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DATE:; 25 Feb TL 1 Mar 7L
MISSION NUMBER: A-3-008-25 Feb 71
ATRCRAFT DESIGWATION: King 24 Classified by
. SUBJECT TO GENZTAL DECLASSIFICATTON
DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: Gunfighter L4 SCHEDULE CF XU PIVE ORDIR 11652

AUTOMATICALLY DOWRGRADED AT TWO

LOCATION: 34 NM from CH 103(130/34/CH logqu INTERTALS
DECLASSIFIED on_ 2/ P _7 7

SAVES: 1 Combat

(C) At 0236Z King 24 overheard a broken radio transmission from
Danang Tower talking to Gunfighter 44 about a Mayday. King 24 con-
tacted Danang Tower and learned that Gunfighter 44 had called May-
day 34 MM out of CH 103 with the front seater incapacitated and
battle damage on the aircraft. The backseater was flying the aircraft
and proceeding to CH 77. King 24 attempted to contact Gunfighter 44
with negative results while also establishing communications with
Panama for radar positions on the distressed aircraft. No escort
aircraft were available., GCunfighters position was 130°/34/CH103
heading south. Queen launched JG 66 and 72 and Sandies 9 and 10 at
0238Z and relayed that Gunfighter's controlling agency had directed
him to proceed to CH 87(Phu Cat) for attempted landing or bailout
due to better weather there,

King 24 attempted contact several times with Gunfighter 44 on Guard
and on his company frequency with negative results. King 24 con=-
tacted Phu Cat approach control and requested launch of Fedro and
emergency equipment be standing by. Gunfighter 44 came up on Phu
Cat approach control's fregquency and Ling 24 established communica-
tions with the aircraft at 02522; Phu Cat had positive radar contact
and began issuing vectors. Gunfighter L4 confirmed that the front
seater was totally incapacitated and that he was proceeding to CH
87 for bailout over the field.

At 0302Z a Cuard transmission relayed that two good chutes were
sighted, 3nd Phu Cat relayed loss of radar contact with Gunfighter
L at 065 /12.5/CH 87. King 24 went out on Guard for any aircraft
near that position to contact King. Lucky 15 and Bulldog 21, two
Army med-evac choppers, came up on radio about 5 NM north of the
bailout position proceeding in that direction. At 0308Z King 24
assumed on-scene-commander and talked to Cunfighter L4 Bravo who re-—
ported that he and the Alpha man were both on the beach and that he
was all right. Bravo said that he was walking to Alpha to check

’ O GROUP-4
| i i DOWHgI"\ u,u : niervs

DECLASSIFIED


DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


I

s 1 R
HE_JLEL iJ} LititAal

\ i

DECLASSIFIED

him over,

At 0311Z Bulldog 21 and Lucky 15 spotted Gunfighter 44 Alpha and
Bravo and dropped in to make the pickup. Bravo was on Bulldog 21
and Alpha was on Lucky 15. Lucky 15 reported that the Alpha man was
dead, Both choppers proceeded to Phu Cat to the hospital and landed

at 0330Z.
King 24 Crewmembers SAR Forces
AC/AMC Capt Nader King 24
CP Capt Petit Je 66, 72
N Capt Thomas Sandies 9., 10
RO TSgt Martz
FE MSgt Yogodzinski Additional Forces
M S5Sgt Richardson

Lucky 15

Bulldog 21

MM/

H. MADER, Jr, Ca
ircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Commander
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{. RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING REPORT 25 FEB Ti.
2, MISSION NUMBER: A-3-008-25 FFB 71
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED AIRCREW MEMBERS .
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR ORJECTIVE:

(1) F=4C/66-8691/CAMOFLAGED/GUNFIGHTER uu.

{2) TACTICAL _

(3)  PILOT: RICHARD K. SOMERS» MAJOR» 3907Fs. DANANG AB RVN

{4} POB = 2

(5) WEATHER: 4,500 SCATTERED, GOOD VISIBILITYe

{6) SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT: USAF STANDARD

{7) LAST KNOWN POSITION' 1403N 10914E.
B. ACTIONS TAKEN: = -
- g CONTROLLING AGENCY. OL-Av 3ARRGP» NDTIFIED AT 0235

PAGE 3 RUMUJNawg\Cw&N 5..140 E.NI

25 FEB 71 BY PANAMA RADAR THAT GUNFIGHTF S HWITs THE PILOT
WAS INCAPACITATED AND THE BACKSEATER WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT.

) HECMSS!FIED .
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(B) 3TARRS AT 023% 25 FIB 7i.

{A) 3%ARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71.
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(C) 5650w AT 0236 25 FEB 71. J
(D) DET 13» 38ARRS, AT 0250 25 FEB 71. |
{(3) FOLLWOING SAR FORCES WERE LAUNCHED OR DIVERTED:
(A) 39ARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71 = K=26¢ C=130P
(B) 37ARRS AT 0245 25 FEB 71 = JG 66/72+ HH=53
{C) -56S0u AT 0249 25 FEB 71 = SANDY 9/10v Al=H
o R 303 360 DET 13! 33 ARRS.AT 0305 25 FEB 71 - PEDRO 33/34,
HH=43 .
© C. PERSONNEL INFO: S S
(1) 2 PERSONQ INVOLV - 2 PERSONS LDC&TED! 2 RECOVEREB
1 SAVEDs 1 DECEASE
(2) SAR OBdhCeIUE LOCATEG BY BULLDOG 21 AND LUCKY 15 AT
0314 25 FEB 71 COORNINATES 1403N 10814E.

(3) . RECOVERY BY ARMY HELICOPTERs LANDED BY DOWNED AIRCREW
FOR PICK-UP.

PAGE_G. RUHUJNADLIS.ChO FIDENTIA
. (4) .BOTH CREW. usuaeas weaé“?ﬁkﬁﬁ‘?o ?ﬂt“ﬁnSPITuL AT
PHU CAT AB RVNe = 700 -
De FLYING ACTIVITY: _
(1)  39ARRS = 1 SORTIE FOR 0.8HOURS. -

(2) 37ARRS = 7 SORTIES FOR 1.0 HOURS.

{3) 5650W - 2 SORTIES FOR 1.0 HOURS.

(4) DET 13, 38ARRS = 2 SORTIES FOR 0.5 HOURS.
__ E. RCC MAKING SAVES CAPT A. NADERs 30ARRS. 1 PERSON SAVED
JOHN 'S. TALLEY» 390TFSs DANANG ARs RVN. 39ARRS CREDITED WITH
1. COMBAT, AIRCREW MFMBER SAVE. 129TH HELICOPTER ASSAULT SOUADRON.
CREDITEDQITH 1 COMBAT AIRCREW MEMBER. SAVE.

(1) AT 0235 25 FEB 71s OL-A RECEIVED ‘A CALL FROM PANAMA
RADAR THAT GUNFIGHTER 44 (F=4C) WAS HIT BY ENEMY FIRE AND THAT THE
BRAVO MAN (BACKSEATFR) WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. THE ALPHA MAN -
(FRONTSEATER) WAS INCAPACITATED AND UNARLE TO FLY:THE AIRCRAFT.:
THE 366TH COMMAND POST DIRECTED GUNFIGHTER 44 TO CONTINUE TO -
PHU CAT AB BECAUSE. OF BETTER WEATHER. THE DESISION WAS MADE BY
366TH. TFW. CP.TO. HAVE_ THE. CREW. BAILOUT OVER. THE coasr:uoaTH.EAsr

; : &s“‘mn T2 (HH=53) S'

iy *ﬁ%-

AND K=24 (c-xsap) WFRE Nﬁ?YFrE . Rhéﬁ“s“tﬂnz‘urssron comuANnER (iﬂca AT
THAT TIME. THE JG'S AND SANDY® PROCEEDED TOWARD PHU CAT. THE

JRCC AT TAN SON NHUT ALERTED DET 13 PEDRO'S 33 AND 34 (HH=43) AT
PHU CAT FOR A POSSIALE PICK=UP. AT 0305Z OL-A RECEIVED WORD THAr
THE CREW HAD BAILED OUT. 2 GOOD CHUTES WERE ORSERVED AND REPORTED
AT 03092. THE CREW LANDED ON THE BEACH 11 MILES NORTHEAST OF __
PHU CAT (1403N 10914F). BULLDOG 21 AND LUCKY 15 (BOTH UH=1H MED
EVACS) WERE FLYING IN THE AREAs SAW THE CHUTES AND LANDED NEXT TO -
THE CRFW MEMBERS. B1LLOOG 21 PICKED-UP THE BRAVO MAK AND REPORTED
HIM IN GOOD CONDITION. LUCKY ‘158 PICKED=UP THE ALPHA MAN AND -

@ SORTED HIC DOA. BOTH WERE ‘TAKEN TO PHU CAT HOSPITALe ALL SAR

IFMEDBATE

DECLASSIFIED


DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


.RECLASSIFIED.

x:*t*x ##t#*#

{MMEDIATE

b o i f ********* (o Mg M
F{" dosis *ﬁ it
FORCES WERE THEN RTR. THERE WERF NO. REFUELINGS. THE EQARRS AND
THE 129TH HELICOPTER ASS&ULT COMPANY ARE CREDITEn HITH 1.CQMBAT
AIRCREW MEMBER SAVE.

(2) TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY.-SEE ITEM 3D.
GP=4
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CITATION TO ACCOMPARY TEE A4WaRD OF

THE DISTIRGUISHED FLYING CROSS
(SECOND OAX LEZAF CLUSTER)

TO

JOSEPH S, STARALAND

Staff Sergesnt Jossph 5. Stanaland distinguisbed bimself by extraordinary
achisvement while participating in serial flight as a HH-53 lisscus Eeliecop-
tar Pararesoue and Recovery Technielan, ,Oth ferospece Hascue and Hecovery
Squadron at Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Alr Fores Base, Thailand on 25 Pebru-
ary 1971. On that date, Sergeant Stanzland flew an exitremely hasardous
mission deep into hostile territory in an attempt to rescus an American pi-
lot downed by hostile fire. In spite of adverse weather conditions and the
constant threat of hostile fire, Sergeant Stanaland aecomplished this high-
ly intricate and hasardous misgion in support of free world forces som-
batting aggreasion. The professional compsience, ssrial skill, and devotion
to duty displayed by Sergeant Stanaland reflect great eredit upon himself
and the United States Air Fores.



The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in 2 uight
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third
pass on a target near Ban Tampanko when his aircraft was
struck by ground fire. In this instance both the crew ejected suc-
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter.
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25 February 1971

F-4D  06-8691 366 TFW, USAF, Da Nang

Maj Richard Keith Somers (KIA)

Capt ] S Talley (survived)
Again, two Phantoms were shot down during two unrelated Sl
Tiger missions in southern Laos. Maj Somers was bombing
vhemy troops in contact with friendly forces near Ban Tam-
panko, 17 miles southwest of Khe Sanh. The aircraft was hit in
the: cockpit at 1,000 feet on its fourth pass. Maj Somers may have
heen wounded or his ejection seat damaged, as he did not follow
Capt Talley out of the aircraft. The WSO was subsequently res-
cued by 2 USAF helicopter.

F-4D  65-0637 12 TFW, USAF, Phu Cat
Capt Hedditch (suevived)
1Lt T McLaugblin (survived)
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