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103.

HOTEL ‘(1 SEARCH AND RECOVERY

(C) On 17 February 197! at approximately 1S10L an Air
America H=-3lL helicopter crashed in Northern Laos as a result of
enemy ground fire damage. All personnel were safely rescwed
although one individual was wounded during the effort., The air-
cratt made an emergency crash landing at 35B/.1l5 trom Tacan
Channel 108 and set down intact on the crest of a hill in thickly
forested rolling terrain, Intelligence reports indicated the
area was defended by many Chinese Communists and Pathet Lao with
weapons ranging from small arms all the way up to 57 and 100
millimeter anti-aircraft equipment. In addition there were reports
of Fan-Song and Fire-Can radars, SAM's (Surtace to Air Missiles)
and frequently observed Mig aircrat‘t..l4

(C) All available resources were directed to the scene
although many of the aircratt were not able to fly the great
distance (approximately 240 miles) in time to assist the SAR
effort. The first aircrart trom Nakhon Phanom RTAFB to reach
the objective area were Sandy 03/U4 who had been diverted from an
orbit near Tacan Channel 108, They arrived at approximately 1640L
and were greeted by three Air America helicopters, a Pilatus Porter,
a Besch G1l8 and Raven 12 1lying an O-1 aircraft. At this time

146
Sandy O3 replaced Raven 12 as On-Scene Commander.

145+ SARCO Report tor Hotel 71, 23 Feb (1, Document #6.,
146, 1Ibid.
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propaganda meetings where they claimed to soon start operations to
expell all Americans and all Thai traitors.ll2

(C) Mr. Tee, probably the best known local insurgent leader,
made several appearances boasting of gains and offering advice to
the terrorists. One source reported that he accompanied Mr. Tee
to a jungle area known as Don Ma-l to meet with a company of
Commmnist forces which crossed over from Laos and included some
Laotian trained Thais. On another occasion Mr. Tee met in a jungle
area with a large group of Laos and Thai troops who were to be
deployed to many villages. Reports soon followed that villagers
saw armed insurgents in various dress and uniforms., Some of them
displayed "Tor Por Tor" (The liberation Armed Forces of Thailand)
on their clothing and others wore Mao Tse Tung medals. Many spoke
with a Laos dialect. The insurgent introduced one source to an
expert in guerrilla warfare and two nurses and said they came from
North Vietnam to train local soldiers. Mr. Tee reportedly advised
the insurgents to avoid clashes with police and military authorities,
it would be necessary to preserve and save strength for the present}

(C) Probably the most sirmificant development was the reports
of financial aid. One source said that North Vietnam sent 11
million baht ($550,000 US) to Vietnamese in Thailand tor support

of activities in Nakhon Phanom, Sakon Nakhon, Ubon and Udorn

112. Ibid.
113. 7Ibid,
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(C) The helicopter was observed on several low passes. The

104

door was open and the aircrat't appeared to be empty. Raven 12
made several more low passes to search for survivors. On one pass
he observed a crewmember come out from a group of bushes and wave
his hands. This man was immediately shot and, although severely
wounded, was able to crawl back to cover. On succeeding passes
two more suvivors were spotted and Sandy 03 decided to attempt a
pick up with the resources already avaiiable.147

(C) Hotel 63, an Air America H-34 helicopter which had been
escorting the downed aircratt, was directed in for the pick up,
He was able to rescue the wounded man and one other survivor. He
immediately departed tor Luang Prabang to obtain medical assistance
for the seriously injured survivor. Next the fourth swrvivor
showed himself and Sandy 03 requested one of the Air America Huey
Slick helicopters to pick up the remaining men., He agreed and at
1737L all four personnel had been rescu,ed.148

(C) This Search and Recovery was severly handicapped because
the downed crewmembers had no survival radios or any means of
electronic communications. Fortunately the recovery forces were
unopposed and the incident occurred in an area where the survivors
could be spotted and observed visually, In addition the SAR
Torces had been briefed that only three persons were on board the

downed helicopter. The tourth person could have been neglected

if the aircratt had crashed in a hostile environment or in an

147. Ibid.
148. Ibid.
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area concealed by jungle canopy.

(C) At 19LOL the SAR was terminated. Jolly Green 6l was
diverted to Luang Prabang to Med-Evac the wounded survivor.
Sandy 03/0L and Raven 12 remained to expend their ordnance on
the source of ground tire which originally damaged the helicopter

and all other forces returned to their home stations.

149 L] I bid a
150, Ibid.
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sl let 508 (CC) 2% I'eb T1
BUBJECTE:r  GARGCO Repord for llobtel T1
"0 DO

l. A succescful rescue was conducted on 17 Feb 71 for Hotel 7l. The
alreraft, an Mr America i34 Uelicopter, went down at approximately
1510 loeal, 17 Feb 71, 1151 Wortih of Lima Site 98. This report covers
those nctlivities relating to the Saudys during the rescue effort.

Qe Bandys 0p, O4y 05 and 06 had launched on their scheduled times for
the " and "J" orbits. 03 and 04 were %514 91 of 18 98 when notified
by Xing of tive downed aireraft. iotel 71 had been downed by enemy gun-
fire.

A Other forecoun Scrﬂiblﬂa/diVQTt@ﬂ were Jandys 05 and 06 from "J" orbit
ounidys 09 and 10 returalas from Da Jang; (lobos 20 and 21, Prairie Five
astaots seranbled in support of SAR; luil 14 diverted in-flight; and
Jolly Greenn 54 and 61, scrambled from (P, axd 62 and 65 scrambled
from Ubon, [lauwnch and enroule times shown in attauchment 1. In addi-
tion tneve were 3 Adr america helicopters, a porter, a Beech G168 and

a Raven 12 on~scenc.

4« Hotel 71 had set down intact on the crest of a hill in thickly
forested rolling terain. The weather was clear with visibility

6+ A puved higway was clearly visible a short distance to the north-
wesb. Defenses in thuud wrea were briefed os many CHIEAI and Pathet
Laoy ‘Suall wrms, avtonatic weaponsg, 12.7mm, 14.5mn, 2%mm, 57ma, 100mm,
Fan~3 o1z and Pireo-Can tadars, SAH's and MIG threat. In addition there
were tninese unglncer vattalions worlking on the road.

2. Sandys 05 and 04 arrived on-scene ut zprwoximately 1640 local.
After receiving a briefing from Ravea 12 seady 0% assumed on-scene
comaand. The laven and the Sundys made several low passes examining
the helicopter and looking for survivors. On one of the passes one
survivor sihoved himgelf but was proapily wounded. Two other SUCVivors
were tuen gigated. 'Phe uandys then laid down CBU=25, 20mm and 7.62mn
~dn prepavation for @ piclip atteupt. dotel 63 was dirvected in and picked
up 2 of the swrvivors including the wounaded mant. 'Miis aireraft then
departed imaediately for Luang Prabang for medical assistince. One of
the romaining helicopters, 96V, then proceeded in and picked up the
remaloing 2 swrvivors. Il was later reporied that the helicopiers
Teceived "avogive protid=Lire! during bie efforts. (uee Atch 2)

As O6W denaried tae area tie dandys expended the remainder of tieir
ordaance in sie area. At 1742 all forees were directed to 3 with one
exception. Jolly Green 61 was direcied %o LS 54 for possible lledevac
of tae wounded survivor. (See .Atch 3) At 1940 local the SAR was
terminated by Jueck. :

bo NOT BES
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O It was confirned twice thiat basre were only 3 pversons on voard fhe
downed aivernft,. lod not the foueth ane boon obzerved we could lave
quite posudibly Loi't sowouns oub fuere. 'Mhe losation ond distance of
tue cvasn sibe proved bo be a wajor proulen avea in that, the majority
ol the it forees never arrived. '‘fuie lack of rudio commineiations
with the guwrvivors could bhove boen disastrous.. Recomnend the im-
portance of bhe wse of emerguncy uurvivel vudios be restresused to all
aircrewd opoerating in hoater.

g Ao “ié;//’
A‘ L{'}.%Qﬁ% /."“/;‘z“a.’
WILLIAM J. HAGAN
Lt Colonel 154
SARCO

(:“I'...————

3 Atch
l. Flying Schedule
2. BIRCO Log
3. Statement for
Sandy 03/04
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FLYIRG SCHEDULE

Pilok Call Sign 7/0 ATE Remarks
Copt Keeter Sandy 03 1440 Lol On Scene Commander
Maj De Felize 0 1440 5.0
Maj Bishop 05 1435 ok
Colonel Walsh 06 1435 4e3
Lt Colonel Dunwoody c9 1600 3.0 From Da Nang
1LT Noussel 10 1600 3,0 From Da Nang
1LT Paine ~  Hobo 20 1633 a/n
Capt Stewars 21 1633 2.7
Atch 1
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SARCO LOG - 17 Feb 1971

1545L = Lt Colonel Wolls from Jack called %o soy: (1) Sandys 03 & 04,

and 05 & 06 had been dirccted to the crash site, (2) Jolly Greens 54 &
61 were directed to seramble from UKP. (3) NK2 was to generate 4 Suoke
aireraft. (4) Tho downed aiveraft was an Alr America H34, callsign H-71,
Location 340/94/108, Coordinates TI2982,

1552L =~ Sarco advicoed Jack that wo only had one in-commigsion A-l for Smoke
vequest, (Acft 215), Also advised Jack of 2 Prairie Fire assets, Hobos

20/21 that they might tiy %o get roleased to SAR. Alszo requested MIGCAP
and IRCNUAND @ at taat Lime,

1556L = Intolligence advises not to go too far Nortuwest of reported
lacation due to heavy ASA wilh Firecan/TFangong radars, Passed to Jack.

1600L -~ Jolly Greens 54/61 airborne,

1606L - Fowler Flight, 2F4E's enroute. On scene Forces have no contact with
survivora but downed helicopter visually checked intact and O.K,

1615L = Prairie Fire, Hobos 20/21, released and scrambled to SAR. Site
location 342° for 42 minutes from 108,

1617L - Jack advised 360/60/108 will be holding point for Jollies, Nail 19
avrived on scene. New location of site now 350/115/108

1620L =~ Ubon Jolly Greens scrambled by King' Jolly Greens 62/65.
16251 = King 25 scrambled.

1635L = Two T-28's with Strilke ordnance enroute. New position = 016° for
10 clies from site at TJ 4716,

16391 = Sandys 03/0/ on-gscene. Hotel 73 over site and has visual on 3
survivors,

1645L = Sandys 09/10 estimating on scene 1815L with Bingo of 1930L, Jolly
arecn 65 estimating Pakse 1800L with Bingo of 1930L, Raven 12 On=Scene=
Commander., Sandys 03/04 Bingo 2000L, :

1715L = Sandy 03 On-3cene-Commander. Sandys striking around area of
SUrVIiVOrs.

1720L - One survivor spotted. Has boen shot. May be 0.K. Second survivor
spotted,

1725L = Aircraft H=63 will attenpt Phase "B" on 2 survivors,

1731L = One badly wounded survivor picked up, Another picked up., Hotel 63
going to LS54 due to low fuel.
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SARCO LOG - 17 Faeb 1971 (CONT'D)

1732L = Third survivor sighted and Phase B boing attempted. One Jolly Green
going to LS54 for posaible Medlvac,

1737L - Picked up {wo survivors, one indigencus., Aircraft 96W made pickup.
1742L = Jack dirocts = (1) All Sandies RIB chammel 89, (2) A1l Jollys RTB
channel 70 except 61 going to L3354 for MedIvac., (3) Several helicopters

reported receiving “massive ground fire".

1940L = SAR terminated.

Atch 2
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SAR Fa& HOTEL 71
Hotel TL (:m H%4 clm:lape:r) vant down q;':n bhe 35{3 rodial for 11510 off
GHLO0 at approximately 1510 loeal, 17 Jieb 7l. We (Sandy 03 i 04/Kector
and bo Felice) were vnvoute to 7 Crbdt':nd werc|aaprox*mwtelv 1209/%5/108
when| the clicoper wenlb downe A8 soon aT King 22 ‘established the chopper's
localion, we procecded north and a:rwvcd on-scene at 1640 1|cal. There
was at least 20 minubes loat after tﬂe Mayday call (1ncmd ontally, fhig
call |wna }.msiu by Hotwl)f] 635, the w;n(rnln)‘ before King cautubli:,hecl any fix .
on their ‘position. Tnlq expliing o lelay in arviving on-sceno. King
22 wis very busy turﬁurhout the drive B to the area in aaaonbl;nu
nuwcrruslfaqt movnwsitn act as str lp Blrd s, coordinating with Brigham
for'uanke} support, atc. We recoxveh qo briefings from Klnp 22 at any
time|as to what tvpe[of siveralt w*ri bn-goene, who was in comraand, o
what | trpe 0F|1eaiﬂtance the S8AR wa fm bingz. WG got the inﬂornatlon
we n?edrd, but had «» plck it 'out nAH L by plece. i
| |

ArrlLPd on-ucene around 1640 local uﬁd obeorvcd numerous aircraft
cu‘clln" the crash oite, waich was oa tae crest of a Horth/South ridge=-
llnn about 1 mile South of a river. I observed Raven 12 (0-1), Hotel

(Hid), 2 iluey 8licks (Air America), 4 Pilatus Porter, and a Deach
G}B (Alr Amerloa) Raven 12 wag on~i cnha commander. Lveryane Was
talking at once'on Alr AﬂPfl?ﬂ COmmoA, 119.1. After someti e I was
able|to ges everyone up l¢ »1 80 tnmf King could listen to 3 E events

i

-...

and T then assuimed on-scene command.| We were also using 25I for

a conmon UHF and all the fast movera“wo ¢ available on it. [The sur=

v voﬁa had no radios. | |;# . } '
1 | A . -

Raven 12 chowed me the crash smte., ie’ (Raven 12, and Sandies 3 & 4)

mude'num erous low passes over the erdshi and determined the choppers)

dooﬁlto be open and the cliopper empti.  On one of tihe low ! padygea Raven
12 0?00”VC& one survivor (wearing F .ﬁo? shirt) come | fout of p small. J
bush land start vaving his nanﬁq. Enu tﬁndies then héld high to protect

Raven 12 wio went low in an attempt - o ind the other threes| It was
on tﬂlq pa3s that Raven 12 ealled 'Hw ?Lq been hit"; l”Thoy hawve shot ‘
hlh"4 rcforraub to the first »HIVLJOh liat showed nllaﬂlf to, us., The |
next | puss intlcated the man 49 be honnhpd but still able to crawl for |
covnr. About this time, two of tue refiining survivors showpd them-= |
selvds and we imuediately decided to s¢nd dotel 63 (the other H34) in
\foxr ﬁickup. liie picked up two of tuu;,| ne of whom was the wounded L
|

Burvivor, After Hotel 63 Wacated the area for Luang Parabang and
medlcal iittention, the fourth ﬂurvévor phowed himself to Raven12 and

wa 1mmedLately aslkked one of the Adr Hmﬁ‘lcd Huey Slicks (Culi sign was |
Tanro Foxtrot, I beliove) to make an abitempt at pickup. He hgreed and '
picked up both remaining survivors. . | ’
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SAR FOR HOTEL 71 (CONT'D)

No ground [ire was obgorved during 'um'r of the piciups, 'Irior to the pickups
we put down ligh{ ordnance arcund the|crash site as & deterrent, We used
CBU-25 in tho valleys on olthor fAide of the North/South Ridgeline end 20mm
~and 7,62 Minlgun to tho North and South of the crash. After everyono left
the aroa, wo put down tho reat of the |ordnance on board in arsas whoro the
FACG, Ravon 12, thought tho ground fire had come that downed the chopper,

The Sandiep then RIB'd at 1745 local, ! .

. RUR S

\\ M; Ae—
e &
SANDY G3

p:“t, USAP
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