
37th Craves 
Five Vietnamese 

Rescue crews from 
t.t E. 3 7th kitF.f, here 

ili_  picked up five Viet-
amese Air Force 
'-ew members last 
Tturaay after  their 

1.111-21: 'Huey' 	heli- 
copter went down ap- 
proximately 12 z2.i.les 
eest-southeast 	of 

It Was believed to 

be the first tittle 
that VNAM per so nnel 
had been rescued by 
the 37th. 

The five rescued 
men, all frca-, the 

VNAFIs 213th helicopter Squadron, were 
lst. Lt. rigoe Tran Van, art instructor 
pilot, 2c1 Lts. Boi Hating and tthiep Dang, 
two student pilots; Sgt. at Mai Van, the 
crew chief, and Capt. i180 bo liuu, a pas-
senger. 

After their rescue, the VNAF airmen and 
the rescue crew received a traditional 
t'vosite down to welcome them to ba Nang, 
much to the surprise of the Vietnamese 
airmen. 

(Contimtied on Piwk .k)   

VNAF Rescued 
(Continued from Pg. 1) 

.S. Air Force Maj. Ryland R. Dritbel-
bit, was the aircraft ccranander of the 

"Buff" that brought the VNAF sirmer2 
in. The co-pilot was Capt. harlton 1. 
Bakke and ?Js (parzreetue2nen) on the 
crew were MSgt. Gordon C. Bailey and AIX 
James '6. !Attach. Crew chief was SSgt. 
Robert E. Rogers. 

Operating out or La Nene, two A-1 Sky-
raiders frac, the 56th Special Operations 
Wing, at PCP Royal Thai Air Force base, 
Thailand flew as protective escort for 
the rescue aircraft. 

The Huey went dcwn in an abandoned rice 
paddy just inland from the coast of the South China Sea, according to Major brie-
belbis. "They apparently had mechanical 
problems and had to land in the paddy. 
When we cot to the scene they were on top 
of the chopper ;Arid we just dropped the 
penetrator clown and pulled thew up one by one . 41  

The Skyraider pilots said they saw what 
appeared to be 0 crane-type helicopter 
coaling on the scene to retrieve the F.uey. 

Living up to their raotto, "That Others 
May Live", the men of the 37th have made 
6C5 'saves' since coming to La Nang in 
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The alpha crewmember from Gunfighter 13 was not recovered. 

On 20 January 71 while Jolly Greens 77 and 71 were 

flying locally they observed a ball of fire in the air and 

then saw two parachutes descending feet wet two miles east 

of Monkey Mountain. Both helicopters immediately went to 

the scene and recovered the crew of Gunfighter 03. The 

aircraft commanders of Jolly Green 70 and Jolly Green 71 

were Major Mudd and Captain Gary Hoven, Major Mudd made 

the 600th save recovered by the 37ARRS on this mission. 

On 6 February  71 while Jolly Greens 65 and 73 were 

on orbit they were advised by Queen that a South Vietnamesc 

UH1H, call sign Butterfly 063 was down 109 degrees for 18 

miles off Channel 69 	Five persons were on board. Both 

helicopters departed for the scene and were joined by 

Sandy aircraft. After the Sandy aircraft prepared the area 

Jolly Green 65 recovered the five South Vietnamese crew-

members. Jolly Green 65 was flown by Major Ryland R. 

Drelbelbis. This may have been the first recovery of 

Vietnamese personnel by Jolly Green forces. 

On 9 February 71 a Medevac mission was completed by 

Jolly Green 77, which was on alert at Bien Hoa. A woman was 

hemorrhaging at Con Son Island and required evacuation to 

medical facilities. The evacuation to Saigon was without 

incident. The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 77 was 

Captain Donald G. Beattie. 


