Ocean-Conqueriing Copiers Welcomad

I*3A NANG, Vietnam (AP} —
Ihe first  helicepters Lo fly
across the Pacific Ocean arrived
nese Monday alter a mene-davy,
a cevenle  qouroey  {rom  the
1 mited Stiles.

[P 12 prew members of wo
ting “super Jolly Green Giant
witers were  greeled  with
ithakes, champagne °nd 3
traditiongl dousing by u fire
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Officers =sald the fliant not
only ecut 75 per cent off the tipe

it hormally takes to freight air-
eraft to Vietnam but the kelicop-

ters demonstraied theirr w i
wide tactical capability

“We proved the concepl

bheing able 1o fly anywhere in Lhe

world and then doing our husi-

ness,” said the mission com-
mander, Maj. James L. Rutera
3B.

Spokesmen said that plans are
now beipg made for rhree mome

HHS3 helicapters ta Iy across
the: Pacific in Qetnber.

The heliopters which Ianded
Monday began  their  Journey
from Florida Aug. 15, flyine via
air bases in North  Daketa,
Alaska, Japan. Okizawa and the
Philtppines.

They were delaved (or 4 day
at Forl Nelson, Brilish Colum-
bra, Canadz, far a matnlenance
cheek, and at Elmendorf Ar
Rase in Alaska by bad weathen

Their iongest hop was the

| i03-mile transpacifis trnip from
shemvya Air Foroe Station in the
Sdeulian slands to Misaws A

Base, Japan. The iLnp taok £
hours and vequived four gorial
refuedings.

The final les, which teak six
Sours pnd 10 minutes, wies made
from Clark Aiy Base in the Phil
ippines, 917 miles away,

The aireraflt were accom-
panied on most of the journey hy
fved wing refueling platies.



