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DATE: 29 JUL 70 	 1 August 1970 

YISSICri NUMBER: 2-3-037-29 JUL 70 (Part 1) 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 24 

LOCATION: 295/64/103, 096/87/89, 058/94/99, UTMI XE 229021 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOBO 20 (A-1) 

SAVES: 1 Combat 

1. (0) King 24 departed Ch 83 at 20302/28 July for a first Light 
effort on Hobo 20 (A-1) whose position had been briefed as 096/87/ 
89 in the immediate vicinity of Ban Karai Pass. Prior to departure, 
King 24 had requested MIG CAP, Iron Hand, and Flint resources for 
the BAR effort from JOHER via telecon. Candlestick 25 (0-123 flare 
ship) was On-Scene Commmmmler (060) when King 24 arrived in the area 
(21302) and had maintained voice contact with Hobo 20 during the 
night. Candlestick 25 reported that the survivor was in good shape 
and refined his position to be 293/65/103. Spad 11 & 12 arrived in 
the area an Sped 11 was appointed 060 at 22002 after a thorough 
briefing from Candlestick 25 and King 24. At 22152 MIG CAP was an 
station (090/70/89) and Iron Hand was enroute. Nail 22 & 57 were in 
the area for FAC purposes and to assist in locating the survivor. A 
discrete frequency of 324.7 was established with Invert and Moonbeam/ 
Hillsborough supplied fast mover resources for strike purposes as 
required. SAR forces used UHF 364.2JVILF 142.75 for primary frequencies 
and nit frequency was established as primary strike frequency. Eastern 
SAR forces were instructed to orbit at 292/534103 and. Western BAR forces 
orbited at 096/75/89. Smoke and Ravish resources were uploaded and held 
available for immediate launch. Due to the extremely hostile environ-
ment, considerable "softening-up" and "gun-killing" strikes were antici-
pated prior to commiting BAR resources for pick-up of the survivor. 

2, (0) Shortly after- first light, the survivor's chute was located in 
the trees at UTM IE 229021. Hobo 20 stated that he had moved apprarL-
mately 50 - 100 meters from his chute. At 2342Z Hobo 20 reported enemy 
movement near his chute and at 2355Z the chute disappeared from the 
trees. Nail 22 & 57 were putting in fast mover-strikes to silencet2OMM, 
37mm, 57Iei and smaller automatic weapons which were firing. Hobo 20 
was instructed to come up on his radio on the hour and half-hour or any-
time he discerned movement in his immediate area. King 27 (in the area 
for tanker purposes) was briefed, along with other SAR forces, to assume 
control of any secondary SAR effort which might develop and to utilize 
UHF 282.8. King 21, on normal western orbit, was also available for 
refueling or SAR purposes if required and was briefed accordingly. 

3. (C) Weather in the area intermittently denied use - of strike resources 
but continuous strikes were made as the weather permitted. The survivor's 
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Strikes continued throughout the morning to silence guns and cut roads. 
King 27 conducted eight air refuelinge (37,500 lbs off load) and re-
covered at Ch 89 for fuel; thence, he returned to orbit for further A/R 
purposes. Sandy and Spad resources were also cycled in and out of Ch 89 
for refueling purposes Nail 22 & 57 were replaced by Nail 46 & 06 at 
00102, Nail 46 & 06 were later replaced by Nail 37 & 36 at 0415Z. 
Chronological use of OSCs- Spad 11 at 22002; Sandy 03 at 00082; Spad 01 
at 0300Z, and Nail 37 at 0415Z (until he could adequately brief Sandy 05 
who then assumed OW). _ 

4. (U) King 26 arrived in the general area at 05002 and after briefing 
by King 24 assumed Airborne Mission Commad (AMC)  responsibility at 
05502. King 30 replaced King 27 as airborne tanker. During King 24s 
tenure as AM the following resources were controlled: 12 Jolly Greens 
(3 of which aborted at Ch 77), 6 Spads, 10 Sandys, 6 Nail PACs, 72 fast 
mover resources and 3 King aircraft. (See listing of resources below.) 
Outstanding and invaluable assistance was received from Invert control-
lers, and Hemlock. All six Nail FACs did outstanding jobs and displayed 
high degrees of professionalism and dedication. 

5. (C) Resources Available or Used: 

SAR FORCES: 
King 24 (AMC) 
King 27 (Airborne Tanker) 
King 21 (Back-up) 
King 26 (Replaced King 24) 
King 30 (Replaced King 27) 

King 27 refueled Jolly Green 30, 
65, 56, 63, 61 (twice) & 50 (twice). 

Mee: 
Nail 22, 57. 46. 06.37, 36 
Waif 04, 03 (Not Used) 

Sandys 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 
08, 09, 10 (Sandy 01 aborted 
due rough engine) 

Spads 11, 12, 01, 02,15, 16 
Jolly Greens 27 (aborted, fuel leak), 

66 (aborted, electrical fire), 
64 (aborted AFCS problems), 

65, 56, 63, 61, 50, 30, 55, 53. 

/MINT: 
D;CTI (E866) 

STRIKE FORCES:(Severai fliihts cycled to tanker and returned.) 
- 

Garlic- I (2 F4s0 MIG- CAP) 	 Wolfpack 21 (2 F4s) 	: 
Garlic 3 (2:74s. expended) 	 Wolfpack 11 (2 F4s, expended) 
Gunfighter Olt' (Z 	 Ifolfpack 41 (2 F4s, expended) 
Newark 1 (2 F105s. expended) 
Remark 3 (2 P10555 - 

 HoIloway 304 (4 A4s) 
Clincher (2 A4s) 
Raccoon 1 (2 F105s, expended) 
Raccoon 3 (2 F105s) 
Scuba 1 (2 F4s) 	 Metric 1 (2 F105s, expended) 
Scuba 3 (2 F48, expended) 	 Metric 3 (2 F105s) 
Welfpack 31 (2 F4s, cycled to tanker Mallard 1 (2 f105s, expended) 

3 times and finally expended PWrs 	Mallard 3 (2 F105s, expended) 
at 05402. 	 Greasy 1 (2 F105s) 

Greasy 3 (2 F105s) 

Rancho 1 (2 F4s) 
Shorty (2 F105s) 
Rancho 3 (2 F4s) 
Oxteam (2 F4s) 
Hatbox 1 (2 F105s, expended) 
Hatbox 3 (2 F105s, expended) 
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Southeast Asia. The SP R task force flew 336 sorties in support 

of this mission. Although the F-4C pilot was not recovered, the 

F-4C navigator, First Lieutenant Woodrow J. Bergeron, Jr., was 

rescued. 

1970 

 

1 Jan 70 	The 39th ARA Wing was activated at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri. 

15 Apr 70 	Major Travis Wofford and Captain Travis W. Scott, Jr., both won 

the Air Force Cross during a rescue operation near Dak Nay Puey, 

Vietnam. Two E-35 were scrambled from Da Nang AB, Vietnam, to 

rescue survivors of a downed U1-1. The first 11-3 to go into the 

rescue area made three attempts, but enemy ground fire downed 

this aircraft, piloted by Captain Scott, who was killed upon 

impact. The copilot, Major Wofford, dragged the other two crew-

men from the burning aircraft. With his bare hands he extin-

guished the flames still burning on their bodies. The second 

H-3 evacuated the survivors of the first H-3 but was unable to 

rescue personnel in the downed UN-i. Major Wofford later 

received the Cheney Award for 1970. 

22 Apr 70 	Brigadier General Frank K. Everest, Jr., assumed command of ARRS. 

30 Jun 70 	Captain Leroy C. 5chaneberg, 40th ARP Squadron, qualified for 

the Air Force Cross as a result of operations on 30 June 1970. 

Piloting an HH-53, Captain Schaneberg and his crew were attempt-

ing to rescue an OV-10 pilot who went down in Laos. Earlier 

attempts by H-3 aircraft from the 37th ARR Squadron had been un-

successful. On Captain Schaneberg's second pass, he reported 

heavy ground fire. The aircraft went out of control and crashed 

about one-fourth mile from the OV-10 crash site. The OV-10 

pilots were later picked up by an 13-3, but there were no survi-

vors from the HH-53 crash. 

13 Aug- 	First Transpacific Helicopter Flight. ARR5 personnel proved the 
24 Aug 70 

possibility of ferrying two factory-issued HH-53s from Eglin AFB, 

Florida, to Da Nang AB, Vietnam, with the aid of ARR5 HC-130 re-

fueling. Intermediate stops were: Minot APB, North Dakota; Fort 

Nelson, British Columbia; Elmendorf AFB, Alaska; Shemya AFB, 

Alaska; Misawa AB, Japan; Kadena AB, Okinawa; and Clark AB, 

Republic of the Philippines. The mission commander was Major 

James L. Butera. 

1 Sep 70 	AHRS helicopters at Luke AFB, Arizona, and Mountain Home AFB, 

Idaho, began participation in the Military Assistance for Safety 
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37TH RESCUES PILOT 
AFTER 18-HOUR ORDEAL 

	
Release No. 428 

TAN SON NHUT AB, Vietnam (MNS) -- An I8-hour ordeal came 

to an end recently as an HH-3E helicopter slipped down through the 

treetops to rescue Maj. Patter (correct) B. Lee. 

The A-1 Skyraider pilot, downed in early morning darkness 

while flying an interdiction mission against enemy supply routes 

along the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos, was lifted uninjured to safety 

by a 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron crew from 

DaNang AB, Vietnam. 

The rescue came after the downed pilot had spent the day hiding 

atop a hill with the enemy as close as 200-300 yanistirom his position. 

Rescue efforts managed from the 7th Air Force Joint Rescue 

Coordination Center here were massive. Fighter and rescue 

aircraft from bases in Thailand and Vietnam flew more than 120 

sorties in the face of ceaseless and incredibly heavy anti-aircraft 

fire in an effort to keep the enemy away from Major Lee. 
CC NIT NI U E 



F-4 Phantoms, F-105 Thtuiderchiefs and A-1 Skyraiders pounded 

enemy locations as forward air controllers (FACs) and rescue 

aircraft patiently performed their job -- waiting for just the right 

moment to get in and pick up the downed airman. 

Finally the Jolly Green, piloted by Maj. George C. Hitt, began 

to move toward the pilot. Major Hitt followed the Skyraklers who 

were laying down smoke. 

"It was the most beautiful sight in the world," Major Lee said 

of the Jolly Green which finally came in and lowered its jungle 

penetrator. 

"It was almost like driving down the LA freeway with a white 

center line," Major Hitt explained. "We dropped over the next 

ridge and there was the red smoke from Major Lee. We dropped 

right down on him," he said. 

The flight engineer, SSgt. Joseph Vai, said, "We held in a hover 

and lowered the penetrator. We were in and out with no problem. 

We did receive some small arms fire on the way out but nothing 

serious." 

Then it was all over and Major Lee seemed scarcely disturbed. 

He commented in retrospect, "I believe that the mission of the pilot 

in Southeast Asia is enhanced by the fact that if he knows he is hit, 

like I was, his chances of rescue are very, very good. 

"I felt sure I would be rescued. 

And thanks to the teamwork and courage of the men of the 3rd 

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group -- he was right! 
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"We always plan for the worst and hope for the 

best." That's the understated philosophy of Seventh 

Air Force's Joint Rescue Coordinating Center, 

located at Tan Son Nhut Air Base in South Vietnam. 

Here's a special report on one of the hairy but 

successful rescue missions chalked up 

by the JRCC, the men who ... 

SEARCH 
AND 

SAVE! 
By Capt. Robert L. Hiett, USAF 

It was a pretty bad place to be bailing out. I tried 
to steer the chute to a point that would get me further 
away. 

"I knew that my wingman did not know whether 
I had bailed out or not, so I was trying to get my 
survival radio in operation when I actually hit the 
ground. along the side of a hill about 1,500 feet above 
the riser. -  

As the pilot called on his survival radio to his 
wingman, a quick jolt went through the Joint Rescue 
Coordinating Center (JRCC), and a massive opera-
tion was launched. 

The JRCC, located in the Seventh Air Force com-
mand post at Tan Son Nhut, is the coordination center 
for all US Air Force rescues in Southeast Asia. Its 
commander has ready access to anything and every-
thing that would be needed to carry out a fife-saving 
rescue. As soon as notice was received that the pilot 
was down, the JRCC swung into action. 

'Aircraft were scheduled to complete a 'first-fight' 
pickup—meaning that at dawn the rescue craft would 
move into the area," explained U. Col. Clyde B. Routt 
of Tacoma, Wash., MCC commander. "Meanwhile, 
one plane was kept in the air over the pilot to make 
sure that he was alive and uninjured." 

In the rescue center, intricate details were worked 
out as to when and how each aircraft would be used. 

Normally, one or more HH-3 Jolly Green Grant 
helicopters, escorted by several A-I Skyraiders, are 
sent in to save a downed airman. Forward air con-
trollers (FACs) circle the area to direct air strikes 
against enemy positions that may try to hamper the 
rescue. 

High above the scene. HC-1 30 Hercules aircraft 
circle to provide air refueling for the thirsty Jolly 
Greens. The Hercules is also used as a flying command 
post, relaying radio communications. 

R ESCUE efforts for downed flyers in Southeast Asia 
are massive, Ask Maj. Fetter B. Lee of Seattle. 
He can give you a firsthand testimonial. 

Major Lee's A-I Skyraider was shot down in July 
while on an interdiction mission along the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail in the Laotian panhandle. He was forced 
to spend eighteen long hours hiding and waiting for 
one of the big helicopters of the 3d Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group to reach down from the sky 
anti pluck him to safety. 

"We were on a strike mission interdicting the 
enemy's supply route when I was downed," Major Lee 

explained. We had five trucks cornered, and I had 
begun my last pass. As I was pulling out, I took two 
37-mm hits. It must have sawed off the tail of my 
aircraft. My wingman reported that my aircraft was 
on tire Nvhen I ejected at 4,000 feet. 

"I tried to tell my wingnmn that I had been hit, 
but my radios also had been knocked out. I went 
ahead and pulled the egress handle, which jettisoned 
me from the airplane. I was fired out of the airplane, 
the chute opened. and everything went normal. 

"As I was coining down in the chute," he continued, 
"I noticed the river in the moonlight down below me. 

IA. Col. Clyde B. Roan. Commander of Seventh AF's Joint 
Rescue Coordinating Center, checks the location of the 
•louned pilot, and sets in motion a massive rescue effort. 



Launch times for the aircraft ssere planned so that 
strikes would be available on a continuous basis 
throughout the day. Holding patterns were set to keep 
the swarm of aircraft from crashing into one another. 
Holding areas were designated where the "fast movers" 
—jets—could wait until they were directed in by the 
FACs. Time over target had to be computed for each 

Two JRCC controllers, Maj. Engem. J. )lieltalski and TSv. 
El 	E. Bier, follow 	progrri.. of the Illi,i4LP11. The 
JIBIC coordinatt ,. all l'SAF erscue mod. in Smith Vietnam. 

aircraft so that a steady barrage of bombardment on 

enemy positions could be kept up all day if necessary. 
"We always plan for the worst and hope for the 

best," Colonel Routt said. "We recognized right away 

that he was in a very vulnerable position. It was going 
to be a difficult rescue problem." 

An hour before dawn, the plan was aid out. There 
was nothing else to do in the .112CC but watch and wait 

as the Jolly Greens and A-1s took off and headed to-
ward Laos, where they would do their work. 

Major Lee. meanwhile, had readied himself for the 
ordeal that was ahead of him. 

"Knowing I was in a dangerous position with enemy 

troops around." he said. "I climbed uphill to get as 
high and as far away as possible from the place where 
I had landed. 

"I got up to a place where I would be covered by 
bushes, trees, and the undergrowth of that particular 

area. This would make it difficult for the enemy to 
find me. 

dug myself a little pit in the ground and hid." he 
said. From then on. the FACs were overhead talking 
to me every half hour. 

"In the distance I heard gunfire and voices in 
English telling me, 'American pilot, you're surrounded. 
Surrender!' Of course, being that far away, I knew 
they didn't know where I was. I just stayed well hidden 
and didn't expose my position at all. 

"I would lot the air controllers know what I heard 
and saw on the ground, and they would let me know 
what was going on as far as the search and rescue mis-
sion was concerned," he said. 

"Of course, with my particular mission, flying A-1s, 
(Continued on following page) 



Time often is the critical 

element in the race between 

helicopter creos and the 

enemy to reach a downed 

airman. The crews of the 

IIII-3s and IIII-33s are 

among the most shot-at Ten 

in Vietnam. Their treetop- 

level Il i is,ioIis into enemy- 

held territory require an 

incredible amount of training, 

guts, and dedication. 

In long41 	tion ilearch-and-sase missions. the IIC-130 	stays in the rescue area to refuel the choppers, and Ilereuln i an in 	member of the it.atti. It 	doubles as a fl,ing command post to control the mission. 

we do a lot of search and rescue missions ourselves. 
I was fully aware of what was going to take place as 

far as the search and rescue mission went. This made 
it easier for me. because I knew what time they were 

getting up. what time they would brief, approximately 
what time they would get overhead and what pro-
cedures they would use to silence enemy positions. 

"I felt sure I would be rescued." he added. 

No one else was as conlident. Instead of bringing 
it quick rescue, dawn brought overcast skies. 

The first half of the day was frustrating for us 
because of the /ow cloud cover." Colonel Routt ex-
plained. 

Everyone was waiting: FACs, A- Is, "fast movers, - 
 Jolly Greens, and the big HC-130. which acted as the 

Hying command post. Because of the delay due to 
weather, planes were shuttling back and forth between 
their bases and the rescue location. Finally, about 
11:00 ion.. the sky began to clear, and Capt. Jim 

Richmond of Blanket. .Fex.. a forward air controller  

with the 23d Tactical Air Support Squadron at 
Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, 
was ready to go to work. 

Major Lee explained the procedure. "Seeing gun 

positions from the ground was fairly easy because I 
was close to them. I had a compass with me. A gun 

would lire. and I could take a compass beating on it 
from my position. I could describe to the forward 
..iir controller where I was, so that he could take 

fix from my position to where the guns were. Then 
he could pick up the gun position and guide the 
lighters in to make their strikes." 

Captain Richmond began by putting in ten jets 
Jgainst the enemy gun positions. This pounding con-
tinued for several hours. Later in the day, Capt. Fred 

Parrott of Indianapolis, an OV-10 Bronco pilot, ar-

rived on the scene. "More strike aircraft were just 
starting to get there," he said. "I took over and marked 
he enemy positions." 

And then, late i 11 the afternoon, Maj. John C. 



Maj. Fetter IL Lee, left. the 

downed pilot, talks with Maj. 

John C. Waresh. on-seene 

commander of the rescue 

mission. Both fit A.I Sky- 

raiders, which figured p llllll 

nently in saving Major Lee. 

The A-Is normally operate 

in coordination with jet 

fighters to protect rescue 

helicopters and to keep 
enemy troops away from 

downed airmen. 

Waresh of Minneapolis, the on-scene commander, de-
cided it was time to attempt the rescue. An HH-53 
Jolly Green from the 37th ARRS at Da Nang Airfield 
was ready for the task (see front cover). 

"Arriving over the area," explained Maj. George 
C. Hitt, of Wellington, Kan., the aircraft commander. 
"I observed at least a half dozen A-1 Skyraiders 
bombing and strafing enemy gun positions. There 
were also several F-4 Phantoms and F-I05 Thunder-
chiefs. All these fighter-bombers did an outstanding 
job of 'sanitizing the area; otherwise it would have 
been impossible for us to get near the downed pilot." 

Major Waresh ordered smoke bombs dropped to 
act as a screen for the downed pilot. Waresh knew that 
if Major Lee had to spend another night on the 
ground, there was a very good chance he would 
not be there the next morning. 

"After a very thorough briefing on the situation, we 
started our run-in on the downed pilot," explained 
Major Hitt. He was located at the end of a valley 
between a high ridge and a river. We started our 
approach about two miles out. On our left was an-
other high ridge, with the river on the right. 

We knew there was hostile fire on both sides of 
us, so A-I fighter aircraft accompanied us up the 
valley, bombing and strafing to suppress the enemy 
guns. Other A-Is put down a smoke screen on both 
sides of us. One of the A-Is dropped smoke flares for 
us to follow up the valley. It was almost like driving 
down the Los Angeles freeway along the white center 
line. As we cleared the ridge at the end of the valley, 
the flight engineer saw a smoke flare released by the 
trapped pilot," Major Hitt added. 

"There he is!" shouted SSgt. Joseph J. Vai of 
Rutherford, N.J., flight engineer on the rescue heli-
copter. 

We held in a hover," Sergeant Vai explained, and 
lowered the penetrator." The crew hoisted Major Lee 
aboard with no problems. 

"We did receive some small-arms fire on the way 
out, but nothing serious," Sergeant Vai recalled. 

And so it was all over—almost as suddenly as it 
had begun some eighteen hours earlier. A sigh of 
relief spread throughout Seventh Air Force. 

We each felt a sense of fulfillment in saving that 
one man's life," Colonel Routt explained—END 

All's well that ends well. 

Eighteen hours after he was 

shot down over hostile terri-

tory, Mat. Fetter Lee is 

welcomed at Nakhon Phnom 

Royal Thai Air Forte Base 

with the traditional hosing 

down. The team of FACs, 

A-I., "fast movers," heli-

copters, and I1(1-130s, closely 

coordinated by the Seventh 

AF JRCC., has brought home 

another pilot. 
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K.-TVG-56-M 
Jul-Sept/0 Iiiiii111.0101111111110 

EVASION, AW Ri./COVIRY REPORT 

RECOVERED IfIDIVIDUAL 

PART I - BZEGROUND 

NA1E: Fetter B. Lee 

GRAV.'.: Major 

TYPE AIRCRAFT:  A-11I (Eob0,20 	 d 2491 55 

CREW POSITION.  Pilot 

EXPERIENCE IN ACFT:  330 Hours 99 Combat missions 

SURVIVAL/8&E TRAINING:  Arctic Survival School, Ladd AFB; TAG Sea Survival 

School, Homestead AFB; USA. Survival School, Fairchild AFB; PACAF Jungle 

survival School, Clark AB; Theater IGdoctrination Briefing, Nakhon Phanom 

RTAPB. 

SURVIVAL/E&E EQUIPMENT:  Standard vest s  plus  two extra radio batteries, one 

ter bottle, and a personal survival kit containing fishhooks, line, pins, 

anolwaterproof matches. 

PREMISSION BRIEFING:  On 28 July 1970, Hobo 20 and 21 flight was fragged 

as an armed reconnaissance miasion in the Steel Tiger operating area. 

They were briefed on safe areas enroute and in the target area, enemy 

defenses, E&E code letters, and the CBU-30 codeword. Authentication data 

were on-file. 

CIRCUMSTANCES IFADIRd TO INCIDENT:  On 28 July 1970, Hobo 20 launched from 

Nakhon Phanom RTAFB as lead aircraft of a two ship formation. They were fragged 

as a night armed reconnaissance missioa to the Juliette Sector of Steel Tiger, 

with instructions to contact the FAG Candlestick 23. This FAG had no targets, 
. ■ 

and Hobo flight was directed to hold on the 120/50 off Channel 89. Nail 81 

reported sighting five trucks in the Foxtrot area near Delta 22, and Moonbc m 

*S. PLII.al A 

r — 
SERVICE N0:111a 7;  



diverted Hobo 20 and 21 to the Nail for 'Itrike. Maj. Lee described 
• 

the circumstances as follows: 

1  "We could see the target clearly, and expended all of, our napalm and 

M-36 1 s on the trucks, destroying one. Some Navy fastmovors then checked in 

with only a small amountof play time, so we moved out while they :combed 

thb -..arget. After they completed . their attack, we went back to finish 

expending our CBU-14 and 20 MM. I was hit on my third strafing pase." 

PART II: DESCRIPTION OF EVOCENCX 

Maj. Lee described the emergency as follows: "While pulling but from my 

third strafing pass I was hit by two 37 MM shells, one in the right 'wing and 

one in the aft part of the fuselage. This Wub at approximately 2356 local. 
1 

I was in a turn at the time, heading east at about 140 knots airspeed, 

climbing through 5500 feet. The airplane bucked from both hits, •  and pitched 

down. I tried to contact my wingman on the radio, to tell him I. was hit and . 	. 

bailing out, but the radio was dead. I had no control over the eleVators or 

rudder, it seemed as if the cables were broken. As I passed through 4500 futat, 

I locked the shoulder harness, jettisaied the canopy, and pulled thb . extraction 

boahl.a." Maj Lee bailed out at 4B' 	228020 (171215N - 1060915W). . 

PART Illt EJtCTION/BAILOUT  

Maj. Lee described his extraction au follows: "My body position was 

not the best, as I was looking down at the extraction handle rather. than 

having my head- back. Helmet and oxygen mask were on, chin strap fastened, 

with the visor up. The helmet stayed on during extraction. There was no 

tumbling and the effect - f windblast was alight. I was pulled straight up .a.1 

out of the aircraft (Yankee Extraction System) with the chute deployment bei:; 

automatic. I was still holding on to the extraction handle with both hands 

after the chute opened; this probably prevented my arms from flailing. Thorn 

was some oscillation, but not much. 

2 
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ilA 
IMaintained orientation at all timea and could see both the river and my 

aircraft going down, and since I was drifting toward the'river I made the 

four-line cut. The descent took from one to one and one-half minutes. I 

thought I was much higher than I actually was, so I decided to start my beeper 

transmitting to let my wingman know I had bailed out. I opened the vest 

pocket to make sure the radio was set in the beeper position, and this is 

when I touched down. I couldn't sae the ground. As I touched I lsnded on 

my feet, pitched forward slightly and, caught myself on the side of a steep 

hill with my hands. I did not fall down at all. As I pitched forward the 

radio fell out of the open vest pocked" and I lost my two spare radio 

batteries which were also in the pocket, although I didn't discover this 

loss instil later. The radio itself was tied to the vest with a lanyard. 

hI did not deploy the seat pack. r 3.1seding was very ,xmooth, in fact , 

it snrprised me. I sustained no injurieb wuringellitraction,'descent, or 

landing. During the extraction, I lost my water bottle from the pohket of 

my flying suit, as I bad failed to zip the pocket closed after removing 

a may from it. I also lost 'some pencils and pens from the pencil pocket " 

FART IV: INITIAL ACTION ON GROUND 

Maj. Lee described his initial actions on the ground as follows: "As soon 

as I got on the ground, while I still had the parachute harness on, I picked 

up Lae radio and called my wingman. After establishing coatuct I tOld hlm I 

was OK, and he told me to head away from the chute and hide. I said I would call 

back in fifteen minutes. I had removed my helmet and placed it ht'my feet so 

I could talk on the radio. I must have moved around a bit as I had some 

difficulty finding it after I got out of my chute. 
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I would say I was still in a state of shock at that time, and I would 

pass on to anyone who has a wingman shot down that the first words he says 

to the survivor can be most important, as at this point he will do exactly 

what you tell him to do. You might just step by step help him out, 'tell 

him to get out of his chute and find a hiding place. 

"As I got out of my chute I knew I wanted to get away from the river 

and the road (912B), and move in a southerly direction up a ridge. I 

started climbing uphill on all fours to make sure I didn't go running off 

a cliff. I moved for approximately 200 yards. This took about two hours, 

a stop every fifteen minutes to contact my wingman. I used the ear-Piece to 

keep the radio noise down, all during the night and next day I found thi- ta 

be r -tremely helpful in my communications, especially when there was oranan - 

going off or airplanes flying overhea t 

"I dug in on top of the ridgoline Most of the vegetation in the area 

light to heavy brush, no trees. Nothing was higher than five or . siZ feet. 

I had taken with me my vest and helmet, leaving the parachute and seat pas"' 

behind. About half way up the ridge'I stopped to make a radio call, and I 
propped my helmet against a log. When I reached to pick it up„ it rolled 

down the hill and I decided not to go back for it. I figured it wouldn't 
g• ye 

away the direction of my travel as it landed near my chute. 

"Mosquitoes, flies and ants were a problem, and it was quite dry. with no 

squrces of water visible. I had no injuries other than a small scratch on 

the forehead sustained while climbing up the ridge. 

"There was enemy activity all around. When I got to the top of the ridge 

and dug in, things were quiet for quite a while and then I heard voices and 

talking from what I found out the next moring was a gun position to tne north-• 

easi of me. Later on I heard trucks rolling into the area; they seemed to be 
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laboring under quite a load, and knowing that the terrain was fairly 

,flat along the river bottom they were probably pulling a load or bringing 

exi .- guns in. I also heard a tracked vehicle which came in the area or 

wa. taken off a flatbed, aria it sounded like it was digging or poe'Sibly 

making a gun emplacement. I was not able to conceal myself as well as 

I would have liked, the cover was quite sparse. Consequently I was quite 

worried about the enemy troops. I got into an area of brush where, if the 

enemy approached, I could see the brush moving from quite a distance away 

and move to one side or the other of a small hill and possibly stay out 

of sight. During the flight I heard shouts and gunfire from perhaps k to 

1 mile away, well up on the other side of the ridgeline. the closest that 

any of the enemy troops got to me . wr a when they found' my parachute. I 

could hear that, but notsee it, the aext morning. I could hear excited 
1 

voices when they found the chute; t ey immediately fanned out and started 

_Ang their guns in the brush. At flue time I heard a voice in English 

say 'American Pilot you're surrounded, give yourself up'. That wis the 

only time I heard it. They never actually came up the ridge where .I was, 

but at one time during the bombing of the gun positions the troops came up 

the hillside just to get away from the bombing itself. 
• 

"Having flown over the area I knew the `.1.AR was going to be difficult, 

possibly lasting two or three days. For this reason I started using the 

radio less and less, so that the batteries would last longer." - 

PART V: SAR OPERATIONS  

Maj. Lee described the SAR operations as follows: "At 0430 loCal they 

were on their way i and at 0445 locrl they were overhead. My contact during 

the day was with the Nails rather than the Sandy lead, as they were working • 

(..er frequencies. 
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‘ko ,u4L 	.4;4. uA .4A 

'Evidently guns had horn moved into the area during the night, as there 

were four 57 MM gone directly in froht of me, firing single rounds with a 

large muzzle blast, while the 37 MM:guns were firing clips of four or seven 

rounds. The 23 MM guns were quite evident further on down the line, sound-

ing like machine guns. By using my lensatic compass I could get a bearing on 

td -_e guns directly in front of me, and pass the information to the Nails 

whba they fired. It required an average of four heavy strikes on each 

position to silence the guns, and even more for those in caves. I. had a 

problem differentiating between gunfire and delayed 0130 going off and also 

between the NJ° amoke rockets fired by the Nails to mark targets and 37 P2i 
; 

guns firing. About one o'clock in the afternoon small arms and automatic 

weapons began firing at all the airciFft  as they came through. About 1500 

local all the big guns seemed to be 

ground to take care of the mull 

The A-l's worked the top of tho ridf0 to the south of me, and the fastmovers 

came in with CHU and worked the ridge on the north side of the river, and 

very effectively silenced the rest of the small arms fire. At anproximately 

16".:.1 local the pickup attempt began when the smoke screen was laid down on 

bgth sides of me, forming a corridor for the chopper to reach my position. 
• 

The Jolly Green came into view about 150 meters away, when he same over the 

:ridge. I got into radio contact with, him at this time, and popped my s=ke. 

guided him in by radio to a hover. about 20 feet from my position, then 
“ 	: 

walked to the penetrator and got on. I ab, --doned my parachute and seat 

pack on scene." 

PART VI' DEB1UEFIA0 OfFIGLa I S COMMv4.2  

INone 
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cnd oatsur:_ty search 	 .ccsaertairl:tz that 

the area was void of ency.ly activity, he 	 era-. 	'T: tab 

smoke, and vectored the Jolly Green into position over Dipper 01 

Alpha. When the 8onetrator was raised after a sufficient time lapse, 

Alpha was not on it. 

(C) The pick-up for Bravo was then completed without incident. 

(0) The On-Scene Commander faced a difficult decision at this 

point. It was highly possible that Alpha had been captured and the 

enchy was laying a trap to inflict losses on the SPR forces. The 

A-is went into d d-ic.y chain fortatior, she Jolly Green returned to 

Alpha's position, ard a pararescue team was lowered for a ground 

search. 

(C) The team quickly located 'Una and discovered he was severly 

injured. There was obviou,, 'ama- -o 	7 e,- and bask and he Was 

unconscious. The Jolly Green disp7 ny'd outstanding ail-carship by 

hoverin7 	 s4H11 for- thirty -rsv- Lrue wbile the rescue 

was accomplished. 

(C) The area ..ras frac of hostile forces and t'r . e only reasOnable 

explanations of Aloha's injuriez was th.t, peric calascd hn 4- 0 

the penct-ato- rd 2 - 11 off a cliff; or teraaps, he was hiding La a 

tree and vas blo-an c2'8 or fall or or to initial apptcach of the 

Jolly Green. 

(C) On 29 July 1970, a successful S.LR for Hobo 20 was con4ucted:2  



39 

Hobo 20 was the lune 	2 a tus ship strfla formation. 1-1z was 

downed at 2356 L I  23 July 1570 ;  b)y.  en343y 37 Pia/doter ?SA fire wcja 

strild_rig hostile supply trucks at XE 225 015, one of the most heavily 

defended -route segments, of the Steel Tiger theater. 

(C) Cnce again, plans and nreparations were made for a first 

light effort. 56t.11 Special Operations Wing resou2ces consisted of 

eight Spad sorties from DnNangs ten Sandy sorties, (four gas sorties, 

and sir -yoke sorties) all from Yekhon Phanom. 

(C) The survivor recognized the landing area to be exceptionally 

darverous and spent his first to hours on the ground crawling and 

climbing away from his parachute landing site. he was able to main-

tain radio contact with a night Foruard kir Controller who kept the 

survivor advised of rescue efforts. During the night, Hobo 20 heard • 

large scale enemy activity, trazd loads of troops ard supplies to 

prepare for the motninj recovery efforts. The survivor 4•ina2ly located 

a suitable hidins plake and 1,3,ddcd. cic3r, for the nifat. 

(C) With first light, the SAH forces were in the area, but the 

weather was co 	letoly undercast knd unwo.:kable. kbott 1000 L the 

sky began to clear and fast roving bircraf vers called in t3 str:ca 

the enemy gun positions. The deSunsbn ef the area were exceptionally 

heavy, running the 	narne 7 "0:' S ?rtLa.1 azen to 57 millimeter kikk, 

Strikes on these Positions continued most of he afternoon, 

(C) Sandy 11 was the On-Scene Commander and sustained battle 

114111•Nargire'  



dama:,3 durrir 	 shet, 	 “n the 

to diroct the i.Lflrf centinuous potndir.r of enezry 1.4ositichs, 

and with daylight d1minib 4-g, candy 11 decided to attempt an initial 

pick-up, -Ha directed fora- A-Is to deliver area denial and personnel in 

capacitating orinance around the survivor. Smoke was then d?/5.vered 

to providn a -c-non: for the helicopter run in. All available aircraft 

then provided suppressive fire tie.' the Jolly Green was directed per-

fectly into position and Hobo 20 successfully extracted at 1725 L. 

(C) On 28 truly, Opai : 01 arid 02 were scrambled frua grourd aDort 

posture at DaNant to conduct an armed escort mission. The aircraft 

departed at 2130 L and proceeded enrouto to the assigned area. Approxi-

mately 60 MM from DaNang while flying at 6,500 feet, OPad 02 flown by 

Major Otis C. Morgan experienced a propeller regulator croblem.• filter 

attempting noznal corrective action, he jettiooned his external stores 

and started a retunn to base. He was unable to maintain ait'tude nnd 

was forced into a shallow diva 3  

(C) About 50 riles from DaNang, Major Morgan realized he -:.ould 

be unable to land and elected to fly the disabled A-1 to the coact 

ard eject over the wator. As Ocad 02 reached aa altitude of 2,500 

feet, :Thad 01 advised 02 to abandon the airoraf':. MaLlor Morgan 

jettisoned the canopy, but his extraction syotoe failed. Spad 01 

began reading the manual bail out procedures, but Major Morgan's 

aircraft entered a steep right bank and impacted the ground in 

• 	
2.1 c■ 4l!O aUd. 	z L 



sessie F2 v4, 	̀Thad C2 remained over the sceno, After determining 

the area was secure s  Jolly Green 64 rescue helicontor recovered the 

remains fmon The downed aircraft:"5  

1st Saacial rsoretloes squadron: 

(S) The mission of the ist Special Operations Sqnsdron wqm to 

provide direct and close air sunport to all ql'ied groind forces in 

southeast Asia and to accomplish such other missions as directed by 

higher headquarters. Specifically, these missions included air cover 

and close air support for ground operations, direct air strikes on 

tactical, targets, escort for special. missions ., armed reconnaissance 
26 and search and rescue. 

(S) The quarterly flydmg +ire accumulated by the Hobos was 

2,730.8 	darino,  1,002 sorties. This total reflected an an- 
. 

usual 1,730 laying hour decrease over the tProviorr three month period, 

The actual sortie completion total was from a scheduled 1,674 sor- 

ties in the Shyraldef aircraft. Bad , set+em ascot-sited for the majority 

of sorties cancelled. 

(S) Tho 	attilsa rob j. the 	jj.s discontinucd 	°a 

17 itL:ust, for an indefinite period. Gfler, 18 nisht Mi3SiCrlS 

were flown dnrin: -the reraindar or the otter. 

(S) The deactivation of the 22nd Onocial Operations Squadron 
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30 April 2002 

Mr. Robert LaPointe 

7440 Margaret Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99518 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to purchase your history of 1 1.15 In Vietnam. It is 
great to see that someone has been motivated to chronicle the selfless deeds of such a uniquely 
heroic and exclusive group. 

It was my honor and privilege to serve as C.O. of the 40 ARRS at Udom, Thailand (Aug 
67-Aug 68). This unit introduced the HH-53B to its initial combat role. I am glad to say that we 

suffered no losses of aircraft or personnel, despite working out the bugs in a new bird, while 
simultaneously performing upgrade training and flying combat missions. Without question, we 
had great 111.15 whom I considered to be the cream of the crop. Great guys, one and all, and I hope 
to see them recognized in the book. 

I will be looking forward to reading this special history, and reliving some great 
memories. 

Sincerely, 

\ 

1,./ James M. Dixon 
Lt Col USAF (Ret) 

thly 	j(13 ‘. 12.  



MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT 

DATE: 30 July 1970 

MISSION MEIER: 2-3-037 29 July .  1970 

FLIGHT DESIGNATION- Jolly Green 30 (HH-3E) and Jolly Green 65 (BH-530) 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Hobo 20 (A-1 USAF) 

LOCATION: 17°12'M 106°10 1 E 

SAVES: 1 Combat Save 

1. (C) The 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron was notified of a 
first light effort for Hobo 20 at 02003 by Queen. At 0445H Jolly Green 30 
(low) and Jolly Green 64 (High)(HH53) launched from Channel 77 enroute to a 
holding area 292/50/103. Sped 11 and 12 (A1H's) launched, approximately 5 
minutes later to proceed to the area and assume on scene command. Spada 01 
and 02 (A-1H' s)launched to escort Jolly Green 30 and Jolly Green 64 to the 
area. At 0525H Jolly Green 64 aborted due to ABCS amplifier problems. Jolly 
Green 30 and Spada 01 and 02 proceeded to hold feet wet off Channel 103. At 
0725H Jolly Green 30 and Seeds 01 and 02 landed at Channel 69 to refuel. 
Jolly Green 30 laimched from Channel 69 at 075511 after refueling and was join-
ed by Jolly Green 65 who had been launched as a replacement for Jolly Green 
64. Jolly Green 30 and 65 proceeded to hold feet wet off Channel 103 until 
being directed to return to Channel 69 to assume ground alert. Jolly Green 
30 and 65 landed at Channel 69 at 08553. After refueling, Jolly Green 30 
and 65 launched for the SAE area at 0955H, and arrived in the orbit 295/511 
103 at 1115H. At approximately 1215H Jolly Green 30 lost the UHF radio and 
notified King 24 (HC-130P). At 12453 Jolly Green 30 and 65 departed the 
orbit, escorted by Sped 01 and 02 0  having been directed to proceed to Channel 
89 for repairs. Ehmoute to Channel 89 both Jolly Green 30 and Jolly Green 65 
air refueled with King 27 (30-130P), then landed at Channel 89 at 1345H. 
After completing repairs, Jolly Green 30 and Jolly Green 65 were directed to 
launch for the Se area and were airborne from Channel 89 at 1555a. Enroute 
to the area, escorted by- Sandy- 15 and'16 (A-1H 1 s), Jolly Green 30 and 65 
rendezvoused with Jolay - Green 50 and 61 (HH-53's) and King 30 (HC-1302). 
After topping- Off all tanks,'Jolly-Green 30 and 65 accompanied by Sandy 15 
and 16 and Jolly Green 50 and 61 proceeded to the SLR area and began holding 
at 100/90/89. At 1810H Jolly Green 30 was given a briefing on the area and 
told to prepare for a picknp attempt. The briefing was completed and all 
checklists completed. The tips were dropped at the DP and called away. At 
1840H Jolly Green 30 descenped to treat', level and began a run in on a 
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heading of 290°  at 120 - 125kts. The run in was marked extremely well by 
smoke rockets and the Sandies were providing suppressive fire. As Jolly 
Green 30 reached the last smoke we began to slow down and were advised the 
survivor was over the next ridge. Upon topping the ridge, the survivor's 
smoke was spotted by the Pilot and Flight Engineer, and the survivor advised 
he was a little to the left of his smoke. A steep approach was made down the 
ridge and a hover of approximately 30 feet was entered directly over the sur-
vivor. The penetrator was lowered directly to the survivor with only minor 
hover corrections being needed. The survivor quickly strapped in and was 
lifted clear of the ground. After the survivor was almost at the aircraft 
some oscillation developed and the survivor struck the aircraft, but was 
uninjured. He was quickly brought aboard by the Flight Engineer and Para- 
rescue Technician. An immediate right turn was made and a maximum performance 
takeoff was made over the ridge and egress was made out the same route as the 
run in had been made on. On the way out, at about 1845H, the Flight Engineer 
reported ground fire from a ridgeline, and both he and the Pararescue Techn-
ician returned fire with the 1-60 machine guns. The Flight Engineer's M-60 
jammed after firing a few rounds and he picked up a CAR-15 and returned fire 
with it. No bits were taken by Jolly Green 30. After clearing the immediate 
area a climb was started and the Pararecue Technician checked the survivor 
and found him in very good condition. Jolly Green 30 was directed to take 
the survivor to Channel 89 and another refueling was made with King 30 en-
route to Channel 89 Final landing was made at Channel 89 at 1945E. Weather 
was not a factor in the actual pickup, but had delayed preparation of the area 
due to broken clouds during the day. Three air refueLings were made. 

2. 8/23.2/37ABES/1E-3E/HH-530; 12/49. 0/40ARRS/E8-53H/C; 32/138/56 SOW/A-1E ; 
6/33.3/39 ARR,S/HC-130 

3. N/A 

4. N/A 

5. Pararescueman was not deployed. He did check the survivor for injuries 
and found him to be all right. 

2 



AC 
CP 
FE 
PJ 

6. Jolly Green Crews 

Jolly Green 30 

Major George C. Hitt 
Major Howard G. Stalnecker 
SSgt Joseph J. Vai 
TSgt John F Heitsch 

Jolly Green 65 

AC Major Albert E Palmer 
GP Capt Donald G. Beattie 
FE TSgt James M. Barnes 
PJ msgt Malcom E. Williams 
PJ SSgt Gary T. Osborne 

Jolly Green 64  

AC Lt Col Royal A. Brown, Jr. 
GP Capt Otto G. Gemmill  Jr. 
FE Sgt John C Kriletia 
PJ TSgt Lewis Craig 
P3 SSgt Curtis W. Phythian 

c xi-t26/ 
GEORGE C HUT, Major, USAF 
Aircraft Commander .TG 30 


