
 
 
 

Royal Brown Silver Star 21Nov70 

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 8, 1918 
(amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Silver Star to Lieutenant 
Colonel Royal A. Brown, Jr., United States Air Force, for gallantry in connection with military 
operations against an armed enemy of the United States as an Aircraft Commander in an all-
volunteer joint U.S. Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed 
heliborne assault mission to rescue United States military personnel held as prisoners of war at 
Son Tay prison in North Vietnam, on 21 November 1970. On that date, Colonel Brown led the 
search and rescue element of the helicopter force which attempted to rescue Prisoners of War in 
a bold night raid deep into the heartland of North Vietnam. Although exposed to enemy ground 
fire and surface-to-air missile firings and threatened by enemy aircraft, he provided rescue 
coverage for the entire force. With complete disregard for his own safety, he maintained position 
while the ground party conducted its search for prisoners. Upon departing the objective, he 
successfully evaded all the enemy's sophisticated defenses. Still over enemy controlled territory, 
he responded to a call from a downed fighter pilot and successfully rescued him. By his gallantry 
and devotion to duty, Colonel Brown has reflected great credit upon himself and the United 
States Air Force. 

General Orders: Department of the Air Force, Special Order GB-985 (December 15, 1970) 
 
Action Date: 21-Nov-70 
 
Service: Air Force 
 
Rank: Lieutenant Colonel 
 
Division: Son Tay Volunteer Task Force  
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