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Navy PilotGéts
'Quick Rescue

A U.8. Ulavy A-T7 pllot was rescued 16
miles northeast of Hue early last Satur-
day morning after mechanical problems
forced him to eject from his aircraft.

Cmdr. Paul F. McCarthy was picked up by
an HH=53 BU¥F from the 37th Air Rescue
and Recovery Squadron at 7:45 a.m. after
floating in the South China Sea for half
an hour,

We were flying a mission over Laos
when the aircraft suddenly began to lose
fuel," related Commander McCarthy. "I
turned around and headed for water as
fast as I could with my wingman tagging
along to keep me in sight."

"Once I was in the water I didn't have
long to wait, in no time at all I was a-
board the chopper and heading into C[Ca
Nang ."

Capt. David H. Wammer, commander of the
helicopter that plucked+McCarthy out of
the water, termed the rescue difficult
because of the weather conditions,

"It was strictly instrument weather all
the way out," he commented, "There was
thick fog all the way down to the deck
and no way to see the water unless we
dropped below 1(C feet.”

"Once we located the area it was no
trouble to find the downed pilot. He was
really prepared and gave us a big orange
smoke flare as soon ~a&s We were cloge."

"Mogt of the trouble came when I tried
to hover over the raft. We put smokes
out to establish a reference point for
maintaining a asteady hover, but had to
drop a lot lower than normal in order to
keep then in sight, It took four fries
to finally eatablish a hover over the
survivor. From then on it was routine.”

Upon landing at Da Nang, the already-
drenched Commander McCarthy received the
traditional hosing down, signifying a
succesnful rescues e o SNE
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