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Jan — Mar 71
K-WG-56-HI

DIDLEY 02 ALPHA AN.' BRAVU SEARCH AND RECOVERY

(C) On 16 February L9Y1 at 0950L a call was received by
TeePee that an F-4 aircratt had sustained battle damage trom
small arms and was enroute to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB for an
emergency landing. Sandy 03,04, 05, and U6 were immediately
alerted for take off. At 0955L the two F-4 crewmembers ejected
from their aircraft and landed in a trail network in midst of
karst hills and caves. Their position was 083/L2 from Tacan
Channel 89, an area near the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos. By
1135L Dudley 02 Alpha and Bravo were safely rescued.141

(C) Sandy 05/06 launchel tirst and proceeded direct to the
objective scene. Sandy 03/0L followed and escorted Jolly Green
63/61 to a forward holding point at L00/30 from Tacan Channel 49,
When Sandy 03 arrived at the cbjective area several Nail FAC's
and F-l aircraft were already present and had Loéated the approx-
imate position of the survivers. Both crewmembers reported their
condition was good and that there was no evidence of enemy activity
in the area. Sandy 05 observed the many trails leading to caves
in the karst and decided to make a few trolling passes. In an
effort to provoke ground fire he made hot passes with 20 millimeter
gunfire directed to cave entrances. However no ground fire was

142
observed and the area was considered to be permissive.

141+ SARCO Report tor Dudley U2 A/B, 19 Feb (L, Document #l.
142: 1Ibid .
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(C) The IP (Initial Point) and objective area were identified
and a routine pick up was planned. Dudley U2 Alpha was picked up
sately at 1122L and up to this point all operations were "quite
normal" as planned. However when the Jolly Green helicopter
departed Alpha's position on the planned heading of 110 degrees
he was unable to locate Bravo's position. Rravo was directed to
expend his signal tlare and all forces were surprised to find his
location was 500 meters from Alpha on a heading of 240 degrees,
Tnere was an unusually long 13 minute period between picking up
the two crewmembers and during that time Jolly Green 63 took an
wndetermined amount of small arms ground fire.145

(C) The confusion over Bravo's exact pogition was the result
of a series of unusual circumstances. His general position had
been located electronically. Sandy 05 believed he knew the exact
location of Bravo under the Jungle canopy. He told Bravo to sound
off when his A-]l was exactly overhead and then proceeded to the
suspected area. Just when Sandy 05 passed over what he thought
was the survivor's position Sandy 06 tlew over Bravo's actual
location and the survivor sounded off. Unfortunately the two
positions were several hundred meters apart and caused serious
delay in Bravo's pick up. However the efrort ended happily and
all forces returned to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB without further

144

incident.

143! Ibido
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woICLIAIM VWar Aagrcralt Losses

1350 13 Nov 1970 |RF-4C  |NVN |WrightD. L. Maj [KIA— | Bancroft W. W_Jr [ILt  |KIA
1351 [[20 Nov 1970 [F-105G LAOS [Kilgus D. W. AﬁMaj [Rescued SAF HH53 |[Lowry C. T. iCapt [Rescued
1352 §23 Nov 1970 [JOV-10A ICMB |Brooks D. L. Maj [Rescued |lu Helo |Bellefeuille G. B. [ISSgt Rescued
1353 1 Dec 1970  [F-4E ILAOS |[Robinson J. R. [Capt [[Rescued [Boulet D. A. 1l [lILt [Rescued
1354 |12 Dec 1970 [jO0-2A ILAOS [[Duckett T. A. 1Lt MIA Skinner 0. G.  [Maj  [MIA
1355 |12 Dec 1970 [B-57 ILAOS Jju Ju [Rescued i [Rescued
1356 |12 Dec 1970 [F-100D  ICMB |u ju  |Rescued

1357 119 Dec 1970 |[F-4D {LAOS fRotzD. H. ICapt [IRescued Louis W. K. 1Lt Rescued
1358 |21 Dec 1970 |RF-4C LAOS [Nullis M. M. 1Lt [Rescued SAF Helo  |Rush A.F. Maj Rescued
1359 |24 Dec 1970 |[A-1E [LAOS JLundy A_L. Maj |KIA |

1360 [[28 Dec 1970 |OV-10A  |[LAOS [SmithJ. L. [Capt JKIA Ju Sgt  |KIA
1361 |[2Jan 1971  |[F-4E [LAOS |Wier H. D. Capt JRescued |USAF Helo |BrownR. K. ILt  |Rescued
1362 |13 Jan 1971  |[IF-4E ILAOS [JAyres J. H. Maj l[KIA | [Stratton C. W.  [ICapt  [MIA
1363 |17 Jan 1971 JF-4E [Sea  [Mirrer R. H. Maj  JKIA | Siderius J. D. Maj [Rescued
1364 |20 Jan 1971 [[F-4E ISVN  |[Warner D. A. [Capt |Rescued USAF [Kiefer H. E. Maj  |[Rescued
1365 [[27 Jan 1971 [[F-100D  |[CMB [[Neil J. M. [Capt [KIA

1366 |28 Jan 1971 JOV-10A  |ICMB |Lineberger H.B.  |Maj [MIA

1367 [31Jan 1971 |JO-2A [SVN Hoenninger 1Lt JRescued [[Army Helo  |PlattP. R. ILt  |Rescued
1368 [1Feb 1971 |[A-37 [cMB ™ JHarris J. C. ILt  |KIA _
1369 ||3Feb 1971  |[F-4D [LAOS [Standerwick R. L. tCol [MIA IGotner N. A. Maj  [POW (retur
1370 |11 Feb 1971 IF-4D SVN  [[Ford M. W._ Jr ICapt |Rescued [fArmy |Eisenbeisz R. A. [ILt IKIA
1371 J[16 Feb 1971 [[F-4D [LAOS J[Cox W.R. ILtCol JRescued [USAF [Allen W.C. |Maj  [Rescued
[1372 |16 Feb 1971 [[F-4D ILAOS [Pattillo R. N. Maj  MIA [Hoskins C.L.  |Capt  |KIA
[1373 J19Feb 1971 JO-2A [LACS JHull J.T. 1Lt JKIA Fernandez W. M. [[Sgt  |KIA
1374 |20 Feb 1971 JJO-1F [SVN JPeacock P. ILt |Rescued JUSAF Helo :

1375 |25 Feb 1971 |[F-4D SVN  |Somers R. K. Maj  JKIA Talley J. S. |Capt  |Rescued
1376 |25 Feb 1971 |IF-4D LAOS [Hedditch [Capt JRescued [USAF Helo  |[McLaughlin 1Lt Rescued
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In order to make thuis report both fictuul and comprehensive, I would
like to present it fron two difforont otwdpoints. I will first discuss
i% froa an objuctive viewpoint including specific facts and happenings
in ehronologinal ovder. I will then present my personal opinions and -
tivougats.

At approximately 1000 hour: loenl e Jisndys 03, 04, 05, and 06 were
deraabled in oupport of a downad -4, Dudley 02, Sandy 03 and 04 were
delayed mowentarily and [folloved sandy 05 and 06 out to tae arming area.
Sandy 05 and 06 lawched Tirst and were proceeding to escort tie Jollys
(aa briefi:d) wien agwndy 0% and 04 becane airborne about 5 minutes later.
AE tads time Kiage divected Saidy 05 und 06 to the scene %o act as low
elewent. Hundya 0% and 04 then asvwned esco:rt responsibilities and
Jolned tie Jol .yu ab tae brisfed nolding area. At approximately 1110
local, 3andy 4 requested Joll«g and escort 0 proceed to tihe' LAR arca.
‘This was accoaplisued and upon aeriving, Sandy 05 descended into the
areza for a brieling fron asandy 05. During this brielfing tactics and
resporgibilibics were disensaed. Sandy 05 sliowed Sandy 03 the survivors
location and did so a second tiue upoa raquent from Sandy 03. Sandy

05 taen returned to join Sandy 04 and Jolly 63 to brief them on the
pick-up. About 1130 local the exccution sipnal was given. Jolly 63
maide his run in led by Landy 03 wita Sandys 04 and 06 covering his
flank. Dudley 02 Alfa was spotted quickly and was recovered with

littie difficenlty. fThe Sandys wece not expending ordnance in accor-
dance with Xing's regueist. At t.uis point some confusion arose as to

the exact position of Bruvo. lomentarily, nowever, he was spotted

and taoush the Jolly was forced to hover for some 10 minutes, Bravo

was safely extracted. [Jo ground fire wag reported by the Sandys,

Jolly, or survivors. 'Mie SAR forces then egressed tie arca and re-
turned. to tucir respective bosses. Down time for the Sandys was 1200
local.

In my opiaion, though successful, this 547 was very poorly executed.

I attribute this to myself, Landy 05, and King. First of all I don'%
Wink King should have switcned element responsibilities. In the event
of delays or aborts, tien yes this is in order. However, with both
elemer:ts airborne, wit:in 5 miautes of each other, I disugree. Jollys
and sandys brifed togetaer, but as iadividual elements each with its
own responsiblilities. 'Techniques and tactics discussed hece aid in a
81004 coordinated effort.

Tae exact locution of Bruve was not known until he popped his anoke.
Just @ bit late if you're putting down ordnance everywiaere but where you
tainiz e is. rortunately, we were not. 'Inis migtake on the Sandys part
could nave cost Bravo his life.

How we come to the worst decicion of tiie day, and who malzes it but tie
alrborie relay center known as ing. "o aot exoond ordaance Guring the
pick-up". Perlaos this was passed to Xing via Jack., ' T doa't know. I
do know lliag passed i% to the Jandys.  In an wrea known to be controlled
by %iie encuy, laced with roads and trail networks, and waere only 30

imtes before fail PuC sir Jed a: ! i X
i wices tne ﬂ?oyanéniiBnaa?gig%eﬁggtFilled ?; epcmy paidions Ring
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I'J.

wWhat nis reason wag for waking tais decicion is wiknown o ne, King,
of all involwrad, does not have tie kuowledyse or authorily to muke a
tactical decision of thig nature. I fault mygelf as well as Sundy 05
for noi telling hiim oo the woment he suid ite The bandy firepowere
might have prevonted the mwiorous small arms hits that Jolly 63 took.

RCIMRT L. WILGOW, It
Saudy 03

=N BN
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FROM: 1508 (Lt Col Adams/275L
SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Dudley 02 A/B

T0: DO

l. A successful rescue was made for Dudley 02 4/B on
aircraft, an F-lj, suatasined battle damage and enroute to NKP, both survivors
wore forced to bail out at approximatoly the 083/L2/89. This report will
cover the activitios relating to the SAR. Al times are Thailand local.

2 4 call was roceived at 0950 that a battle damage aircraft was going to rc-
cover at NKP, At 0955 both crew mombers ejected. At 1C0L both crew members
touchiod down and their position was noted by an sccompanying F-lj and reported
to King. BSandy 03, Oh, 05 md 06 were alerted to launch prior to the crow
mombers roaching the pround. Bocanse a Hot Cargo alrcraft was blocking the
arming aroa, an 8 to 10 minutoddlay occurred on the launch and Sandy 05 and
06 got airbortie first at 1018. He was directed by King to proceed directly
to tho bail out area. Sandy 03 and Ol airborne, at 1020, were directed to

. escort Jolly Groen A3 and 61, airborne at 1010, to a holding point of 100/
30/89. Nail 11, 27, 112, 72, 34, and the accompanying F-li ware all in the im o
diate area of th: bail out, Sandy 05 became 0SC at approximately 1040. Sand:
01 and 02 at Ubor and Sandy 09 and 10 at Da Nang were placed in cockpit alert
and two Jolly Greens at Ubon wesde launched to hold on the November orbit to
act as backup. ,

3. Both crew membors woro immediately contacted and reported their condition
as gnod witheut any evidence of enemy in the area. Sandy 05 believed he had

a gc»d locatioa on both survivors. After trolling the area for gunfire and
firi.g his 20ma near some cave entrances in a Xarst, he decided a non contest-
ed SAR was at hand. Dudley 02/A was picked up first at 1122 without compli
catlon. Dudley 02/B was picked up by the same Jolly Green at 1135 after
spending 13 minutes goarching for kis exact position. (see ateh II)

Le The position of Dudley 02/B was not known exactly. The reason for this
is explained in Atch IT. This is further reason for emphasis to be made for
Sandy low to bo absolutely sure of the survivors position prior to expend-
ing crdnance and prior to committing the Jollys for the pick up. It is quite
conceivablo that the extended time in the hover, searching for 02/B, resulted
in Jolly Groen 63 recelving unnecessary gunfire., The comments made by Sandy
05 and 03 portaining to the King aircroft calling a stop to the ordnance is
also noteworthy. The assistance givea to Sandy low by King is unquestioned.
However, King overstenped his position by giving direction to Sandy low when
he and only he is in the best position to determine tho actions required. We
are actually at a trade off since the exact location of 02/B was misunder-

. 8tood and exceszive ordnance delivery could have huit the survivor, At the same
time, the cessation of ordnance delivery,as ordered by King, probably contri-
buted to endangering the crew of the Jolly Green.

5. Four Sandys and 2 Jollys were launched in direct support of the mission
with two othor Jollys holding in the November orbit as relief, if needed.
(soc atach 1) o

ROBERT 5. ADAMS, Lt Colonel, USAF
- CONFHBERTIAL
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FRosfs 1808 (Lt Col Dunuoody/??ﬁ&) 23 Tebruary 1971
SURBIRHOT:  SARCO "WEPORT FOR IIIFE 34
TO: DO

1.+ A successful rescue was conducted ca 18 i‘ebruary 1971, for ¥nife 34.

The aircraft, a GH-53, went down N405Z/ 13 Fob 1971 at approximately 2 miles
south of D-44. This report covers those activities relating to the Sandys/Hobos
duringt the rescue eoffort,

2. Krife 33 and 3/ launched at 023572 with Hobo's 22 and 23 as escort on a
fragged infill mission. The mission went as wriefed with Knife 23 accomplish=
ing the first infill. 1% OAN5% llebo 22 and 23 were covering the infill for
fnife 34 on hiu [ILZ. ‘lobo 22 stated, "suddenly T saw knife 34 ro out of control
and crash on the 2", IKnife 33, holding 2 miles from the crash site, now head-
ed directly to the scene. llobo 27 notified Fing 24 and gave the location of
crash and requested the SAR forces be alerted. Due to the nature of the terrain
on the lII.Z, Knife 33 used his penetrator to pickup the survivors. In approx-
imately 10 to 15 minutes all survivors were on board with 3 survivors injured.
llobo 22 flight escorted ¥nife 33 to Ubon for a successful recovery, The Hobo
flight then reiurned to FKP,

3¢« All SAR foices were alerted by 0410Z, | ndy 01 and 02 were flying a special
orbit near the "looster Tail" and diveried to the scene. The SARCO bricfed
Sandys 03 and 04 snd told to maintain ground alert until needed. Sandy's 05 and
- 06 at UBOMN wers also briefed ior possible launch. All fragged A-1 missions
at NKP were put on a temparory hold and Blue Chip was requested to release Hobo
20 flight for smoke losads., At 04267 imife 33 made his pickup and the SAR termin-
ated at 04287. Sandy OL and 02 never reached the scene and returned to their
orbit. All missions at MKP went back to normal operations, '

- 4« Yeather was no factor in the HLZ areas. The terrain was hilly with tall
trees in the {LZ area. Iobo 22 and 23 never observed enemy ground fire at any
time, Imife 34 crew later debriefed that ground fire was heard during their
infill.

5. No problens or difficulties were exporienced in the SAR effort. Hobo 22

recomionded that all Noils/iiisty/Jets/ ete. be rebriefed on the importance of
staying clear of the HLZ and particulary when a SAR is in progress,

WY it b

RICHARD H. DUNVOODY, Lt Colonel, USAF -
SARCO

—CONFHDENTIAL
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RCE LRS V-6 Report
16 Feberazrey 1971
3 ARUGp (JRCL)
APO 66307
DATE: 16 February 1971
wISSIUN 1UMZE.:  D-3-006 16 February 1971
PLIGET DESIGEATIOH: Jolly Green 63
»ISSIOI OBJECTIVE: Dudley 02 £4B .

LOCATION: 1722N - 10529L

i

SIVES: 2 Combat Saves

SUMMARY OF BAR AGTYON:

1. (C) Jelly Green 63 (1) angd Jelly Creen 61 ("} were launnehed Pres O o
at 16/03103.' We initlally headed out the 1209 pséial of Ch &5 W 3

te txe fence vhere we held for 5 minutes while awaiting fandy es

this time pericd we were instructed by King 21 %o proceed ouy L
axd Wold at 230 miles. Harcute o tals holding nres Tandy 05 ard (o b
with us and procseded to the survivors Tocation, widen wie opicinal gk o
aﬁ'OSOO/BC/E“ “andy 3 and 4 arrived us cur sscort jupt Yrler o ows arrie L

o 3

=

av the initizl oluinﬂ point, n;ter riving At the holdins e
thut the holding point be moved o G ,/BJ/ow in order 10 et it
tion nhlle we yere in this area we heard thot the Fils 60 seers
gecple n the srea and thet the #lpha man had reported swall arig
2lsc hea PL that Nail 34 had strafed the aves and a ody had Bewmn
cﬂvc Shortly cefter moving to this holdire peint, We were i1 surusies
¢ncy 5 to move up to 0790/47/‘9. Upon arsivael at this solrs we
area of karst, We were in this arca for #bout 10 winutes '
for Sandy 3 to come in to sea the surviverts loecstion 5nﬂ
approsch plar. Prior to tiis a live Y=P boitd was drogpud o o
siuowed up axcc¢4enu1y. The runin heau¢n& to sudley D¢” we b
aad from & to D a neuchnr of 1C0° and a% & distence of nbont
Lnuf 2 sent dendy 5 back to the POld’P” urcg aor ue and th
.fGQJ QLASZ, & head: 2 130° wae held 2o
we ﬁﬂneLVuPFQ &8 necesssry Lo stay Tow sud Test.  Ground
el nuG returncd briefly as we paseed over @ roug. Jandy 3 toid
‘slow acwa «n plcaty of time. The alpha mun wis told 4o O
prior to us reaching the other side of the rigge of karst vhe

agn

{.r

o

(m
<
i
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Az we cane over the ridpee woe wmediately saw his smoke ang enygue
vered the helicopter so we werc as clos: B bl

1
e steep wall of maruh
ble we were in about & 100 Foot nover. _he prossuve zi. itude Wi 13,
vie had Alpha on board at 0421 and We, turned te 100° heading o Pk W
Brzvo man. We hover taxied in that direction and turnsd up & (R L
the karst, e did not see Bravo, ut we 'did sce a piece of

[y

e

tangled in the top of & lerve trec. A we were searehiing thilrs oy Sl
wthe suwoke from Brovo's .lane at & neading ¢. abeut 1009 ard & dist i
jabout 1 Km. The area between us and the area was open Field. G G

‘the smolke as rapidly as possible and then began a series of Bewn. ng
fliicting directions from Sandy 5 and the Zravo man. The Pesult wae
of tightening circles until we located bim et the basc of & very lepus o
We seemed to Le Tairly exposed so we aovered as low into the trees as EBE -
ble. Our hover was at about 125 fect. (The flight enginecr spotie. ©

cause of nLis white tee shirt showiug above his flight suit). Ve had 4
Brave man on board et 0433% and vegan our exit. Sandy 5 told us te he
straight ahead (about 275°) and keep dowu: on the kargt. After we 3
the immediate area we climbed up to 10,000 feet HiL wo clear woot
haze. Both survivors were in good snape and the aireraft secned
well on our evacuation, King 21 asked us about the survivors! conaition
wiere they wanted to g0, We told them they were both feeling Yins ond 4.
a return to Channel 89 was desired. Shortly there after King 21 ¢lesrad

JG 63 and 61 as well as JG 62 and 55 to RBTB to Channel 93. Because of “he
condition of the survivors and the apparent condition of the airslane, 1

S&w No reason at that time to insist on a return to Channel 89, .nrouic 4o
Ch 93 we noticed a few stray holes in the aireraft, but nothine in the WY
of structural damage was noted. We landed 2t Ubon at 0610Z. Aftar alid
doim, inspection revealed hits in one mzin rotor blade, one teil rolow blirde,,
tai® rotor drive shaft, and swash plate assemble. Therd were clen several
hits in the doghouse and rear of the aireruft. 4t no time duping the rcseus
were we aware of any ground fire hitting the aircraft., The only five
was for a f{ew seconds on the runin.

¥

2. Crew Composition:

I 63 36 6

AC Capt Charles R. Hagernjelm, AC Capt Den E, Williswms,
CP Maj Georse T, Macdonald, CP Haj Jerry R. Thoubsoen,
FE SSgt Fredrick L. Moorsholuss FE SEgt Wayne ¥, Lstey,

PI Sgt Henry L. Oclise, PJ I&gt Billy. R, Daviduos,
PI T3gt John'A. Smith, PJ 8igt Richard A, Wallase
AP 85§t Rodney L. Olsen,

LI

"3 Survivors:

Major William C. Allen
Lt Colonel William R. Cox

CHLRLES R. IMGERHIELM, Captain, USA®
Alrcraft Commander - .

N o R
Ir-,.'.l
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DATE:T 16 Feb 71 22 Tred L
MISSION NUMHER: B~3-006-16 Feb TL

ATRCRAFT DESIGNATION: Xing 21

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: Dudley 02 A&B

IOCATION: 17-30N, 105-27E

BAVES: 2 Combat

(C) At approximately 0950L, King 21 received a call em UHF Guard
from Welf O4., Wolf stated he and Dudley lead were in

Dudley 02, Dudley 02 had taken bettle damage and his airsraft was

on fire and falling apsxt. King 2l requested a May Day squawk and

a pesition from Wolf Ok, About 0953L, Dudley 02 Alpha and Brave
ejostod, Wolf Ok and Dudley lead had both echutes .. sight. A eall
mﬁmcm-lbymzlbmugm;nspomrmmﬂ, 72,

34, and 112. All were in the genersl area of Dudley 02 Alpha and
Brave and Nail 27 said he had both chutes in sight. King 21 appoimted
Nail 27 s the On Soone Oommander (O5C) and requested he pass general
condition and UTH positions of the swvivers when they reashed the
ground, All four Nall airera™ were overhead the survivore; Nail

34 wtated there was sore sotivity within 250 meters of Alpha == One
strafe pass by Nail 34 eliminated the ground sctivity. Beth Brawe
and Alpha reported no guns or growd activity in their iLmsediate

area, and that both were in good cendition. Approximstely 1050L,
Sandy's 5 and 6 arrived on seene and Sandy 5 assumed on soeme command ,
Sandy 5 advised King & that the area was relatively quist, and the
fast mover strike aireraft available at that time would mot be re-
quired. By 1100L, Jolly Green 61 and 63 and Sandy's 3 snd 4 were

in the area. By 1120L, the piekup phase wae under way em the Alpha
man with Jolly Creen 63 miing the attempt. The pisiup phase om

both men wae complete by 1135L. King 21 advised the SAR forees to
RTB and JG 63 and 61 were to proeeed to CH 93 with the twe survivers,

Commentes A post flight inspeetion of JO 63 revealed that he had
taken several hits from small arms fire, Sinoe the ares appeared
relatively quiet, Sandy 5 elected not to expend any ordimanee during
the plokup phase, In the future, I would like teo ses all pdekup
attempte sovered by active ordinange, to preclude any further axpee
sure of the Jolly Ureens to ground fire. It has begome

apparent that the enesy is with-~holding his fire until the Joldy
Greens enter a hover and become s wore wvulnerable target.,

——CONEBENAL— GROUP-4
» 72

= Downgraded at 3 year intervals,,
Declassified af.er 12 years.
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Xina Al GCrevmspbers Forear Utilimed
LC/eMO Cart  Parmeter Sandy's 3, ky 5, &
or Cayt  Pelit King 23 .
X S dor fund Jolly Greens 61, 63, 62, 5%
RO KEgh  Jones Wolf 04
LM Bogt EHiehsrdson Dudlay QL :
Faleon 91, 92, &7, 88
Cobra 45, 46
Ounfighter &0, 61
Souba FPlight

0lds Fiight

ol yellal
s ¢

Adreraft Comwnder/Airborns Mission Commander

[ GRGUP-A.

A Prownyrrded ot -3 year intervals., |
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40th ARRSq History, 1 Jan = 31 Mar 197 6

A last-light run-in was attempted but was aborted when both helicopters
took hits from heavy small arms fire., One Pararescue man was wounded
in this attempt, A first-light effort on 2 January resulted in a suc-
cessful rescue of both crewmembers,

(8) BIGOT 02: On 3 February, two crewmembers of an F-4D bailed out

of Bankari? Pass near the NVN border. 40th ARRS Jolly Greens were
scrambled from both Nakhon Phanom Airfieldand Ubon RTAFBQ. Low ceil-
ings precluded any attempt that day., A maximum effort SAR was planned
on the 4th with 8 Jolly Greens in place at NKP for a first-light effort,
HH-53 BUFFs were on continuous airborne orbit from pre-dawn to darkness
on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of February. Continued low ceilings and bad
weather conditions‘in the area precluded any rescue attempts, After
all radio contact was lost with the survivors at noon on the 6th, and
no weather improvement forecast, the active participation of the 40th
ARRS ceased. The force of tired and disappointed crews were returned

to Udorn that night,

(S) DUDLEY 02: On 16 February, two crewmembers of an F-D bailed out

in eastern Laos. Two Jolly Greens scrambled and both crewmembers were
rescued less than two hours after bailout,

(8) WITCHDOCTOR 05: On 5 March, an Army UH-1 helicopter was shot down in
eastern Laos with 7 people on board., A last-light run-in was attempted
but intensive AAA and small arms fire precluded any rescues, The survi-

vors were rescued by a U.S. Army ground team on 7 March,

L
5
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L
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NARRATIVE FOR DUDLEY O2A & 02B
Dudley 02 A%B Sandy 05/06 Donaldson/Kiland

Sandy 05 and 06 were scrambled to escort the Jolly Greens on the Dudley 02 A&B
SAR, but wore diverbed 1o bo on-soena command bocause 05 and 06 had gotten
airborne eight minutcs ahead of Sandy 03 and Oli.

Sancdy 05 and 06 procceded directly to 080/39 off chanel 89 actual position was
081/for 47 NM and efter multiple radio failures finally established contact with
Nail 27 who had the survivors' position well marked. Nail 34 and Nail 72, along
with Wolf O4 werc also at the scene. Due to the great number of aircraft in the
area it was almost a case of too much help. 02 Alpha was very easy to spot be=
cause his chute was visible near tho edge of the karst. But when it came time
to pin point Bravo's position a sories of misidontifications between Sandy 05
and whatever FAC was talking, led Sandy 0% to believe Bravo was about 500 meters
from Alpha on a bheading of about 1107 Sandy 05 thon asked Bravo, who was in
heavy jungle, to tell him when ho heard Sandy 05 fly right overhead. Sandy 05
thon flew over the position he bolievod Bravo to be.in and, sure enough, Bravo
sald, "your'ro right over mec now". DBut actvally it was Sandy 06 who was pass-
ing over him. Therefore, Bravo was actually 500 meters ffom Alpha on a head-
ing of ebout 240Y, This causod consideratle problens during the pick-up phase.
Sandy OF noticed many roads and trails leading to caves in the surrounding karst
and decjded to hose several of them down to see if he could, troll up some grounde-
fire. Ile made two passes firing 20mm at the caves.

After the second pass King called and said to stop strafing because it would
give away the survivors' position and the strafe was not needed. Tals, I feel,
was a major errcr on King's part. Sandy Load is the only one who can make the
determination that an area is to be considuréed peaceful or hostile. This one
had all tho earmarks of a potentially bad area. Wo have had two many helicopt-
ers lost or shot up because people thought the area was safe. As it turned out
the Jolly took nemorous small arms hits somatime during one, or both, of the
pick-ups.

The Jollys weore bLrought onto the scene and briefed along with Sandy 03 and Ol.

A holding point was established over some karst about 3 miles noithwest of the
SAR site. The run-in to Alpha was as directed and the pick up went quickly.
However, tho previous mountainous confusion about Bravo's position was not
rectified until Sandy 06 saw Dravo's smoke come up and he diverted Jolly 63

into the proper arca. It took nearly 10 mimutes from Alpha's pick up to

poc’ tively spot Bravos The rest went smoothly.

Sandy 05 _ Sandy 06

Attch IT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


