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STORMY 03 SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Despite severe weather complications, a successful 

rescue was accomplished  on 2 December  1970 when an F-4 was downed 

by enemy ground fire. The aircraft, Stormy 03, was performing a 

FAC mission on Route 922. Nail 51, an OV-10 FAC was on station and 

observed Stormy 03 as the F-4 passed Delta 45 eastbound, pulled up 

and turned northwest. Nail 51 reported that Stormy 03 was on fire 

and that he observed both Alpha and Bravo perform an apparently 

normal egress at 0600L. Nail 51 located the downed crewmembers at 

coordinates XD 915 CM and became the On-Scene Commander for an effort 

which would eventually involve 17 aircraft. The rescue scene was 

located in rugged terrain with an average elevation of 3,60C feet 

and peaks rising to 4,460 feet. The situation ras complicated by a 

solid overcast to 5,000 with bases at ground level. It was determined 

that both crewmembers were in good condition and that the area was 

free from hostile activities. 135 

(C) Nail 51 was joined by Wolf 06 (F-4 FAC from Ubon RTAFE), 

Delta Xray (Covey FAC from DaNang) and King 24, the Airborne SAR 

Coordinator. Spad 11 and 12 arrived at 0850L as did two U. S. Army 

helicopters, Dustoff 509 and Redskin. Spad 01 and 02 were airborne 

at WOL and escorted Jolly Green 72 and 76 from DaNang to the area. 

An immediate pick up was prevented by weather conditions and Nail 

135. SARCO Report for Stormy03, 24 Dec 70, Document #12. 
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arrived at OH.15L to replace Nail 51 as the On-Scene Commander. 

Sandy 01 and 02 were launched to replace Spad 11 and 12. Sandy 

03 and 04 were launched to replace Spad 01 and 02 as Jolly Green 

escorts. Sandy 01 and 02 arrived at the scene and Sandy 01 took 

charge as On-Scene Commander at 1150L. 136  

(C) In an effort specifically locate the downed crew and 

direct the Jolly Greens in, Spad 11 and Nail 56 attempted to pene-

trate the clouds and fly under the layer. This effort failed as 

did several attempts by the U. S. Army helicopter. Dustoff 509 

and Redskin returned to their base (Quang Tri) to refuel and pick 

up a jungle penetrator. 137  

(C) By the time Sandy 01 assumed command weather conditions 

improved and holes through the overcast were developing. Nail 56 

was able to fly below the clouds and locate the exact position of 

the crewmembers but was unable to observe them due to low clouds 

in their immedicate location. He described their position as being 

on the east side of a river where it bends south at coordinates XD 

915 OVO. Dustoff 509 and Redskin returned to the scene and with 

this information were able to penetrate the clouds from the north-

east, fly under them and follow the river until Nail 5b could direct 

them to the position of the Stormy 03 crew. Dustoff 509 spotted a 

parachute at 1200L and within seconds had a visual on Stormy 03 

Bravo. He was picked up at 120U. Stormy 03 Alpha was near enough 

136. Ibid. 
137. Ibid. 
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to observe Bravo's rescue and procoded to direct the helicopter 

to his position and was picked up at 12141J. 13'i 

(C) Dustoff 509 and Redskin returned to Quang Tri with the 

survivors and were followed by the Jolly Greens and their escorts 

Sandy 03 and 04. Stormy 03 Alpha and Bravo continued to DaNang 

in the Jolly Greens while the escorLs returned to Nakhon Phanom. 139 

Ibid. 
139. Ibid. 
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The hoist was found to be stuck in the up position. The electrica; 

connection to the lock was disconnected and a screw driver wa-, use' 

to break the hoist loose so that it could be used manually. Ti , e 

survivors were brought aboard the aircraft at 1130L and J.G. 73 

proceeded to the MEDEVAC hospital at Cam Ranh Bay. Two non- 

combat saves were credited to Capt. A. Stacy, A.C. of Jolly 

Green 73. 

15 Nov: At 0505 local time Jolly Green 65 and 70 were launched 

for the MEDEVAC of a seaman aboard a ilitmanian freighter. Air 

refueling was accomplished enroute by King 27. King 27 also 

dropped smoke flares for J.G. 65 while he was hovering above the 

ship. At 0720L the survivor was brought aboard the aircraft and 

they departed for Cam Ranh Bay. One non-combat save was recorded 

by Capt.. K. Bakke, A.C. of Jolly Green 65. 

17 Nov: At 1256 local time Jolly Green 64 and 77 were 

launched from Bien Hoa, AB, for the MEDEVAC of a seaman aboard 

a German ship. One and one half hours later Jolly Green 64 

established his hover over the ship. A P.J. was sent down the 

forest penetrator to prepare the survivor to be brought aboard 

the aircraft. They departed the area with the injured man at 

1445L for Cam Ranh Bay hospital. One non-combat save was 

recorded by Maj. W. Osley, A.C. of Jolly Green 64. 
3 Dec: At  1035 local time Jolly Green 71 was launched from 

Bien Hoa and told to proceed to Con Son Island. The island was 

located 135 miles to the southeast of Saigon. Weather enroute 

was very low ceilings down to 100' with numerous rain showers. 
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Navigational aids could not be used due to the low altitude of 

the aircraft. The only aid used was thc doppler system 

which performed perfectly. At 1150L, J.G. 71 arrived at the 

island and the patient was brought aboard the aircraft. The 

survivor was MEDEVACED to the MEDEVAC hospital at Long Bien, rvw. 

One non-combat save was recorded by Capt E. Harrow, A.C. of Jolly 

Green 71. 

3 DEC: At 1744 local time Jolly Green 72 and 73 were scramL! ,2d 

for the pickup of a pilot that had bailed out of a Marine A-7. 

The survivor was located 22 Miles out to sea off Chu Lai. At 

1820L Jolly Green 72 entered his hover and made the pickup. 

One non-combat save was credited to Lt Col R. Brown, A.C. of Jolly 

Green 72. 



37 ARRSq History, 	OCT-DEC 1970 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENT #1 

SAVE SURVIVOR'S 	NAME  RANK DATE MISSION 	1w1Mr . :R 

591 	NC C. 	McKenzie SN/RAN 7 Oct 70 0-3-012 

592 NC A. 	Kristiansen NOR. 	NAT. 10 Oct 70 0-3-013 

593 NC H. 	Arneinge NOR. 	NAT. 10 Oct 70 0-3-013 

594 NC UNK RUM. 	NAT 15 	Nov 70 0-3- .018 

595 NC UNK GER. 	NAT. 17 Nov 70 0-3-01" 

596 E. 	Grant SN/USCG 3 Dec 70 0-3-023 

597 W.T. 	Wallace Lt./USMC 3 Dec 70 3-3-0(7 
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At TIEFOhT, STM1Y 03 

1. A successfUlk rescue was conducted on 2 Dec 70 for Stormy 03 A and B. 

The aircraft, an Fh FAC, went dcwn at 0860, 2 Dec 70, approximately 8 

nautical milts east north east of belts. 45 ( 135 $ 35 NM from Channel 103). 

i 	• This report covers theso activi .:ies relating to the SARI forces duting the 

rescue effort. All times are irt Thailand local time. 	! 

2. Stormy 03 was hit by anti-aircraft fire as F. was 	rforming a PAC 

mission on Route 922. As he pals-A Delta 45 heading east, an-:!,her PAC 

Ilan 51, an OV10, saw him pull )i)nd turn notbh west. Ne was on fire and 

shortly after the crew vaned out. The SpADs N./n.0 scrambled from Da Nang 1 
A9 DVN to the scene. The Sandym lere alerted for a 09ro briefing. They 

were scheduled to replace the Smads on scene at their Piro 

3. Spld 11 and 12 were scrambl'Ild at 0P25, got airborm. at 0r1 1 2, 

,proc ,wIPd directly tc thAtrea al :,r -t scene commander. Span 01 arr1 ; 02, 
• 	1 

airvorie at MP, escorted Joll :r Creen 72 and 77 from 7a Nang to the area. 

There were no delays or aborts. rn scene at the time vrre Nail 51, an 

0V10 17AC from VIT; Wolf 06, an 1'4 PAC from ['bon; and XY.CWOWMC Delta Xray, 

'a Covey' F1C from Da_Kang. 5pad 11 and 12 arrived on neene appro:/11.4,teld 

0P50. The Airborne LAR Coordinator wan King 24. Two Army helicopters also 

came t-) aid the 3AR. Their calluirnd were:Dustoff 509, a Ruey Slick, and 

Redskin, a Huey Cobra. Nall 51' replaced Nail 51 at 0915 as on sc036's FAC. 

sandy 01 and 02 were launched Pt 1015 to replace Opad 11, and 12. Sandy 03 
I 	I 

and Oh launched at 1125 to replace 3pad 01 and 02.as escortq. 3an

1 
y. 01 and 

02 arrived in the area at appri . iritely 1130 aryl after the hriefinfi by Spad 

..: 01, assnmed on ncene commander , t 1150. The aircraft and crews are as follrc 

Spad 11 	 Lt Col Robert.  S. Vdams 	56 Sri OLAA 

npad 12 	Ma) Keplin r. 1141t 	1 	 ., 
I CONilitte,P ittg 	M 1 1 	• 
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5. sved U.  and IR Nail 5P, st..tampi to get under the cIoude but ware 

4 

%Wunabla to do so. They continued to aeardh for the survivort wing 

•lectroniccdetaction and had narr6wed thnir location to a small area. 

The Amy heliconbirea had tried to fly under the clouds but could not zet 

all the way to the aurvivrics. Thy 1-1/turnird to Neng Tri to befuel, nick 

up a Junr,11 Penetrator, and r/q.urn, 

6. sandy ot and 02 arrived at 1130 And asMmad On Scene Commandtr at 1150. 

During this time Nail 5R was below the clouds meordhing. The wtather was 

improving and large hole were develiving in the overcant. The ceiling 

had lifted enough to permit some rooil to maneuver under the clouds. Both 

survivors were in good radio contactlwith the Will forces. They sormed to 

be in good spirits,amt in control ,of themstivea, atidsyninjurcd. Nail 58 

h*d located their position but was unsblo to fly over them visually because 

of low clonde in their immediate are. The Army hellicopters, Duatoff-509 

and Redman, returned to the area iy›proximately 1150 and entered the arta 

by flying under tht clouds and down the river from the north east,. Nail 5tt 

spotttd the helicopters and lead to the poaition of the survivors. Dustoff 

509 than spotted Stormy 03 Ss parschute at 1200 and shortly after had a vi*ul 

on thw piietkoc crewmember. iswas picked up st 120n. 'A'wart close enough 
and was 

to see,. the helicopter and then directed it to hte position by radio ?  ,negets4T 

ler idisSo pinktd up at 1214. The hhlthoopters then returned to r4lang Tri 

followed by the Jolly Greene who picked up th. survivors snd ret*.IrneA them 

to Da liang. lAndy 03 and. 04 lecorted'the Jolly qreins to Ouang Tri then 

all four Sandy* returned to UP. ' 1  : 

7. The normal problems of too many tlopl, trying to talk on the radios was 

complicoted by VHF problems $n the King Aircraft. When the ..entlys arrived 

\ 

on scene they war, dalayed ir... 	
i t 
/ 	Ater forces btcause none of ,,I. 

 
,-------- 
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Ciiiii.1001111,rw  • 
the prebriefed frequencies were being 	Suggest that any chanrp.n hot 

immediately forwarded to the SAR ,:;oordinators. Another problem encountered 

was on the FM frequency. 38.96 ie the primary SAR PM frequency. It has 
; 

also been allocated to the Army F,pecial Forces (Heqvy Hook). This needs 

to be checked out and one or tde bther changed. 

/ 
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• " 	
DaNA t Story_ 03 - Alpha/bray* 	 2_Dec_20 

. 	I 
• Ipha. & bravo re3cuc3d safely. 

8 miles ENE Delta 45 XD 915 080 

Call_glan T_. 0 . N_S,,2_kgmill 	. ihri/t_kk 
Spada 11/12 	0348 for 4.0 	j Escort Jolly 72/77 
Spads 01/02 	0842 for 3.9 	i ,' 0n-8cene-commander 
Sandy 01102 	1'37 for 3.2 	, On...scene-commander 
Sandy 03/04 	1 6 for 2.4 	; 'Escort Jolly 72/477 ' 

\ F-4 downed 080, 2 Dec 70 by en 	fire while performing a FAC mission on 
Route 922. Are', apparently free from hostile forces. Mountainous terrain,. 

- average elevation 3606 feet with,Peaks up to 4460 feet. Weather - overcast 
with tops at 5,000 feet and bases tO ground level -prevented early pick-up. .Conditions were broken with bases1460 feet at time of pick-up, , 

, 
i 	 . 

i 	4' 	: Nail 51/Wolf 06 - FACs were in area when Stormy 03 went down. Nail 51 obtain4
0. : ;radio contact with Alpha 

and BraVO'within 15 minute. Nall 58 replaced Na11151' on scene for directing in atrikda.  
Dust-off 509 piCked up Bravo at 12i8L. Alphcked_up_nezt_at 1214L. i ! 

_ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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i , 
A 	d 	. 

Problems /ff.ec.,,,: ,-..,/,./...-... 

	

t-useo._- 	is auslyil 1) King -24 had radio problems, thvs standard 
r - 

Location: 

Sorties: 

Background: 

COM_Ment ss s  

     

a delay of ap  

2) i'l ase 

 

5 miutes. 

   

      

gOency change back to SARCO / or fatly Sandya. 

PK • 
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Spad 01 

npad 02 

Jolly Green 72 

Jolly green 77 

Mail 51 

Nail 58 

Sandy 01 

$andv02 

Seedy 03 

Sehtt 04 

King 24 

Duatoff 509 

Redskin 

Wolf 06 

Delta Xray 	, 

Cant •1ohn; W. Taylor 

; 
lLt Douglass 0. Carmichael 

I 
Cent Joh C.; Craves, CApt 

Cait Leonarci H. Merchant 

Maj nen, Hollingsworth 

Maj 	 Posey 

lLt Richard L. TIrahmer 

lLt 9enlamin P. Petty ' 

Ma j Pettsr 1. Lee 

lit nary 14. ',chaffer' 

(pt Poberts 

111 Allentr.lounm 

; 

WO Steve '400s 
• + 

Capt MacgregOr E. Poll 

lLt William A. Kangas'.  

Capt 1 V811 J.:.n111-0 3  

sOw OLAA 

37 Arms 

ft 

37 ARPS 
ft 

21 TM 

ft 

1 SC3 

ft 

ft 

57 Med Det 101 Air 
born. 

435 TFW 

ft 

21 TASS ? Covey FAC 
Da Mang 

4. The SAP wag in is high ground 024 north east of Delta 45. It was , 

hilly terrain on t6.1 of a plateau. Th4 Average elevation was 3600 feat 

with the hightst at 4460 fee 4-,. A river rune through the area from the 
• 

north tast to mouth west turninr soul thnn back to the east again. The , 	, 

survivors  were clos together on the eiet aide of ths rivsr where ti turns 

south at xn 915 000:. There appeareci ti) be no enemy activity or dsfensts 

in the area but the WI was hampers4 bb7 *sespeategt clouds that completely 
! 

covered the locatiof. of the survivo?e. The tops were 5000 feet and the 

bases below the peaks in the terrain. , 
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Helo 

Helo 

V lc:Warn War .t% zr raL Losses 

I350-11113 Nov 1970  IRF-4C  
1351  120 Nov 1970  tF-105G 
1352 123 Nov 1970 110V-10A-
11-5--I-1. 1   Dec  1970  IF-4E  
1354 112 Dec  1970  F27.—  
1355 112 Dec 1970  jp-T---  
1356 .112 Dec  1970  IF-100D  
i357 119 Dec 1970  Fir-
1358 121 Dec 1970  _1RF 74C  
13_5_911  24 Dec 1970 _FIE-- 

 1360  128 Dec 1970 10V-10A 
1361 12 Jan 1971  J  -4E  
1362  1 3 Jan  1971  _ F-4E 
1363  117 Jan 1971  IF-4E  

1364 1120 Jan 1971 jF-4E  
5151 27 Jan  1971 1F-100D 
1366 II 28 Jan 1971  10V-10A 
1367_131 Jan 1971 10-2A 
1"---36.-0  1 Feb 1971 
13-671  3 Feb 1971  IF-4D  
13-70 11 Feb 1971 1F-4D  
1371J  16 Feb 1971  1F-4D  
1372 j16 Feb 1971-41F-77 
 19 Feb 1971  10-2A  
1374  I20Feb  1971 10-IF  
1375 25 Feb 1971 JF-4D  
nnafri 25 Feb 1971 IIF-4D 

D. I. 	 IN_aj__IFIA  
D. W: 	

_ 	 
imaj 	  F; 

D. L. 	11.Maj 	II3_esc 
)n  J. R. 	air yT. — IF; 
L T. A. 	IFETTPTA 

AOS ilu 	 Ilu   	Fes(  
A-71F--3 lu   	k    FT, 
AOS  ..c.)tz D.  H. 	rapt 1Fe-; 
AOS  iNullis M. M. 	1.1.1t  FT! 
AOS  Ltri----tdy-A.  L. 	IMaj  1KIA 
AOS  ..1§_mith J. L. 	ILa_p_t_Kk 
AOS jWier H. D. 	ICapt  Fi-c 
AOS  'Ayres  J.  H. 	'Mai 	1M 
;7:1Mirrer R. H. 	1Maj  VTA 
VN jWarner  D. A. 	_tapti 
1■41:3 tell  J. M. 	Kai:ft  IKIA 
MB  Kineberger H. B. 	Maj I/IIA  
VN  b_oenninger 	III._.t__ 
MB 	a. rris J. C.  	111 	Lt 	FC-1/7 
AOS  IStanderwick R. L. jLtCol IMIA 
V-InFord M. W. Jr 	Kaptitesc 
AO•  Icox  W. R. 	iLtCol  	 
Aos  IPattillo R. N. 	ilyIaj  MIA  
AOS  Pull J. L. 	lillt 	IIKIA 
VN peacock P. 	II_Lt  1Resc 
VN--iiSomers R. K. 	IiMai IKEA- 

ft W. W. Jr1Lt 	JKJA 

C. T. 	Capt 
 uille G.  B.  ISSgt  _kesc 

D. A.  ii  lita—IResc 
0. 0. FIAT 

W. K. 	pLt 
A. F.  

	rit 
n R. K. 	FA 
an C. W. P.  
Lus Iffi Mal 

otner N. A. 
isenbeisz R. 
lien W. C. 
toskins C. L. 
ernanclez W. 

alley J. S. 

lLt 	JIKIA  
Maj 	 'Rescued 
Capt 	IKIA  
Sgt 	KIA  

Capt JRescued 
1L -t-- 	liRescued 
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