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MIG CAP 

Garfish 501, Flight (Navy) 
Battleery 310 0  Flight (F-4) 
Pagsboy Plight (Navy) 
Gunfighter $1 (F-4) 

Sundown 1010  Flight (Navi) 
Magls 313, Flight 
Para Flight (F-4) 

STRIKE AIRCRAFT 

Foal*, 49, Flight (Expended) 
	

Welfpack 31 *  Plight(Impandad) (p4) 
The foliating aircraft did not expend. 

Battleery 304, Flight (F-4) 	 City Desk 305, Flight (PO4) Bennett Flight (F-.4) 	 Eagle Flight (A-4) 
Gunfighter 40 Flight (F-4) ' 	 Woltpaek 21 F ht (F.,4) 
Gunfighter 42 Flight (F.44) 	 Bottle cry -Ii. iliebt (Fm4) Maynard 469 Flight (F..4) . 	 Canasta 405 Flight (A-7) Electron 500 Flight (A-6) 	 Banyan 01 7114414 (1-4) Battlesry 311 Flight (F-4) 	 Feller 32 Flight 
Cebra 05 Flight (F-4) 	 Miller 02 Flight (704) 
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OATS: 4 Yet 71 

MISSION NUMMR: 1-004-2 Fah 71 

AIXORAYT USSIONATIONe Xing 21 

DISTREBSED AIRCRAFT' Bigot 02 

iDCATMOI 0/2/416/e9  

MVP' None 

(6) A ft light BAB offort vs* plannod far the third dart* 

realm Biget ..0iii. Nail 4, vas the fire% airoratt to arrivo Oo 

sissy at 12502 and he MMAI 
appointod as Os booms toNN40641, 000* 

0111.1. AS **01,  * 
Wilt 126ht leather evaluation sad the ere' ems 

reverted vomolotoly overeasts Thor, vas ao fair - % es the flomta 

vitro observed to. go tooth* +mese* sli woo point: 
,tmt Usti,* 

roar Algot Mess 000 ft. Sandy 01 orrived em oleos ot Mgt 
ant ha took loos 

as 06C. Wolf 01 vas also in the area to 0004 

this Sondes and Nail 'AC's.. 0,61010Z4, Bigot 016 stated that 10 

vas okay and had motor and 3 flare*. Ho vas mooing hist 
00140001 POO, 

 44. Bravo stated at 01562 there mgre trOffp to 
the sowth of hila 

and that the aloud. vet, At the topo 
of the treoeo lhore vivo 

Weeks starting to appear south east and south vast of the 
OP 

mono. Ay 020t the tops 
of the eIovids ever trams vommedi0Otts 

Waft, 

 

At 0305%0  Bravo stated that he had 
soemd theit01000 . 

OUT to Oeshm• The weather sontinuod 00 ow. 
with trodes imoorw 

big in ths ovvosmot. Sandy 01 vs* oppointot we at 0916114 At 

IWO, Bigot 02B soondod lib, he vas whisperi16 at the Mao* No 

Willits lgoosag4 Imao r44eivrad at 
this tin* As it wet thAMASUAgAblok  

vu the last positive radio somtairt sod* with $40 $. V* 
woatber mentioned trim moo for the nowt tmo boars 

AO's, forth*, 

progress mode. Band, 09 reported ground tire lathe area loot Ay 

ono tem* Amy hits. Continuous attempts were ands to got ottbor 

varies aantost or a. beeper from Brame, 60070 
mate rogostost O.- 

tempt" vs gst 
modor the **tritest. No was Wahl' to roma' 01000 

the emoreast and ',as* the area at the avrrivor‘ it Wass, solor 
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as 060. Attempts more =Am on all 661 toloolowillow 

to oomtsOt the Orop son. 
The vomtbor started to broSh serootoot 
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the $O mom* At QOM Ito *iron" as the seem sabishok. :_ 

mere vombhAe to make *sr visual sighting of 
the ovvviviVe I *P" 

yromisately 04150, a noivi# beeper, vol.* ma hoard 
as . 40 

 Vemo of 00 
sirsraft monitoring veva shlo to Alatingulah vOgh wos 

004 or Who he *aid it. The *oath., had start.* to mgr. 
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imks the area *gain. A heaver vas hoard at 07211 
and mgmtm mt 
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shinoy observed from the area. Bandy 09 reported VT in firs front the area. At 0800Z clouds started to woo bag* 
111,11. Authenticators were requested frost Jaaic st Mg, ilkj etlait 
the entire area was overcast again. As 85 141 pot hot lows to tiro 
at Od122. At, 0850Z the 85 MK had fired a simnel teatao. At this tin, is began receiving Bandit calla from Squid sad Grob* The WI florin were wood to the west. At 1000Z, aLl SAR foram were dirostoot Is 
WES. The last positivw Iroise oontast mule with Bigot 021100 at 
032)8 when he stated that he was all right. Be had soluadOd oda 

eonfident on all voice tontaot up to that time. 

UNO Sl C3rowasodeere 
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Oapt Moore 
$O 	Wit Hunt 
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	Test Wilson /  t. 
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44, 
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Aireraft  ■ 	. mt./Airborne 
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Xir. 47, 
nag 23 
Sandie 01, OS, 010  04, 05, 
014 07, 	014. 20, 1111 116 
13, and 
Oily Woes fiL, 621, 	% 

45, Siti 47* 23 . 
Wolf 01, 01, 04),. 
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Dais 3 nib 72  

1Ct28102 Man t Bul.0040, Fob 71 

AINORAFT UtBIGATIONs Wig 21 

DIRIVILSIGD AIRCRAFT, Blot 02 Irmo 

LOCATIONN 27.41040N 104-0940111 

SAVISt lees 

OS) Mina *Airborne from 02 70 at $2102 en seems at MOS* 
Mins MX orbit 120411-40/421 OP, At 2140X I ovistentee bU MUM 
is orbiting ever the reported earviveve position bob 411114I mei heve 
voiles sentest. Me reported several, slid" (terrier wove') es Mame in reeponee to his galls Mot me Mammy  iCa411 ort0400r. 
Ihe veatherin the arse was reported as overoset. Lope 4000 to 4900 with a brohon leper /000 to 0000 MM. At 2,3101 MAI 41 Meese 
mid relieved Nail 4414, Anmereve attempt* yore made to senbeet 
004  as %ore sad Aserpener Delta Presemmeiee. Several 
the mormimp elieke seeld he heard is lewd and at ~Una a 4, •esomd held Am wee heard. Assolir voili 2  Nvoixed it Me 011,  1110111117I iss slestatod on essee openrodier, at 01302 mast0 Imo admined Ile tors eft his redie Ber hews to sommerve the thailerr. At 00011 forthimraAAempie to mho esmitaot mem Settle lift ta, eep 
gegtAes it a few elhe snake. Ihe'veather letteepea ponsined the mem threeshomt the day halm 0261101, NW ft 11140401 
elemde tevehleg treetops end main ift the apes et the ovetiver 4. Ali 4Alt Alarems remained is the ground and a radio 'Minh wee 
bat me positive response. Ming 2X deported the orbit eh 
landlingsttinesit 11402. 

Mipht severes had been arms* for 4, JuNt diNd LestrImilles IMP ramped  Is Nail xi to mistataik listimimi mato' 	searteet WOO estehLishads  have ~view attempt to novo Northwest amd emnsoree 
hie radio wail the matter inprovoi. 
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KIMO 21 Crommenbers 

AC/AMC Major Delorense 
Major Benmon 

CP 	Capt 0ealta 
Major Me0111 
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it Behests 
FE 	TSgt WIdenten 
LK 	Mgt Patterson 

41)4 flat  A  • I •  • 
ROBERT A. DELORENZO, Ma  j 
Airsraft Commasder/Airborn: 

itosourees 

Mail 60 (06c until 0000 
unit, 1 (060 0040Z until 043%* 
Nail a (osc 0435z until COW 
Mail 41 (06C10535Z xattl 010402) 
Mail (cec os4oz intlx mauled) 
Sandy 01, 02 (A4) 
Mail es, 63, 13, 44 )3 (04,40 
walf 03 (167-4) 
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Bio, Gotner, Norbert A. 	 Page 1 of 3 

GOTNER, NORBERT ANTHONY 

Name: Norbert Anthony Gotner 
Rank/Branch: 04/USAF 
Unit: 25th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 
Date of Birth: 
Home City of Record: Kansas City, KS 
Date of Loss: 03 February 1971 
Country of Loss: Laos 

Ubon Airfield, Thailand 

Loss Coordinates: 171700N 1061030E (XE230120 or XD258926) 
Status (in 1973): Released POW 
Category: 
Acft/Vehicle/Ground: F4D 
Refno: 1698 
Other Personnel in Incident: Robert L. Standerwick (missing) 

REMARKS: 730329 RELSD BY PL 

Source: Compiled from one or more of the following: raw data from U.S. 
Government agency sources, correspondence with POW/MIA families, 
published sources, interviews. Updated by the P.O.W. NETWORK in 1998. 

SYNOPSIS: When North Vietnam began to increase their military strength in 
South Vietnam, NVA and Viet Cong troops again intruded on neutral Laos for 
sanctuary, as the Viet Minh had done during the war with the French some 
years before. The border road, termed the "Ho Chi Minh Trail" was used for 
transporting weapons, supplies and troops. Hundreds of American pilots were 
shot down trying to stop this communist traffic to South Vietnam. 
Fortunately, search and rescue teams in Vietnam were extremely successful 
and the recovery rate was high. Still there were nearly 600 lost in Laos who 
were not rescued. Many of them went down along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 

During his Air Force career, Col. Robert L. Standerwick, Sr. flew a variety 
of aircraft. At Omaha, Nebraska, he was selected to fly SAC's "Looking 
Glass" missions.He was among the first of his friends to be selected to fly 
the Phantom F4 fighter/bomber. After Thanksgiving 1970, Standerwick left 
Omaha and shipped out to Vietnam, to be stationed at Ubon Airfield, 
Thailand, with the 25th Tactical Fighter Squadron. To his four children, it 
seemed like just another long period Dad would be away. 

On February 3, 1971, Standerwick was assigned a mission over the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail along the eastern border of Laos. Standerwick's backseater was Maj. 
Norbert A. Gotner, from Kansas City, Kansas. Their aircraft was the D model 
F4. 

The D model of the Phantom F4 aircraft had arrived at Ubon in 1967. This 
model was improved with the installation of a central air data computer for 
bombing and navigation. The computer automatically determined the weapon 
release point for all bombing modes. This version also launched Walleye 
television-guided missiles and laser-guided bombs. Combined with the 
aircraft's max level speed of over Mach 2 and its tremendous manuverability, 
the aircraft was considered one of the "hottest" high-tech aircraft of the 
day. 

Standerwick and Gotner's mission on February 3 was not a bombing mission, 
however, but a "sensor drop" - dropping strategically placed sensors to help 
monitor truck and troop movement along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The Trail was 
heavily defended and heavily trafficked. 

During the mission, Standerwick and Gotner's F4 was shot down, and both men 
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ejected as the aircraft crashed. Radio contact was made with both Col. 
Standerwick and Maj. Gotner, who reported that they were alive and uninjured 
on the ground. The two were close enough to talk with each other. Rescue 
could not be made due to darkness and weather. 

A later radio message from Standerwick reported that he was surrounded and 
had been hit by gunfire. Some first hand accounts report that Standerwick 
yelled or screamed. Soon after, contact with Gotner and Standerwick was 
lost, and the Air Force declared both men Missing in Action. 

An immediate intelligence report was received by the U.S. describing two 
Americans being moved through Mahaxay Village in southern Khammouane 
Province, Laos (about 8 miles northeast of the point the F4D was downed). 
This report, although not felt to be specific enough to be a definite 
identification, was thought to relate to Standerwick and Gotner. No further 
word was heard of either man. 

Unknown to U.S. intelligence and the Air Force, Maj. Gotner had been 
captured by North Vietnamese troops. He was moved immediately to North 
Vietnam, where he and a handful of other men captured in Laos were held in 
the same prisons as men captured in North and South Vietnam. Gotner and the 
other few captured in Laos and moved to Hanoi were held incommunicado from 
other American POWs for the next two years. 

When peace agreements were signed in Paris in January 1973, the Vietnamese 
agreed to release all American Prisoners of War in their hands. The list 
they provided the U.S. did not include any of the men lost in Laos. A 
subsequent list of eleven individuals was provided at the last minute, and 
it was known for the first time that Norbert Gotner was a Prisoner of War 
and would be returning home. The eleven had all been held in North Vietnam, 
apart from other Americans. Bob Standerwick's name appeared on no list. He 
was not returned home with the 591 Americans who were released from North 
Vietnam. 

Families of men lost in Laos were horrified that none of the over 100 men 
they knew had been alive were released. The Pathet Lao had repeatedly stated 
that they held "tens of tens" of Americans, yet no negotiations had occurred 
that would secure their freedom. A series of assurances were made over a 
period of years that these men had not been forgotten, and that negotiations 
would occur to free them. None of the assurances brought a single man home. 
These nearly 600 abandoned Americans were seemingly forgotten. 

In 1980, the Standerwick family was told by a non-government source that Bob 
Standerwick's name had been on a report prepared for Presidential review. 
The source described the report as detailing two groups of about 2 dozen 
Americans each. On one group, the source stated, there was only sketchy 
information; on the second group, there were more details. The source stated 
the report gave very current and specific information about Bob Standerwick, 
listing his location at that time, identifying the group that held him, and 
describing the menial labor job he was being forced to do in northern Laos. 
The source identified the author of the report, the number of pages it 
contained, the number of copies that had been made and where they were 
located. The Standerwick family has never been able to substantiate this 
report, and U.S. Government sources deny the existence of the report. All 
copies of the report, according to the source, are under U.S. Government 
control. 

When Norbert Gotner was released, he provided little further information 
about his pilot. He did state that shortly before his own release he was 
asked by his Vietnamese captors, "What do you know about Col. Standerwick?" 
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