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"We always plan for the worst and hope for the 

best." That's the understated philosophy of Seventh 

Air Force's Joint Rescue Coordinating Center, 

located at Tan Son Nhut Air Base in South Vietnam. 

Here's a special report on one of the hairy but 

successful rescue missions chalked up 

by the JRCC, the men who ... 

SEARCH 
AND 

SAVE! 
By Capt. Robert L. Hiett, USAF 

It was a pretty bad place to be bailing out. I tried 
to steer the chute to a point that would get me further 
away. 

"I knew that my wingman did not know whether 
I had bailed out or not, so I was trying to get my 
survival radio in operation when I actually hit the 
ground. along the side of a hill about 1,500 feet above 
the river." 

As the pilot called on his survival radio to his 
wingman, a quick jolt went through the Joint Rescue 
Coordinating Center (JRCC), and a massive opera-
tion was launched. 

The JRCC, located in the Seventh Air Force com-
mand post at Tan Son Nhut, is the coordination center 
for all US Air Force rescues in Southeast Asia. Its 
commander has ready access to anything and every-
thing that would be needed to carry out a life-saving 
rescue. As soon as notice was received that the pilot 
was down, the JRCC swung into action. 

"Aircraft were scheduled to complete a 'first-light' 
pickup--meaning that at dawn the rescue craft would 
move into the area," explained Lt. Col. Clyde B. Routt 
of Tacoma, Wash., JRCC commander. "Meanwhile, 
one plane was kept in the air over the pilot to make 
sure that he was alive and uninjured." 

In the rescue center, intricate details were worked 
out as to when and how each aircraft would be used. 

Normally, one or more HH-3 Jolly Green Giant 
helicopters, escorted by several A-1 Skyraiders, are 
sent in to save a downed airman. Forward air con-
trollers (FACs) circle the area to direct air strikes 
against enemy positions that may try .  to hamper the 
rescue. 

High above the scene, HC-I30 Hercules aircraft 
circle to provide air refueling for the thirsty Jolly 
Greens. The Hercules is also used as a flying command 
post, relaying radio communications. • 

R ESCUE efforts for downed flyers in Southeast Asia 
are massive. Ask Maj.  Petter B. Lee of  Seattle. 
He can give you a firsthand testimonial. 

Major Lee's A-I  Skyraider was shot down in July 
while on an interdiction mission along the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail in the Laotian panhandle. He was forced 
to spend eighteen long hours hiding and waiting for 
one of the big helicopters of the 3d Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group to reach down from the sky 
and pluck him to safety. 

"We were on a strike mission interdicting the 
enemy's supply route when I was downed," Major Lee 
explained. "We had five trucks cornered, and I had 
begun my last pass. As I was pulling out I took two 
37-mm hits. It must have sawed off the tail of my 
aircraft. My wingman reported that my aircraft was 
on fire when I ejected at 4,000 feet. 

"I tried to tell my wingman that I had been hit, 
but my radios also had been knocked out. I went 
ahead and pulled the egress handle, which jettisoned 
me from the airplane. 1 was fired out of the airplane, 
the chute opened. and everything went normal. 

"As I was coming down in the chute," he continued, 
"I noticed the river in the moonlight down below me. 

Lt. Col, Clyde B. Routt, Commander of Seventh AF's Joint 
Rescue Coordinating Center, checks the location of the 
downed pilot, and sets in motion a massive rescue effort. 



' 

Launch times for the aircraft were planned so that 
strikes would be available on a continuous basis 
throughout the day. Holding patterns were set to keep 
the swarm of aircraft from crashing into one another. 
Holding areas were designated where the "fast movers" 
—jets—could wait until they were directed in by the 
FACs. Time over target had to be computed for each 

Two JRCC controllers. Maj. Eugene J. Michalski and TSgt. 
Edwin E. flier, follow the progress of the mission. The 
JRCC cottrdinates all USAF rescue work in South Vietnam. 

aircraft so that a steady barrage of bombardment on 
enemy positions could be kept up all day if necessary. 

"We always plan for the worst and hope for the 
best," Colonel Routt said. "We recognized right away 
that he was in a very vulnerable position. It was going 
to be a difficult rescue problem." 

An hour before dawn, the plan was laid out. There 
was nothing else to do in the JRCC but watch and wait 
as the Jolly Greens and A-1 s took off and headed to-
ward Laos, where they would do their work. 

Major Lee, meanwhile, had readied himself for the 
ordeal that was ahead of him. 

"Knowing I was in a dangerous position with enemy 
troops around," he said, "I climbed uphill to get as 
high and as far away as possible from the place where 
I had landed. 

"I got up to a place where I would be covered by 
bushes, trees, and the undergrowth of that particular 
area. This would make it difficult for the enemy to 
find me. 

"I dug myself a little pit in the ground and hid." he 
said. "From then on. the FACs were overhead talking 
to me every half hour. 

"In the distance I heard gunfire and voices in 
English telling me, 'American pilot, you're surrounded. 
Surrender!' Of course, being that far away, I knew 
they didn't know where I was. I just stayed well hidden 
and didn't expose my position at all. 

"I would let the air controllers know what I heard 
and saw on the ground, and they would let me know 
what was going on as far as the search and rescue mis-
sion was concerned," he said. 

"Of course, with my particular mission, flying A-Is, 
(Continued on following page) 



Time often is the critical 
element in the race between 

helicopter crews and the 
enemy to reach a downed 
airman. The crews of the 

ItH-35 and 1111-53s are 
among the most shot-at men 

in Vietnam. Their treetop- 
level missions into enemy. 

held territory require an 
incredible amount of training, 

guts, and dedication. 

In long-duration search-and-save missions, the HC-I30 	stays in the rescue area to -refuel the choppers, and 
Hercules is an indispensable member of the team. It 	doubles as a flying command post to control the mission. 

we do a lot of search and rescue missions ourselves. 
I was fully aware of what was going to take place as 
far as the search and rescue mission went. This made 
it easier for me. because I knew what time they were 
getting up. what time they would brief, approximately 
what time they would get overhead, and what pro-
cedures they would use to silence enemy positions. 

'1. felt sure I would be rescued. -  he added. 
No one else was as confident. Instead of bringing 

a quick rescue, dawn brought overcast skies. 
"The first half of the day was frustrating for us 

because of the low cloud cover. -  Colonel Routt ex-
plained. 

Everyone was waiting: PACs. A- Is, "fast movers," 
Jolly Greens, and the big HC-I30. which acted as the 
flying command post. Because of the delay due to 
weather, planes were shuttling back and forth between 
their bases and the rescue location. Finally, about 
11:00 a.m.. the sky began to clear. and Capt. Jim 
Richmond of Blanket, Tex.. a forward air controller  

with the 23d Tactical Air Support Squadron at 
Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, 
was ready to go to work. 

Major Lee explained the procedure. "Seeing gun 
positions from the ground was fairly easy because I 
was close to them. I had a compass with me. A gun 
would fire. and I could take a compass bearing on it 
from my position. I could describe to the forward 
air controller where I was, so that he could take 
a fix from my position to where the guns were. Then 
he could pick up the gun position and guide the 
fighters in to make their strikes." 

Captain Richmond began by putting in ten jets 
against the enemy gun positions. This pounding con-
tinued for several hours. Later in the day. Capt. Fred 
Parrott of Indianapolis, an OV-10 Bronco pilot, ar-
rived on the scene. "More strike aircraft were just 
starting to get there," he said. "I took over and marked 
the enemy positions." 

And then, late in the afternoon, Maj. John C. 



Maj. Fetter B. Lee, left, the 

downed pilot, talks with Maj. 

John C. Waresh, on-scene 

commander of the rescue 

mission. Both fl, A-I Sk,- 

raiders, which figured promi- 

nently in saving Major Lee. 

The A-1s normally operate 

in coordination with jet 

fighters to protect rescue 

helicopters and to keep 

enemy troops away from 

downed airmen. 

•■■■••• 

Waresh of Minneapolis, the on-scene commander, de-
cided it was time to attempt the rescue. An HH-53 
Jolly Green from the 37th ARRS at Da Nang Airfield 
was ready for the task (see front cover). 

"Arriving over the area," explained Maj. George 
C. Hitt, of Wellington, Kan., the aircraft commander. 
"I observed at least a half dozen A-I Skyraiders 
bombing and strafing enemy gun positions. There 
were also several F-4 Phantoms and F-I05 Thunder-
chiefs. All these fighter-bombers did an -outstanding 
job of 'sanitizing' the area; otherwise it would have 
been impossible for us to get near the downed pilot." 

Major Waresh ordered smoke bombs dropped to 
act as a screen for the downed pilot. Waresh knew that 
if Major Lee had to spend another night on the 
ground, there was a very good chance he would 
not be there the next morning. 

"After a very thorough briefing on the situation, we 
started our run-in on the downed pilot," explained 
Major Hitt. "He was located at the end of a valley 
between a high ridge and a river. We started our 
approach about two miles out. On our left was an-
other high ridge, with the river on the right. 

"We knew there was hostile fire on both sides of 
us, so A-1 fighter aircraft accompanied us up the 
valley, bombing and strafing to suppress the enemy 
guns, Other A-1s put down a smoke screen on both 
sides of us. One of the A-Is dropped smoke flares for 
us to follow up the valley. It was almost like driving 
down the Los Angeles freeway along the white center 
line. As we cleared the ridge at the end of the valley, 
the flight engineer saw a smoke flare released by the 
trapped pilot," Major Hitt added. 

"There he is!" shouted SSgt. Joseph J. Vai of 
Rutherford, N.J., flight engineer on the rescue heli-
copter. 

"We held in a hover," Sergeant Vai explained, "and 
lowered the penetrator." The crew hoisted Major Lee 
aboard with no problems. 

"We did receive some small-arms fire on the way 
out, but nothing serious," Sergeant Vai recalled. 

And so it was all over—almost as suddenly as it 
had begun some eighteen hours earlier. A sigh of 
relief spread throughout Seventh Air Force. 

"We each felt a sense of fulfillment in saving that 
one man's life," Colonel Routt explained.—END 

All's well that ends well. 

Eighteen hours after he was 

shot down over hostile terri-

tory, Maj. Fetter Lee is 

welcomed at Nakhon Phanom 

Royal Thai Air Force Base 

with the traditional hosing 

down. The team of FACs, 

A-is, "fast movers," heli-

copters, and HC-130s, closely 

coordinated by the Seventh 

AF JRCC, has brought home 

another pilot. 



c-7, 	- 	IL 	_ 	- 	......• --.. 	c„..  ,-;-. 	- 	.:-..: , 	.-.: '..." 	-• 	7-% /7: 	'Zr 	.-- -7 	• - 	...7. -, 	- 	.7.---- 1, 	--7.: 	E 	7 	7.-", 	7: . z: 	::-. 	-.-_• '-•' 	;"./.. 	- .7.• 	- ,?'',.- - 	> 7-- . ...., 	:-.: 	--,-- 

17 ' 77- 	'7.: 1.• 
:.: 	7 	• • 	-= 	"7 	• .._ 

:I, 	:: 	7-: 	..... 	-: 
. 	...., 	'',...■ 	7., ' 	, 	..?: 	.Z. __, 	,-,...... 	..., 	- -- 	:- 	; 7 	.....T.: 	-..:._ 

7  •-• 	- --; 	..; 	7-  

--- 	-- 	' 	: '  _ 
-. 	.-• 7_.'- 7- 	'-- 	1:•.• 	7' 	7:  

200 Planes Sire Downed Flier 
By SPEC. 4 SETH LIPSKY 

SAP ;ON-More than 200 air-
craft roared through walls oi 
enemy ground fire and smashed 
h cavily en trenched Communist 
antiaircraft positions in the Lao-
tian panhandle for eight hours 
Wednesday to blast a hole for res.-  

cue choppers to move in and save 
a downed .American Air Force pilot 
from death along the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail. 

Maj. Pater B. Lee, 41.  said he 
was on his 99th mission, an inter-
diction flight against enemy .sup-
ply routes, when enemy fire threw 
his plane into a dive. Lee bailed 
out and 15  hours later logged his  

100th mission in a Jolly Green 
Gi:Int rescue  helicopter. 

Lee spent the time between the 
o flights lying under a blanket 

of tines in a shallow ditch, sur-
rounded by the enemy, some no 
more than 200 yards away_ 

To keep the enemy away. Ait 
Force officials said, fighter and 
rescue aircraft from bases in Thai- 

land and Vietnam screamed all day 
through "ceaseless and incredibly 
heavy antiaircraft fire." 

Lee was downed at 12:56  Wed-
nesday morning and spent the 
night, fighting off ants, flies and 
mosquitoes, talking on his survival 
radio and listening to Communists 
moving by truck into gun .positions 

(Continued an Back Pave_ rid 41 
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MASSIVE RES 
TAN SON NHUT AB, RVN (7AF)—An 18-hour ordeal 

came to an end on July 29 as an 1111-3E Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter  slipped down to the treetops to rescue Air Force 
Maj. Petter B. Lee. 

The A-1 Skyraider pilot,  downed during early morning 
darkness while flying an interdiction mission against enemy 
supply routes along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, was 
lilted uninjured to safety by a 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
P ,overy Squadron crew from Da Nang Airfield in the Re-
riblic of Vietnam. 

The rescue came after the downed pilot had spent the day 
hiding, atop a hill with the enemy as close as two to three bun-
di ed yards from his position. 

Rescue efforts, managed from the Seventh Air Force Joint 
C•lordination Center here, were massive. 

Fighter and rescue aircraft from bases in Thailand and 
flew more than 120 sorties in the face of ceaseless 

:old incredibly heavy antiaircraft fire in their efforts to keep 
the enemy away from Major Lee. 

FIGHTERS POUND ENEMY 
F-4 Phantoms, F-105 Thunderchiefs and A-I Skyraiders 

pounded enemy locations as forward air controllers and rescue 
emit patiently performed their job • waiting for just the right 
moment to get in and pick up the downed airman. 

''It Was the most beautiful sight in the world," Major Lee 
said of the Jolly Green that finally came in and lowered its 
jti ogle penetrator. 

SKYRAIDER HIT 
The events began quickly. 
While pulling up after a pass over a target, Major Lee ' s 

SKyraider was hit in the wing and tail. The aircraft wont into 
dive and he bailed out. 

"I was in a pretty bad place to be bailing out," he •ex- 
plained. "I hit along the side of a hill. It was a very easy 
landing." 

Knowing that he was in a dangerous position because 
oi enemy troops, Major Lee immediately began climbing up-
lull to get as high and as far away as possible from the spot 

here he had landed. 

"For the next two hours I was intermittently climbing 
tor 15 minutes and then calling on my survival radio and let-

'a mg my wing man know I was all right," he said. 
"Ultimately," he added, "I got up to a point where I 

hawed I could hide. I was covered by bushes and trees and 
ti.idergrowth that would make it very difficult for the enemy 
a, find me. I dug myself a little pit in the ground and hid. 

''From then on." he continued, "all during the night the 
I , .rward air controllers were overhead and talking to me. 
I would let them know what I heard and saw on the grouml." 

The forward air controllers, in turn, let the downed air-
wan know what the rescue plans were and what he could ex-
pc.ct to happen. 

NO EARLY PICKUP 
Rescue was still tat away, however, as the dawn brought 

ercast skies, frustrating hopes for an early pick-up, 
Around II a.m. the sky began lo clear, ;Ind  Capt.  Jim 

Klunond,  a fo rwa rd air controller with the 23d Tactical Air 
S:)poort Squadron at Nakhon Phanom RTAFI1, was ready to 

to work_  

t 1910 

SAVES PILOT1 
He put ur, he explained, "ten flights of 'fast Movers,' 

both Na• , y and Air Force." 
Major Lee was watching it all from his hiding place. 
"The fast movers, supersonic fighter airplanes, came 

in with their .artnament and placed their bombs extremely 
accurately on 1he antiaircraft gun emplacements around the 
position where I was. I was 'fairly close to the gun positions," 
he said. 

Another forward air controller on the scene later was 
Capt. Fred Parrott, an OV-10 Bronco pilot. 

"Our primary job to assist the search and rescue," he said, 
"is to silence or destroy these weapons. More strike aircraft 
were just starting 10 gel there. 1 took over and marked the 
positions." 

DOWNED PILOT HELPED' 
The jets then used. their large bombs to eventually des-

troy the known gun positions. Enemy firepower included 
everything from small arms fire to heavy calibre (37nun and 
57mni) an  weapons. 

Constant coordination between 1he forward air con-
trollers and %jot Lee on the ground aided in identifying 
enemy gun positions so they could be pounded by the air 
strike. 

Late  in  the afternoon the on-scene commaniler, Maj. 
John C.  Waresh, assigned to the 602d Special Operations 
Squadron at NakIroa Phanon) RTAFR, ordered smoke bombs 
dropped to act as a screen for the downed pilot. 
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"The smoke bombs started going .off," he said, "and 
they drew a line of solid smoke about three quarters of a 
mile long between the heavy guns and the survivor." 

Strike ;theraft continued to smash enemy positions as 
the smoke screen was being set up. 

Finally, the Jolly Green, piloted by  Maj. George .C. H  .at, 
began to move toward the pilot. 

Major I lit t followed the Skyraiders, who were laying down 
the smoke. "It was almost like driving down the L.A. freeway 
with the white centerline," he explained. 

"We dropped Iwor the next ridge and there was the red 
smoke from Major Lee. We dropped right down on Iiii»." 

PILOT 'SURE' OF RESCUE 
The flight engineer, SSgt. Joseph J. Vai, said, "We 

held in a hover and lowered the penetrator. We were in 
and out with iii) problem. We did receive some small arms 
fire on the way out, Ind nothing serious." . 

Then it was all over. And Major Lee  scented  scarcely 
disturber!. 

Ile commented in retrospect, "I believe that the mission 
or the pilot in Southeast Asia is enhanced by the fact that he 
knows if he is hit like I wt, his chances of rescue are very, 
very tool. 

'I felt SIM'  I W011  1t1 be rescued. —  
And thanks to the teantwork and courage of the men of 

the 3it Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group, he was right. 

SEARCHER 
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37TH RESCUES PILOT 
AFTER 18-HOUR ORDEAL 	

Release No. 428 

TAN SON NHUT AB, Vietnam (MNS) An 18-hour ordeal came 

to an end recently as an HH-3E helicopter slipped down through the 

treetops to rescue Maj. Fetter (correct) B. Lee. 

The A  -1 Skyraider pilot, downed in early morning darkness 

while flying an interdiction mission against enemy supply routes 

along the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos, was lifted uninjured to safety 

by a 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron crew from 

DaNang AB, Vietnam. 

The rescue came after the downed pilot had spent the day leading 

atop a hill with the enemy as close as 200-300 yagas &from his position. 

Rescue efforts managed from the 7th Air Force Joint Rescue 

Coordination Center here were massive. Fighter and rescue 

aircraft from bases in Thailand and Vietnam flew more than 120 

sorties in the face of ceaseless and incredibly heavy anti-aircraft 

fire in an effort to keep the enemy away from Major Lee. CONTI I\IUEI) 

ATE: 	August 10.1970 



F-4 Phantoms, F-105 Thunderchiefs and A -1 Skyraiders pounded 

enemy locations as forward air controllers (FACs) and rescue 

aircraft patiently performed their job -- waiting for just the right 

moment to get in and pick up the downed airman. 

Finally the Jolly Green, piloted by Maj. George  C.  Hitt, began 

to move toward the pilot. Major Hitt followed the Skyraiders who 

were laying down smoke. 

"It was the most beautiful sight in the world," Major Lee said 

of the Jolly Green which finally came in and lowered its jungle 

penetrator. 

"It was almost like driving down the LA freeway with a white 

center line, " Major Hitt explained. "We dropped over the next 

ridge and there was the red smoke from Major Lee. We dropped 

right down on him, " he said. 

The flight engineer, SSgt. Joseph Vai, said, "We held in a hover 

and lowered the penetrator. We were in and out with no problem. 

We did receive some small arms fire on the way out but nothing 

serious." 

Then it was all over and Major Lee seemed scarcely disturbed. 

He commented in retrospect, "I believe that the mission of the pilot 

in Southeast Asia is enhanced by the fact that if he knows he is hit, 

like I was, his chances of rescue are very, very good. 

"I felt sure I would be rescued." 

And thanks to the teamwork and courage of the men of the 3rd 

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group -- he was right! 
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1969  (cent) 

5 Dec- 	Southeast Asia. The SAR task force flew 336 sorties in support 
7 Dec 69 

of this mission. Although the F-4C pilot was not recovered, the 

F-4C navigator, First Lieutenant Woodrow J. Bergeron, Jr., was 
rescued. 

1970 

1 Jan 70 	The 39th ARR Wing was activated at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri. 

15 Apr 70 	Major Travis Wofford and Captain Travis W. Scott, Jr., both won 

the Air Force Cross during a rescue operation near Dak Nay Puey, 

Vietnam. Two H-3s were scrambled from Da Nang AB, Vietnam, to 

rescue survivors of a downed UH-1. The first H-3 to go into the 

rescue area made three attempts, but enemy ground fire downed 

this aircraft, piloted by Captain Scott, who was killed upon 

impact. The copilot, Major Wofford, dragged the other two crew-

men from the burning aircraft. With his bare hands he extin-

guished the flames still burning on their bodies. The second 

H-3 evacuated the survivors of the first H-3 but was unable to 

rescue personnel in the downed UH-1. Major Wofford later 

received the Cheney Award for 1970. 

22 Apr 70 	Brigadier General Frank K. Everest, Jr., assumed command of ARRS. 

30 Jun 70 	Captain Leroy C. Schaneberg, 40th ARR Squadron, qualified for 

the Air Force Cross as a result of operations on 30 June 1970. 

Piloting an HH-53, Captain Schaneberg and his crew were attempt-

ing to rescue an OV-10 pilot who went down in Laos. Earlier 

attempts by H-3 aircraft from the 37th ARR Squadron had been un-

successful. On Captain Schaneberg's second pass, he reported 

heavy ground fire. The aircraft went out of control and crashed 

about one-fourth mile from the OV-10 crash site. The OV-10 

pilots were later picked up by an H-3, but there were no survi-
vors from the HH-53 crash. 

15 Aug- 	First Transpacific Helicopter Flight. ARRS personnel proved the 
24 Aug 70 

possibility of ferrying two factory-issued HH-53s from Eglin AFB, 

Florida, to Da Nang AB, Vietnam, with the aid of ARRS HC-130 re-

fueling. Intermediate stops were: Minot AFB, North Dakota; Fort 

Nelson, British Columbia; Elmendorf AFB, Alaska; Shemya AFB, 

Alaska; Misawa AB, Japan; Kadena AB, Okinawa; and Clark AB, 

Republic of the Philippines. The mission commander was Major 
James L. Butera. 

1 Sep 70 	ARRS helicopters at Luke AFB, Arizona, and Mountain Home AFB, 

Idaho, began participation in the Military Assistance for Safety 
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28ittly 1970 

A-1H 52-139776 6(142 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, Nakhon Phanom 
detached to Da Nang 
Niaj Otis Cleveland Morgan (ICIA) 

Two Skyraiders were shot down on the 28th. The first aircraft was 
on an escort mission when it was hit by ground fire near Gang 
Dong, 20 miles south of Da Nang. Maj Morgan did not eject from 
his aircraft and was killed in the crash. 

A - 1H 52 - 135263 1 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, Nakhon Phanom 
Maj Pater B Lee (survived) 

The other Skyrai der lost on the 28th was flying a night - time Steel 
Tiger strike over the Trail in southern Laos. Maj Lee had found 
a convoy of five trucks a few miles southwest of the Ban Karai 
Pass and commenced to attack his target. On his final pass the 
aircraft was hit by 37mm flak and the Skyraider's rear fuselage 
caught fire. He eiected at 4,000 feet and landed on the side of a 
hill just above a river. Maj Lee climbed up the hill as far as he 
could and dug in under the foliage for the rest of the night. FAC 
aircraft orbited near Maj Lee throughout the night and spoke to 
him via his emergency radio every 30 minutes, A first light res- 
cue attempt had to hie postponed due to low cloud and while 
waiting for rescue Maj Lee radioed the positions of eneniy troops 
and guns to the FAC overhead who then brought in air strikes. By 
late afternoon the weather had cleared enough for a 37th A MS 
HH-53 flown by Maj G C Hitt to make an attempt. The helicopter 
swept in along a valley protected by smoke screens laid down by 
the Sandys as more A- is, Fits and F -105s continued to pound 
enemy positions to keep them away from the survivor. Mai Lee 
was quickly hoisted to safety after more than 18 hours on the 
ground. 



!Massive rescue' effort 
saves Skyraider pilot 

	

TAN SON NHUT — An 18-hour or- 	enemy away from Major Lee. 

	

deal came to an end recently as an 	F-4 Phantoms, F-105 Thunderchiefs, 

	

HH-3E Jolly Green Giant helicopter 	and A-1 Skyraiders pounded enemy lo- 

	

slipped down to the treetops to rescue 	cations as forward air controllers and 
Maj. Fetter B. Lee. 	 rescue craft patiently performed their 

	

The A-1 Skyraider pilot, downed dur- 	job — waiting for just the right mo- 

	

ing early morning darkness while fly- 	ment to get in and pick up the downed 

	

ing an interdiction mission against 	airman. 

	

enemy supply routes along the Ho Chi 	"It was the most beautiful sight in 

	

Minh Trail in Laos, was lifted unin- 	the world," Major Lee said of the Jol- 

	

jured to safety by a 37th Aerospace 	ly Green that finally came in and low- 

	

Rescue and Recovery Squadron crew 	ered its jungle penetrator. 
from Da Nang. AB. 	 The events began quickly. 

	

The rescue came after the downed 	While pulling up after a pass over a 

	

pilot had spent the day hiding atop a 	target, Major Lee's Skyraider was hit 

	

hill with the enemy as close as 200-300 	in the wing and tail. The aircraft went 
yards from his position. 	 into a dive and he bailed out. 

	

Rescue efforts, managed from the 	"I was in a pretty bad place to be 

	

Seventh Air Force Joint Rescue Coor- 	bailing out," he explained. "I hit along 
dination Center here, were massive. 	the side of a hill. It was a very easy 

	

Fighter and rescue aircraft from 	landing. 

	

bases in Thailand and Vietnam flew 	"For the next two hours I was inter- 

	

more than 120 sorties in the face of 	mittently climbing for 15 minutes and 

	

ceaseless and incredibly heavy anti- 	then calling on my survival radio and 

	

aircraft fire in their efforts to keep  the 	 (Continued On Stiliagumg m_w_ 

	

(Continued From Page 1) 	there. I took over and marked 	the po- 	that he knows if he is hit. like I was. 
lletting my wing man know I was all 
)right," he said. 

"Ultimately," he added, "I got up to 
a point where I figured I could hide. I 
was covered by bushes and trees and 
undergrowth that would make it very 
difficult for the enemy to find me. I 
dug myself a little pit in the ground 
and hid. 

"From then on," he continued, "all 
during the night the forward air con-
trollers were overhead and talking to 
me. I would let them know what I 
heard and saw on the ground." 

The forward air controllers, in turn, 
let the downed airman know what the 
rescue plans were and what he could 
expect to happen. 

Rescue was still far away, however, 
as the dawn brought overcast skies, 
frustrating hopes for an early pick-up. 

Around 11 a.m. the sky began to 
clear, and Capt. Jim Richmond, a for-
ward air controller with the 23d Tacti-
cal Air Support Squadron at Nakhon 
Phanom Royal Thai AFB, Thailand, 
was ready to go to work. 

He put in, he explained, "10 flights 
of 'fast movers,' both Navy and Air 
Force." 

t  Major Lee was watching it all from 
his hiding place. 

Another forward air controller on 
the scene later was Capt. Fred Par-
rott, an OV-10 Bronco pilot. 

"Our primary job to assist the 
search and rescue," he said, "is to si-
lence or destroy these weapons. More 
strike aircraft were just starting to get 

sitions." his chances of rescue are very, very 

	

The jets then used their large bombs 	good. 

	

to eventually destroy the known gun 	"I felt sure I would be rescued." 

	

positions. Enemy firepower included 	And thanks to the teamwork and 

	

everything from small arms fire to 	courage of the men of the 3d Aero- 

	

heavy calibre (37mm and 57mm) anti- 	space Rescue and Recovery Group, he aircraft weapons, 	 was right. 

	

Late in the afternoon the on-scene 	 
commander, Maj. John C. Waresh, as-
signed to the 602d Special Operations 
Squadron at Nakhon Phanom, ordered 
smoke bombs dropped to act as a 
screen for the downed pilot. 

Strike aircraft continued to smash 
enemy positions as the smoke screen 
was being set up. 

Finally, the Jolly Green, piloted by 
Maj. George C. Hitt, began to move 
toward the pilot. 

Major Hitt followed the Skyraiders, 
who were laying down the smoke. "It 
was almost like driving down the L.A. 
freeway with the white centerline," he 
explained. 

"We dropped over the next ridge 
and there was the red smoke from Ma-
jor Lee. We dropped right down on 
him," he said. 

The flight engineer, SSgt. Joseph J. 
Val, said, "We held in a hover and 
lowered the penetrator. We were in 
and out with no problem. We did re- ' 
ceive some small arms fire on the way 
out, but nothing serious." 

Then it was all over. And Major Lee 
seemed scarcely disturbed. 

He commented in retrospect, "I be-
lieve that the mission of the pilot in ' 
Southeast Asia is enhanced by the fact 



[Miiiiive Effort Rescues 
Major Lee on the ground aided in 
identifying enemy gun positions so. 
they could be pounded by the a . 

 strikes. 
Late in the afternoon the on 

scene commander, Maj. John C 
Waresh, 602d Special Operatio 
Sq. at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB 
ordered smoke bombs dropped t 
act as a screen for the downe 

TAN SON NITUT AB, Vietnam Navy supersonic fighter airplanes 
— An 18-hour ordeal came to an came in and bombed antiaircraft 
end as an HH-3E Jolly Green gun emplacements around the 
Giant helicopter slipped down to position where the major was. 
the treetops to rescue :Maj. Fetter 	Enemy firepower included ev- 
13. Lee. 	 erything from small arms fire to 

The A-1 Skyraider pilot, downed heavy calibre (37min and 57mm) 
during early morning darkne 	antiaircraft weapons. 
while flying an interdiction mis-i Constant coordination between 

 a sion against enemy supply routes the forward air controllers 
along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in, 	  
Laos, was lifted uninjured to safe-I 
ty by a 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Sq. crew from Da Nang 
Airfield. 

The rescue came after Major Lee l 
 bad spent the day hiding atop a 

Lin with al., tsnPiriv oe 	no 911/1 

to 300 yards away. 	 • 
• . Rescue efforts, managed from 

the Seventh AF Joint Rescue Coor-
dination Center here, were mas-
sive. 

Fighter and rescue aircraft from 	pilot. 
bases in Thailand and Vietnam 	Finally, the Jolly Green, piloted 
flew more than 120 sorties in the 	by  Maj.  George C. Hitt, began to 
face of ceaseless heavy antiaircraft 	move toward the pilot. He followed 
fire in their efforts to keep the 	the Skyraiders, who were laying 
enemy away from the downed pi- 	dovrn the smoke. "lt was almost 
lot. 	 like driving down the L.A. freeway 

F-4 Phantoms, F-105 Thunder- 	, with the white centerline," he ex- 
chiefs, and A-1 Skyraiders pound- 	) plained. 
ed enemy locations as forward air 	I 	"We dropped over the next 
controllers and rescue craft pa-
tiently performed their job—
waiting for the right moment to 
jump in and make the pick up. 

"It was the most beautiful sight 
in the world," Major Lee said of 
the Jolly Green that finally came 
in and lowered its jungle penetra-
tor. 

While pulling up after a pass 
over a target, his Skyraider had 
been in the wing and tail. The 
aircraft went into a dive, and he 
bailed out. 

Knowing that he was in a dan-
gerous position because of ene-
tny troops, he immediately be-
gan climbing uphill to get as 
high and as far away as possible 
from the spot where he had 
landed. 
"For the next two hours I was 

intermittently climbing for 15 
minutes and then calling on my 
survival radio and letting my wing 
man know I was all right," he said. 

"131timatelal, I got up to a poin 
where I figured I could hide. I was 
covered by bushes and trees and 
udergrowth that would make it 
very difficult for the enemy to find 
me. I dug myself a little pit in the 
ground and hid. 

"From then on, all during the 
night the forward air controllers 
were overhead and talking to me. I 
would let them know what I heard 
and saw on the ground." 

The forward air controllers, in 
turn, kept Major Lee informed of 
rescue plans and what he could 
expect to happen. 

The next morning, both AF and! 

1 

 ridge and there was the red smoke 

' 	 . 

from Major Lee. We dropped right 
down on him," he said. 

The flight  engineer, SSgt. Joseph ,,1 Val,  said, "We held in a hover 
and lowered the penetrator We 
were in and out with no problem. 
We did receive some small arms 

serinnA ', 
fire on the way out, but nothing j 
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200 Planes SE' il Downed Flier 
By SPEC. 4 SETH LIPSKY 

$86 Stott Correspondent 

SAIGON-More than 200 air-
craft roared through walls of 
enemy ground fire and smashed 
heavily entrenched Communist 
antiaircraft positions in the Lao-
tian panhandle for eight hours 
Wednesday to blast a hole for res- 

cue choppers to move in and save 
a downed American Air Force pilot 
from death along the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail. 

Maj. Petter B. Lee, 41, said he 
was on his 99th mission, an inter-
diction flight against enemy sup-
ply routes, when enemy fire threw 
his plane into a dive. Lee bailed 
out and 15 hours later logged his  

100th mission in a Jolly Green 
Giant rescue helicopter. 

Lee spent the time between the 
two flights lying under a blanket 
of vines in a shallow ditch, sur-
rounded by the enemy, some no 
more than 200 yards away. 

To keep the enemy away, Air 
Force officials said, fighter and 
rescue aircraft from bases in Thai- 

land and Vietnam screamed all day 
through "ceaseless and incredibly 
heavy antiaircraft fire." 

Lee was downed at 12:56 Wed-
nesday morning and spent the 
night, fighting off ants, flies and 
mosquitoes, talking on his survival 
radio and listening to Communists 
moving by truck into gun positions 

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 4) 
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