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DATE: 11 JUL 70 

MISSION NUMBaR: 1-3-052-11 JUL 70 

AIRCaAFT DESIGINATION: KIX- 24 

1.0CAT:ON: 275/51/77 

DIsTaEsam AIRCRAFT: PLAYBOY 45 (TAW 

SAIL'S: 2 Combat 

16 July 1970 
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I. (C) King 24 was on orbit approximately 293/45/107. At 02052 
King 24 heard a transmission on 243.0 UHF from Vaneuard 380 who 
was talking to a Playboy 45. The transmission was, "Understand 
you are down at the southern end of the A Shau Valley. OK, Itll 
get some help, just stay where you are." King 24 switched frequency 
to 243.0 and asked Vanguard 380 what was happening. ne  informed King 
24 that Playboy 45 was down and he was talking to Playboy L5 Alfa. 
King 24 asked him to remain on scene until he arrived and confirmed 
that it was a downed TA4 aircraft with two persons on board. King 24 
asked him to see if he could pin point the location of both the Alfa 
and Bravo man without giving away their positions. King 24 appointed 
him On-Scene Commander (CSC). 

2. (C) At 0209Z King 24 requested that Jolly Green 30 Fa 67, Spad 01, 
02, 11 & 12 be launched from DaNang Air Base, King 24 informedaleen 
of the information up to this point. King 24 also requested that the 
bak up helicopters, Jolly Green 65 & 66 be launched. King 24 was 
informed that Sandy 01, 02, 03 & 04 were inbound from Ch 89 and that 
their iLTA was 0355Z. Jolly Green 30 & 67 were airborne at 0222Z and 
on scene at 031.2Z. They were escorted by Spad 01 & 02 who were air-
borne at 0225Z and on scene at 0312Z. Spad 11 & 12 were airborne at 
02302 and on scene at 03002. Jolly Green 65 & 66 were airborne at 
0256Z and on scene at 04052. I requested that King 27 be launched at 
01727. He was airborne at 0345Z and on scene at 0445Z. 

3. (C) Vanguard 380, Speedy 19 and Bilk 22 were on scene when King 
24 arrived. Speedy 19 had pinpointed both survivors. At this time 
Speedy 19 was appointed OSC and Vanguard 380 and Bilk 22 performed 
visual reconnaisance of the area to determine if there was any ground 
fire from the area around the survivors. Speedy 19 reported the 
weather as 3,000 to 4,000 feet scattered with fifteen miles visibil-
ity with moderate turbulence in the area of the survivors. He report-
ed the temperature to be 329  C and the terrain in the area up to 3500 
feet. He said that the survivors were located at about the 2900 foot 
elevation on one of the mountains-. Their position was UT Y X.0 489826, 
coordinates 16-06N 107-202, TACAN position 275/51/77. 

4, (C) Spad 11 & 12 arrived on scene at 0300Z and received a briefing . 
 from Speedy 19. After Spad 11 located the survivors King 24 appointed 
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him OSC and Speedy 19 was asked to remain in the area for the 
purpose of visual reconnaisance to determine the degree of hostile 
actfevity. Spad 11 informed King 24 that he felt the area would 
permit an immediate pickup attempt of the survivors and brought 
JoLLy Green 30 & 67 into the immediate area with Snad 01 & 02 
escorting them. Jolly Green 30 attempted the pickup at approxi-
mately 0400Z. As jolly Green 30 approached a hover over Playboy 
45A one of his enginee flamed out and he immediately egrossed to 
the holding area about one mile to the southwest of the survivors. 
JoLLy Green 67 who had been in the immediate area moved in to 
attempt a pickup. Jolly Green 30 reported that he had successfully 
researted his engine and evelyLhing was OK. Jolly Green 67 made a 
successful pickup of Playboy 45A at 0410Z. During the recovery 
Jolly Green 67 received small arms fire but didn't aepear to have 
taken any hits. King 24 ordered :3pad 11 to ithdraw all SA R forces 
and to have Jolly Green 30 and 67 return to DaNang because of the 
engine trouble of jolly Green 30. Spad 11 informed King 24 that he 
was approaching bingo fuel. 

5. (C) Earlier, at 0310Z Sandy 01, 02, 03 & 04 had arrived on scene. 
When jolly Green 30 experienced his engine difficulty Sandy 01 & 02 
were dispatched to Oh 69 to rendezvous with Jolly Green 65& 66 to 
escort them to the scene. Spad 01 & 02 were directed to escort Jolly 
Green 30 until he could join up with Jolly Green 67. Sandy 01 02 
and jolly Green 65 & 66 arrived on scene at 0405Z. At 0418Z Sandy 03 
was appointed 050 and Soad 11 and 12 escorted Jolly Green 30 & 67 to 
DaNang. Spad 01 & 02 remained on scene to assist Sandy 03. Sandy 01, 
02, 03 & 04 along with Sead 01 & 02 delivered ordnance in the area 
around Playboy 45B. At approximately 0445 Sandy 03 directed Jolly 
Green 65 to attempt a pickup of the survivor. As Jolly Green 65 
approached his position he received a small amount of smell arms fire. 
Jolly Green 65 was unable to locate the survivor and was directed to 
egress from the area. King 24 requested queen  to launch Jolly Green 
20 & 23 at 0447Z. They were airborne at 0458Z. At 0500Z Jolly Green 
65 went in to attempt another pickup of Pbov4, At 0510Z a suc-
cessful recovery of the survivor was accomplished. All Skli forces 
successfully egressed from the area. 6oth survivors were reported to 
be in good condition.and were taken tO-50.Zg. 

6. (U) aka- Forces Not Used: 	Other Resources Npt Used  

Jason 401 (2 A7) 	 .-.N 
Bridgolftp 31 (2 67 	1 
Stormy 01C14'5,P21 .45, • 
Busy  Bee 7..' fil iiiitt:44:l JJ .1), . E.: fA SSIF LOA 'I I ON 

; 

Playboy 	71.1.76Ativ v: c.XEC)..171.TE.  
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ao SSG FP,...fSUHGER FE MSG DUNCAN 
FE MSG WALLACE 	FE TSG 3USHKUSKY 

------) 	 LM sso WAREHAM 

AYES L. HUME ..; Captain, JSAF 
2  Airoorne Mission 0 . - oderLAir. f Commander  -0" 	------- 
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Smoke 31, 32, 33 & 34 
Jolly Green 20, 23 
King 27 

7. (U) King 24 Crewmembers: 

AM0/AC CPT RHLKE 
CP LTC ALLGOCD 
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MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT 

DATE: 11 July 1970 

MISSION NIMEIR.: (1-3-052) 11 Jul 70 

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 65 and 66 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Search and Rescue Playboy 45 

LOCATION: 230/29/69 

SAVES: One Combat Save 
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AUTOMAT I 	DOOGRADED AT rwo YEAR INTERVALS. 

CLASSIFIED 0,q)_41.siaL 

1. (C) At 1039L Jolly Green 65 and 66 two/HH-53C were notified to scramble 
as back up foi'Jolly Green 30 and 67 who had been scrambled to 275/51/77. 
Jolly Green 65 was airborne at 1110L and proceeded to a holding point over 
Channel 69. At 1230L Jolly Green 65 and 66 rendezvoused with Sandy 11 and 
12 (AlE) for escort to the high holding point, which was 225/32/69.  Jolly 
Green 65 entered holding at 1 24CLand completed the descent and before land-
ing,  and Hostile checklist. Sandy 03 briefed on &AR Primary that the run in 
would be down the east of a ridge line which ran north south to the valley 
floor. At the tip of the ridge a sharp turn west would be made and the sur-
vivor was just on the west side of the ridge. Also, due to the winds coming  
down and around the ridge, it would be extremely turbulent. Jolly Green 65 
jettisoned the tip tanks and at 1250L started the run in. As the turn to the 
west was started and Jolly Green 65 was slowing to go over the ridge, ground 
fire was observed coming from the 2 o'clock position over the top of the hel-
icopter. The survivor popped his smoke and Jolly Green 65 came to a hover 
directly over his position. The Pilot had to hold full aft cyclic and consider-
able left cyclic to maintain position as the wind was a left quartering tail 
wind about 30 knots. The survivor's smoke and chute could be seen, but not 
the survivor as the foliage was extremely dense. He was at the base of the 
ridge approximately 200 ft below the helicopter, but due to the steepness of 
the slope, Jolly Green 65 was unable to hover lower as trees were only 30 ft 
from the left side. Ground fire was called by the tail gunner from 3 o'clock. 
Jolly Green 65 turned 3.800  to move back over the survivors chute as the air-
craft could not back up due to full control travel already being used. Sgt 
Heitsch then saw an explosion to the right of the aft ramp and the aircraft 
jumped from taking a large cal hit at 12551. Jolly- Green 65 pulled off and 
egressed out the reciprocal of the run in to assess the damage. Minor damage 
was noted, however all instruments checked normal, so it was decided to 
attempt another run in the same way. At 1350L the second run in was started. 
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The survivor did not have another smoke so Jolly Green 65 would have to hover 
over the *hate and search for him. The survivor did have a pengun flare that 
the Copilot spotted, but the position could not be pin pointed as Jolly Green 
65 had not turned left over the ridge. As J014 Green 65 approached the hover 
over the chute, the Flight Engineer directed the Pilot over the survivors 
position and then lowered the penetrator. As the foliage was extremely dense, 
the survivor could not see the penetrator and moved right past it. large cal. 
ground fire was called out by 	Copilot and left gunner coming from the 9 
o'clock position at approximately 150 ft and 30 ft 'below the aircraft on the 
side of the ridge. The rounds passed directly - under the aircraft and the PJ 
immediately-  opened fire and silenced the weapon. He continued to provide 
suppressive fire, strafing the entire area to the left of the helicopter. 
Ground fire also was coming from the 3 and 5:30 o'clock positions. The tail 
gunner was providing suppressive fire and the Flight Engineer then brought the 
penetrator up and directing the Pilot, dropped it right by the survivor. The 
survivor saw the cable and followed it to the penetrator, climbed on board and 
was hoisted to the aircraft. Al]. this time the Sandies were dropping CBU, 
smoke and strafing in a daisy chain around Jolly Green 65. The smoke was very 
effective and provided good cover from the area of hostile fire that was noted 
on the first run in. An the survivor was hoisted to the door, the left gunner 
left his position and hauled him into the aircraft. A 180° turn was started 
and egress was accomplished at 1315L on the reciprocal of the run in. Jolly 
Green 65 joined with Jolly Green 66 and returned to Channe 77. The survivor 
was in good condition and had no known injuries. Inspection of battle damage 
after landing showed 4 hits_ in the tail section from small arms, the tilrotr 
drive shaft pierced in and out by 50 cal, the drive shaft coupling had a",„boi 
knocked out and a large dent was found in one main rotor blade. The take off, 
enroute, area, and landing weather was not a factor. Radio discipline was 
good. No Pararescuemen were deployed. The survivor was in good condition and 
was not treated for any injuries. Upon landing he was examined and released 
by the Flight Surgeon. Air refueling was not required. 

2. 3 Sorties/3.6hre/BH,-3g/37A13R5; 3 Sorties/7.9hrs/H5-530/37ARRS .; 4 Sorties/ 
9.4hrs/Ap-IE/OLAA, 56 SOW; 8 Sorties/20.6hrs4-1E/56 SOW; 2 Sorties/5.8hrs/HC-130P/ 
39ABMS. 

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

N/A .iiIh2Sitiedbyialaa4 
SUVECTTOGRWALDECLASSIFICA ION 
'SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652 
LAUTOMATICLAIZI DOWNGRADED AT TWO 

fi/L 	 YEAR INTERVALS. I  
DECLASSIFIED ON 	0/tA  

Ion 	ja_a_g_ee 	row jolly Green 66 Crew 

AC Lt Col Albert L. Holcomb AC Capt Karlton I. Bakke 
CP Capt David W. Wammer CP Capt Aaron T. Stacy 
FE Sgt Donald R. Ei.ickson, Jr. FE Ale Patrick B. Wolfe 
PJ msgt James D. Scott RS Mgt Malcolm E. Willi 'as 
PJ TSgt John F. Heitsch RS SSgt Duane D. Hackney 

/  aoA ,/ 	/ 
lien6041 	MCI; d l 	Col, USAF 
Commender Jolly Green 65 
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MISSION  NARRXIIVE REPORT 7 
DATE: 11 July 1970 

MISSION NUMBER: (1-3-052) 11 July 70 

711GBT DESIGNATION: jolly Greets 30 and 67 

MISSION OBJECTisit: Marine TA-4 (PlaltoY 45 Alpha 

LOCATION: 230/29/69 

SAVES: One Combat Save 
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SCIE)UZE OF FaS,TUTIVE CRDER 12652 
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1.  (C) Jolly Green 67 (HB-53C) and Jolly Green 30 (HR-.3E) were scrambled by 
Queen at 02I3Z. jolly Green 30 (Low) and jolly Green 67 (High) were airborne 
at 0224Z. Weather at Da Nang was VFR. Objective was a Marine TA-4 (Playboy 
45 Alpha and Bravo) reported downed by ground fire at the south end of the 
Ashen Valley, position approximately 275/45/77. meow Spade 11 and 12 (A1E'e) 
departed Da Nang for the last reported position and advised Jolly Green aircraft 
to continue on and hold above the cloud deck approximately 10 miles east of the 
reported position. troute weather was approximately 5500 broken and 6 plus. 
Cooperation and cordination of the USCORrwas excellent. The Spada pin pointed 
Alpha and Bravo on a ridge line one mile SU of the Ashau Airport. Survivors 
were about a mile apart (position 230/29/69) on the aide of the hill  at approx- 
imately 2000 and 2900 ft elevation. Weather in the pick up area was approximately 
5500 broken and 6 plus, with winds gusting from the west. An unknown FAC air-
craft reported moderate turbulence, and had to pull out because of possible 
structure damage. Survivors and Spada reported no ground fire or movement and 
both J011y Greens were directed to proceed inbound and hold approximately 3 
miles west of survivors at 4500'. At 0400Z Sped Lead directed Jolly Green 30 
in for the pickup. During the approach J012;T Green 30 lost an angina and pulled 
off. The (vglaLyAIL,mg_rted however 	direetediolly 	67 to  
Vint.02.161u,.. At approximately 407Z Jolly Green 67 moved in on the IP and start-
ed in for the pickup. Pickup run was west to east over the ridge line. As 
Tony Green 67 moved down the east side of the slope survivors smoke was seen 
an the left aide approximately halfway down the slope. A lazy 8 left turn was 
aide over the survivor and a -high hover (approximately 140') assumed. Wind 
and turbulence made the hover difficult and saniAbia was lost (approximately 
3-5 minutes) trying to hold directly over the survivor. Playboy 45 Alpha was 
hoisted aboard at approximately 0415Z and Sped lead directed Jolly Green 67 to 
Bravo who was approximately 1 mile SE of Alpha. Bravo popped his smoke and an 
approach was started. His position was difficult to spot due to the dense ground 
cover. Rover manuevers were started as Bravo directed us it to his exact position. 
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He was finsrly spotted in a mnall ravine and the hoist deployed. (Weather and 
winds same as Alpba position). As the hoist started down the 41,2 gun position 
reported two hostiles firing hand held automatic weapons frau the 3 o'clock 
position. (When the mini gun was moved out of the door to deploy the hoist, 
the Instructor Flight Engineer moved into this position with a Gar 15). Ground 
Lire was called out and either Sped Lead or King advised Jolly Green 67 to pull 
off. Defensive fire was returned from the 42 and 3 gun position, and Jolly Green 
67 broke straight ahead and returned to the holding point. At approximately 
0430Z Sped Lead directed Jolly Green 67 to accompany Jolly Green 30 to Da Nang 
since Jolly Green 65 and 66 were in position to resume the SAR. Jolly Green 67 
and 30 had an uneventful flight to Da Nang and landed at 0452Z. Playboy 45 Alpha 
was in excellent condition and acted very calm and collected during the pickup. 
Se provided excellent vectoring and materially assisted the recovery.. Radio 
discipline throughout the SLR effort was outstanding. Jelly Green 67 did not 
take ally hits, all rounds appeared to pass below the helicopter. Air refaelin 
was not necessary. Survivor was treated for minor scratches by the Perarescue 
Specialist and released to medial authorities upon arrival at Da Nang. 

2. 3/3.6/HH-3E/37ARRS; 3/84/HH-53/37ARR3; 4/9.4/1-1E/OL ,AA 56 SOW; 8/20.6/ 
A-1E/ 56 SOW; 2/5.8/110-130P/39ARRs. FAC and other participating aircraft times 
not available. 

3. N/A 

4. N/A 

5. N/A 

6. Jolly Green Crews r, 

Jolly Green 67 

AC Major Harry S. Copperthite Jr. 
CP , Gapt Donald G. Beattie 
FE TSgt Larry D. Davenport 
FE Sgt John. a. Kriletich 
RS SSgt Gary T. Osborne 
RS SSgt Robert Reisig 

, Ad*Glr.4444.,V, . 
:4  COPP 	JR. Major, USAF 

Aire 	Commander Jolly Green 67 

Jolly Green 30  

AC Capt Leonard A. Seegren 
CP Capt Dale R. Clark 
FE Sgt Jizmie D. Rash 
RS Sgt Roy T. Vogel 
AP AlC John T. Jenkins 
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compared to nLazteen, 2ourn„ and 	clt,;scribed in the preoecding 

three quarterly histories. A brief resume of this quarter's SARs follow: 

(C)  -Cn 11 Jay, a suecessful rescue was conducted for 'Playboy 

45 Alpha and Brago. 20The aircraft, a Navy T4F, was downed by enemy 

smv:11  arms fire at 09081,, 11 July 1970 in the southwest corner of 

of the A Shau Valley, Republic of Vietnam. Exact position YC 510/ 

905. 

(C) Spads.11/12 launched immediately from alert posture at 

DaNant (Channel'77). Spads 01102 fo4owed„ diverted from other mis-

sion requirements, also from Channel 77. Sandy s 01102 and 03/04 

scrambled fromNakhon Fnanom (AP or Channel 89) at appro)dmately the 

same tuna. 

(C) As the SIR site was 50 nautical miles (EM) from Channel 77 

and 170 NM from Channel 89, the Zpads had joined with two Jelly Greens 

and arrived in the area well ahead of the Sandys and their Jolly Greens. 

Spad 11 became the On-Scene Commander, and started his search for the 

Playboy 45 survivors. 

(0) The terrain in the 5A3 area was si7nificant in that kc ,'st 

formations rose Sharply to hchic, of 3,000 feet above the Valley 

floor. The two parachute canopies of the survivors were clealay 

visible about 600 feet above the valley floor. The karst caused 

erratic winds and turbulence. An additional problem of actuan.y 

locating the men through the dense foliage was encountered. 

11■11111111111011001111•1.1.0wromo.—....._ 
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location of 1.„.:xaa and Ira%o, 	 - 	 -1  

coordinated the pick-up attempt. While the Jolly Green made his run 

in, Spadz_01/02 reacted with ordnance to suppress ground fire. Alpha 

was picked up first, but the ground fire was so intense that the planned 

pick-up of Bravo was aborted. All four Spads went into action to 

cover the egress of the Jolly Green. 

(C) At this point, with hAlf of the rescue completed and the 

Spada expended,,the Sandy s arrived on location, and Sandy G3 assumed 

command. • 
./ 

(C) The Sandys marked the area With white phosporous rockets and 

the next run in by the jolly Green was attempted. Playboy 45 Bravo 

popped his signal smoke and the Jolly Green hovered, but was unable 

to locate the survivor. After several minutes, the ground fire started 

again and Jolly Grpen was driven off takinz several hits in the tail 

section. The Sandys struck aaain and an ideatical rua in was replanned 

with the addition of smoke cover. The same Jolly Green determined 

his hits were not serious, and as he knew the location, responded to 

the request to make the pick-up. 

(C) Ca this attempt the smoke was perfectly positioned, the 

Sandys went in to a "Daisy Chain" formation, and Playboy 45 Bravo 

was rescued without further incident. 

(C) A successful rescue was conducted on 26 July 1970, for Dipper 

01 Alpha and Bravo. 21However, Alpha died enroute to DaNang presumably 

..1•A 	
t . 	 • 	 . 

36 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



De/la .,• C 1? 6ij  
ir 3f cbe(terh 

rr/g 
DAuCPPo2-7-  

If' 	zce 

,5-ScR C 

RE) SIG- 

II JUL-i fIOcc,vu3 

C'ee-536"-) 

44Arzazgaiessee6' 

r.a -.The 
t1t2MEETZEY 

1),  Tot./ 	bui it) R 

1364 •1-/ C_. 

r ICASo/ t)  

SC e• -7-7  

cf1 1 4 

2?? 10 41 I-1 r 
si-A JecK6-A 

1/ 	C 

ro4010 

I . 	
S

6h4e,  
Cc5) 	:ec A) ef, 	L 6c ft 

6 7  
i:As. ?y)%.)SS r() 
u iert 	

e 	15cy 

odi -1 I y,./ 	4 sW 
1" , 	 tv-16 

6.5-  _583 1/-T. nu,fric e- 	23e/2 0 9 

LA, 	11 Lë.S 
.S ,  rl • c 	ebely/367 

o/ 
pas- I 11  rnric-i 	(4-  58 

feb  

4.1z sgy  
L. NI qe- 
3 OS '74 >z 	34 	I rt' 	o I 

-'97 Tf.S 
u tr5 oft) 	e  

Lic  

L/19 71-3  

t3  

3 0  .5-cf7 	 295/63// o 3 

Ss 	A - 

K P 

Fri 

u6.1612A Et 



1.31! ITION 	. 	 t4 Ai= a 

ThZ 1.14.17IL'41J1. n.r1 ILXI.G IZIOSS 

217.1.7, 	SCOTT 

Xmas, Sergeant James D., soott distinguished himself by heroism while participating 
in aerial flight as Parerescue ?ethnic:tan et au 26.5,0 ballaaptat sear quo, Tri s 

 Republic of Vietnam, on 11 July 1990. :ou that data, uhilo engaged in the mom of 
a downed United States Marine 	;ergeant 34settes bellasopter ease under intense 
boatila peandfire. Hit exposed himself to provide extrently socurato omppreasive 
fire, enipletely silsocing eme veepon, greatly eontrihotimg to the safe return of the 
helicopter and cm and to the sueassaful rescue of a fellow sirens, preventing his 
certain death or capture. The outstanding heroism and selfless deestime to duty die- 
played Sergeant Scott retied. great credit upon himself and the limited States Air 
faros. 



AF search, rescue operation 

saves downed Marine crew 
DA NANG — A recent search and 

rescue (SAR) operation by members 
of the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron here resulted  in  the 
rescue of two downed  Marine pilots M 
the  A Shau valley. 

"We  received word that  a Marine 
A-4  was  down over the south end of the 
A Shau Valley, and the survivors had 
parachuted from the stricken craft 
and landed about a  mile  apart," stated 
Maj.  Harry S. Copperthite,  aircraft 
commander of one of the four helicop-
ters involved in the SAR. 

"Arriving over the scene, we no-
ticed fighter aircraft Hying protective 
cover," continued the major. "There 
was no observable activity on the 
ground, so I made a run in on the first 
downed pilot and recovered him with-
out incident," he said. 

"The second run was not to be as) 
easy for we received enemy autoniatte 
weapons fire from the ground as we 
started our approach for the second pi-
lot," exclaimed Sgt. John C. Kriletich, - 

 a flight engineer aboard the rescue 
helicopter. "We immediately pulled 
off the target and joined with the other 
helicopter in the flight. As another 
flight of helicopters had arrived over 
the scene, we were instructed to re-
turn to Da Nang with our one passen-
ger," he said. 

The next flight of helicopters arriv-
ing on the scene was briefed on the 
operation, and the "low bird," the res• 
cue helicopter, commanded by Lt. Col. 
Albert L. Holcomb, 37th ARRS com-
mander, made the initial approach. 

"As we approached the area where 
we suspected the second Marine was 
located, he popped a smoke flare, and 
we sighted him immediately," stated 
Colonel Holcomb. 

"However, as we approached the 
smoke, we started taking hits from 
enemy ground fire surrounding the 
downed pilot," said the colonel. "We 
immediately pulled off the target to  

check the helicopter for damage. All 
systems seemed to be operating nor-
mally, so it was decided to attempt an-
other rescue," he said. 

"On this attempt crewrnernbers 
aboard the helicopter fired at the ene-
my with automatic weapons as we 
went into our hover to lower the jungle 
penetrator for the pilot to ride up on," 
declared the colonel. 



VALLEY 
DA NANG AFLD, Vietnarn - A 

-ecent search and rescue (SAR) 
veration by the 37th Aerospace Rescue 
trid Recovery Squadron here resulted in 
the rescue of two downed Marine pilots 
in the A Shim valley. 

"We received word that a  Marine A-4 
was down over the south end of the A 
Shau valley, and the survivors had 
parachuted from the stricken craft and 
landed about a mile apart,"  stated  Maj. 
Harry  S. Copperthite,  aircraft 
commander of one of the four 
helicopters involved in the SAR. 

"Arriving over the scene, we noticed 
fighter aircraft flying protective cover," 
continued, the major. "There was no 
observable activity on the ground so I 
made a run in on the first downed pilot 
and recovered him without incident," he  

fighters," declared the colonel. 
"This proved effective as the enemy 

fire passed below and away from us." 
explained Colonel liolcomb. 

'"You can believe that it was one 
very happy pilot we lifted aboard a few 
minutes Later," concluded the colonel, 

Both rescued pilots were examined 
later at DaNang and  found to be in need  

of little ITIOtt than a bath and a hot me 
after their rescue by the men of the 37' 
ARRSq. 

Flying rescue missions in Southea 
Asia since 1965, the two Marines we 
saves 582 and 583 for the men of tl 
squadron whose motto is "That Othe 
May Live." 

"The second run was not to be as 
easy for we received enemy automatic 
weapon fire from the ground as we 
stalled our approach for the second 
'pilot," exclaimed  Sgt. John C. Kriletich, 
a flight engineer aboard the rescue 
helicopter. "We immediately pulled off 
the target and joined with the other 
helicopter in the flight. As another flight 
of helicopters had arrived over the scene 
we were instructed to return to DaNang 
with our one passenger," he said. 

The next flight of helicopters 
arriving on the scene was briefed on the 
operation, and the low bird', the rescue 
helicopter commanded by Lt. Cot. 
Albert L.  Holcomb,  37th ARRSq 
commander, made the initial approach. 

"As we approached the area where 
we suspected the second Marine was 
located, he popped a smoke flare, and 
we sighted him immediately." stated 
Colonel I lolcom b. 

"However, as we approached the 
smoke, we started taking hits from 
enemy ground fire surrounding the 
downed pilot," said the colonel. "We 
immediately pulled off the target to 
check the helicopter for damage. All 
systems seemed to be operating 
normally, so it was decided to attempt 
another rescue," he said. 

"On this attempt crewmembets. 
aboard the helicopter fired at the enemy 
with automatic weapons as we went into 
our hover to lower the jungle penetrator 
for the pilot to ride up on. The fighter 
aircraft flying cover also dropped 

1  ordnance and straffed the area, A heavy 
smoke screen was also put down by the 



3 47th ARRS Saves TwoNlarines in A Shau 
A recent search and rescue be as easy for we received 

(SAR) operation by Air Force enemy automatic weapon fire 
members of the 37th Aero- from the ground as we start-
space Rescue and Recovery ed our approach for the se-
Squadron here resulted in cond pilot," exclaimed Sere 
the rescue of two downed geant  John C.  Kriletich of 
Marine pilots in the A Shau Concord, Calif., a flight 
valley. engineer aboard the rescue 

"We received word that a helicopter. "'le immediately 
Marine Ae4 was down over the pulled off the target And 
south end of the A Shau Val- joined with the other hell-
ley, and the survivors had copter in the flight. As a-
parachuted from the stricken nother flight of helicopters 
craft and landed about a had arrived over the scene, 
mile apart," stated Major we were instructed to return 
Harry S. Copperthite, air- to Da Nang with our one pas-
craft commander of one of senger," he said. 
the four helicopters ineol- 	The next flight of hell- 
ved in the SAR. 	 copters arriving on the 

"Arriving over the scene, scene was briefed on the op-
we noticed fightee aircraft era tion, and the "low Are, 
flying protective cover," the rescue helicopter, come 
continued the major. "There mended by Lieutenant Colonel 
was no observable activity Albert L. Holcomb, 37th A.1 )Z 
on the ground,  so I made a  commander, made the initial 
run in on the first downed approach. 
pilot and recovered him 	"As we approached the area 
without incident," he said, 	where we suspected the se- 

"The second run was not to cond Marina was located, he 
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582 Mal. (7oenerthite 

583 It/Col. Holcemb  

popped a smoke flare, and we 
sighted him immediately," 
stated Lt. Col. Holcomb. 

"However, as we approached 
the smoke, we started taking 
hits from enemy ground fire 
surrounding the downed pi-
lot," said the colonel. "We 
immediately pulled off the 
target to check the helicop-
ter for damage. All systems 
seemed to be operating nor-
mally, so it was decided to 
attempt another rescue," he. 
said. 

"On this attempt crewmeme 
bers aooard the helicopter 
fired at the enemy with au-
tomatic weapons as we went 
into our hover to lower the 
jungle penetrator for the 
pilot to ride up on. The 
fihter aircraft flying cov-
er also dropped ordnance and 
straffed the area. A heavy 
smoke screen was also put 
down by the fighters," de-
clared the colonel. 
This proved effective aS 

the enemy fire passed below 
and away from us," explained 
Lt. Col. Holcomb. 

"You can believe that it 
was one very peppy pilot we 
lifted aboard a few minutes 
later," concluded the colon-
el. 
3oth rescued pilots were 

examined later at Da i\l ang 
and found to be in need of 
little more than a bath and 
a hot meal after their res-
cue by the men of the 37th 
AARS. 

Flying rescue missions in 
Southeast Asia since 1965, 
the two Marines were saves 
582 and 583 for  the een of 
the squadron whose motto is 
"That Others May Live." 
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