
Super Jolly rescues Navy pilot from bra 
DA NANG AFLD — A U.S. Navy 

pilot was rescued 16 miles northeast of 

hue recently after mechanical prob-

lems forced him to eject from his air- 

craft. 

Cmdr. Paul F. McCarthy was pick-
ed up by a U.S. Air Force HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant from the 37th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron 
after floating in the South China Sea 
for half an hour. 

"We were flying an air mission 
over Laos when the aircraft suddenly 
began to lose fuel," related Command-
er McCarthy. "I turned around and 
headed for water as fast as I could 
with my wing man tagging along to 
keep me in sight. Once I was in the 
water I didn't have long to wait. In no 
time at all I was aboard the chopper 
and heading into Da Nang." 

Air Force Capt. David H. Waininer, 
commander of the helicopter that 
plucked Commander McCarthy out of 
the water, termed the rescue as "diffi-
cult" because of weather conditions. 
"It was strictly instrument weather all 
the way out," he said. "There was 
thick fog all the way down to the deck 
and no way to see the water unless we 
dropped below a hundred feet. 

"Once we located the area it was 
no trouble to find the downed pilot. He 
was really prepared and gave us a big 
orange smoke flare as soon as we 
were close. 

"Most of the trouble came when I 
tried to hover over the raft. We put 
smokes out to establish a reference 
point for maintaining a steady hover, 
but had to drop lower than normal in 
order to keep him in sight. It took four 
tries to finally establish a hover over  

the survivor. From then tit 
tine." 

Upon landing at Da 
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Navy PilaGets 
'Quick' Rescue 

A U.S. Navy A-7 pilot was rescued 16 
miles northeaat of Hue early last Satur-
day morning after mechanical problems 
forced him to eject from his aircraft. 

Cmdr. Paul F. McCarthy was picked up by 
An HH-53 BUFF from the 37th Air Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron at 7:45 a.m. after 
floating in the South China Sea for half 
an hour. 

Ilde were flying a mission over Laos 
when the aircraft suddenly began to lose 
fuel," related Commander McCarthy. 	"I 
turned around and headed for water as 
fast as I could with my wingman tagging 
along to keep me in sight." 

"Once I Was in the water I didn't have 
long to wait, in no time at all I was a-
board the chopper and heading into La 
Nang." 

Capt. David H. Wammer, commander of the 
helicopter that plucked.McCarthy out of 
the water, termed the rescue difficult 
because of the weather conditions. 

"It was strictly instrument weather all 
the way out," he commented. "There was 
thick fog all the way down to the deck 
and no way to see the water unless we 
dropped below ILO feet." 

"Once we located the area it was 	no 
trouble to find the downed pilot. He was 
really prepared and gave us a big orange 
smoke flare as soon as we were close." 

Most of the trouble came when I tried 
to hover over the raft. We put smdkea 
out to establish a reference point for 
maintaining a steady hover, but had to 
drop a lot lower than normal in order to 
keep them in sight. It took four tries 
to finaLly eetablish a hover over the 
survivor. From then on it was routine." 

Upon landing at Da Nang, the already-
drenched Commander McCarthy received the 
traditional hosing down, signifying a -. • • • I: succensfal rescue. 	, - , • a 	,:;t 
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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David H. Warmier. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Binh hospital . On 2 March 71 the Jol lys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very/ 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Kariton I. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 6+ were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation for an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to bail out. Jolly 

Green 71, Flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. Other  Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13 March 71 the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc- 

cessful day. A Navy 4-7,  call •5l9fl Battle Cry 315, was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 6+ and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft: began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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Jolly GreenS 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were Joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be Intact so It was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine If there were 

survivors. This was accompl ished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang 4f1d, RVN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for +3 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled In the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chipple 414, balled out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy f log in the area made this recovery very difficult. 


