









































Ocean-Conquering Copiers Welcoms=

A NANG, Vietnam (AP) —
The lirst  helicopters 1o fiy
across the Pacific Ocean arrived
feve Monday after a aine-day,
g cooepite journey {rom  the
Untted Stirles.

1Y 12 crew members af two
31153 ' Super Joily Green Giant”
nters were greeted with
ishakes, champagne cnd a
itienal dousing by o fire
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Officers said the flisht not

only cut 75 per cent off the time
it normaliy takes to freight air-
craft to Vietnam but the helicop-

ters demonstraied their world-
wide tactical capability.

“We proved

ness,”” said

38.

Spokesmen said that plans are
now bheing made for three move

the concept of
being able to {fly anywhere in the
world and then doing our busi-
the mission com-
mander, Maj. James L. RButera.

HH53 helicopters to fly across
the Pacific in Octobe

The helicopters which Ianded
Monday bepgan their Journev
from Florida Aug. 15, flyine via
air bases in North Dakota,
Alaska, Japan, Okinawa and the
Philtppines,

They were delaved for a day
at Fort Nelson, British Colum-
bia, Canada, for a matntenance
¢heck, and at Elmendorf Air
Base in Alaska by bad weathen

Their lonzest hop was the

1.700-mile transpacific trip from
Shemyva Air Foree Station in the
adeatian Isfands to Misowa A

B3ase. Japan. The trip took 14
hours ard veauired four aerial
refaelings.

The final leg, which took six
hours and 10 minutes, wis made
frenn Clark Air Base in the Phil-
ippines, 917 miles away.

The aircraft were accom-
panied on most of the journey hy
fixed wing refueling planes.












