorted by two A-1 aircraft, Hobo 22/23. 

Knife 33 had completed off-loading its passengers and was waiting 

for Knife 34 which developed engine problems, possibly as a 

result of enemy ground fire. At 1105L Hobo 22 saw the helicopter 

suddenly go out of control and crash into the HLZ (Helicopter 

Landing Zone). There were no fires or explosions associated with 
151 

the crash. 

(C) Hobo 22 immediately assumed On-Scene Command and other 

SAR forces were alerted. Sandy 01/02 were flying a special orbit 

near the objective area and were diverted to the scene. All other 
152 

forces remained on alert for immediate launch. 

(C) Knife 33 had been hovering approximately two miles from 

the scene of the crash and immediately drove in and used a jungle 

penetrator to pick up the crewmembers and passengers. The heli-

copter was down in hilly terrain with tail trees and weather was 

not a factor. All the survivors were picked up approximately 20 

minutes after the crash and the SAR was terminated at 11.2bL. Knife 

33 recovered at Ubon RTAFB and the other forces returned to Nakhon 

Phanom RTAFB. No enemy resistance was reported during the rescue 

effort although Knife 34 reported ground fire during their initial 
153 

penetration. 

151. SARCO Report for Knife 34, 23 Feb 71, Document #5. 
152. Ibid. 

n ONFIO E 41 I 153. Ibid, 	 1.1 
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MOM: 3,303 (IA Col Dunwoody/7754) 
	

23 February 1971 

SITTIJIT: SAGO 'LEIN"):+.1.1  FOR K:TIFF, 34 

TO: DO 

1. A succeseful rescue wan conducted on 18 ?cbruary 1971, for Knife 34. 
The aircrnft, 	CU-53, went down 04054/ 13 Fab 1971 at approximately 2 miles 
south of D-44. ThIe report covers those nctivities relating to the Saedys/Hobos 
durInc the renew) rfort. 

2. Xrirc 33 rind 34 launched nt. 0235Z with Hobo's 22 and 23 as escort on a 
frngeed infill mieeion. The eese1.0n went as 4Lefed with Knife ;3 accomplish-
ing the first nfill. ee 11405e Nebo 22 and 23 were covering the infill for 
Knife 34 on hee 	qobo ;?2 etnted, "suddenly r Si'.! knife 34 Go out of control 
and crash on the 1h1,3". Knife 33, holding 2 miles from the craoh site, now head- 
ed directly to the scene. Hobo 22 notified ring 24 and gave the location of 
crash rind requeeLed the SA1 forces be alerted. Due to the nature of the terrain 
on the UTZ, Knife 33 osed his penetrator to pickup the survivors. In approx-
imately 10 to 15 minutes all survivors were on board with 3 survivors injured. 
Hobo 22 flight escorted Knife 33 to Ubon for a successful recovery. The Hobo 
flight then returned to FIT. 

3. All •SA:t forces were alerted by OOP& : Indy 01 and 02 were flying a special 
orbit nenr the "Rooster Tail" and diverted to the scene. The SARCO briefed 
Sendys 03 and 04 end told to einintnin ground alert until needed. Sandy's 05 and 
06 nt upoa were nlso briefed for n possiLle lunch. All fragged A-1 missions 
at NKP,were put on a temparory hold and Dlue Chip was recluested to release Hobo 
20 flight for emoke loede. At 0426 7, knife 33 made his pickup and the SAR terain-
ated at 04287,. Sendy 01 end 02 never reached the scene and returned to their 
orbit. All miesione nt NKP went back to normal operations. 

4. 1h:zither wn .5. no factor in the HI,7, areas. The terrain was hilly with tall 
trees in the UZ area. Hobo 22 and 23 never observed enemy ground fire at any 
time. Knife 34 crew later debriefed thpt Ground fire was heard during their 
infill. 

5. No problees or diMeulties were experienced in the SAR effort. Hobo 22 
reeomeended that ell Neils/asty/Jete/ etc. be  rebriefed on the importance of 
stnying clear of the IILZ and particulary when a SAR is in progress. 

Le 
RICH= B. DUa4000Y, Lt. Colonel, USAF 
SARCO 
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were Joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine If there were 

survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang Afld, RVN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled in the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces could be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chipple 414, bailed out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy eog in the area made this recovery very diffieult. 
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bOCri 

;47-  • 
Comtact3d: 

arid Date 	j.c,.c,1:5, 7  / 

t, PILOT: MULL. JAMES L.. 1/LT; 20TASS, DANANG AFA'RVN.„ 
(4) P08 	- 
(5) WEATHER: 5500 BROKEN, VISIBILITY 5 mrLzs.. 

• (6) SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT: AIR FORCE .  STANDARD. 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: 107-18E 16-.06N 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: ' 
(1) CONTROLLING AGENCY, OL-A, 3ARRGPo NOTIFIED AT 0620/ 

19 FEB 71 BY COVEY 268 THAT HE SAW CRASH SITE OF C0/g277,5 

PAGE 3 RUMUJNA0135CQ,-N.,.1=30ZNTIAL• 

(2) FOLLOWING SA R FORCES-Ai:ERT=T---"" 12711777271  ammmitrumILymemaLA.;.? 
VAURINIMEMS 
ECCIASSI/177;c%_,/s) 

(3) FOLLOW:NG cAR FORCES WE.7‘E '...AUNCE0 OR 3IVERTED: 
(A) 39ARRS AT 19/0452i FF3 71 - 

IMMEDIATE 

. (Al 39ARRS AT 19/0620 :E.B 71. 
(8) 37ARRS A7 1 4)/0:n2C FEB 714 
(C: 56 SOW A7 143/062C FES 71. 

• ' • 

00074 	 1?!i 
O7TCZYUW Aumu,INA313;i 35Q1C$24—COCC--RL478W,A4 
ZNY COCCC -0—f4TTfi7r-FEB .  71 
FM OL-At 3ARAGP SON TRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHOA/OSAF/AFXOTZB 	• 
RUHEAKA/PACAF HICKAM AFB Hi/n0H 
RUWTBMA/HO.ARR$A.SCOTT_AFB ILL/cpwANp ?psT 

-ffiro'RucEAA'AiRa USAF ALT MAXWELL AFEAlj -- 
_RI,eiliBMA/MAC/MAOCCP-,=,  
RUMMRSA/7AF TAN SON NHUT AFL) RVW:C/30/000/IN/DOCT/DP 
RUHHA84/41ARRWG HICKAM AFB HI/DOC 
RUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC 
RUMUHTA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMFRBA/CTF 77 - 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY AS 3VN 
RUMMRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/JRCC 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC, RANDOLPA AFB, TEX/DPMCS 
SUMMRSA/38ARRS TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/CC • 
RUMUJ8A/37ARRS DANANG AFLD RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL-8, 3ARRGP, UDORN RTAFB THAILAND 

PAGE 2 RUMUJNA0135C0NFIDEKTIAL 
RUMUJBA/20TASS DANANG AFfb—Gtr---" 
RUMOREA/5650WNAKHON PHANOM RTAFB, THAILAND 
RUMHHCT/101 AVN BNi HUE-.PHU aAIt RVN 
ST 	- 
CONFILN_I,L1,1,45,10PREP JIFFY/OL-At 3ARRGP/RESCUE 
19/105 -FEB 71. ' 
1. RESCUE OPENING/CLOS:NG REPORT 19 FEB 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-.3...006--19 FE S 71. 
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED CREW MEMBERS. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 
(1) 0-2/CAMOFLAGED/COVEY 2750.  
(2) TACTICAL 	. 

-^,.• 	
_, 

4im...., 	
. 	; 

i 	i 	_. LI 	•.- 
'. ..0 



InEDIATE 61P 
PT 00074 

(B) 37ARRS AT 19/0650 FEB 71 - hH-53C., 
(C) 56SOw AT 19/07C5 FEB 71 - Al-H. 

C, PERSONNEL INFo: 
(1) 2 PERSONS INVOLVED - 2 PERSONS LOCATED, 2 PERSONS 

DECEASED. 1 PERSON FECOvEREC - , 
(2) SAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY COVEY 266 AT 06207/19 FEB 71 .  

COORDINATES 107-18E 16-06N, 
'.(3) RECOVERY BY JUNGLE PENETRATOR. 
(4). BODY OF OBsERVOR TAKEN TC.DANANG AF. RVN. 

D. FLYING. ACTIVITY1 . 	± , - 	. : 	• 	- 
(1).394RR5 - 1 SORTIE FOR 2.3 HOURS. 

- 	(2) 37ARRS 2 SORTIES -FOR 4.6 HOURS. . 
(3) 5650w - 2 SORTIES FOR 4.5 HOURS, 
(4) 101ST AVN AN - 3 'SORTIES FOR 3.2 HOURS. 

PAGE 4 RUMUJNA0135W,..E.-.U1,111,,LI A_ L 
(5) 20TASS - 2 SORTIES FOR 5.4 HOURS. 

E. NO SAVES. 
G. SUMMARY OF SAP ACTIONS: 

(1) AT 19/06207 FEB 71. OL-A RECEIVED A CALL FROM miry 
268 (0-2) THAT HE HAD SPOTTED WRECKAGE OF COVEY 275 (0-2) AT 
107-i8E. 1606N. KING 26 (HC-130P) WAS DIVERTED TO THE SCENE AND 
BECAME AIRBORNE MISSION COMMANDER AND COVEY 268 - ON SCENE COM-
MANDER AT 06212.. JOLLY GREENS 64/73 (HH-53) WERE AIRBORNE AT THIS 

SANDYS 9/10 (A1-H) WERE PLACED ON COCKPIT ALERT AT 0620Z. 
THERE WAS NO BEEPER HEARD FROM AREA. COVEY 268 SAID COCKPIT WAS 
INTACT AND HAD NOT RURNED. HE BELEVED THERE WAS A GOOD .  poss/BILITy 

OF SURVIVORS. JOLLY GREENS 64/73 WERE DIVERTED TO SCENE AT 000Z. 
SANDYS 9/10 WERE AIRBORNE, TO SCENE AT 0705Z. SNOOPY 02 (UN-i.) 	. 
FROM 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION INSERTED A 4 MAN GROuND TEAM TO EXAM-
INE WRECKAGE AT 0740Z. PILOT AND OBSERVOR WERE FOUND To BE KIA. 
SANDY 9 BECAME OSC - AT 0750Z. JG64 W:6 UTILIZED TO RECOVER GROUND 
PARTY AND BODY OF ORSERVOR AT 0820Z. BODY OF PILOT WAS TRAPPED IN 
WRECKAGE. JG64 WAS uTILIZED BECAUSE JUNGLE CANOPY '2REVENTEC 
SNOOPY 02 FROM RECOVERING THE TEAM, ONE PJ WAS DEPLOYED. BODY . 
OF OBSERVOR RETURNEn TO DANANG AF, RVN. NEGATIVE AIR REFUELINGS. 

PAGE 5 RUMUJNA0135CONFIDENTIAL .  
(2) TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY: SEE ITEM 3D. 
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PAGE 3 RUMUJNA0I35 
(2) FOLLOWING SA R FORCES ALOCtEOT-----  

(3) FOLLOAING SAR FORCES WERE LAUNCriED OR DIVERTED: 
(A) 39ARRS AT 19/0621 ?Er 7. - HC-13GP. 

AY-JP-WI 

Contac-,:eitz.. 

val.TiasA 

(A) 39ARRS A; 19/0620 FE A 71. 
OA; 37ARRS AT 19/0620 FEB 71. 
(C) 56 SOW AT 19/0620 FEB 71. 

- 	 . 

mmED I A TE 	 * L.17 	F 	7)- E N T 	* 

PT 00183 	 1- 
OTTCZYUW RUMUjNA013 0501024-.CCCC...-RUWTBMA. 
ZNY CCCCC 	) 1 0 

.11 
FM OL-A. 3ARRGP SON TRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHQA/CSAF/AFXOTZB 
RUHEAKA/PACAF HICKAM AFB HI/DOH 
RUWTBMA/HQ ARRS* SC1TT AFB ILL/COMMAND POST 

-INFO-RUCEAA4/H0 USAF ALT MAWyt- C. AFB 	• 

...HVWTAmAimAcimAD_UP._ 
RUMMRSA/fA-F-- TAN SON-NHUT AFLO RVN/CC/DO/D00/IN/DOCT/OP 
RUHHABA/41ARRWG HICKAM AF a HI/DOC 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC/CC 
RUMUHTA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE MO 
RUMFRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH RAY AB RVN 
RUMMRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/JRCC 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC. RANDOLPH AF8* TEX/DPMCS 
RUMMRSA/38ARRS TAN SON NHUT AFLD RAM/CC 
RUMUJBA/37ARRS DANANG AFLD RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL...B. 3ARRGP, UOORN RTAF8 THAILAND 

PAGE 2 RUMUJNA0135(C ONFIDENTIAL' 

	

4,RUMUJRA/20TASS DANANG AFL6-RVN 	 _ 

,RUMOREA/56SOW NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB. THAILAND 
RUMHHCT/101 AVN SN, HUEPHU BAI. RVN 
BT 
E 0 N 	 JIFFY/OL-4. 3ARRGP/RESCUE 0061 
19/1000 FEB 71. 
1. RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING REPORT 19 FEB 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 4-.3-006-..19 7E8 71. 	 GEINERALDECJJASSIMAITOW 
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED CREW MEMBERS. LaUS:::"7823OUTIVEGIMR11652 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE:. 	 TIZALLYDOWNGRADEDAT. 2140 YEARLMMITZLIA (1) 0.-2/CAMOFLAGED/COVEY 275. 
(2) TACTICAL 	

1:11)Mitssinvo 

(3) PILOT: HULL. jAMES Ler 1/LT , 20TASS. DANANG AF, RVN. - 	- 
(4) P08-2. 
(5) WEATHER: 5500 BROKEN,VTSIBILITY 5 MILES. 
(6) SURVIVAL EaUIPMENT: AIRFORCE STANDARD. 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: 107.-18E 16...-06N 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 
(1) CONTROLLING AGENCY. 	3ARRGP. NOTIFIED AT 0620/ 

19 FEB 71 BY COVEY 268 THAT HE SAW CRASH SITE OF COVEY 275. 

IMME1IATE 	 * C r*:1(74t3 TF 	-7) E..  N7%lc  " A-1 1  * 



7/07  
•••■■•=mmplo. 	 (00,  

IMMEDIATE 	 *i 	1;} 1. ; N:7: 	'T 	* 	
/304' IT 00183 	

Sji/P 
(B) 37ARRS AT 19/0650 FEB 71 	HH.-53C. 	

/1-- (C) 5650W AT 19/0705 FEB 71 - Al-H. 
C. PERSONNEL INFO: 

(1) 2 PERSONS INVOLVED - 2 PERSONS LOCATED. 2 PERSONS 
DECEASED. 1 PERSON RECOVERED. 

(2) SAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY COVEY 268 AT 06202/19 FEB 71 
COORDINATES 107-18E 16-06N. 

(3) RECOVERY BY JUNGLE PENETRATOR. 
• (4) BODY OF OBSERVOR TAKEN TO DANANG AF, RVN. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(1) 39ARRS 1 SORTIE FOR 2.3 HOURS. 
(2) 37ARRS 'ab 2 SORTIES FOR 4.6 HOURS.' 
(3) 5650W 2 SORTIES FOR 4.5 HOURS. 
(4) 101ST AVN SN 3 SORTIES FOR 3.2 HOURS.. 

• PAGE 4 'RUMUJNA0135LC 0 N  F D_ E. NTI A . 	 - 

(5) 20TASS 2 SORTIES FOR 5.4 kalkS. 
E. NO SAVES. 
•.G.--SOMKKRY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

(1) AT 19/0620Z FEB 71: OL-A RECEIVED A CAL FROM 
268 10-21 THAT HE HAD SPOTTED WRECKAGE OF COVEY 275 (0...2) AT 
107-.48E, 1606N. KING 26 (HC-130P) WAS DIVERTED TO THE SCENE AND 
BECAME AIRBORNE MISSION COMMANDER AND COVEY 26$ ON SCENE COM-
MANDER AT 06212. JOLLY GREENS 64/73 (HH-53) WERE AIRBORNE AT THIS 

4ITIME. SANOYS 9/10 (Al•H) WERE PLACED ON COCKPIT ALERT AT 0620Z. 
THERE WAS NO BEEPER HEARD FROM AREA. COVEY 268 SAID COCKPIT WAS 
INTACT AND HAD NOT BURNED. HE BELIEVED THERE WAS A GOOD POSSIBILITY 
OF SURVIVORS. JOLLY GREENS 64/73 WERE DIVERTED TO SCENE AT 0650Z. 
SANDI'S 9/10 WERE AIRBORNE TO SCENE AT 0705Z. SNOOPY 02 (UN-1) 
FROM 10151 AIRBORNE DIVISION INSERTED A 4 MAN GROUND TEAM TO EXAM.. 
INE WRECKAGE AT 074OZ. PILOT AND OBSERVOR WERE FOUND TO BE KIA. 
SANDY 9 BECAME OSC AT 0750Z. JG64 WAS UTILIZED TO RECOVER GROUND 
PARTY AND BODY OF ORSERVOR AT 0820Z. Bowe OF PILOT WAS TRAPPED IN . 
WRECKAGE. J664 WAS taILIZED BECAUSE JUNGLE CANOPY PREVENTED 
SNOOPY 02 FROM RECOVERING THE TEAM. ONE PJ WAS DEPLOYED. BODY . 
OF OBSERVOR RETURNEn TO DANANG AF, RVN. NEGATIVE AIR REFUELINGS. 

PAGE 5 RUMUJNA0135Cc 0 P F10 EJLT I AL 1  
(2) TOTAL FLYING-ACTIVITY: SEE IT-EP+1-  3b. 
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:ATE: 25 Feb 71 
	

1 Mar 71 

•IISSION NUMBER: A-3-008-25 Feb 71 

AIRCRAFT DLSIGNATION: King 24 	 *Classified by 	  
SUBJECT TO 	DEC,7A33IFICATT0N 

DISTRIS,SED .AEICRAFT: Gunfighter 44 	SCI-E'DULE CFZ -1717 C:.:D2.."2 11652 
D-C.:',%iG17,:,'Ll:12D AT TWO 

LOCATI07::: 34 NM from CH 103(130/34/CH 10,7-AR rNm- -TALS 	A , 

DECLASSIFITL 	41  

SA7ES: 1 Combat 

(C) At 0236Z King 24 overheard a broken radio transmission from 
Danang Tower talking to Gunfighter 44 about a Mayday. King 24 con-
tacted Danang Tower and learned that Gunfighter 44 had called kay-
day 34 Ng out of CH 103 with the front seater incapacitated and 
battle damage on the aircraft. The backseater was flying the aircraft 
and proceeding to CH 77. King 24 attempted to contact Gunfighter 44 
with negative results while also establishing communications with 
Panama for radar positions on the distressed aircraft. No escort 
aircraft were available. Gunfighters position was 130 (3/34/CH103 
heading south. Queen launched JG 66 and 72 and Sandies 9 and 10 at 
02382 and relayed that Gunfighter's controlling agency had directed 
him to proceed to CH 87(Phu Cat) for attempted landing or bailout 
due to better weather there. 

King 24 attempted contact several times with Gunfighter 44 on Guard 
and on his company frequency with negative results. King 24 con-
tacted Phu Cat approach control and reauested launch of Pedro and 
emergency equipment be standing by. Gunfighter 44 came up on Phu 
Cat approach control's frequency and King 24 established communica-
tions with the aircraft at 0252Z; Phu Cat had positive radar contact 
and began issuing vectors. Gunfighter 44 confirmed that the front 
seater was totally incapacitated and that he was proceeding to CH 
87 for bailout over the field. 

At 03022 a Guard transmission relayed that two good chutes were 
sighted, and Phu Cat relayed loss of radar contact with Gunfighter 
44 at 065 /12.5/CH 87. King 24 went out on Guard for any aircraft 
near that position to contact King. Lucky 15 and Ailldog 21, two 
Arny med-evac choppers, came up on radio about 5 NM north of the 
bailout position proceeding in that direction. At 0308Z King 24 
assumed on-scene-commander and talked to :unfighter 44 Bravo who re-
ported that he and the Alpha man were both on the beach and that he 
was all right. Bravo said that he was walking to Alpha to check 

CUP-4 
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him over. 

At 0311Z Bulldog 21 and Lucky 15 scotted Gunfighter 44 Alpha and 
3ravo and dropped in to make the pickup. 3ravo was on Bulldog 21 
and Alpha was on Lucky 15. Lucky 15 reported that the Alpha man was 
dead. earth choppers proceeded to Phu Cat to the hospital and landed 
at 0330Z. 

King 24 Crewmembers 

AC/AMC Capt Nader 
CP 	Capt Petit 

Capt Thomas 
RO 	TSgt Martz 
7E 	MSgt Yogodzinski 
LM 	SSgt Richardson 

SAR Forces 

King 24 
JG 66, 72 
Sandies 9., 10 

Additional Forces 

Lucky 15 
aulldog 21 rn//  

A.s11 H. MADER, Jr, Ca 	in, USAF 
Arcraft Commander/Airborne Ussion Comaander 

—.• 	GRCUi?-4 
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tair EC 47 r:S.6  I 1EU lOczYuw 	 •RUMUJNA017Q 0570640-CCCC--RUWT 	 _BMD RUWTBMA. ._. - . 

•...-,  

0 250605Z FEB 71 	 - 	
• sliNi .--' FM OL-A 3ARRGP SON.TRA AB RVN ...5 TO RUEFHQA/CSAF AFXOTZB. 	

_.,_ 
I ' 

RUHEAKA/PACAF.HICKHAM AFB HI DOH 	, . 
RUWTEMILHQ.AR,E2S COMMAND POST SCOTT AF8 ILL. . : 	14 , - 	ye' - • i 1-1■1F0 RuCEAAA/HO titAr ALT" MAYWELT: APCt -4-4  It-- 	f (  
RUWTBMAMACiyAOCCP.,  
-MWOSA/7AF Ct 01)66 IN DOCT Op TAN SON NHUT AFL° Riffil-: 
RUHHABA/41ARRWG DOC HICKHAM AFB HI  
RUHHHGA/CICNPAC ZC 
RUMUHTA/MACV SAIGON RVN. : - • 	ClEmsifiedby. - -- 	•w,„.......- 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT .RITCHIE MD 	SUBJECT TO GE/MAL DECIASSIFI* • 14.3:i 

RUMFRBA/CTF 77 '• .. ..• • . . 	- 	SCHEDULE OF 'EXECUTIVE 0.7.11ER 116.1=f,TrAur  ' 

RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 	' 	: - ' . AUMVULTICALLY D)W ADEDATM "I)  a 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS'CAM RANH BAY AS RWRINIumas ei 	 simmra Oct: ? - RUMMRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLDD',ONOPURINPON 71 	- 
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1. RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING REPORT 25 FEB 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-008-25 FEB 71 
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED AIRCREW MEMBERS. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAP OBJECTIVE: 
(1) F-4C/66-8691/CAMOFLAGED/GUNFIGHTER 44. 
(2) TACTICAL 
(3) PILOT: RICHARD K. SOmERS• MAJOR: 390TFS, DANANG AB RVN 
(4) POB - 2 
(5) WEATHER: 4.500 SCATTERED, GOOD VISIBILITY. 
(6) SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT: USAF STANDARD 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: .  1403N 10914E. 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 	• 	.•. • 
(1) .  CONTROLLING 'AGENCY. QL-A. 3ARRGP. NOTIFIED AT 0235 

PAGE 3 RuMU4NA.0.17.9,_..C...CL14.E....1 -CLE...U.L.,I A L 
25 FEB 71 BY PANAMA RADAR THAT GUNFIGHfTN-a-VAS HIT. THE PILOT 
WAS INCAPACITATED AND THE BACKSEATER WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. 

(2) FOLLOWING SAR FORCES ALERTED: 
(A) 3gARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71. 
(B) 37ARRS AT 023h 25 FEB 71. 

TED 
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(C) 56SOw AT 0236 25 FEB 71. 
(0) DET 13, 38ARRS, AT 0250 25 FEB 71. 

(5) FOLLWOING - SAR FORCFS WERE . LAUNCHED OR DIVERTEn: 
(A) 39ARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71 K-26. C-130P 
(B) 37ARRS AT 0245 25 FEB 71 - JG 66/72. HH-53 
(C) 5650w AT 0249 25 FEB 71 - SANDY 940. AI-H 
(0) DET 13. 38 ARRS- AT 0305 25 FEB 71 - PEDRO 

C. PERSoNNEL'INFO: 	• . 
Cl) 2 PERSONS INVOLVED - 2 PERSONS LOCATED. 2 RECOVERED-

1 SAVED. 1 DECEASED. 	/ 	 . 
(2) SAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY spLum 21 AND LUCKY 15 At 

P314 25 FEB 71 COORnINATES 1403N 1oa14E. - 
(3) RECOVERY BY ARMY HELICOPTER.. LANDED BY DOWNED AIRCREW 

FOR PICK-OP. 
, 	. 	. 

PAGE_A_RUMUJNA4179-C_ONFIDENTIAL 	 ' 
(4) BOTH CREW. MEMECEFIS, WEACTAIZO7tWE--ITOSPITAL AT 

PHU CAT AB -  RVN.• 	• 	 - 
0. FLYING ACTIVITY: 	. 

Cl,) .39ARRS - 1 SORTIE FOR 0.8HOURS. 
• (2) 37ARRS - 2 SORTIES FOR 1.0, HOURS.. 

• (3) 56S0W.- 2 SORTIES FOR 1.0 HOURS. 
(4) DET 13.. 38ARRS - - A SORTIES FOR 0.9 HOURS. 41; E. RCC MAKING SAVES CAOT A. NADER. 39ARRS. I PERSON SAVED 

JOHN S. TALLEY, 390TFSo• DANANG /Wit RVN. - 39ARRS CREDITED WITH 
1•CO1BAT. AIRCREW•MFMBER-SAVE• 129TH HELICOPTER ASSAULT SQUADRON 
CREDITEDOITH 1 COMBAT AIRCREW,. MEMBER. SAVE. 

G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS:. 	•- 
(1) AT 0235 PS FEB. 71.. OL-A - RECEIVED.A CALL FROM PANAMA 

RADAR THAT GuNF/GHTFR 44 (F-4C)• WAS HIT BY ENEMY FIRE AND THAT THE 
BRAVO MAN (BACKSEATFR) WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. THE ALPHA MAN 
(FRONTSEATER) WAS INCAPACITATED 'AND UNARLE TO FLY THE.AIRCRAFT. 
THE 366TH COMMAND POST DIRECTED GUNFIGHTER 44 TO CONTINUE TO . 
PHU CAT AB BECAUSE OF'BETTER.'WEATHER.-. THE DESISION WAS MADE. BY 
366TH- TFW CP.TO• HAVE_THE..CREW;BAILOUTj)VER. THE COAStNORTH.EAST 
OF PHU CAT. AT:02357'4G 66 AND 7.2.  (HH-53)SANDY- 9. AND 10 (A14) 

Fagg_a_RUMUJNkaa2Ca27F , I 0 ENTIAL 
AND K-24 (C-130P) vrRE NoTYFIEW- T4-82t1PE7MISSION COMMANDER (AMC) AT 
THAT TIME. THE JG#5 AND SANDY ,-  PROCEEDED TOWARD PHU CAT. THE 
JRCC AT TAN SON NHUT ALERTED DE T 15 PEDRO'S 33 AND 34 (HH-43) AT 
PHU CAT FOR A PoSsIALE PICK-UP." AT 0305Z OL-A - RECEIVED WORD THAT 	- 
THE CREW HAD BAILED OUT. 2 GOOD CHUTES WERE ORSERVED AND REPORTED 
AT 030. THE CREW LANDED ON THE BEACH 11 MILES NORTHEAST OF 
PHU CAT (14O31,0914E). EWLLOOG Al AND LUCKY 15 (BOTH UH-IN MED •' 
EVACS) WERE FLYING IN THE AREA. SAW THE CHUTESAND LANDED NEXT TO 
THE CRFW MEMBERS. BiLLOOG 21 PICKED,UP THE" BRAVO MAK AND REPORTED • 
HIM IN GOOD CONDITIoN. LUCKY 15 PICKED-UP THE ALPHA MAN AND • 
irPORTED HIC DOA. BOTH WERE .TAKEN TO PHU CAT HOSPITAL. ALL SAR 

** . 	vo 	 ;. • 	***-7.11 
IfmesATE 	- • * c o t4F 	 Lc. I11A  .4C1 
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FORCES WERE THEN RT. THERE WERE NO REFUEL1NGS. THE 39ARRS AND 
THE 129TH HELICOPTER ASSAULT COMPANY ARE CREDITED wITH L COMBAT 
AIRcREw MEMBER SAVE. • 

(2) TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY: SEE. ITEM 30. 

BT. 
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CITiiTIO'!4 TO ACCOMPANY TBI A..:ARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(SECOND OAK 	 CLUSTM) 

TO 

JOSEPH S. STANALAND 

Staff Sargelant Joseph S. Stanaland diatinguiahad himself by extraordinary 
aohieverent while participating in aerial flight as a RH-53 Rescue Relicop-
tar Pararomona and Recovery Technician, 40th Aaroapace Rescuo and Reeevery 
Squadron at Nakhon Phance Royal Thai Air Fore* Base, Thailand on 25 Febra-
ary 1971. On that date, Sargeant Stanaland flaw an extremely hazardous 
mission dopep into hostile territory in an atteapt to rsecue an American pi-
lot downed by hostile fire. In spite of adverse weather oonditions and the 
conetant threat of hostile fire, Sergeant Stanaland accoaplished this high-
ly intricate and hazardous ideal= in support of from world forcoe eon-
batting aggression. The professional compatenoe, aerial skill, and devotion 
to duty displayed by Sergeant Stanaland reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United Statos Air Fore*. 



The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night 
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third 
pass on a target near Ban Tampankn when his aircraft was 
struck by ground fire. In this instance both the crew ejected suc-
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter. 

Sunday, August 25, 2002 (2).jpg 



25 February 1971 

	

F-40 66-8691 	366 TR, USAF, Da Nang 
Mal Richard Keith Somers (MA) 
Capt) S Talley (survived) 

Again, two Phantoms were shot down during two unrelated Steel 
Tiger missions in southern Laos. Mai SOMICTS was bombing 

my troops in contact with friendly forces near Ban Tam-
p.inko, 17 miles southwest of Khe Sanh. The aircraft was hit m 
(lit: cockpit at 1,000 feet on its fourth pass. Mai Somers may have 
bt, on wounded or his ejection seat damaged, as he did not follow 
C.,apt Talley out of the aircraft, The WS() was subsequently res. 

cued by a USAF helicopter. 

	

F - 41) 65-0637 	12 IFW, USAF, Phu Cat 
Capt Hedditch (survived) 
lLt T McLaughlin (survived) 

Sunday, August 25, 2002.jpg 
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were 

survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang Afld, RUN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled in the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chipple 414, bailed out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy fOg in the area made this recovery very diffioult. 
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COBRA 23 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Search and Recovery forces encountered intense resis-

tance and marginal weather during a two day effort which resulted 

in the successful rescue of Cobra '23 Alpha and Bravo. The two F-4 

crewmembers ejected in hostile territory after sustaining battle 

damage. They landed at 260/43 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang Tri 

Air Base, RVN) near Delta 12, a major interdiction point on the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The incident occurred in mid afternoon 

and the weather was marginal. By the time SAN forces started to 

arrive the weather had degenerated to the extent that the objective 

area was completely obscured by a rain squall. Bad weather, 

approaching darkness and intense enemy resistance prevented a pick 

up that day and caused a great deal of apprehension among the 

survivors who were well aware of their precarious position. When 

the downed crewmembers were informed that they would have to wait 

for a first light pick up, Cobra 23 Alpha replied "We won't be here 
154 

in the morning". 

(C) Hammer 62, a FAC (Forward Air Controller) was working a 

strike just south of the objective position and diverted at approx-

imately 15301, to provide assistance. When he arrived there were 

already five other Hammer FAC's on scene as well as about 20 

helicopters. Hammer 62 locate , ' both survivors' parachutes and 

pointed them out to Sandy 09 who assumed On-Scene Command when he 

154. SARCO Report for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, Document #b. 
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arrived at 160')L. During low passes to determine the exact 

position of the survivors, both aircraft received intense ground 

fire from small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment 

and a tank parked on a hill about 300 meters to the west. 

During one pass Sandy 09 received battle damage and departed the 

area. After landing he determined that the aircraft had numerous 

holes shot in it and one hole in the right el ,:yvator was the size 
155 

of a football. 

(C) Sandy 06 took charge as On-Scene Commander and by this 

time the weather had deteriorated making it virtually impossible 

to continue the search. Successive passes met with intense 

resistance. Poor visibility and approaching darkness made it 

impossible to pin point Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo's positions. 

The survivors were given bed down instructions and efforts for 

that day terminated. Meanwhile at TeePee (Command and Control 

Center at Nakhon Phanom BTAFB) plans were being formulated for 

the major effort that would commence at first light of the next 
156 

morning. 

(C) The next morning, 26 February 1971, Sandy 03/04 departed 

for the scene at 0440L. Upon arrival Sandy 03 took charge as On-

Scene Commander and relieved Hammer 40, a night FAC who had been 

monitoring the survivors' positions. Sandy 03 was able to locate 

the exact position of Cobra 23 Bravo but Alpha's area was 

obscured by very low clouds. Several sources of enemy resistance 

155. Ibid. 
156. Ibid. 	 • 	; • , 7' 0  " 	P  
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were located on ridge lines in the area. A FAC, Hammer 4d, 

directed strikes by fast movers (jet aircraft) on these positions 

in an effort to sterilize th9 area, The weather remained 

marginal and Sandy 03/04 had to depart for low fuel prior to pin 

pointing both positions. 157 

(C) Sandy 05 took over as On-Scene Commander and soon the 

weather improved enough to permit positive identification of the 

downed crewmembers' position:7. During each pass over the 

survivors the aircraft were subjected to enemy ground fire. 

Sandy 05/06 expended all of their ordnance on enemy positions 

prior to turning On-Scene Command over to Sandy 07 at approximately 

0900L.
158 

(C) Sandy 07/0d continued the sterilization process by 

locating resistance, marking it and striking enemy positions. The 

A-1's struck at positions near the survivors and four F-4 1 s were 

called in to strike a ridge line which supported many gun enplace-

ments. The F-4's dropped napalm and the top of the entire ridge 

line went up in flames. No resistance was encountered from this 

area during the remainder of the effort. As the resistance 

diminished, Sandy 07 formulated a pick up plan which would take 

place within an hour. The Jolly Green helicopters would come in 

from the southwest over a friendly position about three miles from 

the survivors. Smoke would be used to mask off suspected enemy 

positions and obscure the survivors. The IP (Initial Point) and 

157. Ibid. 
158. Ibid. 	r> 	 , 
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objective points would be marked and Sandy 09/10 would escort the 

low Jolly Green in for the pick up and back out the reverse route. 159  

(C) The pick up was executed and the effort went as planned. 

Hammer 54 controlled smoke placement which was provided by F-L. 

aircraft. Three A-I's escorted the Jolly Green helicopter and 

sterilized his path. Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo expended their 

signal flares on command and were easily located. The survivors 

were picked up very quickly and the Jolly Green exited over the 

planned route and departed for DaNang Air Base, RVN. The Search 

and Recovery for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo was successfully completed 
160 

and the effort was terminated at 1437L. 

159, Ibid. 
160. Ibid. I. 	 .;.•• 
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CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

EUGENE L. NARDI 

Technical Sergeant Eugene L. Nardi distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
197l. On that date, as a Pararescue Technician on an HH-53 fiesiue 
Helicopter, Sergeant NardVs efforts culminated in the rescue of 
two United States Air Force aircrevenen from certain death or cap-
ture by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extenb 
of hostile fire:  in the area and complete disregard for his owl 
personal safety, and dOspite the helioopter s receiving numerous 
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the 
safe rescue of the downed airmen. By his gallantry and devotion 
to duty, Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself 
and the United States Air Force. 

c-4 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

MICHAEL A. CURTIS 

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near 1Ch# Sank; Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, as a Pararescue Specialist on sr HH-53 Rescue 
Helicopter, Airman Curtis' efforts culminated in the rescue of two 
United States Air Force aircrewmen from certain death or capture 
by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of 
hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire, Airman Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire 
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing much greater damage to the helicopter, and insu.ring the safe 
rescue of the downed airmen. By his gallantry end devotion to 
duty, Airman Curtis has reflected great credit upon himself and 
the United States Air Force. 
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DA NANO Vietnam (All — 
Two U.S. fighter pilots de-
scribed •Friday night how they 
huddled on a Laotian hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who Shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half 
mile away. 

Their 1'4 Phantom fi,ghter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos. 

The two crewmen ejected and 
used their emergency radios to 
direct air strikes on the attack. 
tag force while North Viet-
namese soldiers Searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Talking with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours after their rescue. 
Capt. David R. liedditch, 
Hamilton. ';'\Iont.. and Lt. Thom. 
as M. McLaughlin. 24, Melrose, 
Mass.. both. said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnamese searchers came 
within 10 feet of their separate 
hiding places. 

We were called out in a mis-
sion over Laus Thursday after- 
noon, refuel in the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air controller 
—FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31." said Fled-
ditch, the aircraft commander. 

"f made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wing. 
man made corrections and I 
made a second nape strike. As I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
nut of control, pitched upward 
and then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had been  

hit and \s ere on fire. but I don't 
knew what hit us." 

McLaughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2.000 feet and landed on a hill. 
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22!•.:, 
hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"MI I could find was sonic 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. heard some noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet. 

namese soldiers walking -arouna 
looking for me. 

"After that I talked with an 
FAC and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Torn was also 

-on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right. but we tildn't dare 
more toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he landed 
about 20 yards front an enemy 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crew 
talking in between rounds as 
they fired at the fire base," he 
said. "Both of us heard tanks. 
continuous small-arms fire and 
a 37oun antiaircraft ean work- 

fir- 

lime ria pdrii 
a he the Jolly Green came in 
and I threw it away from m 
down the hillside so the NVi 

ouldn't opn up on my posi 
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Zit fletctitt24-Laos 
After what was possibly the longest 22 

hours of their lives, t ,ro USAF Jet fight-
er pilots were pulled out of heavily m-
any-infested territory recmtly, by crews 
frcm the 37th ARRS. 

Capt. David R. Hedditch and 1st, Lt, 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, both F-4 Fhantom 
pilots from Fhu Cat AR, punched out of 
their aircraft after it was shot down by 
enemy fire near the Laotian city of Tche-
pane. 

That event started a c h ain -react ion 
which was to become one of the most heav-
ily contested earch and rescue (SAR) 
missions in the history of the war. 

With the enany sometimes within 20 me-
ters of his position, Caltain Hedditch 
managed to lay low and evade his would-be 
captors while A-1E Scyraiders and jet 

lighters pounded the area to silence th-ic" 
enemy ground fire so that rescue choppers 
could get in. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was aopro)d-
mately a half-mile away from his fellow 
pilot, said that the many was so close 
to his position that at one time while 
hiding in a bush; "I leas practically 
looking at two of th in face-to-face. I 
reached for my weapon and thm froze in 
my position. Amazinp,ly they didn't spot 
me and about five minutes later they 
started moving down the hill. I. didn't 
know whether I was going to have to shoot 
it out with than or what.' 

Aided by A-1 3<yraidero and jet fight-
ers, the "Duffs" stood a steady vigilance 
over the area while ettenpts were made t( 
silence the meray guns. 

Around noon of the second day, the area 
had been saturated cnough for the rescue 
chopper to come in and flick up the downed 

The crew of the rescue chopper were, 
Capt. Karlton I, Bakke, at carman-
der; Capt. John ft, Weiner, Jr., the co-
pilot; TSgt. Cerlos J. McKinney, the 
flight engineer; and `Mgt. Eugme L. Nar-
di and Ale Michael Ourtis, the F,Ps 
( pararesc wren) 
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AN A1JTHOPIZED UNOTTICUP.L PUTLICArioN 
mit THE l).5. ARNATLI EVACES OF THE FACINC CCALMAN ,  

_ • 
VaL, 27, Ho. Vi 	Sun6ay, F6,13. 28, 1971 

J_çed Pi4_  

Describe Ord • 01 
DA NA.NG . ViCETEMII (AP) — 

Two U.S., ftgliter ptlieem 
scribed Frdly might how they 
huddled on a II an hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half 
mile away 

Their 1,'4 Phantom fiehter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 3i. 
a South Vietnemene eithurne 
battalion fire be e;,:ht 

rw 44411t LAOS. 

TN two erewnifr etecIfi 70 

mod their ommervercy radio- to 
direct afr atrite on the attack-
ing force whit'• North Viet• 
namese soltherc searched for 
them in the bustles. 

Talking %,.'ith new!, Filen at 
an officers' chub in Da Nann 
several hours after thPir 
Capt. Pavi.d IL Heflin:h. 2it, 
Hamilton, Mont.. I,t. Thom 

r& vfr 24, hrelrw:v. 
Mans.. hi ,411 ud "we thlurto 
we were iiPad men" wben North 
Vielnarne,:e sr,arehPrs cone 
with/i It; IPet !‘r their FsTIIT11.' 
1;:rting r-zu - •ts  

a 
• 

• I ; .• 	is 
•... werecui1h4 out in 4 tiliti• 

siva over Lana ThtIZVdtl atter-
no414, refuel Iii th,.• air ovei 
Thrtilithd and returned to Law. 
whet' the forwarl ;lir controller 
—fAr.—told ti.; to stand hv for a 
strike on Hill sidd Hod. 
(Well, the aircraft commander 

- I made my first napalm raFA 
to mark the target, H1Y wing' 
Mil II made corrections %IA I 
It1;tlk J second nape strike. As 
u.14.; pulling out, the bird v cut 
out of control, pztched upward 
am; thrli the wh.ole vockPit 
tu-ne4 red. / lir,ew we had been 



• :; 	• )1 	, 	 - 	 • 	; 

hit ant! wf.:;t? 	fin', 170 I , ion't 
know vAint hit 

71/1e1.:•tughlin. 
ejf!cted first. They p;tragh•Ited 
2,1)410 fe.1 ;ind a hill 
side Ilenr the fire 

Faces stneartkd with mud 11.r-
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the ne'X1 22 1.12 
hours nntil their restate hra 
Jolly Green Giart helicopter 
FJ:clay afternoon. 

"Mt I could find was soul.. 
kty.'e hi0-1 hitIe in," !...;!;(1 
fINIdit.:h. "1 heard 
shut off my ralia ;3rn: juA frozc. 
Theo I 	tr...: two North 

-1 	I 	.,;!•. 

:.• en;' 	I 
they 	la; Ill. Ti.en  
on ti.r 	SO 1 1: 	wa.„ 
all rp.:ht, hot we 

Il)W;11 	■ 1 1 ??T'. -  

he !angled 
•.:r ,  yard, frc , e1 zin ar-vny 

•1. 	he.ir 	I;t 1 a 
hetwer.:1, 

f 	;tI tko fire 	!ke 
hc:tuct,t.a.e's..s 

evritinlvm; sinn;1 :trots rite zn.ci 
37tnro antiaircraft gun work-

ng MI he cho;)r , r::: overiTs-id. 
a 1.-'1 nr a 1.1 .;.; of fir-

in7 out t!1 ,-.-e." 

heiimptcrt 	re• 
pr•al.!i ly driven ar t.‘y cltp, "e 

f,vc. mid AI. dask 
the fro-,. - artl 

overhc 
W.? 	they 
s 11.-rirt 	night in Laos_ 

then I 	 r• 
fietlditch 

fice', n' i to, an' it 
tinied throw:01 thr night 1 

". ,:iff and :::ore frorn lt. 
!!;:- Fatre p.mition all 

•i=st 	 flg!. te.7 
joinfni the j"- etetf. ,,iv-

vir 1-:.ttern, fl::  ing 75 sortie. 
c-v ,teillotisly for eight houwe tic 
k'e•.;) !Ili ,  North Vitannr11-,e 

y from their t1(..m.otet1 

-The rhe decided to try es-
etlitr pickup at 1.11$ (1; 15 

titt- iledditch. "Re pid nratie 
flare right by ma to siRrit 
Position. It sea re4 the hell CAR ar 
pc Be told site la INV e. 8-Inatir 
feten the Jolly Green C.:1MA W. 
sod threw a away  fnrft ti 
thaeut the 	ant 103 IAA 
wesiMp't tepee 	o cty prost- 
ates. I ;knew their wars wise* 

Ailte chopper howirred stoat( 
0.1*e irway sal* I tcarnOrlogi 

rd ft I re 	wIttA'cted *he 
but we ilittal hate Joky 

Ste. I Just- grabbed that shwa 
liftried as they histilei:t 

up. The goys were too brlt,;se 
sty * ward tame int I =Cr t43. 

• won t I et:Mb-  J tn. I 
,waat to the har,,k of the chopper 
‘h-g') 	 1'co'o toWee 
sotto had, vsys white At iltat)eti 

F-SeE up Torn: ,  
WIran the hslicepter droptvd 

tiW: Ito -pick OP fiflor-
Lanaft!n, A come ?gado' iniqw:r 
'for: fire, taking 13 41.-ect 

• "'Those 13 to 25 seeonds wese 
ie eternliy u they poned me up 
on the sling," Reid Mel.anghlte. 
'It's an esperfecce I newer 
mart to tFice again.' 

aottdttch continued: -Ithen 
1155 •7 Torn come in, I jaw 
cfawied oyes and embraced 
hict. I can't even vernerAer 
iwhat we szid beceis of the n4- 
tfn acise. 

• "We just held on to each  tt- 
,, we were so damn glad to eta 
esch other. Then we at hack 
and counied the bullet ?loins," 
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Downed pilots spend 'longest 22 hours' 
DA NANG AFLD — At what was 

possibly the longest 22 hours of their 
lives, two jet fighter pilots were pulled 
out of heavily infested enemy territory 
recently by rescue crews of the 37th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron, 

Capt. David R. fledditch and 1st Lt. 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-9 Phantom 
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed 
out of their aircraft after it was hit by 
enemy fire near the Laotian city of 
Tchepone. That event started a chain 
reaction which was to become one of 
the most heavily contested search and 
rescue efforts in SEA during recent 
months. 

With the enemy sometimes within 
20 meters of his position, Captain Hod-
ditch managed to lay low and evade 
his would-be captors while A-1 Sky-
raiders and jet fighters pounded the 
area to silence the enemy ground fire 
so that rescue choppers could get in, 

Lieutenant McLaughlin. who was 
approximately half a mile away from 
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy 
was so close to his position that at one 

Captain Hedditch 

time while hiding in a bush he was 
"practically looking at two of theni 
face-to-face." l reached for my weap-
on and then froze in my position. 
Amazingly they didn't spot me and 
about five minutes later they started 
moving on down the hill. 

Hindered by heavy enemy gruund 
fire and poor weather conditions, the 
rescue efforts were unsuccessful the  

first day. Rut with the first light of thi 
new da) the rescue aircraft were once 
again airborne and headed for the 
area. 

"Around noon the area had been 
saturated enough for us to come in," 
recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr,. 
11H-53 co-pilot. "We were still receiv-
ing ground fire, but once we found the 
survivors, the ground fire was not so 
intense that we could not stay there." 

Said Capt. Carlton I. Bakke, rescue 
helicopter commander, "We came in 
at treetop level and picked up this air-
craft commander (Captain Hedditeh) 
first. We saw his smoke marker and 
spotted him right away and had him 
pulled up within two or three minutes. 

"We then had to go over a little 
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed 
for his smoke and again we were 
about two or three minutes in a hover. 
Just as he was coming in the door we 
started receiving more ground fire 
and more hits. We got out low and fast 
and we received more ground fire." 

Lieutenant McLaughlin recalled 
that when he saw the rescue chopper 
coming in, "I left everything I had sit-
ting there and scrambled through the 

11.5. Air Fot.,:h Photos by 
TSgt llobert Minsk!. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin 

trees, failing down and tripping in the 
elephant grass, trying to get to that 
penetrator which hit the ground about 
the time I got to it. 

"Once I got on the penetrator, it 
seemed like forever before I got in the 
aircraft, with all the firing going on 
around me. But I guess they were 
shooting at the chopper and not me." 

Investigations 
bust 'H' ring, 
net 42 men 

H. 7AF — Forty-two enlisted air-
men have been apprehended in con-
nection with narcotics charges at Cam 
Ranh Bay AR. 

After a month-long investigation 
into a narcotics ring at the base, the 
airmen were betng held for queNiino- 
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 ii :arn Medals O 

Recipients of the Silver Star Med-
al, from left, A1C Steve Hhody, 
Capt. John R. Weir, TSgt. Eugene 
Nardi, and TSgt. Carlos J. Mairmey 
II, pose in front of an BH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter. The 
medals were presented recently by 
Gen. jack J. Catton, corivinder of 
Military Airlift Command. Missing 
from photu is Ale Michael Curtis, 
recipient of two medale, who has re-
turned to the United States. (U.S. 
Air l'orce Photo) 

Six Silver Star Medals were presented 
to five members of the 37th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in 
connection with military operations 
against an opposing armed force." 
The five are Capt. John H. Weimer 

Jr., an HH-53 "Super Jolly Green Giant" 
helicopter aircraft commander; TSgt. Car-
los J. McKinney II, flight engineer; 
TSgt. Eugene L. Nardi, MC Michael Curtis 
and A1C Steve Rhody, pararescuemen, 

Presenting the medals at the ceremony 
was Gen. Jack J. Caton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command, of which the 
37th ARMS is a subordinate unit. 

Captain Weimer, Sergeant McKinney, Ser-
geant Nardi and Airman Curtis were crew 
meMbers on the same "Super Jolly Green 
Giant" when, on February 26, near Khe 
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts 
culminated in the rescue of two U.S. Air 
Force aircrewmen from "certain death or 

(See Story Fate 2) 

,„=: -Imts six Sibror :.t,:ra to Jolly 	oir 
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Presented 
full knowledge of the extent of hostile 
Lire in the area and complete disregard 
for (their) personal safety, and despite 
the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire." 

Airman Curtis was doubly honored during 
the ceremony, receiving two Silver Stars. 
The second was in recognition of his per-
formance on Mir. 13, near Tchepone, Laos, 
when he and Airman Rbody were again in-
volved in a rescue attempt. 

Airman Rhody exposed himself to ground 
fire on the rescue hoist twice outside a 
door of the helicopter while descending 
to help a wounded survivor on the ground 
until withering ground fire crippled the 
helicopter and wounded two crewmembers, 
(Airman Curtis wqs one of these) making 
continued rescue efforts impossible. 
Airman Curtis manned his gun position 

continuing to expose himself LO groun4 
fire after being wounded, until the hell.; 
meter safely deperted the scene. 

Captain Weimer, 3C, a native of SO 
Bernardino, Calif., is IR graduate ot 
Springfield Senior High, Akron, Ohio. He 
has since attended Ohio University in At-
hens, and Central Michigan University at 
WUrtemith AFB, Mich. He was commissioned 
in the Air Force in 1962 under the Avis' 
tion Cadet program. 

He is married to the former Edith R. , 
McClellan of West Blockton„ Alit. The 
couple has three children: Donna, V; Glo-
ria, 6 and Cary, 5. 

A native of Mirimar, Fla., Sergeant 
Nardi, 33, has attended Bethel Park High 
School, Bethel Park, Pa., and Broward 
County Junior College, Fla. 

The 12-year Air Force veteran has ser-
ved 32 months in the Republic of ‘glettemi 
as a pararescueman. He was formerly as-
signed to the 39 -th Aerospace hesete and 
Recovery Wing at RichardsGebaur AFB, Mo. 

Sergeant iicitiii:Lney is from New Braun-
fels, Tex, de is married to the former 
Cynthia F. Jung, also from New Braunfels. 
They have one child, Michael, 11. 

Airman Curtis has returned to the Unit-
ed States, having completed his tour in 
the Republic. He graduated from Boston 
English High echool, Boston, in 1969. 

Airman Rhody has attended Radford High 
School, Hawaii, and the University of Ha-
waii. 

He was assigNed at kiln AFFJ, Fla., 
orior to coining -to Da-Niang, 

11■•■••■•■■•••=1■;ermai.1....m.i■le.....--- 

Silver Stars 
(Continued from Page 1) 

capture by hostile armed forces," accord-
ing to citationa read at the ceremony. 

The citations further stated, "all crew 
members exposed tnemselves to hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort, "with 



25 February 1971 

F-4D 65-0637 12 TM, USAF, Phu Cat 
Capt fledditch (survived) 
1Lt I McLaughlin (survived) 

The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night 
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third 
pass on a target near Ban Tarnpanko when his aircraft was 
struck by ground fire, In this instance both the crew ejected suc- 
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter. 
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were Joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were 

survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang Afld, RVN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled In the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chippie 414, bailed out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy f6g in the area made this recovery very difficult. 
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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David H. Warner. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Binh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very; 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Karlton l. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation for an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to bail out. Jolly 

Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. Other Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13 March 71 the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-

cessful day. A Navy 4-7, call •sign Battle Cry 315, was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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Navy Pilot Gets 
aick Rescue 
A U.S. Nvy A-7 pilot was rescued 16 

miles northpast of Hue early last Satur-
day morning after mechanical problems 
forced him to eject from his aircraft. 
Cmdr. Paul F. McCarthy was picked up by 

an hH-53 LUFF from the 37th Air Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron at 7:45 a.m. after 
floating in the South China Sea for half 
an hour. 
"We were flying a mission over Laos 

when the aircraft suddenly began to lose 
fuel," related Conmander McCarthy. "I 
turned around and headed for water as 
fast as I could with my wingman tagging 
along to ke,p me in sight." 

"Once I was in the water I didn't have 
long to wait, in no time at all I was a-
board the chopper and heading into La 
Nang." 
Capt. David H. Wanner, commander of the 

helicopter that plucked.McCarthy out of 
the water, termed the rescue difficult 
because of the weather conditions. 

"It was strictly instrument weather all 
the way out," he commented. "There was 
thick fog all the way down to the deck 
and no way to see the water unless we 
dropped below 1CG feet." 

"Once we located the area it was 	no 
trouble to find the downed pilot. He was 
really prepared and gave us a big orange 
smoke flare an soon as we were close." 
"host of the trouble came when I tried 

to hover over the raft. We put smekee 
out to establish a reference point for 
maintaining a steady hover, but had to 
drop a lot lower than normal in order to 
keep them in sight. It took four tries 
to finaLly establish a hover over the 
nurvivor. From then on it was routine." 
Upon landing at Da Nang, the already-

drenched Commander McCarthy received the 
traditional hosing down, signifying a 
cuccrn7f1.1 rfrcicue. 
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Super Jolly rescues Navy pilot from brI 

Khe Sanh airstrip 
SON NHUT — When Air 

'Aim C-130 Hercules began trans- 
troops to Military Region 1 
, cameramen from the 600th 

;Photo Squadron climbed aboard to 
• t the action. 

IMassive airlift was in support of 
drille against enemy forces 

1•  ..sind Labs. 
ge was concentrated on 

...tithe men and equipment to 
; locations," said 1st Li Jeff 

, officer. "We also  docu- 
tion of the airstrip 

,  s,  • the first Hercules 
It had been near-

, 	a fixed wing air- 
lonely airstrip. 

DA NANG AFLD — A U.S. Navy 
pilot was rescued 16 miles northeast of 
flue recently after mechanical prob-
lems forced him to eject from his air- 

craft. 
Cmdr. Paul  F.  McCarthy was pick-

ed up by a U.S. Air Force HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant from the 37th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron 
after floating in the South China Sea 
for half an hour. 

"We were flying an air mission 
over Laos when the aircraft suddenly 
began to lose fuel," related Command-
er McCarthy. "I turned around and 
headed for water as fast as I could 
with my wing man tagging along to 
keep me in sight. Once I was in the 
water I didn't have long to wait. In no 
time at all I was aboard the chopper 
and heading into Da Nang." 

Job also took 
re ad Qnsng 

ktirettidreir 

Air Force Capt. David H. Wammer, 
commander of the helicopter that 
plucked Commander McCarthy out of 
the water, termed the rescue as "diffi-
cult" because of weather conditions. 
"It was strictly instrument weather all 
the way out," he said. "There was 
thick fog all the way down to the deck 
and no way to see the water unless we 
dropped below a hundred feet. 

"Once we located the area it was 
no trouble to find the downed pilot. He 
was really prepared and gave us a big 
orange smoke flare as soon as we 
were close. 

"Most of the trouble came when I 
tried to hover over the raft. We put 
smokes out to establish a reference 
point for maintaining a steady hover, 
but had to drop lower than normal in 
order to keep him in sight. It took four 
tries to finally establish a hover over 

on film 
Dempster, motion picture cam-
eraman. "We were lucky enough to be 
the first motion picture crew in Khe 
Sanh after the area was secured. The 
action was so constant that for three 
hours I didn't have a chance to put the 
camera down except to reload." 

Other members of the film crew 
were TSgt. Joseph C. David, SSgt. 
Andy Sarakon and Sergeants Stephen 
J. LaChance and Richard C. Privette. 

DA NANG AFLD — A former 
member of the Air Force aerial dem-
onstration team, the Thunderbirds, 
and veteran of Southeast Asia combat 
missions assumed command recently 
of the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing 
"Gunfighters." 

Col. J.R. Spalding, who flew the left 
wing position with the Thunderbirds in  

the survivor. From then o 
tine." 

Upon landing at Da 
already drenched com 
ceived the traditional I 
signifying a successful r 

7th AF Si 
warns on I 

HQ 7AF — The physic 
heroin were explained I 
Dr. (Col) John N. Duni 
professional services in 
Air Force Surgeon's of fir 

Commenting on the i 
drug, Dr. Dunn stated ' 
one 'great high' with her 
usually the first time it 
From then on, everythir 
as the tolerance to the 
greater. Then the user 
more of the drug just t 
mai. 

"Some of the mainlin 
ed while in Vietnam, em 
get up at two in the m 
their fix just so they ca 
the night," he said. 

But Dr. Dunn cautio, 
their tolerance to heroii 
away. "If a user stops u: 
the less-pure stuff avilal 
and then he starts up a; 
the chances of killing hit 
ty good." 

sions in the 0-2, A-1, I 

F-102 and the F-4. 
Among his assignmen 

manded a B-52 squadro , 
 rector of operations v 

Fighter Wing at Clari 
pines, and the director 
for 7/13 Air Force at LI , 

 land. 

Photographers capture airlift, 

Ex-'bird leads Gunfighters 




