
iDownejk AFT,  Pilot's s y 
Of Chopper: 'Mighty Good' 

DA NANG. Vietnam (Special) 
— "It looked mighty good!" is 
the way U.S. Air Force Maj. Je-
rome D. Siderius described the 
111153 Super JO14,  Green Giant 
helicopter that plucked him out 
of the water after he ejected 
tram his  F4  Phantom  .near  flue. 

The Phantom was hit by anti-
aircraft fire while on a mission. 
Causing the plane to explode and 
horn while returning to Da 
N a n g. The two-man  crew 

The other crew  7ruenil*  has 
been listed as missing In action. 
His :name is  being  withheld 
pending notification  of  kin. 

"The wingman told  us that  we 
had been hit hut  there was no 
damage  apparent at first," said 
Siderius. 

"The first  indication of  trouble . 

was a low . fuel flow in  the left 
engine. The %Inman  said he 
saw  filet  streaming from  one,,of 
the  engines. Then lights  cainton 
indicating  a fire  in the  aireraft 
and  all  of  a  sudden there was  a 
terrific explosion." 

"The wingman  radioed  us and 
yelled, 'You're on fire. Bail  out! 
Bail  out!' and  we  both punched 
out," sald Siderius. 

"It,  seemed like I  floated 
through the  air for a long  time. 
When  I  hit  the water I  inflated 
my  life  jacket  and raft,  then 
climbed in.". 

"It  was a funny feeling just 
sitting there.  You  know that  the 
rescue  crews know you  are 
there,  but  you wonder  if they'll 
spot You and  what  will  happen 
next," heralded. 

Air Force  Maj. Donald  L.  Jen-
sen  was the  aircraft commander 
Of the Jolly Green Giant that 
rescued  Std  eri  us. 

"We were  on another  mission 
in the area when  we received 
word that the Phantom had gone 
down," recalled Jensen. -We 
immediately  diverted,  to  the 
scene, pushing  the jolly  Green 
just as fat  as it Would ge." 

"Coming over the area, I saw 
one man out to the left  in  an or-
ange life  raft.  We  came  in slow 
and low over  the  downed man 
and dropped the  "PJ"  (pare-
rescueman) into the water." 

The pararescueman was SSgt. 
Jules C.  Smith. "I  jumped into 
the  water  from .about  15  feet up 
and swam to Sidetius.  He  was 
uninjured so J helped him  out  of 
the life raft,  briefed  him  on  the 
procedure and helped him onto 
the penetrator.  Then  I  climbed 

on  the  penetrator myself and 
they pulled us  into the chopper," 
recalled Smith. 

"We then continued the search 
for the  other  downed man. We 
saw  an  oil  slick and  spotted the 
aircraft wreckage in shallow 
water, but there was no sign of 
the other man." 

"We received word to return 
to Da Nang  with  the major. 
When we left there were other 
aircraft in the atea searching 
for the missing pilot," added 
Jensen. 
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