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GOTNER, NORBERT ANTHONY

Name: Norbert Anthony Gotner

Rank/Branch: O4/USAF

Unit: 25th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Ubon Airfield, Thailand
Date of Birth:

Home City of Record: Kansas City, KS

Date of Loss: 03 February 1971

Country of Loss: Laos

Loss Coordinates: 171700N 1061030E (XE230120 or XD258926)
Status (in 1973): Released POW

Category:

bcft/Vehicle/Ground: F4D

Refno: 1698 .
Other Personnel in Incident: Robert L. Standerwick (missing)

REMARKS: 730329 RELSD BY PL

Source: Compiled from one or more of the following: raw data from U.S.
Government agency sources, correspondence with POW/MIA families,
published sources, interviews. Updated by the P.0O.W. NETWORK in 1998,

SYNOPSIS: When North Vietnam began to increagse their military strength in
South Vietnam, NVA and Viet Cong troops again intruded on neutral Laos for
sanctuary, as the Viet Minh had done during the war with the French some
years before. The border road,; termed the "Ho Chi Minh Trail" was used for
transporting weapons, supplies and troops. Hundreds of American pilots were
shot down trying to stop this communist traffic to South Vietnam.
Fortunately, search and rescue teams in Vietnam were extremely successful
and the recovery rate was high. Still there were nearly 600 lost in Laos who
were not rescued. Many of them went down along the Ho Chi Minh Trail.

During his Air Force career, Col. Robert L. Standerwick, Sr. flew a variety
of aircraft. At Omaha, Nebraska, he was selected to fly SAC's "Looking
Glass" missions.He was among the first of his friends to be selected to fly
the Phantom F4 fighter/bomber. After Thanksgiving 1970, Standerwick left
Omaha and shipped out to Vietnam, to be stationed at Uben Airfield,
Thailand, with the 25th Tactical Fighter Squadron. To his four children, it
seemed like just another long period Dad would be away.

On February 3, 1971, Standerwick was assigned a mission over the Ho Chi Minh
Trail along the eastern border of Laos. Standerwick's backseater was Maj.
Norbert A. Gotner, from Kansas City, Kansas. Their aircraft was the D model
F4.

The D model of the Phantom F4 aircraft had arrived at Ubon in 1967. This
model was improved with the installation of a central air data computer for
bombing and navigation. The computer automatically determined the weapon
release point for all bombing modes. This version also launched Walleye
television-guided missiles and laser-guided bombs. Combined with the
aircraft's max level speed of over Mach 2 and its tremendous manuverability,
the aircraft was considered one of the "hottest" high-tech aircraft of the
day .

Standerwick and Gotner's mission on February 3 was not a bombing mission,
however, but a "sensor drop" - dropping strategically placed sensors to help
monitor truck and troop movement along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The Trail was
heavily defended and heavily trafficked.

During the mission, Standerwick and Gotner's F4 was shot down, and both men

http://www.pownetwork.org/bios/g/g070.htm 11/24/01
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ejected as the aircraft crashed. Radio contact was made with both Col.
Standerwick and Maj. Gotner, who reported that they were alive and uninjured
on the ground. The two were close enough to talk with each other. Regcue
could not be made due to darkness and weather:

A later radio message from Standerwick reported that he was surrounded and
had been hit by gunfire. Some first hand accounts report that Standerwick
yelled or screamed. Soon after, contact with Gotner and Standerwick was
lost, and the Air Force declared both men Missing in Action.

An immediate intelligence report was received by the U.S. describing two
Americans being moved through Mahaxay Village in southern Khammouane
Province, Laos (about 8 miles northeast of the point the F4D was downed) .
This report, although not felt to be specific enough to be a definite
identification, was thought to relate to Standerwick and Gotner. No further
word was heard of either man.

Unknown to U.S. intelligence and the Air Force, Maj. Gotner had been
captured by North Vietnamese troops. He was moved immediately to North
Vietnam, where he and a handful of other men captured in Laos were held in
the same prisons as men captured in North and Scuth Vietnam. Gotner and the
other few captured in Laos and moved to Hanol were held incommunicado from
other American POWs for the next two years.

When peace agreements were gigned in Paris in January 1973, the Vietnamese
agreed to release all American Prigoners of War in their hands. The list
they provided the U.S8. did not include any of the men lost in Laos. A
subsequent list of eleven individuals was provided at the last minute, and
it was known for the first time that Norbert Gotner was a Prisoner of War
and would be returning home. The eleven had all been held in North Vietnam,
apart from other Americans. Bob Standerwick's name appeared on no list. He
was not returned home with the 591 Americans who were released from North
Vietnam.

Families of men lost in Laos were horrified that none of the over 100 men
they knew had been alive were released. The Pathet Lao had repeatedly stated
that they held "tens of tens" of Americans, yet no negotiations had occurred
that would secure their freedom. A series of assurances were made over a
period of years that these men had not been forgotten, and that negotiations
would occur to free them. None of the assurances brought a single man home.
These nearly 600 abandoned Americans were seemingly forgotten.

In 1980, the Standerwick family was told by a non-government source that Bob
Standerwick's name had been on a report prepared for Presidential review.
The source described the report as detailing two groups of about 2 dozen
Americans each. On one group, the source stated, there was only sketchy
information; on the second group, there were more details. The source stated
the report gave very current and specific information about Bob Standerwick,
listing his location at that time, identifying the group that held him, and
describing the menial labor job he was being forced to do in northern Laos.
The source identified the author of the report, the number of pages it
contained, the number of copies that had been made and where they were
located. The Standerwick family has never been able to substantiate this
report, and U.S. Government sources deny the existence of the report. All
copies of the report, according to the source, are under U.S. Government
control.

When Norbert Gotner was released, he provided little further information

about his pilot. He did state that shortly before his own release he was
asked by his Vietnamese captors, "What do you know about Col. Standerwick?"
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1350 |13 Nov 1970 JRF-4C  |NVN |Wright D.1. Ma KIA [ Bancroft W. W. Jr ||ILt A
1351 |20 Nov 1970 [[F-105G _ |LAOS [Kilgus D. W. aj |Rescued |JUSAF HH53 [Lowry C. T. [Capt Escued
1352 ]|23 Nov 1970 JJOV-10A  JCMB |Brooks D. L. Eaj Rescued  ju Helo [Bellefeuille G. B. SSgt  [Rescued
1353 |[1Dec 1970 [[F-4E [LAOS JRobinson J. R. apt [Rescued [BouletD.A.TI [iLt  [Rescued
1354 |12 Dec 1970 |j0-2A [CAOS JDuckett T A. 1Lt TA [Skinner 0. G. %Maj IMIA
[LAOS Ju scued u ju IRescued
12 Dec 1970 [F-100D  |CMB |ju escued
1357 | 19 Dec 1970 |[F-4D [CA0S JRoz D. 1. [Capt [Rescued | Joouis W. K. 1Lt  |Rescued
1358 §21 Dec 1970 [RF-4C JLAOS [Nullis M. M. 1Lt  fRescued [USAF Helo  [Rush A F. Maj  [Rescued
1359 || 24 Dec 1970 |2 [CAOS |Lundy A. L. aj A
ILAOS [Smith J. L. apt EA i Ju ISgt IKIA
-4E [LAOS |[Wier H. D. apt |Rescued [USAFHelo [BrownR. K.
1362 |[3 Jan 1971 -4E [LAOS JAyres J. H. i | | [Stratton C. W.
(1363 [17Jan 1971 |F-4E irrer R H. | [Siderius J. D.
1364 |20Jan 1971 |[F-4E amer D. A [USAF [Kiefer H. E.
1365 [27 Jan 1971 E-mon Neil J. M '
1366 |28 Jan 1971 |JOV-10A |CMB |[Lineberger H. B. ™A
1367 [[31Jan 1971 JO-2A SVN |[Hoenninger JILt  [Rescued JJArmy Helo [Platt P. R.
1368 |1 Feb 1971 37 MB |Harris J. C. [iLe KA
1369 |3 Feb 1971 F\-m JLAOS [Standerwick R. L. [LtCol [MIA { otner N. A.
1370 |11 Feb 1971 [[F-4D SVN [[Ford M. W, Jr apt [Rescued [JArmy Eisenbeisz R. A.
1371 |16 Feb 1971 [F-4D AOS [ICox W. R. EtCol [Rescued SAF fAllen W. C.
[1372 |16 Feb 1971 [F-4D AOS [Pattillo R. N. Maj  MIA {“J [Hoskins C. L.
1373 | Wﬁ’f}-m JCAGS |[HullJ. L. it A ernandez W. M. ?gt KA
1374 || 20 Feb 1971 -1F ISVN [Peacock P. 1Lt escued SAF Helo
1375 |25 Feb 1971 |[F-4D ISVN [Somers R. K. Maj  KIA Talley J. S. iCapt  [Rescued
[1376 |25 Feb 1971 [[F-4D [[LAOS [Hedditch [Capt JRescued JUSAF Helo  |McLaughlin 1Lt IRescued
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