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COBRA 23 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY

(C) Search and Recovery torces encountered intense resise
tance and marginal weather during a two day effort which resulted
in the successtul rescue of Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, The two F-l
crewmembers ejected in hostile territory atter sustaining battle
damage. They landed at 260/L43 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang Tri
Air Base, RVN) near Delta 12, a major interdiction point on the Ho
Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The incident occurred in mid atrternoon
and the weather was marginal. By the time SAR torces started to
arrive the weather had degenerated to the extent that the objective
area was completely obscured by a rain squall. Bad weather,
approaching darkness and intense enemy resistance prevented a pick
up that day and caused a great deal of apprehension among the
survivors who were well aware of their precarious position. When
the downed crewmembers were informed that they would have to wait
for a first light pick up, Cobra 23 Alpha replied "We won't be here

154
in the morningv,

(C} Hammer 62, a FAC (Forward Air Controller) was working a
strike just south of the objective position and diverted at approx=
imately 1530L to provide assistance. When he arrived there were
already five other Hammer FAC's on scene as well as about 20

helicopters. Hammer 62 located both survivors!' parachutes and

pointed them out to Sandy 09 who assumed On-Scene Command when he

154. gaRco Report tor Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, Document #,
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arrived at 1600L., During low passes to determine the exact
position of the survivors, both aircraft received intense ground
fire from small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment
and a tank parked on a hill about 300 meters to the west.
During one pass Sandy 09 received battle damage and departed the
area. After landing he determined that the aircraft had numerous
holes shot in it and one hole in the right elevator was the size
of a football.155

(C) Sandy 06 took charge as On-Scene Commander and by this
time the weather had deteriorated making it virtually impossible
to continue the search. Successive passes met with intense
registance. Poor visibility and approaching darkness made it
impossible to pin point Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo's positions.
The survivors were given bed down instructions and etforts for
that day terminated. Meanwhile at TeePee (Command and Control
Center at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB) plans were being formulated tor
the major effort that would commence at first light of the next
morning, i

(C) The next morning, 26 February 197., Sandy 03/0L departed
for the scene at OLUOL. Upon arrival Sandy O3 took charge as On-
Scene Commander and relieved Hammer 4O, a night FAC who had been
monitoring the survivors' positions. Sandy 03 was able to locate

the exact position of Cobra 23 Bravo but Alpha's area was

obscured by very low clouds. Several sources of enemy resistance

155. Ibid L]
156+ Ibid,
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were located on ridge lines in the area. A FAC, Hammer 48,
directed strikes by fast movers (jet aircraft) on these positions
in an effort to sterilize ths area. The weather remained
marginal and Sandy 03/04 had to depart for low tuel prior to pin
pointing both positions.157

(C) Sandy 05 took over as On-Scene Commander and soon the
weather improved enough to permit positive identitication of the
downed crewmembers' positions. During each pass over the
survivors the aircraft were subjected to enemy ground fire,
Sandy 05/06 expended all of their ordnance on enemy positions
prior to turning On-Scene Command over to Sandy 07 at approximately
09001..158

(C) Sandy 0'(/0Y continued the sterilization process by
locating resistance, marking it and striking enemy positions. The
A-1's struck at positions near the survivors and four F=i4's were
called in to strike a ridge line which supported many gun emplace-
ments. The F-4's dropped napalm and the top of the entire ridge
line went wp in flames. No resistance was encountered trom this
area during the remainder of the effort. As the resistance
diminished, Sandy 07 formulated a pick up plan which would take
place within an hour, The Jolly Green helicopters would come in
from the southwest over a friendly position about three miles trom

the survivors, Smoke would be used to mask oft’ suspected enemy

positions and obscure the survivors, The IP (Initial Point) and

157. Ibidc
158, Ibid.
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objective points would be marked and Sandy 09/10 would escort the

low Jolly Green in for the pick up and back out the reverse route.159
(C) The pick up was executed and the effort went as planned,

Hammer 5l controlled smoke placement which was provided by F=4

aircraft, Three A-l's escorted the Jolly Green helicopter and

sterilized his path. Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo expended their

signal tlares on command and were easily located. The survivors

were picked up very quickly and the Jolly Green exited over the

planned route and departed for DaNang Air Base, RVN. The Search

and Recovery for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo was successfully completed

1
and the effort was terminated at 1437L,
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that
Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both hel icopters
proceeded to the scene where they were joined by the SAR
force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard.
The cockpit seemed to be intact so It was decided that a
pararescueman should be lowered to determine If there were
survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-
turned to Da Nang Afld, RVN.

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees
for 43 mlles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were
scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point
west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later
scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a
pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base, A
first light effort was planned for the next morning. All
SAR forces were reassembled Iin the area the next morning but
the rescue was delayed untl] hostlile forces dould be elimin-
ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the plckup of
both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green
65 flown by Captaln Bakke did take several hits from small
arms fire during the rescue,

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The
pilot of a Navy alrcraft, call sign Chipple 414, balled out
feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled
to the scene and a successful water plckup was accomp)ished.

Heavy fog In the area made this recovery very difficult,
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() Rime 20, fiying wast erlit, recedved May Day cal from Cobra 24
et OURLN, He slated timi Cotra 23 wipha snd bravo had ejected at
REO/L3/CH 103 and thal b= few two good chutes, At 07282, Hammer Ok
whe aproinbed On-Seene-Commnder(0S0) nod stated be had comtast

with both sweviwrs who reported they were okay, Thay were dewn ap-
prozdrately 300-600 metern U5 of Iirebese 31 whion wag then hedng
overrun by the enewy mmd mupercus TIC actions weve in progrees,
faring the following 20 rinutes Howmer 04 attompted to organisze the
fal for the crewmembers while he and other FAC's were direeting sir
strikes in the imgediste vielnity in support of the friendly growme
troops, Jolly Greens (4], Sandys (6) wers recuested at O7332Z; smoke
and CHUY wplesd were direetos plus MiG CAP, INONSANIWLLH bordar cleare
anes. At 08107, Hammor 4O assumed GSC replacing Hammer Ol who was
Linge fuel. Weather in the S5ii ares wes rapidly deterioratinmg end
low cloude hampered the rescue affort for the survivors who were re-
ported o be appreximetely 2000' on the east side of o hill, Haseer
4O worked some fmet movors with snake and nepe in an attemgt to sup~
press heawy growsd fire from small arse, automatic weapons snd seve
eral enemy tanks that were closing in on the firebase. Nesswous oir
bursts wers also observed from vuspected AAA, both 23M and 37MM,

At Q900Z, Bandys 09 and 10 were on spene resclving a brdefisg from
Honmer 4G when Sandy 10 took a hit and decided to ETH Chapmel 103
secorted by Hammer 62, Kimg 27 war sirborne at 05061 enrcute to

the seene to set sz backup AN and stapdby for pessible AR, AW O930Z,
Sandy 10 returned to tho scene after determining that his dewege was
not too severe, At OVISE & TR slert in the vieinity of the BAR scenw
was brosdosst whieh wme shut OFF through Queen. At O930L Sandy 10
agein tock ground fire, dropped his fuel tank and wes foveed %o RTS
Channel 77) Bandy Of wsg then directed to the sceme ae & replacement.
As Of OS5 the weather was looking grim and ground fire/air bursts
were still heavy, however the survivers reported everything okay.

At 09572, Huwmmer 62 was hit with no serioue problems, m‘ﬂw -
Sundy 07 deelared the ares to be unworkable and the supvivors ware
advised to stey well hidden. At 10262, Sandy 09 received wultiple
hits in his stub and cenmterline tanke and waz atreeming fusly be
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LWL T Cowbat

(5} Gn 25 Faf 7Y &b 31004 v Alebhepye B wrini, Dommancer( i) of
Blane 1 wen notd fled Wy 14 Uod Walle (Jack) thal Ris Orew was S8
slpns! » Pret Jehi wiesisn for tze followins fays The EAR bhried iy
wEm boope neld sy TEY At V60000, Dufestive of tie PAR e Sus
poxrivire of 8 FAL, Cal! “Tre Zobya 33, who Nsd wlectsd Crom Shelr
abrere It at 25/0TIAT aftos “ousd Ting ensEy groundfire.  The pesition
af the survivere wss given < W3/L37005, UMl S15L67, CBIGEF Lb-
hawlSN 100w25+300, Thir pesition plotted out to s powition WG
meters Leow p divt rosd wrelleidng ¢ smell atrean, & 1/2 BM porth
of Howte 2, The area wou extromely hestiis with heeyvy Lroope in
sontuet(TIC), & feter W dlrebaze 1000 moters nerth of the survie
vors bad been overrun by e eneny during the indtdal AR effarb

on the Z5Lhe The emeny n the sres vere supperted by tanks, lavge
Gulibre washineguns ana 20 #Ad, Davivess el befors o plekny
eould be made, AL that (les Lobra 23 Alphe and ipave were instrueted
te dig in for the night and be pre;ure for-w Tivst Jight sffort the
felloving moryning, The nerelvors were briefed tiet wiveraft wouid
ko over thelr position durinyg 4ie entire night. Shey were not %o
ues thelr swrvivel radies, thee eosvervisg the tatieries; unless it
wr e abselutaly neeossnry. _

A% 25/2122 Ring 21 wis airberne frem 01 enpoiie o the SAR ares.
King 2L arrived at L6 orust ponibion of 250/5-40/i03 Ak 2571552,
fadio contaet wan estanilshed with towner P(PAC) abd Candie 22
(Flaraship) who were conr Lhe Q5 coeis, They veyorted thay they
had not had contact with lobra 23 A1gha or hrave, Heower 7T pee
rorted that there were sany enamy tracpe in o velley rosth of 1 31
abcut 2 kllomators from the quey vors, e reveted vizwal slghting
ef ar enery tank with o flmm Gun, 90 2alibre tachine gune sngd xe
tensive exall arme fire. Westher in the sres was reported by Ham-
mer 77 an 3,000 MOL srewen & ¥dles visibildty witn soew matlehes of
of ground fog. landy O3, Dk arvived dn the aréa and sfier a thorough
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TR ¥ioap Ref BT O mr 51 Lo pted sapteat wlth
TUETTE WU DT wdy L Mee, RNRLED b o mucprers, AL 2ﬁ/;{§'f,fjfi Landy (S
rgcogaatied iap L2l mhimopt moghgel 9Ll Lhe TULVAVOIH,.  ALLEr BeYw

el mivwiete Kisg o cstaladabed redio sontash wlth Cobira 43 Brave
Bh 25/R50% and wirk G mb ADJOTE3N. Both bdrvivors reported
Lhel, fpey weve In goed oowsadlon, But thers wee exhbens’ve oneny
wovamest, I theli sres . King Jb adviesed bath svevivers that Sandy
T3 WAE el e cres i thalb the eublre Sak effort hed comanced,
Lhopreiy heresTer Yaaty 03 estetiliohed contaot with the survivers.

Avout Lhiz Lime King 7L wee advised by wwesn Yat King 24 would be
the tenker alversit. Slen, J0 &7 voe anroute 1o CH 303 to dyep eff
A araw and wonld bhan K70 -:'.';e P e T ndery, King 2L requented
that J& 67 remmin at Ok W03 and JO ¢f b launched from OH T7 to CH
103, Tnis wonld pub Lbe hellcocnbers only 43 wiles from the BAR and
preatly expedite the racovory when Lic ares wis peratselve, (een
coneurrad and J3 65 wese lownahsd to CH 103 st 25/22357. 4t 25/23000
1t was decldzd that JO 7L sad 77 would go to CH 10J and stend alert
end JU 6% and &7 would erbit al the holdin: poiat, whieh was 265/25/
3. The bellcopters were Jolasd oy Sandy 05 and (6 at the holding
podnt.,

The wenther Io the srea was good, bul fog over the survivors pre-
vented Uandy 03 Trom pinpointing tue survivors. UDuring this period
alretrikes wers put Lo Ly the Hsswer TAC's o suppress enemy wove-
ment in the area. The fop sbarted Jiftimg sy 26/0200 and the 0SC
began pingeinting the survivors, Oround fire was secn on each pasw,
During the emtire SAR effart are Light strikes weve lragged in as
close as L frow the swrvlvors. Through clons ooordination with
ell BAR Forges the HAR affort was able Lo continme. Bnemy trucks
were sesn coming dowm the rozd frowm the north by severcl area PAC,
Thesa weve altaeked by alr striker,

After numerous afretrikes in the LAN area the 080, Jandy 07 ocme~
sideved the ares psrmissive for a Sik atteupt. At 26/0408% King 21
divected thet J0 71 and TR be lannched as vackup for 42 65 and &7,
At 26/DLIOL Navy A~h sirere!t put in ssoke to bloek the SAR ob jeow
tive from the enmsy. DBeth survivers reportad they wegs in {ine
shaps. Phave Alpha was begun ab 26/0h02. oG €5 plcked up Cobra
23 Alpha &t 26/0450% and Cobra 23 brave et 20/04532. During the
plokup JG 65 regeived 13 hite {ron enemy ground ﬁn. At 26/04557
grgﬁg;mr eleny of the area snd all Farces were directed te KIB by
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Sandy (5 (QL355-02107) :

AN Rerauvess

Xing M, 24 | & 68, 67, Ti, T4, 57 and 60 (WE-53)
Sandy 01, €2, 0%, Ok, 05, b, 07, 03, 09, 10, L, and 12 (A=l)
Tooks Alrersf%

Ringreek 951 Fidgit (A=i) Kingneck 953 Flight (A-4)

FAG Adreraft |

Wolf 03 (hFwd) | Hammer 40, b3, 5k, 77, and 84(0Y-10)
Berike Alreraft (Kxpended Orinsncs)

Gunfighter Flights 01, G, 3k, L2 (P<k)
Cobwa Flights 03, 25 (F-i) Ringneek 207 Fillght (A-L)

fid Fot Expend Ordnence

Qunfighter Flights kO, Lk, 93 (F-k) Ringneek 201 FAght (k=)
Hockey Flight (Fad) Jass Flight (Feh)
Chippy Flignte 400, L12 (A7) Banyen Filght (F=4)
Jerry 303 Flight {(A-7) '

Othar Forees

o g Candle 22 (Flareship)

ROBERT A. UELORENIO, Malar, LCAF
Adreraft Cowmander/Airborne Mission Commender
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OCBRA 23 - 25 pab n

HAMMIR 54
Capt Poter J. Ruppert
064~32-5323m

At approximately 1530 I was working a strike just south of Delta 38 whaen

1 heard a mayday call on guard saying that Cobra 23 had been hit andg

- Was Jumping out. 'The call also ineluded a IME and Radial which wag the:
260/40 of O 103: I at the time was on the 275/40 of 103,

1 finished the airstrike and progeeded to the 260/40 to see if I could y
ba of assistince. Upon arrival I saw many eirplanes i tie areg so [ ¢
climbed to 10,500 foot to 8tay out of the way. Thore were five add- '
itional Ov 10'g all lammer Faecs, at least I presuned, them to be, ;
ebout 20 cheppers or 8o and I do not know how wany fest movers. Hamser .
229 was working a TIC at the timg as well a8 the SAR and I avked if I
could be of halp. He told me yog 8ince he was out of rockets. T went .
down and $ook over for him, I saw both survivors chutea and plotted
thelr position, Hommar 04 was made on-scene ccomnander by ¥ing and 1 it
sontinued working the TIC. jomer 04 RT3 dus %o low fuel and H-40 ro- I
lieved him. I was relieved by d~223. After landing, H-04 and myself '
went back out to the sgens at 6115 and 62 along with Seady 05 and :
06 were talking to the surdivor. H-62 did ot know the exact location
8¢ [~04 and mysclf went into the aven and showed Sandy's location. We
' Were then informed by Hillsboro %o olear tite srea to the eust sinoe

they had heuvy artillery goifg in and could agt shut it off, The Sandy's
ant. we ithen held east for aporoximately 10-15 minutaes,. By the tine we '
vare oloared back in, it was 1900 hours. . e Jandys and us made re-
Peated pasees over swvivors position® but took heavy AAA which game
from a tank thnt sat approximately 500 maters west of the survivors
on top of the hill, e

too late and that they should hide themselves, ast to worry, taat _
there would be a Fac ovor them &1l night, to conserve thelr radios and
Use it only if absolutely nacessary and that we (Sandys) would be back
at firet light to pick them Ups Cobra 23A's reply was that wa would
not be harae in the morning®™, The Jandys RTB'd snd B~04 and myself stsyed
on station until B«79 (the firet night Fao) oame out and we ghowsd him
both surwivors! positions and also whers the tank was that was shoo

at us, 179 thez took over on Goene and we (04 & 54) RTB'A., wpo Show

/)
26_reb _ ) ae L T 0%
The Tiret Hammer Foo to launch was B-40 and he arrived on etation at oag, ‘,,‘;;
He informed ue that the weathey wes bad snd that he bad not made bontasy L
with the survivors, At approximately 0600 H-40 informed uB that they: “téko)
aad reestablished contact with both A & B but the weather was still too’ -
bad to work the SAR. At 0900 B-40 called us and told us to lawnch the
ext Faoc for the 4R, I, H=54, launched and arcived on station ag e
wiroxinately 1000am, H-40 BIB' and Ssady 05 & 06 were on station, '
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af © Bete 0 n 0} reliaved 05 & 0% and 07 became on-
scond= culsuauusr, ‘The weather begun t0 clear up quite rapidly and wve
had about a 8-10,000' overcast. Sandys 07 & 08 procesded to tslk to the
survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position, I asked
Sandy 07 if he knew whers both survivors were and he said that he knew
whare Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo wsa. I then pointed Brawvo's
chute out to 07 which he had not seon before, (Ob yes, Alpha had pulled his
chute in about a half an hour after he sjected on the 25¢h anG it eould not be
yeen anymorTe) When the Sandys made the passes the survivors informed them that
they were taking ground fire and the approximats position where it came from, .
The Sandys then began to sterilize the area by making repeated passes,
Sandy 07 then ghowed me where he wantsd some airstrikes put and for the next
2% hours I put airstrikes in arcund the survivors wvhile the Sandys were
working in olose proximity of the survivors with their own ordnance. At
upproximately 1230 Sandy 09 & 10 checked in with the choppers and at approxe
imately 1315 it was decided %o go shead with the pickup, Sandy 07 told me
wkere to lay down the smoke and I then worked Ringneck 957 flight and laid
the smoke down, The Sandys (4 of them) then really worked the irmediste area
over and ths chopper (65) was then brought in from the IP. Two other
wers laying down CBU on both asides of the choppers route and Cobra 224 vas
picked up first, Af{ter Bravo was picked up the ohopper exited the area
by means of the same route that he entered, The whole pickup ook about
15 mirutes. It was a well planned and well executsd mission, ' g

»
! o

PETEL J, RUPPERT, Caph, USAF
BAMMER 54 |
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1LT CARMICHAEL 10 1450 1 i g:'r = =
ROBO N

CAPT LOREN R 5 A
MAJ DONALDSON \‘_ 140 ¥ %2
COL WALSE '\ 33 1405 3 5.5
L1/COL STONG A | GA
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CAPT MADDEN
. MAJ DE FELICR
'UT/COL STONE
1LT MATHERS .

CAPT ROBERTS, B,

1LT LYON
CAPT RENTZ

| CAPT PHILIPS -

1LT WILSON

COL ROUGH |
LT/C0L DUNWOODY
CAPT TAYLOR

MAJ WOLCOTT
1LT, KILAND

MAY PLACE .

. CAPT STEWART ..

- CAPT RENTZ \

MAJ BELT

" LT/C0L MURRAY .

1LY TIPTON
 CAPT MAMIYA
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mon 18 (cc) 9 Mar 7L
SUBJECT: 9ARCO Report for Cobra A & B
T0: DO

1. A sucoessful rescue was conducted on 26 Feb 71 for two erevmembers
of Cotwa 23, The aireraft, an FAD out of Phu Cat AB, RVYN, weni down

et aprroximately 1415L 25 Feb 71, on the 260° radial for 43W of Chanael
103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during
the rosoue effort. All times. are 'Mailand local.

2. A% 1430L, 25 Feb 1971, A SAR won deslared for Cobra 25, (Atch 1)

The adreraft was downed by enemy guwire in the vicinity of D-12, two

parachutes ha¢ beon observed and radio contast had been made witn voth
survivors. The aron was extremely hostila with active firefigats and

continuous airstrikes being put in. Hommer FACS were controlling all

ti» activity in the area. (Atch 2)

J» A% tho tine the SAk was declared Jack scrambled Sandy's 09/10 from
Da Nang, 05/06 from NKP and directed that Sandy's 03/04 were to remain
on ground alert at IKP. 05/06 were to be éscorts for Jolly Groens
66/72 which were sorambled from Da Nang. Sandy's 07/08 launched from
Bien iloa on their normal redenlay and were diverted to tae SAR along
with ilobo's 32/33 who were RTB with ordaance due to deteriorating
weather in their target area. Thase were the forces participating in
the first day effort. (Atch 3) ; '
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4. Sundy 09/10 arrived on odene at spproximately 1600L and after being
hriefed by Hammer 40, 09 mssumed on-scens comaand. (Atch 4) ‘Tae ,
weather in tae objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and
intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts vere made to penetrate the
weather in an 2ffort to pinpoint the swvivors. Heavy ground fire was
observed on all attempta and about the time the general area of the sur-
vivors was determined, Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and oxiied the
area to check damage. 'The inclement weathur prevented full utilization
of fust mover strikes however, l{amser 62 put in any he could. dandy 10
had determined the damage was restricted to his extornal tanks, wiich he
Jettisoned, s« he returned to the scene. At approximately 1620L, King
ordered all 5.1 forces out of the area due to & T™Q alert called on
¢mard, At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTB due to low fuel mo Sandy 06 was di-
vected to the scene as low wing. (Atch 5) The effort to pinpoint the
survivors oontinued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits
in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external
tanks. He jettisoned his load and AM'd Channol 71 at approxinately 1730,
Later inspeotion revealed in excess of 10 entry holes in the aircralt ;
with one the elze of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 sssumed’
,On=scens oommand and 05 was called down to join him, Hobo's 32 and 33
ihrA arrived after being released from the et S8 OB HAT S
;r&uigned to escort the |Jolltes. (Atch 6);
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