
AlttlitinFLUAL 
!. tely 20 minutes of light remaining so the raining time was used to 
positively pinpoint the survivors and identify areas of enemy gunfire in 
preparation for the first light effort that was to come. sandy 06 gave V, e bed-down inutrections to both survivors telling them Hammer Male 
a id be overhead all night and they, the survivors, should stay off 
their radios unless they had something important to say. Regular 1/2 
or on hour cheok-ine would only plaoe a'needless drain on the radio bat-
teries as well an increase the possibility of enemy capture. Sandys 
06/05 remained overhead until the first night FAQ, Hammer 79, arrived at 
which time they RTB'd channel 09. 

5. Upon debriefing the Sandyu it was dee:doled that the prime fast mover 
ordnance for sanitizing the area would be napalm. Enemy ground troops b.ad armor were too alooe to the survivors for other types. A request 
was made to Blue Chip for "a wall-to-wall" nape for the first light 
effort. Was later informed we probably wouldn't qet it an it "hadn't 
been fragged." Aleo requested fast mover woke on alert to augment 
our own, as Sandy 09 said it would take a lot. Also had to justify to 
Blue Chip our request for rele.we from next days frag in order to 
support first light effort. We were directed to maintain the 4 Smokes 
and generate all other available A-1 1 a as Sandys. The weather forecast for first light was 4000 1  broken 9000 1  overcast 51f1 GFH. Patchy GF 
dissipating by 1000 local. All in all much more favorable thrl the 
first day. The briefing was coordinated through Jack for 0300 local. King 21 would /and at NKP to attend. Four Jolly Greens were to be 
launcned out of Dm Nang and four Sandy@ from HIT. The smoke aircraft were to remain on Ground Alert. 

6. The first light briefing was held at 0)00 with the Orre team of King 21 present. The first 6 Sandys, 4 Smokes and DU alert Jollys also attended. King wan requested to keep all forces other than Sandy low 
on 121.7 VHF and 38.8 FIK to eliminate the congestion encountered on 
the first day. In addition 56.9 FM had been vary noisy with many Comers transmitting. Also requested King and queen talk to each other on HF rather han IMP. Intelligence and weather was presented after 
which the leads completed their individual briefings. 

T. Sandy 03/04 launched at 0430 as the initial love and Sandy 05/06 wore off at 0447 to escort the Da Nang JG's. Sandy 03/04 arrived on 
scone at aporoximately 0545, 10 minutes prior to first light. (Atch 7) 
They received a briefing from Hammer 40 and assumed on-eeene command at first light. The weather was marginal with Alpha's position completely 
obscured. Bravo's position had no sooner been located than it too was 
obscured by a low overcast. Repeated attempts were made to find a way. 
under the clouds but were,:futile. During this period Hammer 40 re-quested ordnance to suppress some HMG fire that had been observed. Hammer 48 directed strikes against these poeitiOas, Around 0645 the' weather improved enough. for Sandy 03 to go down and boats the sur-vivors. (600 1  overcast) Alpha waa located and contacted. During . several passes over his position Alpha reported artillery.  fire each . time. Sandy 03/04 remained in the area until approximately 0830 when they RTIPsd duo fuel. Sandy° 05/06 arrived from the ja orbit and 05 , 
assumed 04-eoene command after being briefed by 03. (At& 8) The -- :. 

• 



Weather continued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions 
05/06 determined what areas gunfire was ooming from. 5undye 07/08 arriv- 
ed approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after briefing by 05. 
05/06 then expended their ordnance it the areas of known gunfire and 
RTTtd. (ktch 9) 

8. Sandy 07/os continued the procees of trolling for gunfire and through 
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed 
sanitizing. Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54 would F10 in fast movers with napalm. All ordnance was directly on 
target and the area immediately around the' survivors was clear. Sandy 
07 began his planning for a pickup, estimi Lag this would be possible 
within an hour. An ingress-egress route Inee picked and trolled. Rocket 
or mortar fire was sighted along this route and once again Hammer 54 wa8 utilized to direct strikes of Snake and nape in the area. The de-
livery was outatanding and "the whole area was in flames." At this time 
07 requested 4 Smoke aircraft to screen off a ridgeline that was thought 
to conceal a 23mm emplacement. Shortly thereafter King notified 07 t4at 
4 fast mover Jmokes were on the ,ray. Sandy 09 was brought down from the 
JO orbit and briefed on the plan.- Sandy 09 then trolled the route from 
the helding point and when he rea :ed no ground fire, returned to the 
JG's and briefed teem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTT due te a center-
line fuel tank that would not feed. He was replaced by Sandy 11 from 
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told to have their smoke flares ready to fire. Hammer 54 was briefed where , 
to lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brought up on 
survival ehannel D and the Smoke birds executed. Sandy 07 and 00 mark- : 
cd the IP and, too fnr points and 07 directed 09 and 11 to bring the 
Jolly down the chute. Alpha was directed to pop his mndke which the 
Jolly saw imeodiately. The JO moved into the hover while Saeays 08 and 
09 and 11 ran a daisy chain around him nuepreesire. any pea:el:121e eunfire. ! 
Sandy 07 held higii over the pickup point directing the operations. Alpha 
was picked ue and the JG directed towards Bravo. Brnvo was told to pop 
his emoke and again the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right 
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then 
exited the area with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The JG departed 
out over friendlies and RTB'd channel 77. Sandy 07 was very low on fuel 
at this time and had to divert to channel 103. Al]. other Sandys RTB , d channel 89. (Atch 10) 

9. Forces generated for the first light effort were Sandye 03 through 
12 and Smoke 41 through 44. Sandys 01/02 were scrambied from Ubon but did not reach the scene in time to be utilized. (Atch 11). 

10. Some problems experienced on her SAl's repeated themselves here. 
nendy lows muet be firm in insisting that Ring hold all assets on fre-quencies other than those Sandy Low is using. Also King is gsing to 
have to stop the practice of communicating with Queen/Jack on VHF. 
Radio clutter from these two cause's were major problems for the Sandys on the first day. When King attends the first light briefing, there isn't any problem,: • 



Flieffhtt 
In addition an Low must Get the survivor up on a different channel 
other than guard as soon as possible. The interference from area towers,: 
fast-mover flaghts using it as common for joing-up, MIG warnings, ARC 
lights, etc. severely haaper communications. 

11. On the second day of the SAR, apeen was asked by Jack on several 
occasions to update the Bingo times of the on-scene Sanays. aye to 
limited assets and reaction time thin is vital. Queen/Jack/King must 
respond to this request because the fuel time for Sandy° can vary from 

hours depending on type of activity. This oversight caused Sandy 
03 and 07 to 4e dangerously low on fuel when recovering at HKP and auang 

In addition the practioe of launching maximum assets for a first 
light effort is not realistic. The on-scene Sandys also recommend that 
the aaet-mover variety of amoke be used as a. last resort only. It was 
described as looking like that used by skywriters and wholly inaaequate 
for the type of screen needed. 

12. The name of the game from here on out is MANAGEMONT of resources. 
We have gone from 70 odd A-i's on station to an average of 24. Downed 
Amerioan aircrews no longer have let priority on airframes as is evidenoa!, 
ed in this Sall. The remaining aircraft must be judiciously scheduled 	1 
until such time as the OSC decides an atteeptie feasible. Then, and 
only then, should maximum forces be commited. The Sandy Low QC is the ! 
only one that is qualified to make this deoision, not =FES/JACK/QUEEN/ ! 
KINC/JOKER. Premature utilization of ouralimited resources could be 
fatal for the survivors: 

WILLIAM J. HAGAN, Lt colohel, USAY I  
1 40;0 , 

Atah 1 SARCO Log 
i2 Hammer Statement 
, 3 Flying Schedule 
4 Statement for Sandy 09/10 

1: 5 Statameat faa Sandy 05/06 
i; 6 Statement for Hammer 303 

7 Statement for Sandy 03/04 
8 Statement for Sandy 05/06 
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'12 SARCO Lag 



'on t 

1012 

1015 

1030 

1045 

11.15 

1151 

fejt+Fiefitthtr ' 	 ! 

6R00 LOG 

Blue Chip pulled 2 - H models1(my;next Sandy lows) for the OD 
barrel roll. 

Maint has 4 soft but Sgt Moore cannot get than to oonoentrate on 
on soft that I have to get up forlmy #2 JG.escort. (Sandy 09 re-. 
placement) 

Asked Jack to reoonfirm :Bingo for 07/08 	1200L • 

Bingo oonfirmed as 1130. Asked Jal3t ti6aUnen'01/02 from Dias; 
Sandy low. 

Sandy 01/02 launched 

Cobra 23 Alpha picked up by JG 65 

Cobra 23 Bravo picked up by JO 65 

5444Y 99 440, 11 escorted JO to CH 103 where they, we released - , 
Survivors were recovered into CS 77. 	" . 	. • . 	•,• 	 ••,.• 
Sandy 01 landed at CH 103 becase'bf . ehortege„pflfulal•-RTB. -to.46 1 hr later. 

SAR Terminated by Queen 

• ' 
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SARCO LOG 

26 Feb 1971 

04Ar 

04V 

0525 

0530 

0550 

0553 

0600 

0610 

- 	I 	 ' 	 ' 	 " 	 ' 	 • 	 s ' 

'" ' I. !I 	- 	kaaadY (Nr  

generator, so :.),4 07 aatt and 0.10t 
• ,- Sandy 05) 

(PAC) OBC with King 

. be- , 

41.) (m c ) 

King switched plan of checking in on 1.7.7 and ren 	Lag 125.1 for 
Sandy low and reversed it so 	n could monitor ty  Undy 1..'w opera.- 
tioa (queen apparently only hats 127.7) 

King established first radio 'contact 	,14y.  with 23/8 

, King established first radio :contact 1 day with 23,4 

Jolly Green 65/67 at holding irt i lONM i  of survivor. 

Sandy 03 03C, (Stone) weather 'is D.S. uingo Time 0200. 

0730" 	Req Bingo Time for 03 again Cana 020, , 1 

0756 	Launched 07/08 to replace 03/04 and b000me Sandy low' 

0815 	Sandy 03/04 are calling Bingo nowt There will be insufficient time 
to get 07/08 there so I suggested 6ove,JG escorts 05/06 (Roberta) 

, to 05C temporarily. 

0820 	Launched 09/10 as 30 escorts 

0850 	,Sandy 05 	WX improving, will attempt to pinpoint survivors. 

0900, 	Sandy 05 has position of surviii*orali/I 10 Meters and briefing 
replacements 07/08. 
Rudio contact with Stone says trail WX is bad'onough for cover so 
acft can go direct to scene, ' 

0905 

0925 

0955' 

1010' 
, 

Sandy 07 (Rentz) OBC 

$andy 10 (Col Roueh) can't get his 0/1, tank to feed - new Bingo 
for him is 1030. Wanted to laundn'11/12 . immed. to replace 09/10. 

	

Sandy 12 aborts ( no radio )• '.,'' .4 	
. , 	 . 
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. .. 
Sandy 10 got his fuel feeding again but then it quit'again - asked. 
Jack to get hi* released and. lows 5-9 - mritili , a*kyitc... mea &en) -. ' 
nog from King. 	

... l 	 •  
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--ettiflainTIVE 
SARCO LOG 

25 Feb 1971' 

1430L - Jack called . SLR declared - A Navy F-4, Potato Washer 665 down 
at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were observed and radio contact 
has been established with both survivors. Generate 4 Smokes. 

1440L - Saaays 05/06 to launch and proceed to area to escort Da Bang 
Jolly Greens. Sandra 09/10 scrambled from 77. 

1445L - Hobo 32/33 RTB'd from HR this WI. Divert to BAR effort per 
JACK/BLUE CHIP. 

1450L - Advised Jack to cheek ARC LIGHT Sohedula it Elut• Chip. Have 
a couple that could cause trouble, 

16451,  - 3 Huey Cobras in area. 

1508,-.3andye 07/08 redeploying from Bien Boa diverting to scene. 

15121-- Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (OSC). Reports tanks in area and 
moving towards survivors. position. Weather 5000' scattered . 
visibility good. Hach mach ZPU, small arms plus tanks reported. 
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobra 23, F.4D out 
of Phu Cat. 

1536L - King. 26 directed launch of King 27. 

15451 - Sandy 09/10 in area. Sandy 09 OSC. 

1605L - Smoke 4/42 cocked. SaaC.ORTBId channel 103 with battle damage, 
holding hands with Hammer.62. 

16101, - Sandy 10 looked over by other aircraft and is returning to scene. 
Jettisoned teaks. 

1621L - Sala forces being pulled back due TPQ alert for 270/33/103. 
Centralized control prevents aborting missions endangering friendlies. 

1625L - Smoke 43/44 waked and Ground alert. 

1635L Sandy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel. (No external tanks) 

17301i 4-  SWAT 09 hit in external tanks and streaming Axel. RTB'd 77* 
Jettisoned tanks. 

17453. - Smokes and Sandys released from groundalert. 

1755L . First light effort, Survivors being bedded down 
1 

180514 . Hammer FiCS vill be overhead ell night., 
. 	. y 



Ofttirrtinn4 
1822L Sandra 05/06 ETA 89 1845 local. King 21 will be airborne control, 

for first light and will arrive 89 0215-30 local for briefing. : 
Tail # 220, pilot Maj Dilorenzo. Will require 20,000 JP-4". 

1910L -.Sandy 09 down e 77. At least nine entry holes in aircraft, one 
size of football. Sandy 10 will RTB 89 in AIL Past mover Smokes 
on alert at 77. Sandy 09 says it will take &Jot ót 'Smoke for an' 
attempt. 

19201, - 2255 local established for first light time. WI forecast 4000' 
broken 9000' overcast 5 NM OPH. Patch/ OF dissipating by 0300L. 

1950L - Jack - 4 JG's will be launched from Da Nang. 

2050L.- Called Blue Chip with request for napalm. 1144 Stinson at the Chip. 

2200L Lt Col Bryant, Blue Chip called and wanted to know why we needed 
relief from all, our normal frogged sorties for the SAR. Tried to 
explain haw short of airframes we were. Be said OK but would pursue 
in future. Also said he didn't think we'd get our request on well 

' 

	

	to wall napalm as it wasn't in the frag. Might get WS some mixed 
loads. 

0040L -.Called Jack - Hammer 04, 46, 62 will be the on-scene PACS toMbrrove -
Sandys 03/04 will launch at 21 45 local and 05/06 at 2155 local. ' 
The smokes and NKP JO's will be CD. 

0145L.. Still can't get ordnance line-.up out of Blue Chip. King 21 
estimating block time on the hour.. Candlestick 21 and Hammer 79 
were heard calling, *Beeper Beeper come up voice. 1 — 

02151, 6. Received call signs and TOTIsifor feat mover strikes.. Be ordnance , 	1 	. loads given. 

0300L Briefed first wave. 



SAR.00 LOG 

25 Feb 1971 

ipolL - Jack called - SAR declared - A Navy F-4, Potato Masher 665 down 
at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were obeerved and radio contact 
has been established with both survivors. Generate 4 Smokes. 

14401a - Sandra 05/06 to launch and proceed to area to escort Da Nang 
Jolly Greene. Sandys 09/10 scrambled from 77. 

14451 - Hobo 32/33 RTB'd from BR due WI. Divert to SLR effort per 
JACK/BLUE CHIP. 

1450L - Advised Jack to cheek ARC LIGHT Sehedulo it Diu* Chip. Have 
a couple that could cause trouble. 

1445L - 3 Huey Cobras in area. 

15081Z, --Sandys 07/08 redeploying from Bien Boa diverting to scene. 

15121-- Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (OSC). Reports tanks in area and 
moving towards survivors :position. Weather 5000' scattered . 
visibility good. Mach mach ZPU, small arms plae tanks reported. 
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobra 23. F-41) out 
of Phu Cat. 

15361 - Xing ,  26 directed launch of Xing 27. , 

15451 -.Sandy 09/10 in area. Sandy 09 OW. 

16051 - Smoke 41142 cocked. 3ai41ORTBId channel 103 with battle damage, 
holding bands with Hammer.62. 

1610L . Sandy 10 looked over by other aircraft and is returning to scene. 
Jettisoned tanks. 

16211 SAR forces being pulled back due TFQ alert for 270/33/103. 
Centralized control prevents aborting missions endangering friendlies. 

1625L - Smoke 43/44 cocked and Ground alert. 

1635L Sandy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel. (No external tanks) 

1730L Sandy 09 bit in external tanks and etreaming fuel, 'Mid 77. 
Jettisoned tanks. 

1745L Smokea and Sandys released from groundalert. 

1755L . First light effort. Survivors being bedded. clan. 

18051.. 

 

Hr PACS mill be overhead all might4'' 

• 	f. 
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stiONFFHWT-hite 
In addition Sandy Low must get the survivor up on a different channel 
other than guard as soon as possible. The interference from area towers, 
fast-mover flights using it as common for joing-up, MI( warnings, ARC • 
lights, etc!. severely hamper communications. 

11. On the second day of the SAR, queen was asked by Jack on several 
occasions to update the Bingo times of the on-scene Sandys. Due to 
limited assets and reaction time this is vital. Queen/Jack/King must 
respond to this request because the fuel time for Sandys can vary from 

hours depending on type of activity. Thie oversight caused Sandy 
03 and 07 to be dangerously low on fuel when recovering at NKP and Quang 
Tri. In addition the practice of launching maximum assets for a first 
light effort is not realistic. The onscene Sandys also recommend that 
the fast-mover variety of Smoke be used as a. last resort only. It was 
described as looking like that used by skywriters and wholly inadequate 
for the type of screen needed. 

• 12. The name of the game from here on out is MANAGMENT of resources. . 
We have gone from 70 odd A-1 1 0 on station to an average of 24. Downed 
Amerioan aircrews no longer have let priority on airframes as is evideno 
ed in this S;R. The remaining airpraft must be judiciously scheduled 
until such time as the OSC deoides an attemptis feasible. Then, and 
only then, should maximum forces be oommited. The Sandy Low OSC is the I 
Only one that is qualified to make this decision, not TO3FEE/JACK/QUEEN/ 
KINC/JOKER. Premature utilization of our., limited resources could be 
fatal for the survivors:.  

WILLIAM j. ROAN, Lt.polohel, USAF' 
. a.00 

, Atth 1 SARCO Log 
2 Hammer Statement 
3 Flying Schedule 
4 Statement for Sandy 09/10 
5 Statameat for Sandy 05/06 
6 Statement for Hammer 32/33 
7 Statement for Sandy 03/04 
8 Statement for Sandy 05/06 
9 Statement for Sandy 07/08 

10 Statement for Sandy 09 
11 Flying Schedule 
12 SARCO Log 



-C-044401113-14.1 
weather oontieued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions 
05/06 determined what areas gunfire was looming from. Sandya 07/08 arriv-
ed approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after briefing by 05. 
05/06 then expended their ordnance in the areas of known gunfire and 
RTB'd. (Atch 9) 

8. Sandy 07/08 continued the process of trolling for gunfire and through 
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed 
sanitizing. Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54 
would FAG in fast movers with napalm. All ordnance was directly on 
target and the area immediately around the' survivors was clear. Sandy 
07 began his planning for a pickup, estimi rils this would be possible 
within an hour. An ingress-egress route wt.s picked and trolled. Rocket 
or mortar fire was sighted along this route and once again Hammer 54 
was utilized to direct strikes of Snake and Rape in the area. The de-
livery was outstanding and "the whole area was in flames." At this time 
07 requested 4 Smoke aircraft to screen off a ridgeline that was thought 
to conceal a 23mm emplacement. Shortly thereafter King notified 07 that 
4 fast mover Smokes were on the 'Tay. 'Sandy 09 was brought down from the 
JG orbit and briefed on the plan.- Sandy 09 then trolled the route from 
the balding point and when he rec ,sed no ground fire, returned to the 
JG's and briefed taem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTB due to a center- 
line fuel tank that would not feed. He was replaced by Sandy 11 from 
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told 
to have their smoke flares ready to fire. Hammer 54 was briefed where 
to lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brought uo on 
survival channel D and the Smoke birds executed. Sandy 07 and 08 mark-
ed the IP and too far points and 07 directed 09 and 11 to bring the 
Jolly down the Chute. Alpha was directed to pop his amdke which the 
Jolly saw immediately. The JG moved into the hover while Sandye 08 and 
09 and 11 ran a daisy chain around him auppreesir- any poeeible gonfire. 
San4y.  07 held high over the pickup point directing the operations. Alpha: 
was picked up and the JG directed towards Bravo. Bravo was told to pop 
his smoke and again the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right 
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then 
exited the area with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The JG departed . 
out over friendlies and RTBId channel 77. Sandy 07 was very low on fuel 
at this time and had to divert to channel 103. All other Sandys RTBId 
channel 89. (Atoh 10) 

9. Forcee generated for the first light effort were Sandys 03 through 
12 and Smoke 41 through 44. Sandys 01/02 were scrambled from Ubon but 
did not reach the scene in time to be utilized. (Atch 11). . 

10. Some problems experienced another SAA's repeated themselves here. dandy lows muut be firm in insisting that Xing hold all assets on fre- 
quencies other than those Sandy Low is .using. Also King is going to 
have to atop the practice of communicating with Queen/Jack on VHF. 
Radio clutter from these two causes were major problems for the Sandys on the first day. When King attends the first light briefingpthere 
isn't any problem..; 	 A 

.  
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! tely 20 minutes of light remaining so the remaining time was used to : 
positively pinpoint the survivors and identify areas of enemy gunfire in 
preparation for the first light effort that was to come. sandy 06 gave i  
-Vet) bed-down Lastrections to both survivors telling them Hammer PAC's 

ld be overhead all night and they, the survivors, should stay off 
their radios unless they had something important to say. Regular 1/2 
or one hour check-ins would only place a'needless drain on the radio bat-
terie3 as well as increase the possibility of enemy capture. Sandys 	• 
06/05 remained overhead until the first night FAG, Hammer 79, arrived at 
which time they aTBId channel 09. 

5. Upon debriefing the Sandys it was decided that the prime fast mover 
ordnance for sanitizing the area. would be napalm. Snemy ground troops 
aad armor were too elope to the survivors for other types. A request 
was made to Blue Chip for "a wall-to-wall" nape for the first light 
effort. Was later informed we probably wouldn't get it as it "hadn't 
been Cragged." Also requested fast mover amok° on alert to augment 
our own, as Sandy 09 said it would take a lot. Also had to justify to 
Blue Chip our request for release from next days fag in order to 
support first light effort. We were directed to maintain the 4 Smokes. 
and generate all other available A-1's as Sandys. The weather forecast 
for first light was 4000 ,  broken 9000 1  overcast 5NK GFH. 'Patchy OF 
dissipating by 1000 local. All in all much more favorable then the 	. first day. The briefing was coordinated through Jack for 0300 local. . 
King 21 would land at NKP to attend. Four Jolly Greens were to be 
launcaed out of Be. Nang and four Sandys from NKP. The smoke aircraft 
were to remain on Ground Alert. 

6. The first light briefing was held at 0300 with the ODs team of King 21 present. The first 6 Sandys,:4 Smokes and MP alert Jollys also 
attended. King was requested to keep all forces other than Sandy low on 127.7 InIF and 38.8 FM to eliminate the congestion encountered on 
the first day. In addition 30.9 FM had been very noisy with many 
Gomers transmitting. Also requested King and Queen talk to each other on HF rather than Tip. Intelligence and weather was presented after which the leads completed their individual briefings. 

. . , 	
. , 7 .. Sandy 03/04 launched at 0438 as the initial lows and Sandy 05/06 

 were off at 0447 to escort the Da Nang JO's. Sandy 03/04 arrived on 	. 	. 
scene at aperoximately 0545, 10 minutes prior to first light. ("Itch 7) 	, . 	• e , 
They received a briefing from Hammer 40 and assumed on-scene command at J . 	•..".'::.. first light. The weather was marginal with Alpha's position completely • 
obscured. Bravo's position had no Sooner been located than it too was 	....;' •

e, 
-,, 	obscured by a low overcast. Repeated attempts were made to find a way. fl , e . n- . . under the clouds but were:futile. During this period Hammer 40 re- 	'.  , 

	

	- quested ordnance to suppress some HMG fire that had been observed. 	' ae,. -  ''', - 
Hammer 48 directed strikes against these positions, Around 0645 the" '  
weather improved enough for Sandy 03 to go dawn and locate the sur-  vivors. (600 1  overcast) Alpha was located and contacted. During • . ' several passes over his position Alpha reported artillery fire each -.... 1. . • .e . 	, i 
time. Sandy 03/04 remained in the area until approximately 0830 when

,. :, !'i'. 	'he' , they Wrial,d due fuel. Sandye 05/06 arrived from the JG orbit and 05 , ' 4 
assumed on-aoene command after being briefed by 03. (ktch 8) The 	f • 
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MIMI 1 scs (cc) 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Cobra A & B 

• 

9 Mar 71 	• 

; 

TOt DO 
• 

• 1. A successful rescue was conducted on  26  Feb  71  for two crewmembere 
of  Cobra 23. The aircraft, an F41) out of Phu Cat AB, RVN, went down 
at approximately 141514  25  Feb 71, on the 2600  radial for 43NM of Channel : 

e ae 

	

	103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during 
the resoue effort. All times. are Thailand local. 

\e• 

2. Al;  1430L, 25 Feb 1971, A SAR will declared for Cobra. 2e. (Atch 1) 
The aircraft was downed by enemy guaAre in the vicinity of D-12, two 
parachutes Lae been observed and radio contact had been made with both 
survivors. The area was extremely hostile with active firefights and 
continuous airstrikes being put in. Hammer PACs were controlling all 

activity iii the area. (Atch 2) 

• , 	3. At the time the BAH was declared Jack scrambled Sandy's 09/10 from t• 
• . Da Nang, 05/06 from NIT and directed that Sandy's 03/04 Were to remain 
• • on ground alert at NKP. 05/06 were to be escorts for Jolly Greens 

. 66/72 which were scrambled from Da Nang. Sandy's Woo launched from 
Bien Hoe. on their normal redeploy and were diverted to the SAR along 
with Hobols 32/33 who were RTD with ordnance due to deteriorating 
weather in their target area. These were the forces participating in 

• _ the first day effort. (Atch 3) , 	. 	. 

4. Sandy 09/10 arrived on sdene at approximately 1600L and after being 
. briefed by Hammer 40, 09 assumed on-scene command. (Atch 4) The 

weather in tee objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and 
intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts were made to penetrate the ' 

' weather in an effort to pinpoint the survivors. Heavy ground fire was 
observed on all attempts and about the time the general area of the sur-
vivors was determined, Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and exited the 
area to check damage. The inclement weather prevented full utilization 
of feet mover strikes however, Hammer 62 put in any he could. Sandy 10 

' had determined the damage was restricted to his externalatanks, which he . 
• jettisoned, s( he returned to the scene. At approximately 16201a  King 
' ordered all SAR forces out of the area duo to a TN alert called on 
' guard. At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTD due to low fuel so Sandy 06 was di- 

• e:ected to the scene as low wing. (Atch 5) The effort to pinpoint the 
ee  survivors continued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits 

in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external 
-- tanks. He jettisoned his load and RTBId Channel 77 at approximately 1730. 
. Later inspection revealed in excess of 10 entry holes in the aircraft • 

- - 	with one the size of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 assuMedH ,  
on-scene command and 06 wai Galled down to: join him. Hobo's 32 and 33 i-flpet.arrived after being released from theiimasaisLaaLA4,0131Q11.644,w44,.....;.„ . 	_ . 	-:14abalgnem so escort the il eloies. kAtch 61# 
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COBRA 23 - 25 Feb 71  

HAMPER 54 
Capt Peter J. Ruppert 
064-32-53231 R 

At approximately 1530 I was working a strike just south.Of Delta 38 when ' I heard a mayday call on guard saying that Cobra 23 had. been hit and 	: 
was jumping out. The call also included a DAE and Radial which was the 
26C/40 of CH 103: I at the time was on the 275/40 of 103. 

I finished the airotrike and proceeded to the 260/40 to see if I could 
be of assistance. Upon arrival I saw many airplanes ir the area so I 	. ' • climbed to 10,500 feet to stay out of the way. There were five add- 	 . itional 01,T 10 1 s all Hammer Pace, at least I presumed, them to be, 
about 20 choppers or so and I do net know how many fast movers. Hamner' 
229 was working a TIC at the time as well as the 6AR and I asked if I 
could be of help. He told me yes since he was out of rockets. I went : 
down and took over for him. I saw both survivors chutes and plotted 	 • 
their position. Hamer 04 was made on-scene commander by King and 

' continued working the TIC. Hammer 04 RT3 due to low fuel and 11-40 re-lieved him. I was relieved by 11-223. After landing, 11-04 and myself 	' 
went back out to the scene at 6115 and 11-62 along with Sandy 05 and 
06 were talking to the suriivor. 11-62 did not know the exact location' 	• so 11-04 and myself went inta the area and showed Sandy's location. We ' 	• . 
were then informed by Hillsboro to clear the area to the east since 	- a they had heavy artillery going in and could not shut it off. The 3andy's .1.' and. we then held east for ap:Yroximately 10-15 minutes.. By thp tima 	 ' 
were oleared back in, it was 1900 hours. The Sandys and us made re- 
peated passes over survivors position* but took heavy AAA which came 
from a tank that sat approximately 300 meters west of the survivors 

• on top of the hill. Both survivors were talking and informed UB of 	. • a lot of ground fire everytime a Sandy made a pass. The survivors eall- • 
ed for CHOP and TWIGGY but Sandy lead told them that it was getting 	• 
too late ana that they should hide themselves, not to worry', that 	. . 
there would be a Fao over them all night, to conserve their radios and 
use it only if absolutely necessary and that we (Sandys) would be back 
at first light to pick them up. Cobra 23A's reply was that "we would 
not be here in the morning". The Sandys RTBId and 11.-04 and myself stayed 
on station until H-79 (the first night Pao) came out and we showed him both survivors' positions and also where the tank was that was shooting  at us. 11r-79 then took over on scene and we (14 & 54) RTB 1 d. *TO Show Sandy's Position Of Survivors. 

. 	 /vrt f 74sw a''t 
YP' 6 Feb 	 - 

•;•,, 	• The first Hammer Fae to launch. was 11-40 and he arrived on station at 0600......4.  ..,' 
, 	.• 	.% 

	

....p. 	... 
He informed us that the weather was bad and that he had not made oontaot',W*. :* . 
with the survivors. At approximately 0800 $40 informed 140 that theyit.!.'1.:::: .; had. reestablished Contact with both A & B but the weather was still  bad to work the sm. At 0900 11-40 called us and told us to launch the  next Pao for the SAR. 1, 11-54, launched and arrived on station at  approximately 1000am. 11-40 RTBld and samly Q5,4 06 were on etation, :' ! :''.;.' *- 1  
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g o- l"... 	• 	' r.7. —'''. 7 . ' ,  ... ''. (7';:t reliovad 05 & 06 and 07 became on - 
scone. ovmweauvr. The weather begun to clear up quite rapidly and We 
had about a 8-10,000 1  overcast. Sandys 07 & OS pr000erled to talk to the 
survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position. I asked 
Sandy 07 if he knew where both survivors were and he said that he knew 
where Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo vas. I then pointed Bravo's 
chute out to 07 which he ha not soon before. (Oh yes, Alpha had pulled his 
chute in about a half an hotIr after he ejected on the 25'..h and it could not be 
seen anymore) When the Sandyp made the passes the survivors informed them that . • 

	

they were taking ground fire land the approximate position where it came from. . 	. 
The Sandys then began to terL1iz. the area by making repeated passes. 
Sandy 07 then showed me wheret he wanted some airstrikes put and for the next 2* hours I put airstrikes in rouxid the survivors while the Sandys were 
working in close proximity of Ithe survivors with their own ordnance. At 
approximately 1230 Sandy 09 & 10 checked in with the choppers and  at approx-
imately 1315 it was decided to go ahead with tho pickup. Sandy 07 told me 
where to lay down the smoke and I then worked Ringneck 957 flight and laid 
the smoke down. The Saniys (4 of them) then really worked the immediate area 
over and the chopper (65) was than brought in from the IP. Two other Sandye 	. 
were laying down CBU on both sides of the choppers route and Cobra 23A WAS 
picked up first. After Bravo was picked up the chopper exited the area 
by means of the same route that he entered. The whole pickup took about 
15 minutes. It was a well planned and well executed mission. 	 ,. . 	 . 	. 	 . 	
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' 	 la, 	••• 	. 	, .... i 	 I departed NKP at 0440 with Sandy 04 to proceed to the position of Cobra !, 	• . :'' • 
.. 1  

 • 	23A and 23B. When I arrived on scene Hammer 40 was working Candle 21 	i.ia4 1 

	

	 a• 	' '• just North of the survivor's position. After first light s  I asstned on  • ,, •Ja. 	.... 	. 1 	•• 	•  
scene comnand from Hamner 40. He took me into the area and gave a very 

 • -:, comprehensive briefing of the area. The weather over Alpha was right on 
 .  • 	 * the ground. Bravo was in the clear. After Bravo's position was located ...::: 4  •'.''.;.:.'••■-'' -',), - ...ak • : 	" 

tha weather then moved over him and both survivors were ;alder a•low over-  .) 	 oast. Several attempts were 'made to get under the weather, but they were : 	.• .• ' ;..:, T..,:.  • 
all futile.. A ridge line North and a ridge line East of the survivors was ,. •.',.,.-''''•..,...;•• a 	
open and Hammer 40 stated that 51 Caliber fire had been .aoming from these: 

 
, 

areas. Nape and high drags were requeated and Hammer 48 directed strikes 
 

., 
i 	

along these ridge lines. Just South of the survivors were to cemps of • a ...:,.....' • , 4 	
, 	ARVN tanks. The other AMIN unit's were west of the survivors. About 4145 	.... ... ,.: 

1. 	. - 	• 
 • 

, 	the weather  
road and reached his position. 

over Alpha started ti, lift so I went South and flew up the  

	

. At this time the weather was 600 feet above : 	1  
1 , . , . 

the road, but the hills on each side of it were obscured by clouds. Cobra 
 23A ,  reported artillery fire as I: would pass over his position. It was  3, ' • . 	

probably a mortar or a rocket that was fired at me. The general position 
 *1 a, 	, of Alpha was determined and I made '5 or 6 passei3 under the clouds over him ■ ;': -;-"';., and each time reported ground fire. ,I stayed on scene as long as possible i 

- a.a . • .i 	•',. .• waiting for Sandy 07 0  but due to , low , fuel I had to RTB. Sandy 05 who was ,-.'...,,,,..;:::4• ,..,, ..., escorting the Jolly Greens came Up and I let Hammer 40 brier, him while I 1.;ii.";: 7:- ...':',•: ,:',',:. 

	

areturned to base. Sandy 03 and 05 landed at NKP at 0910. 	, 
,., 

,,. 	• 	•  
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STONE, Lt Colonel 	
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Date - 25 Feb 71 	 .1 	. 
A 

On 25 Feb 71, I war3 scheduled for a mid-tour instrument refresher with  
Major Donaldson in my right seat and Col Walsh. Our mission was fragged  
and briefed for the Barrel Roll. About 25 minutes after takeoff, when  
we were checking in with ABCCC„ we were advised that the weather was  
unworkable in the Barrel and to return to IATKP with ordnance. As we ap  
)roached NKP ;  we were advised to divert to support the SAR in progress. 1 , , '• : 
King 26 gave us a route to a holding point (265/32/103). We had a good ii  
view of the "beach" around Delta 45 as we flew King's briefed route to 
the holding point. As we approached the SLR area, we were assigned to .. ., , 
escort Jolly Green 65 and 67 in the vicinity of Quang Tn. We escorted 
the Jolly Greens until our bingo time at 11300L. At about the same time, 

, the SAR effort was postponed for the evening.for darkness. We recovered  
at NET 1, logging 5.5 apiece. c:- i 	
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