! tely 20 minutes of light remaining so the remaining time was used to
positively pinpoint the survivors and ideatify aveas of ensmy gunfire in
prepuration for the first light offort that was to come. Sandy 06 guve
tha bed~down inatrvietions to both survivors telling them Hammer FAQ's

% 1d be overhwad all night and they, the survivors, should stay off
their radios unless they had something lmportant to say. Regulur 1/2

or ona hour cheock-ina would only place a‘needless drain on the radio bat-
teries as well as increase the poasibility of enemy capture. Sandys
06/05 remained overhead until the first night FAC, Hammer 79, arrived at
which time they RTB'd channel 69, 2 :

s Upon debriefing the Sandys it was deoided that the prime fast mover
ordnance for sanitizing the area would be napalm. Enemy ground troops
wid armor were too close to the survivors for other types. A request
was made to Blue Chip for "a wall-to-wall" nape for the first lignht
effort. Was later informed we provably wouldn't wet it as it "hada! t
been fragoed.® Also requested fast mover muoke on alert to augment ;
our own, as Sundy 09 said it would take a lot., Also had to justify to
Blue Chip our roquest for rele.ss from nexti days frag in order to
support first light effort. We were direoted to maintain the 4 Suckes
and generate all other availuble A-l's as Sandys. The weather foreocast
for first light was 4000' broken 9000 overcast 5Nf GFY, Patchy G¥
dlssipeting by 1000 local. All in all much more favorable than tha
first day. 'the briefing was coordinated through Jaeck for 0300 local.
King 21 would land at NKP to attend. Four Jolly Greens were to be
aunciied out of De Nang and four Sandys from NP, The sroke aircraft
were to remain on Ground Alert. :

6. Tho first light briefing wus held at 0%00 with the Ops team of King
21 present. The first 6 Sandys, 4 Smokes and INP aloert Jollys alsmo
attended, King was requeated to keep all forces othor than Sandy low
on 127.7 VilF aad %8.8 M to eliminate the congestion encountered on

the first day. In addition 38.9 FM had been very noisy with many
Gomers transmitting. Also requested King and Queen talk to @ach other
on HF rather <iwan V:F. Intelligence and weather was presented after
which the leads completed their individual briafings.

7. 8andy 03/04 launched at 0438 as the initial lows and Sandy 05/06
were off at 0447 to escort the Do Mang JG's. Sandy 03/04 arrived on
scene al aporoximately 0545, 10 minutes prior to first light. (Atoh 7)
They received a briefing from ilammer 40 and assumed on~scene command at
first ligat. 'The weather was marginal with Alpha's position completely
obscured, Bravoe's position had no sooner boen located than it too was
obscured by a low overcast, Repeated atteupts were made to find a way -
undexr the clouds but were.futile. During thia period Hammer 40 re-
quested ordnance to suppress some H1@ fire that had been observed,
Hammer 48 directed atrikes against these positioms, Around 0645 the
weather improved enough for Sandy 03 to go down and loeate the BUL=-
vivors, (600" overcast) Alpha waa located and contacted. During
Several pasees over his posi*ion Alphs reported artlllery fire each .
$lwe. Sandy 03/04 remained in the ares until spproximately 0830 when
they RTB'd due fuel. Sandys 05/06 arrived from the JU orbit and 05 .
assuned on-soens command after being briefed by 03« (Atch 8) The .
. i . . ¥ I i

i
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SONFIDENTTAL

weather contirued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions
05/06 dotermined whut areas gunfiro was coming from. Sandys 07/08 arriv-
el approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after briefing by 05.

05/06 then expended their ordnance in the areas of known gunfire and
RTB'd. (Atch 9)

8. Sandy 07/08 continued the process of troliing for gunfire and through
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed
sanitizing, Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54
would FAC in fast movers with napalm., All ordamance was directly on
target and the area immediately around the survivors was clear. Sandy

07 bezan his planning for a pickup, astima wng this would be posuible
within an hour, An ingresa-egress route wis plcked and trolled. Rocket
or mortar fire was sighted along this route and onca again Hummer 54

wag utilized to direot strikes of Snuke and Hape in the area. The de-
livery was outstanding and “the whole avea was in flamea." At this time
OT roquested 4 Smoko alrcraft to scroen off a ridgeline that was thought
to conceal a ?23mm emplucement. Shortly therealter King notified 07 that
4 fast mover Jmokes were on the “a¥y. Jundy 09 was brouwght down from the
JG orblt and briefed on the pian. Sandy 09 then trolled the route [rom
the holding point und when he rec .ed no ground fire, returncd to tha :
JG's and briefed tuem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTB due to a cenfer=,
line fuel tank that would not feed. He wes replaced by Sandy 11 from ’.
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told
to hive their gmolte flaras ready to fire, Hammer 54 was briocfed wiere
to lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brougat uo on
survival channel D and the Smoke birds executed. Handy 07 and 00 mark-
od the IP and too for points and O directed 09 and 11 to bring the
Jolly down the chute. Alpha was directed to pop his smdke wiieh the
Jolly saw immodiately. The JG moved into the hover while Saadys 08 and
09 and 11 ran a daisy chain around hism Suppressing any possivie guafire,
Sandy 07 held hish over the pickup point directing the oporations, Alpha-
was picked up and the JG direoted towards Bravo. Brovo was told to pop
his smoke and agoin the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then
"exlted the aroea with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The Jg departed
out over friendlies and RUB'd channel 77+ Sandy 07 was vory low on fuel
at this time and had to divert %o channel 103. All other Sandys Rin'd
channel 89, (Atch 10) - : -

i

9. Torces penerated for the first light effort wore Sandys 03 tirough
12 and Smoke 41 through 44, Sandys 01/02 were scrambled from Ubon but
did not reuch: the scene in time to be utilized. (Ateh 1t), . .

10, Some problems expaerienced on okher S5Al's repeatud themselves here,
waidy lows must ba firm in insioting that King bold all assets on fre-
Quencies other than those Sandy Low is using, Also King is going to
have to stop the practice of communicating with Queen/Jack on VHF,
Radio clutter from these two causes were major problems for the Sandys
on the firet day. When King attonds the first light briefing, there
iea't any problem. - h '




CONHBENTFHTL

In addition Sandy Low must get the survivor up on a different channel
otaer than guard as soon as possidble. 'fhe interference {rom area towars, !
fast-mover flights using it as common for joing-up, MIG warnings, ARC {
lighta, eto, severely hausper communications. i

11. On the second day of the SAR, Jueen was asked by Jack on several ]
oceasiona 1o update the Bingo times of the on-scene Sindys. Due to ;
limited osceto and resction time this is vital. Queen/Jack/King must |
raspond to this request because the fuel time for Sandys can vary from |
2=5:r hours depending on type of activity. ‘nis oversight caused Sandy

03 and OT to he dangercusly low on fuel when recovering at NP and Quang
Tri. 1In addition the practice of launching moximum sssets for g first

light effort is not realistic. The on-scene Jandys also recommend that
the lagt-mover variety of Smoke be used ae o last resort only. It was

deacribed as looking like that used by skvwritera and wholly inadequate |
tor the type of sareen needed. ;

12, ‘the name of the game from here on out is MANAGZENT of resources, |
We have pone from 70 odd 4-l's on station to an average of 24, Downed
Americtan aircrews no longer have 18t priority on airframes as is evidanos,
ed in this S/R. The remaining aireraft must be Judiciously scheduled
until such time s the 05C decides an attemptis feasible. Then, and i
-only then, should maximum foroes be commited. The Sandy Low Q3C is the |
only one that is qualified to make thils deoiaion, not TSEPER/JACK/QUEEN/ |
KING/JOKER, Premature utilization of our. linited rescurces could be :
fatal for the survivors, ’ ) '

-

. ! X .

WILLIAM' J. HAGAN, Lt Golohel, USAP' Ateh 1 SARCO Log
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# » Flylng Schedule .
' 4 Statement for Sandy 09/10
i 5 Statament fuw Sandy 05/06
. 6 Statement for Hammer 32/33
- 7 Statement for Sandy 03 04

8 Statement for Sandy 05/06

. 9 Btatement for Sandy 07/08 .
10 ‘Btatement for Sandy 09

21 Flyinog Schedule
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Blue Chip pulled 2 = H modeln](my next Sa.mly lows) for the CD
barrel roll. " 1 S .
Maint has 4 aoft but 8gt Moore oeumot get them to oanoentuta on

on acft that I have to gat up for my #2 J6 ascowt. (8andy 09 re-
placement) _ l 5T m

3

Asked Jack to reconfirm Binao fou' 07/08 as 1200L

Bingo conglrmed aa 1130, uked Jact tb hundx 01102 from UBK as |

Sandy low. '

Sandy 01/02 launched

Cobra 23 Alpha picked up by JG 65
cmxra 25 Bravo picked up by JG 65

Sand\v 09 and 11 escorted JG to CH 103 where the.y wewo relea.sed -
Survivors were recovered into CH 77. 4 .h: A : | o

Sandy 07 landed at CH 103 baoma 6: nhortage o:,rqol nn to m
1 hr latew, ,

SAR ‘Tetfhinatod' by ___q:mn
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. 0525
05350

0820
0830

: 0900

0925

0955
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.Bandylaabwts(noradio)

. SARCO LOG

26 Feb 1971
oy O« © 1 st o ool 3108 offgite {Sandy &7 o
; genceralbor, 80 L.« “-\ 07 soft Eﬂ.d eilot fuhadd b . 5,_
= frew Sm‘dJ 055 '_‘ . 1

|
't (PAC) 0BG with King 7
et AD (rr,c)
King switched plan of ohoold.mz in on 1.7,7 and ren - Lng 123.1 for
Sandy low and reversed it so v n ocould monitor th: Sandy low opera-
tion (Queen apparently only har 127.7) ' :

King established first radio lvm:mtm:l‘r- day with 23/B

King established first radio &ontact t day with 23/A

Jolly Green 65/67 at holding Lt 101&! B of aurv:lwr.
Sandy 03 03¢, (Stons) weather 18 D-s- Hina;o Time 0200
Req Pingo Wime for 03 again (m oao )

Launched 07/08 to repla.oa 05/04 a.nd bagome SB.ndy lml'

Sandy 03/04 are calling Bingo mt There will be i.nsuffioient tim
to get 07/08 thers so I suggested hon?Jo escar ta 05/06 (Robarts)

. to 03C temporarily. '; (- S

Launched 03/10 as J¢ escorts

: Smds 05 08¢, WX improving, will atteupt 0 pinpoint mrvimra.

Sandy 05 has position of smmm-s w/I 10 Meters md briefing
replacements 07/08.

Rudio contact with Stone says ht‘nil WX :Lu bad enou@: for c.ovar so
acft can go direot to scens, ' |

I

Sandy 07 (Rentz) 0S¢

- gandy 10 (Col Rouch) can't get his C/L tank to feed = new Bin

for him is 1030. Wanted to launch' 11/12 :l.mmed. to raplaoe 09/10.

A

da' 10 got his fuel feeding again but thon .ﬁ qu:lt Icain ukad

Jack to get him released sad Lesve HM‘&NM&?‘;"- 266d wofd -
. neg from x.i.ng- : T




SARCO 10G
25 Feb 1971
1430L = Jack called - SAR declared = A Navy F-4, Potato Masher 665 down
] at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were observed and radio contact |
has been established with both survivors, Generate 4 Smokes, |

ML-&nayaos/oetolmmchmmeatomtoummum
Jolly Greens, = Sandys 09/10 gcrambled from 77,

Li45L = Hobo 32/33 RIB'd from ER due WX. Divert to SAR effort per
JACK/BIUE CHIP,

JA50L - Advised Jack to check ARC LIGHT Schsduls with Dluse Chnip. Have
a cou_ple that could cause trouble,

Lp45L = 3 Huey Cobras in area. :

1508L: - -Sandys 07/08 redeploying from Bien Hoa diverting to scene.

15121« Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (03C)s Reports tanks in area and
moving towards survivors position. Weather 5000! scattered .
visibility good, Mach mach ZPU, gmall ayms plus tanks reported,
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobra 23, F-4D cut
of Phu Cat, A

1536L = King: 26 directed launch of King 27.

1545L = Sandy 09/10 4in area, Sandy 09 0SC.

16051 - Snoke 41/42 cocked. SaaqflORTB'd channel 103 with battle damege,
holding hands with I_iamar.ﬁz._ B

1610L - Sandy 10 looked over by other airoraft and is returning to scens,
Jettisoned tenks. - -

1621L - SAR forces being pulled back due TRQ alert for 270/33/103, ..
Oentrnlizefi control prevents aborting missicoms endangering friendlies,

1625L = Smoke 43/44 cocked and Grcnmd alert, ;
1635L ~ Sendy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel, (No external tanks)

17201 = Sehdy 09 hit in externsl tanks end stresming fusl, RTB'd 77,
' - Jettisoned tanks. | &

17451 = Smckes end Sandys released from ground alert, | -
1755% = First Light effort, Sarvivers being bedded down,
J.BOSIL"- Haxmer FACS vill be overhead aIJ.'I. night.
i w =g .’.‘!:'._.i"' =-_.." W




CONFIDENTAL

1822L - Sandys 05/06 ETA 89 1845 local, King 21 will be airborne control
for first light and will arrive 89 0215-30 local for briefing, '
‘Tail # 220, pilot Maj Dilorenzo, Will require 20,0004 JP-i.

1910L - .Sandy 09 down @ 77, A% least nine entry holes in aircraft, one -
~ eize of football, Sandy 10 will RTB 89 in AM. Fast mover Smokes

on alert at 77, Sandy 09 says it will take a.lot of Smoke for an '
H.t‘l'aﬂpt. o . _

1920L = 2255 local established for first light time, WX forecast 4000
broken 9000 overcast 5 NM GFH. Patchy GF dissipating by 0300L,

1950L ~ Jack = 4 JG's will be lsunched from Da Nang, |
2050L '~ Called Blue Chip with request for napalm, Maj Stingon at the Chip,

2200L = Lt Col Bryant, Blue Chip, called and wanted to know why we needed
' relief from all our normal fragzed sorties for the SAR, Tried to
explain how short of airfremes we were. Hs said OK but would pursue
in future, Also said he didn't think we'd get our request on wall -
' to wall napalm as 1t wasn't in the frag, Might get us some mixed
- loads, . { ) <

O040L = Called Jack = Hammer 04, 46, 62 will be the cn-scens FACS tamorrow,”
© Sandys 03/04 will launch at 2145 local and 05/06 at 2155 local, '
The smokes and NKP JG's will be CD,

0145L « Still can't get ordnance line-up out of Hlus Chip, King 21 P
© . estimating block time on the hour, Candlestick 21 and Hommer 79 .
were neard ca.‘_l.:l.:lng, ®Beaper Boloper come up voloe.".. .

0?151.. - Received call signs and T0T's ifor fast nover strikes, Ho ordnance 5
‘ loads given, S ' '

0300L = Briefed first wave,




SARCO 1.0G
25 Feb 1971

L:QOL = Jack called - SAR declared - A Navy F-4, Potato Masher 665 down
: at 260/43/103. Two good chutes were observed and radio contaot
has been established with both survivors, Generate 4 Smokes,

L440L = Sandys 05/06 to launch and proceed to area to escort Da Nang
Jolly Greens, Sandys 09/10 scrambled from 77,

Li4SL - Hobo 32/33 RTB'd from ER due WL. Divert to SAR effort per
JACK/BLUE CHIP.

J450L - Advised Jack tc check ARG LIGHT Schedwls witi Blue Caip. Have
a couple that could cause trouble,

L4450 = 3 Huey Cobras in area,

1508L: - -Sandys 07/08 redeploying from Bien Hoa diverting to scene,

1512L- - Hammer 04 On-Scene-Commander (0SC). Reports tanks in area and
moving towards survivors position, Weather 5000' socattered _
visibility good, Mach mach ZFU, small amms plus tanks reported.
Call sign of downed aircraft now reported as Cobre 23, F-4D cut
of Phu Ua'b. o

1536L = King 26 directed launch of King 27,

1545L = Sandy 09/10 in area, Sandy 09 0SC.

1605L = Smoke 41/42 cocked, SandflORTB'd channel 103 with battle damage,
" holding hands with Hammer .62, N

1610L - Sandy 10 looked over by other aircraft and is returning to scens,
Jettigoned tanks. £ -

16211, - 8AR forces being pulled back due TRQ alert for 270/33/103,
Oen‘hralizefl control prevents aborting missions endangering friendlies,

16251 - Suoke 43/44 cocked and Ground alert. W~
1635L - Sandy 10 RTB'd 77 due to low fuel, (No external tanks)

17301 - Seady 09 hit in external tanks and etresming fuel, RTB'd 77,
Jettigoned tanks. : b

1745 = Smokes and Sandys released fram ground alert. |
1755L = Firet light effort, Survivors being bedded dowm.
1605 = Hamer PAGS w1l be overhead all nighty




In addition Sandy Low must get the survivor up on o different channel
other than gunrd as soon as possible. 'the interference {rom area towers,
fast-mover flights using it as common for joing-up, MIG warnings, ARC
lights, etc. severely hamper communications.

1l. On the second day of the SAR, (ueen was asked by Jack on several
occasions to update the Bingo times of the on-scene Sandys. Due to

limited assets and reaction time this is vital. Queen/Jack/King must
respond to this request because the fuel time for Sandys can vary from
=5 hours depending on type of activity. Thais oversight caused Sandy
05 and 07 to be dangercusly low on fuel when recovering at NKP and Quang
Tri. In addition'the practice of launching maximum assets for a first |
light effort is not realistic. The on-scene Sandys also recommend that

the l[ast-mover variety of Smoke be used as a last resort only. It was
described as looking like that used by skywriters and wholly inadequate -
for tha type of screen needed. !

12, 'The name of the game from here on out is MANAGERMENT of resources. o
We have gone from 70 odd A-l's on station to an average of 24. Downed
Americ¢an aircrews no longer have lst priority on airframes as is evideno«
ed in this S/R. The remaining airgraft must be judiciously scheduled
until such time as the 0S¢ decides an attenptis feasible. Then, and 1
only then, should maximum forces be ocommited. The Sandy Low 03C is the
¢aly one that is qualified to make this decision, not TEEPEE/JACK/QUEEN/ |
KING/JOKER., Premature utilization of our,limited resources could be 1
fatal for the survivors. ‘

WILLIAM J. HAGAN, Lt Colohel, USAP'' . Atch 1 SARCO Log _
Leo o ' 2 Hammer Statement
5 Flying Schedule - :
4 Statement for Sandy 09/10
5 Statemsat for Sandy 05/06
6 Statement for Hammer 32 33
7 Statement for Sandy 03/04
8 Statement for Sandy 05/06
_9 Statement for Sandy 07/08 .,
10 ‘Statement for Sandy 09
11 Flying Schedule :
12 BARCO Iog




weather contirued to improve and after pinpointing the survivors positions
' 05/06 determined what areas gunfire was coming from. Sandya 07/08 arriv-
el approximately 0900 and 07 assumed command after hriefing by 05.

05/06 then expended their ordnance in the areas of known gunfire and
RTB'd. (Atch 9)

8. Sandy 07/08 continued the process of troliing for gunfire and through
coordination with the survivors was able to identify areas that needed
sanitizing. Working with Hammer 54, 07 would locate and mark, and 54 :
would FAC in fast movers with napalm. All ordnance was directly on !
target and the area immediately around the survivors was clear. Sandy

07 began his planning for a pickup, estimi «ng this would be possible
within an hour. An ingress-egress route w.as picked and trolled. Rocket
or mertar fire was sighted along this route and once again Hammer 54

was utilized to direct strikes of Snake and Hape in the area. The de-~
livery was outstanding and "the whole area was in flames." At this time
07 requested 4 Smoke aireraft to screen off a ridgeline that was thought
to conceal a 23mm cmplucement. Shortly thereaflter King notified 07 that
4 fast mover smokes were on the vay. Jandy 09 was brought down from the "
JG orbit aad briefed on the plan.- dandy 09 then trolled the route from
the holding point and when he rec ed no ground fire, returned to the i
JG's and briefed tiem. At this time Sandy 10 had to RTB due to a oenter-i
line fuel tank that would not feed. He was replaced by Sandy 11 from {
NKP. The survivors were then briefed on the plan by Sandy 07 and told !
to have their smoke flares ready to fire. Hammer 54 was bricfed where {
%o lay the smoke. Everything was ready. All forces were brought uo on
survival channel D and the Smoke bLirds executed. Jandy 07 and 08 mark- ;
ed the IP and too far péints and 07 directed 09 and 11 to bring the

Jolly down the chute. Alpha was directed to pop his smdke wihich the
Jolly saw immediately, The JG moved into the hover while Sandys 08 and
02 and 11 ran a daisy chain around him Suppressing any podsivie gunfire,
Sandy O7 held high over the pickup point directing the operations. Alpha’
was picked up and the JG directed towards Bravo. Bruavo was told to pop
his smoke and agoin the Jolly saw it immediately. The Jolly moved right
in and Bravo was picked up in minimum time. The entire force then
"exited the orea with the Sandys laying down ordnance. The JG departed
out over friendlies and RTB'd channel 77. Sandy 07 was very low on fuel
at this time and had to divert to channel 103. All other Sandys R'MD'd
channel 89, (Atch 10) : .

9. Torces penerated for the first light effort were Sandys 03 tirough
12 and 3moke 41 through 44. Sandys 01/02 were scrambled from Ubon but
did not reacl: the scene in time to be utilized. (Ateh 11), . .

10, Some problems experienced on othier SAi's repeated themselves here.
windy lows must be firm in ineisting that King hold all assets on fre-
quencies other than those Sandy Low is using. Also King is going to
have to astop the practice of comsunicating with Queen/Jack on VHF,
Radio clutter from these two causes ware major problems. for the Sandys
on the first day. When King attends the first light briefing,there
isn't any problem. - . .':-_ = \ : . . I




$ bely 20 minutes of light remaining so the romaining tluwe was used to S T
positively pinpoint the survivors and identify areas of enemy gunfire in . k
preparation for the first light offort that was to come. Sandy 06 guve ‘
=g tha bed-down instrnetions to both survivors telling them Hammer FAQ's

o %, 1d be overhoad all nignt and they, the survivors, should stay off

g their radios unless they had something important to say. Regular 1/2 :
or ona howr check-ins would only place a’needless drain on the radio bat- i
teries as well as increase the possibility of enemy capture. Sandys
06/05 remained overhead until the first night FAC, Hammer 79, arrived at
which time they RTB'd channel B9, oy '

e

2+ Upon debriefing the Sandys it was deoided that the prime fast mover .
ordnance for sanitizing the area would be napalm. Eneny ground troops s '
wid armor were too close to the survivors for other types. A request
was made to Blue Chip for "a wall-to-wall" nape for the first light S g
efforte Was later informed we probably wouldn't wet it as it "™hadn't
been fragged.® Also requested fast mover smoke on alert to augment g R
our own, as Sandy 09 said it would take a lot. Also had to Justify to - |
Blue Chip our request for releasc from nexi days frag in order to el
support first light effort. e were directed to maintain the 4 Smokes . }
and gonerate all other available A-l's as Sandys. 'The weather forecast |- ol
for firast light was 4000' broken 9000' overcast N1 GFH. Patchy GF { Mo
dissipating by 1000 local. All in all much more favorable than the &
first day. The briefing was coordinated through Jack for 0300 loecal. -
. King 21 would land at NKP to attend. Four Jolly Greens were to be
taunched out of Da Nang and four Sandys from NKP. The sroke aircraft
were to remain on Ground Alert.

6. The first light briefing was held at 0500 with the Ops team of King
2l present. The first 6 Sandys, 4 Smokes and P alert Jollys also i A
attended. King was requested to keep all forces other than Sandy low ’ N
on 127.7 ViIF and 38.8 M to eliminate the congestion encountered on s
the first day. In addition 38.9 FM had been very noisy with many :
Gomers transmitting. Also requested King and Queen talk to each other
on HF rather than Vi[F. Intelligence and weather was presented after
which the leads completed their individual briefings.

7. Sandy 03/04 launcied at 0438 as the initial lows and Sandy 05/06
'+ Wwere off at 0447 to escort the Da Nang JG's. Sandy 03/04 arrived on
scene at aprroximately 0545, 10 minutes prior to first light. (J‘Ltoh'T) e
They received a briefing from Hammer 40 and assumed on-scene command at v Y
. . first lignt. The weather was marginal with Alpha's position completely. . .1ii i F
I, F obscured. Bravo's position had no Booner been located than it too was . " E
--'-L‘="_ . obscured by a low overcast. Repeated attenpts were made to find a way . 'jj° . nh ok
& '..‘:‘\ under the clouds but were futile. During this period Hammer 40 re~ . - "
., " quested ordnance to suppress some HMG fire that had been observed, ~:i:ii .
@: "¢ 7. Hammer 48 directed strikes against these positions, Around 0645 the . 1% ..
T weather improved enough for Sandy 03 to go down and locate the sur- ’"‘
i 4n, vivors. (600" overcast) Alpha was located and contacted. During .. |
, . 8everal passes over his position Alpha reported artillery fire each ..i:4' - !
17 - tlme. Sandy 03/04 remained in the area until approximately 0830 when ;. iy o
i

they RTB'd due fuel. Sandys 05/06'arrived from the JG orbit 405, "
assumed on-soene command after being briefed by 03, (Atch B) The -
. R I i . g ) ] . ?: e .E.:-:.‘ “' L] . .,' s _,_-I_ Al : . .
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man 1 868 (cc) . s 9 Mar 71

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Cobra A & B : bl

T0r DO

-

1. A successful rescue was conducted on 26 Feb 71 for two crewmembers
of Cotwa 23, The aircraft, an F4D out of Phu Cat AB, RVN, weni down

at aprroximately 1415L 25 Feb 71, on the 260° radial for 43M{ of Channel
103. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during

the rescue effort. All times. are 'fhailand local.

2, A% 1430L, 25 Feb 1971, A SAR wit declared for Cobra. 2y, (Atch 1) "7

The aircraft was downed by enemy guwuire in the viecinity of D-12, two

Bien jloa. on thoir normal redenloy and were diverted to the SAR along

parachutes ha¢ been observed and radlo contact had been made with voth
gurvivors. The area was extremely hostile with active firefights and

continuous airstrikes being put in. Hammer FACs were contrdlling nll

vis activity in the area. (Atch 2)

5. At the time the At was declared Jack scrambled Sandy's 09/10 from
Da Nang, 05/06 from NKP and directed that Sandy's 05/04 were to remain
on ground alert at MKP., 05/06 were to be éscorts for Jolly Greens e
66/72 which were scrambled from Da Hang. Sandy's 0-7/08 launched from ;i-(,--__ »

with ilobo'e 32/33 who were RTB with ordnance due to deteriorating e

‘weather in their target area. These were the forces participating in

bhriefed by Hammer 40, 09 assumed on-scene command. (Atch 4) Toe "
weather in tue objective area was marginal with heavy rain showers and

the first day effort. (Atch 3) i !

4. Sandy 09/10 arrived on sdene at approximately 1600L and after being

T S L =

intermittent low ceilings. Several attempts vwere made to venetrate the

" weather in an 2ffort to pinpoint the survivors. Heavy ground fire was P

observed on all attempts and about the time the general area of the sur-
vivors was determined, Sandy 10 was hit by groundfire and exited the

area to check damage. The inclement weather prevented full utilization
of fast mover strikes however, Hammer 62 put in any he could. Sandy 10

had determined the damage was restricted to his external tanks, wiich he

R A

Jettisoned; sc he returned to the scene. At approximately 1620L, King
orderod all 3. forces out of the area dua to & TPQ alert called on
guard. At 1635 Sandy 10 had to RTB due to low fuel so Sandy 06 was di-

* rected to the scene as low wing. (Atch 5) The effort to pinpoint the
= survivors continued and as they were located Sandy 09 took several hits

in the underside of his aircraft and was streaming fuel from both external

T tanks. He jettisoned his load and RTB'd Channel 71 at approximately 1730

Later inspection revealed in excess of 10 éntry holes in the aircraft

with one the gize of a football in the right elevator. Sandy 06 assumed’ ‘ My
-7, 0On-scene command and 0f was called down to:join him. Hobo's 32 and 33 & . .
...,!ih:ni. exrrived after being released from thelpeemiginal.nission.and wers il

asdigned to escort the|Jollies. (Atoh 6)
Il : A et ; o
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COBRA 23 - 25 Fob 71

HAMMIR 54 ' i
Capt Poter J. Ruppert . 4
064~32~5323m

At approximately 1530 I was working a strike just south. of Delta 38 whea - .
. I heard a mayday call on guard saying that Cobra 23 had been hit and é 2 i
.'was jumping out. The call also included a IIE and Radial which was the:
26C/40 of CIl 103: I at the time was on the 275/40 of 103. |

- I finished the airstrike and proceeded to the 260/40 to see if I could
be of assistance. Upon arrival I saw many airplanes ir the area so I e
climbed to 10,500 feet to stay out of the way. There were five add- !
itional OV 10's all Hammer Facs, at least I presuned, them to be, S
about 20 choppers or 8o and I do not know how many fast movers. Hammer @' -
229 wag working a TIC at the time as well as the SAR and I avked if I e
could be of help. He told me yes since he was out of rockets. I went | .’

' down and took over for him. I saw both survivors chutes and plotted
* their position. Hammor 04 was made on-scene commander by King and I i
continued working the TIC. Hammer 04 RT3 due to low fuel and H-40 re-
lieved him. I was relieved by H-223. After landing, H~04 and myself
- went back out to the scene at 6:15 and H-62 along with Sandy 05 and ; _
06 were talking to the sweivor. H-62 did not know the exact location /iy ¢ i
80 H~04 and myself went into the area and showed Sandy's location, We ' Pl e
© were then informed by Hillsboro to olear tie area to the east since E et
they had heuvy artillery goihg in and could not shut it off. The Sandy's
anc. we then held east for aporoximately 10-15 minutes.. By the time we 1 f o
waere oleared back in, it was 1900 hours. ' The Sandys and us made re-
peated pase:s over survivors position* but took heavy AAA which came
from a tank that sat approximately 500 meters west of the survivors
on top of the hill. Both survivors were talking and informed us of

"\ & lot of ground fire everytime & Sandy made a pass. ‘'Me survivors ocall-

™. ed for CHQP and TWIGGY but Sandy lead told them that it was gotting
- Yoo late and that they should hide themselves, not to worry, taat W Cme
Shere would be a Faoc over them all night, to conserve their radios and :
use it only if absolutely nocessary and that we (Sandys) would be back
at firet light to pick them up. Oobra 23A's reply was that "we would
not be here in the morning®, fThe Sondys RTB'd and H-04 and myself stayed
on station until E-79 (the first night Fas) came out and we showed him

,I ~ both survivors! positions and also where the tank was that was shooting .

| - Sandy's Position Of Suryivors.,

.+ bad reestablished dontact with both A & B but the weather was still too' . .

at us. H-T9 then took over on scene and we (04 & 54) RTB'4. #To Show

| O s
26 Feb ' ° M : 7‘4““ M I w0
The Tirst Hamer Fuo to launch vas H-40 and he arrived on station at 060p, -
He informed us that the weather was bad and that he had not made contaog Lk
with the survivors, At approximately 0800 H-40 informed ua that they "t

Tonie

Ll
g

bad to work the SAR. At 0900 B-40 called us and told us to launch the | . '

hext Fao for the SAR. I, H-54, launched and arrived on station at r‘"""‘“\ e
vere on station, - (. nd

‘.;‘-.

aprroximately 1000am. B-40 RTB!
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AP © T Bamir s T 08 relisved 05 & 05 and 07 became one

scone= cowuauuer, The weather begun to clear up quite rapidly and we
bad about a 8-10,000' overcast. Sandys 07 & 08 proceeded to +alk to the

e survivor and made repeated passes over their approximate position, I asked
Sandy 07 if be knew where both survivors were and he said that he knew
vhere Alpha was but not quite sure where Bravo was. I then pointed Bravo's
chute out to 07 which he had not seon before, (Oh yes, Alpha had pulled his
chute in about a half an h after he ejected on the 25:h and it oould not be
seen anymore) When the Sandys made the passes the survivors informed them that
they were taking ground fire\and the approximate position where it came from,
The Sandys then began to ste ze the area by making repeated passes,
Sandy 07 then ghowed me where|he wanted some airstrikes put and for the next
2% hours I put airstrikes in dround the survivors while the Sandys were
working in close proximity of {the survivors with their own ordnance, At
upproximately 1230 Sandy 09 & 10 checked in with the choppers-and at approx-
Amately 1315 it was decided to go ahead with the pickup, Sandy 07 told me
where to lay down the smoke and I then worked Ringneck 957 flight and laid
the smoke down, The Sandys (4 of them) then really worked the irmediate area
over and the chopper (65) was then brought in from the IP. Two other
wers laying down CBU on both sides of the choppers route and Cobra 23A wag
picked up first, After Bravo was picked up the chopper exited the area
by means of the same youte that he entered, The whole pickup took about .
15 minutes. It was a well planned and vell exscuted mission, 5
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4 SAR FOR COBRA 23 P
4 - B e
STATEMENT OF SANDY-~-STONE S LR R L e
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3 . I departed NKP at 0440 with Sandy 04 to oroceed to the position of Cobra 1
o ' 23A and 23B. When I arrived on scene Hammer 40 was working Candle 21 /.
l ~ Just North of the survivor's position, After first light, I assumed on I : ‘
1 scene comnhand from Hamner 40, He took me into the area and gave a very Ay ¢
i comprehensive briefing of the area. The weather over Alpha was right on | >

the ground. Bravo was in the clear. After Bravo's poeition was located '’ - uiiv
thd weather then moved over him and both survivors were undera-low over- . S
cast. Several attempts were made to get under the weather, but they were. ‘'
all futile. A ridge line North and a ridge line East of tﬁe survivors was , LA
open and Hammer 40 stated that 51 Caliber fire had been noming from these: " .-

15 | -n:ni-‘-_a Pt

% . areas. Nape and high drags were requested and Hammer 48 directed strikes = ‘.
A - . along these ridge lines, Just South of the survivors were tuo camps of . < .

.. . ARVN tanka, The other ARVN units were west of the survivors. About 63145 it W e
*" " . the weather over Alpha started to 1ift so I went South and flew up the . b B
{ ' road and reached his position. At this time the weather was 600 feet above -
4 -..%  the road, but the hills on each slde of it were obscured by clouds. Cobra & ' -

1 it 23Areported artillery firc as I, would pass over his position. It was

B probably a mortar or a rocket that was fired at me, The general position 7/ ',
| =x . "+ of Alpha was determined and I made ‘5 or 6 passes under the clouds over him'’::

i . 7 and each time reported ground fire, I stayed on scene as long as possible
' 17. walting for Sandy 07, but due toilow.fuel I had to 'RTB. Shkndy 05 who was . i

.. v88corting the Jolly Greens came up and I let Hemmer 40 brief

| l..'returned to base. Sandy 03 and 05 landed ‘at' NKP at 0910, .

N i e i L j 4!‘ £
N .4 ~HERBERT H, STONE, Lt Colomel, USAF : | .. i
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" ¥ing 26 gave us a route to a holding point (265/32/103). We had a good l

" b %

! SAR FOR COBRA 23
Callsigns - Hobo 32, Hobo 33 C§ | .
Crewnembers - Capt Lorenzen/Maj Donaldson, Col Walsh 41 )
Date = 25 Feb 71 : : .

On 25 Feb 71, I was scheduled for a mid-tour instrument refresher with (i
Major NDonaldson in my right seat and Col Walsh., Our mission was fragged v °
and briefed for the Barrel Roll., About 25 minutes after takeoff, when \,
we were checking in with ABCCC, we were advised that the weather was - “
unvorkable in the Barrel and to return to NKP with ordnance. As we ep=- !
roached NKP; we were advised to divert to support the SAR in progress, '

view of the "beach” around Delta 45 as we flew King's briefed route to |
the holding point. As we approached the S/R area, we ware assigned to |
escort Jolly Green 65 and 67 in the vieinity of Quang Tri. We escorted

the Jolly Greens until our bingo time at 1800L. .At about the seme time, L

. the SAR effort was postponed for the evening for 'darkness. We recovered i’ L E
‘at NKP, logging 5.5 apiece. LNy RO S

| EDWARD V. LORENZEN JR, Capt USAF .

HOBO 32
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