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COBRA 23 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY

(C) Search and Recovery torces encountered intense resise
tance and marginal weather during a two day effort which resulted
in the successtul rescue of Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, The two F-l
crewmembers ejected in hostile territory atter sustaining battle
damage. They landed at 260/L43 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang Tri
Air Base, RVN) near Delta 12, a major interdiction point on the Ho
Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The incident occurred in mid atrternoon
and the weather was marginal. By the time SAR torces started to
arrive the weather had degenerated to the extent that the objective
area was completely obscured by a rain squall. Bad weather,
approaching darkness and intense enemy resistance prevented a pick
up that day and caused a great deal of apprehension among the
survivors who were well aware of their precarious position. When
the downed crewmembers were informed that they would have to wait
for a first light pick up, Cobra 23 Alpha replied "We won't be here

154
in the morningv,

(C} Hammer 62, a FAC (Forward Air Controller) was working a
strike just south of the objective position and diverted at approx=
imately 1530L to provide assistance. When he arrived there were
already five other Hammer FAC's on scene as well as about 20

helicopters. Hammer 62 located both survivors!' parachutes and

pointed them out to Sandy 09 who assumed On-Scene Command when he

154. gaRco Report tor Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, Document #,
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arrived at 1600L., During low passes to determine the exact
position of the survivors, both aircraft received intense ground
fire from small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment
and a tank parked on a hill about 300 meters to the west.
During one pass Sandy 09 received battle damage and departed the
area. After landing he determined that the aircraft had numerous
holes shot in it and one hole in the right elevator was the size
of a football.155

(C) Sandy 06 took charge as On-Scene Commander and by this
time the weather had deteriorated making it virtually impossible
to continue the search. Successive passes met with intense
registance. Poor visibility and approaching darkness made it
impossible to pin point Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo's positions.
The survivors were given bed down instructions and etforts for
that day terminated. Meanwhile at TeePee (Command and Control
Center at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB) plans were being formulated tor
the major effort that would commence at first light of the next
morning, i

(C) The next morning, 26 February 197., Sandy 03/0L departed
for the scene at OLUOL. Upon arrival Sandy O3 took charge as On-
Scene Commander and relieved Hammer 4O, a night FAC who had been
monitoring the survivors' positions. Sandy 03 was able to locate

the exact position of Cobra 23 Bravo but Alpha's area was

obscured by very low clouds. Several sources of enemy resistance

155. Ibid L]
156+ Ibid,
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were located on ridge lines in the area. A FAC, Hammer 48,
directed strikes by fast movers (jet aircraft) on these positions
in an effort to sterilize ths area. The weather remained
marginal and Sandy 03/04 had to depart for low tuel prior to pin
pointing both positions.157

(C) Sandy 05 took over as On-Scene Commander and soon the
weather improved enough to permit positive identitication of the
downed crewmembers' positions. During each pass over the
survivors the aircraft were subjected to enemy ground fire,
Sandy 05/06 expended all of their ordnance on enemy positions
prior to turning On-Scene Command over to Sandy 07 at approximately
09001..158

(C) Sandy 0'(/0Y continued the sterilization process by
locating resistance, marking it and striking enemy positions. The
A-1's struck at positions near the survivors and four F=i4's were
called in to strike a ridge line which supported many gun emplace-
ments. The F-4's dropped napalm and the top of the entire ridge
line went wp in flames. No resistance was encountered trom this
area during the remainder of the effort. As the resistance
diminished, Sandy 07 formulated a pick up plan which would take
place within an hour, The Jolly Green helicopters would come in
from the southwest over a friendly position about three miles trom

the survivors, Smoke would be used to mask oft’ suspected enemy

positions and obscure the survivors, The IP (Initial Point) and

157. Ibidc
158, Ibid.
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objective points would be marked and Sandy 09/10 would escort the

low Jolly Green in for the pick up and back out the reverse route, 139
(C) The pick up was executed and the effort went as planned,

Hammer 5l controlled smoke placement which was provided by F=4

aircraft. Three A-1l's escorted the Jolly Green helicopter and

sterilized his path. Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo expended their

signal tlares on command and were easily located. The survivors

were picked up very quickly and the Jolly Green exited over the

planned route and departed for DaNang Air Base, RVN. The Search

and Recovery for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo was successfully completed

1
and the effort was terminated at 1437L,
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that
Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both hel icopters
proceeded to the scene where they were joined by the SAR
force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard.
The cockpit seemed to be intact so It was decided that a
pararescueman should be lowered to determine If there were
survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-
turned to Da Nang Afld, RVN.

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees
for 43 mlles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were
scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point
west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later
scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a
pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base, A
first light effort was planned for the next morning. All
SAR forces were reassembled Iin the area the next morning but
the rescue was delayed untl] hostlile forces dould be elimin-
ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the plckup of
both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green
65 flown by Captaln Bakke did take several hits from small
arms fire during the rescue,

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The
pilot of a Navy alrcraft, call sign Chipple 414, balled out
feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled
to the scene and a successful water plckup was accomp)ished.

Heavy fog In the area made this recovery very difficult,
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() Rime 20, fiying wast erlit, recedved May Day cal from Cobra 24
et OURLN, He slated timi Cotra 23 wipha snd bravo had ejected at
REO/L3/CH 103 and thal b= few two good chutes, At 07282, Hammer Ok
whe aproinbed On-Seene-Commnder(0S0) nod stated be had comtast

with both sweviwrs who reported they were okay, Thay were dewn ap-
prozdrately 300-600 metern U5 of Iirebese 31 whion wag then hedng
overrun by the enewy mmd mupercus TIC actions weve in progrees,
faring the following 20 rinutes Howmer 04 attompted to organisze the
fal for the crewmembers while he and other FAC's were direeting sir
strikes in the imgediste vielnity in support of the friendly growme
troops, Jolly Greens (4], Sandys (6) wers recuested at O7332Z; smoke
and CHUY wplesd were direetos plus MiG CAP, INONSANIWLLH bordar cleare
anes. At 08107, Hammor 4O assumed GSC replacing Hammer Ol who was
Linge fuel. Weather in the S5ii ares wes rapidly deterioratinmg end
low cloude hampered the rescue affort for the survivors who were re-
ported o be appreximetely 2000' on the east side of o hill, Haseer
4O worked some fmet movors with snake and nepe in an attemgt to sup~
press heawy growsd fire from small arse, automatic weapons snd seve
eral enemy tanks that were closing in on the firebase. Nesswous oir
bursts wers also observed from vuspected AAA, both 23M and 37MM,

At Q900Z, Bandys 09 and 10 were on spene resclving a brdefisg from
Honmer 4G when Sandy 10 took a hit and decided to ETH Chapmel 103
secorted by Hammer 62, Kimg 27 war sirborne at 05061 enrcute to

the seene to set sz backup AN and stapdby for pessible AR, AW O930Z,
Sandy 10 returned to tho scene after determining that his dewege was
not too severe, At OVISE & TR slert in the vieinity of the BAR scenw
was brosdosst whieh wme shut OFF through Queen. At O930L Sandy 10
agein tock ground fire, dropped his fuel tank and wes foveed %o RTS
Channel 77) Bandy Of wsg then directed to the sceme ae & replacement.
As Of OS5 the weather was looking grim and ground fire/air bursts
were still heavy, however the survivers reported everything okay.

At 09572, Huwmmer 62 was hit with no serioue problems, m‘ﬂw -
Sundy 07 deelared the ares to be unworkable and the supvivors ware
advised to stey well hidden. At 10262, Sandy 09 received wultiple
hits in his stub and cenmterline tanke and waz atreeming fusly be
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(5} Gn 25 Faf 7Y &b 31004 v Alebhepye B wrini, Dommancer( i) of
Blane 1 wen notd fled Wy 14 Uod Walle (Jack) thal Ris Orew was S8
slpns! » Pret Jehi wiesisn for tze followins fays The EAR bhried iy
wEm boope neld sy TEY At V60000, Dufestive of tie PAR e Sus
poxrivire of 8 FAL, Cal! “Tre Zobya 33, who Nsd wlectsd Crom Shelr
abrere It at 25/0TIAT aftos “ousd Ting ensEy groundfire.  The pesition
af the survivere wss given < W3/L37005, UMl S15L67, CBIGEF Lb-
hawlSN 100w25+300, Thir pesition plotted out to s powition WG
meters Leow p divt rosd wrelleidng ¢ smell atrean, & 1/2 BM porth
of Howte 2, The area wou extromely hestiis with heeyvy Lroope in
sontuet(TIC), & feter W dlrebaze 1000 moters nerth of the survie
vors bad been overrun by e eneny during the indtdal AR effarb

on the Z5Lhe The emeny n the sres vere supperted by tanks, lavge
Gulibre washineguns ana 20 #Ad, Davivess el befors o plekny
eould be made, AL that (les Lobra 23 Alphe and ipave were instrueted
te dig in for the night and be pre;ure for-w Tivst Jight sffort the
felloving moryning, The nerelvors were briefed tiet wiveraft wouid
ko over thelr position durinyg 4ie entire night. Shey were not %o
ues thelr swrvivel radies, thee eosvervisg the tatieries; unless it
wr e abselutaly neeossnry. _

A% 25/2122 Ring 21 wis airberne frem 01 enpoiie o the SAR ares.
King 2L arrived at L6 orust ponibion of 250/5-40/i03 Ak 2571552,
fadio contaet wan estanilshed with towner P(PAC) abd Candie 22
(Flaraship) who were conr Lhe Q5 coeis, They veyorted thay they
had not had contact with lobra 23 A1gha or hrave, Heower 7T pee
rorted that there were sany enamy tracpe in o velley rosth of 1 31
abcut 2 kllomators from the quey vors, e reveted vizwal slghting
ef ar enery tank with o flmm Gun, 90 2alibre tachine gune sngd xe
tensive exall arme fire. Westher in the sres was reported by Ham-
mer 77 an 3,000 MOL srewen & ¥dles visibildty witn soew matlehes of
of ground fog. landy O3, Dk arvived dn the aréa and sfier a thorough
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TR ¥ioap Ref BT O mr 51 Lo pted sapteat wlth
TUETTE WU DT wdy L Mee, RNRLED b o mucprers, AL 2ﬁ/;{§'f,fjfi Landy (S
rgcogaatied iap L2l mhimopt moghgel 9Ll Lhe TULVAVOIH,.  ALLEr BeYw

el mivwiete Kisg o cstaladabed redio sontash wlth Cobira 43 Brave
Bh 25/R50% and wirk G mb ADJOTE3N. Both bdrvivors reported
Lhel, fpey weve In goed oowsadlon, But thers wee exhbens’ve oneny
wovamest, I theli sres . King Jb adviesed bath svevivers that Sandy
T3 WAE el e cres i thalb the eublre Sak effort hed comanced,
Lhopreiy heresTer Yaaty 03 estetiliohed contaot with the survivers.

Avout Lhiz Lime King 7L wee advised by wwesn Yat King 24 would be
the tenker alversit. Slen, J0 &7 voe anroute 1o CH 303 to dyep eff
A araw and wonld bhan K70 -:'.';e P e T ndery, King 2L requented
that J& 67 remmin at Ok W03 and JO ¢f b launched from OH T7 to CH
103, Tnis wonld pub Lbe hellcocnbers only 43 wiles from the BAR and
preatly expedite the racovory when Lic ares wis peratselve, (een
coneurrad and J3 65 wese lownahsd to CH 103 st 25/22357. 4t 25/23000
1t was decldzd that JO 7L sad 77 would go to CH 10J and stend alert
end JU 6% and &7 would erbit al the holdin: poiat, whieh was 265/25/
3. The bellcopters were Jolasd oy Sandy 05 and (6 at the holding
podnt.,

The wenther Io the srea was good, bul fog over the survivors pre-
vented Uandy 03 Trom pinpointing tue survivors. UDuring this period
alretrikes wers put Lo Ly the Hsswer TAC's o suppress enemy wove-
ment in the area. The fop sbarted Jiftimg sy 26/0200 and the 0SC
began pingeinting the survivors, Oround fire was secn on each pasw,
During the emtire SAR effart are Light strikes weve lragged in as
close as L frow the swrvlvors. Through clons ooordination with
ell BAR Forges the HAR affort was able Lo continme. Bnemy trucks
were sesn coming dowm the rozd frowm the north by severcl area PAC,
Thesa weve altaeked by alr striker,

After numerous afretrikes in the LAN area the 080, Jandy 07 ocme~
sideved the ares psrmissive for a Sik atteupt. At 26/0408% King 21
divected thet J0 71 and TR be lannched as vackup for 42 65 and &7,
At 26/DLIOL Navy A~h sirere!t put in ssoke to bloek the SAR ob jeow
tive from the enmsy. DBeth survivers reportad they wegs in {ine
shaps. Phave Alpha was begun ab 26/0h02. oG €5 plcked up Cobra
23 Alpha &t 26/0450% and Cobra 23 brave et 20/04532. During the
plokup JG 65 regeived 13 hite {ron enemy ground ﬁn. At 26/04557
grgﬁg;mr eleny of the area snd all Farces were directed te KIB by
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Ony Beane Comasnders

Sandy (5 (QL355-02107) :

AN Rerauvess

Xing M, 24 | & 68, 67, Ti, T4, 57 and 60 (WE-53)
Sandy 01, €2, 0%, Ok, 05, b, 07, 03, 09, 10, L, and 12 (A=l)
Tooks Alrersf%

Ringreek 951 Fidgit (A=i) Kingneck 953 Flight (A-4)

FAG Adreraft |

Wolf 03 (hFwd) | Hammer 40, b3, 5k, 77, and 84(0Y-10)
Berike Alreraft (Kxpended Orinsncs)

Gunfighter Flights 01, G, 3k, L2 (P<k)
Cobwa Flights 03, 25 (F-i) Ringneek 207 Fillght (A-L)

fid Fot Expend Ordnence

Qunfighter Flights kO, Lk, 93 (F-k) Ringneek 201 FAght (k=)
Hockey Flight (Fad) Jass Flight (Feh)
Chippy Flignte 400, L12 (A7) Banyen Filght (F=4)
Jerry 303 Flight {(A-7) '

Othar Forees

o g Candle 22 (Flareship)

ROBERT A. UELORENIO, Malar, LCAF
Adreraft Cowmander/Airborne Mission Commender
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OCBRA 23 - 25 Pub
HAMMIR 54

iait Poter J. Ruppert

At approximately 1530 I wos working a strike just south of Delta 38 vhen
1 heard a mayday call on guard saying that Cobra 23 had been hif and

. wag jumping out. The call also included & IME and Radial which was the:
26C/40 of Ol 103. I at the time was on the 275/40 of 103.

1 finished the airstrike and progeeded to the 260/40 to see if I could .
be of assiotunce. Upon arrival I saw many airplanes ir tie area so I
climbed to 10,500 foet to sgay out of the way. Thore were five add-
itional OV 10'g all lammer Facs, at least I presuned, them to be, ;
ebout 20 cheppers or so and I do not know how many fest movers. Hamser.
229 waa wvorking & TIC nt the time me well as the UAR and T auked if I
could be of halp. He told me yes since he was out of rockets. T went |
down and took over for him. I saw both survivors chutes and plotted .
their popition., lommar 04 was made on-scene ocmmander by King and I f
continued working the TIC. jomaer 04 RT3 dus to low fuel and H-40 re- .
lieved him. I was relieved by Hd-223. After landing, H-04 and myself
went back out to the scene at 6115 and H-62 along with Sandy 05 aad :
06 were talking to the survivor. H-62 did not know the exact location
s8¢ U~04 and mysclf{ went into the area and showed Sandy's location. We

+ ware then informed by Hillsbore to clewr the aren to the eust since
they had heuvy artillery going in and could oot shut it off, The Janly's
ant. we fnen held east for apiroximately 10~15 minutes,.. By the time we
ware oleared back in, it was 1900 hour#. ' The Sandys and us made re-
peated pasers over swwvivors position® but took heavy AAA which came
from o tank thnt sat approximately 500 maters west of the survivors
on top of the hill. Both survivors were talking and informed us of
& lot of ground fire averytime & Bandy made a pass, 'fhe survivors call-
ed for CHOP and TJIGGY but Sandy lead $0ld them that it vwas getting
too late and that they should hide themselves, ast to worry, taat )
there would be a Fac ovor thewm all night, to conserve thelr radios and
use it only if absolutely nocessary and that we (Sandys) would be back
at firet light to pick them up. Cobra 23A'e Teply was that *we would
not be here in the morning”. The Jandys RTB'd snd B~04 and mysalf etayed
on station until B~79 (the firet night Pac) ocame out and we ghowed him
both survivors' positions and also whers the tank was that was shooting

at us, H-79 thez took over on dcene and we (04 & 54) RTB'A., #Do Show £
Sandy's Poaition Of Survivors, 7""“'
| 8 I L

26 red e 7"'"‘" |

The firet Hammer Foo %o 1mén_ was H-40 and he arrived on station at oﬁoo'." -

He informed ue that the weather was bad &nd that he had not made vontac i
with the survivars, At approximately 0800 H-40 informed ue that they ‘)
thad reestablished contact with both A & B but the weather was still too’ -
pad to work the gAR. At 0500 B=40 called us and told us to0 launch the |

next Fao for the S4R. I, H=54, launched ond arrived on station at e
iprroximately 1000am, He40 M'i‘nng. Ssady 03 & 06 were on station, ' !

A
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' © Bete 0 n 0} reliaved 05 & 0% and 07 became on-
scond= culsuauusr, ‘The weather begun t0 clear up quite rapidly and wve
had about a 8-10,000' overcast. Sandys 07 & 08 procesded to tslk to the
survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position, I asked
Sandy 07 if he knew whers both survivors were and he said that he knew
whare Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo wsa. I then pointed Brawvo's
chute out t0 07 which he had not seon before, (Oh yes, Alpha had pulled his
chute in about a half an hour after he sjected on the 25¢h anG it eould not be
yeen anymorTe) When the Sandys made the passes the survivors informed them that
they were taking ground fire and the approximats position where it came from, .
The Sandys then began to sterilize the area by making repeated passes,
Sandy 07 then ghowed me where he wanted some airstrikes put and for 4he next
2% houra I put eirstrikes in around the suvivors vhile the Sandys were
working in olose proximity of the survivors with their own ordnance. At
upproximately 1230 Sandy 09 & 10 checked in with the choppers and at approxe
imately 1315 it was decided %o go shead with the pickup, Sandy 07 told me
where to lay down the smoke and I then worked Ringneck 957 flight and laid
the smoke down, The Sandys (4 of them) then really worked the irmediste area
over and the chopper (65) was then brought in from the IP. Two other
wers laying down CBU on both asides of the choppers route and Cobra 224 vas
picked up first, Af{ter Bravo was picked up the ohopper exited the area
by means of the same route that he entered, The whole pickup took about
15 mirutes. It was a well planned and well executsd mission, ' o

= »
=t S

PETEL J, RUPPERT, Caph, USAF
BAMMER 54 .
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. On~Soene~Oommander

FROM BIEN HOA

- FROM BIEN HOA

Un~Scene-Coemander


DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


s o

DECLASSIFIED

EIOT GALL SIGN AIE RBAUARKS
CAPT MADDEN .o 2,7 FROM UBON
JMAJ DE FELICR Q2 2.7 FROM UBON _
"LT/COL STONE 03 4e5 On-Scene-Commander
1LT MATHERS - 04 be'? :
CAPT ROBERTS, R. 05 5.3 On-Soene-Comtander -
1LT LYON S 5.3 .
CAPT RENTZ L 07 heT | On-Scene-~Commander
" CAPT PHILIPS < . 08 47 | | ' ‘
1LT WILSON T 09 , 4e9 .
€OL ROUCH _ 10 20 | 3.2 i ATR ABORT
LT/COL DUNWOODY 11 0955 v 3.4 |
CAPT TAYLOR 12 . F ¢ ATR GROURD
MAJ WOLCOTT 13 . 4 GA - '
1LT, KILAND 1 & i GA |
MAJ PLACE . 15 ¥, , GA !
. CAPT STBMART .. 16 8 GA | -
* CAP? RENTZ \ 07 ,w,si;i. 1,0 ¢, AT FROM QUANG TRI
N L =t R '
SMOKE e
MAJ BELT ' 41 GA
" LT/00L MURRAY }. 42 GA |
~ 1LT TIPTON L 43 L }
+ GAPT MAMIYA Ad o b
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mon 18 (cc) 9 Mar 7L
SUBJECT: 9ARCO Report for Cobra A & B
T0: DO

1. A sucoessful rescue was conducted on 26 Feb 71 for two erevmembers
of Cotwa 23, The aireraft, an FAD out of Phu Cat AB, RVYN, weni down

et aprroximately 1415L 25 Feb 71, on the 260° radial for 43W of Chanael
103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during
the rosoue effort. All times. are 'Mailand local.

2. A% 1430L, 25 Feb 1971, A SAR won deslared for Cobra 25, (Atch 1)

The adreraft was downed by enemy guwire in the vicinity of D-12, two

parachutes ha¢ beon observed and radio contast had been made witn voth
survivors. The aron was extremely hostila with active firefigats and

continuous airstrikes being put in. Hommer FACS were controlling all

ti» activity in the area. (Atch 2)

J» A% tho tine the SAk was declared Jack scrambled Sandy's 09/10 from
Da Nang, 05/06 from NKP and directed that Sandy's 03/04 were to remain
on ground alert at IKP. 05/06 were to be éscorts for Jolly Groens
66/72 which were sorambled from Da Nang. Sandy's 07/08 launched from
Bien iloa on their normal redenlay and were diverted to tae SAR along
with ilobo's 32/33 who were RTB with ordaance due to deteriorating
weather in their target area. Thase were the forces participating in
the first day effort. (Atch 3) ; '

N -
v

4. Sundy 09/10 arrived on odene at spproximately 1600L and after being
hriefed by Hammer 40, 09 mssumed on-scens comaand. (Atch 4) ‘Tae ,
weather in tae objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and
intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts vere made to penetrate the
weather in an 2ffort to pinpoint the swvivors. Heavy ground fire was
observed on all attempta and about the time the general area of the sur-
vivors was determined, Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and oxiied the
area to check damage. 'The inclement weathur prevented full utilization
of fust mover strikes however, l{amser 62 put in any he could. dandy 10
had determined the damage was restricted to his extornal tanks, wiich he
Jettisoned, s« he returned to the scene. At approximately 1620L, King
ordered all 5.1 forces out of the area due to & T™Q alert called on
¢mard, At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTB due to low fuel mo Sandy 06 was di-
vected to the scene as low wing. (Atch 5) The effort to pinpoint the
survivors oontinued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits
in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external
tanks. He jettisoned his load and AM'd Channol 71 at approxinately 1730,
Later inspeotion revealed in excess of 10 entry holes in the aircralt ;
with one the elze of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 sssumed’
,On=scens oommand and 05 was called down to join him, Hobo's 32 and 33
ihrA arrived after being released from the et S8 OB HAT S
;r&uigned to escort the |Jolltes. (Atch 6);

1 v {i
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OUBR.I. 23- m& & BRAVD SAR
CALL SIGN: Sendy 5/6
Crew Members: Captain Hoberts/Iieutenant Lyon
DATE: 26 Feb 71

FIRST LIGHT EFFORTs Launch Time — 0445 Local

' Captain Rentz was originally scheduled as Sandy 05, however, he encotmtered
AC generator problems in the awrming area and Captain Roberts moved up to the
Sandy 05 position, Mission was helicopter escort on the 265/25/103, Arrived
on station at 0555 Local, Jolly Green 65 (Low) and 67 (High) arrived at the
rendezveus at approximately 0630 Iocal. At approximately.0830 Locsl. Sandy
03 (On-Scene-Commander) reached bingo and was forced to RTB. We proceeded
into the area and received a thomuph briefing on the survivors' situation and
best lmown locations. The weather was rapidly improving and so we decided to
pinpoint the purvivors and lay down some ordnance in their immediate area to
gllence the small arms and automatic weanons that they reported each time we
flew over the area.

Starting with Alpha, he reported he was in 'xcellent condition and the radiec
sounded very strong, so we made criss~cros: lov altitude pesses over his

area until we were positive about the position within about 15 meters. As it
turns out later, the ": position I briefed to Ceptain Rents was approximately
25 meters southeast of the actusl position he was sicked up uat, Each time I
pagsed over his position he called ground fire from a position over a small hill
and dirvectly west of hias position.

Moving over to Bravo's position unly two low altitude passes were required to
pinpoint his position which turned out during the pick-up to be exact., He
stated that light/sporadic gun fires vas coming from somewhere morth of hisg
position, but I was not able to locate this reaction.

Sandy 07/08 (Captain Rentz) arrived in the area at this time and I began to

brief him on the positions of the friendly snd ensmy forces and the purvivors!
"positions as known at that time. I marked the known area of the gumfire west of
Alpha's position and passed the On-Scene-Command to Captain- Rentz at about 0905 .

I suggested that he use our ordnance o try to quell the gunfire in the area
around Alpha and he agreed. Lt Lyon and I delivered CBU-25, Rockets, and 20w
in that area before begining to RTB. o ;

RTB to NKP at 1005 local —- No further incident.

Phil4p A. Roberts, Captain, USAF N
_BANDY 05 Abeh 8
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SAR FOM COBRA 23 A& B
STATEMENT OF SANDY 05/06/ADAMS/TATEISHT 25 Feb 7

At 1430 L on the 25 Feb 71, Sandy 5 & 6 were preparing to launch on their
normal J~orbit when they received & call from King that an sireraft had gone
down. They were instructed to rendeozvous at 265/32/103. The Sandy's todkoff
and were given further information to cross the route structure where the least
poasible chance of ground fire existed. Despite thunderstorms enroute they
managed to rendezvous with the Jolly GOreen helicopters and provided escort for
them, Sandy's 9 & 10 were on scene and on one pass Sandy 10 took ground fire
and was poing to return to base. ZXing advised Sandy 6 to take over for Sandy
1¢ and continue the pearch.

sandy 6 arrived on scene and réplaced Sandy 10. The weather over the survivors

made it virtually impossible for a search to start so Sandy 9 & 6 orbited

gsouth of the survivors approximate position, During this time, several probes
!of the survivors area were attempted when it seemed as though the weather was

breaking. Alr burstswere sighted periodically and ground fire was sevident from.

the hits Sandy 10 took and the tracers coming up from the Weat of the survivors.

Tne weather broke with ceiling of 4000' msl and Sandy 9 was sbout to show - . .
Sandy 6 the approximate positions of the survivors when Sandy 9 reported taking
ground fire. He withdrew to the South and Sandy 6 looked him over. Sandy 9 was
atreaning fuel from his stub tank from 2 places and from his centerline fuel
‘tank from 3 spots. He also had holes in the wing and Sandy 6 advised Sandy 9

of his alrcraft status. Sandy 9 rcpor'ud to King and told King that he was
going to return to base. e

Sandy 6 was placed on scena commender and & ‘cocl for Sandy 5 to join him,

When Sandy 5 arrived on scene a FAC who kne. where the survivors were attempt-
ed to show Sandy 5 & 6 whera they were. On ‘the initial pass intensive ground fire
was secn and bocause the location of the survivors were unknown, no ordnance

was expended., A scheduledarc lite was about to commence and King advised the
Sandy and FAC pilots to head East.

After the strike was over Sendy's 546 returned to the area and took intensive
ground fire from small arms, automtic weapons, AAA and a tank, Weat of the ' _
survivors, The Sandy's then deterr'ned that it was getting too dark for a /]
pickup sttempt and ground fire made’it unfeasible, Sandy 6 ths proceeded to' "
'bed down' the survivors and instrudted them to hidwol.‘l. and conssrve their.
batters.

. !
1
Sandy 6 instructed King to have the FAC'S who were on scene to be there at!

first light and also have some typa of aircrart to be over head of the
survivors 1f they wanted to talk.

3andy 5&6 then retwmed to base through thlmdarstoma md landed at NKP., |

Jpon eircraft poat‘flt;ht Sandy 6 hnd raaoiwd . Iu:u _grma hole in the right
Pl&po

- i i Vall :
JHRIS M. TEBISHI, 1.!’. Lt USAF _‘; SRR
hﬂd, “ - i ; ; 1 I.I"..'..:'.'.'L‘ = v 5

stan 3.
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COBRA 23 Alpha & Bravo

- STATEMENT OF SANDY 07/08 RENTZ/PHILLIPS 26 Feb 1971

Sandy 07 & 08 were scrambled to replace Sandy 03 & 04 ag the low
and high Sandy respectively. However, by ths time we arrived over the
survivors position, Sandy 03 & 04 had RIB'd to channel 89 because of low
fuel and King had turned the on scene command over to Sundy 05 & 06
(Roberts P./Lyon). Sandy 05 gave me s detailed briefing on the positiong
of the many friendlies in the general area, the areaa where he had received
ground fire, and then the position of the“two survivors, Sandy 05 turned
over on gcene command to me at about 0900 or 0915 NKP time, King informed
me that Hammer 54, a Fac, was holding in the area and was available for use
at anytime, Sandy 09 & 10 artived to orbit with the Jollies, I had learned
from my briefing that both the survivors wers in tfomt condition and had all
the stendard survival equipment, My firet task'/fc expend Sandy 05 & 06 in. -
the area of known ground fire around Alpha's position. My second task was
%o try and pinpoint both Alpha's & Bravo's position, - Already knowing their
approximate positions I started with Alpha, I made several low passes
- around and finally directly over his position, Even though I was having '
difficulty reading Alhpa's transmission my wingman and I were able to :
communicate with him and mark his position by using prominent terrain -
features, When I made every low pase ov 'Alpha I asked him to listen for Y
~any ground fire that may come up., On almost every pass especially when I
passed over him and flew to the northwest of his position he told me he .
could hear what he thought to be small arms or automatic type fire, And. :
on one of my pull-offs over the top of the ridge to the Northwest I saw -
- flashes from what appeardd to me to be a 12,7, I wold dlpha to stand-by
and keep his head down and that I was going to mark the’ ground fire with
a WP rocket and if he could see the smoke to tell me if that was the area
from which the ground fire was coming, Alpha's view was bléocked by &
small rise of ground and he could not gee the smoke but he had heard the
rocket hit and said it was in the right area, This area was about 75 to, . L
150 meters Northwest of Alpha. The 12,7 was on top of the ridgs that over-
looked Alpha's position.300 meters away. I knew now that the whole top
of the ridge above Alpha & Bravo's position would have to be sterilized,
But first I wanted to pinpoint Bravo's position and check out the area in
' bis lmmediate vicinity. I repeated the trolling process over Bravo who
' was located about 150-200 meters North Northeast of Alpha, Alpha was about
4 vay up the hill and Bravo about + vay up. Bravo reported negative ground -
fire near his location at least nothing within hearing.distance, Let me —
say now that I saw Bravo's parachute hanging in a tree on one of my low
passes and used that to help keep myself oriented to Bravo's posttion which
was about 75 to 100 metsrs South of his chute down the hill. '

" I asked King what was available in the form of strike aircraft and
King said there were two flights (Cobra?) of F-i4 on station with wall to wall.
Napalm, I made contact with Hammer 54 who was orbiting overhead and and .
had been watching me and asked him to diregt the fast movers to expend their
mapalnm along the tap of the ridge, I put down three EP rockets to mark the -
1yion Bravo's chute.,
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I'So we agreed to restrict the run-in heading from the Northwest to Southwest
. which paralleled the tdp of the ridge line, While Hammer 54 briefed the
| fast movers,wsd my wingman and I made two passes delivering rockets and
. CBU-25 in the area.75 to 100 meters Northwest of Alpha, Then we held to the
i South while the fast movers delivered their ordinance, All of their ordnance
' wag directly on target and the whole top of the ridge line was in flans, i
| After the smoke cleared I made many passes along the ridge tut received no :
| ground fire and couldn't find any sign of the enemy, I also made several more
passeés over Alpha and he reported no ground fire,

t
|
b
I
!
3

At this time I realized that we would be ready for a pickup possibly
 within an hour so I began formlating a plan, There wers friendly forces

in the area ih the form of tanks, trucks and personnel massed in three areas
about 2 to 3 miles West and Southwest of thé survivors, When the time .came .
for the pickup I decided I would hold the high Jolly (J§67) over the friendlies
‘and use this as an IP for the low Jolly, I planned to pickup Alph first and then
go directly to Bravo and pick him upyand exit on a reverse of the entry route,
I then flew back and forth along the route and had both survivors and my

wingman listening and looking for ground fire. It was at this time that my
wingmhn called that either B-/0 rockets or some Wpe of mortar fire was firec

at me from along a road about 300 meters Southeast of Alpha's position,

I wanted to conserve the Sandies ordance to protect the helicopter vy
during the piékup so I again contacted Hammer 54 to have him work fost movers
in the area. Sifce my wingman had seen the area I had him mark the position
for the Fac. At this point a alight Aalay was experienced., My wingman '
thinking he had WP rockets in his LAU ,9's tried to mark with them. After
making two unsuccessful attempts to marl. with rockets I had him drop a WP
bomb, We found out later that the aircraft had been loaded incorrectly with
‘heap rockets in his LAU 59's, (Now with the target marked the Fac went to
work, This time snake and Napalm was used by A~4's (?) that did an oute
standing job. The whole area was in flames).

+hat i

My wingman and I thought:aince gome 23mm which had come up the day
befors may be waiting to get . shot at the Jolly we would smoke off that
area during the pickup, At t.4s time I ordered four smoke birds, King,
a few minutes later informed me that 4 fast movers smoke were on the way,
I asked him what kind of smoke' they carried and King replied that 1§°u -
what I needed. I also planned to run a smoke screen Northeast and st
above Bravo's position to mark off the top of the ridge. The wind direction
was such that neither of these screena would obscure the survivors,

_ I then brought Sandy 09, the escort Sandy, down to the area and left i

‘Sandy 10 with the helicopter., I pointed out the friendly position end told '/
Sandy 09 I planned to hold the high Jally at about 8500 MSL over them ami .
also use a point just East of the friendlies as an IP for the low Jolly that
I would mark just befors the pickup started, I then showed him the position

of both survivors and the areas that we had been receiving ground fire, The™
with him in looge trail I flew along the proposed entry routs,of the helicop*
to Alpha's position then to Bravo's poaition.
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I told him that the exit route would be the reverse of the entry, Then I

sent Sandy 09 to the arca of the friendlies and told him to troll for ground
firo that may come up on the Jolly that was to hold there.and then if no fire
was received to go back to the Jollies bolding point 265/25/103 and brief the
Jollies on the proposed plan, At this time Sandy 10 RTB'd because of low fuel,
His center-line wouldn't feed. I also reallzed that I may run out of fuel :
before a pickup could be made so I ordered two more Sandies, I told my wing-
man to figure ut a pressure altitude and temperature and give that information
to King and have them pass it on tb the Jollies, And next I started to twief
Hommer 54 where I wanted the smoke Southeast of Alpha, I planned to use my
CBU=22 tox;mrk off the ridge line to the North, (Sandy 11 arrived to take ‘Sandy
10's place).

\, Then I told Sandy 09 & 11 to bring the Jolly to the forward holding
point over the friendlies. I contacted the survivors and tbld them to get
out a flare and get ready to ignite it when told to and to be sure and use

the safety loop on the jungle penstrator, Both crewmen acknowledged. I

then told Alpha that I was going to put a dud WP bomb near his position, I
-ugad this as a too far smoke for Alpha and also as the turning point to get
-t Jravo., I also put another dud WP bomb down as a too far point for Bravo,
This bomb broke up and spread smoke making a porfect scréen to protect the
JG from any bad guys on the rddge that may have survived. So I did not use my
“CI "=22 to mark off the ridge.

Everything was ready. All the briohngs had been done on VHF. Every-
one was brought ower the 2828 channel D, Guard channel had beem too cluttered
with the other aircraft, I told Hammer 54 to send in the fast mover smoke (?)
‘on the prebrief starting point end heading, The smoke was layed, I told my
wingman to get in trail with me and we layed CBU-25 along the entry route of
the Jolly, I put in two WP rockets in the last position of ground fire around
Alpha and told Sandy 08 to hammer that area, I climbed up over the scene,
the smoke to the Southeast was blocking any big gun fire from that direction,
I told Sandy 09 & 11 to tring in the Jolly and lay down ordnance continuously
around him, The Jolly started his run. I told Alpha to pop his smoke, The = .
Jolly had no trouble seeing it and moved right into the hover, Sandy 08 joined :
09 & 11 in a daisy change around the JG delivering ordnance at random making
sure to stay away from Bravo's position.I held high directismq tfaffic, With
the Alpha man on board I directed JG t& the direction of Bravo, The JG also .
had the smoke I had put down to aim for, I had Bravo man pop his smoke and .
directed JG to' his position. The Jolly moved right into the hover and picked
up Bravo, The Sandies continued delivering ordnance on the exit. I directed
the JG out the exit routs and instructed him to climb in a left climbing turn
that positioned him over the friendlies, I was extremsly low on fuel because B
of baving to use high power setting most of the time, I turned command over
to Sandy 08 and imnediately headed for Cn 103 wiih Bamamer- 54 leading the way.

Te are several sugpestions I have in order to make the SAR force and pro-
cedures more efficlent, First, since for the next 3 to 4 months we are going to-
have to use E< G models for SARe) . I recommend that 2 more WP bombs be sdded . '
%o the present E model Sandy loads @ '
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Secondly, all Scndys should be made familiar with all the different types of
fagt mover smowe, Thirdly,I recomient] that the use of the mirror be emphagized
in survival training, This is the only way to pinpoint the survivors position .
wilthout exposing his position to the enemy, I was unable to see the crewmen
on the ground and Tdd not exactly where they were until they popped their
smoke, Fourthly I recommeny that the Bingo time for an opposed mﬂnm the
Sandy low is meneuvering a® low altitude and at Max. perfommance-be changed to | .
.3 or3} hours depending on his distance from channel 89, | ' ' '

M. s Capt, USAF
SANDY O7 . .
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SAR FOR COBRA 234 & B
| STATEMENT OF SANDY 09/KEETER 25 FEB 1971

Sandy 09 & 10 were scrambled at 1455 local from Da Nang to procesd to the
263/;3/ 103 where we would hold with Jolly's 66 end 72. Ve were told
enroute that an T4 was down ab 260/43 103 and there were two survivors on
the ground in good ghape, Hammer 40 was on-scene comnander snd was working
<ast movers around the survivors when we arrived at thes orbit point at 1555,
After holding with the Jolly's for 10 minutes we were instructed by King to
proceed to the 260/43 for s briefing from Hammer 40 who was running low on
fuel, snd we arrived on scens at 1600.

The weather in the target ares had become steadily worse and wae totally
obgcured by a rain squall when we arrived, We made several attenvta-at
penetraling the valley where they were located and finally espotted the general
Vicinity of the survivors, Ssndy 10 was hit in the centerline drop tank on )
one of these passes and proceédédroutof the area under the egcort of Nail 62.
Fail 40 and I continued to make passes over the area while taking with the
survivors in an attempt at pinpointing their locaticns. We were drawing
heavy AMA fire on all passes from ZPU, 12.5, 23mm, 37mm and AK 47 Hand-held

- weapons, Due to the heavy fire 1t was impossible to remain very long in

the immediate area, and a definite plopoint on thelr lecation was not made.
We were unabls, due to the weather,’ to work fast-mover sireraft sround the
gurvivors.

I wae given on-scene command at 1615 and had Hemmer 62 with me to act as _
FAC for any fast-mover support we were able to use and because he was' familiar
with the erea of the survivors. The weather began to improve about 1715 '
and T agaln went back iato the area to determine the location of the ground 4
fire and to ses if it would be possible to plan = pickup before darkness that
evening, I had Sandy 06 as "y wingnan on this pass as Sendy 10 RTB'd for

Bingo fuel at 1645 due to the loss of his centerline tank. A8 I vas pointing
out the survivors location to Sandy 06 1 felt three sharp thumps under the
airplane and observed sn airburst directly in front of the aircraft, I-then-~%
requested Sandy 06 to look me over as we exited the area toward the friend- '
lies. He noticed fuel streaming from the centerline and etub tenks, and,
1 was forced to punch them off, leaving me bingo fuel. ' I advised King of i
this and turned on-scene counand to Sandy 06. I recovered at DaNang, errividg
thera around 1840, ) ' [

JACK E. KEETER, Captaln, USAF :
Sandy 09 Atch b~
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3AR Report/Cobra 23 A/D
26 Feb T1/dandy 09/Lt Wilson

tn thia date at 0820 local, Sandy 9 and 10 launched on & SAR effort =
for two downed crewmen of an F-4, Cobra 23 A/B.

Immediately after take off Sandy 9 and 10 contacted King, passed on _
ETA and bingo time and proceeded to the designated holding point to
meet and escort Jolly Green 65 and 67. Upon arriwol, at approx. 0915
local, 3andy 10 could not get his centerline fuel tank to feed. A
revised bingo time was then passed to Xing., Jolly €5 and 67 arrived at
~the holding point at approx. 0930 having just refueled.

At approx. 1015 looal, Sandy 07 requested Sandy 09 to come down into
the area for a briefing on the survivor's location. Sandy 10 remained
with Jolly 65 and 67. During the briefing Sandy O7 pingsinted the
survivors, pointed out friendly positions, and discussed the pick-up
tactics. BSandy 09 trolled for ground fire upon request from Sandy O7
and then returned to brief the Jollys, '

At approx. 1030 local Sandy 10 was forced to RTB due to his fuel states ;
Sandy 09 remained with the Jollys and at approx. 1100 looal was joined
by Sandy 11, The escorts and Jollys oontinued to hold until Sandy 07
requested them to proceed to the SANl area and hold over the friendly
positions.

About 1140 local Sandy 07 called for the pick-up execution. Jolly 67

. remained high as Jolly 65 was led in by Sandy 09. With Sandy 11 cover-
ing his tail, Cobra 234 popped his smoke and Sandys 8,9, and 11 joined -
in a daisy chain arouad him covering the Jolly and laying down ordnanbe.:
With Alfa oa board, Jolly 65 proceeded to Bravos poeition and pioked
him up in like fashion. The Jolly was then egreesed from the area’” ..
aggorted by all the Jandys.

Sandy 09 and 11 escorted the Joli.’rs #o‘ -mm Just west of gh.: 103"
b i : o s

. and were then released %o RTB Ch 89.!

"ROBEAT L. WIL3ON, 1L%, USAP
‘Sandy 09 .
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I tely 20 minutes of light remaining so the remaining tine was used to
positively pinpoint the survivors and identify areas of enemy gunfire in
prepuration for the first light offort that was to come. Sandy 06 guve
th 5 bad-down instrvetions to boih survivore telling them Hammer FAC's

% 1d be overhovad all night and they, the survivers, should stuy off
their radios unloss they had something lmportant to say. Regulur 1/2

or ons hour check-ina would only place a'needless drain on the radio bat-
teries as well as increase the poasibility of enemy capture. Sandys
06/05 remained overhead until the first night FAC, Hammer 79, arrived at
which time they RTB'd channel 09, ‘o ;

5+ TUpon debriefing the Sandys it was deocidod that the prime fast mover
ordnance for manitizing the area would be napalm. Enemy ground troops
wid armor were teo close to the survivors for other types. A request
was made to Blue Chip for "a wall-to-wall" nape for the first light
effort. Was later iaformed we probably wouldn't pet it as it "hadn't
becn frogoed.™ Also requested fast mover muoke on alert to augment ;
owr own, as Sandy 09 said it would take a lot. Also had to justify to
Blue Chip our roguest for rele.se from nexi days frag in order to
support first light effort. We were direoted to maintain the 4 Samokes
and generate all othor availuble A-~l's as HSandys. 'The weather forecast
for first light was A000' broken 9000 overcast 5Ni GFH., Patchy GF
dissipeting by 1000 local. All in all much more fevorable than the
first day. 'The briefing was coordinated through Jack for 0300 local.
King 21 would land at HEP to attend. Four Jolly Greens were to be

Launcied out of De Nang and four Sandys from NKP. The sroke aircraft
ware to remain on Ground Alert.

6. Tho first light briefing wus held at 0700 with the Ops team of King
21 present. The first 6 Sandys, 4 Smokes and IKP alert Jollys also
attended, King was requested to keep all forces other than Sandy low
on 127.7 VilF and %8.8 M to eliminate the congestion encountered on

the first day. In addition 38.9 M1 had been vory ncisy with many
Gomers transmitting. Also requested King and Queen talk to each other
on HF rather shan V[F. Intelligence and weather was presented after
which thie leads completed their individual briefings.

7. 8andy 03/04 launched at 0438 as the initial lows and Sandy 05/06
wara off at 0447 to escort the Da MNang JG'n. Sandy 05/04 arrived on
scene at aporoximately 0545, 10 minutes prior to first light. (Atch T)
They received a briefing from ilammer 40 and assumed on-scene command at
first ligat. 'The weother was marginal with Alpha's position completely
obscured. Bravo's position had no mooner been located than it too was
obscured by a low overcast. Repeated attespts were made to find a way -
under the clouds but were. futile. During this period Hammer 40 re-
quested ordnance to suppress some HG fire that had been observed.
Hammer 48 directed strilkes againet these positioms, Around 0645 the’
weather improved enough for Sandy 03 to go down and locate the sure-
vivors. (600' overcast) Alpha was located and ocontacted. During
several passes over his posi%ion Alphs reported artillery fire each .
time. Sandy 03/04 remained in the area until approximately 0830 when
they RTB'd due fuel. Sandys 05/06 arrived from the JU orbit snd 05 .
assumed on~soene command after being briefed by 03. (Atch 8) The
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weather contirued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions
05/06 dotermined whut areas gunfiro was coming from. Sandys 07/08 arriv-
el approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after briefing by 05.

05/06 then expended their ordnance in the areas of known gunfire and
RTB'd. (Atch 9)

8. Sandy 07/08 continued the process of troliing for gunfire and through
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed
sanitizing, Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54
would FAC in fast movers with napalm., All ordamance was directly on
target and the area immediately around the survivors was clear. Sandy

07 bezan his planning for a pickup, astima wng this would be posuible
within an hour, An ingresa-egress route wis plcked and trolled. Rocket
or mortar fire was sighted along this route and onca again Hummer 54

wag utilized to direot strikes of Snuke and Hape in the area. The de-
livery was outstanding and “the whole avea was in flamea." At this time
OT roquested 4 Smoko alrcraft to scroen off a ridgeline that was thought
to conceal a ?23mm emplucement. Shortly therealter King notified 07 that
4 fast mover Jmokes were on the “a¥y. Jundy 09 was brouwght down from the
JG orblt and briefed on the pian. Sandy 09 then trolled the route [rom
the holding point und when he rec .ed no ground fire, returncd to tha :
JG's and briefed tuem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTB due to a cenfer=,
line fuel tank that would not feed. He wes replaced by Sandy 11 from ’.
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told
to hive their gmolte flaras ready to fire, Hammer 54 was briocfed wiere
to lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brougat uo on
survival channel D and the Smoke birds executed. Handy 07 and 00 mark-
od the IP and too for points and O directed 09 and 11 to bring the
Jolly down the chute. Alpha was directed to pop his smdke wiieh the
Jolly saw immodiately. The JG moved into the hover while Saadys 08 and
09 and 11 ran a daisy chain around hism Suppressing any possivie guafire,
Sandy 07 held hish over the pickup point directing the oporations, Alpha-
was picked up and the JG direoted towards Bravo. Brovo was told to pop
his smoke and agoin the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then
"exlted the aroea with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The Jg departed
out over friendlies and RUB'd channel 77+ Sandy 07 was vory low on fuel
at this time and had to divert %o channel 103. All other Sandys Rin'd
channel 89, (Atch 10) - : -

i

9. Torces penerated for the first light effort wore Sandys 03 tirough
12 and Smoke 41 through 44, Sandys 01/02 were scrambled from Ubon but
did not reuch: the scene in time to be utilized. (Ateh 1t), . .

10, Some problems expaerienced on okher S5Al's repeatud themselves here,
waidy lows must ba firm in insioting that King bold all assets on fre-
Quencies other than those Sandy Low is using, Also King is going to
have to stop the practice of communicating with Queen/Jack on VHF,
Radio clutter from these two causes were major problems for the Sandys
on the firet day. When King attonds the first light briefing, there
iea't any problem. - h '




CONHBENTFHTL

In addition Sandy Low must get the survivor up on a different channel
otaer than guard as soon as possidble. 'fhe interference {rom area towars, !
fast-mover flights using it as common for joing-up, MIG warnings, AAC
lights, etc, severely hamper communications. i

11. On the second day of the SAR, Jueen was asked by Jack on several ]
occasiona to update the Bingo times of the on-scenc Sandys. Dus to
limited osoets and reaction time this is vital. Queen/Jack/King must
raspond to this request because the fuel time for Sandys can vary from |
2=5:r hours depending on type of activity. ‘nis oversight caused Sandy
03 and OT to he dangercusly low on fuel when recovering at NP and Quang
Tri. 1In addition the practice of launching moximum sssets for g first
light effort is not realistic. The on-scene Jandys also recommend that
the lagt-mover variety of Smoke be used ae o last resort only. It was
deacribed as looking like that used by skvwritera and wholly inadequate |
tor the type of sareen needed. ;

12, ‘the name of the game from here on out is MANAGEENT of resources.
We have pone from 70 odd 4-l's on station to an average of 24, Downed
Americtan aircrews no longer have 18t priority on airframes as is evideno
ed in this S/R. The remaining aireraft must be Judiciously scheduled
until such time s the 05C decides an attemptis feasible. Then, and
-only then, should maximum forces be commited. The Sandy Low 03¢ is the
caly one that is qualified to make tiie decision, not TUEFEE/ JACK/QUEEN/ |
KING/JOKER, Premature utilization of our. linited rescurces could be :
fatal for the survivors, ’ ) "

et S

i
. ! X .

WILLIAM' J. HAGAN, Lt Golohel, USAP' Ateh 1 SARCO Log
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W 5 Flyiﬂg Schedule ;
' 4 Statement for Sandy 09/10
i 5 Statament fuw Sandy 05/06
. 6 Statement for Hammer 32/33
- 7 Statement for Sandy 03 04

8 Statement for Sandy 05/06

. 9 Btatement for Sandy 07/08 .
10 ‘Btatement for Sandy 09
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Blue Chip pulled 2 = H modeln](my next Sa.mly lows) for the CD
barrel roll. " 1 S .
Maint has 4 aoft but 8gt Moore oeumot get them to oanoentuta on

on acft that I have to gat up for my #2 J6 ascowt. (8andy 09 re-
placement) _ l 5T m

3

Asked Jack to reconfirm Binao fou' 07/08 as 1200L

Bingo conglrmed aa 1130, uked Jact tb hundx 01102 from UBK as |

Sandy low. '

Sandy 01/02 launched

Cobra 23 Alpha picked up by JG 65
cmxra 25 Bravo picked up by JG 65

Sand\v 09 and 1) escorted JG to CH 103 whero the.y ‘m,o release Q-
Survivors were recovered into CH 77. S £ : | -

Sandy 07 landed at CH 103 baoma 6: nhortage o:,rqol nn to m
1 hr latew, ,

AR ‘Te:t_-hinatod' by __Quoon
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. SARCO LOG

26 Feb 1971
oy O« © 1 st o ool 3108 offgite {Sandy &7 o
; genceralbor, 80 L.« “-\ 07 soft Eﬂ.d eilot fuhadd b . 5,_
= frew Sm‘dJ 055 '_‘ . 1

|
't (PAC) 0BG with King 7
et AD (rr,c)
King switched plan of ohoold.mz in on 1.7,7 and ren - Lng 123.1 for
Sandy low and reversed it so v n ocould monitor th: Sandy low opera-
tion (Queen apparently only har 127.7) ' :

King established first radio lvm:mtm:l‘r- day with 23/B

King established first radio &ontact t day with 23/A

Jolly Green 65/67 at holding Lt 101&! B of aurv:lwr.
Sandy 03 03¢, (Stons) weather 18 D-s- Hina;o Time 0200
Req Pingo Wime for 03 again (m oao )

Launched 07/08 to repla.oa 05/04 a.nd bagome SB.ndy lml'

Sandy 03/04 are calling Bingo mt There will be i.nsuffioient tim
to get 07/08 thers so I suggested hon?Jo escar ta 05/06 (Robarts)

. to 03C temporarily. '; (- S

Launched 03/10 as J¢ escorts

: Smds 05 08¢, WX improving, will atteupt 0 pinpoint mrvimra.

Sandy 05 has position of smmm-s w/I 10 Meters md briefing
replacements 07/08.

Rudio contact with Stone says ht‘nil WX :Lu bad enou@: for c.ovar so
acft can go direot to scens, ' |

I

Sandy 07 (Rentz) 0S¢

- gandy 10 (Col Rouch) can't get his C/L tank to feed = new Bin

for him is 1030. Wanted to launch' 11/12 :l.mmed. to raplaoe 09/10.

A

da' 10 got his fuel feeding again but thon .ﬁ qu:lt Icain ukad

Jack to get him released sad Lesve HM‘&NM&?‘;"- 266d wofd -
. neg from x.i.ng- : T




SARCO 10G
25 Feb 1971
1430L = Jack called - SAR declared = A Navy F-4, Potato Masher 665 down
] at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were observed and radio contact |
has been established with both survivors, Generate 4 Smokes, |

ML-&nayaos/oetolmmchmmeatomtoummum
Jolly Greens, = Sandys 09/10 gcrambled from 77,

Li45L = Hobo 32/33 RIB'd from ER due WX. Divert to SAR effort per
JACK/BIUE CHIP,

JA50L - Advised Jack to check ARC LIGHT Schsduls with Dluse Chnip. Have
a cou_ple that could cause trouble,

Lp45L = 3 Huey Cobras in area. :

1508L: - -Sandys 07/08 redeploying from Bien Hoa diverting to scene.

15121« Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (03C)s Reports tanks in area and
moving towards survivors position. Weather 5000! scattered .
visibility good, Mach mach ZPU, gmall ayms plus tanks reported,
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobra 23, F-4D cut
of Phu Cat, A

1536L = King: 26 directed launch of King 27.

1545L = Sandy 09/10 4in area, Sandy 09 0SC.

16051 - Snoke 41/42 cocked. SaaqflORTB'd channel 103 with battle damege,
holding hands with I_iamar.ﬁz._ B

1610L - Sandy 10 looked over by other airoraft and is returning to scens,
Jettisoned tenks. - -

1621L - SAR forces being pulled back due TRQ alert for 270/33/103, ..
Oentrnlizefi control prevents aborting missicoms endangering friendlies,

1625L = Smoke 43/44 cocked and Grcnmd alert, ;
1635L ~ Sendy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel, (No external tanks)

17201 = Sehdy 09 hit in externsl tanks end stresming fusl, RTB'd 77,
' - Jettisoned tanks. | &

17451 = Smckes end Sandys released from ground alert, | -
1755% = First Light effort, Sarvivers being bedded down,
J.BOSIL"- Haxmer FACS vill be overhead aIJ.'I. night.
i w =g .’.‘!:'._.i"' =-_.." W




CONFIDENTAL

1822L - Sandys 05/06 ETA 89 1845 local, King 21 will be airborne control
for first light and will arrive 89 0215-30 local for briefing, '
‘Tail # 220, pilot Maj Dilorenzo, Will require 20,0004 JP-i.

1910L = .Sandy 09 down @ 77, A4 least nine entry holes in aircraft, one -
. size of football, Sandy 10 will RTB 89 in AM. Fast mover Smokes

on alert at 77, Sandy 09 says it will take a.lot of Smoke for an '
attempt, L= ey

1920L = 2255 local established for first light time, WX forecast 4000
broken 9000! overcast 5 NM GFH. Patchy GF dissipating by 0300L,

1950L ~ Jack = 4 JG's will be launched from Da Hang, |
2050L '~ Called Blue Chip with request for napalm, Maj Stingon at the Chip,

2200L = Lt Col Bryant, Blue Chip, called and wanted to know why we needed
' relief from all our normal fragzed sorties for the SAR, Tried to
explain how short of airfremes we were. Hs said OK but would pursue
in future, Also said he didn't think we'd get our request on wall -
' _I.o wall napalm as 1t wamn't in the frag, Might get us some mixed
n oads, . { ) <

0040L = Called Jack = Hammer 04, 46, 62 will be the on-gcens FACS tomorrow,”
© Sandys 03/04 will launch at 2145 local and 05/06 at 2155 local, '
The smokes and NKP JG's will be CD,

0145L « Still can't get ordnance line-up out of Blus Chip, King 21 . '
© . estimating block time on the hour, Candlestick 21 and Hommer 79 .
were neard ca._l:l.:lng, "Beeper Beeper come up voice.".. .

0;2151.. = Received call signs and M*. ifor f.adi ‘nonr strikes,. No ordnance i
‘ loads given, S ' '

0300L = Briefed first wave,



SARCO 1.0G
25 Feb 1971

L:QOL = Jack called - SAR declared - A Navy F-4, Potato Masher 665 down
: at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were observed and radio contaot
has been established with both survivors, Generate 4 Smokes,

L440L = Sandys 05/06 to launch and proceed to area to escort Da Nang
Jolly Greens, Sandys 09/10 scrambled from 77,

Li4SL - Hobo 32/33 RTB'd from ER due WL. Divert to SAR effort per
JACK/BLUE CHIP.

J450L - Advised Jack tc check ARG LIGHT Schedwls witi Blue Caip. Have
a couple that could cause trouble,

L4450 = 3 Huey Cobras in area,

1508L: - -Sandys 07/08 redeploying from Bien Hoa diverting to scene,

1512L- - Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (0SC). Reports tanks in area and
moving towards survivors position, Weather 5000' socattered _
visibility good, Mach mach ZFU, small amms plus tanks reported.
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobre 23, F-4D cut
of Phu Ua'b. o

1536L = King 26 directed launch of King 27,

1545L = Sandy 09/10 in area, Sandy 09 0SC.

1605L = Smoke 41/42 cocked, SandflORTB'd channel 103 with battle damage,
" holding hands with Hammer .62, N

1610L - Sandy 10 looked over by other aircraft and is returning to scens,
Jettigoned tanks. £ -

16211, - 8AR forces being pulled back due TRQ alert for 270/33/103,
Oen‘hralizefl control prevents aborting missions endangering friendlies,

16251 - Suoke 43/44 cocked and Ground alert. W~
1635L - Sandy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel, (No external tanks)

17301 - Seady 09 hit in external tanks and etresming fuel, RTB'd 77,
Jettigoned tanks. : b

1745 = Smokes and Sandys released fram ground alert. |
1755L = Firet light effort, Survivors being bedded dowm.
1605 = Hamer PAGS w1l be overhead all nighty




In addition Sandy Low must get the survivor up on o different channel
other than gunrd as soon as possible. 'the interference {rom area towers,
fast-mover flights using it as common for joing-up, MIG warnings, ARC
lights, etc. severely hamper communications.

1l. On the second day of the SAR, (ueen was asked by Jack on several
occasions to update the Bingo times of the on-scene Sandys. Due to
limited assets and reaction time this is vital. Queen/Jack/King must
respond to this request because the fuel time for Sandys can vary from
=5 hours depending on type of activity. Thais overaight caused Sandy
05 and 07 to be dangercusly low on fuel when recovering at NKP and Quang
Tri. In addition'the practice of launching maximum assets for a first |
light effort is not realistic. The on-scene Sandys also recommend that
the l[ast-mover variety of Smoke be used as a last resort only. It was
described as looking like that used by skywriters and wholly inadequate -
for tha type of screen needed. !

12, 'The name of the game from here on out is MANAGERMENT of resources. o
We have gone from 70 odd A-l's on station to an average of 24. Downed
Ameriéan aircrews no longer have 1st priority on airframes as is evidenos
ed in this S/R. The remaining airgraft must be judiciously scheduled
until such time as the 0S¢ decides an attenptis feasible. Then, and 1
only then, should maximum forces be ocommited. The Sandy Low 03C is the
¢aly one that is qualified to make tiis decision, not TEEPEE/JACK/QUEEN/ |
KING/JOKER., Premature utilization of our,limited resources could be 1
fatal for the survivors. ‘

WILLIAM J. HAGAN, Lt Colohel, USAP'' . Atch 1 SARCO Log _
\ARCO - ’ o ' 2 Hammer Statement
5 Flying Schedule - :
4 Statement for Sandy 09/10
5 Statemsat for Sandy 05/06
6 Statement for Hammer 32 33
7 Statement for Sandy 03/04
8 Statement for Sandy 05/06
_9 Statement for Sandy 07/08 ..
10 ‘Statement for Sandy 09
11 Flying Schedule :
12 BARCO Log



weather contirued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions
' 05/06 determined what areas gunfire was coming from. Sandya 07/08 arriv-
el approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after hriefing by 05.

05/06 then expended their ordnance in the areas of known gunfire and
RTB'd. (Atch 9)

8. Sandy 07/08 continued the process of troliing for gunfire and through
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed
sanitizing. Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54 :
would FAC in fast movers with napalm. All ordnance was directly on !
target and the area immediately around the survivors was clear. Sandy

07 began his planning for a pickup, estimi «ng this would be possible
within an hour. An ingress-egress route w.as picked and trolled. Rocket
or mertar fire was sighted along this route and once again Hammer 54

was utilized to direct strikes of Snake and Hape in the area. The de-~
livery was outstanding and "the whole area was in flames." At this time
07 requested 4 Smoke aireraft to screen off a ridgeline that was thought
to conceal a 23mm cmplucement. Shortly thereaflter King notified 07 that
4 fast mover smokes were on the vay. Jandy 09 was brought down from the "
JG orbit aad briefed on the plan.- dandy 09 then trolled the route from
the holding point and when he rec ed no ground fire, returned to the i
JG's and briefed tiem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTB due to a oenter-i
line fuel tank that would not feed. He was replaced by Sandy 11 from {
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told !
to have their smoke flares ready to fire. Hammer 54 was bricfed where {
%o lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brought uo on
survival channel D and the Smoke bLirds executed. Jandy 07 and 08 mark- ;
ed the IP and too far péints and 07 directed 09 and 11 to bring the

Jolly down the chute. Alpha was directed to pop his smdke wihich the
Jolly saw immediately, The JG moved into the hover while Sandys 08 and
02 and 11 ran a daisy chain around him Suppressing any podsivie gunfire,
Sandy O7 held high over the pickup point directing the operations. Alpha’
was picked up and the JG directed towards Bravo. Bruavo was told to pop
his smoke and agoin the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then
"exited the orea with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The JG departed
out over friendlies and RTB'd channel 77. Sandy 07 was very low on fuel
at this time and had to divert to channel 103. All other Sandys R'MD'd
channel 89, (Atch 10) : .

9. Torces penerated for the first light effort were Sandys 03 tirough
12 and 3moke 41 through 44. Sandys 01/02 were scrambled from Ubon but
did not reacl: the scene in time to be utilized. (Ateh 11), . .

10, Some problems experienced on othier SAi's repeated themselves here.
windy lows must be firm in ineisting that King hold all assets on fre-
quencies other than those Sandy Low is using. Also King is going to
have to astop the practice of comsunicating with Queen/Jack on VHF,
Radio clutter from these two causes ware major problems. for the Sandys
on the first day. When King attends the first light briefing,there
isn't any problem. - . .':-_ = \ : . . I




$ bely 20 minutes of light remaining so the romaining tluwe was used to S T
positively pinpoint the survivors and identify areas of enemy gunfire in . k
preparation for the first light offort that was to come. Sandy 06 guve ‘
=g tha bed-down instrnetions to both survivors telling them Hammer FAQ's

o %, 1d be overhoad all nignt and they, the survivors, should stay off

g their radios unless they had something important to say. Regular 1/2 :
or ona howr check-ins would only place a’needless drain on the radio bat- i
teries as well as increase the possibility of enemy capture. Sandys
06/05 remained overhead until the first night FAC, Hammer 79, arrived at
which time they RTB'd channel B9, oy '

e

2+ Upon debriefing the Sandys it was deoided that the prime fast mover .
ordnance for sanitizing the area would be napalm. Eneny ground troops s '
wid armor were too close to the survivors for other types. A request
was made to Blue Chip for "a wall-to-wall" nape for the first light S g
efforte Was later informed we probably wouldn't wet it as it "™hadn't
been fragged.® Also requested fast mover smoke on alert to augment g R
our own, as Sandy 09 said it would take a lot. Also had to Justify to - |
Blue Chip our request for releasc from nexi days frag in order to el
support first light effort. e were directed to maintain the 4 Smokes . }
and gonerate all other available A-l's as Sandys. 'The weather forecast |- ol
for firast light was 4000' broken 9000' overcast N1 GFH. Patchy GF { Mo
dissipating by 1000 local. All in all much more favorable than the &
first day. The briefing was coordinated through Jack for 0300 loecal. -
. King 21 would land at NKP to attend. Four Jolly Greens were to be
taunched out of Da Nang and four Sandys from NKP. The sroke aircraft
were to remain on Ground Alert.

6. The first light briefing was held at 0500 with the Ops team of King
2l present. The first 6 Sandys, 4 Smokes and P alert Jollys also i A
attended. King was requested to keep all forces other than Sandy low ’ N
on 127.7 ViIF and 38.8 M to eliminate the congestion encountered on s
the first day. In addition 38.9 FM had been very noisy with many :
Gomers transmitting. Also requested King and Queen talk to each other
on HF rather than Vi[F. Intelligence and weather was presented after
which the leads completed their individual briefings.

7. Sandy 03/04 launcied at 0438 as the initial lows and Sandy 05/06
'+ Wwere off at 0447 to escort the Da Nang JG's. Sandy 03/04 arrived on
scene at aprroximately 0545, 10 minutes prior to first light. (J‘Ltoh'T) e
They received a briefing from Hammer 40 and assumed on-scene command at v Y
. . first lignt. The weather was marginal with Alpha's position completely. . .1ii i F
I, F obscured. Bravo's position had no Booner been located than it too was . " E
--'-L‘="_ . obscured by a low overcast. Repeated attenpts were made to find a way . 'jj° . nh ok
& '..‘:‘\ under the clouds but were futile. During this period Hammer 40 re~ . - "
., " quested ordnance to suppress some HMG fire that had been observed, ~:i:ii .
@: "¢ 7. Hammer 48 directed strikes against these positions, Around 0645 the . 1% ..
T weather improved enough for Sandy 03 to go down and locate the sur- ’"‘
i 4n, vivors. (600" overcast) Alpha was located and contacted. During .. |
, . 8everal passes over his position Alpha reported artillery fire each ..i:4' - !
17 - tlme. Sandy 03/04 remained in the area until approximately 0830 when ;. iy o
i

they RTB'd due fuel. Sandys 05/06'arrived from the JG orbit 405, "
assumed on-soene command after being briefed by 03, (Atch B) The -
. R I i . g ) ] . ?: e .E.:-:.‘ “' L] . .,' s _,_-I_ Al : . .
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man 1 868 (cc) . s 9 Mar 71

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Cobra A & B : bl

T0r DO

-

1. A successful rescue was conducted on 26 Feb 71 for two crewmembers
of Cotwa 23, The aircraft, an F4D out of Phu Cat AB, RVN, weni down

at aprroximately 1415L 25 Feb 71, on the 260° radial for 43M{ of Channel
103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during

the rescue effort. All times. are 'fhailand local.

2, A% 1430L, 25 Feb 1971, A SAR wit declared for Cobra. 2y, (Atch 1) "7

The aircraft was downed by enemy guwuire in the viecinity of D-12, two

Bien jloa. on thoir normal redenloy and were diverted to the SAR along

parachutes ha¢ been observed and radlo contact had been made with voth
gurvivors. The area was extremely hostile with active firefights and

continuous airstrikes being put in. Hammer FACs were contrdlling nll

vis activity in the area. (Atch 2)

5. At the time the At was declared Jack scrambled Sandy's 09/10 from
Da Nang, 05/06 from NKP and directed that Sandy's 05/04 were to remain
on ground alert at MKP., 05/06 were to be éscorts for Jolly Greens e
66/72 which were scrambled from Da Hang. Sandy's 0-7/08 launched from ;i-(,--__ »

with ilobo'e 32/33 who were RTB with ordnance due to deteriorating e

‘weather in their target area. These were the forces participating in

bhriefed by Hammer 40, 09 assumed on-scene command. (Atch 4) Toe "
weather in tue objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and

the first day effort. (Atch 3) i !

4. Sandy 09/10 arrived on sdene at approximately 1600L and after being

T S L =

intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts vwere made to venetrate the

" weather in an 2ffort to pinpoint the survivors. Heavy ground fire was P

observed on all attempts and about the time the general area of the sur-
vivors was determined, Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and exited the

area to check damage. The inclement weather prevented full utilization
of fast mover strikes however, Hammer 62 put in any he could. Sandy 10

had determined the damage was restricted to his external tanks, wiich he

R A

Jettisoned; sc he returned to the scene. At approximately 1620L, King
orderod all 3. forces out of the area dua to & TPQ alert called on
guard. At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTB due to low fuel so Sandy 06 was di-

* rected to the scene as low wing. (Atch 5) The effort to pinpoint the
= survivors continued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits

in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external

T tanks. He jettisoned his load and RTB'd Channel 71 at approximately 1730

Later inspection revealed in excess of 10 éntry holes in the aircraft

with one the gize of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 assumed’ ‘ My
-7, 0On-scene command and 0f was called down to:join him. Hobo's 32 and 33 & . .
...,!ih:ni. exrrived after being released from thelpeemiginal.nission.and wers il

asdigned to escort the|Jollies. (Atoh 6)
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COBRA 23 - 25 Fob 71

HAMMIR 54 ' i
Capt Poter J. Ruppert . 4
064~32~5323m

At approximately 1530 I was working a strike just south. of Delta 38 whea - .
. I heard a mayday call on guard saying that Cobra 23 had been hit and é 2 i
.'was jumping out. The call also included a IIE and Radial which was the:
26C/40 of CIl 103: I at the time was on the 275/40 of 103. |

- I finished the airstrike and proceeded to the 260/40 to see if I could
be of assistance. Upon arrival I saw many airplanes ir the area so I e
climbed to 10,500 feet to stay out of the way. There were five add- !
itional OV 10's all Hammer Facs, at least I presuned, them to be, S
about 20 choppers or 8o and I do not know how many fast movers. Hammer @' -
229 wag working a TIC at the time as well as the SAR and I avked if I e
could be of help. He told me yes since he was out of rockets. I went | .’

' down and took over for him. I saw both survivors chutes and plotted
* their position. Hammor 04 was made on-scene commander by King and I i
continued working the TIC. Hammer 04 RT3 due to low fuel and H-40 re-
lieved him. I was relieved by H-223. After landing, H~04 and myself
- went back out to the scene at 6:15 and H-62 along with Sandy 05 and ; _
06 were talking to the sweivor. H-62 did not know the exact location /iy ¢ i
80 H~04 and myself went into the area and showed Sandy's location, We ' Pl e
© were then informed by Hillsboro to olear tie area to the east since E et
they had heuvy artillery goihg in and could not shut it off. The Sandy's
anc. we then held east for aporoximately 10-15 minutes.. By the time we 1 f o
waere oleared back in, it was 1900 hours. ' The Sandys and us made re-
peated pase:s over survivors position* but took heavy AAA which came
from a tank that sat approximately 500 meters west of the survivors
on top of the hill. Both survivors were talking and informed us of

"\ & lot of ground fire everytime & Sandy made a pass. ‘'Me survivors ocall-

™. ed for CHQP and TWIGGY but Sandy lead told them that it was gotting
- Yoo late and that they should hide themselves, not to worry, taat W Cme
Shere would be a Faoc over them all night, to conserve their radios and :
use it only if absolutely nocessary and that we (Sandys) would be back
at firet light to pick them up. Oobra 23A's reply was that "we would
not be here in the morning®, fThe Sondys RTB'd and H-04 and myself stayed
on station until E-79 (the first night Fas) came out and we showed him

,I ~ both survivors! positions and also where the tank was that was shooting .

| - Sandy's Position Of Suryivors.,

.+ bad reestablished dontact with both A & B but the weather was still too' . .

at us. H-T9 then took over on scene and we (04 & 54) RTB'4. #To Show

| O s
26 Feb ' ° M : 7‘4““ M I w0
The Tirst Hamer Fuo to launch vas H-40 and he arrived on station at 060p, -
He informed us that the weather was bad and that he had not made contaog Lk
with the survivors, At approximately 0800 H-40 informed ua that they "t

Tonie

Ll
g

bad to work the SAR. At 0900 B-40 called us and told us to launch the | . '

hext Fao for the SAR. I, H-54, launched and arrived on station at r‘"""‘“\ e
vere on station, - (. nd

‘.;‘-.

aprroximately 1000am. B-40 RTB!

bl
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15 minutes, It was a well planned and well

. PETER J, RUPPERT, Capt, USAF
HAMMER 54 . ,

T

i AV e © T Bamir s T 08 relisved 05 & 05 and 07 became one
scone= cowuauuer, The weather begun to clear up quite rapidly and we
bad about a 8-10,000' overcast. Sandys 07 & 08 procesded to talk to the
survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position, I asked
Sandy 07 if be knew where both survivors were and he said that he knew
vhere Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo was. I then pointed Bravo's
chute out to 07 which he had not seon before, (Oh yes, Alpha had pulled his
chute in about a half an h after he ejected on the 25:h and it oould not be
geen anymore) When the Sandy
they were taking ground fire\and the approximate position where it came from,
The Sandys then began to ste ze the area by making repeated passes,
Sandy 07 then ghowed me where|he wanted some airstrikes put and for the next
2% hours I put airstrikes in dround the survivors while the Sandys were
vorking in close proximity of \the survivors with their own ordnance, At
upproximately 1230 Sandy 09 & 10 checked in with the choppers and at approx=
Amately 1315 it was decided to go ahead with the pickup, Sandy 07 told me
where to lay down the smoke and I then worked Ringneck 957 flight and laid
the smoke down, The Sandys (4 of them) then really worked the irmediate area
over and the chopper (65) was then brought in from the IP. Two other
wers laying down CBU on both sides of the choppers route and Cobra 23A wag
picked up first, After Bravo was picked up the chopper exited the area
by means of the same route that he entered, The whole pickup took about

exscuted mission, 5

{

3

l

g Iy
\

1

0

made the passes the survivors informed them that
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" 23A and 23B., When I arrived on scene Hammer 40 was working Candle 21
- Just North of the survivor's position. After first light, I assumed on

 along these ridge lines. Just South of the survivors were two campa of

e e

| .. of Alpha was determined and I made ‘5 or 6 passes under the clouds over him"

¥ .+escorting the Jolly Greena came up and I let Hammer 40 brief him uhile I
; “returned to base. Sandy 03 and ds lmdod at NEP at 0910. o :

“ CONMBENTIM © -
SAR FOR COBRA 23 ' | :

STATEMENT OF SANDY--STONE "
I departed NKP at 0440 with Sandy 04 to oroceed to the position of Cobra

scene comhand from Hamner 40, He took me into the area and gave a very
comprehensive briefing of the area. The weather over Alvha was right on ARy
the gromd. Bravo was in the clear. After Bravo's position was located Vedge e
thd weather then moved over him and both survivora were undera low over- ST
cast. Several attempts were made to get under the weather, but they were.

all futile. A ridge line North and a ridge line East of the survivors was , ' -
open and Hammer 40 stated that 51 Caliber fire had been ~oming from these ’ I
areas. Nape and high drags were requeated and Hammer 48 directed strikes o

g A

,l o
AR o
\ y R
1

ARVN tanks, The other ARVN units were west of the survivors. About 6345 = 85
the weather over Alpha started to 1ift so I went South and flew up the . y .

_ road and reached his position. At this time the weather was 600 feet above - ‘

the road, but the hills on each side of it were obascured by clouds. Cobra @
23A.reported artillery firc as I would pass over his position. It was . &0
probably a mortar or a rocket that was fired at me, The general position.

and each time reported ground fire. I stayed on scene as long as pouibln
waiting for Sandy 07, but dus to'low fuel I had to RTB. Shkndy 05 who us,

}
HERBERT Ho STONE, Lt Colonel, usur !
Is.ﬂlDI g i FEt ek
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-+ King 26 gave us a route to a holding point (265/32/103). We had a good

" EDWARD V. LORENZEN JR, Capt USAF

N I/"\} s
' L & " '-, : d i '!'r i
! SAR FOR COBRA 23 L

Callsigns - Hobo 32, ifobo 33 .
Crewnembers - Capt Lorenzen/Maj Donaldson, Col Walsh
Date -~ 25 Feb 71

On 25 Feb 71, I was scheduled for a mid-tour instrument refresher with
Major Donaldson im my right seat and Col Walsh, Our mission was fragged
and briefed for the Barrel Roll., About 25 minutes after takeoff, when
we were checking in with ABCCC, we were advised that the weather was

unvorkable in the Barrel and to return to NKP with ordnance. As we ap~ |

roached NKP; we were advised to divert to support the SAR in Drogress.

view of the "beach" around Delta 45 as we {'lew King's briefed routs to

the holding point. As we approached the S/R area, we ware assigned to )

escort Jolly Green 65 and 67 in the vicinity of Quang Tri. We escorted
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the Jolly Greens until our bingo time at 1800L. .At about the seme time, fi4; . .

i‘.‘,a st I

HOBO 32 P

. the SAR effort was postponed for the evening: for 'darkness. We recovered il -
‘at NKP, logging 5.5 apiece. e R gt



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SILVER STAR
10

MICHAEL 4. CURTIS

Airman First Class Michael A, Curtis distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in comnection with militsry cperstions against asn opposing
armed force near Khi§ Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February
1971, On that date, as a Pararescus Specialist on a HE-53 Reacue
Helicopter, Airman Curtis' efforts culminated in the rescue of two
United States Alr Force aircrewmen from certain death or capture
by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of
tostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits
by ground fire, Alrman Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing auch greater damage to the helicopter; and insuring the safe
reacue of the downed aimmen. By his gallantry snd dewtion to
duty, Airman Curtis has reflected great credit upon himself ard
the United States Air Force.

9F ILNDWNOO0C ONIINOIANS
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SLLVER STAR
blLe

FUGENE L. NARDL

Technical Sergeant Eugens L. Nardi distinguished hiniself by gal-
lantry in comnection with military operations against an opposing
armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February
1971. On that date, as a Pararescue Technician on an HH-53 Kescue
Helicopter, Sergeant Nardi's ef forts culminated in the rescue of
two United States Air Force aircrewmen from certain death or cap-
ture by hostile armed forces, With full knowledge of the extent
of hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own
personal safety, and dfjspite the helicopter's receiving numerous
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to ihe helicopter, axd lnsuring the
safe rescue of the downed sirmen., By his gallmtry and dewtion
to duty, Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself
sid the United States Air Force.

G# I NTANO0Q TNILYOJdNS
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25 February 1971

F-4D  65-0637 12 TFW, USAF, Phu Cat
Capt Hedditch (survived)
1Lt T McLaughlin (survived)

The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third
pass on a target near Ban Tampanko when his aircraft was
struck by ground fire. In this instance both the crew ejected suc-
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter.
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Silver Star Medals were presented

D Joll s’ Earn Medals

Recipients of the Silver Star Med-
al, from 1left, AIC Steve Hhody,
Capt, John Rs Weliner, T5gt. Eugene
Nardi, and T8gt. Carlos J. Nckinney
11, pose in front of an HH=53 Super
Jolly Green Glant helicopler. The
medals were pregented recently by
Gen, Jack J. Catton, conmander of
Military Airlift Command. Missing
from photo is A1C Michael Curtis,
recipient of two medals, who has re-
turned to the Uniled Stales. (U.S.
Air Force Photo)

_ -
Genersl Catton presch

to five members of the 37th Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in

‘connection with military operations

against an opposing armed force,"

The five are: Capf. John R. Weimer
Jr., an HH=53 "Super Jolly Green Glant"
helicopter aircraft cummander; T9gt. Car=-
los J. McKimney II, flight engineer;
TSgt. Eugene L. Nardi, A1C Michael Curtis
and A1C Steve Rhody, pararescusnen,

Presenting the medals &t the ceremony
was Gen. Jack J, Catton, comsarder of
Military Airlift Command, of which the
37th ARRS is a subordinate unit.

Captain Welner, Sergeant McKinney, Ser=
geant Nardi and Alrman Curtis were crew
members on the same "“Super Jolly Green
Giant™ when, on February 26, near Khe
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts
culminated in the rescue of two U.5. Alr
Force aircrewnen from "certain death or

(see Story Page 2)

 Stars to Jolly Greens
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DA EARG AIRFILLD

AUGUST 28, 1971

Silver Stars

(Continued from Fage 1)
capture by hostile armed forces," accord-
ing to citations read at the ceremony.
The citations further stated, "all crew
members expused themselves to hostile
fire throughout the rescue effort, "with

Presented

full knowledge of the extent of hostile
fire in the area and complete disregard
for (their) personal safety, and despite
the helicopter's receiving numerous hits
by ground fire,"

Arman Curtis was doubly honored during
the ceremony, receiving two Silver Stars.
The second was in recognition of his per-
formance on Mar, 13, near Tchepone, Laos,
when he and Airman Rhody were again in-
volved in a rescue attempt.

Alrman Rhody exposed himself to ground
fire on the rescue hoist twice outside a
door of the helicopter while deacending
to help a wounded survivor on the ground
until withering ground fire crippled thé
helicopter and wounded two crewnembers;
(AMiruwen Curtis was one of these) making
continued rescue efforts impossible. . *

Airman Curtis manned his gun position
continuing to expose himgelf to g
fire after beiung wounded, until the he Ili
copter safely departed the scene. 5

Captain Weimer, 30, a native of Saf
Bernardino, Calif., is a graduate 'of
Springfield Senior High, Akron, Ohio, He
has since atlended Ohio Universgity in At-
hens, and Central Michigan University at
Wurtemith AFB, Mich. He was commissioned
in the Air Force in 1962 under the m.-ia«-
tion Cadet proyrem,

He is married to the former Edith R,
McClellan of West Flockton, Ala. The
couple has Lhree children: Donna, £; Glo-
Pi&, 6 m Gw, 5!

A native of Mirimar, rla., Sergeant
Nardi, 33, has attended Bethel Park High
School, Belhel Park, Ps., and Broward
County Junior College, Fla,

The 12-year Air Force veterau has ser—
ved 32 months in the Republic of Yietnam
48 a pararescueman. He was formerly as-
signed to the 3%ih Aerospace Hescue and
Recovery Wing at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Mo.

Sergeanlt Frekinney is from New Braun-
fels, Tex, He is married to the foruer
Cynthia F. Jung, also from New Braunfels,
They have one child, Michael, 11.

Airuan Curtis has returned to the Unit-
ed States, having completed his tour in
the Republic. He graduated from Boston
Englisn High School, Boston, in 1969,

Airman Rhody has atiended Radford High
School, Hawaii, and the University of Ha-

waii.
He wﬂs': .t u!\ A.Fn’ Fho,

erior to casing-to Ds- Nang.




AN AUTHORIZED UNOFFICIAL PURBLICATION
FOR THE LL.5. ARMED FORCES OF THE PACIFIC COMMAND
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huddied on
for nearly 23 hours while North
Vietnamese trosps who shot
them down overran a South
Vietnamese fire base a half

mile away.

Their F4 Phantom [ighier-
homber exploded in [lames
Thursday while ' na-

palm on enemy tanks apd gun
emplacements attacking Hill 31,

a South Vietnamese sirborne.

battalien fire base eight miles
inside Lnos.

.;n?;z

Ol'dedn Laos|

t\m mm elected and

radios ta

@n the attack-

tng !orce while North Viet-

namese soldiers searched for
them in the bushes.

Telking with news men st
an officers’ club in Da Nang
several hours after their res
Capt. David R. Hedditch, 28,
Hamilton, Mont., and Lt. Thom-
at M. McLaughlin, 24, Melrose,
Mass., both said “‘we thought
we were dead men" when North
Vietnamese searchers came
within 10 .fset of their separate
hiding places.

ga

" and

“We were galied out In a mis-
sion over Laos Thursdey after
noon, refoel ‘In the alr over

Thailand and returndd fe Laos
when the forward air controller
—FAC—told us to stand by for a
strike on Hill 31, said Hed-
ditch, the aircraft commander

“1 made my first napalm pass
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and |
mude a second nape strike. As |
was pulling out, the bird went
out of control, pitched upward
then the whole cackpit

tur: red. I knew we had been



hit and were en fire, but 1 don’y
know what hit us.”

~ McLavghlin, Wis backsesdter,
ejected first. They parachuted
2,000 feet and landed on a hill
side near the fire base.

Faces smeared with mud {or
camouflage, the men remained
separated for the next 22%
hours until their rescue by a
Jolly Green Giant helicopter
Friday afternoon.

“All T could find was some
knee high grass to hide in,’" said
Hedditch. I heard some noise,
shul off my radio and just frome.
Then I saw two North Viet-

L]
namese soldiers walking argumnd
looking for me.

After that I talked with an
FAC and he assmred uz we
would get as much sir cover as
they ¢ould lay on. Tom was alse
on the radio, so I knew he was
all right, but we didn't dare
move loward each other.”

MeLaughlin said he landed
about 20 yards from an smemy
mortar.

“I could. hear the gun crew
talking in between rounds =s
they fired at the fire buse™ he
said. “Both of us heard,u
continunus small-arms firs

‘ITmm antiairerafl bl P
a 3Tmm antiaircraft gun work f:“?y fronic Thair discd |

ing on the choppers overhead.
There was a hell of a Tot of fir-
ing out there."

Rescue helicopters were re-
peatadly driven off by intense
enenty fire, amd as dusk fell
Tharsilay night the forward air
comtroller  hovering  overhead
told them they would have (o
spemd the night in Laos.

“Right then I ligured we were
denad, " Hedditch said. “Ii stari-
ed raining, freezing rein, and it
econtinued through the night, 1
was stiff and sore from Iylng In
e same position all the timne,

At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the proteclive
alr pattern, flying 75 sorties
enntinuously for eighl hours to
the North Vistpa

dies.




37th Rescues2-Laos

After what was possibly the longest 22,
hours of their lives, bwo USAF jet fight-
er milots were pulled out of hoavily en-
any~infested berritory recently, by crews
from the 37bh ARHS,

Capt.. David R. Hedditeh and 1st 1L,
Thomas M., Melsughlin, both F-4 Fhantom
pilots from Fhu Cst AB, pmched out of
thelr alrcraft after iU was shot down by
enauy flre near the Lactian city of Tehe~
}mlﬂo

That event started a chain-reaction
which was to become one of the most heaw-
11y contested pearch and rescus ( SAR)
misgions in the history of the war.

With the enaay sometimes within 20 me-
ters of his posgition, Caplain Hedditch
nmanaged to lay low md cvade his would~be
cartors while A-1E Skyralders and jek

T Iighters  pownded tho area to silance the
enany ground fire so that rescue choppers
could get in,

Liewtenant Meclanghlin, who was approxi--
mately a half-mile away from his fellow
pilot, said that the enemy was 50 closa
to his position that abt one time while
hiding in a bugh; "I was practically
looking at two of thom face-to-face, 1
reached for my veapon nd then froze in
my position. #Mmazingly they didn'™ st
me d about five minutes later they
started wmoving down the hill., T.didn'™t
inow vhethor 1 was pgoing te have to shoot
it out with then or what v

fided by A-T Skyraidurs and Jet fight-
ers, the "Buffyg" slood o steady vigilmee
over the area while altonpbts wore made
silence the eneny pris.

fround noont of the sccond day, the area
had beeny saturated moupgh for the rascue
¢hoprer to come in and pick up the dowmed
men ,

Tha ecred of the rescue chopper were,
Capt, Karlton I, Bakke, airceraft comman-
der; Cart, John R, Yeilmer, dr., the co-
pilot; TSgt. Curlos J, YNeKinney, the
f1ight englneer; ad TSst. Eugene 1., Nar-
di and AIC Michasl 1, Curtis, the Pd's
{ pararoscuaum) ,



Destroy Red Tank

Phantoms Aid Downed Pilots

DA NANG AFLD, Vietnam
(5pecial) — The skill of twa Air
Force F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber crews from the 3a6th
Tactical Fighter Wing  bhere
made the jungie cover useless to
afn epemy iank that was at-
tempting to foil @ search and
réseue aperation.

A pilot of one of the Phan-
tomys, st Lt John . Laboullere,
cemmented on the wmsual ac-
tion; “We were {iying 1o 3 com-
bat suppoti mission in an ared

in Laos wherse ARVN ground

troops were engaged in Oper:
ation Lam Son 719, As we ap-
proached the area, we heard an-
other F4 crewman alreéady over
the larget saying, ‘Lead, lead,
you're on fire!™

"There was 2 slight pause and
then we heard the forward air
controtier {(FAL) say, *1 e one
ehute, ., . see the other one ©

§ Pacific Stars & Stripes
' Tuerdny, March % 1971

The Phammy  mmediately
diverted (o the avea. “"When 3
search and’ regeue (SAR) is in

progress; nearly everything elee

15 dropped,” explained the lirus
tenant, “The SAR is of the ut-
maost importance,

_““Thers was intense ground
fire, and while we were working
the area, the FAC was trying to
get the location of the two
downed pilots:

“The FAL saw two tanks com-
ing up a road in the aren, At
first, we had a hard time spoti-
ing them because of the haze in
the area. Also, there were nu
meroys belicopters in the area
gnd we had to watch st for
thermn.,

“The tanks starded up the hill
to where the two pavachutes had
heen spotied; sa we made o
pass, and the lead aweraft
apeped up on them with 20mm
rannons:

“The lead aircraft then came
in again ona bomb pass, We fol-

tewed them in and drepped o
vrimange. The FAC then told s
1 g0 up high while hie checked
an the positien of the twn pb
Inte ' recalled Labouliere,

Sy this time we were low o0
G o Bad to refurn to base
e added. The Phanioms lefl the
arra but other alreraft were
seem o the scene:

When the crewmembers e-

Aurped (o Do Nang, they learmed

thal they had bees evedited with
dex roving onesof the tanks. The
nest day, afterone of the puast
intenge SAR missions in recent
wonths, the two downed o
were picked up by rescue: rews
frem the 37k Acrospaee [los: e
a] Reecovery Squadrer from
P aNaag,

When he learned that rhe
inte hnd heen rescued uftey 52
noves o the ground, Labottivee
comented, T was really jlud
whew 1 heard that they finalh
o themy ot — i must hose
bewn hell down theve






: guguvadi- | Gyt £
Uy FE A L Un_knownSaveSJpg . {-\EL \J \
AF Museum Photo

ARLOY

Sktropd \ CURTLS M( AU AN f

26 FR ¢ o
O e (47]

co-PRFy

P s =3 BILET
- CPPT <APT
NARg | EMRAOY MEKIANE N RPKKE, appphs TR W EMER
CORM ¢

STevE RHOOY
¢ YRV UBR-
Y QpuID HERORIH
LET ThomhS AC LmupHLI A



AEM T

Ot 23 SAR e =S]
QWFERY | JPL

MR s R RmL

CURrTlS BARKE  wegmer. MO RIMVEN

HEPORICH + MEBOEHCL  Soru RS F Y




Cobra 23 SAR F-4D downed in Laos 25 February 1971. F-4 pilots rescued by 37th ARRS Jolly crew on 26 February.

-y

)

—

A1C Michael Curtis PJ Capt Karlton Bakke Pilot TSgt Eugene Nardi PJ

Capt. John Weimer Copilot Capt. David Hedkiich F-4 survivor TSgt Carlos McKinney FE 1Lt Thomas McLaughlin F-4 survivor
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Downed pilots spend

DA NANG AFLD — After what was
possibly the longest 22 hours of their
lives, two jet lighter pilots were pulled
out of heavily infested enemy territory
recently by rescue crews of the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron.

Capt. David R. Hedditch and 1st Li.
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-4 Phantom
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed
out of their aireraft after it was hit by
enemy fire near the Laotian city of
Tchepone. That event started a chain
reaction which was to become one of
the most heavily contested search and
rescue efforts in SEA during recent
months.

With the enemy sometimes within
20 melers of his position, Captain Hed-
ditch managed to lay low and evade
his would-be captors while A-1 Sky-
raiders and jet fighters pounded the
area to silence the enemy ground fire
so that rescue choppers could get in.

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was
approximately half a mile away from
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy
was so close to his position that at one

s el A 1o

Captain Hedd‘ich_

time while hiding in a bush he was
“practically looking at two of them
face-to-face.” 1 reached for my weap-
on and then froze in my position.
Amazingly they didn’t spot me and
about five minutes later they started
moving on down the hill.

Hindered by heavy enemy ground
fire and poor weather conditions, the
rescue efforts were unsuccessful the

f) /(; ok FFBJ( QT

longest 22 hours

first day. But with the first light of the
new day the rescue aircraft were once
again airborne and headed for the
area.

“Around noon the area had been
saturated enough for us to come in,”
recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr.,
HH-53 co-pilot. “We were still receiv-
ing ground fire, but once we found the
survivors, the ground fire was not so
intense that we could not stay there.”

Said Capt. Carlton 1. Bakke, rescue
helicopter commander, “We came in
at treetop level and picked up this air-
craft commander (Captain Hedditch)
first. We saw his smoke marker and
spotted him right away and had him
pulled up within two or three minutes.

“We then had to go over a little
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed
for his smoke and again we were
about two or three minutes in a hover.
Just as he was coming in the door we
started receiving more ground fire
and more hifs. We got out low and fast
and we received more ground fire,”

Lieutenant McLaughlin recalled
that when he saw the rescue chopper
coming in, “'I left everything I had sit-
ting there and scrambled through the

: _x&.#‘?

U.8. Air Forcé Photos by
TSEt. Robert Minsky

Lieutenant MclLaughlin

trees, falling down and tripping in the
elephant grass, trying to get to that
penetrator which hit the ground about
the time I got to it,

“Once I got on the penetrator, it
seemed like forever before I got in the
aircraft, with all the firing going on
around me. But I guess they were
shooting at the chopper and not me."”



DA NANT Vietnam (AP) —
Two U.S. fighter pilats. de-
scribed Friday night how they
huddied on a Laotian hillside
for nearly 23 hours while North
Vietnamese troops who shot
them down overran a South
Vietnamese fire- base a half
mile away.

Their F4 Phantom [ighter-
bomber exploded in flames
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun
emplacements attacking Hill 31,
a South Vietnamese airborne
battalion fire base eight miies
inside Liaps.

The two crewmen ejected and
used their emergency radios to
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force while - Nerth Viet-
namese soldiers se€arched for

‘them in the bushes,

Talking with news men at

-an officers’ club in Da Nang

several hours after their réscue,
Capt. David R. Hedditch, 28,
Hamilton, Mont., and Lt. Thom-
as M. McLaughlin, 24, Melrose,
Mass., both-said “we thought
we were dead men’ when North
Vietnamese searchers came
within 10 feel of their separate
hiding places.

“We wére called oul in 3 mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after-
noon, refuel in the air over

Thailand and retirned to Laos

when the forward air controller
—FAC—told us to stand by for a
strike on Hill 31, said Hed-
ditch, the aireraft commander.

“I made my first napalm pass
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and 1
made a second nape strike, As T
was pulling out, the bird went
out of control, pitched uvpward
and then the whole Cockpit
turned red. I knew we had been

hit and were on fire, but T don’t
know what hit us.”

MeLaughlin, his backseater,
ejected first. They parachuted
2,000 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base.

Faces smeared with mud for
camouflage, the men remained
separated for the next 2355
hours until their rescue by a
Jolly Green Giant helicopter
Fridav afternoon. b

“All I could find was some
knee high grass to hide in,” said
Hedditch. “1 heard sbme naise,
shut off my radie and just froze.
Then I saw two North Viet-

2 fFE8 2/

[ e 1 s

namese soldiers walking -around|
logking for me.

“After that I talked with an
FAC and he assured us we
would get as much air cover as
they could lay en. Tom was also

-on the radio, so I knew he was

all right, but we didn't dare
move toward each other.”

McLaughlin said he. landed
about 20 yards from an enemy
miortar.

“I could hear the gun crew
talking in between rounds as
they fired at the fire base,” he
sajd. ""Both of us heard tanks,

‘continucus small-arms fire and

4 37mm antiaircraft gun work-
nr-nn.l.,?ad.

fir-

e .

ye-
i
ji-
d
i3

o ecretTiE T POD A smok
when the Jolly Green came in
and I threw if away from m
down the hji-lside so the NV{
@g:!dn’: Dpen ._up on my posi
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DA NANE  Vietnam (AP) —
Twe UL, fighter pilots  de-
scribed Friday night how they
huddled on a Laotidn hillside
for nmearly 23 hours while North
Vietnamese troops who .shot
them down overran a South
Vietnamese fire- base a half
mile away.

Their F4 Phantemn fighter-
bomber exploded in flames
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on epemy tanks and gun
emplacements attacking Hill 31,
a Bouth Vietnamese airborne
battalion fire base eight miles
ingide Laos.

The two crewmen ejected and
used their emergency radios to
direct air strikes on the attack.
ing force while North Viel-
namese soldiers Searched for
them in the bughes,

Talking with news mén at
an officers’ club in Da Nang
several hours after their rescue,
Capt. David R. Hedditeh, 28,
Hamilton, Mont., and Lt. Thom-

‘as M, McLaughlin, 24, Melrose,

Mass., both' said “we thought
we were dead men" when North
Viemampse searchers came

within 10 feet of their separate
hiding places.

“We were called out'in a mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after-
noon, ‘refuel in the air gver
Thailand and returned to Laog
when the forward air controller
—FAC—told us to stand by for a
strike on Hill 31" said Hed.
ditch, the aircraft commander.

“I made my first napalm pass
to mark the farget, my wing-
man made corrections and I
made a second nape strike. As I
was pulling out, the bird went
out of control, pitched upward
and then the whole cockpit
turned red. T knew we had heen

|

hit and were on fire, but I don’s

know what hit us.*

MeLaughlin, his backseater,
ejected first, They parachured
2,000 feet and landed sn a hill-

side near the fire base.

Faces smeared with mud for
camouflage, the men remained
225
hours until their rescue by a
helicopter

separated for the next

Jolly Green Giant
Friday afternoon.

“All I could find was some
knee high grass to hide in," said
Hedditch. “1 heard some noise,
i}:}iﬁ :in my radio arg_d, just froze.

‘“As soon as I climbed in, I
we::s to the back of the chopper
with my .45, hoping fo “:z_);g
some bad;-g%;y’s while we hesce
to pick up Tom.”

?;hen the helicopter dropped
down again to pick up lr;h_:-
Laughlin, it came under wither-
ing fire, taking 13 direct hits.

“These 15 to 25 seconds were
an eternity as they pulled ma_.hpp
on the sling,” $aid MeLaughl n.
“It’s an experience 1 never
want to face again.

Hedditch continued: "“When I_'
saw Tom come in, I just
crawled over and embraced
mim. I cat even remember
what we said because of the ro-
tor noise.

n scmirdt=s W=l S

namese soldiers walking arow
looking for me.

“After that I talked with 2
FAC and be assured us w
wonld get as much air cover :
they could lay on. Tom was sl
-on the radio, so I knew he ws
all right, but we didn't dai
move toward each other."”

McLaughlin  szid he. lande
about 20 vards from an enem
martar,

“T could hear the gun eret
talking in between rounds a
they fired at the fire hase,” h
sald. “Both of us heard tanks
contingous small-arnie five an
@ 3Tmm anptiaireraft sun work
ing ‘on’ the chappers averhead
Thave was 2 bell of o lot.of fir
bl mat Hhere.™

Hescue  helicoplers were re

;_ peatedly driven off by intense
enemy fire, and as dusk fel
Thursday night the forward aii
' controller hovering overheac
told them they would have tc
spend the night in Laos,

“Right then I figured we were
dead,” Hedditeh said, “Tt stari-
ed raining, freezing rain, and it
continued through the night I
was stiff and sore from lving in
the same pusition all the time,

At first light Friday, fizkter-
bombers joined he protective
air pattern, flyine 73 vorties
| sontinuously for eight how's ta
keep  the North Vietnzmese
away from their’ downed bud-
dies.

“The FAC decided 10 1y an-
other pivlkip a1 1875 (1=15

b "He pul a smake
flare rizht by e to mark the
position, It scared the h_e‘j] out of
Ge.. Ho ald. e _M;?;m*fm{
: threw it away from me
o 0 iifside" 5o the NVA
wouldn't opén up on my p:::h_
tion. I knew they were waic

ing. . "
. ehppper hovered abou

25 ?e!g awﬂé; and 1 s;c;_amp;red
toward it. I really e:_'-pzctekd ol
shot, but we didn't take e
tire. 1 just grabbed that Sm%
and prayed as they hauled -
up. The guys were fc0 husym
say a word fo me &s 1 came in.

wae Joil




CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SILVER STAR
10

MICHAEL 4. CURTIS

Airman First Class Michael A, Curtis distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in comnection with militsry cperstions against asn opposing
armed force near Khi§ Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February
1971, On that date, as a Pararescus Specialist on a HE-53 Reacue
Helicopter, Airman Curtis' efforts culminated in the rescue of two
United States Alr Force aircrewmen from certain death or capture
by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of
tostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits
by ground fire, Alrman Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing auch greater damage to the helicopter; and insuring the safe
reacue of the downed aimmen. By his gallantry snd dewtion to
duty, Airman Curtis has reflected great credit upon himself ard
the United States Air Force.

9F ILNDWNOO0C ONIINOIANS
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SLLVER STAR
blLe

FUGENE L. NARDL

Technical Sergeant Eugens L. Nardi distinguished hiniself by gal-
lantry in comnection with military operations against an opposing
armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February
1971. On that date, as a Pararescue Technician on an HH-53 Kescue
Helicopter, Sergeant Nardi's ef forts culminated in the rescue of
two United States Air Force aircrewmen from certain death or cap-
ture by hostile armed forces, With full knowledge of the extent
of hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own
personal safety, and dfjspite the helicopter's receiving numerous
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to ihe helicopter, axd lnsuring the
safe rescue of the downed sirmen., By his gallmtry and dewtion
to duty, Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself
sid the United States Air Force.

G# I NTANO0Q TNILYOJdNS
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25 February 1971

F-4D  65-0637 12 TFW, USAF, Phu Cat
Capt Hedditch (survived)
1Lt T McLaughlin (survived)

The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third
pass on a target near Ban Tampanko when his aircraft was
struck by ground fire. In this instance both the crew ejected suc-
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter.
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Silver Star Medals were presented

D Joll s’ Earn Medals

Recipients of the Silver Star Med-
al, from 1left, AIC Steve Hhody,
Capt, John Rs Weliner, T5gt. Eugene
Nardi, and T8gt. Carlos J. Nckinney
11, pose in front of an HH=53 Super
Jolly Green Glant helicopler. The
medals were pregented recently by
Gen, Jack J. Catton, conmander of
Military Airlift Command. Missing
from photo is A1C Michael Curtis,
recipient of two medals, who has re-
turned to the Uniled Stales. (U.S.
Air Force Photo)

_ -
Genersl Catton presch

to five members of the 37th Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in

‘connection with military operations

against an opposing armed force,"

The five are: Capf. John R. Weimer
Jr., an HH=53 "Super Jolly Green Glant"
helicopter aircraft cummander; T9gt. Car=-
los J. McKimney II, flight engineer;
TSgt. Eugene L. Nardi, A1C Michael Curtis
and A1C Steve Rhody, pararescusnen,

Presenting the medals &t the ceremony
was Gen. Jack J, Catton, comsarder of
Military Airlift Command, of which the
37th ARRS is a subordinate unit.

Captain Welner, Sergeant McKinney, Ser=
geant Nardi and Alrman Curtis were crew
members on the same "“Super Jolly Green
Giant™ when, on February 26, near Khe
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts
culminated in the rescue of two U.5. Alr
Force aircrewnen from "certain death or

(see Story Page 2)

 Stars to Jolly Greens
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AUGUST 28, 1971

Silver Stars

(Continued from Fage 1)
capture by hostile armed forces," accord-
ing to citations read at the ceremony.
The citations further stated, "all crew
members expused themselves to hostile
fire throughout the rescue effort, "with

Presented

full knowledge of the extent of hostile
fire in the area and complete disregard
for (their) personal safety, and despite
the helicopter's receiving numerous hits
by ground fire,"

Arman Curtis was doubly honored during
the ceremony, receiving two Silver Stars.
The second was in recognition of his per-
formance on Mar, 13, near Tchepone, Laos,
when he and Airman Rhody were again in-
volved in a rescue attempt.

Alrman Rhody exposed himself to ground
fire on the rescue hoist twice outside a
door of the helicopter while deacending
to help a wounded survivor on the ground
until withering ground fire crippled thé
helicopter and wounded two crewnembers;
(AMiruwen Curtis was one of these) making
continued rescue efforts impossible. . *

Airman Curtis manned his gun position
continuing to expose himgelf to g
fire after beiung wounded, until the he Ili
copter safely departed the scene. 5

Captain Weimer, 30, a native of Saf
Bernardino, Calif., is a graduate 'of
Springfield Senior High, Akron, Ohio, He
has since atlended Ohio Universgity in At-
hens, and Central Michigan University at
Wurtemith AFB, Mich. He was commissioned
in the Air Force in 1962 under the m.-ia«-
tion Cadet proyrem,

He is married to the former Edith R,
McClellan of West Flockton, Ala. The
couple has Lhree children: Donna, £; Glo-
Pi&, 6 m Gw, 5!

A native of Mirimar, rla., Sergeant
Nardi, 33, has attended Bethel Park High
School, Belhel Park, Ps., and Broward
County Junior College, Fla,

The 12-year Air Force veterau has ser—
ved 32 months in the Republic of Yietnam
48 a pararescueman. He was formerly as-
signed to the 3%ih Aerospace Hescue and
Recovery Wing at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Mo.

Sergeanlt Frekinney is from New Braun-
fels, Tex, He is married to the foruer
Cynthia F. Jung, also from New Braunfels,
They have one child, Michael, 11.

Airuan Curtis has returned to the Unit-
ed States, having completed his tour in
the Republic. He graduated from Boston
Englisn High School, Boston, in 1969,

Airman Rhody has atiended Radford High
School, Hawaii, and the University of Ha-

waii.
He wﬂs': .t u!\ A.Fn’ Fho,

erior to casing-to Ds- Nang.
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huddied on
for nearly 23 hours while North
Vietnamese trosps who shot
them down overran a South
Vietnamese fire base a half

mile away.

Their F4 Phantom [ighier-
homber exploded in [lames
Thursday while ' na-

palm on enemy tanks apd gun
emplacements attacking Hill 31,

a South Vietnamese sirborne.

battalien fire base eight miles
inside Lnos.

.;n?;z

Ol'dedn Laos|

t\m mm elected and

radios ta

@n the attack-

tng !orce while North Viet-

namese soldiers searched for
them in the bushes.

Telking with news men st
an officers’ club in Da Nang
several hours after their res
Capt. David R. Hedditch, 28,
Hamilton, Mont., and Lt. Thom-
at M. McLaughlin, 24, Melrose,
Mass., both said “‘we thought
we were dead men" when North
Vietnamese searchers came
within 10 .fset of their separate
hiding places.

ga

" and

“We were galied out In a mis-
sion over Laos Thursdey after
noon, refoel ‘In the alr over

Thailand and returndd fe Laos
when the forward air controller
—FAC—told us to stand by for a
strike on Hill 31, said Hed-
ditch, the aircraft commander

“1 made my first napalm pass
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and |
mude a second nape strike. As |
was pulling out, the bird went
out of control, pitched upward
then the whole cackpit

tur: red. I knew we had been



hit and were en fire, but 1 don’y
know what hit us.”

~ McLavghlin, Wis backsesdter,
ejected first. They parachuted
2,000 feet and landed on a hill
side near the fire base.

Faces smeared with mud {or
camouflage, the men remained
separated for the next 22%
hours until their rescue by a
Jolly Green Giant helicopter
Friday afternoon.

“All T could find was some
knee high grass to hide in,’" said
Hedditch. I heard some noise,
shul off my radio and just frome.
Then I saw two North Viet-

L]
namese soldiers walking argumnd
looking for me.

After that I talked with an
FAC and he assmred uz we
would get as much sir cover as
they ¢ould lay on. Tom was alse
on the radio, so I knew he was
all right, but we didn't dare
move loward each other.”

MeLaughlin said he landed
about 20 yards from an smemy
mortar.

“I could. hear the gun crew
talking in between rounds =s
they fired at the fire buse™ he
said. “Both of us heard,u
continunus small-arms firs

‘ITmm antiairerafl bl P
a 3Tmm antiaircraft gun work f:“?y fronic Thair discd |

ing on the choppers overhead.
There was a hell of a Tot of fir-
ing out there."

Rescue helicopters were re-
peatadly driven off by intense
enenty fire, amd as dusk fell
Tharsilay night the forward air
comtroller  hovering  overhead
told them they would have (o
spemd the night in Laos.

“Right then I ligured we were
denad, " Hedditch said. “Ii stari-
ed raining, freezing rein, and it
econtinued through the night, 1
was stiff and sore from Iylng In
e same position all the timne,

At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the proteclive
alr pattern, flying 75 sorties
enntinuously for eighl hours to
the North Vistpa

dies.




37th Rescues2-Laos

After what was possibly the longest 22,
hours of their lives, bwo USAF jet fight-
er milots were pulled out of hoavily en-
any~infested berritory recently, by crews
from the 37bh ARHS,

Capt.. David R. Hedditeh and 1st 1L,
Thomas M., Melsughlin, both F-4 Fhantom
pilots from Fhu Cst AB, pmched out of
thelr alrcraft after iU was shot down by
enauy flre near the Lactian city of Tehe~
}mlﬂo

That event started a chain-reaction
which was to become one of the most heaw-
11y contested pearch and rescus ( SAR)
misgions in the history of the war.

With the enaay sometimes within 20 me-
ters of his posgition, Caplain Hedditch
nmanaged to lay low md cvade his would~be
cartors while A-1E Skyralders and jek

T Iighters  pownded tho area to silance the
enany ground fire so that rescue choppers
could get in,

Liewtenant Meclanghlin, who was approxi--
mately a half-mile away from his fellow
pilot, said that the enemy was 50 closa
to his position that abt one time while
hiding in a bugh; "I was practically
looking at two of thom face-to-face, 1
reached for my veapon nd then froze in
my position. #Mmazingly they didn'™ st
me d about five minutes later they
started wmoving down the hill., T.didn'™t
inow vhethor 1 was pgoing te have to shoot
it out with then or what v

fided by A-T Skyraidurs and Jet fight-
ers, the "Buffyg" slood o steady vigilmee
over the area while altonpbts wore made
silence the eneny pris.

fround noont of the sccond day, the area
had beeny saturated moupgh for the rascue
¢hoprer to come in and pick up the dowmed
men ,

Tha ecred of the rescue chopper were,
Capt, Karlton I, Bakke, airceraft comman-
der; Cart, John R, Yeilmer, dr., the co-
pilot; TSgt. Curlos J, YNeKinney, the
f1ight englneer; ad TSst. Eugene 1., Nar-
di and AIC Michasl 1, Curtis, the Pd's
{ pararoscuaum) ,



Destroy Red Tank

Phantoms Aid Downed Pilots

DA NANG AFLD, Vietnam
(5pecial) — The skill of twa Air
Force F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber crews from the 3a6th
Tactical Fighter Wing  bhere
made the jungie cover useless to
afn epemy iank that was at-
tempting to foil @ search and
réseue aperation.

A pilot of one of the Phan-
tomys, st Lt John . Laboullere,
cemmented on the wmsual ac-
tion; “We were {iying 1o 3 com-
bat suppoti mission in an ared

in Laos wherse ARVN ground

troops were engaged in Oper:
ation Lam Son 719, As we ap-
proached the area, we heard an-
other F4 crewman alreéady over
the larget saying, ‘Lead, lead,
you're on fire!™

"There was 2 slight pause and
then we heard the forward air
controtier {(FAL) say, *1 e one
ehute, ., . see the other one ©

§ Pacific Stars & Stripes
' Tuerdny, March % 1971

The Phammy  mmediately
diverted (o the avea. “"When 3
search and’ regeue (SAR) is in

progress; nearly everything elee

15 dropped,” explained the lirus
tenant, “The SAR is of the ut-
maost importance,

_““Thers was intense ground
fire, and while we were working
the area, the FAC was trying to
get the location of the two
downed pilots:

“The FAL saw two tanks com-
ing up a road in the aren, At
first, we had a hard time spoti-
ing them because of the haze in
the area. Also, there were nu
meroys belicopters in the area
gnd we had to watch st for
thermn.,

“The tanks starded up the hill
to where the two pavachutes had
heen spotied; sa we made o
pass, and the lead aweraft
apeped up on them with 20mm
rannons:

“The lead aircraft then came
in again ona bomb pass, We fol-

tewed them in and drepped o
vrimange. The FAC then told s
1 g0 up high while hie checked
an the positien of the twn pb
Inte ' recalled Labouliere,

Sy this time we were low o0
G o Bad to refurn to base
e added. The Phanioms lefl the
arra but other alreraft were
seem o the scene:

When the crewmembers e-

Aurped (o Do Nang, they learmed

thal they had bees evedited with
dex roving onesof the tanks. The
nest day, afterone of the puast
intenge SAR missions in recent
wonths, the two downed o
were picked up by rescue: rews
frem the 37k Acrospaee [los: e
a] Reecovery Squadrer from
P aNaag,

When he learned that rhe
inte hnd heen rescued uftey 52
noves o the ground, Labottivee
comented, T was really jlud
whew 1 heard that they finalh
o themy ot — i must hose
bewn hell down theve
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Downed pilots spend

DA NANG AFLD — After what was
possibly the longest 22 hours of their
lives, two jet lighter pilots were pulled
out of heavily infested enemy territory
recently by rescue crews of the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron.

Capt. David R. Hedditch and 1st Li.
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-4 Phantom
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed
out of their aireraft after it was hit by
enemy fire near the Laotian city of
Tchepone. That event started a chain
reaction which was to become one of
the most heavily contested search and
rescue efforts in SEA during recent
months.

With the enemy sometimes within
20 melers of his position, Captain Hed-
ditch managed to lay low and evade
his would-be captors while A-1 Sky-
raiders and jet fighters pounded the
area to silence the enemy ground fire
so that rescue choppers could get in.

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was
approximately half a mile away from
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy
was so close to his position that at one

s el A 1o

Captain Hedd‘ich_

time while hiding in a bush he was
“practically looking at two of them
face-to-face.” 1 reached for my weap-
on and then froze in my position.
Amazingly they didn’t spot me and
about five minutes later they started
moving on down the hill.

Hindered by heavy enemy ground
fire and poor weather conditions, the
rescue efforts were unsuccessful the

f) /(; ok FFBJ( QT

longest 22 hours

first day. But with the first light of the
new day the rescue aircraft were once
again airborne and headed for the
area.

“Around noon the area had been
saturated enough for us to come in,”
recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr.,
HH-53 co-pilot. “We were still receiv-
ing ground fire, but once we found the
survivors, the ground fire was not so
intense that we could not stay there.”

Said Capt. Carlton 1. Bakke, rescue
helicopter commander, “We came in
at treetop level and picked up this air-
craft commander (Captain Hedditch)
first. We saw his smoke marker and
spotted him right away and had him
pulled up within two or three minutes.

“We then had to go over a little
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed
for his smoke and again we were
about two or three minutes in a hover.
Just as he was coming in the door we
started receiving more ground fire
and more hifs. We got out low and fast
and we received more ground fire,”

Lieutenant McLaughlin recalled
that when he saw the rescue chopper
coming in, “'I left everything I had sit-
ting there and scrambled through the

: _x&.#‘?

U.8. Air Forcé Photos by
TSEt. Robert Minsky

Lieutenant MclLaughlin

trees, falling down and tripping in the
elephant grass, trying to get to that
penetrator which hit the ground about
the time I got to it,

“Once I got on the penetrator, it
seemed like forever before I got in the
aircraft, with all the firing going on
around me. But I guess they were
shooting at the chopper and not me."”



DA NANT Vietnam (AP) —
Two U.S. fighter pilats. de-
scribed Friday night how they
huddied on a Laotian hillside
for nearly 23 hours while North
Vietnamese troops who shot
them down overran a South
Vietnamese fire- base a half
mile away.

Their F4 Phantom [ighter-
bomber exploded in flames
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun
emplacements attacking Hill 31,
a South Vietnamese airborne
battalion fire base eight miies
inside Liaps.

The two crewmen ejected and
used their emergency radios to
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force while - Nerth Viet-
namese soldiers se€arched for

‘them in the bushes,

Talking with news men at

-an officers’ club in Da Nang

several hours after their réscue,
Capt. David R. Hedditch, 28,
Hamilton, Mont., and Lt. Thom-
as M. McLaughlin, 24, Melrose,
Mass., both-said “we thought
we were dead men’ when North
Vietnamese searchers came
within 10 feel of their separate
hiding places.

“We wére called oul in 3 mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after-
noon, refuel in the air over

Thailand and retirned to Laos

when the forward air controller
—FAC—told us to stand by for a
strike on Hill 31, said Hed-
ditch, the aireraft commander.

“I made my first napalm pass
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and 1
made a second nape strike, As T
was pulling out, the bird went
out of control, pitched uvpward
and then the whole Cockpit
turned red. I knew we had been

hit and were on fire, but T don’t
know what hit us.”

MeLaughlin, his backseater,
ejected first. They parachuted
2,000 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base.

Faces smeared with mud for
camouflage, the men remained
separated for the next 2355
hours until their rescue by a
Jolly Green Giant helicopter
Fridav afternoon. b

“All I could find was some
knee high grass to hide in,” said
Hedditch. “1 heard sbme naise,
shut off my radie and just froze.
Then I saw two North Viet-

2 fFE8 2/

[ e 1 s

namese soldiers walking -around|
logking for me.

“After that I talked with an
FAC and he assured us we
would get as much air cover as
they could lay en. Tom was also

-on the radio, so I knew he was

all right, but we didn't dare
move toward each other.”

McLaughlin said he. landed
about 20 yards from an enemy
miortar.

“I could hear the gun crew
talking in between rounds as
they fired at the fire base,” he
sajd. ""Both of us heard tanks,

‘continucus small-arms fire and

4 37mm antiaircraft gun work-
nr-nn.l.,?ad.

fir-

e .

ye-
i
ji-
d
i3

o ecretTiE T POD A smok
when the Jolly Green came in
and I threw if away from m
down the hji-lside so the NV{
@g:!dn’: Dpen ._up on my posi
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DA NANT Vietnam (AP) —
Two ULS, fighter pilots de-
scribed Friday night how they
huddled on a Laotidn hillside
for nearly 2! hours while North
Vietnamese troops who .shot
them down overran a South
Viethamese fire- base 2 half
mile away.

Their F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flames
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun
emplacements attacking Hill 31,
a South Vietnamese airborne
battalion fire base eight miles
inside Laos.

The two crewmen ejected and
used their emergency radios to
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force while North Viet-
namese soldiers Searched for
them in the bushes,

Talking with news men at
an officers’ club in Da Nang
several hours after their rescue,
Capt. David R. Hedditch, 28,
Hamilton, Mont., and Lt. Thom.
as M. McLaughlin, 24, Melrose,
Mass,, both’ said "‘we thought
we were dead men'" when North
Vietnamese searchers came
within 10 feet of their separate
hiding places.

Pilots Descrilie

"We were called out 'in a mis-
sion over Laes Thursday after-
noon, refuel in the air over
Thailand and returned to Laos
when the forward air controller
—FAC—told us to stand by for a
strike on Hill 31" said Heg:
ditch, the aireraft commander.

“I made my first napalm pass
o mark the target, my wing-
Mman made corrections and |
made a second nape strike, As [
was pulling out, the bird went
out of control, pitched upward
and then the whole cockpit
turned red. T knew we had heen

" “s soon as I climbed in, T
werf:s ton m back of the chopper
with my .45, hoping to h_os__g
some bad -guys while we heade

to pick up Tom."

| Laughlin, it came under wither-

hit and were on fire, but T don't
know what hit us."”
McLaughlin, his backseater

ejected first. They parachated

2,000 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base.

Faces smeared with mud for
camouflage, the men remained
separated for the next 221
hours until their rescue by a
Jolly Green Giant helicopter
Friday afternoon. '

“All 1 could find was some
knee high grass to hide in." said
Hedditch, *'1 heard some noise,
ﬁ_i;ll:t of; my radio an.‘d' just froze.

the helicopter drop
d&mﬁe "again to pick up Me-

ing fire, taking 13 direct hits.

“Those 15 to 25 seconds were
an eternity as they pulled mg;lp
on the sling," $aid MeLaug in.
“It's an experience 1 never
want to face again.'

Hedditch continued: ‘‘When I,
saw Tom come inm, I just
crawled over and embraced
him. I can’'t even remember
what we said because of the ro-
tor noise.

Y i, S

namese soldiers walking arow
looking for me.

““After that I taiked with 3
FAC and be assured us w
would get as much air cover ¢
they could lay on. Tom was al
-on the radio, so I knew he we
all right, but we didn't da
move toward each other.”

MeLaughiin szid he lande
about 20 vards from an enem
mortar,

1 could hear the gun cres
talking in between rounds a
they fired at the fire hase,” h
said. "‘Both of us heard tanks
continugus smali-arms fire am
a JTmm anligircraft sen work
g on the chappers overhead
‘Fhere sk & bell o lot.of fir
laps ot there™

Hescue  helicopters were re
~peatedly driven off by intens
enemy fire, and as dusk fe},
Thursday night the forward ail
‘controller hovering oyverheac
told them they would have tc
spend the night in Laos.

“Right then I figured we were
dead,” Hedditeh safd, “Tt start-
ed raining, freezing rain, and it

continued through the night. I
was stiff ard sore from lving in
the same pesition all the time,
At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the protective
air pattern. flyins 75 corties

| continuously for eizht hours to

keep the North Vietn=mase
away from their downed hHud-
dies.

“The FAC décided 15 try 2n-
other pivkio 2t 1315 (1:18 nan
said Heddilch, “He put a smoke
flare rizht by me to mark the
position. Itmmdlhehgjiout;{

Tna 1 threw & away from me
% e iikide s the NVA
wouldn't opén up on mng‘oc?;:
tion. I knew they were Wwa
mE;I‘l'm chopper hovered abn:z‘t‘
25 feet away and _1.5_@73%)'“
toward it. [ maﬂg_ez;pzeéi S
shot, but we didn't :t,;a- i
fire, T just grabbed that <ling
ayed as they ed !
::d 'I?I:e guys were foo busy ihc
'sair a word to me as I came In.






