VP s MAT VOICGOTT
SUBTECT:  SAR FOR BIGOT 02 BRAVO
T0s  SARGO
Sir:
I wonld 1ika to profnco my roport with a brief remark or two.

Thia was the most Muntrating, dicappeinting, and saddening SAR
L hava been on. - Sandy pilotn have writien a long, proud, and gallant *
histnry of rescue in Southenst Asia, buf ithis unsucceassful SAR for
Nipot 02 Bravo unfortiumlely doas not belons to this proud heritage,
The minnion of the Sandy/Jolly 'bn'xn is to oxtract downnd airmen from
the vory eluilchos of tho enomy. %o have been reagonably successful
in the pnste Our proven capability to accomplish this mission has
made n slgnificant contribution to the hipgh morale of combat pilots
in Boutheast Asin.

But we didn't eccomplish this mission on tho 4th of Februmry -
we ¢idn't save 02 Bravo. I personally rocelve very little consolation
from hearing: "Well, one hao to ecxpect to lose ono every now and then,"
or "Wnll, the weathor and existing defenses just didn't permit an
attompt," or evan worse "We did all we could." After talking with
N2 hravo for two days, listening to undaunted courage and appreciating his
cool profossionplism, I grow to respoct him and {o becoms emotionally
attached to hims I am damnad sorry that wo couldn't rescue him. I
shall always remembor February 4th, 1971, as a very sad day in my lifa.

YWhat follows 1s a narrative description of my port :Ln the SAR for
Nipot N2 Brives

Hy enli sipgn was Sandy 11l. I launched on 4 February about noon
to roplace the present On-Sceno-Cowmandor, Sandy 05. Captain Rentz,
Sandy 12, wag my wingman. He was also Low Lead qualified and was a
tremendons sssct.

Whon we assumed 085G tiho woather and poor voice contact with the
gurvivor wero tha two primary obstacles to a successful SAR. Overcast
skles which were reported to be only about 390 feot over the survivor
bad forcod the abandonmont of all previous attempts to visually acquire
02 Dravo. About 30 minutes after nmy arrival the woather began to improve
somevhat; some holes bogan to dovalope to the south and west, and we
could see the ground in soveral places,

Poor and irrojuluy contact with 02 Brave made effectivo comminie
cation with him very difficult. Whon we did hear him, ho sounded as
though he waa in the botloa of a barrel. We asked him to romove the
acoustical noupler, but I did not hear his response. He still sounded
the some when I did hanr aim again,

Appuren 02 Dravo could hear me ¢ o time. . Wolf
wh) hnppnnedt}cz be a classaato of 02 Brnvo, I{nw% &nt e i 0és
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anoworing all of wy trnusmissionu. The Ynlf rolayod ail cnlls to me.
Ho then began en olecironic pocveh for 02 Dravo. VWhen hs pot station
pasanze, he 1it hin Ad'e nnd asked 02 Hrave if he "eould hcar tho Wolf.!
02 Nravo raspondad that he conld snd that he had seen the Woll through
n thin holo. YWoll 04 broumhi me over to the aree and pointed out the
hola, nn elonpated troupgh throupsh which tho ground was clearly visible.

I psked, 02 Bravoe if ho could hear my aireraft, and ho responded
that he could thourh o couldn't see mes I asked him for a hold-down,
procecded to tha trovph in the clouds and let down. Tho hole disappeared
just boforo I gol undor iho ovcrca;t, but Dyave sald he had about 309
faot, ao I continned IFR a couple of soconds more before breaking out.
I lost contact with 02 Bravo during the doscent, so I turned around
and again. asked for a hold-down. Affor several moments of getting no
regponse, i finally pgot a szolid DF indication, followed it until
gotting station passogo, and then roverscd courss. After soveral

such pnszeas I folt that I had a ‘general didea of his location. Terrain
in his vicinity conasisted of rolling hills with kerst formations to the
north and east, flattor country with good roads to the south,and rugged
mountainous terrain to tho West. Thero were definite signs of human
life to tho esast and south, but none to the waest, so I decided that

the west would be safe for bailout.

The weather wasz a soverely limiting factor. The visibility was
probably no more than three milos in haze, and the ceiling varied from
about 300 feet over the tops of the hills to about 900 feet over the
valley floors. I didn't see any kais or mountains touching the clouds.

02 Brave was in good spirits. He was in good condition and seemed
to be relieved to have an aircraft in sight overhoad.

I spent somoe time trying to fix his exact location. He was
‘oxtremely difficult to understand, and I lost contact with him when I
would fly on the back side of the hill upon which he was situated.
Because of the difficulty I had understanding him, I finally had to
‘regort to questions which he could answer with & "Roger" or "Negative."

I fnally narrowed his location down to one brown area on &
particular hill, It matched his description of a clearing with a
standing dead treoe. I pot station passago every time I passed it,
and ho told mo that he was at my 9 o'clock several times whon I
pansod it to the right. I folt that I had pin-pointed his position to
within about 50 wmeters and that it would be safe to expond ordnance
around him if needed. I did not! loca’ ) his parachute, though I saw
several {lare parachutos in tho area. I bolieve ho stated that "they"
had pulled his parachute down from the trees. '

Vhen I asked about ground fire, he said that I hadn't teken any

on the first 4-5 passes, but that I was taking small axms and automatic
weapons ‘on every pass gquth of his position.. This nade senss because




thore wae a emall road south of him which ended up in thoe trees. There were
sevoral bunkers and gun pitas nronnd the road, but I didn't see any
miaa or any ground fire,

I told him to turn of his radio w "eoss I took ground fire, in

- which cago I wmted Lim to tell me immec .ately with a "lloger, Roger,
Rogor." Winn ho would indicate that I was taking pround f{ire, I

would query him about its location and type. lle told me of a ZPU

to tho southwosot and "aomothing bhippor" to the easts I finally saw
the 2PU (or at lonst tho tracors) on one pass to the south., lio wao
behind the aireraft and didn't soom to ba very accurate. I then began -
to see the "somathing bigger" in thae form of several 23mm airburstu.
Thoy were penerally out in front of the aircraft or off to the left

a3 I made n left turn. I con only speculato that the gunner was used
to fant movors and led ma tno muche.

I pickled off aomo CRBU on the road south of 02 Bravos I then
covered tha bunkers and a trail network as well as I could with two
cans of GBU, 02 Bravo roported that the SA/AW continued, though it
was considorably reduced in volume.

On ono pass wnen I had a LAU 3 pod set up to hit this area again,
I looked off to tho cnst just in time to see a 23wn muzzle flash.
Prior to this time he had only shot at mo from behind. I emptied out -
the pod in the direction of the cave which was producing the flashes.
The first couple of rocketls minsed badly because I had "G"s on the
aireraft, but I'm fairly certain that the last two or three werse
within several moters. The pun must'vo been well protected, because
it ‘contirmed firing. I broke off and roturned +o 02 Bravo, deciding
to avoid ihe area to tho east as much as possible. ' '

I was now potting 23mm fire on almost every pass near the
swvivor, generally as I turned to the north. The fire usually con=
sisted of about three airbursts several hundred meters off my left
wing or of f the nose.

I then enlled Captain Rentz down for assistunce. He found a hole
and did a fine job of locating me with DP stcers. I tried to show him
the approximnto location of tho survivor. As he made his first pass
over the passition, I saw tho ZPU gend tracers behind him. They were
vory low trajectory, and I could not deteirmine their source, though
I puspoct thoy came from a road to the southwest. .

Captain Rontz uleo took some 23mm airbursts off his left. wing.
The airbursts continued, but we did not see the ZPU again.

I had tried earlior to mark a hill with s dud WP bomb, This wes
%0 be both an IP for the Jolly Greens and a roference point for the
next OSC in the event we had to depart. I oouldn't get mine to break



apart, but Capt Rentz ladd a porfert marl right on top of the hill.
It stayed there ana long an wo woro on-scone. I then caliled Kinyg and
asked that the Jellles and Smokes como to a forward holding point.

By this timo we had twe 23's firing on us. 02 Bravo continued
to call pround fire on overy circult around his position. I picked
up a couplo of amall hits in the left and right wing and asked Sandy
12 to look me over. e didn't sco any fuol or oil leck so wo continued.

My inltinl plan waa to uso the Smoke aireraft to escroen off the
23's to tho enrt and pouthoast with one line and the ZPU to the¢ socuthe=
west with another line. Aftor thinking about it for a minute or two,
hewever, I changed my mind sbout tho Smoke aireraft. The following
factors entored into this docision:

(1) Thore wos very little working room under the cloud deck and
it would have boen impossible to work more then 2 aireraft and heli-
copter.

(2) T didn't want to have the Smokes shot down in their straight
and }evol delivery run (one was an E with no visibility out the right
Bida .

(3) T belioved I could put down an adequate screen with my CBU-22,

About this uimo the accuracy of the 23am gunners scemed to improve.
They didn't lead so much anymoro and I found myself dodging their
alrbursts from timo to timo. I went to max power somewhere in here
and corcentrated more on moving the aircraft. I also saw my first
RPG's ghout then = two of them about a mile north of the survivor.

They were well below me and off to the side.

I sent Sandy 12 to pick up the Jolly Greon and bring him under
the clouds. I santed tho other Jolly to stay above the c¢louds and
wanted Sandy 09 and 10 to remain with the high Jolly in the event
wa got a MIG warning. I exponded the rest of my CBU-25 and rockets
near the road to the south of the swrvivor while Capt Rents escorted
the Jolly down through a hole,

I briefod the survivor on how to use his smokes and how to pet
on the penetrator. I planned my smoke screen to the east and south
and was about to execute this and give the Jolly a briefing when I
locked in my rear view mirror and saw fuol streaming (probably from
the stub tank). About that time several 23 airburste went off in
front of me and I flow through their little puffs. The shrapnel
had already fallen as I hit the smoke, I pucss I paniced at the
ncrid smell I got and told ﬁlnb I had fuel sireaming and smoke in
the cockpit., He told mo to "get out of thcre’ and I concurred. I
didn't know whether I'd taken damage, and I ¢ in't like the smell, so




I pulled off my erdnance and climbed through the clouds, returning to

NiP without incident. Captain Hontz remained behind and became the
new 0SC, '

b ) wotes”

JL(}HN-J'. WOLCOTT, Major, USAF '
Sandy 11
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BASIAIVE FUR BIGOT O2A4 & 02B
Digot 02 A&B (First Day) Sandy 01/02 Lyon/ililler

We raceived the word io scranble for the SAR ut approximately 1130, I
arrived on seene at around 1230 and imaediately was appointed on - scene-
commander by King 21.

I contactrd G2 AGB and found ont they were in good shape but had movers
around them, Tho wernlher wis conpletely overcast to 6500ft, I made an
attoapt to got under the overcast but failed, I had been tallcing to the
survivors for about 30 minutes when Alpha called and said the activity
was inercasing cround him, About 5 minutes later he said they were coming
up the hill, "They are shooting at me., I'n hit, I'm hit, Help me. Help,"
That was the last contact I had with him, We tried to no avail to got
under tho wenther but the ¢louds were laying on the Karst Tops, For the
rest of tho aftcrnoon we kept tabs on Bigot 02 Bravo, just hoping for a
brenk in the cloud deck,

Hail 59, 23 and 41 worked with us throughout the afternoon. They did an
outstanding job of coordination between King and Hillsboro on the fragging
of aircraft to the scenc as well as ordering tho ordnance they thought
might be needod if the weather broke,

At approximately 1530 I called Sandy 03, who was holding with the Jolly
Greens, to brief him on the situation, Lt Miller and I then RTB'd because
of loy fuel, .

THOMAS J. LY, 1LT, UJAF
SANDY C1 '

JOHN H, WMILLER, 1LT, USAF
SiDY 02
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HARIGIIVE FOR BIGOT 024 & 02B
Bigot 02 A&B (First Day) Sandy 01/02 Lyon/itiller

We recelved thie word 1o sceranble for the SAR st approximately 1130, I
arrived on scene at around 1230 and imaedintoly was appointed on - sceno=
commander by King 21,

I contacted G2 A%B and found out they were in good shapo but had movers
around them, Tho wealher was copletely overcast to 65004, I made an
abiopt to got under the overeast but failed, I had been talleing to the
survivors for about 30 minutes whon Alpha called and said the activity
wns increasing around him, Aboub 5 minutes later ho said they were coming
up the hill, "They nre shooting at mo, I'™n nity I'm hit, Help me, Help,"
Thot was the last contact I had with him., ‘e tried to no avail to got
wnder tho wonther but the clouds wero laying on the Karst Tops., For the
rost of tho afternoon we kept tabs on Bigot 02 Bravo, just hoping for a
bretk in the cloud deck,

Hail 59, 23 and 41 worked with us throughout the afternoon, Thoy did an
outstanding job of coordination botween King and Hillsboro on the fragging
of aircraft to the scenc as well as ordering the ordnance they thought
might be needod if the wenther broke.

4% approximately 1530 I called Sandy 03, who was holding with the Jolly
Greens, to brief him on the situation, Lt Miller and I then RTB'd because
of loy fuel,

SANDY C1 '

JOUN H, MILLER, 1LT, USAF
SINDY 02



FROM: 23TASB,'lst Lt David W. Jensen/3205 3 Feb 71

SIBIECT: SAR for Piget 02

TO: 1st S0S (L4Col Herhert Stone)

then I arrived on scano at 04i5% Nail 59 and Wolf OL were leaking for Rigot
02. Wolf Ol located his posiitlon hy Llying over tha surviver and asking him
wien he was overhead since the weather was complotely undercast. I contacted
Biget 02 Alpha also by [lying over his positiou. The position was fixed on
the 092° radial at 86 DS off of chaancl 89. The Sandys and Nails both took
a few rounds of AAA but nothing close since they were shooting up through the
clouds. Diget 02 Alpha gaid he could hear small arms firing, then while T
was talking to him he oaid, "I'm taking fire s I'm hit, helpl helpl, T give up,
I give up, I give upi". This was tho last transmission from Alpha, I
wnsumed by the sound of his voice that he was surrounded completely and that
v nad hime

Higet 02 Bravo said he was on a hill side about 50 meters up from his para=
¢ “te. He said ho could hear voices at what he thought was about 100 meters
aw.¥e 1 was reloived by Nail 63 at 08502 and RTB to channol 89. The TACAN
position plotted in the Karst off of the' route segment, however I believe

. they were relatively close to the lines of communication since they got to
Biget 02 Alph: so quickly.

ng) 273 _OQ’pm._“

DAVID V. JENSEN, lst Lt, USAP
23rd TASS/Nail 62



SIATEHEDT
wAR LEPORT SANDY 05 Lt wllsOn
Bigot 02 3 Feb 71

Launched from Ubon at 1530 & arrived on gscene at approximately 1630, Nail
41 was dn lhe aroa but waag just nbout to RIB. =4l briefed me & Nail 63
who tad algo just arrived in ihe »rea,

N-63 was firss to have contact with O2Bravo & relayed his transhissions
to mo, Tho fow timas I wag in contact with Prave he came in vory broken
& =63 relayed Lor ne, :

“he vieather in the arcu was overcagsh vith npiroximately a 300" - 5001
ceiling. AL one time I managed to got down through a hole in the cloud
cover ouly b find no placo to go undernesth,

Coordinating with N-63 and Woll 04 (an F-4 FAC) we "pinpointed" Bravos's
~agition using the sound of onr aireralt aa wo correlated with Bravo on the
rodio, In this way we detormined a Tacan radial & DiE,

At approximatoly 1830 I made a last transmission to Brave to dig in for
e night & assured him wo'd bo back at first light, We RTB'd 89 upon
instruction from King,

POBERT L. WILSON, 1LT, USAF
SANDY, 05



FLY1nG UCHLDULE 3 Feb 1971

FILOY SADY T TORE TLE RERES

liyon ol 1145 ha'T On Scone Commander
vdoler o2 1145 P '

I'zine 03 1145 5ol On Scenc Comnander
Le elice 04 1145 5.2

Wilson 05 1530 3.7 On Scene Commander
Oborlin 06 1530 ; e

RObQI‘ tS » P.. 0? ]jl-"l 3 3 - 8

Lorouzen 0o 43 3.8

Adams Smoke 41 1520 2,6

Lewo L2 1520 2.6

Delt A3 1520 2,6

Hitte A 152 2,6

HMeCnplin Hail Al 1220 B3

Mcick 63 1528 2.7

Applegate 59 0650 5ed On Scone Commander
Jenson 62 1115 S On Soene Commander
Dunwoody llobg 30 1150 549

Phillips 31 1150 5.9

Tipton 22 1305 L2

Carmichacl 23 1305 ) e
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SANDY 07 & 08 - HAJ DOHALDSOI/LE Col ilagan = 5 Feb 71

Sandy 07 & 03 wers launciied nt 0950 local to assume on scene command of
the SAils Wo replacoed Sandy 01 and 02, Yolf 04 and Hall 43 wero the FICS,
Weather in the area was undsreasnt frow 10 nilos west of tiao gurvivor's
position all the way to the east and north. Tops at 4500' to 5000' and
the bottoms at 2200' to 2400', Contact with the survivor had been ostabe
lished by Savdy Ol aud ne stated lie was in good spirits, Only hourly con-
tact was Loing used to congorve Dravo's batteries. .

Soon after arriving in the area we began looking for holes in the under=
cast in which %o po wwderreath to search for a route whereby we could find
the survivor and begin to suppross the beuvy groundfire of the previous
day. Soveral bursts of ?3mm were noted north of Bravo's position, Ve

Ve stationed the Hail right over the survivor's position, backed off to

the northwest about five niles and hod the Hail give us hold-downs on

UHE in order to peot a UF to the survivor, de found soveral ihin spots in
the vndercast nnd let down to 3000% indicated, hoping tu break out in one
of tiae'valleys. The highest mavked tecrain in the aros was 2800'. This
procedurc was ungucecessiul due to low weather, Next we went down near

the route st ncture where it was begiining to breask up, let down VFR to

the valley floor end procecded back north in hopes of finding a usable
route. This too was unpuccessiul beecauso the bottoms of the clouds at
200" to 2400' met the rising terrain approximately two klicks from Brave's
position. \le again placed thic Hail over Bravo's position and attempted

the DF steecr technique from the southeast and the north, We could never break
ot of tho weathier even though we desconded to 3000' indicated.

luch of the route structure was now vigible to the south and we requested
the dolf FiC to got some pavoways to cut the road north of Ban Karei Pass.
This ordnance was reguestod about 1030 local but to my knowledge was not
‘on gcene uitil about 1300 loecsl, At 1100 local the survivor checked in as
briefed and we continued to look for a roite to his loeation., Sometime
clfter loecal 1100, the Mail said ho heard Bravo come up on the radio three
times in about five minutes., Sandy 07 heard the last two of these trans-
imisglons and it sounded as if Bravo was excited and was whispering into
the microphono, This was the last kaown voice contact with Bravo.

Wo again loft the Nail holding high so lie could listen for Bravo's trans—
migslong and also give us DF gteors while we were underneath the overcast.
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SIETRLE

SAYLY 07 & 06 (COUT'D)

At o procimately 1230 local we decided to {ly east unider tie weather until

ve cavie to a segwent of e ronte stimclire that was south of Bravo's '

~sagition aid loed direcily porth to the wnell frail he was thoupght to be on,

wt a point-avout two klicks south of Bravo we found a large IDP where the

road went throngh a narrow valley, Ve atlempted to turn north just shert

o»f the IDI bul the woatiicr e¢wmo down to tho top of tho karst at 2200' indi-
‘Ltch

Sardy C7 then flow over toward tho IDE with the intentions of perhaps flying
right up tho road, Ile notled a truck on the road in the IDP and about that
tiue sandy 00 called out niwvhuirsts right off 07's tail, The truck in the

IDI' vas noted to also bo firing soie iype of svtomatic weapen, Sandy 07 shot
both Lau 3 poda into the IDY nnd strafed the truck with 20rm, As he neared
the pasg bo could look to the north and sec that the clowds aznin met the
valley floor about 500 meters ; orth of the pass., This final bit of dis=
covery prove that the weather in the survivor's area was unworkable,

At 1300 loecul, Bandy O7 & 03 had to climb back on top and go to loiter

power due to low fuel, Taoy were relicved at approximately 1325 local by
Sandy 09 & 10.
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SARILWTIVE MO SakDY 09 & o
Sall for BIGOT 71

I was scraablad Trow De dang at 1330 loesl iikd $ime. I proceeded to the
Jolly holding peint and took the Jolly escort from Sandy 07 at 1440,
Avproximately ten mimmtes loter G:ody 11 cent his wingman up to take Jolly
Green 57 doun to the area to atlenpt a pickup, Sandy 11 snid the weather
was 100 low for all four Sandys bo work with the Jolly during the pickup;
g0 mraell avd my wingman (Smely 10, Capt dowes) stayed with the hipgh Jolly
in the holding avea. A windy 12 took the Jolly down, Sandy 1l stated a
23mn had juat opened up oun hinm and o had taken a hit, OSandy 12 pave the
Jolly Lo vwoks A1 & A2 to ecucort back o the holding arca. Sandy 12 then
went Lo escort hids lender back, Saudy 11 hiad tot briefed the next low
Sandy yoly, nnd alber stating he could =12 slone he sent Sandy 12 back to
suoy me the area, The nnxl geiveduled 3aidy low wrg not in the s.ea yeoi,
so I lei's Ow ke AL & 47 to eseort the Joliys and 1 went down with 12 to
look over the area and et briefed. iy winguan heid ubove the low ceiling
watdl I wag rendy Lfor him to come down, Jds wo approached the survivors
area Satdy 12 had an airburst go ofC very cloase to him and ho thought he
uad damage, #e left the dumediate aren and I checked him over., He appeared

v be ok mt vas low on fuel, Me atiowpted to relocite the survivors area
tut duo to the low ceiling we could not., 4t this point Sandy 12 RTB'd
because of low fuel and I became the on 'scene comiianider, Tho woather at
this time was minimus workable bui I had to pgo through tho process of
relocating the surviver, I conducted an clectronic search above the clouds,
then dropped down underncath for a visual fix, After apvroximately 30
mirmwtes I loecsted the survivor, During this time I hadrrelocated a 37mn
and slso took fire from a 4V approximately 400 meters south of the sur-
viver, The 37mm could not depress his fire ecncugh to be a veal threat
sinee he was aluost » mile east of the arca. After trolling for ground
fare and checkisg an ingress/cgress route, I determined that the ZHU
could bo aveided using terrain madkinz, Ko pround firo was observed along
the selected route, I attemptad to mark an IP, but M=47 did break open.
iy cecond WP bomb would not rolease, A4t this point I went back on top to
picl up my wingnan and have him mork with his iH=47's, The weather had
gone overcast and I had o rely on my knouledge of the terrain to make an
IFt lotdoun, Once under tie weather I showed my wingman the area and
routo and we vere prepaving to mork the IP, 1Yy wingman made a turn south
of the survivor, near the road, 'uwd took z« 22wa hit in the wing, He
jettisoned i.isz load =2i.! headed wost toward UKP with ne in trail, After
doteraining se was eble to RTB alone, I took Sardy 15 (Maj Keeler) down
and showed him the area and oriefed hiri, I then had to RTB due to low.
Tuel, It wap sbou% 1700 local at that tize, Enroute t. NKP I discovered
I had taken some hits from the 2FU. 1o major damago and RTB was unovent-
ful,
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NAGATIVE MROM SAHDY 09 & 10
SAR for JIGOT 02B (CUHT'D)

ring tho tiwe I worked with Bigot 003 he sounded fit and in reasonable
spirits with no bad guys in his imnediate avea.

HICHAEL W. SHITi, Captain, USAF
SANDY 09
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VARRATIVE 08 8Dt 09 & 10
Sall for BIGOL 07D

I was seenoblad frow Do diavg at 1530 leexl GKF time. I proceeded to the
Jolly holding point and took bie Jolly escord from Sandy 07 at 1440,
Approximately ten mimmtos lator Uandy 11 cent his wingman up to take Jolly
Green 57 doun to the area to atienpt a plekup, Sandy 11 sald the weather
was 00 low for all foir Uandys o work with the Jolly during the pickup;
so mrsell and my wingman (Sondy 10, Capt dawes) stayed with the high Jolly
in the heldiwg avea. &g wnixly 12 ook the Jolly down, Sandy 11 stated a
23rm had just opened wp on hiw and o had taken a hit, Sandy 12 gave the
Jolly to wuwoks AL & 42 to rscovt back 4o the holdiag arca. Sandy 12 then
went to escort his leader back., Sandy 11 had not briefed the next low
oandy yety, and alter stating be could ATD slone he sent Sandy 12 back to
saow me Lhe avea, Tae uexi sehrduled dnidy low wrs wot in the = .ea yet,
50 I lei's G ke AL & 477 to escort the Jollys and I went down with 12 to
Jaok over thi area and ot bricfed. iy wibgian held cbove the low eeiling
watdl I wag ready for him to come down, 4s vwe apjroached the survivors
avea Sahdy 12 had an oirburst go off very close to him and he thought he
nad damage, We left the immediate arca and I checked him over., Iie appeared

v be ok it was low on fuel. e atienpled to relocate the survivors area
Lut duo o the lou ceiling we could not, A% this point Sandy 12 RTIB'd
becauso of low fuel nnd I becane the on ‘scene comilander, Tho woather at
this time was minimun workable but I had to po through the process of
relocating the survivor, I conducted an electronic search above the clouds,
thien dropped down underncath for a visual fix., After approximately 30
minutes I loested the survivor, Duriang this time I hadrrelocated a 37mn
and slso toek fire from a 4V apvroximately 400 meters south of the sur-
viver, The 37mn could not deoyross hiis fire encugh to be a real threat
since ho was alwost ; mile east of the area. After trolling for ground
fre and cheeki-g an ingress/epress route, I detormined that the ZFU
could be avoided uging terrain madking., Ro ground fire was observed along
the selected route. I attewptad to mark an IP, but M-47 did break open.
¥y eecond WP bomb would not rolease, At this point I went back on top to
picli up my wingman and have him mark with his =47's, The weather had
gone overeast and I had %o rely on my lnowledge of the terrain to make an
IFR letdoun, Once under the weather I showed my wingman the arca and
routn and we were preparing to mork the IP, Iy wingman made a turn south
of the surviver, near the roand, :ud took « 23w hit in the wing., He
jettisoned i.1s load ni.! headed west toward MNP with ne in trail, After
deteraining se was able to RTB alone, I took Sandy 15 (Maj Keeler) down
and showed him tho area and briecfed hir, I then had to RTB due to low.
fuol, It was about 1700 local at that time, Enroute t. NKP I discovered
I had taken some hits from the ZFU. llo major damage and RT3 was unovent—
ful,



