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COBRA 23 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Search and Recovery forces encountered intense resis-

tance and marginal weather during a two day effort which resulted 

in the successful rescue of Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo. The two F-4 

crewmembers ejected in hostile territory after sustaining battle 

damage. They landed at 260/43 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang Tri 

Air Base, RVN) near Delta 12, a major interdiction point on the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The incident occurred in mid afternoon 

and the weather was marginal. By the time SAR forces started to 

arrive the weather had degenerated to the extent that the objective 

area was completely obscured by a rain squall. Bad weather, 

approaching darkness and intense enemy resistance prevented a pick 

up that day and caused a great deal of apprehension among the 

survivors who were well aware of their precarious position. When 

the downed crewmembers were informed that they would have to wait 

for a first light pick up,  Cobra 23 Alpha replied  mile won't be here 
154 

in the morning". 

(C) Hammer 52, a FAC (Forward Air Controller) was working a 

strike just south of the objective position and diverted at approx- 

imately 15301. to provide assistance. When he arrived there were 

already five other Hammer FAC's on scene as well as about 20 

helicopters. Hammer 62 located both survivors' parachutes and 

pointed them out to Sandy 09 who assumed On-Scene Command when he 

154. SARCO Report for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, Document hld. 
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arrived at 1600L. During low passes to determine the exact 

position of the survivors, both aircraft received intense ground 

fire from small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment 

and a tank parked on a hill about 300 meters to the west. 

During one pass Sandy 09 received battle damage and departed the 

area. After landing he determined that the aircraft had numerous 

holes shot in it and one hole in the right elevator was the size 

of a football.
155 

(C) Sandy 06 took charge as On-Scene Commander and by this 

time the weather had deteriorated making it virtually impossible 

to continue the search. Successive passes met with intense 

resistance. Poor visibility and approaching darkness made it 

impossible to pin point Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo's positions. 

The survivors were given bed down instructions and efforts for 

that day terminated. Meanwhile at TeePee (Command and Control 

Center at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB) plans were being formulated for 

the major effort that would commence at first light of the next 
156 

morning. 

(C) The next morning, 26 February 1971, Sandy 03/04 departed 

for the scene at 0440L. Upon arrival Sandy 03 took charge as On-

Scene Commander and relieved Hammer 40, a night FAC who had been 

monitoring the survivors' positions. Sandy 03 was able to locate 

the exact position of Cobra 23 Bravo but Alpha's area was 

obscured by very low clouds. Several sources of enemy resistance 

155. Ibid. 
156. Ibid. 
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were located on ridge lines in the area. A FAG, Hammer 4d, 

directed strikes by fast movers (jet aircraft) on these positions 

in an effort to sterilize the area. The weather remained 

marginal and Sandy 03/04 had to depart for low fuel prior to pin 

pointing both positions.
157 

(C) Sandy 05 took over as On-Scene Commander and soon the 

weather improved enough to permit positive identification of the 

downed crewmembers' positions. During each pass over the 

survivors the aircraft were subjected to enemy ground fire. 

Sandy 05/06 expended all of their ordnance on enemy positions 

prior to turning On-Scene Command over to Sandy 07 at approximately 

0900L. 158 

(C) Sandy 07/0d continued the sterilization process by 

locating resistance, marking it and striking enemy positions. The 

A-1's struck at positions near the survivors and four F-4's were 

called in to strike a ridge line which supported many gun anplace-

ments. The F-4's dropped napalm and the top of the entire ridge 

line went up in flames. No resistance was encountered from this 

area during the remainder of the effort. As the resistance 

diminished, Sandy 07 formulated a pick up plan which would take 

place within an hour. The Jolly Green helicopters would come in 

from the southwest over a friendly position about three miles from 

the survivors. Smoke would be used to mask off suspected enemy 

positions and obscure the survivors. The IP (Initial Point) and 

157. Ibid. 
158, Ibid. 	
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objective points would be marked and Sandy 09/10 would escort the 

low Jolly Green in for the pick up and back out the reverse route. 159  

(C) The pick up was executed and the effort went as planned. 

Hammer 54 controlled smoke placement which was provided by F-4 

aircraft. Three A-I's escorted the Jolly Green helicopter and 

sterilized his path. Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo expended their 

signal flares on command and were easily located. The survivors 

were picked up very quickly and the Jolly Green exited over the 

planned route and departed for DaNang Air Base, FIN. The Search 

and Recovery for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo was successfully completed 
160 

and the effort was terminated at 1437L. 

159. Ibid. 
160. Ibid. 
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on i9 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were 

survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang Mid, RVN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled in the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chippie 414, bailed out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy flog in the area made this recovery very difficult. 
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:-4-Arat• A-41e, i&i:iwponded until 26 Feb 71 

KinF 	flying oleic C' t. racived Vay Ca .y cal from. cobra 24 
atated-tRt Cbr 3alpha and bravo had ejected at 

260/4V( 103 and ta.. 	sae two (!,crod ohntoe. At 0728Z, Varner 04 
wee apeointe4 On--Socne—t.kcimp_nder(%)SC) and stated ee had contact 
with both survivore who r ,oported they were ckp:/. They were down Ap-
oro71tratey 300400 fratere 	of flrebese 31 whino wan then being 
overrun by tha enemy and Tumorous TIC actions wevci in progress. 

ri the folldwing 	rInutes Hammer 04 attempted to organize the 
SAIk for the crewmeMbra whilo ho ard other Min were directing air 
atrikoe in the immerAate v3cInity in support of 'the friehdly grew* 
troops. Jolly Greene (4). !andys (6) were requested at 0733Z; ei,ftbkal 
and CM upload were dIroct 	iU iU CAP, ritOtiiVuitb border olear.‘ 
&nee. At 0610V4  ;.,somtr 40 aseumed OM replacing HAMIlibr 04 who v114 
bingo fnel• Weather in the SPA arta was rapidly deterioratiagehd 
low cloude hampered the rescue effort for the eurvivore who were re-
ported to be sTproNimately 1000 ,  o th eaet side of a WA, :  Hammer 
40 worked some ft movors with shako anci nerre in &r atten*, te IMP"- 
press heavy groun fire tror small arms, automatic 7-feapene =4 Imm-
oral enswy tane that were closing in on the fire. Ncotareux ar 
bursts were also observe4 from suspected AAA, both 23101 and 3WM. 
At 0900Z, `iandys 	and 10 wore on even receiving a briefiAg Crusi 
HaLmler 40 when Sandy 10 took h h7',A and decided to Rib Channel DO 
•ecortee by Rammer 62. King 27 *CAP airborne at (.).;:06Z enreute to 
the scene to eat as backup LMC and atandby 	pooable AA. At 0910Z, 
Sandy 10 returned to the moon* after'dotermining that hie dasiage ama 
not too severe. At 09I$Z a TK alert in the vieinity of the BAR scene 

Oroadcsst whisks wee shut C?F through Queen. At 0930Z bandy 10 
again toolv vound fire, dropped - his fuel tank and wE,s forced to irril 
Channel 771 Bandy 06 wnv then 4irected to the scene z:s a replazemont. 
Ao Of 0945Z the weather was looking grim and ground arelair berate 
were still heavy, however the survivors repo.,.ted everythis44 okay* 
At 0957Z, Rammer 62 was hit with no serioue prohloms. At 1004Z 
sandy 09 dee1ared the area to be unworkable and thls survivor* were 
advieed to stay weal hidden. At 1026Z, Sandy 09 received mOitipi 
hits i hie stub knd conterliwa tanks and was atreaminc rueit 

t- 	 '74 5otcrva1s.., • 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



..; 

• ),,N 

	

I 	! 	 ' 	 r 

, 	 , 	 • 	 V', 	irt‘ 	tiri..% rr,lip, • 
• .:„ 	, 4 	 %WI:kills, 	• 	, 

• • 

• 7 	• ! 	I 	 ` 

, 	 k • 	 .:,114-; 61u ,  

	

N • 1707' 	 tt3 	' 	• 	' ' ' - 	it '; 	•- oht- rV-44  Vele 	3 - 	. 	l'.&troLer 

• • 	 .•r , 	, j  t 

	

:-• 	 ';; 	 • 	 • 	 t... 	• 	 L 	•nr•-• 

	

° 	■"'.c 	4• 	' )" 	, 	„ 	 , 	••1•• - 	. 'Y 	' $ 	) 

	

riorr 	 :•' 	.? 	 • 	r.; 	 re.tycl.g/ 

	

.,•cf., 1 	' 	 . 

	

; 	 /. 51r01.4h 

	

: 	 no 1 1 .) 	• 1. 	i,r 	. 	. 	" 	• 	"4: g 1.1 J. 5_ 	6.110 

1c 	 •,:t•trurnAal• bur• 

, 

47, 	r o st 

r 
t 

,tct  

• (1. Oa 	Kid  

•r.a>o • 

T 

	

'•t•- t. 	• 

Vit 	 tut •1‘4t, ;rood 

3., 8) 	 ek 214 
Xrq 2? 	 :I, 0 ";"' 
Jc;11) (Ireen f: 5, N.), t•; / , 

.nd:,- 05 1  06„ CCj, oe t  
Ii01-.0 32, 31 	 0'. 

R‘zrAgf=r 04, 40,  
'71't movers 	Atittri' 	A  

	

17.3"Cc 	 i•61 	 ts of 	&11(Ji;rAtea) 

	

- • 	— 	t 

11N  
L. 	ertitt C.; t7roLtir)kii.)riA ir orrie ;'1'1•Com.n.s9t4,fr 

• 

	

. 	:.........*o.t..`-4 lev, g 
I 

; 	i ' ' ' ,.I 	. 	; 	' 	. 	. 	' 	- 	. 	■ ' 	1 V ,: ( '; 	, 
1 	 1 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



T • 	
7"' • 	 • 

	

3 	2. ; 

$.r! 

	

'71 .?.4. 	AL-4:errvie 	.7onriar•!er(4_-;(1 

	

11014ri.e 4i, 	• •-• 	 f, ,.%4:4C) the, 1:iti cr•tv ws“" 	r'••••• 
erv. 

-.0y: 	 01).1c:•:.A.kve of 'VA PRR ;,,710 -re two 

	

wt.* 	 'rof211 their 

	

At 	/071_47 	 agficir7 grovolr1P. The positxon 7.1r 	 26.W431:6".J.:; p 	Sl;;467, 

	

 1' 	tm p..i.otted °tit to a pt)V,.tion ,,LOC; 
retElrf.s fresr- :• 	rled 	I ;6fln 	email n tre4n-A., -2,, 1/2 P.A north 
of fionte 	&re w 	tre:0)ely hos t 	 trt*OPt 
tonteet(TiC), A firtc•f 	/*base 11,K.in weters north *f the 
vors 	bcti, vrru ky 114 .#24-yzezy• during the initiAl Z•41 1. tffort 

	

tH 2 1:1,b„ 	 t,Nt, 9fre% were supported h:f tauksp largs 
(,1•.•31 1.bre tvic,:tirtretgt, 	an 2. 	, 	 I' 	k httfors c2 piekap 
ef., U16 rift/ lea414. 	t. the, 	• ,,,or.74 23 A.lphr tte-ri i:ravo were instrusupo, 
fa,  dig in ror tha. Lht aric! bi 	 for • A fir:it 1",.; 17-frht effort the 
f/.'111DAA8 =1"miD.L.Th i 	 briefed ti-Itt aircraft would 
to aver their pos.5 tion 	r5r ttic nt.t.ro night . 	zity 'ire net to 
Vitt e their 14-1•Irvival mitt ,  , 	et,.;.•.zerv7, -.1•IF the 1,4 t tart on I  tinless it 
wps sheclixtly neeetio,n: . 

25/2122Z King 21 /AAP tkIrt3nrace 	 tbc• &AP. aroas 
Mng .21 erriret.; Rt tt c- <t 	of 	1)1",1'3 t2f.:;/,2.)55 
rii, 2,,  contect. WAPJ ova•tnn;LehvO 
(rlaroship) 7,:to were eoricthlt they 
had riot bad ,,:oritact vit.!) 	t...-2..dkv, or 	 tr. ,•. ,-,.,r7or 77 Iv— 

	

•
ported that therm w*re 	 tb7pe 	v:145y 	of L2.31 
about 2 kl'i.otelro trry-, 	t,t,  J 	 sighting 

	

of al-  enemy" tan,t1 with e 	,Ae.1 Gun % 	zaltbrls.4 	Ap.41,40 tensive smell arms rift. Weather 1r the ;Area 	bsports4 by 
or 77 as :,4 4000 M4:1 aroimr 4, dlee v;ldbtlit.; 4t0 ,OM6 ,  patohss of' of ovum! tOg 	:lerkstirØ 	r.) tt-.or m.m.4r d 	thorouah 
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with UfJere 23 Porst .” 
F70rvi.vr)rs rktported 

;:A'r, 	Ulorv-  k.4 =4 	e.:05%an,al..V41,  011074 

ovrvivnrs that ,Eandi 
.t.= 	. 	SAE. effort hr-Ai coaranagld. 

ste 	had c , . , , ct with the 01 urvivers 
yfrom 

::;hcrtly 1..,AreNTter 

.A0:1‘t t1 t,411,41 	 iti biy .tAke:in %hat King 24 wmild op 
the t4ftimr aletrr.t. 	 7 	ehraqtt to CT; 103 to drop off 
A dee*W aha 1..0111:! then 	 alert. King 21 requerted 
that JO 67 remain nt 	 b* lal,mthed from Ch 77 to 0 ' 
103. This: would put t.:m, 	 ;Inly Cj, mile* from the Sa snO 
greAtly e:Altedite the reto7, 	whoti 	:Area iEperedosivs. (4mpen 
concurred 4.nd JO 65 	lt-nehed to Cit 103 at :0/22357. At 25/230V, 
At WW9 decidvI that tn. 71 !4c1.4 wnuld go to n lf)3 and stand alert 
anti JO 6, sPd 47 would orbit AL the holdin,• point y  whieh was 20/25/ 
13. The helicopters were slolned 07 Sandy 0'; ana 06 at the noldAng 
point. 

The weather in the .araa was good y  W. fog over the survivors pre-
veutsd hd2r 03 frcsr pt 	ring the zurvivort. During this period 
airstrikes were put in by ttie HAsur,or ?AC's: to supprase enemy abve-
rent in the are,.).. The fag startad.Lift:Ing et 26/0200 and the 0.50 
began pinpointing the aurvivers. Oroutd•fire was soon ea each pAr ,q" 
During the entire SO effort Akre Light ettikv'e were fregged in as 
close se 4nY rival tl-e Ilurvivoz, e'. Through clorze (=ordination with 
6•1• SAR Fore.* the ;.7,AR. effort wa4 able to oontInue, laaay trvaks 
V?tre seen coadng down the read Prc.m the north by eoveral area PAC. 
The were al,teckqd by Air striko7, 

After tueerous airstriket in the LAC. area the, OSC y  3andy 07 eon-. 
Sidered the nre& porm1F4tve for a :44: attesIpt. At 26/0405Z King 2'1 
directed thA tTC 71 	72 be launched as oachul; for JO 65 and 67. 
AL W.3/043007. NRITy A-4 1, ,Lri:;r&A put in smoks •tz.).  b1osk tns rka d4 (jec-
tive fre:,,n1 ths enemy. L3oth rurvivors reported they were in flue 
shape. Phae Alphe W4S begun at 2004402. 60 6.! picked up Court 
Z3 Alphs 	26/0450Z and Cobra 23- 6ravo et 26/041n. During the 
pi.oe.- v;p jCi- 65 received 13 hitef ero7a enemy yr:und fire. At 26/0455Z 
X 65 1,:w ci.717er of the area and n11 (orcc 	Te direeted to FiTii by 
King 0_, 
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r. vi; •;logarA 
70, 	 ;41 snrafr,  

R:40, 41/.4:4N.n 
17:4 .gt 

• 	r , 

On 

(2141.4 03 71" . n02-0125L) 
sano 	(04357-0210Z; 

A ovf,-3.01 , 11..e€4  

Ak, 	Frmk 
VP 46jrNr rfilOey 

Thetftum 
RO n5rt 

MSgt IA0.1-ate 
FE T5gt L10.1) 

LW *Ft Pattermon 
LN SfIrt tArrett 

t GRAland 

;AWAttt 07 (04.07,-04W) 

:ir rn, 2) . 	 x 65A  67, 71 0  7;:, 57 and 60 (118-5:i) 
01 , 02 , 7:E 	r' rt. 	07, CA, 09, 10, ii, /14r1 

AlrcrP7ft 

f,11gn4r.'ck 951 I-Light (A.110 
	

kingyiec 95) Flight (A-4) 

FAG Aircraft 

Wolf 03 (T-4) 	 HT...mar 40, 43, 	77, mud SMOV-10) 

Entriko Aircraft (Wended Ordnance) 

Ounfishter Flights 014  i. 34, 42 040 
Cctra el&ete 03, 25 (F-:4 ) 	 Ribgrck 207 Fliplit (A-4) 

Did rat Exmen0 Ordnance 

Gunfighter Flifhts 40, 44, 93 (9-4) Ringneck 201 Flight (4144) 
iiockey FlAght (7-4) 	 Jazz Flight (1-4) 
Chippy Fliekta 400, 412 (A-7) 	Banyan Flight (F-4) 
Jerry 303 Flieht (A-7) 

Other Forum 

C.1114:vo., 22 (Flareship) 

f7-1L-0 
ROM 4. bELORENZO, Major, USAF 
Aircraft Coonander/Airborhe Miesion Cegeorder 
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HAMtBR 54 
Oapt PotC"r J. Ruppet't 
o64-;2-5;23rin 
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At a.ppraxi11lntel115'0 I Vt!.B Vorld.ng a. strike ju.st SO\l\h. .ot Delta 3& whu 
l beard a ma.Ydaf clll.l OA 6U&l'd aqia« tba.t Cobra 2~ haci been hit arid : 

. YafJ. jumping out. ~e cMl also included. a nm and. lladie.l.. ...ta.leh wa." th& : 
2.6C/ 40 or ell 10;; l nt the time was on t~e 275/ 40 "' lO-'• 

l .fi.tUsh1.1d th'!l e.irstrike ~ proceeded to tllQ 21>0/ 40 to see if l cou.l~ 
be of assiot~oe. Upon tll"l"i~nl I aa.w ~ airpl4Ms ir the a.rea ao I " 
oliQbed to 10.500 roet to st3y. out or the va:;r. ~ore vere five add­
itional fJ'I 10• s .cU.l Uaawer Paos, at lea.a~ I presuued, them to be, ; 
a.bout 20 ol\OPt>ers or oo o.nd. I do not kllov b.Ow ~ f'n.&t movtn'a. li&ader : 
229 1iaa vorldtJO a. fiC o. t the ti.Ilia as ~&ll fl.B tho ~hit a.nd l auked if 1 ' 
ooU.l.O. be or h .. lp. Ue tol d. me roa ai.BCQ ne wa.a out of roc~ata. I "e~t. : .. 
down and. took ov&r tor him. l Ball both surviwra chutes and ploited 
their posjtjo4,. J.IarMJar 04 vas 'made on.-soene OOIDll&l\der 'b7 ltiDg and I 1' 
continued 11Jorltioz th.e ?10· }1tl1'1111l&t 04 lt'l!il due to lov .fuel and tr .. 40 re- l~ 
lie~d hirn. 1: wa.s rel1.eved \l.Y' a .... 22~.. Alter landing, 1:1-04 and myself 
we.n.t ba.ck out to th& aoene a.t 6115 e.nd H-62 a.l.ong w1 th Saney 05 and ... 
06 'W9':'e tal.JdAg to the aur*vor. H-62 d.1d .aot Jeno" the exact looaUon .. · . . 
so n-04 and 111.Y'sel! went into· tbe araa an<!. enoved Snn~' s loaa.Uon. 'ie · 
vere then in.formed by iiillsboro to oleur trte a.ran. to the east sirtoe ' · 
t h6Y ha.d hea vy a:i.-tille:::-y G<>i..l\8 in. a.nd. OOuld. .a.ot sltut. it off,'• $.\$ 'Sandy\ e 
~t. we then held eJ.st f or ap;l1'oximately l0-15 min.utea... l3y the t.tmo we ' · 
ware oloa.red b<J.ok in, it WU l900' hour6. ' 1be S~t and. Us '01Ml49 re- .. : 

: ' l)eated pG.SB·?D over su:r:Vivors poait1on• but took hq~vy A.AA. ~ioll oamo 
fro.u a tank thnt Ga.t approxi~tel1 m metera vest or the 'urvivora 
on. top of ·th.e hill. · Botn eux"fi.Yol's ware talkinc Q.tld infm'111.ed us or 
e. lot ot ground fire ew-erytimEJ 4 8Md.Y 114de a pa.as. '.I.he surrt vors · oall-

. ed. for CHoP and 'r,lIQGY 'b\1t Sa.nd1 ).ell.d tQla. th.em that 1 t va, getting 
too late and tlu:l.t they should hide thesiaadves, n:>t to vorr,y~ th.at 
thsre vould be a Fae ovor the'lll alt nigut, to oon&erve ~neu radios a.n1. 
use it only .if a'bsol'u.tely noooGBal:'y and that-ve (SandJ'v) vould be bacie 
at firet ligbt to pick tnem u,p. .Qo'bra 2'-l.t• reply ns tbat iJve ~ou;ld 
not b& hera .itt tile morn.i.ns"• The So.a4,ya R'.t'J'd end B-04 Md. myself et&Yed 
OJl station WltU H-79 (the tirat Af.8bi Pao) oaiae out an.d. "' eh.owed nia 
'bo-th w.nt.vore' pcsitiona and &lao were th• 1lazsk vae t!ut vu aboot.f..a8 
at us. JJ..79 tbu took owr 04 •oaa.e and ve (04 & 54) an• I\. *Ta Sb.ow ~ 
Sandt' a l'oGiti<>n Of !>1U'Vi~a. fi, 111""' f~ 

26 ~b . ~ : 7141~ ();/. .. •, 
The first Bamm03:' FBo to laUllcb. wua .u ... 40 a.tzd he arr1Y•d on etation at 0600~'..:;~ 
Ile Wormd ue th~t the veathu -... ~ and tna.\ he bad. not aade oo.o.taot +'i',/fi. t 
dth the 8UM'ivors~ 4t approxjm&wl1 0800 U-40 Wonaed ua tnat tn•1·· ·: 1.:i~;'!.vj 
~ :teeata.bliahed contact with both 1 ~ ~ ou~ tne -w .. tner w-. atill too·:, ... : :. 
'oa<l. to work the s.A.n. At 0900 5-40 called ue and told ua to l&Uloh th. ; 
12Ct .Pao t~ tile SJR. I, ·B-54t lawi.ahld. t\Zld &rri.'ft4 ~». atat1on. a.t .. ~~"-.,. : 
t.pproximatel1 l000aza. B-40 am•cl "14- .a~ .2',·.• ·06 vu. oA eto.tioa.. " · i ,, . ik~1~ · . 
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relilVed 05 & n6 end 07 became on- 
ucone-,  owewanuur. The weather began to clear up quite rapidly and We 
had about a 8-10,000 1  overcast. Sandys 07 & 08 proceeded to talk to the 
survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position. I asked 
Sandy 07 if he knew where both survivors were and he said that he knew 
'where Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo was. I then pointed Bravos° 
Chute out to 07 which he had not seen before. (Ch yea, Alpha had pulled his 
Chute in about a half an hour after he ejected on the 251.,h and it could not be 
seen anymore) When the Sandys made the passes the survivors informed them that 
they were taking ground fire and the approximate position where it came from. 
The.Sandys than began to sterilize the area by making repeated passes. 
Sandy 07 then ahowed me where he wanted some airetrikes put and for the next 
2* hours I put airstrikes in around the survivors while the Sandys were 
working in close proximity of the 'survivors with their own ordnance. At 
approximately 1230 Sandy 09 &10 checked in with the choppers and at approx-
imately 1315 it was decided to go ahead with the pickup. Sandy 07 told me 
where to by down the smoke and I thou worked Ringnick 957 flight and laid 
the smoke down. The Sand7s 	of them) then really worked the immediate area 
over and the chopper (65) was then brought in from the IP. Two other Sandys 
were laying down CSU on both sides of the Choppers route and Cobra 23A was 
picked up first. After Bravo was picked Up the chopper exited the area 
by means of the same route that he entered. The whole pickup took about 
15 minutia. It was a well planned end well executed mission. 

?ITER Jr. RUPPERT, Capt, USAY 
HAMMER 54 

. 	 • 	 ' 	' 	•" 
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FLMONG SCHEDULE 

PILOT 

CAPT MADDEN 
MAJ DE FELICE 
ILT WILSON 
LT/COL BRUSHS 
LT/COL ADAMS 
ILT TATE/SHI 
CAPT SMITH 

ROUSSEL 
GAPT KEETER 
ILT CARMICHAEL 

CALL nor; 
SAND! 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 

25 Feb 71 

1500 
1500 
4:430 

1470".: 
1450 ' 

R,EMARKS 

MON 
UBON 
NKP - Held By Jack 
HKP - Held By Jack 

On-Scene-Oommander 
FROM BIEN HO& 
FROM BIEN HO& 
On-Scene-Commander 

CAFT LORENZE4/1 
 MU J DONALDSCW 

COL WALSH 

HOBO 
32 
	

1405 

33 
	

1405 

5.5 

5.5 

LT/COL STONZ 
1LT LION 
MAJ WOLCOTT 
41LAJ ROBERTS, J. 

, SMOKE 
41 
42 
43 
44 

GA 
GA 
GA 
GA 

• 
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la 
u15 

0438 ! 
0438 
0447 • 
0447 
0800 
0800 
0820' 
0820 !! 
0955 

R. 	F 

.1445 

Ala 

2.7 , 
2.7 
4.5 
447 
5.3 
5.3. 
4.7 
4.7 
4.9 
3.2 
3.4 

GA ' 
GA, 

, GA 
GA 

1.40 

GA 
GA 
GA ° 
at 

ARIAM 
FROM UBON 
FROM UBON 
On-Scene-Commander 

Oa-Soene-Commander 

On-Scene-ComMander 

AIR ABORT 

AIR GROUND 

ani FROM QUM MT 

.s 	. 

t 	. wrrt 
!LIM SCHEDULE 

24 Rib 71 

,GAILLAIM 
SANDr 

CAPT MADDEN . 	01 
RAJ DE FELICE 02 
'IT/COL STONE 03 
1LT MATERS 04 
CAPT ROBERTS, P. 05 
ILT LYON 06 
CAPT.  RENTZ 07 
CAPT PHILIPS , 	08 
UT WILSON 09 
COL ROUGH 10 
LT/COL DUN WOOD! 11 
CAPT TAYLOR 12 
MAJ WOLCOTT 13 
11T,EI14ND 14 
MM PLACE 15 
CAPT STEWART 16 
CAP'' RENTZ \ 07 

SWUM 
MAT BELT 

' LT/UOL HURRAY '.. 	42 
ILT TIPTON 	 43 

• GAPT Man 	44 
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OfiffitiNTIAI 

FaCtis 1 scs (cc) 	 9 Mar 71 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Cobra A & 

TN DO 

1. A sucoessfUl rescue was conducted on 26 Feb 71 for two arewmembers 
of Cobra 23. The aircraft, an F4D out of Phu Cat AB, RVN, went down 
at approximately 14151, 25 Feb 71, on the 260 0  radial for 431M of Channel 
103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during 
the reeoue effort. All timee.are Thailand local. 

2. Al; 1430L, 25 rob 1971, A SAR wiet declared for Cobra ae. (Atch 1) 
The aircraft was downed by enemy g.t....are in the vicinity of D-12, two 
parachutes hae been observed and radio contact had been made with both 
survivors. The area was extremely hostile with active firefigets and 
continuous airstrikes being put in. Hammer FaCa were controlling all 
02 activity in the area. (Ateh 2) 

3. At the time the SA R was declared Jaek ecrambled Sandyrs 09/10 from 
Da Nang, 05/06 from NIT and directed that Sandy's 05/04 Were to remain 
on ground alert at HCCP. 05/06 were to be escorts for Jolly Greens 
66/72 which were scrambled from ,Da Nang. Sandy's 07/08 launched from 
Bien Hoa on their normal redeeley and were diverted to the SAR along 
with Hobo' 32/33 who were RTB with ordnance due to deteriorating 
weather in their target area. These were the forces participating in 
the first day effort. (Atch 3) 

.•. 
4. Sandy 09/10 arrived on adene at approximately 1600L and after being 
briefed by dammer 40, 09 assumed on-scene comnand. (Atch 4) The 
weather in tee objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and 
intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts were made to penetrate the 
weather in an effort to pinpoint the survivors. Heavy ground fire was 
observed on alt attempts and about the time the general area of tae sur-
vivors was determined,/  Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and exiseed the 
area to cheek damage. The inclement weather prevented full utilization 
Of ft mover strikes however, Hammer 62 put in any he could. jandy 10 
had determined the damage was restricted to his external tanks, which he 
jettisoned, at he returned to the scene. At approximately 1620L, King 
ordered all Sea forces out of the area due to 4 TPQ alert called on 	' 
guard. At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTB due to /ow fuel co Sandy 06 was di-
eected to the scene as low wing. (itch 5) The effort to pinpoint the 
survivors oontinued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits 
in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external 
tanks. Se jettisoned his load and aTB 1 d. Channel 77 at approximately 1730. 
Later inspection revealed in exoese of 10 entry holes in the aircraft 
With one the size of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 assumed' 
On-eceae command and 05 wai called down to join him. dobo's 32 and 33 . 

arrived after being released from the 	 • 
Jigfiad to escort the tJollies. Won 6) hero plyit L..imectibrrNafMT41 OEED " 	 • 

irclkiOn:STROY. • 
! 	0_,_a____________ : N 0 	I FV(  D- 
,,,i,--.0,,,-0-10,04,37,4.-,4.: ,.. ,--...'::. - . 	,LLiar" Ojai' 454 ,.. ' - 
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COBRA 23 ALPHA & BRAVO SAR 

CALL SIGN: Sandy 5/6 

Crew Members: Captain Roberts/Lieutenant Lyon 

DATE: 26 Feb 71 

FIRST LIGHT EFFORT: Launch Time -- 0445 Local 

Captain Rentz was originally scheduled as Sandy 05, however, he encountered 
AC generator problems in the arming area and Captain Roberts moved up to the 
Sandy 05 position. Mission was helicopter escort on the 265/25/103, Arrived 
on station at 0555 Local. Jolly Green 65 (Low) and 67 (High) arrived at the 
rendezvcas at approximately 0630 Local. At approxim.ately.0830 Local. Sandy 
03 (On-Scene-Comeander) reached bingo and was forced to RTB. We proceeded 
into the area and received a thorueh briefing on the survivors' situation and 
beet known locations. The weather was rapidly Improving and so we decided to 
pinpoint the ourvivors and lay down some ordnance in their immediate area to 
silence the email arms and automatic weapons that they reported each time we 
flew over the area. 

Starting with Alpha, he reported he was in `ccellent condition and the radio 
sounded very strong, so we made cries-cros; low altitude passes over his 
area until we were positive about the position within about 15 meters. As it 
turns out later, the 	position I briefed to Captain Rentz WAS approximately 
25 meters southeast of the actual position he eate aileked up at, Each time I 
passed over his position he called ground fire from a position over a small hill 
and directly west of his position. 

Moving over to Bravo's position alely two low altitude passes were required to 
pinpoint his position which turned out during the pick-up to be exact. He 
stated that light/sporadic gun fire -was coming from somewhere north of hie 
position, but I was not able to locate this reaction. 

Sandy 07/08 (Captain Rentz) arrived in the area at this time and I began to 
brief him on the positions di' the friendly and enemy forces and the survivors 
position as known at that time. I marked the known area of the gunfire west of 
Alpha's position and passed the On-Scene-Command to CaptaineRentz at about pr.99L.. 

I.. suggested that he use our ordnance to try to quell the gunfire in the area 
around Alpha and he agreed. Lt Lyon and delivered C811-25, Rockets, and 2.0ma 
in that area before begining to RTB. 

RTB to NV at 1005 local -- No further incident. 

Philip A. .Roberta, Captain, USAF 
SANDY 05 
	

Atch 

	

; 	 • 

	

. • • e 	 aaeal•i. 
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SAR ron COBRA 2) A & B 

STATEMENT Of SANDY 05/06/ ADAMS/'!'ATEISH! 25 Feb 71 

kt 1430 !. on tho 25 Feb 71, Sand,~ 5 e~ 6 were pl'eparing to laun.ch on their 
normal J-orbit when the7 r&eeived a call tl'C41l ~ng that an aircrlll!t hod P,one 
c1o\Jn. The1 were inetruoted to rendozvoue at 265/32/103. The Sandy's toOkotf 
and vere given further infornation to cross the route structure vhere the least 
pol!lsible chance of ground fire existed. De:rpite thunderstoms enroute they 
Jl\onA.Red to :rendezvous w1 th the Jolly Green helicop~r• and pro1iided escort tor 
thE!l'll. Sandy•e 9 & 10 vere on ecene and on one pasa Sandy 10 took ground fire 
and v:is r,oing to retut'n to baae. ling ad~.ed San~ 6 to take over for Sandy 
10 l!lnd continue the oearch. 

:;onay o arrived on scene and re.placed Sandy 10. The weather over the sunivors 
me.de it virtunlly i!llpossible tot- a search to start so Stmd;r 9 &: 6 orbited 

. so~th of the si.u-vi vora o.ppro:rl.1'\ate position. 0 1.ll'ing this time, several probes 
l of tho survivox-s area were a'\t(B.pted vhen it seemed as thou,;t th& veather was 
,. breaking. Air buratuwere sighted periodicalq and ground fire vas endent rrq. . 

the h$. ta Sandy 10 took and the tracers coming up from. the West of the survivors. 
' 

file voathe?' bt"*>ke vi th ceiling or 4000' l'llsl and Sand;T 9 was ebout to shov· · · 
SMdy 6 the approxilllate position a or the surrl vore \then Sandy 9 reported ta.ld.ni . 
gNurHi fire. He vi thdrew to the South nnd Sand7 6 looked hi"' over. Sanq 9 vu · 
streeriing !uel from his stub tank frOlll 2 places Md fraa his centerline fuel 

~ tank J:'rcn ) spots. He also had holes in the wing and Sandy 6 advised Sand1 9 
or W.s airers.rt status. Sandy 9 :reported t.o lting and told King that he vu 
going to return to base. .: .. . . 

' i , 
SandT 6 was placed on scene comnumder end a '<ed. tor Sandy 5 to join binl. 
't.'lum Sand,y 5 arrived on scene a FAC vho kn~, . where the eurvivors vere att.8!D.pt-
ed to shov Sandy 5 & 6 vhere they Vere. On 'the initial pa.as intensi~ groWld tire . 
vas seen and bocause the location of the su.rviTOre vere unknown, no ordJlance ·· 
Yas e~nded. .A achedulEdaro lite vu about to comence and King advieed the 
Sandy and FAC pilots to head East. 

Arter the strike was over Sendy1a 5&6 returned to the area end took int.ens!~ 
ground tire trm Stlall al'l'lls, au~!i.'ltic weapons, AAA and a tank, Vest or the · '. 
survivors. Th@ Sand)f''s then deterr''i•d that it vaa getting too dark tor A: .'1 
pickup attempt end ground fire aade·"-t unteaeible. Sand;;r 6 the proceeded to-'i .. : 
'bed down t the sum vors and inetrudted thf.lm ta hidintell encl oonael"\l'e their . · 
batters. i 

Sandy 6 instructed King to h3ve the FAC'S who vere on acene to be the~• .,l 
rirst light and also have some t1J)8 ot airoratt to be over head of the · :: 
11urvi vore it they van.t.ed to t.a11c. · · · : . 

3anq 5&6 then returned to base through thunde~~tora1 and landed at NKP; • ·{ . 
Jpon ld.rcrat't post \ tllgbt Sen~ 6 _bad receir."1. a. Iii~ . t=• bolt iD the . ri,lbt : _:'J 
rlap. -.. . . ' . . -,i;, •.• • _.,,_ , ·' -·-

·~h : 5 ; 
;r~ .:' . . ,: .. . 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



C4fitftittrIAL 
COBRA 21 AlPhA & Bravo 

STATEMENT OF SANDY 07/08 HENTZ/FHILLIFS 	 26 Feb 1971 

Sandy 07 & 08 were scrambled to replace Sandy 03 & 04 as the low 
and high Sandy respectively. However, by the time we arrived over the 
survivors position Sandy 03 & 04 had RTB'd to channel 89 because of low 
fuel and King had 'turned the on scene command over to Sandy 05 & 06 
(Roberts P./4012). Sandy 05 gave ma a detailed briefing on the positions 
of the many friendlies in the general area the areas where he had received 
ground fire, and then the position of theAwo survivors. Sandy 05 turned 
over on scene command to me at about 0900 or 0915 NKP time. King informed me that Hammer 54 1  a Fhc, was holding in the area and was available for use 
at anytime. Sandy 09 & 10 artived to orbit with the Jollies. I had learned 
from my briefing that both the survivors were in igood condition and had all 
the standard survival equipment. Hy first tade:to expend Sandy 05 & 06 in 
the area of known ground fire around Alpha's position. My second task was 
to try and pinpoint both Alpha's & Bravo's position. Already knowing their 
approximate positions I started with Alpha. I made several low passes 
around and finally directly over his position. Even though I was having ' 
difficulty reading Alhpa's transmission my winguan and I were able to 
communicate with him and mark his position by using prominent terrain' 
features. When I made every low pass millpha I asked him to listen for 
any ground fire that may come up. On almost every pass especially when I . 
passed over him and flew to the northwest of his position he told me he • 
could hear what he thought to be small arms or automatic type fire. And. on one of my pull-offs over the top of the ridge to the Northwest I saw - 
flashes from what appeartid to me to be a 12.7. I told Alpha to stand-by, 
and keep his head down and that I was going to mark the' ground fire with 
a WP rocket and if he could see the smoke to tell me if that was the area 
from which the ground fire was coming. Alpha's view was blocked by a 
small rise of ground and he could not see the smoke but he had heard the 
rocket hit and said it was in the right area. This area was about 75 to.„ :  150 meters Northwest of Alpha. The 12.7 was on top of the ridge that over-
looked Alpha's position. 300 meters away. I knew now that the whole top 
of the ridge above Alpha & Bravo's position would have to be sterilized. But first I wanted to pinpoint Bravo's position and Check out the area in 
his immediate vicinity. I repeated the trolling process over Bravo who 
was located about 150-200 meters North Northeast of Alpha. Alpha was about 

way up the hill and Bravo about + way up. Bravo reported negative ground 
fire near his location at least nothing within hearing.distance. Let me -7- 

 say now that I saw Bravo's parachute hanging in a tree on one of my low • 
passes and used that to help keep myself oriented to Bravo's position which 
was about 75 to 100 meters South of his chute down the hill- 

I asked King what was available in the form of strike aircraft and 
King said there were two flights (Cobra?) of 7-4 on station with wall to wall. 
Napalm. I made contact with Hammer 54 who was orbiting overhead and and 
had been watching me and asked him to direct-the fast movers to expend their napalm along the tap of the ridge, I put:. down three Wrookete to mark the 
area I wanted hit. Hammer-54 had a laililon.Htravo.le Chute. •...• 

" 
*ttirni4d 
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, f.;• 
'So we agreed to restrict the run-in heading from the Northwest to Southwest 
which paralleled the t4p of the ridge line._ While Hammer 54 briefed the . fast movers, 	my wingman and I made two passes delivering rockets and 
CBU-25 in the arsa.75 to 100 meters Northwest of Alpha. Than we held to the 
South while the fast movers delivered their ordinance. All of their ordnance 
was directly on target and the whole top of the ridge line was in flame. 
After the smoke cleared I made many passes along the ridge but received no • 
ground fire and couldn't find any sign of the enemy. I also made several more 
passes over Alpha and he reported no ground fire. 

At this time I realized that WO would be ready for a piekup possibly 
within an hour so I began formulating a plan. There were friendly forces 
in the area it the form of tanks, trucks and personnel massed in three areas 
about 2 to 3 miles West and Southwest of the survivors. When the time 4A1110 
for the pickup I decided I would hold the high Jolly (3667) over the friendlies 
and use this as an IF for the low Jolly. I planned to pickup Alph first and then 
go directly to Bravo and pick him upkand exit on a reverse of the entry route. 

then flew back and forth along the route and had both survivors and my 
wingman listening and looking for ground fire. It was at this time that PY wingmnn called that either B-40 rockets or some type of mortar fire was fired 
at me from along a road about 300 meters Southeast of Alpha's position, 

wanted to conserve the Sandia s orance to protect the helicopter 
during the piekup so I again contacted Hammer 54 to have him work fest movers 
in the area. .Sitioe my wingman had seen the area I had him mark the position. 
for the Fee. At this point a slight eeley was experienced. MY' wingman 
thinking he had WP rockets in his LAU Als tried to mark with them. After 
making two unsuccessful attempts to mar with rockets I had him drop a WP 
bomb. We found out later that the aircraft had been loaded incorrectly with 
heap rockets in his LAU 59 1 s. (Now with the target marked the Fac went to 
work. This time snake and Napalm was used by A-4's (?) that did an out, 
standing job. The whole area was in flames). 

10)4+ 
Ny wingman and I thoughtAsince some 23mm which had come up the day 

before may be waiting to get . shot at the Jolly we would smoke off that 
area during the pickup. At t-is time I ordered four smoke birds. King, 
a few minutes later informed ma that 4 fast movers smoke were on the way. I asked him what kind of smoke they carried and King replied that it. waL 
what I needed. I also planned to run a smoke screen Northeast and AerAihwest 
above Bravo's position to mark off the top of the ridge. The wind direction 
was such that neither of these screens would obscure the survivors. 

1 then brought Sandy 09, the escort Sandy, down to the area And left 
Sandy 10 with the helicopter. :I pointed out the friendly position emd told Sandy 09 I planned to hold the high7011y at about 8500 MSL over them and : 
also use a point just East of the friendlies as an IP for the low Jolly tha .  
I would mark just before the pickup started. I then showed him the position: . 

 of both survivors and the areas that we had beenriceiving ground fire. Th , 
with him in loose trail I flew along the proposed entry route,of the helicopt 
to Alpha's position than to Bravolm position- 

tettfieft4+144 
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Cittifiia+141 
I told him that the exit route would be the reverse of the entry. Then I 
sent Sandy 09 to the area of the friendlies and told him to troll for ground 
fire that may come up on the Jolly that was to hold there, and then if no fire' 
was received to go back to the Jollies holding point 265/25/103 and brief the 
Jollies on the proposed plan. At this time Sande' 10 RTB d because of low fuel. 
His center-line wouldntt feed. I also realized that I may run out of fuel 
before a pickup could be made so I ordered two more Bandies. I told my wing-
man to figure ilut a pressure altitude and temperature and give that information 
to King and have them pass it on tb .  the Jollies. And next I started to brief 
Hamner 54 where I wanted the smoke Southeast of Alpha. I planned to use mr 
cBu-22 to mark off the ridge line to the North. (Sandi 11 arrived to take Sandy 
lOts place). 

Then I told Sandy 09 & 11 to bring the Jolly to the forward holding 
point over the friendlies. I contacted the survivors and teld them to get 
out a flare and get ready to ignite it when told to and to be sure and use 
the safety loop on the jungle penetrator. Both crewmen'acknowledged. I 
then told Alpha that I was going to put a dud WP bomb near his position. I 
lased this as a too far smoke for Alpha and also as the turning point to get 

3rave. I also put another dud WP bomb down as a too far point for Bravo. 
This bomb broke up and spread smoke waking a porfeot ecreen to protect the 
JG from any bad gays on the ridge that may have survived. So I did not use my 
CI . 42 to mark off the ridge. 

Everything was ready. All the briaiings had been done on VHF. Every-
one was brought ceer the ugg channel D. Guard channel had been too cluttered 
with the other aircraft. I told Hammer 54 to send in the fast mover smoke '(?) 
'0.1a the prebrief starting point and heading. The smoke was layed. I told my 
wingman to get in trail with ma and we layed CB11.,25 along the entry route of 
the Jolly. I put in two WP rockets in the last position of ground fire around 
Alpha and told Sandy OS to hammer that area. I climbed up over the scene, 
the smoke to the Southeast was blocking any big gun fire from that direction. 
I told Sandy 09 & 11 to bring in the Jolly and lay down ordnance continuously 
around him. The Jolly started his run. I told Alpha to pop his smoke. The 
Jolly had no trouble seeing it and moved right into the hover. Sandy OS joined) 
09 & 11 in a daisy change around the JG delivering ordnance at random making 
sure to stay away from Bravo's position.' held high directis4 traffic. With 
the Alpha man on board I directed JG tOrthe direction of Bravo. The JG also 
had the smoke I had put down to aim for. I had Bravo man pop his smoke and 
directed JG to his position. The Jolly moved right into the hover and picked 
up Bravo. The Sandies continued delivering ordnance on the exit. I directed 
the JG out the exit route and instructed him to climb in a left climbing turn 
that positioned him over the friendlies. I was extremely low on fuel because 
of having to use high power setting most of the time. I turned command over 
to Sandy 08 and immediately headed for Ch 103 with Bammeet 54 leading the way, 
here  are several suggestions I have in order to make the.SAR force and pro- 
cedures more efficient. First, since for the next 3 to 4 months we are going to 
have to use N.e 0 models for SARs) , I recommend that 2 more WP bombs be added - 
to the preeent B model Sandy load. . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Secondlyl all SPn4ys should be made familiar with all the different types of 
fast mover smOL:e. Thirdly 1 I recomnenti that the use of the mirror be emphasited 
in survival training. This is the only way to pinpoint the survivors position' 
without exposing his s position to the enemy. I was unable to see the crewmen. 
oc the ground and igid not knpw exactly where they were until they popped their 
smoke. Fourthlyl I recommend that the Bingo time for an opposed BAR where the . 
Sandy low is maneuvering at lour altitude and at Max,performancvbs changed ; #4,:. 
3 0r3i . hours depending on his distance fromohannel 89.i 

Wf±/_0 4X' 
LANTP4 R-Up ("apt, USAF 
SAND! Cri 

to Nil Dfirrt  „ 
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SAR FOR COBRA 23A & B 

STATEMENT OF SANDY 09/KEETER 
	

25 FE t 1911 

Sandy 09 & 10 were scrambled at 1455 local from Da Nang to proceed to the 
268/33/ 103 where we would hold with Jollyts 66 end 72. We were told 
enroute that an F4 VAS down at 260/43 103 and there were two survivors on 
the ground in good shape. Hammer 40 was on-scene comeender and was working 
fast movers around the survivors'when we arrived at the orbit point at 1555. 
After holding with the Jollyte for 10 minutee we were instructed by King to 
proceed to the 260/43 for a briefing from Hammer 40 who was running low on 
feel, and we arrived on scene at 1600. 

The weather in the target area had become steadily worse and was totally 
obscured by a rain squall when we arrived. We made seveeil attemeteeat 
penetrating the valley where they were located and finally spotted the general 
vicinity of the eurvivors. Sendy,10 was hit in the centerline drop tank on . 
one of these passes and proceedod(ontof the area under the escort of Nail 62. 
Vail 40 and I continued to make passes over the area while taking with the . 
survivors in an attempt at pinpointing their locations. We were drawing 
heavy AAA fire on all passes from ZPU, 12.5, 23mm, 37mm and AK 47 Hand-held 
weapons. Due to the heavy fire it was impossible to remain very long in 
the immediate area, and a definite pinpoint on their location was not made. 
We were unable, due to the weather; to work fast-mover aircraft around the 
survivors. 

was given on-scene command at 1615 and had Hammer 62 with me to act as 
FAC for any fast-mover supnort we were able to use and because he was'familiar -
with the area of the survivors. The weather began to improve about 1715 
and r again went back into the area to detereine the location of the ground 
fire end to see if it would be possible to plan a pickup before darkness that 
evening. I had Sandy 06 an -sy wingman on this pass as Sandy 10 RTBid for 
Bingo fuel at 1645 due to the 1083 of his centerline tank. As I was pointing 
out the survivors location to Sandy 06 I felt three sharp thuepe under the 	.e 

 airplane and observed an airburst directly in front of the aircraft. • I-than - ". 
requested Sandy 06 to look me over as we exited the area toward the friend- . 7"! 
lies. He noticed fuel streaming from the centerline and stub tenks, and. 
1 was forced to punch them off, leaving me bingo fuel. I advised King of 
this and turned on- scene command to Sandy 06. I recovered at DaNang, arriving' 
there around 1840. 

JADE E. KEETER, Captain, USAF 
Sant? 09. itch 
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gelfAMOTW's 
 STATSMNIi. T . : 

SAR Report/Cobra 23 4/13 
26 FO 71/Sandy 09/Lt Wilson 

On this date at 0620 local, Sandy 9 and 16 launched on a, SAR effort 
for two downed crewmen of an P-4, Cobra 23 A/S. 

Immediately after take off Sandy 9 and 10 contacted King, paseed on . 
ETA and bingo time and proceeded to the designated holding point to 
meet and escort Jolly Green 65 and 67. Upon arrival, at approx. 0915 
local, Sandy 10 could not get his centerline fuel tank to feed. A. 
revised bingo time was then passed to King. Jolly 65 and 67 arrived at 
the holding point at approx. 0930 having just refueled. 

kt approx. 1015 local, Sandy 07 requested Sandy 09 to come down into 
the area for a briefing on the survivor's location.. Sandy 20 remained 
with Jolly 65 and 67. During the briefing Sandy 07 pinpointed the 
survivors, pointed out friendly positions, and discusted the pick-up 
tactics. Sandy 09 trolled for ground fire upon request from Sandy 07 
and then returned to brief the Jollys, 

kt approx. 1030 local Sandy 10 was forced to RTB due to his fuel state. 
Sandy 09 remained with the allya and at approx. 1100 local was joined 
by Sandy 11. The escorts and Jollya continued to hold until Sandy 07 
requested than to proceed to the SAR area and hold over the friendly 
positione. 

About 1140 local Sandy 07 called for the pick-up execution. Jolly 67 ' 
remained high as Jolly 65 was lea in by Sandy 09. With Sandy 11 clover- .  
ing his tail, Cobra 23A popped his smoke and Sandye 6,9, and 11 joined ' 
in a daisy chain around him covering the Jolly and laying down ordnanOe.; 
With Alfa on board, Jolly 65 proceeded to Bravos position and picked 

- 

him up in like fashion. The Jolly was then °greased from the area' 
escorted by all the Sandy.. 

SarldY 09 and 11 escorted the Joillya io Spoist Just vest Of 0h.:103'' 
and were then released to RIB Ch 139.- 

IACELLIT L. WILSON, llit# 
8an,4y  09 :  . 

, 
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A9RFIU£11Tl"AL 
~ · ~cl.y 20 mio~tos o! liabt rorna.1.ning eo ttAe r~mainil'l{: U!AG w~a used to 
poa! tively pinpoint the aur'rl vore and identify aroae of enemy gunfire in 
prepw.•ation tor the first ligi1t orrort that wae to come. :Sa.nd,y 06 6<.LVe 
t..,') bed-.down inetr,,ctions to both survivors telling th911\ Hammer PAC' e 
'1 ld be o'Y'erlloar:l all nieh t o.nd they t the aurvi vo.re, should stay of£ 
their radios u.nlaus the1 hcid e.omething iai.Portant to say. Regula.r 1/2 
or oM hour oheok-iruJ vould onl.r plGCe a 1 1lQE1dleaa drain o.n the radio bat­
terie:~ as well a.a increase the poaaibilit1 of enemy capture. Sandye. 
c:ij/05 remained overhead until the first nigt1t PAC. Hamer 79, arrived at 
which time tb.ey RTB' d cha.nnel 09. · · · 

~·· Upon debrief!~ tho Sa.ndyo it was. deoidud thnt the prime faMt Jnover 
Ol'dn\.UlCe for aan1. ti Zin(} the aren Would b& Dl~pBJ.llh JG.nemy ~OWld troopa 
t..nd e.r.mor were too olooe to the survivors tar otber types. A request 
was made to Blue Chip for "a w11ll-to-.re.ll '' nape ror -the first liP.,ht 
effort. \\las later inforlJled ..,e probably wou.lcin' t Het it a.a it 11ha.d.n 1 t 
been frngG'(!d. t• Also requ.eoted fo.~t mi>ver oi..toke on alert to augment 
our 011n, as Sandy 09 so.id it vould take a lot. Also lul.d to justify to 
Blue Chip our roq•lollt for rele.w•J £rom next days £rag ill ordgr to 
nup ;>0rt first ligh·t. effort. We vere UJ.reo t.ed to ma.intaln tho 4 S1ookes 
and ecnerate all other availilble 1\.-l' s o.s Sandye. '!he wea.ther !'oreoo.at 
for first licht was 4000' broken 9000' overcast 5H1 Gru, Patchy GP 
dissiputinc by 1000 loc3.1.. All 111 all much more favorable tl'!~.n th11J 
ftrst day. '.fhe br1e.fiOG we.a ooordi.nated throtJGh JQ.ck tor 0}00 local. 
King 21 vould lnnd at HKP to attend. Pour Jolly Greens were to be 
~.aune~1ad out or Da.. l~ and four San.cl¥• i'roJ11 NY.J:>. 'l'be Sll"Oke aJ.rc:iraft 
wore to remain on Gro\1.lld Alert. · 

6.. Tno f'irst li{!ht briefing vua hold u.t 0)00 with the O.f>s team of King 
n present. The first 6 Sand,ys., 4 Smokes wid l!KP alort Jollye also 
a:ttended. Kin~ vun requested to keep Ql.l foroea othor tha.n Sandy low 
on 127. 7 VUF and 30.e FH tc elimirtate t.ne concestion eneowitered on 
the first day. In addition }8.9 iM had been V'i!rY noisy Vith ma.ny 
Gamers transorl. ttill8· Also reqUGBted Xing and Queen talk to ea.oh other 
on HF rather ·:;i1an ~IF· Intellleenoe Md \feather w."t.a preaen.~ed ~ter 
which t he leads cornple ted their individual. briefill{~· 

7'· Sandy 03/04 launched o.'t 04;a as the initial lows tind Sandy 05/06 
'«C?re off at 0447 to eaoort the In nanc JG' o. Sandy 03/04 arrived on 
scene at ap, ro.xim.ately 0545, 10 minutes prior to £!rat light. (Aton 7) 
They received a briefing from Ua.mmer 40 and assumed on-ocene com.mand at 
first lig;1t. The weather we.a marginal vith Alpha's position completel7 
obscured. Brav~•a position had .no aooner buen located than it too was 
obso\ll"ed by a low overcast. Repeated attwpts vere m3.d';t to find a W&I' . 
u.nder the oloude. but were . .'f'u tile. During this pel'1od fiammer 40 re­
quested ordnance to aup;lt'eee some Hl-tG fire th~t bad been oboerved .. 
Hmaer 48 directed strikes Q6B!nst tb.ese poBitioa•• .AroW\d 0645 the· 
Yea.ther improved en0\13h tor Sandy O} to go clwn w:id locate the sur­
vivors. (600• overcast) Alpha v:i.a loo~ted a.n.d contacted. During 
several paeeea over his poai-Uon Alpha repoi.·ted a.rtillery tire each ·. 
tiraa. Sandy' 0}/04 remained. in the are~ until approxi~tei.1 0630 wheA. 
the1 R'l'B',d d'IUI tuel. Sand.re 05/C'f,. an-ind £roa the JG orbit ~d 05 .' 
&&aUMcl on-•o•n• OOlllMl14 at• beiJIB briefed b1 03. (ltotL 8) Tb• ··· ;. 

· ·t0Nno·Stit1l.i · .. 



Weather continued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions 
05/06 determined what areas gunfire was ooming from. 5undye 07/08 arriv- 
ed approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after briefing by 05. 
05/06 then expended their ordnance it the areas of known gunfire and 
RTTtd. (ktch 9) 

8. Sandy 07/os continued the procees of trolling for gunfire and through 
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed 
sanitizing. Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54 would F10 in fast movers with napalm. All ordnance was directly on 
target and the area immediately around the' survivors was clear. Sandy 
07 began his planning for a pickup, estimi Lag this would be possible 
within an hour. An ingress-egress route Inee picked and trolled. Rocket 
or mortar fire was sighted along this route and once again Hammer 54 wa8 utilized to direct strikes of Snake and nape in the area. The de-
livery was outatanding and "the whole area was in flames." At this time 
07 requested 4 Smoke aircraft to screen off a ridgeline that was thought 
to conceal a 23mm emplacement. Shortly thereafter King notified 07 t4at 
4 fast mover Jmokes were on the ,ray. Sandy 09 was brought down from the 
JO orbit and briefed on the plan.- Sandy 09 then trolled the route from 
the helding point and when he rea :ed no ground fire, returned to the 
JG's and briefed teem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTT due te a center-
line fuel tank that would not feed. He was replaced by Sandy 11 from 
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told to have their smoke flares ready to fire. Hammer 54 was briefed where , 
to lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brought up on 
survival ehannel D and the Smoke birds executed. Sandy 07 and 00 mark- : 
cd the IP and, too fnr points and 07 directed 09 and 11 to bring the 
Jolly down the chute. Alpha was directed to pop his mndke which the 
Jolly saw imeodiately. The JO moved into the hover while Saeays 08 and 
09 and 11 ran a daisy chain around him nuepreesire. any pea:el:121e eunfire. ! 
Sandy 07 held higii over the pickup point directing the operations. Alpha 
was picked ue and the JG directed towards Bravo. Brnvo was told to pop 
his emoke and again the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right 
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then 
exited the area with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The JG departed 
out over friendlies and RTB'd channel 77. Sandy 07 was very low on fuel 
at this time and had to divert to channel 103. Al]. other Sandys RTB , d channel 89. (Atch 10) 

9. Forces generated for the first light effort were Sandye 03 through 
12 and Smoke 41 through 44. Sandys 01/02 were scrambied from Ubon but did not reach the scene in time to be utilized. (Atch 11). 

10. Some problems experienced on her SAl's repeated themselves here. 
nendy lows muet be firm in insisting that Ring hold all assets on fre-quencies other than those Sandy Low is using. Also King is gsing to 
have to stop the practice of communicating with Queen/Jack on VHF. 
Radio clutter from these two cause's were major problems for the Sandys on the first day. When King attends the first light briefing, there isn't any problem,: • 



Flieffhtt 
In addition an Low must Get the survivor up on a different channel 
other than guard as soon as possible. The interference from area towers,: 
fast-mover flaghts using it as common for joing-up, MIG warnings, ARC 
lights, etc. severely haaper communications. 

11. On the second day of the SAR, apeen was asked by Jack on several 
occasions to update the Bingo times of the on-scene Sanays. aye to 
limited assets and reaction time thin is vital. Queen/Jack/King must 
respond to this request because the fuel time for Sandy° can vary from 

hours depending on type of activity. This oversight caused Sandy 
03 and 07 to 4e dangerously low on fuel when recovering at HKP and auang 

In addition the practioe of launching maximum assets for a first 
light effort is not realistic. The on-scene Sandys also recommend that 
the aaet-mover variety of amoke be used as a. last resort only. It was 
described as looking like that used by skywriters and wholly inaaequate 
for the type of screen needed. 

12. The name of the game from here on out is MANAGEMONT of resources. 
We have gone from 70 odd A-i's on station to an average of 24. Downed 
Amerioan aircrews no longer have let priority on airframes as is evidenoa!, 
ed in this Sall. The remaining aircraft must be judiciously scheduled 	1 
until such time as the OSC decides an atteeptie feasible. Then, and 
only then, should maximum forces be commited. The Sandy Low QC is the ! 
only one that is qualified to make this deoision, not =FES/JACK/QUEEN/ ! 
KINC/JOKER. Premature utilization of ouralimited resources could be 
fatal for the survivors: 

WILLIAM J. HAGAN, Lt colohel, USAY I  
1 40;0 , 

Atah 1 SARCO Log 
i2 Hammer Statement 
, 3 Flying Schedule 
4 Statement for Sandy 09/10 

1: 5 Statameat faa Sandy 05/06 
i; 6 Statement for Hammer 303 

7 Statement for Sandy 03/04 
8 Statement for Sandy 05/06 
9 Statement for Sandy 07/08. 

10 Statement for Sandy 09 
Flying Schedule 

'12 SARCO Lag 



'on t 

1012 

1015 

1030 

1045 

11.15 

1151 

fejt+Fiefitthtr ' 	 ! 

6R00 LOG 

Blue Chip pulled 2 - H models1(my;next Sandy lows) for the OD 
barrel roll. 

Maint has 4 soft but Sgt Moore cannot get than to oonoentrate on 
on soft that I have to get up forlmy #2 JG.escort. (Sandy 09 re-. 
placement) 

Asked Jack to reoonfirm :Bingo for 07/08 	1200L • 

Bingo oonfirmed as 1130. Asked Jal3t ti6aUnen'01/02 from Dias; 
Sandy low. 

Sandy 01/02 launched 

Cobra 23 Alpha picked up by JG 65 

Cobra 23 Bravo picked up by JO 65 

5444Y 99 440, 11 escorted JO to CH 103 where they, we released - , 
Survivors were recovered into CS 77. 	" . 	. • . 	•,• 	 ••,.• 
Sandy 01 landed at CH 103 becase'bf . ehortege„pflfulal•-RTB. -to.46 1 hr later. 

SAR Terminated by Queen 

• ' 

gi 	as.1 	4:.ve; 2 't4. 
fe • 	 ■ 



teitHrTurNm, 
SARCO LOG 

26 Feb 1971 

04Ar 

04V 

0525 

0530 

0550 

0553 

0600 

0610 

- 	I 	 ' 	 ' 	 " 	 ' 	 • 	 s ' 

'" ' I. !I 	- 	kaaadY (Nr  

generator, so :.),4 07 aatt and 0.10t 
• ,- Sandy 05) 

(PAC) OBC with King 

. be- , 

41.) (m c ) 

King switched plan of checking in on 1.7.7 and ren 	Lag 125.1 for 
Sandy low and reversed it so 	n could monitor ty  Undy 1..'w opera.- 
tioa (queen apparently only hats 127.7) 

King established first radio 'contact 	,14y.  with 23/8 

, King established first radio :contact 1 day with 23,4 

Jolly Green 65/67 at holding irt i lONM i  of survivor. 

Sandy 03 03C, (Stone) weather 'is D.S. uingo Time 0200. 

0730" 	Req Bingo Time for 03 again Cana 020, , 1 

0756 	Launched 07/08 to replace 03/04 and b000me Sandy low' 

0815 	Sandy 03/04 are calling Bingo nowt There will be insufficient time 
to get 07/08 there so I suggested 6ove,JG escorts 05/06 (Roberta) 

, to 05C temporarily. 

0820 	Launched 09/10 as 30 escorts 

0850 	,Sandy 05 	WX improving, will attempt to pinpoint survivors. 

0900, 	Sandy 05 has position of surviii*orali/I 10 Meters and briefing 
replacements 07/08. 
Rudio contact with Stone says trail WX is bad'onough for cover so 
acft can go direct to scene, ' 

0905 

0925 

0955' 

1010' 
, 

Sandy 07 (Rentz) OBC 

$andy 10 (Col Roueh) can't get his 0/1, tank to feed - new Bingo 
for him is 1030. Wanted to laundn'11/12 . immed. to replace 09/10. 

	

Sandy 12 aborts ( no radio )• '.,'' .4 	
. , 	 . 

1 ., 	 •.i .  

•!/: 	I

, 	. 

	. 	
. 

i • 	 - 
, 	

. .. 
Sandy 10 got his fuel feeding again but then it quit'again - asked. 
Jack to get hi* released and. lows 5-9 - mritili , a*kyitc... mea &en) -. ' 
nog from King. 	
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SARCO LOG 

25 Feb 1971' 

1430L - Jack called . SLR declared - A Navy F-4, Potato Washer 665 down 
at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were observed and radio contact 
has been established with both survivors. Generate 4 Smokes. 

1440L - Saaays 05/06 to launch and proceed to area to escort Da Bang 
Jolly Greens. Sandra 09/10 scrambled from 77. 

1445L - Hobo 32/33 RTB'd from HR this WI. Divert to BAR effort per 
JACK/BLUE CHIP. 

1450L - Advised Jack to cheek ARC LIGHT Sohedula it Elut• Chip. Have 
a couple that could cause trouble, 

16451,  - 3 Huey Cobras in area. 

1508,-.3andye 07/08 redeploying from Bien Boa diverting to scene. 

15121-- Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (OSC). Reports tanks in area and 
moving towards survivors. position. Weather 5000' scattered . 
visibility good. Hach mach ZPU, small arms plus tanks reported. 
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobra 23, F.4D out 
of Phu Cat. 

1536L - King. 26 directed launch of King 27. 

15451 - Sandy 09/10 in area. Sandy 09 OSC. 

1605L - Smoke 4/42 cocked. SaaC.ORTBId channel 103 with battle damage, 
holding hands with Hammer.62. 

16101, - Sandy 10 looked over by other aircraft and is returning to scene. 
Jettisoned teaks. 

1621L - Sala forces being pulled back due TPQ alert for 270/33/103. 
Centralized control prevents aborting missions endangering friendlies. 

1625L - Smoke 43/44 waked and Ground alert. 

1635L Sandy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel. (No external tanks) 

17301i 4-  SWAT 09 hit in external tanks and streaming Axel. RTB'd 77* 
Jettisoned tanks. 

17453. - Smokes and Sandys released from groundalert. 

1755L . First light effort, Survivors being bedded down 
1 

180514 . Hammer FiCS vill be overhead ell night., 
. 	. y 



Ofttirrtinn4 
1822L Sandra 05/06 ETA 89 1845 local. King 21 will be airborne control, 

for first light and will arrive 89 0215-30 local for briefing. : 
Tail # 220, pilot Maj Dilorenzo. Will require 20,000 JP-4". 

1910L -.Sandy 09 down e 77. At least nine entry holes in aircraft, one 
size of football. Sandy 10 will RTB 89 in AIL Past mover Smokes 
on alert at 77. Sandy 09 says it will take &Jot ót 'Smoke for an' 
attempt. 

19201, - 2255 local established for first light time. WI forecast 4000' 
broken 9000' overcast 5 NM OPH. Patch/ OF dissipating by 0300L. 

1950L - Jack - 4 JG's will be launched from Da Nang. 

2050L.- Called Blue Chip with request for napalm. 1144 Stinson at the Chip. 

2200L Lt Col Bryant, Blue Chip called and wanted to know why we needed 
relief from all, our normal frogged sorties for the SAR. Tried to 
explain haw short of airframes we were. Be said OK but would pursue 
in future. Also said he didn't think we'd get our request on well 

' 

	

	to wall napalm as it wasn't in the frag. Might get WS some mixed 
loads. 

0040L -.Called Jack - Hammer 04, 46, 62 will be the on-scene PACS toMbrrove -
Sandys 03/04 will launch at 21 45 local and 05/06 at 2155 local. ' 
The smokes and NKP JO's will be CD. 

0145L.. Still can't get ordnance line-.up out of Blue Chip. King 21 
estimating block time on the hour.. Candlestick 21 and Hammer 79 
were heard calling, *Beeper Beeper come up voice. 1 — 

02151, 6. Received call signs and TOTIsifor feat mover strikes.. Be ordnance , 	1 	. loads given. 

0300L Briefed first wave. 



SAR.00 LOG 

25 Feb 1971 

ipolL - Jack called - SAR declared - A Navy F-4, Potato Masher 665 down 
at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were obeerved and radio contact 
has been established with both survivors. Generate 4 Smokes. 

14401a - Sandra 05/06 to launch and proceed to area to escort Da Nang 
Jolly Greene. Sandys 09/10 scrambled from 77. 

14451 - Hobo 32/33 RTB'd from BR due WI. Divert to SLR effort per 
JACK/BLUE CHIP. 

1450L - Advised Jack to cheek ARC LIGHT Sehedulo it Diu* Chip. Have 
a couple that could cause trouble. 

1445L - 3 Huey Cobras in area. 

15081Z, --Sandys 07/08 redeploying from Bien Boa diverting to scene. 

15121-- Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (OSC). Reports tanks in area and 
moving towards survivors :position. Weather 5000' scattered . 
visibility good. Mach mach ZPU, small arms plae tanks reported. 
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobra 23. F-41) out 
of Phu Cat. 

15361 - Xing ,  26 directed launch of Xing 27. , 

15451 -.Sandy 09/10 in area. Sandy 09 OW. 

16051 - Smoke 41142 cocked. 3ai41ORTBId channel 103 with battle damage, 
holding bands with Hammer.62. 

1610L . Sandy 10 looked over by other aircraft and is returning to scene. 
Jettisoned tanks. 

16211 SAR forces being pulled back due TFQ alert for 270/33/103. 
Centralized control prevents aborting missions endangering friendlies. 

1625L - Smoke 43/44 cocked and Ground alert. 

1635L Sandy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel. (No external tanks) 

1730L Sandy 09 bit in external tanks and etreaming fuel, 'Mid 77. 
Jettisoned tanks. 

1745L Smokea and Sandys released from groundalert. 

1755L . First light effort. Survivors being bedded. clan. 

18051.. 

 

Hr PACS mill be overhead all might4'' 

• 	f. 

 

NftTt  
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In addition Sandy Low must get the survivor up on a different channel 
other than guard as soon as possible. The interference from area towers, 
fast-mover flights using it as common for joing-up, MI( warnings, ARC • 
lights, etc!. severely hamper communications. 

11. On the second day of the SAR, queen was asked by Jack on several 
occasions to update the Bingo times of the on-scene Sandys. Due to 
limited assets and reaction time this is vital. Queen/Jack/King must 
respond to this request because the fuel time for Sandys can vary from 

hours depending on type of activity. Thie oversight caused Sandy 
03 and 07 to be dangerously low on fuel when recovering at NKP and Quang 
Tri. In addition the practice of launching maximum assets for a first 
light effort is not realistic. The onscene Sandys also recommend that 
the fast-mover variety of Smoke be used as a. last resort only. It was 
described as looking like that used by skywriters and wholly inadequate 
for the type of screen needed. 

• 12. The name of the game from here on out is MANAGMENT of resources. . 
We have gone from 70 odd A-1 1 0 on station to an average of 24. Downed 
Amerioan aircrews no longer have let priority on airframes as is evideno 
ed in this S;R. The remaining airpraft must be judiciously scheduled 
until such time as the OSC deoides an attemptis feasible. Then, and 
only then, should maximum forces be oommited. The Sandy Low OSC is the I 
Only one that is qualified to make this decision, not TO3FEE/JACK/QUEEN/ 
KINC/JOKER. Premature utilization of our., limited resources could be 
fatal for the survivors:.  

WILLIAM j. ROAN, Lt.polohel, USAF' 
. a.00 

, Atth 1 SARCO Log 
2 Hammer Statement 
3 Flying Schedule 
4 Statement for Sandy 09/10 
5 Statameat for Sandy 05/06 
6 Statement for Hammer 32/33 
7 Statement for Sandy 03/04 
8 Statement for Sandy 05/06 
9 Statement for Sandy 07/08 

10 Statement for Sandy 09 
11 Flying Schedule 
12 SARCO Log 
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weather oontieued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions 
05/06 determined what areas gunfire was looming from. Sandya 07/08 arriv-
ed approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after briefing by 05. 
05/06 then expended their ordnance in the areas of known gunfire and 
RTB'd. (Atch 9) 

8. Sandy 07/08 continued the process of trolling for gunfire and through 
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed 
sanitizing. Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54 
would FAG in fast movers with napalm. All ordnance was directly on 
target and the area immediately around the' survivors was clear. Sandy 
07 began his planning for a pickup, estimi rils this would be possible 
within an hour. An ingress-egress route wt.s picked and trolled. Rocket 
or mortar fire was sighted along this route and once again Hammer 54 
was utilized to direct strikes of Snake and Rape in the area. The de-
livery was outstanding and "the whole area was in flames." At this time 
07 requested 4 Smoke aircraft to screen off a ridgeline that was thought 
to conceal a 23mm emplacement. Shortly thereafter King notified 07 that 
4 fast mover Smokes were on the 'Tay. 'Sandy 09 was brought down from the 
JG orbit and briefed on the plan.- Sandy 09 then trolled the route from 
the balding point and when he rec ,sed no ground fire, returned to the 
JG's and briefed taem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTB due to a center- 
line fuel tank that would not feed. He was replaced by Sandy 11 from 
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told 
to have their smoke flares ready to fire. Hammer 54 was briefed where 
to lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brought uo on 
survival channel D and the Smoke birds executed. Sandy 07 and 08 mark-
ed the IP and too far points and 07 directed 09 and 11 to bring the 
Jolly down the Chute. Alpha was directed to pop his amdke which the 
Jolly saw immediately. The JG moved into the hover while Sandye 08 and 
09 and 11 ran a daisy chain around him auppreesir- any poeeible gonfire. 
San4y.  07 held high over the pickup point directing the operations. Alpha: 
was picked up and the JG directed towards Bravo. Bravo was told to pop 
his smoke and again the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right 
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then 
exited the area with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The JG departed . 
out over friendlies and RTBId channel 77. Sandy 07 was very low on fuel 
at this time and had to divert to channel 103. All other Sandys RTBId 
channel 89. (Atoh 10) 

9. Forcee generated for the first light effort were Sandys 03 through 
12 and Smoke 41 through 44. Sandys 01/02 were scrambled from Ubon but 
did not reach the scene in time to be utilized. (Atch 11). . 

10. Some problems experienced another SAA's repeated themselves here. dandy lows muut be firm in insisting that Xing hold all assets on fre- 
quencies other than those Sandy Low is .using. Also King is going to 
have to atop the practice of communicating with Queen/Jack on VHF. 
Radio clutter from these two causes were major problems for the Sandys on the first day. When King attends the first light briefingpthere 
isn't any problem..; 	 A 

.  

• 

. 	 1 
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! tely 20 minutes of light remaining so the remaining time was used to : 
positively pinpoint the survivors and identify areas of enemy gunfire in 
preparation for the first light effort that was to come. sandy 06 gave i  
-Vet) bed-down Lastrections to both survivors telling them Hammer PAC's 

ld be overhead all night and they, the survivors, should stay off 
their radios unless they had something important to say. Regular 1/2 
or one hour check-ins would only place a'needless drain on the radio bat-
terie3 as well as increase the possibility of enemy capture. Sandys 	• 
06/05 remained overhead until the first night FAG, Hammer 79, arrived at 
which time they aTBId channel 09. 

5. Upon debriefing the Sandys it was decided that the prime fast mover 
ordnance for sanitizing the area. would be napalm. Snemy ground troops 
aad armor were too elope to the survivors for other types. A request 
was made to Blue Chip for "a wall-to-wall" nape for the first light 
effort. Was later informed we probably wouldn't get it as it "hadn't 
been Cragged." Also requested fast mover amok° on alert to augment 
our own, as Sandy 09 said it would take a lot. Also had to justify to 
Blue Chip our request for release from next days fag in order to 
support first light effort. We were directed to maintain the 4 Smokes. 
and generate all other available A-1's as Sandys. The weather forecast 
for first light was 4000 ,  broken 9000 1  overcast 5NK GFH. 'Patchy OF 
dissipating by 1000 local. All in all much more favorable then the 	. first day. The briefing was coordinated through Jack for 0300 local. . 
King 21 would land at NKP to attend. Four Jolly Greens were to be 
launcaed out of Be. Nang and four Sandys from NKP. The smoke aircraft 
were to remain on Ground Alert. 

6. The first light briefing was held at 0300 with the ODs team of King 21 present. The first 6 Sandys,:4 Smokes and MP alert Jollys also 
attended. King was requested to keep all forces other than Sandy low on 127.7 InIF and 38.8 FM to eliminate the congestion encountered on 
the first day. In addition 30.9 FM had been very noisy with many 
Gomers transmitting. Also requested King and Queen talk to each other on HF rather than Tip. Intelligence and weather was presented after which the leads completed their individual briefings. 

. . , 	
. , 7 .. Sandy 03/04 launched at 0438 as the initial lows and Sandy 05/06 

 were off at 0447 to escort the Da Nang JO's. Sandy 03/04 arrived on 	. 	. 
scene at aperoximately 0545, 10 minutes prior to first light. ("Itch 7) 	, . 	• e , 
They received a briefing from Hammer 40 and assumed on-scene command at J . 	•..".'::.. first light. The weather was marginal with Alpha's position completely • 
obscured. Bravo's position had no Sooner been located than it too was 	....;' •

e, 
-,, 	obscured by a low overcast. Repeated attempts were made to find a way. fl , e . n- . . under the clouds but were:futile. During this period Hammer 40 re- 	'.  , 

	

	- quested ordnance to suppress some HMG fire that had been observed. 	' ae,. -  ''', - 
Hammer 48 directed strikes against these positions, Around 0645 the" '  
weather improved enough for Sandy 03 to go dawn and locate the sur-  vivors. (600 1  overcast) Alpha was located and contacted. During • . ' several passes over his position Alpha reported artillery fire each -.... 1. . • .e . 	, i 
time. Sandy 03/04 remained in the area until approximately 0830 when

,. :, !'i'. 	'he' , they Wrial,d due fuel. Sandye 05/06 arrived from the JG orbit and 05 , ' 4 
assumed on-aoene command after being briefed by 03. (ktch 8) The 	f • 
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MIMI 1 scs (cc) 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Cobra A & B 

• 

9 Mar 71 	• 

; 

TOt DO 
• 

• 1. A successful rescue was conducted on  26  Feb  71  for two crewmembere 
of  Cobra 23. The aircraft, an F41) out of Phu Cat AB, RVN, went down 
at approximately 141514  25  Feb 71, on the 2600  radial for 43NM of Channel : 

e ae 

	

	103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during 
the resoue effort. All times. are Thailand local. 

\e• 

2. Al;  1430L, 25 Feb 1971, A SAR will declared for Cobra. 2e. (Atch 1) 
The aircraft was downed by enemy guaAre in the vicinity of D-12, two 
parachutes Lae been observed and radio contact had been made with both 
survivors. The area was extremely hostile with active firefights and 
continuous airstrikes being put in. Hammer PACs were controlling all 

activity iii the area. (Atch 2) 

• , 	3. At the time the BAH was declared Jack scrambled Sandy's 09/10 from t• 
• . Da Nang, 05/06 from NIT and directed that Sandy's 03/04 Were to remain 
• • on ground alert at NKP. 05/06 were to be escorts for Jolly Greens 

. 66/72 which were scrambled from Da Nang. Sandy's Woo launched from 
Bien Hoe. on their normal redeploy and were diverted to the SAR along 
with Hobols 32/33 who were RTD with ordnance due to deteriorating 
weather in their target area. These were the forces participating in 

• _ the first day effort. (Atch 3) , 	. 	. 

4. Sandy 09/10 arrived on sdene at approximately 1600L and after being 
. briefed by Hammer 40, 09 assumed on-scene command. (Atch 4) The 

weather in tee objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and 
intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts were made to penetrate the ' 

' weather in an effort to pinpoint the survivors. Heavy ground fire was 
observed on all attempts and about the time the general area of the sur-
vivors was determined, Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and exited the 
area to check damage. The inclement weather prevented full utilization 
of feet mover strikes however, Hammer 62 put in any he could. Sandy 10 

' had determined the damage was restricted to his externalatanks, which he . 
• jettisoned, s( he returned to the scene. At approximately 16201a  King 
' ordered all SAR forces out of the area duo to a TN alert called on 
' guard. At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTD due to low fuel so Sandy 06 was di- 

• e:ected to the scene as low wing. (Atch 5) The effort to pinpoint the 
ee  survivors continued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits 

in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external 
-- tanks. He jettisoned his load and RTBId Channel 77 at approximately 1730. 
. Later inspection revealed in excess of 10 entry holes in the aircraft • 

- - 	with one the size of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 assuMedH ,  
on-scene command and 06 wai Galled down to: join him. Hobo's 32 and 33 i-flpet.arrived after being released from theiimasaisLaaLA4,0131Q11.644,w44,.....;.„ . 	_ . 	-:14abalgnem so escort the il eloies. kAtch 61# 
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COBRA 23 - 25 Feb 71  

HAMPER 54 
Capt Peter J. Ruppert 
064-32-53231 R 

At approximately 1530 I was working a strike just south.Of Delta 38 when ' I heard a mayday call on guard saying that Cobra 23 had. been hit and 	: 
was jumping out. The call also included a DAE and Radial which was the 
26C/40 of CH 103: I at the time was on the 275/40 of 103. 

I finished the airotrike and proceeded to the 260/40 to see if I could 
be of assistance. Upon arrival I saw many airplanes ir the area so I 	. ' • climbed to 10,500 feet to stay out of the way. There were five add- 	 . itional 01,T 10 1 s all Hammer Pace, at least I presumed, them to be, 
about 20 choppers or so and I do net know how many fast movers. Hamner' 
229 was working a TIC at the time as well as the 6AR and I asked if I 
could be of help. He told me yes since he was out of rockets. I went : 
down and took over for him. I saw both survivors chutes and plotted 	 • 
their position. Hamer 04 was made on-scene commander by King and 

' continued working the TIC. Hammer 04 RT3 due to low fuel and 11-40 re-lieved him. I was relieved by 11-223. After landing, 11-04 and myself 	' 
went back out to the scene at 6115 and 11-62 along with Sandy 05 and 
06 were talking to the suriivor. 11-62 did not know the exact location' 	• so 11-04 and myself went inta the area and showed Sandy's location. We ' 	• . 
were then informed by Hillsboro to clear the area to the east since 	- a they had heavy artillery going in and could not shut it off. The 3andy's .1.' and. we then held east for ap:Yroximately 10-15 minutes.. By thp tima 	 ' 
were oleared back in, it was 1900 hours. The Sandys and us made re- 
peated passes over survivors position* but took heavy AAA which came 
from a tank that sat approximately 300 meters west of the survivors 

• on top of the hill. Both survivors were talking and informed UB of 	. • a lot of ground fire everytime a Sandy made a pass. The survivors eall- • 
ed for CHOP and TWIGGY but Sandy lead told them that it was getting 	• 
too late ana that they should hide themselves, not to worry', that 	. . 
there would be a Fao over them all night, to conserve their radios and 
use it only if absolutely necessary and that we (Sandys) would be back 
at first light to pick them up. Cobra 23A's reply was that "we would 
not be here in the morning". The Sandys RTBId and 11.-04 and myself stayed 
on station until H-79 (the first night Pao) came out and we showed him both survivors' positions and also where the tank was that was shooting  at us. 11r-79 then took over on scene and we (14 & 54) RTB 1 d. *TO Show Sandy's Position Of Survivors. 

. 	 /vrt f 74sw a''t 
YP' 6 Feb 	 - 

•;•,, 	• The first Hammer Fae to launch. was 11-40 and he arrived on station at 0600......4.  ..,' 
, 	.• 	.% 

	

....p. 	... 
He informed us that the weather was bad and that he had not made oontaot',W*. :* . 
with the survivors. At approximately 0800 $40 informed 140 that theyit.!.'1.:::: .; had. reestablished Contact with both A & B but the weather was still  bad to work the sm. At 0900 11-40 called us and told us to launch the  next Pao for the SAR. 1, 11-54, launched and arrived on station at  approximately 1000am. 11-40 RTBld and samly Q5,4 06 were on etation, :' ! :''.;.' *- 1  
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g o- l"... 	• 	' r.7. —'''. 7 . ' ,  ... ''. (7';:t reliovad 05 & 06 and 07 became on - 
scone. ovmweauvr. The weather begun to clear up quite rapidly and We 
had about a 8-10,000 1  overcast. Sandys 07 & OS pr000erled to talk to the 
survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position. I asked 
Sandy 07 if he knew where both survivors were and he said that he knew 
where Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo vas. I then pointed Bravo's 
chute out to 07 which he ha not soon before. (Oh yes, Alpha had pulled his 
chute in about a half an hotIr after he ejected on the 25'..h and it could not be 
seen anymore) When the Sandyp made the passes the survivors informed them that . • 

	

they were taking ground fire land the approximate position where it came from. . 	. 
The Sandys then began to terL1iz. the area by making repeated passes. 
Sandy 07 then showed me wheret he wanted some airstrikes put and for the next 2* hours I put airstrikes in rouxid the survivors while the Sandys were 
working in close proximity of Ithe survivors with their own ordnance. At 
approximately 1230 Sandy 09 & 10 checked in with the choppers and  at approx-
imately 1315 it was decided to go ahead with tho pickup. Sandy 07 told me 
where to lay down the smoke and I then worked Ringneck 957 flight and laid 
the smoke down. The Saniys (4 of them) then really worked the immediate area 
over and the chopper (65) was than brought in from the IP. Two other Sandye 	. 
were laying down CBU on both sides of the choppers route and Cobra 23A WAS 
picked up first. After Bravo was picked up the chopper exited the area 
by means of the same route that he entered. The whole pickup took about 
15 minutes. It was a well planned and well executed mission. 	 ,. . 	 . 	. 	 . 	
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Date - 25 Feb 71 	 .1 	. 
A 

On 25 Feb 71, I war3 scheduled for a mid-tour instrument refresher with  
Major Donaldson in my right seat and Col Walsh. Our mission was fragged  
and briefed for the Barrel Roll. About 25 minutes after takeoff, when  
we were checking in with ABCCC„ we were advised that the weather was  
unworkable in the Barrel and to return to IATKP with ordnance. As we ap  
)roached NKP ;  we were advised to divert to support the SAR in progress. 1 , , '• : 
King 26 gave us a route to a holding point (265/32/103). We had a good ii  
view of the "beach" around Delta 45 as we flew King's briefed route to 
the holding point. As we approached the SLR area, we were assigned to .. ., , 
escort Jolly Green 65 and 67 in the vicinity of Quang Tn. We escorted 
the Jolly Greens until our bingo time at 11300L. At about the same time, 

, the SAR effort was postponed for the evening.for darkness. We recovered  
at NET 1, logging 5.5 apiece. c:- i 	

. 
- 	1/1 --' .. ; .., 	:, 	-:- .1 	,  

EDWARD V. LOREN= JR, Capt USAF 	, 1 - i ,<, * ,::17..x.1. ..:i% ''!,-. '• 	, 	. -..,Q . ..1-,;;'' :i: ., -: HOBO 32 	 .,  itch 6 • to!,..- 	: 	, 
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CITATION 19 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

MICHAEL A. CURTIS 

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis .  distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near KhO Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, as a Pararescue Specialist on al 	53 Rescue 
Helicopter, Airman Curtis efforts culminated in the rescue of tr.() 
United States Air Force aircremen from certain death or capture 
by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of 
hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire, Airraan Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire 
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the safe 
rescue of the downed aj.rm. By his gallantri and devotion to 
duty, Airman Curtis has reflected great credit upon hirr i splf aid 
the United States Air Force. 



CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

EliGENE L. NARDI 

Technica3. Sergeant lgene L. Nardi distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, /as a Pararescue Technician on an 1-11-1-53 Rescue 
Helixopter, Sergeant Nardi's efforts culminated in the rescue of 
two United States Air Force aircrevanen from certain death or cap-
ture by hostile armed forces. With fUll knowledge of the extent 
of hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his 0141 

personal safety, and dilspite the helioopter's receiving numerous 
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide aippressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the 
safe -rescue of the downed airmen. By his gallai try and demotion 
to duty, Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself 
aid the United States Air Force. 

■A,) 



25 February 1971 

F - 41) 65 -0637 12 TM USAF, Phu Cat 
Capt Hedditcli (survived) 
lLt I McLaughlin (survived) 

The second, Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night 
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third 
pass on a target near Ban Tampanko when his aircraft was 
struck by ground fire, In this instance both the crew ejected suc- 
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter. 
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Darn Medals 

	

II 	 imp 

Recipients of the Silver Star Med-
al, from left, AlC Steve Rhody, 
Capt. John R. Weimer, TSgt. Eugene 
Nardi, and TSgt. Carlos J. McKinney 
II, pose in front of an 1111-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter. The 
medals were presented recently by 
Gen. Jack J. Catton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command. hissing 
from photo is AlC Michael Curtis, 
recipient of two medals, who has re-
turned to the United States. (U.S. 
Air Force Photo) 

Six Silver Star Medals were presented 
to five members of the 37th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in 
connection with military operations 
against an opposing armed force." 
The five are Cat. John h. Weimer 

Jr., an 115-53 "Super Jolly Green Giant" 
helicopter aircraft commander; TSgt. Car-
los J. McKinney II, flight engineer; 
TSgt.  Eugene L.  Nardi,  AlC Michael Curtis 
and AlC Steve Rhody, pararescuemen. 
Presenting the medals at the ceremony 

was Gen. Jack J. Catton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command, of which the 
37th ARRS is a subordinate unit. 

Captain Weimer, Sergeant McKinney, Ser-
geant Nardi and Airman Curtis were crew 
members on the same "Super Jolly Green 
Giant" when, on February 26, near Khe 
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts 
culminated in the rescue of two U.S. Air 
Force aircrewmen from "certain death or 

(See Story Page 2) 

General Gatton pressn Stars to Jolly Greens 



Page 2 

Silver Stars 
( Continued from Page 1) 

capture by hostile armed forces," accord­
ing to citations read at the ceremony. 

The citations further stated, "all crew 
members exposed the'lleelvee to hostile 
fire throughout the re~cue effort, "with 

AUGUST 28, 1971 

Presented 
full knowledge of the extent Of oostile 
fire in the area aoo ccmplete disregard 
for (their) personal safety, and despite 
the helioo~ter's receiVing nwneroue hits 
by ground fire." · 

Airman Curtis was doubly honored during 
the cere.mony, rec·ei vi.ng two Silver Stars. 
The second was in recognition of his per­
formance on Mar. 13, near Tchepone, Laos, 
when he and Ainnan · Rhody were again in­
volved in a re.scue attempt.. 

Airuian Rhody exposed. himself to ground 
r.1.re on the rescue hoist twice outside a 
door of the h-elicopter while descending 
to help a wow1ded survivor on the ground 
until withering ground fire crippled th& 
helicopter and wounded two crewruembere~ 
(Air11mn Curtis Wl\S one of these) ruaking 
continued. reswe effbrta 1.mpossibll!. . ~-

Airlilan Curtis" IJanr~ed his gun positi~J 
continuing to' ex.pose hirnael.r bo gro~i 
fire after beiug wound~, until the helill" 
copter sa!el1 depirted the ec.-ie. -l 

Captain Weimer, 30, a native of Sd 
Bernardino, Ca.lif ., is a graduate 1·of 
Sprinp,field Senior Hi;gh, Akron, Ohio. He 
has since at.tended Ohio Univereity in At.:. 
hens, and Central Mi'cl1igan University a~ 
Wurt.sm1.th AFB, Mich. He was corra.d~sione(J 
in the Air Fl>rce in 1962 under t.he Arla+ 

r 
tion Cadet program. J 

He is married to · the former Edith R~ .. 
McClellan of West Blockton, Altl . Th~ 
couple has three children: Donna, f.; Glo-
ria, 6 al'¥i Gary, 5. • 

A native of Mirimar, .i''la. , Sergeant 
Nard.i, 33, has at.tended Beth6l Park High 
School, Bethel Park, Pa., and Brownrd 
County Junior College, Fla. 

The 12-y&1r Air Force veteran has ser­
ved 32 mouths in the Republic of ~ .i.ct.rw1 
&s a pararescueinan. He was formerly ae­
sig11ed to the 39'Lll Aerospace heecue and 
kecovery Wing at Ricbarda~baur AFB, ~ro. 
Ser~eant HcKiru1ey is from New Braun­

!els, Tex. He is married to the fo1•11icr 
Cynthia F. Jwtg, also fro1n New Draunf els. 
They have ooe child, Michael, 11. 

Airwan Curtis has returned to th6 Unit­
.ea States, having completed his trur in 
the Republic. He graduated front Boston 
1!.nglish High ~chool, Bqeton, in 1969. 

Airman Rhody has attended Radford High 
School, Hawaii, and Ule Univeredty o! Ha­
waii. 

He was :~ ... at ;~n APB, Fl.A., 
r>rior to_~~-·.1.9~· 1amr. 



AN AUJMOIJZEO UNOntctlL l'UIUCAfK»I 
l'Oll 1"1 U.S. AIMID fOl!CH Of ntf PACS~IC COMMAND 

Suhdoy, foob. ~, 1971 

•DA NANG, ~ (AP) -
Two U.S... !Wl• l:lifrlb • 
scrib~ f~ti&Jlt~~ tMr'' 
huddled on • • ~ tilllaide 
for nearly 23 bQu.rs while Nortb 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them dt>wn onrtan a South 
Vietnaipes.e Ci.ft b•se a half 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighteT· 
bomber expl~d in names 
Thursday while dropping na· 
palm on eMm;Y ianb l\Jld gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese. airborne · 
battalien firt b~ ei-t miN-s 
1nsSAk Laoc. 

~ Tl* two ~nl~1\ eie<'.ted and 
_.a thil*, ~~y radlM t• 
... t air ~ ilD the attack­
ing force whtlc North Viet· 
namese soldiers searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Talking with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several houri! after lhE>i r res~. 
Capt. navid R. lledditcb, 2'. 
·Hamilron. Mont, and Lt thom 
a9 M_ M~Laughtln , 24, Melrose. 
Mass.. both s~ld "we tbou~h• 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnainese searchers came 
wlthln 10 fMt of tti.ir ~rate 
hitting Pk«'ei. 

"We ~ c,alied <1U4 ht ~ tnb.· 
doa OVff l.aota Thll:r'411.) after· 
noon, refuel ln the ev ovt1 
Thllilnnd and rt>turnild to Lao'> 
whl!'n the forward air controller 
- f"AC-told us to Mand by for a 
stnke on llill 31," said Hed· 
ditch, the aircran commander 

"I made my first napalm pas~ 
to mark the tarret, u1y wmg· 
ma.n made corre<'tion~ amt I 
mt1de a second nape strike. Ai. I 
W.i41l pulling out. the bird went 
out of C<>ntrol, pitched upward 
aOJJ ioon the whole coclcp11 
turne(l red. I knew '\Ve had been 
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hit and were on fire, but I don't 
know what hit us." 

MeLatughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2,000 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22V4 
hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"All I could find was some 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. "I heard sonic noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet- 

namese soldiers walking Aquila 
looking for me 

"After !hat I talked with am 
FA(' and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Tom as also 
on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right, but we didn't dare 
move toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he landed 
About 20 yards from an enelny 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crow 
talking in between rouul,%, as 
they fired at the fire tinse,” he 
said. "Both of us heard :tanks, 
continuous small-arms five and 
a 37inm antiaircraft gun work-
ing on the choppers overhead. 
There was a hell of a lot of fir-
ing out there." 

Rescue helicopters were re. 
peatedly driven off by interim* 
en'mi fire, and as dusk fell 
Ttvarsday night the forward air 
controller hovering overhead 
lo!d them they would have to 
speed the night in Laos. 

'Rieht then I figured we were 
dead, -  Iledditch said. "It start-
ed raining, freezing rain, and it 
ere!tinued through the night. I 
was stiff and sore from lying In 
roe same position all the time. 

At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the protective 
air pattern, flying 7S sorties 
ceettinuously for eight hours to 
keep the North Vietniameae 
ateay from their dowmatttl  bsai- 
dtes. 

_71* rAc decidod to try * pickup at 13,16 (1:15 p.s 
ReddItch, "Ile pad a set 

. right b7 eais 1..asark 
• 1411kioa: It swp4;10(iiteil 

-PIN e told sta,fitAlligi 444 
*ilia,  Abe 13.011E Gs1444.01441 
Erl4n  threw -away firma 

the 	ttap.)) 
- one , 	ea Isty A 

hPew tin...work w41 

chopper:: hovered 
limb 1 seartaik 

hat we.. 414441 
just, grabbed that 

The guys vete too 
4 word to me as  

..:-: '1,0 Kos az I distind IA; 1 M 
Ut to the NO Of the c 
' 	44Y .4 .top 	la ' 	: 
*Aso hattws while %se 
he 144k ttls TWA." • 
,_ When the it= clr 
li 	

eggiwid 

	

41,4 *fir .". 	PP lie- 
Imektin. it,tamei iamilet Avaboar. 
kw tire. ladaget 12 doe NU. 

,fA :f4flootia 15 to 25 seconds we* 
ita etersity as dor putted ma op 
ea the alling,n• maid 11141,2saghltis. 
•Plf* an expielamee I never 
waist to face again." 

liadditch continued: "Whesi 7 
WM Tom come in, I Alet 
owned over and eznbratwd 
lido. I can't even remetteUT 
'what we sa.3/4I because of the ru-
ler nein. 

y "We just held vet to each *C-
ot. we were so damn glad to so/ 

• etch other. Then we sat bark 
end counted the bullet holes." 



After what was iaossibly the longest 22 
hours of their Jives, t ..ro USAF jet fit-
e' rillots were pulled out of heavily en-
emy-infested territory reCently , by Crews 
frau the 37th ARRS. 

Cart. David R. fiedditch and 1st Lt, 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, both Phantom 
cdlote from rhu Cat AB, punched out of 
their aircraft after it was shot down by 
etiany fire near the Laotian city of Tche,- 
pone. 

That event started a ch ain-reactian 
which was to become one of the moot heav-
ily contested search sld retle (SAR) 
missions in the history of the war. 

With the many sometimes within 20 me-
ters of hie position, CapLain liedditch 
managed to lay low and evade his would-be 
captors while A-1F."; acyraiders and jet 

--fight.Ti• .----pounde,d the area to silence the 
enany ground tire 3 o that rescue choppers 
could got in. 

Lieutenant, McLaughlin, who was approxi-
mately a half-mile away from his fellow 
pilot, said that the cnemy was r.,0 close 
to his position that at one time while 
hiding in a bush; "I a 3 practically 
looking at two of thm face-to-face. 1 
reached for my weapon and thal froze in 
my po at ion. Amazingly they didn't spot 
ive and about five minutes later they 
started moving down the hill. I..didnit 
know whether I was going to have to shoot 
it out with then or what, rf 

Aided by A-1 .icy.raid ,..Irs and Jet fight-
ers, the "Duffs" stood a steady vigilance 
over the area while attunpts were made t, 
Aimee the cinemy guns. 

Around noon of the econc da,y, the area 
had been saturated Enough for the rescue 
chopt.xn- to come in and pick up the downed 
men. 

The crew of the refloue chopper were, 
Capt.. Karlton I. Bakke, aimraft c UZI al-
der; Capt. John R. c../(?-11m...r, Jr., the co-
pilot; TSgt. (trio f3 J. McKinney,  the 
flight engineer; and TS,)t. Eugane 1.. Nar-
di and Ale tti.chat,-.1 Uuttis, the PJ's 
(pararoscut-rtal). 
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Destroy Red Tank 

Phantoms Aid Downed Pilots 
DA NANG AFLD, Vietnam 

(Special) — The skill of two Air 
Force F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber crews from the 366th 
Tactical Fighter Wing here 
made the jungle cover useless 
an enemy tank that was at-
tempting, to foil a search and 
rescue operation. 

A pilot of one of the Phan-
toms, 1st Lt, John O. Lahoullere, 
commented on the unusual ac-
tion: "We were flying to  a  com-
bat support mistion in an am 
In Laos where AttVN ground 
troops were engaged in Oper-
ation Lam Son 719. As we ap• 
preached the area, we heard an-
other F4 crewman already over 
the target saying. 'Lead, lead, 
Yl111' re on fire!" 

"There was a slight pause and 
then we heard the forward air 
controller (FAC) say, one 
chute. 	 see the other one."' 

a Paeifie Stars & Stripes 
Tuesday. March Sc )971 

The Phantom., iitIMPitiaiely 
, tiVect (.41 	 When a 
•.earch and rescue OAR) is in 
Progress, irearly everything else 
is dropped,•' explained die lieu. 
tenant. "The SAft is of the ut-
most importance. 

'There was intense ground 
fire, and while we were working 
the area, the FAC. was trying to 
get the location of the two 
downed pilots: 

"The FA( saw two tanks com-
ing up a road in the area. At 
first,. we had a hard time spott-
ing them because of the haze in 
the area. Also, there were nu• 
merous helicopters in the area 
and we had to watch out toT 
them. 

"The tanks started tip the hill 
to where the two paraehele; had 
been spotted; so we made. 
pass, and the lead atrerab 
opened up on them with 20mn, 
'cannons. 

"The lead aircraft then came 
in again on a bomb pass. We fol- 

ihem in and dropped out 
oriitIonce. The VAC then told km 
1 ,,  go up high while lie checiked 
on the position of the two pi. 
lots ' tecalte.4 Lahouliere, 

ty thi54 time we were ino. or, 
Nis and had to rettirn to ba-ce. -  

tie AddcA. The Phanimts left the 
aria but Other aircraft were 
gi.on on the scene. 

When the erewmembers re-
tkiroe4 to Da Nang, they learned 
that they had been credited with 
des. , roying one of the tanks. Ttse 
rie • t day, after one of the most 
iniense SAR missions in rerent 
ii,ontlis. the two downed odon.. 
-*Tie picked up by rescue • 
from the 37th Aerospace Res , 

 mad Ilecovery Squadror fr. r,, 
P %Nang. 

When he learned that ,he uj 
lot had been rescued dtet 
1 ,  M .  • Of1 the ground. (..abottlk.re- 

rnentert, "I was really .,•11,4 
wb.to I heard that they firt:411N 
go,  them out — it most 1,:% r 

been hell down there 

100 
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Downed pilots spend 'longest 22 hours' 
DA NANG AFLD - After what was 

possibly the longest 22 hours of their 
lives, two jet fighter pilots were pulled 
out of heavily infested enemy territory 
1·ecently by rescue crews of the 37th 
A er o s p a c e Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron. 

Capt. David R. Hedditeh and 1st Lt. 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-4 Phantom 
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed 
out of their aircraft after it was hit by 
enemy fire near the Laotian city of 
Tchepone. That event started a chain 
reaction which was to become one of 
the most heavily contested search and 
rescue efforts in SEA during recent 
months. 

With the enemy sometimes within 
20 meters of his position, Captain Hed­
ditch managed to lay low and evade 
his would-be captors while A·l Sky. 
raiders and jet fighters pounded the 
area to silence the enemy ground fire 
so that rescue choppers could get in. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was 
approximately half a mile away from 
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy 
was so close to his position that at one 

Investigations 
bust 'H' ring, 
net 42 men 

HQ. 7AF - Forty-two enlisted air· 
men have been apprehended in con· 
nection with narcotics charges at Cam 
Ranh Bay AB. 

After a month-long investii;:ation 
into a narcotics ring at the base, the 
airmen Were being hf'ld for quC'~tlon -

Captain Hedditch 

time while hiding in a bush he was 
"practically looking at two of lhen1 
face-to-face." I reached for my weap· 
on and then froze in my position. 
Amazingly they didn't spat me and 
about five minutes later they stat·ted 
moving on down the hill. 

Hindered by heavy enemy g1'ound 
fire and poor weather conditions, tht: 
rescue efforts were unsuccessful th& 

first day. But with the first light of the 
new day the rescue aircraft were once 
again airbor ne and headed for the 
area. 

"Around noon the area had bee11 
saturated enough for us to come in," 
recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr., 
HH-53 co-pilot. " We wer-e still receiv­
ing ground fire, but once we found tht: 
survivors, the _ground fire was not so 
intense that we could not stay there." 

Said Capt. Carlton I. Bakke, rescue 
helicopter commander, "We came in 
at treetop level and picked up this air­
craft commander (Captain Hedditch) 
first. We saw his smoke marker and 
spotted him right away ancl had him 
pulled up within two or three minutes. 

"We then had to go over a little 
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed 
for his smoke and again we were 
about two or three minutes in a hover. 
Just as he was coming in the door we 
started receivin~ more ground fire 
and more hits. We got out low and fast 
and we received more ground fire." 

Lieutenant McLaughlin recatled 
Lhat when he saw the rescue chopper 
coming in, "l left everything I had sit· 
ting there and scrambled through the 

1.J .S. Ah' Force Photo3 ll'' 
TSJ.!t. 'Robert Minsk~· · 

Lieutenant Mclaughlin 

trees, falling down and tripping in the 
elephant grass, trying to get to that 
penetrator which hH the ground about 
the time I got to it. 

' 'Once I got on the penetrator, it 
seemed like forever before I got in the 
aircraft, with all the firing going on 
around me. But I guess they were 
shooting at the chopper and not me." 
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PhaVeSrlie 	Laosll 
The two crewmen ejected and 

used their emergency radios to 
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force while North Viet-
namese soldiers searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Ta I kin g with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours  after their rescue, 
Capt. David R. Hedditeh, 28, 
Hamilton, Mont.,  and Lt. Thom-
as  M. McLaughlin,  24, Melrose, 
Mass., both -  said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnamese searchers came 
within 10 feet of their separate 
hiding places. 

t4- 	eilti3Lia,:f 
.11 

DA NAN(' Vietnam CAP) — 
Two U.S. fighter pilots- de-
scribed .Friday night how they 
huddled on a Laotian hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half - 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos. 

We were called out in a mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after- 
noon, refuel in the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air controller 
—FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31," said Hod-
ditch, the aircraft commander. 

"I made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and 
made a second nape strike. As I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
out of control, pitched upward 
and then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had been  

hit and were on fire, but I don't 
know what hit us." 

McLaughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2,006 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22IA: 2 

 hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"All I could find was some 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. "I heard some noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet - 

p- 

z 

rs  
:  

namese soldiers walking -around, 
looking for me. 

"After that I talked with an 
FAC and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Tom was also 

-on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right, but we didn't dare 
move toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he. landed 
about 20 yards from an enemy 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crew 
talking in between rounds as 
they fired at the fire base," he 
said. "Both of us heard tanks, 
continuous small-arms fire and 
a 37min antiaircraft gun work- 

f ir- 

Trtfra smok 
when the Jolly Green came in 
and I threw it away from m 
down the hillside so the NV/ 

dn't open up on my posi 
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DA NAN0  Vietnam (AP) — 
Two U.S. fighter pilots de-
scribed Friday night how they 
huddled on a Laotian hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire -  base a half 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos. 

a() 

_ 

_  ;  PiIots Descriao 	m ai iii  Egos  3 	45' 

The two crewmen ejected and 
used their emergency radios to 
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force 'while North Viet-
namese soldiers Searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Talking with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours after their rescue, 
Capt. David R. Iledditch, 28, 
Hamilton, Mont. and Lt. Thom-
as M. McLaughlin, 24, Melrose, 
Mass., both .  said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnaraese searchers came 
within 10 feet of their separate 
hiding places. 

"We were called out in a mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after-
noon, refuel in the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air controller 
—FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31," said lied-
ditch, the aircraft commander. 

"I made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wirw-
Man made corrections and 
made a second nape strike. As I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
out of control, pitched upward 
and then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had hPorr 

hit and were on fire, but I don't namese soldiers walking arcau 
knots- what hit us." 	 looking for me. 

McLaughlin, his backseater, 	"After that I talked with t ejected first. They parachuted' FAC and he assured us a 2,000 feet and landed on a hill- would get as much air cover t 
side near the fire base, 	they could lay on. Tom was alt 

Face's smeared with mud for 'on the radio, so I knew he wt 
camouflage, the men remained all right, but we didn't dal 
separated for the next 22V2 move toward each other." hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 	McLaughlin said he lande Friday afternoon. 	 about 20 yards from an enem 

"All I could find was some mortar, 
knee high grass to hide in," said 	"I could hear the gun crei 
Hedditch. "I heard some noise, talking in between rounds a 
shut off my radio and just froze, they fired at the fire base," h 

said. "Roth of us heard tanks 
continuous :, inall-arni, fire an , 

 a :17tiini antiaircraft aun work 
ine on the choppers overhead 
Thore was 

 
shell cf a I:it. or fir 

- ;:! rhc.rc:• 

Rescue helicopters were re 

!

peatedly driven off by intenst 
enemy fire, and as dusk fel. 
Thursday night the forward all 
controller hovering overhea 
told them they would have tc 
spend the night in Laos. 

"Right then I figured we were 
dead," Hedditch said. "It start-
ed raining, freezing rain, and it 
continued through the night. I 
was stiff and sore from lying in 
the same position all the time. 

At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the protective 

: air pattern. flying 75 sorties 
' continuously for eight hours to 
. keep the North Vietnamese 
away from their downed bud-
dies. 

'The FAC decided to tr ■ :,n. 
other pickup at 1315' (171 n u: i'' 
said Heddituh. "lie put a smule-: 
flare right by MC to mark the 
position. It scared the hell out of 

_ 
"As soon as I climbed in, I 

went to the back of the chopper 
with my .45, hoping to nose 
some bad guys while we headed 
to pick up Tom." 

When the helicopter dropped 
down again to pick up Mc-
Laughlin. it came under wither-
ing fire, taking 13 direct hits. 

"Those 15 to 25 seconds were 
an eternity as they pulled me up 
on the sling," said McLaughlin. 
"It's an experience I never 
want to face again." 

Hedditch continued: "When I 
saw Tom come in, I just' 
crawled over and embraced 
him. I can't even remember 
what we said because of the ro-
tor noise. 

mod" I titre* it away runitut; 

down the hilfsiiit 'so the NVA 
wouldn't open up on my posi-
tion. I knew they were watch-
ing. 

"The chopper hovered about 
25 feet away and I scampered 
toward it. I really expected to be 
shot, but we didn't take any 
fire. I just grabbed that sling 
and prayed as they hauled me 
up. The guys were too busy to 
say a word to me as I came in. 



CITATION 19 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

MICHAEL A. CURTIS 

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis .  distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near KhO Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, as a Pararescue Specialist on al 	53 Rescue 
Helicopter, Airman Curtis efforts culminated in the rescue of tr.() 
United States Air Force aircremen from certain death or capture 
by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of 
hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire, Airraan Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire 
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the safe 
rescue of the downed aj.rm. By his gallantri and devotion to 
duty, Airman Curtis has reflected great credit upon hirr i splf aid 
the United States Air Force. 



CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

EliGENE L. NARDI 

Technica3. Sergeant lgene L. Nardi distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, /as a Pararescue Technician on an 1-11-1-53 Rescue 
Helixopter, Sergeant Nardi's efforts culminated in the rescue of 
two United States Air Force aircrevanen from certain death or cap-
ture by hostile armed forces. With fUll knowledge of the extent 
of hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his 0141 

personal safety, and dilspite the helioopter's receiving numerous 
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide aippressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the 
safe -rescue of the downed airmen. By his gallai try and demotion 
to duty, Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself 
aid the United States Air Force. 

■A,) 



25 February 1971 

F - 41) 65 -0637 12 TM USAF, Phu Cat 
Capt Hedditcli (survived) 
lLt I McLaughlin (survived) 

The second, Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night 
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third 
pass on a target near Ban Tampanko when his aircraft was 
struck by ground fire, In this instance both the crew ejected suc- 
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter. 
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Recipients of the Silver Star Med-
al, from left, AlC Steve Rhody, 
Capt. John R. Weimer, TSgt. Eugene 
Nardi, and TSgt. Carlos J. McKinney 
II, pose in front of an 1111-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter. The 
medals were presented recently by 
Gen. Jack J. Catton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command. hissing 
from photo is AlC Michael Curtis, 
recipient of two medals, who has re-
turned to the United States. (U.S. 
Air Force Photo) 

Six Silver Star Medals were presented 
to five members of the 37th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in 
connection with military operations 
against an opposing armed force." 
The five are Cat. John h. Weimer 

Jr., an 115-53 "Super Jolly Green Giant" 
helicopter aircraft commander; TSgt. Car-
los J. McKinney II, flight engineer; 
TSgt.  Eugene L.  Nardi,  AlC Michael Curtis 
and AlC Steve Rhody, pararescuemen. 
Presenting the medals at the ceremony 

was Gen. Jack J. Catton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command, of which the 
37th ARRS is a subordinate unit. 

Captain Weimer, Sergeant McKinney, Ser-
geant Nardi and Airman Curtis were crew 
members on the same "Super Jolly Green 
Giant" when, on February 26, near Khe 
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts 
culminated in the rescue of two U.S. Air 
Force aircrewmen from "certain death or 

(See Story Page 2) 

General Gatton pressn Stars to Jolly Greens 
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Silver Stars 
( Continued from Page 1) 

capture by hostile armed forces," accord­
ing to citations read at the ceremony. 

The citations further stated, "all crew 
members exposed the'lleelvee to hostile 
fire throughout the re~cue effort, "with 

AUGUST 28, 1971 

Presented 
full knowledge of the extent Of oostile 
fire in the area aoo ccmplete disregard 
for (their) personal safety, and despite 
the helioo~ter's receiVing nwneroue hits 
by ground fire." · 

Airman Curtis was doubly honored during 
the cere.mony, rec·ei vi.ng two Silver Stars. 
The second was in recognition of his per­
formance on Mar. 13, near Tchepone, Laos, 
when he and Ainnan · Rhody were again in­
volved in a re.scue attempt.. 

Airuian Rhody exposed. himself to ground 
r.1.re on the rescue hoist twice outside a 
door of the h-elicopter while descending 
to help a wow1ded survivor on the ground 
until withering ground fire crippled th& 
helicopter and wounded two crewruembere~ 
(Air11mn Curtis Wl\S one of these) ruaking 
continued. reswe effbrta 1.mpossibll!. . ~-

Airlilan Curtis" IJanr~ed his gun positi~J 
continuing to' ex.pose hirnael.r bo gro~i 
fire after beiug wound~, until the helill" 
copter sa!el1 depirted the ec.-ie. -l 

Captain Weimer, 30, a native of Sd 
Bernardino, Ca.lif ., is a graduate 1·of 
Sprinp,field Senior Hi;gh, Akron, Ohio. He 
has since at.tended Ohio Univereity in At.:. 
hens, and Central Mi'cl1igan University a~ 
Wurt.sm1.th AFB, Mich. He was corra.d~sione(J 
in the Air Fl>rce in 1962 under t.he Arla+ 

r 
tion Cadet program. J 

He is married to · the former Edith R~ .. 
McClellan of West Blockton, Altl . Th~ 
couple has three children: Donna, f.; Glo-
ria, 6 al'¥i Gary, 5. • 

A native of Mirimar, .i''la. , Sergeant 
Nard.i, 33, has at.tended Beth6l Park High 
School, Bethel Park, Pa., and Brownrd 
County Junior College, Fla. 

The 12-y&1r Air Force veteran has ser­
ved 32 mouths in the Republic of ~ .i.ct.rw1 
&s a pararescueinan. He was formerly ae­
sig11ed to the 39'Lll Aerospace heecue and 
kecovery Wing at Ricbarda~baur AFB, ~ro. 
Ser~eant HcKiru1ey is from New Braun­

!els, Tex. He is married to the fo1•11icr 
Cynthia F. Jwtg, also fro1n New Draunf els. 
They have ooe child, Michael, 11. 

Airwan Curtis has returned to th6 Unit­
.ea States, having completed his trur in 
the Republic. He graduated front Boston 
1!.nglish High ~chool, Bqeton, in 1969. 

Airman Rhody has attended Radford High 
School, Hawaii, and Ule Univeredty o! Ha­
waii. 

He was :~ ... at ;~n APB, Fl.A., 
r>rior to_~~-·.1.9~· 1amr. 



AN AUJMOIJZEO UNOntctlL l'UIUCAfK»I 
l'Oll 1"1 U.S. AIMID fOl!CH Of ntf PACS~IC COMMAND 

Suhdoy, foob. ~, 1971 

•DA NANG, ~ (AP) -
Two U.S... !Wl• l:lifrlb • 
scrib~ f~ti&Jlt~~ tMr'' 
huddled on • • ~ tilllaide 
for nearly 23 bQu.rs while Nortb 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them dt>wn onrtan a South 
Vietnaipes.e Ci.ft b•se a half 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighteT· 
bomber expl~d in names 
Thursday while dropping na· 
palm on eMm;Y ianb l\Jld gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese. airborne · 
battalien firt b~ ei-t miN-s 
1nsSAk Laoc. 

~ Tl* two ~nl~1\ eie<'.ted and 
_.a thil*, ~~y radlM t• 
... t air ~ ilD the attack­
ing force whtlc North Viet· 
namese soldiers searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Talking with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several houri! after lhE>i r res~. 
Capt. navid R. lledditcb, 2'. 
·Hamilron. Mont, and Lt thom 
a9 M_ M~Laughtln , 24, Melrose. 
Mass.. both s~ld "we tbou~h• 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnainese searchers came 
wlthln 10 fMt of tti.ir ~rate 
hitting Pk«'ei. 

"We ~ c,alied <1U4 ht ~ tnb.· 
doa OVff l.aota Thll:r'411.) after· 
noon, refuel ln the ev ovt1 
Thllilnnd and rt>turnild to Lao'> 
whl!'n the forward air controller 
- f"AC-told us to Mand by for a 
stnke on llill 31," said Hed· 
ditch, the aircran commander 

"I made my first napalm pas~ 
to mark the tarret, u1y wmg· 
ma.n made corre<'tion~ amt I 
mt1de a second nape strike. Ai. I 
W.i41l pulling out. the bird went 
out of C<>ntrol, pitched upward 
aOJJ ioon the whole coclcp11 
turne(l red. I knew '\Ve had been 
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hit and were on fire, but I don't 
know what hit us." 

MeLatughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2,000 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22V4 
hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"All I could find was some 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. "I heard sonic noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet- 

namese soldiers walking Aquila 
looking for me 

"After !hat I talked with am 
FA(' and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Tom as also 
on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right, but we didn't dare 
move toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he landed 
About 20 yards from an enelny 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crow 
talking in between rouul,%, as 
they fired at the fire tinse,” he 
said. "Both of us heard :tanks, 
continuous small-arms five and 
a 37inm antiaircraft gun work-
ing on the choppers overhead. 
There was a hell of a lot of fir-
ing out there." 

Rescue helicopters were re. 
peatedly driven off by interim* 
en'mi fire, and as dusk fell 
Ttvarsday night the forward air 
controller hovering overhead 
lo!d them they would have to 
speed the night in Laos. 

'Rieht then I figured we were 
dead, -  Iledditch said. "It start-
ed raining, freezing rain, and it 
ere!tinued through the night. I 
was stiff and sore from lying In 
roe same position all the time. 

At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the protective 
air pattern, flying 7S sorties 
ceettinuously for eight hours to 
keep the North Vietniameae 
ateay from their dowmatttl  bsai- 
dtes. 

_71* rAc decidod to try * pickup at 13,16 (1:15 p.s 
ReddItch, "Ile pad a set 

. right b7 eais 1..asark 
• 1411kioa: It swp4;10(iiteil 

-PIN e told sta,fitAlligi 444 
*ilia,  Abe 13.011E Gs1444.01441 
Erl4n  threw -away firma 

the 	ttap.)) 
- one , 	ea Isty A 

hPew tin...work w41 

chopper:: hovered 
limb 1 seartaik 

hat we.. 414441 
just, grabbed that 

The guys vete too 
4 word to me as  

..:-: '1,0 Kos az I distind IA; 1 M 
Ut to the NO Of the c 
' 	44Y .4 .top 	la ' 	: 
*Aso hattws while %se 
he 144k ttls TWA." • 
,_ When the it= clr 
li 	

eggiwid 

	

41,4 *fir .". 	PP lie- 
Imektin. it,tamei iamilet Avaboar. 
kw tire. ladaget 12 doe NU. 

,fA :f4flootia 15 to 25 seconds we* 
ita etersity as dor putted ma op 
ea the alling,n• maid 11141,2saghltis. 
•Plf* an expielamee I never 
waist to face again." 

liadditch continued: "Whesi 7 
WM Tom come in, I Alet 
owned over and eznbratwd 
lido. I can't even remetteUT 
'what we sa.3/4I because of the ru-
ler nein. 

y "We just held vet to each *C-
ot. we were so damn glad to so/ 

• etch other. Then we sat bark 
end counted the bullet holes." 



After what was iaossibly the longest 22 
hours of their Jives, t ..ro USAF jet fit-
e' rillots were pulled out of heavily en-
emy-infested territory reCently , by Crews 
frau the 37th ARRS. 

Cart. David R. fiedditch and 1st Lt, 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, both Phantom 
cdlote from rhu Cat AB, punched out of 
their aircraft after it was shot down by 
etiany fire near the Laotian city of Tche,- 
pone. 

That event started a ch ain-reactian 
which was to become one of the moot heav-
ily contested search sld retle (SAR) 
missions in the history of the war. 

With the many sometimes within 20 me-
ters of hie position, CapLain liedditch 
managed to lay low and evade his would-be 
captors while A-1F."; acyraiders and jet 

--fight.Ti• .----pounde,d the area to silence the 
enany ground tire 3 o that rescue choppers 
could got in. 

Lieutenant, McLaughlin, who was approxi-
mately a half-mile away from his fellow 
pilot, said that the cnemy was r.,0 close 
to his position that at one time while 
hiding in a bush; "I a 3 practically 
looking at two of thm face-to-face. 1 
reached for my weapon and thal froze in 
my po at ion. Amazingly they didn't spot 
ive and about five minutes later they 
started moving down the hill. I..didnit 
know whether I was going to have to shoot 
it out with then or what, rf 

Aided by A-1 .icy.raid ,..Irs and Jet fight-
ers, the "Duffs" stood a steady vigilance 
over the area while attunpts were made t, 
Aimee the cinemy guns. 

Around noon of the econc da,y, the area 
had been saturated Enough for the rescue 
chopt.xn- to come in and pick up the downed 
men. 

The crew of the refloue chopper were, 
Capt.. Karlton I. Bakke, aimraft c UZI al-
der; Capt. John R. c../(?-11m...r, Jr., the co-
pilot; TSgt. (trio f3 J. McKinney,  the 
flight engineer; and TS,)t. Eugane 1.. Nar-
di and Ale tti.chat,-.1 Uuttis, the PJ's 
(pararoscut-rtal). 
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Destroy Red Tank 

Phantoms Aid Downed Pilots 
DA NANG AFLD, Vietnam 

(Special) — The skill of two Air 
Force F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber crews from the 366th 
Tactical Fighter Wing here 
made the jungle cover useless 
an enemy tank that was at-
tempting, to foil a search and 
rescue operation. 

A pilot of one of the Phan-
toms, 1st Lt, John O. Lahoullere, 
commented on the unusual ac-
tion: "We were flying to  a  com-
bat support mistion in an am 
In Laos where AttVN ground 
troops were engaged in Oper-
ation Lam Son 719. As we ap• 
preached the area, we heard an-
other F4 crewman already over 
the target saying. 'Lead, lead, 
Yl111' re on fire!" 

"There was a slight pause and 
then we heard the forward air 
controller (FAC) say, one 
chute. 	 see the other one."' 

a Paeifie Stars & Stripes 
Tuesday. March Sc )971 

The Phantom., iitIMPitiaiely 
, tiVect (.41 	 When a 
•.earch and rescue OAR) is in 
Progress, irearly everything else 
is dropped,•' explained die lieu. 
tenant. "The SAft is of the ut-
most importance. 

'There was intense ground 
fire, and while we were working 
the area, the FAC. was trying to 
get the location of the two 
downed pilots: 

"The FA( saw two tanks com-
ing up a road in the area. At 
first,. we had a hard time spott-
ing them because of the haze in 
the area. Also, there were nu• 
merous helicopters in the area 
and we had to watch out toT 
them. 

"The tanks started tip the hill 
to where the two paraehele; had 
been spotted; so we made. 
pass, and the lead atrerab 
opened up on them with 20mn, 
'cannons. 

"The lead aircraft then came 
in again on a bomb pass. We fol- 

ihem in and dropped out 
oriitIonce. The VAC then told km 
1 ,,  go up high while lie checiked 
on the position of the two pi. 
lots ' tecalte.4 Lahouliere, 

ty thi54 time we were ino. or, 
Nis and had to rettirn to ba-ce. -  

tie AddcA. The Phanimts left the 
aria but Other aircraft were 
gi.on on the scene. 

When the erewmembers re-
tkiroe4 to Da Nang, they learned 
that they had been credited with 
des. , roying one of the tanks. Ttse 
rie • t day, after one of the most 
iniense SAR missions in rerent 
ii,ontlis. the two downed odon.. 
-*Tie picked up by rescue • 
from the 37th Aerospace Res , 

 mad Ilecovery Squadror fr. r,, 
P %Nang. 

When he learned that ,he uj 
lot had been rescued dtet 
1 ,  M .  • Of1 the ground. (..abottlk.re- 

rnentert, "I was really .,•11,4 
wb.to I heard that they firt:411N 
go,  them out — it most 1,:% r 

been hell down there 

100 
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Downed pilots spend 'longest 22 hours' 
DA NANG AFLD - After what was 

possibly the longest 22 hours of their 
lives, two jet fighter pilots were pulled 
out of heavily infested enemy territory 
1·ecently by rescue crews of the 37th 
A er o s p a c e Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron. 

Capt. David R. Hedditeh and 1st Lt. 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-4 Phantom 
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed 
out of their aircraft after it was hit by 
enemy fire near the Laotian city of 
Tchepone. That event started a chain 
reaction which was to become one of 
the most heavily contested search and 
rescue efforts in SEA during recent 
months. 

With the enemy sometimes within 
20 meters of his position, Captain Hed­
ditch managed to lay low and evade 
his would-be captors while A·l Sky. 
raiders and jet fighters pounded the 
area to silence the enemy ground fire 
so that rescue choppers could get in. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was 
approximately half a mile away from 
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy 
was so close to his position that at one 

Investigations 
bust 'H' ring, 
net 42 men 

HQ. 7AF - Forty-two enlisted air· 
men have been apprehended in con· 
nection with narcotics charges at Cam 
Ranh Bay AB. 

After a month-long investii;:ation 
into a narcotics ring at the base, the 
airmen Were being hf'ld for quC'~tlon -

Captain Hedditch 

time while hiding in a bush he was 
"practically looking at two of lhen1 
face-to-face." I reached for my weap· 
on and then froze in my position. 
Amazingly they didn't spat me and 
about five minutes later they stat·ted 
moving on down the hill. 

Hindered by heavy enemy g1'ound 
fire and poor weather conditions, tht: 
rescue efforts were unsuccessful th& 

first day. But with the first light of the 
new day the rescue aircraft were once 
again airbor ne and headed for the 
area. 

"Around noon the area had bee11 
saturated enough for us to come in," 
recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr., 
HH-53 co-pilot. " We wer-e still receiv­
ing ground fire, but once we found tht: 
survivors, the _ground fire was not so 
intense that we could not stay there." 

Said Capt. Carlton I. Bakke, rescue 
helicopter commander, "We came in 
at treetop level and picked up this air­
craft commander (Captain Hedditch) 
first. We saw his smoke marker and 
spotted him right away ancl had him 
pulled up within two or three minutes. 

"We then had to go over a little 
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed 
for his smoke and again we were 
about two or three minutes in a hover. 
Just as he was coming in the door we 
started receivin~ more ground fire 
and more hits. We got out low and fast 
and we received more ground fire." 

Lieutenant McLaughlin recatled 
Lhat when he saw the rescue chopper 
coming in, "l left everything I had sit· 
ting there and scrambled through the 

1.J .S. Ah' Force Photo3 ll'' 
TSJ.!t. 'Robert Minsk~· · 

Lieutenant Mclaughlin 

trees, falling down and tripping in the 
elephant grass, trying to get to that 
penetrator which hH the ground about 
the time I got to it. 

' 'Once I got on the penetrator, it 
seemed like forever before I got in the 
aircraft, with all the firing going on 
around me. But I guess they were 
shooting at the chopper and not me." 
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PhaVeSrlie 	Laosll 
The two crewmen ejected and 

used their emergency radios to 
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force while North Viet-
namese soldiers searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Ta I kin g with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours  after their rescue, 
Capt. David R. Hedditeh, 28, 
Hamilton, Mont.,  and Lt. Thom-
as  M. McLaughlin,  24, Melrose, 
Mass., both -  said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnamese searchers came 
within 10 feet of their separate 
hiding places. 

t4- 	eilti3Lia,:f 
.11 

DA NAN(' Vietnam CAP) — 
Two U.S. fighter pilots- de-
scribed .Friday night how they 
huddled on a Laotian hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half - 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos. 

We were called out in a mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after- 
noon, refuel in the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air controller 
—FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31," said Hod-
ditch, the aircraft commander. 

"I made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and 
made a second nape strike. As I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
out of control, pitched upward 
and then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had been  

hit and were on fire, but I don't 
know what hit us." 

McLaughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2,006 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22IA: 2 

 hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"All I could find was some 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. "I heard some noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet - 

p- 

z 

rs  
:  

namese soldiers walking -around, 
looking for me. 

"After that I talked with an 
FAC and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Tom was also 

-on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right, but we didn't dare 
move toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he. landed 
about 20 yards from an enemy 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crew 
talking in between rounds as 
they fired at the fire base," he 
said. "Both of us heard tanks, 
continuous small-arms fire and 
a 37min antiaircraft gun work- 

f ir- 

Trtfra smok 
when the Jolly Green came in 
and I threw it away from m 
down the hillside so the NV/ 

dn't open up on my posi 
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"As soon as 1 climbed in, I 
went to the back of the chopp1>r 
with my .45, hoping to bose 

I 
somi;i bad guy:. ~:hitc we headed 
to pick up Tom. 

W)len the helicopter dropped 
down again to pick up Me­

l Laughlin, lt came under wither· 
ing fire, taldng 13 direct !\its. 

"Those 15 to 25 seconds were 
an eternity as they pulled me ~P 

th Slin" " · said McLaughlin. 
on e ,., · I never " It's an expt>nen~.e 
want to face agaln-

Hedditch continued: "When I , 
saw Tom come in, I just 
crawled over and embraced 
him. I cain even remember 
what we said because of the ro­
tor noise. 

conlir.uous >mall-arr.1, fire an• 
a l: nun antk~ircraft !.!~n ~,·ork 
int- rm rhe choppers oq:rhead 
'rhl'rc w;.s <> hell d a ht o! fir 
i;g,: o:H th£-"rr ~ ·· 
Re·c~ hehcoplers were re 

peatec;!ly dri\•en off oy jntenst 
enem)' fire, and .as dusk feJ 
Thursday hight the forward ah 
controller hovering 01•e.rheac 
told them they would have tc 
spend the night in Laos. 

"Flight then 1 figured we we.re 
dead," Hedditch s·a!d. " [ t start­
ed raining, freezing rain, an:! ii 
continued through the- night. I 
was stiff and sore from lying in 
the same posmon all the time. 

At first 1i~hl Friday, fi1;tuer· 
bomher~ joined lhe proteclln• 

• air p:l!tern. flying 7~ ~ortie> 
conunuous!y for ~I hours to 
keep the Nonb Vietnamese 
a""a" from 1heiT tlnwned oud. 
dies: 

·•'fflp 'f'1\C dedC€'<1 11) Ir~ :.~-
1o1l.~r ;.un:.:p at 1:1?;; (l: •;; 11.n. 1·· 
sad H1:<ldt-ch. ··lfe .put a smo.:t­
fl:ire right by me to mark the 
position. It scared the hell out of 
~~~~~~=--ht 'liR" 0 'f lsieeJ\ "P.-'"v •1 

d . I -threw it awa.y jtoro me 
.ndo·""" the MtSlde ·so "tl'le NV~ 

""" .._ m)' poSl· 

~g~~~·~n°i:"ih'6- ~~re watch-

ing. ed about 
"The chopper novel' ed 

25 Ieet away an51 l sc.aroper be 
towa~d it. I rea~~~k.! ~any 
sf?ot, Ibuj~st~rabbed that" sliDg 
ire. th · hauled me 

and prayed as ey·t b"'Y tc 
"'b '""'S were oo ~ up. ' e ,.~, - · I came in. 

say a word to me as 




