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STORMY O3 SEARCH AND RECOVERY

(C) Despite severe weather complications, a successful
rescue was accomplished on 2 December 1970 when an F=L was downed
by enemy ground fire, The aircraft, Stormy 03, was performing a
FAC mission on Route 922, Nail 51, an OV-10 FAC was on station and
observed Stormy 03 as the F-l passed Delta L5 eastbound, pulled up
and turned northwest., Nail 51 reported that Stormy 03 was on fire
and that he observed both Alpha and Bravo perform an apparently
normal egress at OLOOL. Nail 51 located the downed crewmembers at
coordinates XD 915 0!/0 and became the On-Scene Commander for an effort
which would eventually involve 17 aircraft. The rescue scene was
located in rugged terrain with an average elevation of 3,60C reet
and peaks rising to 4,460 feet., The situation was complicated by a
solid overcast to 5,000 with bases at ground level., It was determined
that both crewmembers were in good condition and that the area was
free from hostile activities,135

(C) Nail 51 was joined by Wolf 06 (F-l4 FAC from Ubon RTAFB),
Delta Xray (Covey FAC from DaNang) and King 2, the Airborne SAR
Coordinator. Spad 11 and 12 arrived at 0U50L as did two U, S. Army
helicopters, Dustoff 509 and Redskin. Spad Ol and 02 were airborne
at O8L8L and escorted Jolly Green 72 and 78 from DaNang to the area.

An immediate pick up was prevented by weather conditions and Nail

135. SARCO Report for Stormy 03, 24 Dec 70, Document # 12,
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5" arrived at OM15L to replace Nail 51 as the On-Scene Commander.
Sandy Ol and 02 were launched to replace Spad 11 and 12. Sandy
03 and OL were launched to replace Spad 0l and 02 as Jolly (reen
escorts. Sandy Ol and 02 arrived at the scene and Sandy 01 took
charge as On-Scene Commander at 1150L.136

(C) In an effort specifically locate the downed crew and
direct the Jolly Greens in, Spad 11 and Nail 58 attempted to pene-
trate the clouds and fly wnder the layer. This effort failed as
did several attempts by the U, S. Army helicopter. Dustoff 509
and Redskin returned to their base (Quang Tri) to refuel and pick
up a jungle penetrator,t37

(C) By the time Sandy Ol assumed command weather conditions
improved and holes through the overcast were developing. Nail 5
was able to fly below the clouds and locate the exact position of
the crewmembers but was unable to observe them due to low clouds
in their immedicate location., He described their position as being
on the east side of a river where it bends south at coordinates XD
915 0’0, Dustoff 509 and Redskin returned to the scene and with
this information were able to penetrate the clouds from the north-
east, fly under them and follow the river wntil Nail 58 could direct
them to the position of the Stormy 03 crew., Dustoff 509 spotted a
parachute at 1200L and within seconds had a visual on Stormy 03

Bravo., He was picked up at 120L. Stormy 03 Alpha was near enough

136. Ibid. A
137, TIbid. - o 4

DECLASSIFIED


DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


DECLASSIFIED 126
K-WG-56-HI
Oct-Dec 1970
Vol. |

to observe Bravo's rescue and procesded to direct the helicopter
to his position and was picked up at 121&L.i3’5

(C) Dustoff 509 and Redskin returned to Quang Tri with the
survivors and were followed by the Jolly Greens and their escorts
Sandy 03 and 0Ol. Stormy 03 Alpha and Bravo continued to DaNang

in the Jolly Greens while the escoris returned to Nakhon Phanom.l39

134, Ibid.
139. Ibid.
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The hoist was found to be stuck in the up position. The electrical
connection to the lock was disconnected and a screw driver was use
to break the hoist loose so that it could be used manually., Tie
survivors were brought aboard the aircraft at 1130L and J.G. 73
proceeded to the MEDEVAC hospital at Cam Ranh Bay. Two non-
combat saves were credited Eo Capt. A. Stacy, A.C. of Jolly

Green 73,

15 Nov: At 0505 local time Jolly Green 65 and 70 were launched
for the MEDEVAC of a seaman aboard a RUmanian freighter. Air
refuel ing was accomplished enroute by King 27. King 27 also
dropped smoke flares for J.G. 65 while he was hovering above the
ship. At 0720L the survivor was brought aboard the aircraft and
they departed for Cam Ranh Bay. One non-combat save was recorded
by Capt. K. Bakke, A.C. of Jolly Green 65,

17 Nov: At 1256 local time Jolly Green 64 and 77 were
launched from Bien Hoa, AB, for the MEDEVAC of a seaman aboard
a German ship. One and one half hours later Jolly Green 64
established his hover over the ship. A P.J. was sent dowh the
forest penetrator to prepare the survivor to be brought aboard
the aircraft., They departed the area with the injured man at
1LL45L for Cam Ranh Bay hospital. One non-combat save was
recorded by Maj. W. Osley, A.C. of Jolly Green 64,

3 Dec: At 1035 local time Jolly Green 71 was launched from
Bien Hoa and told to proceed to Con Son Island. The island was
located 135 miles to the southeast of Saigon. Weather enroute

was very low ceilings down to 100' with numerous rain showers.,
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Navigational aids could not be used due to the low altitude of
the aircraft. The only aid used was the doppler system
which performed perfectly. At 1150L, J.G. 71 arrived at the
island and the patient was brought aboard the aircraft. The
survivor was MEDEVACED to the MEDEVAC hospital at Long Bien, RVN.
One non:combat save was recorded by Capt E. Harrow, A.C. of Jolly
Green 71.

3 DEC: At 174k local time Jolly Green 72 and 73 were scramb!ad
for the pickup of a pilot that had bailed out of a Marine A-7.
The survivor was located 22 Miles out to sea off Chu Lai. At
1820L Jolly Green 72 entered his hover and made the pickup.
One non-combat save was credited to Lt Col R. Brown, A.C. of Jorl by

Green 72.



37 ARRSq History, QCT-DEC 1970

SAVE
591 NC
592 NC
593 NC
594 NC
595 NC
596

597

SUPPORTING DOCUMENT #1

SURVIVOR'S NAME RANK

C. McKenzie SN/RAN

A. Kristiansen NOR, NAT,
H. Arneinge NOR. NAT.
UNK RUM. NAT
UNK GER. NAT.
E. Grant SN/USCG
W.T, Wallace Lt/USMC

DATE

7/ Oct
10 Oct
10 Oct
15 Nov
17 Nov

3 Dec

3 Dec

70
70
70
70
70
70
70

MISSION MM TR

0-3-012
0-3-012
0-3-013
0-3-018
0-3-01n
0-3-023
$a3007
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1. A successfus rescues was conducted on 2 Dec 70 for Stormy 03 A and B,

f
The aircraft, an Fl FAC, went drwn at. 6868 2 Dac 70, approwima+aly
naite sl Wiles east north mast of btlta. L5 ( 135 ,35 NM from Channel. 103)
This raport, covers these act.i'\rL ios relating to the SA‘q forces dufing tho

] H

rescus offort., All times are in Thuiland local time, !

F]

2, Btormy 03 was hit by ant:—alrcrafb'firq 5 h- was Hrfforminm 4 TAC

mission on Route 922, As he pamse% Delta 45 heading nﬁat, anﬁthné FAC
Mail 51, an OV10, saw hin puil Lp %nd turn nothh wast.é = waafon fire and
shortly after the crew vailed nnt.; Tha SPADs were scrambled from Da Nang
At VY to the scena, Tha ﬂanﬂyw ﬁere alarted for a 0950 brisfing. They
were schaduled to replace theiSans on scena at their Birpo time,

3. Spad 11 and 17 wera scramhlid:at 0P75, pot airborn- at 0742, anl

, procaeded directly tc thégrwa EE Jn gcena commander, Span 01 andrOQ,

| ,
' 1
airvorne at 0%, escertad Jollr frasn 72 and 77 from Na Hanr to the ares,

B ' -
There wara no daslays cor ﬁbortn. f; scens at thea time wera MNail Ei, an
VIO FAS Prom NEP; Wolf 06, an Yh FAC from Ubon; and Iﬁﬁﬁﬁ*&ﬁ?ﬁﬂ Nelta Xray,
fa Cover "\C from Ns_Nanpg., Spad 11 and 12 arrived on sesna apprwrinntnly,
0P50,. , The Adrborne LAR Coordinator was King 2h. Two Army helicopt=rs almo
ceme to aid the SAR, Their callsi;nd wara Dustoff 509, a Hue~y Slick, and
Redskin, a Huey Cobra, MHail 50 r;placwd Mail 51 at 0915 as on secars FAC,
Sandy 01 and 02 wortllaunched #t 1035 to rehlace Spad ﬁ; and 12, %#ndyIOB
and Ok launched at 1125 to repluce Spad 01 .and 02 as nﬁcorta. Sancy 01 and
02 arrived in the arses at appri - irntaly 1130 and after the hrlnrinp bv Spad

01, assumed on scsne comwndar .|, 1150, The alrcraft ani crrws gre as fuJTnt

Spad 11 Lt Col Mobsrt 5, \dams 56 504 OLAA
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5. Spsd 11 and 2R Nall 58 stbempled 4o geb under tha c).nufius but weps

%§;unnblu to do so, They continued Lo ‘seardh for the iprvivors using
¢lactronicedetaction and had nu?r@wqd th iy location Lo a smell area.
The Arny helicopbbes had tried £o'fly under the clouds but could not get
211 the way to the survivues. Th%ygrcturnod to fuang Tri to befuel, pick
up & Junple Penatrator, and raturﬁ.

6. Sandy 0! and 07 arrived at 1130 and ssaumed On Scsns Commandar at 1150,
During this time Hail 58 was below t%a ¢louds searghing. The westher waw
improving and large holea ware dc@uiﬁping in the overcast. The celling
had 1iCted enough to permit some ;oc; ta mgneuver undsr the clouds, Roth

survivora wers in good vadio cunhict#with the OAR forces. They secmed Lo

r

be in good spirits,xxd in eontrol;of themsalves, atd-gninjured. Nail 58

hed located their poaiticon but was ureble to Fly over them visuslly because
of low cleuds in thelir lmmediata ﬂrti. The Army hellicoptara, Dustoff- 509
and Nedman, refurnsd Lo the araea a%praximataly 1150 and enteored the srea

by flying vrder the clouds and dqwﬁ ﬁhe river from the pnorth «agt,. Hatl 58
spatled tha helicopters and 1rsd tg tha position of the survivors. Dustoff
509 then spotted Stormy O3 Be p&raihute at 1500 and shortly alter had 2 visud
on the yidwky crownemper. He was:pipked up b 1209, '"A'waw close enough

Lo san the heliconbar &id then dir;ct +1 it to his poaition by rsdiv’mm
B 4.3 Siveer plekad up at 1214, The halécopters then returaed to Nuang Tri
followsd by the Jolly Nreens who picked upn the survivors and rebtuamesd thwm_:

to Da YMang, Sandy 03 and Oy escoqﬁwﬁibhv Jolly Greans to Quang Trl then

all four Sandys returned to NKP'. {i

7. The normal problems of too many prople trying to talk on the radios wes

complicat~d by VHF problems Bn tha Eing Alveraft. When tha Sandys arrived
b

on scena they were dnlaymitﬁ~- A ; Lﬁ_;_ﬁj:lforeca baca s none of
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the prebriefed frequencies wers baing need, Sugpest Lhat, any chanres ba

immediately forwardsd to the SKH:Jooniinatnrn. Another problem encountered
wag on the FM frequency, IR.90 i9 the primary SAR M fraquency, Tt has
| 1

also been allocated to the Army foacial Forces (Hegqvy Hook)., This needs

to be checked out and one or tﬂo bther changed,
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| Stormy 03 - Alpha/Bravo 2 Dea 70 '
f " ;

i nspha & Bravo rescusd safely.

| Location: 8 miles ENE Delta 45 XD 915 080

| Sortiess Call Sign I.0, (NKP

' Spads 11/12 0348 for 4.0
Spads 01/02 0342 for 3.9
Sandy 01/02 137 for 3.2
Sandy 03/04 1 5 for 2.4

Backgrounds F-4 downed 0800, 2 Des 70
Route 922, Are, apparently free from hostile

" average elevation 3600 feet

- with tops at 5,000 feet and
~Conditlons were broken with

Nail 51/Wolf 06 - FACs were in area
Iradio contact with Alpha and Brdve
lon scene for directing in strikes,
Dust-off 509 piqked up Bravo at 12t
| | [
i

1
this standard’
| qim o o

. Ramarkg

Rl

baaénlkpo feot at

L.

cmant‘ (] blems /RQL.M&!\'A!(.A;-J

1) King =24 had &adio problens,

1
I
LS S 1
|
|
1

a delay $£ approximately 5 miL“tﬁﬂ- ' 1

with psuks up to 4460 feet,
bases to ground level

Lmen!Stornw'OB
fwithin 15 minutes.

,Alpha_pickeﬁ_np_nexi_ai_l;14L.

CONFIDENTIAL L, |

Escort Jolly 72/77
t ' Onegcene-commander
- ¢ i On=scene-commander
¥ \Escort Jolly 72/77

by enemy fire while

performing a FAC mission on
forces. Mountainous terrain-
Weather « overcast
=prevented early picke-up,

time of pick-up,

Nail 51 obtaini

nt down, j
Nail 58 replaced Nailjsl.

aus 3&

back to'SARCO [for) %

3,

- 2) %&au }reqyenqy 0hlﬂ&°¥

S .
4

e

" il
| [
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:.;D;ll‘ f)’
Snad Q2

Jolly Gresn 72

Jolly @reen 77

Mail 51

Nail 58
Sandy O1
Sandy0?
Samdy 03
Sandy Oh
King 24

Dugtoff 509

Capt John 3. Tayloy

1Lt Douglasd D. Carmichasl |
e

Capt John G, Graves, Capt
i ;

Capt Leonhri B. Herchant

Maj Gene F.;Hollingaworth

Maj Charl=a " Posny
114 Richord L. Brahmer
1Lt nenjami% P. Petty -~
Maj Patt-v ﬁ. lme

1Tt Gary W. Echaffur'
Capt rhil{p k. mobarts
11t Allan‘P Younp

'
i

|
WO Steve 'lnods
X I

Nedskin “
wolfl 06 Gapt Hacg;eg?r E. Poll
1Lt Villiam A. Kangas

Delta Xray : ‘

Capt Tvan J;,ﬂu%io; L
I :

R4S DLAA
" -

37 AMS

f

"
"

L

£7 Med Dot 101 Alr
borne

435 TFW

"

21 TASS ? Covey FAG
NDa Mang

L. The 3AR was in .e high ground f{nt notth eart of Nelta 45, Tt waa

|

hilly terrain on té: of & pliteau, The Average slavation was 3600 feast

with the hipheat at LL,60 fest,

A river runn through the ares from the

north eaat to south west turning south }hsn back to the gast again, The

5

survivors ware clos; topether on the esst aide of the river whers ti turns

s Ul
£ 1)

1 2
south at XD 915 0, Thare appearad té6 bs no enemy activity or dsfenses
| :

J

in the area bLut the SAR was hampared Ly overnest clouds that completsly
. v

covarsd tha 1ncat10~ of the survivo: s.' The tﬁpq were 5000 faat, and the

bages bnlow the poaL in the terrain, f. \(m‘
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1350 [ 13 Nov 1970 |RF-4C__ |NVN |Wright D.I. Maj KA Bancroft W. W.Jr It JKIA
1351 |20 Nov 1970 |[F-105G LAOS [Kilgus D. W. [Maj [Rescued |JUSAF HH53 [Lowry C.T. [Capt  |Rescued
1352 [|23 Nov 1970 JJOV-10A  [[CMB |Brooks D. L. Maj [[Rescued fju Helo Bellefeuille G. B. [|SSgt  [Rescued
1353 |1 Dec 1970  [F-4E LAOS [Robinson J. R. apt |[Rescued Boulet D. A. 11 [[1Lt [Rescued
1354 {12 Dec 1970 [[O-2A [LAOS "Duckeﬂ T.A. Ill Lt WIA Skinner O. G. {Maj MIA
1355 |[12 Dec 1970 |B-57 LAOS [u o [Rescued fu [ [Rescued
1356 || 12 Dec 1970 |[F-100D ICMB Jlu ) u [Rescued || )

1357 |19 Dec 1970 |[F-4D LAOS [RotzD. H. [Capt |Rescued Louis W. K. ILt  |Rescued
[1358 |21 Dec 1970 |[RF-4C LAOS |[Nullis M. M. 1Lt  [Rescued (USAF Helo  jRush A F. [Maj Rescued
1359 124 Dec 1970 {A-1E LAOS |[Lundy A. L. aj |[[KIA

1360 || 28 Dec 1970 |OV-10A _|LAOS [SmithJ. L. [Capt [KIA o Sgt___ JKIA
1361 [[2Jan 1971  [F-4E ILAOS [Wier H. D. liCapt [Rescued |[USAF Helo  [Brown R. K. 1Lt Rescued
1362 |3 Jan 1971 F-4E ILAOS |[Ayres J. H. Maj  [KIA Stratton C. W.  [[Capt  [MIA
1363 |17 Jan 1971  ||[F-4E Sea  [Mirrer R. H. Maj  [KIA [Siderius J. D. Maj [Rescued
1364 ||20 Jan 1971 {F-4E SVN [[Warner D. A. ICapt |[[Rescued |[USAF [Kiefer H. E. [May [Rescued
1365 |27 Jan 1971 JF-100D _ |[CMB |Neil J. M. [Capt |KIA

1366 |28 Jan 1971 [OV-10A  [ICMB |[Lineberger H. B. Maj  [MIA

1367 |31 Jan 1971 [JO-2A SVN  [[Hoenninger ILt |Rescued JArmy Helo  [[Platt P. R, 1Lt [Rescued
1368 ||1Feb 1971  [|A-37 ICMB  [Harris J. C. iLt  [KIA

1369 |[3 Feb 1971  [[F-4D [LAOS [Standerwick R.L.  |[LtCol [MIA [Gotner N. A. Maj  [POW (retur
1370 {11 Feb 1971 |[F-4D SVN  [[Ford M. W. Jr ICapt [Rescued [Army isenbeisz R. A. [l1Lt IKIA
1371 #16 Feb 1971 [F-4D ILAOS lECOX W.R. [tCol [[Rescued [USAF Allen W. C. Mayj IIRescued
1372 |16 Feb 1971 [F4D  |LAOS [Pattilio R. N. Maj |MIA [Hoskins C. L. |Capt _|KIA
1373 |19 Feb 1971 JO-2A LAOS [Hull J. L. 1Lt [KIA [Fernandez W. M. [Sgt [KIA
1374 |20 Feb 1971 |JO-1F SVN |[[Peacock P. 1Lt  |[Rescued [[USAF Helo

1375 §25Feb 1971 JF-4D SVN [[Somers R. K. Maj  IKIA Talley J. S. |Capt Rescued
1376 |[25Feb 1971 [F-4D LAOS |Hedditch ICapt [[Rescued [JUSAF Helo  [McLaughlin 1Lt Rescued
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