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A BIRD'S EYE VIEW of an HH=43 rescue hallcopter (lowar
left) from the 38th ARRSq rescuing tho crew of & bat-
tle-damaged F-4 Phantom (right) which plunged inte the
sea near Da Nang,
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38th is most famous rescue squadron
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The story of one of the most famous rescie saundrons
in the Pepanlic of Vietnam cameé to an end a few moiths
ago with The unit's inactivation. The 38th Aerospace
Rescue and Wecoverv Squadron, based at Tam Son Vit A%,
2N, was inactivated en Muly 1 (1970), marking the emd
of six vears of service as a part of its parent orgami-
tation, JIrd lerespace fescue and Recoverv Craip, alsn
headquartered at Tan Som Nhut,

During the past six years, the unit has operated its
HH-43 Pedrcs throughout Southeast Asia. With the advent
of the HH-3 Jollv Creen “iants and the iarrer 1H-33
Super .Jolly freen Giants, the missicn nf the Pedro urit
becare one of hase resaue, HH-43s equipped with Fire
suopression  aquipnment wern often {ound havering over
crashed and “urning aircraft, using their rotor wash
and firefighting equipment to keen the (lames awsv from
the pilets and aircrews until firemen could extract
them from the wreckage ¢ the aircraft. Mn occasiom,
however, the reliable Pedro has still filled in for its
bigger brothers, Recently, an [H-43 crew from the Na
Nang Afld detachment of tle 3%h ARRSa pullad two F-4
Phantom crewmen from the South China Sea omly three
minutes after thev were forced to eject from their bat-
tle damazed aircraft.

During its psriod of operations, the 38th ARPSq con-
trolled 10 rescue detachments, The aircraft operated by
the 38th ARRSq will be absorbed by nther sguadrenms in
the group, as will the aircrews of the lif-43s.

The 38th ARRSq retires with the record for the total
number of rescues in Sourheast Asia, Since it began
operations in 1965, the unit has effected the rescue of
over 1,700 men. Official records kept since Jawuary .
1967 reflect 1,253 saves of which 666 were in combat.

The unit will be long remembered in Southeast Asia
by all those who came to depend upom it for dependable
rescues in case of trouble, more tham living wp to the
ARRS motto, "That Others May Live."
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