
Pararescuemen Save Lives 
Of 2 Wounded AF Sergeants 

BIEN lf0A Alt, Vtoitattl 
(Spet,c1; —  Five parareseue• 
mevi tP..fs'i from here sve.t.,,t 
tveditt<1 with saving the tive -s 
O f two Air Force sergeants 
who had been lytng injured for 
six days near their  crashed C123 
Provider transport. 

&GI'S. Gary Aldredge and Vin-
cent  Fan-brother were the ottlY 
survivors of the crash that 
claimed 44 lives', 

The pararescuenten. from Det, 
1, 371h  Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery S. here, adttisteritd 
ernergenq medtcal treatment to 
the pair before they w0-re cur. 
tied down the LuNintain to a 
waiting helicopter. Mao !ending 
medical assistance waa CoL 
tOr) Raul M. M Ott Ma0r, 
•251st USAF Dispensary here, 

Parrirescuemen Involved were 
James 1). Scott, S. Sgt. 

Robert T.  Martin.  Airman 1.C. 
William P.  McDonald. Randy L. 
Znaik er: And Donald .J. 4ecoraro, 
T. 'Sgt. Charles S TilleY served 
as chief flight engineer for the 
pick-up of the Miami the physi-
cian following the e.vatuation of 
ihe .wotouted survivors. 

McDonald, who served as 
chief P.1 for the rescue mission, 
cleterthed the event that even- 

saw the tW4. StlrVIVOCS  air- 
f 	thelr tnotintititiOUE 

nightmare. "They put five Ns 
and the fligh1 surgeon down um 
an area but 94kt yards front 
the survivors, and we had to 
make our way up a steep incline 
to reach the crash site." 

Aldradge, the less injured oi 
the two, had managed to crawl 
some distance from the wreck-
age. The two-man U.S. Army 
ground team, which had reached 
the site a clay earlier along with 
their regiorW forces, had pl,ace0 
the two men under priViegtIlte 
covering front the mototoon 
rains. 

McDonald conUotied. "km' 
taking a (Melt evaination 4*131* 
patients, we Started an "1-v"Itt-
trevenous feeding -on Fair-
brother and dressed both mon's 
wounds, treated them for shock, 
got their vital functions stabi-
lized and warmed them up. A.1- 
dredge was able to take food 
and water orall.y. ao  
inattJently we gave him water 
arid warm rice." 

The bye Ph and flue doctor, 
along with the 1.;.S. Arin,Y &round 
team and seven MiletliVatd 
dierN, begun the long trek hack 
down the mountain with the two  

survivors; to a waiting U.S. 
Army and the Air Fori.-e 111152 
helicopters, 

The two stirViVC)t1.;. were air-
lifted to the U.S. Air Force hos-
pital at Cam Ranh Bay AB for 
additional medical treatment I 



Pararesen"ien' f- t% 	 §iTAre Lives^ 
Of 2 Wounded AF Sergeants 

'3IF:s/ I-10A AB, 
(Special) — Five pay-rescue. 
men (Pi's) from here 
credited with saving the lives 

r sergeants 
who had been lying injured for 
six days near their crashed C123 
Provider transport. 

SGTS. Gary Aldredge and Vin-
cent Fairbrother were the only 
survivors of the crash that 
claimed 44 lives. 	. 

The pararescuemen, from Bet, 
1, 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Sq. here, administered 
emergency medical treatment to 
the pair before they were car-. 
ried down the mountain to a 
waiting helicopter, Also lending 
medical assistance was Capt. 
(Dr.) Raul M.: Montmayer, 
e251st USAF Dispensary here. 

as chief flight engineer for the 
pick-up of the PTs awl the physi-
cian following the evacuation of 
the wounded, survivors... . • 
'McDonald; who • served ' as 

chief. P3 for the rescue mission, 
described the events that even- 

kt.ctliY saw the two survivors air- 
lifted from their mountainous 

"nn.  put five Hs 
and the flight surgeon dOwn into 
an area about 900 yarcik. 
the survivors, and we had to 
make our way up a steep 1nc110 
to reach the crash site." 

Aldredge, the leis infiiied-  of 
the two, had'irrirazged to .er*wt 
some distance front' the ,,W11044. 
age. The • tive-man 
ground team, which had reacted-, 
the site a day earlier along .vilt' 
their regional fortes, had - pliteeid' 
the two pen under .. - 
covering from-the'.'  
rains. 

McDonald ,.eonfipund. 
taking a.  qiiickni  •• 	••. 
patients; we sla • 	• ' 
travenous-sf 	AF•ph'f. 
brother., and itneisid 
wounds, treatid:thea 
got their vital" fa:net:teat: .  stalk 
heed .  and waimed' thete411:CA1- 
dredge was lable—ta..01At 
and water. orallY.: • 	int6i."-  
rnittengY )thre. i'Avg;  and war.M 

The five .P3's anct 	s ce. ; 
along with the 1.3..P.  
team and seven • 	;7.47.74.  , 
diers; begatt.the 	 —  .1! 
down the niountitfit. 	jthh 1! - ■ 

survivors to a waiting U.S. 
Army ancl • the Air L' TTU 

helicopters. 
The two survivors were air-

lifted to the U.S. Air Force hos-
pital at Cain Rar.:: 0,,.y A R for, 
additional medical treatment. 



January 197 1: Bien Hoa AB, RVN. Five pararescuemen are credited with saving the lives of two Air Force 

sergeants who survive the crash of, and lie injured for six days near their C-123 Provider. Forty-four other people die. 

When the crash site is finally located, Det. 1, 37th ARRS pararescuemen William P. MacDonald, Robert T. Martin, Donald 

Pecoraro, James D. Scott, and.Randy L. Zonker are inserted to the site where they administer emergency medical 

(real:client to the two survivors before carrying them down the mountain to a waiting helicopter. 
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