
CITATION 19 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

MICHAEL A. CURTIS 

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis .  distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near KhO Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, as a Pararescue Specialist on al 	53 Rescue 
Helicopter, Airman Curtis efforts culminated in the rescue of tr.() 
United States Air Force aircremen from certain death or capture 
by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of 
hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire, Airraan Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire 
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the safe 
rescue of the downed aj.rm. By his gallantri and devotion to 
duty, Airman Curtis has reflected great credit upon hirr i splf aid 
the United States Air Force. 



CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

EliGENE L. NARDI 

Technica3. Sergeant lgene L. Nardi distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, /as a Pararescue Technician on an 1-11-1-53 Rescue 
Helixopter, Sergeant Nardi's efforts culminated in the rescue of 
two United States Air Force aircrevanen from certain death or cap-
ture by hostile armed forces. With fUll knowledge of the extent 
of hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his 0141 

personal safety, and dilspite the helioopter's receiving numerous 
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide aippressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the 
safe -rescue of the downed airmen. By his gallai try and demotion 
to duty, Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself 
aid the United States Air Force. 

■A,) 



25 February 1971 

F - 41) 65 -0637 12 TM USAF, Phu Cat 
Capt Hedditcli (survived) 
lLt I McLaughlin (survived) 

The second, Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night 
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third 
pass on a target near Ban Tampanko when his aircraft was 
struck by ground fire, In this instance both the crew ejected suc- 
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter. 
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Recipients of the Silver Star Med-
al, from left, AlC Steve Rhody, 
Capt. John R. Weimer, TSgt. Eugene 
Nardi, and TSgt. Carlos J. McKinney 
II, pose in front of an 1111-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter. The 
medals were presented recently by 
Gen. Jack J. Catton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command. hissing 
from photo is AlC Michael Curtis, 
recipient of two medals, who has re-
turned to the United States. (U.S. 
Air Force Photo) 

Six Silver Star Medals were presented 
to five members of the 37th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in 
connection with military operations 
against an opposing armed force." 
The five are Cat. John h. Weimer 

Jr., an 115-53 "Super Jolly Green Giant" 
helicopter aircraft commander; TSgt. Car-
los J. McKinney II, flight engineer; 
TSgt.  Eugene L.  Nardi,  AlC Michael Curtis 
and AlC Steve Rhody, pararescuemen. 
Presenting the medals at the ceremony 

was Gen. Jack J. Catton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command, of which the 
37th ARRS is a subordinate unit. 

Captain Weimer, Sergeant McKinney, Ser-
geant Nardi and Airman Curtis were crew 
members on the same "Super Jolly Green 
Giant" when, on February 26, near Khe 
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts 
culminated in the rescue of two U.S. Air 
Force aircrewmen from "certain death or 

(See Story Page 2) 

General Gatton pressn Stars to Jolly Greens 
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Silver Stars Presented 
(Continued from Page 1) 

capture by hostile armed forces," accord-
ing to citations read at the ceremony. 

The citations further stated, "all crew 
members exposed tnemselves to hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort, "With  

full knowledge of the extent of hostile 
fire in the area and complete disregard 
for (their) personal safety, and despite 
the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire." 

Airman Curtis was doubly honored during 
the ceremony, receiving two Silver Stars. 
The second was in recognition of his per-
formance on Mir. 13, near Tchepone, Laos, 
when he and Airman Rhody were again in-
volved in a rescue attempt. 
Airman Rhody expesed himself to ground 

fire on the rescue hoist twice outside a 
door of the helicopter while descending 
to help a wounded survivor on the ground 
until withering ground fire crippled the 
helicopter and wounded two crewmembersi 
(Airman Curtis visa one of these) making 
continued rescue efforts impossible. . 
Airman Curtis manned his gunpositi le114 

continuing to expose himself to gro 
fire after being wounded, until the heli4 
oopter safely deperted the scene. 4 
Captain Weimer, 3C, a native of SaA 

Bernardino, Calif., is a graduate or 
Springfield Senior High, Akron, Ohio. He 
has since attended Ohio University in At-
hens, and Central Michigan University at 
Wurtsmith AFB, Mich. He was consaissioned 
in the Air Force in 1962 under the Aviat 
tion Cadet program. 

He is married to the former Edith R. 
McClellan of West Blockton, Ala. The 
couple has three children: Donna, C.; Glo-
ria, 6 and Gary, 5. 
A native of Mirimar, Fla., Sergeant 

Nardi, 33, has attended Bethel Park High 
School, Bethel Park, Pa., and Broward 
County Junior College, Fla. 
The 12-year Air Force veteran has ser-

ved 32 months in the Republic of ''ictimmi 
as a pararescueman. He was formerly as-
signed to the 39th Aerospace Rescue and 
hecovery Wing at RichardeGebaur AFB, Ko. 
Sergeant iicKizuley is from New Braun-

fels, Tex. He is married to the former 
Cynthia F. Jung, also from New Braunfels. 
They have one child, Michael, 11. 

Airman Curtis has returned to the Unit-
ed States, having completed his tour in 
the Republic. Be graduated from Boston 
English High School, Beaton, In 1969. 

Airman Rhody has attended Radford High 
School, Hawaii, and the University of Ha-
waii. 
He was 41014040ed. at:4Ain APB, Fla., 

Prior to cooOlk-A.0 D*,Vanf. 
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Two U.S.., iftlftr 	de. 
scribed 

DA NANG, rietnitsie — 
rekkitiiht 	they 

huddled on II`Libtfan hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnarriese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flaines 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gtm 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese; airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos.  

_ 

i 0 
:  1 I. ' 1,.. 

  
a 

Iv. two ,cftwraeri ejected and 
moil tholoottisorropey radlor.; te 
dhlict air strikes on the attack-
ing force while North Viet-
naniese soldiers searched for 
the in the bushes. 

T a lk ing with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours after their rescue, 
Capt. David II. fledditch, rit, 
Hamilton, Mont.

' 
 and Lt. Thom-

as M. McLanghlin, 24, Melrose. 
Mass., both said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnamese searchers came 
within 10 feet a their separate 
hiding places. 

• We were ontied out ist A miS- 
&ion over Laos Thisrada) after-
n0.4, refuel In the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air cemtrolier 
---FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31," said lied-
ditch, the aircraft commander 

"I made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and I 
made a second nape strike. As, I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
out of control, pitched upward 
aud then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had been 
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hit and were on fire, but I don't 
know what hit us." 

MeLatughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2,000 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22V4 
hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"All I could find was some 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. "I heard sonic noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet- 

namese soldiers walking Aquila 
looking for me 

"After !hat I talked with am 
FA(' and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Tom as also 
on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right, but we didn't dare 
move toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he landed 
About 20 yards from an enelny 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crow 
talking in between rouul,%, as 
they fired at the fire tinse,” he 
said. "Both of us heard :tanks, 
continuous small-arms five and 
a 37inm antiaircraft gun work-
ing on the choppers overhead. 
There was a hell of a lot of fir-
ing out there." 

Rescue helicopters were re. 
peatedly driven off by interim* 
en'mi fire, and as dusk fell 
Ttvarsday night the forward air 
controller hovering overhead 
lo!d them they would have to 
speed the night in Laos. 

'Rieht then I figured we were 
dead, -  Iledditch said. "It start-
ed raining, freezing rain, and it 
ere!tinued through the night. I 
was stiff and sore from lying In 
roe same position all the time. 

At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the protective 
air pattern, flying 7S sorties 
ceettinuously for eight hours to 
keep the North Vietniameae 
ateay from their dowmatttl  bsai- 
dtes. 

_71* rAc decidod to try * pickup at 13,16 (1:15 p.s 
ReddItch, "Ile pad a set 

. right b7 eais 1..asark 
• 1411kioa: It swp4;10(iiteil 

-PIN e told sta,fitAlligi 444 
*ilia,  Abe 13.011E Gs1444.01441 
Erl4n  threw -away firma 

the 	ttap.)) 
- one , 	ea Isty A 

hPew tin...work w41 

chopper:: hovered 
limb 1 seartaik 

hat we.. 414441 
just, grabbed that 

The guys vete too 
4 word to me as  

..:-: '1,0 Kos az I distind IA; 1 M 
Ut to the NO Of the c 
' 	44Y .4 .top 	la ' 	: 
*Aso hattws while %se 
he 144k ttls TWA." • 
,_ When the it= clr 
li 	

eggiwid 

	

41,4 *fir .". 	PP lie- 
Imektin. it,tamei iamilet Avaboar. 
kw tire. ladaget 12 doe NU. 

,fA :f4flootia 15 to 25 seconds we* 
ita etersity as dor putted ma op 
ea the alling,n• maid 11141,2saghltis. 
•Plf* an expielamee I never 
waist to face again." 

liadditch continued: "Whesi 7 
WM Tom come in, I Alet 
owned over and eznbratwd 
lido. I can't even remetteUT 
'what we sa.3/4I because of the ru-
ler nein. 

y "We just held vet to each *C-
ot. we were so damn glad to so/ 

• etch other. Then we sat bark 
end counted the bullet holes." 



After what was iaossibly the longest 22 
hours of their Jives, t ..ro USAF jet fit-
e' rillots were pulled out of heavily en-
emy-infested territory reCently , by Crews 
frau the 37th ARRS. 

Cart. David R. fiedditch and 1st Lt, 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, both Phantom 
cdlote from rhu Cat AB, punched out of 
their aircraft after it was shot down by 
etiany fire near the Laotian city of Tche,- 
pone. 

That event started a ch ain-reactian 
which was to become one of the moot heav-
ily contested search sld retle (SAR) 
missions in the history of the war. 

With the many sometimes within 20 me-
ters of hie position, CapLain liedditch 
managed to lay low and evade his would-be 
captors while A-1F."; acyraiders and jet 

--fight.Ti• .----pounde,d the area to silence the 
enany ground tire 3 o that rescue choppers 
could got in. 

Lieutenant, McLaughlin, who was approxi-
mately a half-mile away from his fellow 
pilot, said that the cnemy was r.,0 close 
to his position that at one time while 
hiding in a bush; "I a 3 practically 
looking at two of thm face-to-face. 1 
reached for my weapon and thal froze in 
my po at ion. Amazingly they didn't spot 
ive and about five minutes later they 
started moving down the hill. I..didnit 
know whether I was going to have to shoot 
it out with then or what, rf 

Aided by A-1 .icy.raid ,..Irs and Jet fight-
ers, the "Duffs" stood a steady vigilance 
over the area while attunpts were made t, 
Aimee the cinemy guns. 

Around noon of the econc da,y, the area 
had been saturated Enough for the rescue 
chopt.xn- to come in and pick up the downed 
men. 

The crew of the refloue chopper were, 
Capt.. Karlton I. Bakke, aimraft c UZI al-
der; Capt. John R. c../(?-11m...r, Jr., the co-
pilot; TSgt. (trio f3 J. McKinney,  the 
flight engineer; and TS,)t. Eugane 1.. Nar-
di and Ale tti.chat,-.1 Uuttis, the PJ's 
(pararoscut-rtal). 
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Destroy Red Tank 

Phantoms Aid Downed Pilots 
DA NANG AFLD, Vietnam 

(Special) — The skill of two Air 
Force F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber crews from the 366th 
Tactical Fighter Wing here 
made the jungle cover useless 
an enemy tank that was at-
tempting, to foil a search and 
rescue operation. 

A pilot of one of the Phan-
toms, 1st Lt, John O. Lahoullere, 
commented on the unusual ac-
tion: "We were flying to  a  com-
bat support mistion in an am 
In Laos where AttVN ground 
troops were engaged in Oper-
ation Lam Son 719. As we ap• 
preached the area, we heard an-
other F4 crewman already over 
the target saying. 'Lead, lead, 
Yl111' re on fire!" 

"There was a slight pause and 
then we heard the forward air 
controller (FAC) say, one 
chute. 	 see the other one."' 

a Paeifie Stars & Stripes 
Tuesday. March Sc )971 

The Phantom., iitIMPitiaiely 
, tiVect (.41 	 When a 
•.earch and rescue OAR) is in 
Progress, irearly everything else 
is dropped,•' explained die lieu. 
tenant. "The SAft is of the ut-
most importance. 

'There was intense ground 
fire, and while we were working 
the area, the FAC. was trying to 
get the location of the two 
downed pilots: 

"The FA( saw two tanks com-
ing up a road in the area. At 
first,. we had a hard time spott-
ing them because of the haze in 
the area. Also, there were nu• 
merous helicopters in the area 
and we had to watch out toT 
them. 

"The tanks started tip the hill 
to where the two paraehele; had 
been spotted; so we made. 
pass, and the lead atrerab 
opened up on them with 20mn, 
'cannons. 

"The lead aircraft then came 
in again on a bomb pass. We fol- 

ihem in and dropped out 
oriitIonce. The VAC then told km 
1 ,,  go up high while lie checiked 
on the position of the two pi. 
lots ' tecalte.4 Lahouliere, 

ty thi54 time we were ino. or, 
Nis and had to rettirn to ba-ce. -  

tie AddcA. The Phanimts left the 
aria but Other aircraft were 
gi.on on the scene. 

When the erewmembers re-
tkiroe4 to Da Nang, they learned 
that they had been credited with 
des. , roying one of the tanks. Ttse 
rie • t day, after one of the most 
iniense SAR missions in rerent 
ii,ontlis. the two downed odon.. 
-*Tie picked up by rescue • 
from the 37th Aerospace Res , 

 mad Ilecovery Squadror fr. r,, 
P %Nang. 

When he learned that ,he uj 
lot had been rescued dtet 
1 ,  M .  • Of1 the ground. (..abottlk.re- 

rnentert, "I was really .,•11,4 
wb.to I heard that they firt:411N 
go,  them out — it most 1,:% r 

been hell down there 

100 
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Downed pilots 'longest 22 hours' 
DA NANG AFLD — After what was 

possibly the longest 22 hours of their 
lives, two jet fighter pilots were pulled 
out of heavily infested enemy territory 
recently by rescue crews of the 37th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron. 

Capt. David R. Hedditch and 1st Lt. 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-4 Phantom 
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed 
out of their aircraft after it was hit by 
enemy fire near the Laotian city of 
Tchepone. That event started a chain 
reaction which was to become one of 
the most heavily contested search and 
rescue efforts in SEA during recent 
months. 

With the enemy sometimes within 
20 meters of his position, Captain Hed-
ditch managed to lay low and evade 
his would-be captors while A-1 Sky. 
raiders and jet fighters pounded the 
area to silence the enemy ground fire 
so that rescue choppers could .get in. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was 
approximately half a mile away from 
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy 
was so close to his position that at one 

Investigations 
bust 'H' ring, 
net 42 men 

HQ. 7AF — Forty-two enlisted air-
men have been apprehended in con-
nection with narcotics charges at Cam 
Ranh Bay AB. 

After a month-long investigation 
into a narcotics ring at the base, the 
airmen were being held for question- 

spend 

Captain Hedditch 

time while hiding in a bush he was 
"practically looking at two of them 
face-to-face." I reached for my weap-
on and then froze in my position. 
Amazingly they didn't spot me and 
about five minutes later they started 
moving on down the hill. 

Hindered by heavy enemy ground 
fire and poor weather conditions, the 
rescue efforts were unsuccessful the  

first day. But with the first light of the 
new day the rescue aircraft were once 
again airborne and headed for the 
area. 

"Around noon the area had been 
saturated enough for us to come in," 
recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr., 
HH-53 co-pilot. "We were still receiv-
ing ground fire, but once we found the 
survivors, the ground fire was not so 
intense that we could not stay there." 

Said Capt. Carlton I. Bakke, rescue 
helicopter commander, "We came in 
at treetop level and picked up this air-
craft commander (Captain Hedditch) 
first. We saw his smoke marker and 
spotted him right away and had him 
pulled up within two or three minutes. 

"We then had to go over a little 
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed 
for his smoke and again we were 
about two or three minutes in a hover. 
Just as he was coming in the door we 
started receiving more ground fire 
and more hits. We got out low and fast 
and we received more ground fire." 

Lieutenant McLaughlin recalled 
that when he saw the rescue chopper 
coming in, "I left everything I had sit-
ting there and scrambled through the 

kite 

U.S. Air Force Photos by 
TSgt. Robert Minsky 

Lieutenant McLaughlin 

trees, falling down and tripping in the 
elephant grass, trying to get to that 
penetrator which hit the ground about 
the time I got to it. 

"Once I got on the penetrator, it 
seemed like forever before I got in the 
aircraft, with all the firing going on 
around me. But I guess they were 
shooting at the chopper and not me. -  
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PhaVeSrlie 	Laosll 
The two crewmen ejected and 

used their emergency radios to 
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force while North Viet-
namese soldiers searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Ta I kin g with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours  after their rescue, 
Capt. David R. Hedditeh, 28, 
Hamilton, Mont.,  and Lt. Thom-
as  M. McLaughlin,  24, Melrose, 
Mass., both -  said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnamese searchers came 
within 10 feet of their separate 
hiding places. 

t4- 	eilti3Lia,:f 
.11 

DA NAN(' Vietnam CAP) — 
Two U.S. fighter pilots- de-
scribed .Friday night how they 
huddled on a Laotian hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half - 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos. 

We were called out in a mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after- 
noon, refuel in the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air controller 
—FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31," said Hod-
ditch, the aircraft commander. 

"I made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and 
made a second nape strike. As I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
out of control, pitched upward 
and then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had been  

hit and were on fire, but I don't 
know what hit us." 

McLaughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2,006 feet and landed on a hill-
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22IA: 2 

 hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"All I could find was some 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. "I heard some noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet - 

p- 

z 

rs  
:  

namese soldiers walking -around, 
looking for me. 

"After that I talked with an 
FAC and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Tom was also 

-on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right, but we didn't dare 
move toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he. landed 
about 20 yards from an enemy 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crew 
talking in between rounds as 
they fired at the fire base," he 
said. "Both of us heard tanks, 
continuous small-arms fire and 
a 37min antiaircraft gun work- 

f ir- 

Trtfra smok 
when the Jolly Green came in 
and I threw it away from m 
down the hillside so the NV/ 

dn't open up on my posi 
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DA NAN0  Vietnam (AP) — 
Two U.S. fighter pilots de-
scribed Friday night how they 
huddled on a Laotian hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire -  base a half 
mile away. 

Their F4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos. 

a() 

_ 

_  ;  PiIots Descriao 	m ai iii  Egos  3 	45' 

The two crewmen ejected and 
used their emergency radios to 
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force 'while North Viet-
namese soldiers Searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Talking with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours after their rescue, 
Capt. David R. Iledditch, 28, 
Hamilton, Mont. and Lt. Thom-
as M. McLaughlin, 24, Melrose, 
Mass., both .  said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnaraese searchers came 
within 10 feet of their separate 
hiding places. 

"We were called out in a mis-
sion over Laos Thursday after-
noon, refuel in the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air controller 
—FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31," said lied-
ditch, the aircraft commander. 

"I made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wirw-
Man made corrections and 
made a second nape strike. As I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
out of control, pitched upward 
and then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had hPorr 

hit and were on fire, but I don't namese soldiers walking arcau 
knots- what hit us." 	 looking for me. 

McLaughlin, his backseater, 	"After that I talked with t ejected first. They parachuted' FAC and he assured us a 2,000 feet and landed on a hill- would get as much air cover t 
side near the fire base, 	they could lay on. Tom was alt 

Face's smeared with mud for 'on the radio, so I knew he wt 
camouflage, the men remained all right, but we didn't dal 
separated for the next 22V2 move toward each other." hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 	McLaughlin said he lande Friday afternoon. 	 about 20 yards from an enem 

"All I could find was some mortar, 
knee high grass to hide in," said 	"I could hear the gun crei 
Hedditch. "I heard some noise, talking in between rounds a 
shut off my radio and just froze, they fired at the fire base," h 

said. "Roth of us heard tanks 
continuous :, inall-arni, fire an , 

 a :17tiini antiaircraft aun work 
ine on the choppers overhead 
Thore was 

 
shell cf a I:it. or fir 

- ;:! rhc.rc:• 

Rescue helicopters were re 

!

peatedly driven off by intenst 
enemy fire, and as dusk fel. 
Thursday night the forward all 
controller hovering overhea 
told them they would have tc 
spend the night in Laos. 

"Right then I figured we were 
dead," Hedditch said. "It start-
ed raining, freezing rain, and it 
continued through the night. I 
was stiff and sore from lying in 
the same position all the time. 

At first light Friday, fighter-
bombers joined the protective 

: air pattern. flying 75 sorties 
' continuously for eight hours to 
. keep the North Vietnamese 
away from their downed bud-
dies. 

'The FAC decided to tr ■ :,n. 
other pickup at 1315' (171 n u: i'' 
said Heddituh. "lie put a smule-: 
flare right by MC to mark the 
position. It scared the hell out of 

_ 
"As soon as I climbed in, I 

went to the back of the chopper 
with my .45, hoping to nose 
some bad guys while we headed 
to pick up Tom." 

When the helicopter dropped 
down again to pick up Mc-
Laughlin. it came under wither-
ing fire, taking 13 direct hits. 

"Those 15 to 25 seconds were 
an eternity as they pulled me up 
on the sling," said McLaughlin. 
"It's an experience I never 
want to face again." 

Hedditch continued: "When I 
saw Tom come in, I just' 
crawled over and embraced 
him. I can't even remember 
what we said because of the ro-
tor noise. 

mod" I titre* it away runitut; 

down the hilfsiiit 'so the NVA 
wouldn't open up on my posi-
tion. I knew they were watch-
ing. 

"The chopper hovered about 
25 feet away and I scampered 
toward it. I really expected to be 
shot, but we didn't take any 
fire. I just grabbed that sling 
and prayed as they hauled me 
up. The guys were too busy to 
say a word to me as I came in. 


