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RAVEN 23 NO SEARCH AND RECOVERY

(C) Raven 23's last transmission was "I am hit at least five
times, for all practical purposes I am dead", Raven 23, an 0=-1,
Captain Park G. Bunker 330-3u4~0537 probably received ground fire while
attempting to take a closer look at a tank. He was accompanied by
a Lao backseater (FAR Officer) whose tate was not determined. The
aireraft crash landed about four kilometers northwest of Kwang Khai
(coordinates UG 127 583) at approximately 1315L, 30 December 1970.%67

(C) Rescue efforts by Air America, Jolly Creens and members
of the lst Special Operations Squadron were unsuccessful. Raven 20
and Nail 11, who were tlying in the area, heard Raven 23's May Day
transmission and immediately responded to the call. They observed
the scene of the crash and reported that the pilot was still in the
aircraft and was surrounded by the enemy.lYO

(C) Eight A-l's were generated tor the effort. Six were
launched as Sandies and two as smoke aircraft. Sandy 03/04 launched
at 1410 and proceeded to the scene while Sandy 05/06 launched at 1415
and escorted Jolly Green 53/55 to Lima Site 9%, Sandy Of/0%
launched at 1515 and held high since there was no sign of life at
the crash site.l?l

(€) Sandy 03, piloted by Major Hugh Place, arrived on the scene
at 1500L and reported to the On-Scene Commander (Raven 20) who was
conbinuing to strike enemy positions in the area, Major Place report-

ed the aircraft had skidded to a halt heading about 160 degrees, the
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right door was partially torn off, the left door was open, the
undercarriage was partially torn away and the wings had bent
forward. The objective was lying face down about 15 meters to the
rear of the aircraft and was partially hidden by a group of four
small trees. There had been no radio voice contact with Raven 23
for about one hour and 30 minutes. According to Major Place,
Raven 20 reported that the backseater was an "X-Ray" who did not
wear survival vest and he had not been seen or heard.172

(C) At 1515L Sandy 03 took charge as On-B8cene Commander and
made low passes to observe the objective and the aircraft. Major
Place reported Raven 23 was lying face down in short grass without
his survival vest. His lower torso was twisted and his arms were
twisted in an odd position, His upper body and Yace appeared Lo be
covered with blood. Sandy 03 made several low passes and during one
which varied from tree tops to 100 feet he jinded left to expose the
underside of the aircraft to ground fire. Five rounds hit the air-
¢raft and Major Place started & climb to depart the area, He
jetbisoned everything arnd with a rough running engine, he returned
to Nakhon Phanom without further incident. Enroute he briefed the
remaining SAR forces on what he had seen and encouﬂtared.l?3

(C) The Raven FAC's continued to put strikes in throughout
the hours of day light. The heavy ground fire which included 12,7
and 14.5 AA fire was never silenced and all SAR forces returned to
base at night fall, Captain Bunker was presumed dead and the fate
of the Lao backseater was unknown. 174
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SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Raven 23|

23. The alrcraft, ian 01, went downy a} approximately 1315 at UG128582,
Thib ‘report covers those activitied rélative to the rescue attempt.

1. Anlunauccessf rescue was atzgnp ed on 30 December 1970 for Raven
ALL times are Thail\Lmﬁ Local. 1_
&

2. Ravdn 23 called Mayday at apprdxirately|1315, stating that he had P
been hit by ground fire. Nall 11 and |Raven 20 were in the area and
procesded to the crhsh scensi Raveh 23 reertaa that he was still in

the ' aireraft and that the bad guys jrere all ariund him. He also stated

that he had been hit five times and;f all practical purpases he was
dead, Besper came on a few éecond$ 1gter and that was the last trang-
misgion that wag made from the crash Hite, (At h 1)
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3. Raven ABﬂhad an |indigencus persen fn hia back seat. It is not

known whethen he wag wearing 'a survivel vest or not, No rajiio transmis-
gsion was|made by h epbrted an indigenous person rumning
from the|aircraft with a green hatl’ Raven 23'# back seater is repor<
ted [to have been werring a graen
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