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COBRA 23 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Search and Recovery forces encountered intense resis-

tance and marginal weather during a two day effort which resulted 

in the successful rescue of Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo. The two F-4 

crewmembers ejected in hostile territory after sustaining battle 

damage. They landed at 260/43 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang Tri 

Air Base, RVN) near Delta 12, a major interdiction point on the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The incident occurred in mid afternoon 

and the weather was marginal. By the time SAR forces started to 

arrive the weather had degenerated to the extent that the objective 

area was completely obscured by a rain squall. Bad weather, 

approaching darkness and intense enemy resistance prevented a pick 

up that day and caused a great deal of apprehension among the 

survivors who were well aware of their precarious position. When 

the downed crewmembers were informed that they would have to wait 

for a first light pick up,  Cobra 23 Alpha replied  mile won't be here 
154 

in the morning". 

(C) Hammer 52, a FAC (Forward Air Controller) was working a 

strike just south of the objective position and diverted at approx- 

imately 15301. to provide assistance. When he arrived there were 

already five other Hammer FAC's on scene as well as about 20 

helicopters. Hammer 62 located both survivors' parachutes and 

pointed them out to Sandy 09 who assumed On-Scene Command when he 

154. SARCO Report for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, Document hld. 
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arrived at 1600L. During low passes to determine the exact 

position of the survivors, both aircraft received intense ground 

fire from small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment 

and a tank parked on a hill about 300 meters to the west. 

During one pass Sandy 09 received battle damage and departed the 

area. After landing he determined that the aircraft had numerous 

holes shot in it and one hole in the right elevator was the size 

of a football.
155 

(C) Sandy 06 took charge as On-Scene Commander and by this 

time the weather had deteriorated making it virtually impossible 

to continue the search. Successive passes met with intense 

resistance. Poor visibility and approaching darkness made it 

impossible to pin point Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo's positions. 

The survivors were given bed down instructions and efforts for 

that day terminated. Meanwhile at TeePee (Command and Control 

Center at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB) plans were being formulated for 

the major effort that would commence at first light of the next 
156 

morning. 

(C) The next morning, 26 February 1971, Sandy 03/04 departed 

for the scene at 0440L. Upon arrival Sandy 03 took charge as On-

Scene Commander and relieved Hammer 40, a night FAC who had been 

monitoring the survivors' positions. Sandy 03 was able to locate 

the exact position of Cobra 23 Bravo but Alpha's area was 

obscured by very low clouds. Several sources of enemy resistance 

155. Ibid. 
156. Ibid. 
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were located on ridge lines in the area. A FAG, Hammer 4d, 

directed strikes by fast movers (jet aircraft) on these positions 

in an effort to sterilize the area. The weather remained 

marginal and Sandy 03/04 had to depart for low fuel prior to pin 

pointing both positions.
157 

(C) Sandy 05 took over as On-Scene Commander and soon the 

weather improved enough to permit positive identification of the 

downed crewmembers' positions. During each pass over the 

survivors the aircraft were subjected to enemy ground fire. 

Sandy 05/06 expended all of their ordnance on enemy positions 

prior to turning On-Scene Command over to Sandy 07 at approximately 

0900L. 158 

(C) Sandy 07/0d continued the sterilization process by 

locating resistance, marking it and striking enemy positions. The 

A-1's struck at positions near the survivors and four F-4's were 

called in to strike a ridge line which supported many gun anplace-

ments. The F-4's dropped napalm and the top of the entire ridge 

line went up in flames. No resistance was encountered from this 

area during the remainder of the effort. As the resistance 

diminished, Sandy 07 formulated a pick up plan which would take 

place within an hour. The Jolly Green helicopters would come in 

from the southwest over a friendly position about three miles from 

the survivors. Smoke would be used to mask off suspected enemy 

positions and obscure the survivors. The IP (Initial Point) and 

157. Ibid. 
158, Ibid. 	
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objective points would be marked and Sandy 09/10 would escort the 

low Jolly Green in for the pick up and back out the reverse route. 159  

(C) The pick up was executed and the effort went as planned. 

Hammer 54 controlled smoke placement which was provided by F-4 

aircraft. Three A-I's escorted the Jolly Green helicopter and 

sterilized his path. Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo expended their 

signal flares on command and were easily located. The survivors 

were picked up very quickly and the Jolly Green exited over the 

planned route and departed for DaNang Air Base, FIN. The Search 

and Recovery for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo was successfully completed 
160 

and the effort was terminated at 1437L. 

159. Ibid. 
160. Ibid. 
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on i9 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were 

survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang Mid, RVN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled in the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chippie 414, bailed out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy flog in the area made this recovery very difficult. 



T- 7'1,•$1. 

(• 
	

• • 	1 

;I C...!'irt.• ■ 	*. 	 , 	' 	IPILA 	23) 

260/4.,;(li1 

:-4-Arat• A-41e, i&i:iwponded until 26 Feb 71 

KinF 	flying oleic C' t. racived Vay Ca .y cal from. cobra 24 
atated-tRt Cbr 3alpha and bravo had ejected at 

260/4V( 103 and ta.. 	sae two (!,crod ohntoe. At 0728Z, Varner 04 
wee apeointe4 On--Socne—t.kcimp_nder(%)SC) and stated ee had contact 
with both survivore who r ,oported they were ckp:/. They were down Ap-
oro71tratey 300400 fratere 	of flrebese 31 whino wan then being 
overrun by tha enemy and Tumorous TIC actions wevci in progress. 

ri the folldwing 	rInutes Hammer 04 attempted to organize the 
SAIk for the crewmeMbra whilo ho ard other Min were directing air 
atrikoe in the immerAate v3cInity in support of 'the friehdly grew* 
troops. Jolly Greene (4). !andys (6) were requested at 0733Z; ei,ftbkal 
and CM upload were dIroct 	iU iU CAP, ritOtiiVuitb border olear.‘ 
&nee. At 0610V4  ;.,somtr 40 aseumed OM replacing HAMIlibr 04 who v114 
bingo fnel• Weather in the SPA arta was rapidly deterioratiagehd 
low cloude hampered the rescue effort for the eurvivore who were re-
ported to be sTproNimately 1000 ,  o th eaet side of a WA, :  Hammer 
40 worked some ft movors with shako anci nerre in &r atten*, te IMP"- 
press heavy groun fire tror small arms, automatic 7-feapene =4 Imm-
oral enswy tane that were closing in on the fire. Ncotareux ar 
bursts were also observe4 from suspected AAA, both 23101 and 3WM. 
At 0900Z, `iandys 	and 10 wore on even receiving a briefiAg Crusi 
HaLmler 40 when Sandy 10 took h h7',A and decided to Rib Channel DO 
•ecortee by Rammer 62. King 27 *CAP airborne at (.).;:06Z enreute to 
the scene to eat as backup LMC and atandby 	pooable AA. At 0910Z, 
Sandy 10 returned to the moon* after'dotermining that hie dasiage ama 
not too severe. At 09I$Z a TK alert in the vieinity of the BAR scene 

Oroadcsst whisks wee shut C?F through Queen. At 0930Z bandy 10 
again toolv vound fire, dropped - his fuel tank and wE,s forced to irril 
Channel 771 Bandy 06 wnv then 4irected to the scene z:s a replazemont. 
Ao Of 0945Z the weather was looking grim and ground arelair berate 
were still heavy, however the survivors repo.,.ted everythis44 okay* 
At 0957Z, Rammer 62 was hit with no serioue prohloms. At 1004Z 
sandy 09 dee1ared the area to be unworkable and thls survivor* were 
advieed to stay weal hidden. At 1026Z, Sandy 09 received mOitipi 
hits i hie stub knd conterliwa tanks and was atreaminc rueit 
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At 	/071_47 	 agficir7 grovolr1P. The positxon 7.1r 	 26.W431:6".J.:; p 	Sl;;467, 

	

 1' 	tm p..i.otted °tit to a pt)V,.tion ,,LOC; 
retElrf.s fresr- :• 	rled 	I ;6fln 	email n tre4n-A., -2,, 1/2 P.A north 
of fionte 	&re w 	tre:0)ely hos t 	 trt*OPt 
tonteet(TiC), A firtc•f 	/*base 11,K.in weters north *f the 
vors 	bcti, vrru ky 114 .#24-yzezy• during the initiAl Z•41 1. tffort 

	

tH 2 1:1,b„ 	 t,Nt, 9fre% were supported h:f tauksp largs 
(,1•.•31 1.bre tvic,:tirtretgt, 	an 2. 	, 	 I' 	k httfors c2 piekap 
ef., U16 rift/ lea414. 	t. the, 	• ,,,or.74 23 A.lphr tte-ri i:ravo were instrusupo, 
fa,  dig in ror tha. Lht aric! bi 	 for • A fir:it 1",.; 17-frht effort the 
f/.'111DAA8 =1"miD.L.Th i 	 briefed ti-Itt aircraft would 
to aver their pos.5 tion 	r5r ttic nt.t.ro night . 	zity 'ire net to 
Vitt e their 14-1•Irvival mitt ,  , 	et,.;.•.zerv7, -.1•IF the 1,4 t tart on I  tinless it 
wps sheclixtly neeetio,n: . 

25/2122Z King 21 /AAP tkIrt3nrace 	 tbc• &AP. aroas 
Mng .21 erriret.; Rt tt c- <t 	of 	1)1",1'3 t2f.:;/,2.)55 
rii, 2,,  contect. WAPJ ova•tnn;LehvO 
(rlaroship) 7,:to were eoricthlt they 
had riot bad ,,:oritact vit.!) 	t...-2..dkv, or 	 tr. ,•. ,-,.,r7or 77 Iv— 

	

•
ported that therm w*re 	 tb7pe 	v:145y 	of L2.31 
about 2 kl'i.otelro trry-, 	t,t,  J 	 sighting 

	

of al-  enemy" tan,t1 with e 	,Ae.1 Gun % 	zaltbrls.4 	Ap.41,40 tensive smell arms rift. Weather 1r the ;Area 	bsports4 by 
or 77 as :,4 4000 M4:1 aroimr 4, dlee v;ldbtlit.; 4t0 ,OM6 ,  patohss of' of ovum! tOg 	:lerkstirØ 	r.) tt-.or m.m.4r d 	thorouah 
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with UfJere 23 Porst .” 
F70rvi.vr)rs rktported 

;:A'r, 	Ulorv-  k.4 =4 	e.:05%an,al..V41,  011074 

ovrvivnrs that ,Eandi 
.t.= 	. 	SAE. effort hr-Ai coaranagld. 

ste 	had c , . , , ct with the 01 urvivers 
yfrom 

::;hcrtly 1..,AreNTter 

.A0:1‘t t1 t,411,41 	 iti biy .tAke:in %hat King 24 wmild op 
the t4ftimr aletrr.t. 	 7 	ehraqtt to CT; 103 to drop off 
A dee*W aha 1..0111:! then 	 alert. King 21 requerted 
that JO 67 remain nt 	 b* lal,mthed from Ch 77 to 0 ' 
103. This: would put t.:m, 	 ;Inly Cj, mile* from the Sa snO 
greAtly e:Altedite the reto7, 	whoti 	:Area iEperedosivs. (4mpen 
concurred 4.nd JO 65 	lt-nehed to Cit 103 at :0/22357. At 25/230V, 
At WW9 decidvI that tn. 71 !4c1.4 wnuld go to n lf)3 and stand alert 
anti JO 6, sPd 47 would orbit AL the holdin,• point y  whieh was 20/25/ 
13. The helicopters were slolned 07 Sandy 0'; ana 06 at the noldAng 
point. 

The weather in the .araa was good y  W. fog over the survivors pre-
veutsd hd2r 03 frcsr pt 	ring the zurvivort. During this period 
airstrikes were put in by ttie HAsur,or ?AC's: to supprase enemy abve-
rent in the are,.).. The fag startad.Lift:Ing et 26/0200 and the 0.50 
began pinpointing the aurvivers. Oroutd•fire was soon ea each pAr ,q" 
During the entire SO effort Akre Light ettikv'e were fregged in as 
close se 4nY rival tl-e Ilurvivoz, e'. Through clorze (=ordination with 
6•1• SAR Fore.* the ;.7,AR. effort wa4 able to oontInue, laaay trvaks 
V?tre seen coadng down the read Prc.m the north by eoveral area PAC. 
The were al,teckqd by Air striko7, 

After tueerous airstriket in the LAC. area the, OSC y  3andy 07 eon-. 
Sidered the nre& porm1F4tve for a :44: attesIpt. At 26/0405Z King 2'1 
directed thA tTC 71 	72 be launched as oachul; for JO 65 and 67. 
AL W.3/043007. NRITy A-4 1, ,Lri:;r&A put in smoks •tz.).  b1osk tns rka d4 (jec-
tive fre:,,n1 ths enemy. L3oth rurvivors reported they were in flue 
shape. Phae Alphe W4S begun at 2004402. 60 6.! picked up Court 
Z3 Alphs 	26/0450Z and Cobra 23- 6ravo et 26/041n. During the 
pi.oe.- v;p jCi- 65 received 13 hitef ero7a enemy yr:und fire. At 26/0455Z 
X 65 1,:w ci.717er of the area and n11 (orcc 	Te direeted to FiTii by 
King 0_, 
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70, 	 ;41 snrafr,  

R:40, 41/.4:4N.n 
17:4 .gt 

• 	r , 

On 

(2141.4 03 71" . n02-0125L) 
sano 	(04357-0210Z; 

A ovf,-3.01 , 11..e€4  

Ak, 	Frmk 
VP 46jrNr rfilOey 

Thetftum 
RO n5rt 

MSgt IA0.1-ate 
FE T5gt L10.1) 

LW *Ft Pattermon 
LN SfIrt tArrett 

t GRAland 

;AWAttt 07 (04.07,-04W) 

:ir rn, 2) . 	 x 65A  67, 71 0  7;:, 57 and 60 (118-5:i) 
01 , 02 , 7:E 	r' rt. 	07, CA, 09, 10, ii, /14r1 

AlrcrP7ft 

f,11gn4r.'ck 951 I-Light (A.110 
	

kingyiec 95) Flight (A-4) 

FAG Aircraft 

Wolf 03 (T-4) 	 HT...mar 40, 43, 	77, mud SMOV-10) 

Entriko Aircraft (Wended Ordnance) 

Ounfishter Flights 014  i. 34, 42 040 
Cctra el&ete 03, 25 (F-:4 ) 	 Ribgrck 207 Fliplit (A-4) 

Did rat Exmen0 Ordnance 

Gunfighter Flifhts 40, 44, 93 (9-4) Ringneck 201 Flight (4144) 
iiockey FlAght (7-4) 	 Jazz Flight (1-4) 
Chippy Fliekta 400, 412 (A-7) 	Banyan Flight (F-4) 
Jerry 303 Flieht (A-7) 

Other Forum 

C.1114:vo., 22 (Flareship) 

f7-1L-0 
ROM 4. bELORENZO, Major, USAF 
Aircraft Coonander/Airborhe Miesion Cegeorder 
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54 
capt Peter J. Ruppert 
064-32-5323PR 

At approximately 1530 I vos workinG a strike just south of Delta 3e when heard a mayday call OA auard say143 that Cobra 23 had, been hit and ' 
was jumping out. The call also included, a nn and Radial which was the 26440 of Clt 103: I at the time was On the 275/40 017 103. 
I finished the airetrikt and proceeded to the 260/40 to see if I 

could be of assist:41o0. Upon arrival I saw many airplanes ir the area so climbed to 10,500 feet to stay.eut of the way. There were five add.- itional OV 10te all dammer Face, at least I preeuned, them to ho l  about 20 choppers or so and I do not know how many fast mwers. Hamaer :  229 va3 vorking a TIC at the time as well as the OAR and I aaked if 1 
could be of help. he told me yes since he was out of rockets. I went 
down and took over for him. 1 saw both survivors chutes and plotted their positioA. Hammer 04 was 'made on7.,s0eae commander by Xing and I continued workiag the TIC. Hammer 04 RTZ due to lo v fuel and U-40 re-lieved him. / was relieved by a-223. After landing, 11-04 aad myttelf 
went back out to the scene at 615 and 11-62 along with Sandy 05 and 	'- 06 were talking to the surlavor. 11-62 did not know the exact location.so 2-04 and myself went into the area and showed Sandyls location. We were then informed by ifillsboro to ole3r the area to the east since 	' they had heavy artillery Going in and could net shut it ofr. The 3andyls we then held east for ap2roximately 10-15 minutes.. Hy the time we ' Were cleared back in, it was 1900 hoLuv. The Sandys 	ua mada re- - peat ed pase,n) over mrevivors position* but took heavy AAA :which oame from a tank that oat approximately"500 meters west of the survivors on top of the hill. Both survivors were talking and informed us of a lot of ground fire everTtime a Sandy made a pass. The snrvivorseall-ed for atiop and TWIG0Y but Sandy lead told them that it was getting too late and that they should hide themselves, not to worry ., that there would be a lac over them 

all night, to oonserve their radios and use it only if absolutely necessary  and that we (lsadye) would be back 	' at first light to pick them up. Cobra 23Atel reply was that sSre would not be hare in the morning". The San4ye antd and B-04 and Yself staYsd on station until 11-79 (the first night loao) oame out and we ehowed his both euretvoral pasitIons and also where the tank was that was ShOOting at us. 2-79 then took over on Scene and we (14 & 54) RTBta. To Show 
„ 41" 

Sandy's Position Of Survivors. 	
/0 

Feb 	 mrt 0-4 	•, EZ—nrst Hammer Pao to launch, was 11
-40 and he arrived on station at 0600.4_4 Hs informed us that the weather Wae 
bad awl that he bad not made oentaacYie' 

with the survivors. At approximately 0600 H-40 Wormed up that they' .ad reestablished. reestablished. Contact with both L & 11 but the weather was still too• bad to work the un. At 0900 1-40 called us and told us to launch the sari Pho for the ;51n. I, 	launched and arrivad on station at Proximately 1000am. 11-40 RTBI4 and Sandy WI 8,.06 war. OA stAti0A4 .'  ! , 	 , 
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• 
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relilVed 05 & n6 end 07 became on- 
ucone-,  owewanuur. The weather began to clear up quite rapidly and We 
had about a 8-10,000 1  overcast. Sandys 07 & 08 proceeded to talk to the 
survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position. I asked 
Sandy 07 if he knew where both survivors were and he said that he knew 
'where Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo was. I then pointed Bravos° 
Chute out to 07 which he had not seen before. (Ch yea, Alpha had pulled his 
Chute in about a half an hour after he ejected on the 251.,h and it could not be 
seen anymore) When the Sandys made the passes the survivors informed them that 
they were taking ground fire and the approximate position where it came from. 
The.Sandys than began to sterilize the area by making repeated passes. 
Sandy 07 then ahowed me where he wanted some airetrikes put and for the next 
2* hours I put airstrikes in around the survivors while the Sandys were 
working in close proximity of the 'survivors with their own ordnance. At 
approximately 1230 Sandy 09 &10 checked in with the choppers and at approx-
imately 1315 it was decided to go ahead with the pickup. Sandy 07 told me 
where to by down the smoke and I thou worked Ringnick 957 flight and laid 
the smoke down. The Sand7s 	of them) then really worked the immediate area 
over and the chopper (65) was then brought in from the IP. Two other Sandys 
were laying down CSU on both sides of the Choppers route and Cobra 23A was 
picked up first. After Bravo was picked Up the chopper exited the area 
by means of the same route that he entered. The whole pickup took about 
15 minutia. It was a well planned end well executed mission. 

?ITER Jr. RUPPERT, Capt, USAY 
HAMMER 54 
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FLMONG SCHEDULE 

PILOT 

CAPT MADDEN 
MAJ DE FELICE 
ILT WILSON 
LT/COL BRUSHS 
LT/COL ADAMS 
ILT TATE/SHI 
CAPT SMITH 

ROUSSEL 
GAPT KEETER 
ILT CARMICHAEL 

CALL nor; 
SAND! 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 

25 Feb 71 

1500 
1500 
4:430 

1470".: 
1450 ' 

R,EMARKS 

MON 
UBON 
NKP - Held By Jack 
HKP - Held By Jack 

On-Scene-Oommander 
FROM BIEN HO& 
FROM BIEN HO& 
On-Scene-Commander 

CAFT LORENZE4/1 
 MU J DONALDSCW 

COL WALSH 

HOBO 
32 
	

1405 

33 
	

1405 

5.5 

5.5 

LT/COL STONZ 
1LT LION 
MAJ WOLCOTT 
41LAJ ROBERTS, J. 

, SMOKE 
41 
42 
43 
44 

GA 
GA 
GA 
GA 

• 
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la 
u15 

0438 ! 
0438 
0447 • 
0447 
0800 
0800 
0820' 
0820 !! 
0955 

R. 	F 

.1445 

Ala 

2.7 , 
2.7 
4.5 
447 
5.3 
5.3. 
4.7 
4.7 
4.9 
3.2 
3.4 

GA ' 
GA, 

, GA 
GA 

1.40 

GA 
GA 
GA ° 
at 

ARIAM 
FROM UBON 
FROM UBON 
On-Scene-Commander 

Oa-Soene-Commander 

On-Scene-ComMander 

AIR ABORT 

AIR GROUND 

ani FROM QUM MT 

.s 	. 

t 	. wrrt 
!LIM SCHEDULE 

24 Rib 71 

,GAILLAIM 
SANDr 

CAPT MADDEN . 	01 
RAJ DE FELICE 02 
'IT/COL STONE 03 
1LT MATERS 04 
CAPT ROBERTS, P. 05 
ILT LYON 06 
CAPT.  RENTZ 07 
CAPT PHILIPS , 	08 
UT WILSON 09 
COL ROUGH 10 
LT/COL DUN WOOD! 11 
CAPT TAYLOR 12 
MAJ WOLCOTT 13 
11T,EI14ND 14 
MM PLACE 15 
CAPT STEWART 16 
CAP'' RENTZ \ 07 

SWUM 
MAT BELT 

' LT/UOL HURRAY '.. 	42 
ILT TIPTON 	 43 

• GAPT Man 	44 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



OfiffitiNTIAI 

FaCtis 1 scs (cc) 	 9 Mar 71 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Cobra A & 

TN DO 

1. A sucoessfUl rescue was conducted on 26 Feb 71 for two arewmembers 
of Cobra 23. The aircraft, an F4D out of Phu Cat AB, RVN, went down 
at approximately 14151, 25 Feb 71, on the 260 0  radial for 431M of Channel 
103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during 
the reeoue effort. All timee.are Thailand local. 

2. Al; 1430L, 25 rob 1971, A SAR wiet declared for Cobra ae. (Atch 1) 
The aircraft was downed by enemy g.t....are in the vicinity of D-12, two 
parachutes hae been observed and radio contact had been made with both 
survivors. The area was extremely hostile with active firefigets and 
continuous airstrikes being put in. Hammer FaCa were controlling all 
02 activity in the area. (Ateh 2) 

3. At the time the SA R was declared Jaek ecrambled Sandyrs 09/10 from 
Da Nang, 05/06 from NIT and directed that Sandy's 05/04 Were to remain 
on ground alert at HCCP. 05/06 were to be escorts for Jolly Greens 
66/72 which were scrambled from ,Da Nang. Sandy's 07/08 launched from 
Bien Hoa on their normal redeeley and were diverted to the SAR along 
with Hobo' 32/33 who were RTB with ordnance due to deteriorating 
weather in their target area. These were the forces participating in 
the first day effort. (Atch 3) 

.•. 
4. Sandy 09/10 arrived on adene at approximately 1600L and after being 
briefed by dammer 40, 09 assumed on-scene comnand. (Atch 4) The 
weather in tee objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and 
intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts were made to penetrate the 
weather in an effort to pinpoint the survivors. Heavy ground fire was 
observed on alt attempts and about the time the general area of tae sur-
vivors was determined,/  Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and exiseed the 
area to cheek damage. The inclement weather prevented full utilization 
Of ft mover strikes however, Hammer 62 put in any he could. jandy 10 
had determined the damage was restricted to his external tanks, which he 
jettisoned, at he returned to the scene. At approximately 1620L, King 
ordered all Sea forces out of the area due to 4 TPQ alert called on 	' 
guard. At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTB due to /ow fuel co Sandy 06 was di-
eected to the scene as low wing. (itch 5) The effort to pinpoint the 
survivors oontinued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits 
in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external 
tanks. Se jettisoned his load and aTB 1 d. Channel 77 at approximately 1730. 
Later inspection revealed in exoese of 10 entry holes in the aircraft 
With one the size of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 assumed' 
On-eceae command and 05 wai called down to join him. dobo's 32 and 33 . 

arrived after being released from the 	 • 
Jigfiad to escort the tJollies. Won 6) hero plyit L..imectibrrNafMT41 OEED " 	 • 

irclkiOn:STROY. • 
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