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FALCON 64 BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY

(C) A partially successful rescue was conducted on 12 December
1970 when Falcon 6L Bravo (deceased) was recovered. Falcon 6l, an
F-l, working in support of FAC Kneecap in the vieinity of Lima Site
U6, was hit by small arms fire. After surveying the damage the
pilot decided to make another pass to expend the reamining ordnance.
During the dive recovery the aircraft went into violent maneuvers
and, as a result of over stress or system malfunction, the rear canopy
departed. The GIB (Guy In Back) evidently experienced a communica-
tions failure and thought the aircraft was in a worse condition than
it actually was. His problem was compounded when his canopy was
inadvertently jettisoned. It was assumed that the GIB believed the
pilot was trying to eject him but was experiencing a malfunction of
the ejection system. Regardless of the reasoning, the backseater
initiated his egress procedures and bailed out northwest of Lima Site
U6 and northeast of Lima Site 63 at coordinates UG 897 012,143

(C) The survivor reported that he had suffered a broken arm,
broken leg and was bleeding from the mouth. Although he was down
in an area that was not defended by large calibre anti-aircraft
equipment, there was an abundance of hostile enemy activity which
was an excessive amount of gunfire into the survivor's position and

at the SAR resources.lhh

143. Interview, 56 SPOPSWG Historian, with 2Lt C. Felsenthal, 56 SPOPSWG

Air Intelligence Officer, 12 Feb 71.
14h. Tbid.
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(C) Sandy 03/0l launched at 1112 and proceeded to the objective
position. Sandy 05/06 launched at 1117 and escorted Jolly Green 55/50
to their holding point at 335 degrees, 92 miles off Channel 9. Sandy
03 arrived at 1152 and assumed On-Scene Command from Raven 25 who
had been the first aircraft at the site. Sandy 03 and Ou4 proceeded
to deliver gun supression ordnance near the objective's position and
the survivor stated that the strikes were good but requested they
be brought closer since the enemy forces were very near., FAC Nail
L2 was directing F-li strikes on a ridge 150-200 meters from the
objective's position and one of the fact movers released a short
round which covered the survivor's location. It was not determined
if Falcon 6L Bravo suffered additional injury as a result of this
mistake, 145

(C) In the process of expending all their ordnance Sandy 03
and OL suffered battle damage and turned On-Scene Command over to
Sandy 05. Reserving their own ordnance, Sandy 05 and 06 continued
to FAC fast mover and T-24 strikes into the hostile area. Sandy 05
experienced radio problems and turned command over to Sandy 06 until
Sandy 09 arrived on scene, At this point command was relinquished
and Sandy 05/06 proceeded to escort the Jolly Greens into the pick
up area.lub

(C) Sandy 09 assumed On-Scene Command and encountered problems
with his VHF radio and had to relay all VHF transmissions through

Sandy 10. The two A-1's made several trolling passes and after

1h5.  SARCO Report for Falecon 6l Bravo, 16 Dec 70, Document #LU.

146. 1Ibid.
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determining the area was sterile decided to attempt a pick up. The
smoke aircraft were briefed and an initial pick up attempt was made
at 1440, By this time there had been no voice contact with the
objective for one hour and 45 minutes. Jolly Green 5l hovered over
the objective point for ten minutes with no voice or visual contact.
He was unable to lacate Falcon 6l Bravo and was finally driven off
by ground fire. During his withdrawal Jolly Green spotted the
objective lying on the ground but conditions were to hot for another
pick up attempt at that time.lu?

(C) The area was again sterilized and Jolly Green 60 attempted
another pick up at 1530. This effort was also defeated because the
ground fire was so intense that the helicopter could not go into a
hover over the objective position. Sandy 07 arrived and assumed
On-Scene Command at 1630. He continued to FAC ordnance utilizing F-i
and A-l aircraft. Jolly Green 60 was committed to another pick up
attempt at 1700 but was driven off once again by heavy ground fire.
Additional ordnance was expended on the enemy positions and once
again the area appeared sterile.lmj

(C) A final attempt was made by Jolly Green 60 who hovered
over the objective position while a PJ (para~medic) decended on a
Jungle penetrator, recovered the body of Falcon bl Bravo, and the

two of them were lifted into the helicopter on the penetrator.

Although the objective had been shot by small arms it was not

147. 1Ibid.
148, Tbid.
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ascertained at what point or how he was killed. There had been no
voice contact with Falecon 6li Bravo for more than four hours before
he was picked up. All aircraft returned to base without further
incident. During this SAR effort the 56th Special Operations Wing
generated 12 Sandies, four Spads, six strike and four smoke air-
craft., One strike aircraft aborted for oil temperature and a total

of five A-l's received varying degrees of battle damage.lw

149, Ibid.
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J0th iifisq st, 1 Cotober - 31 Lecember 1970
Jolly Green crew rescued g friendly ground combat force at 16°464%
106°33'E, The weather was extremely poor in the recovery area, however,
thorough briefing and coordination enabled the crew to accomplish the
pickup unspposed. The ground party was recovered using the holst ana
forest penetrator from a 1% foot hover,

Two non-combel saves were recorded after two military personnel
were injured in an suto crash near the Thei village of Hoi 5t on 14 lov-
ember 1970. A Jolly Green crew was scrambled from Udorn HTAFB to the
site. The crew landed in a nearby football field, picked up the injured
personnel, and proccécded to the U.S. iArmy liospital in Bengkok, Thailand.

An imerican G.I. became the third non-combat save of the quarter
after a shooting accident on 12 December 1970. At Q130 hours s heli-
copter was launched from Udorn RTAFB to the Fhitsanulok ﬁirport9 to recov: -
the patient. The injured G.I. was returned to the Udorn hospital for
medical treatment.

(S) On 12 December 1970, Jolly Green forces were deployed to recover a
downed American airerew member at 19°03'H, 10356'E. SiR forces sanitized
the recovery area for more then two hours before a rescue was attempted.
At O7R25Z the first Jolly Green made an gttempl. As the helicopter
approached the survivor, it began taking ground fire from nearby high
karst and simultaneously lost # 1 engine. The Jolly Green exited the
area on its remaining engine. At 10164 a second attempt was made by
lowering a Pararescueman at the site. The recovery was completed 10212,

however, the pllot was dead on pickup,

(S) The following day Jolly Green forces rescued two USAF aircrew

members for the 9th and 10th combat saves of the quarter. The terrain
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in the ares (16°22'N, 1G6°17'E) was Very f1at with one surviver located
on one side of a river snd the second surviver on the other side. BSoth
helicopters sustained wminor battle demspe from small aras fire ou the
rescue attempt. lHowever, both survivors were recovered and reburned to
Hakhen Phanom RTaFB.

(S) On 22 December 1970, a first light rescue and a late afternoon

recovery accountec for the remaining three combat ssaves during tae guarter,

SAR forces from kekhon Phanom HT.FB were launched on a downed pilet
approximately 45 ii southenst of LEP at daybreak. The survivor was
located immediately, and the rescue was completed uncpposed., The same

Jolly Green crew combined to rescue twe sore pilots Lhet efternsen at

169434, 106°CL'E. This time air strikes from supporting aircraft enabled

the helicopter to make & successful recovery, Both pilots were returned

to Udorn HTAFB after e cursory exanination at laihon Fhanom ATAFB,
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SURJECT: SARCO Report for
.’l!..,

| 4 16" Dodembor 1970 -

| ;';p}_.-' |00

ML, * n unsuccessful frescue was co ouctbd on 12 Decomber 19;0 for Falecon
64 B} The alrerart,| an F-4, ?nt debmf af ‘approximatoly; 10 %57 +12 Deccmber
1970} ot VGE97012. This raport‘nn 8|fhose hctivities relpting to the
.Snnd s durinp the rﬂpcue efrorﬁ Amos qr@ in Thuilun 1ocal tima.

'2 balcon 64 wag hit by rround fir@ d a nas vas mnor t expcnd the
rems ning ordnnnco.' During the‘d{vé ¢overy, tho airerafi, went -into
violent manouvers, the rear canopy depk ted the ‘aircraft: o _d TFalcon 64 B
lejocted. Sondy 03/0;; leunched at 11124, Sandy ©5/06 launched: At 1117 and
lescorted Jolly Green 53/50 to a hol&&n - point, 335/92/89: . Sandy 03 arrived
dn the nreca of the Jurvlvor at- 1152 unﬂ ~assuied on scene ggntnand from e
laven 25. The survivor reéported ihdg tﬂ had: 4. broken . 18g,. groken arm, ond .
Was - Blneding from the mouth. Nail f na putting in P-4 .strikes on a
rldge 150-200 metors from the suryivor poaition and one oﬂ tho F=4 pilots
thad- & short round that covered ti{idhr_ vors,gaaitinﬁ (Ate * }+ Sondy 03
land- 04-were delivering ordnanco clo#» tho,.survivor and He-gtated that
it was good, but to bring it clo:}r iegnlige ﬁhe enemy forcdd were 'ver

1clqse to: him. Sandy 03 and 04, having hattlerdamaga andJo dnanca%axp nﬁed,
RUrned the on aoené command to 8 b

dy (Atch 2).
I

E. Sandy 05 and 06 continued to {i jet ﬂnd T-2 strﬁk a, Dué to ratio
hxffieulty Sandy 05 gave the lead S4ndy 06. ‘Sandy 06. odnﬁinued os! lead
ubil, Sondy 09 and 10 arrivedion geeneat wiich time the.load was turned
byver to Sandy 09 (ﬁtch 3)4 Sendy a5 1d 06 ﬁhen e urnbd bo aseorr tha
Jollf Greengs | I { 1 k.‘ ;

A. ' § ndy 09 aasumed on acene comnlon it anprnxihat 1y IABJ' Sandy OL had
‘iven' a comple't.a and thorough briofihg |to Sandy 09, | Sandy 59 lout hiy VHF
radiobnn Sandy 10 relayed all inatrhcdions to the éﬁR forcb. Sﬁndy 09

and 10 m dde nuaerous passes trolling f ' ground fird, Afte 'ascertui ing

' that there was none, the smoke aircr 1 were bpiefed and a Jlckup atteumpt
yaa’ m dei fhe time of the initial p ckup atterpt was "1240. | Theye had beetf
no vo contact with the survivor for approxrmately ont holir’ and 45 minutes.
Jolly, Gréen 55 'stayed in tho hover fbr*at lenatllo ninutes. Bnd was unable
‘o 1oEn the, survivor. Jplly Green:54 vaa Tinally driven 6ff by .grownd = !
fire d |as He was withdrﬁ ng the ‘durvivor was spotted on Uhe ground, but
im va iMpoa iplo to make pnother uﬂte pt atthat time. «'The’ areg was again
‘aterilized snd st 1530 andther 'plckup attempt.wns made by Jolly Greon 60.
‘This pbtémpt 'was also unsuccedsful: dhd Jolly Green 60 wad forced ta withdrow.
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5.- Sondy 07' nssumhd on stene cormeid w; 1630. e’ contlnuhd to put :
ordnance into the area utilizing F—“d ard ARL hdrcrafti Joily Oreen 60
wAag ccmnttted for another pickup nbtompb at 17D0. Jolly Grcpn 60 went
5Hb0 tho hovmr, ppotled the nurvivo1 Hub was; drlvcd of [ by;rronnd fito. i
Ovdnnncn wan agaln putb-oon the poutren gl t.ha pround Tira hnd Jo]]y Groon
6O uEntn attonpted tho! p1ohup.t AL 'an doym:‘on tho punutrntor, piélkod

up tho survivor and was MLted inbo; tHo! Jplly mr-cﬁ on t'nn ponotrator, -
Aftor the purvivor was nboard the Jblly :Grodi;. it was dotelx‘minod tha‘; he -
wag, bnud. A1l SAR forcaa then RTH '(q _ch‘))

b ur.’mg the SAR effortr 12 Sand:,r aik craft Gieke. generated), . four Spad
eir nf ; four mmoke n.irdra.!‘b -aml’fb oLk ‘pdreraft, ,One-ailrcraft
cgir ahortod (Atch 6)s A 'total of, P A=1 #ifcraft received varying
degrees £ battla damag,

R mn-r He: s'roma, I.t Coldnal, USAP 6 “Atch
SAR Lo Statcment - Capt Ewen
24.. Btatement - Conpt Sutto:f«
34 Statemant = Capt Senko . .
4 'Statement = Lt Col .Dunwoody
5¢ "'Sta.tement Maj Lundy

o Flying thedule
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LOth 0L G iiab, ) oftkrr - I ‘cer‘.-'ue\:
Jeliy Uirech crew rescuec a iriendly ground combal force at 167611
106%33'E. The weather wis ewtremely poor in the recovery arc¢a, however,
thorough briefing and cooriiration enavled the crew to sccomplish the
pickup unapposed. The ground party was recovered using the hoist and
forest penetrater from 2 1% foot hover,

Two non-combst saves were recerded after two military personnel
were injured in an suto crash nesr the Thel village of ol hta'on 14 Voye
ember 1970. & Jolly Green crei was scranbled from Udorn nT4FB te the
site. The crew landed in g neardy fogtball field, picked up the injured
personnel, and procccded to the U.5, Army iiospital in Hengkok, Thailand.

in imerican G.I. became the third non-combat save of the querter
zfter = shooting aceldent on 12 Deceuber 1970. 4t 0130 heours a heli-
copter was launched from Udorn iT4FB to the Fhitsanulok &irportg tae reecrv
the patient. The injured G.I1. was returned to thc Udorn houpital for
medical irestment,
(S} On 12 December 1970, Jolly Green forces were deployed o recover o
downied Anerican airerew member at 19003'H, 10356'E. SiR forces sanitized
the recovery area for more tnen tuwo heurs before a rescue was asttempted.
At 07252 the first Jolly Green rade an ettempt. 4s the helicooter
approachec the surviveor, it began taking ground fire from nesvby high
karst and simultanecusly lost # 1 engine. The Jolly Green exited the
area or itg remaining engine. at 101l6i a szecond atbtempt was mads by
lowsring a Pararescueman at the site. The recovery was completed 10212,

howevexr, the pilot was dead on pickup.

(S} The following dey Jolly Green forces rescued twe USAF airercw
vembers for the Gth and iOth combal saves of the guarter. The terrain
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Staff Sergesnt Joseph 5. sStanulumd distingulshed himself by gulluntry
in coumeetion uith ailitury operstions sgainst «n opposing .rmed fores
in Southsast «sis on 12 December 1970. Un that dute, Sergesnt Stanalend
und bis fellow creusembars wvoluntarily subjected themselves to grect
personal risk on three sepurste oocasions in an attempt to resene
aeritically injured .meriesn pilot from heuvily defendsd hostils fer-
ritory. Despite the fast thal two rescue .tltempts had alreqdy been
uborted dus to intense hostile growsd fire, Sergesuant Stunsland, oomp-
letely disregurding his oun perscmal safety, voluntarily descended to
the growsd by rescue holst and suseseded in recovering the inert pllot.
By hie gallantry and devotion %o duty, Sergedant Stunslsnd has reflected
greut credit upon hinmself and the United States alr Perce.
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