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DATE: 11 JUL 70 16 July 1970

MISSION NUMBZR: 1-3-052-11 JUL 70

ATRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 24 Classified byl /-4
SUBJECT 10 GENSWAL DECTASSIFICATION
LOCATION: 275/51/77 SCEEDULE 07 EZEAUTIVE (RILR 11652

_ WUTOMS PLCALLY SO GRADED AT TWO
DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: PLAYBOY 45 (TAL) |MBAR INTERVALS, gl

;nscmumxrxxaoigl_§)£42;)
SAVES: 2 Combat

l. (C) King 2L was on ortit approximately 293/45/107. At 02052
King 24 heard a transmission on 243.0 UHF from Vanguard 380 who

was talking to a Playboy 45. The transmission was, "Understand

you are down at the southern end of the A Shau Valley, OK, I'll

get some help, Jjust stay whers you are," King 24 switched frequency
to 243.0 and asked Vanguard 380 what was happening, Fe informed King
2k that Playboy 45 was down and he was talking to Playboy 45 Alfa,
King 24 asked him to remain on scene until he arrived and confirmed
that it was a downed TAL aircraft with two persons on board, Xing 24
asked him to see if he could pin point the location of both the Alfa
and Bravo man without giving away their positions. King 24 appointed
hin On-Scene Commander (0SC),

2. (C) At 0209Z King 24 requested that Jolly Green 30 & &7, Spad 01,
02, 11 & 12 be launched from DaNang Air Base. RKing 24 informed Queen
of the information up to this point, King 24 also requested that the
back up helicopters, Jolly Green 65 & 66 be launched. King 2L was
informed that Sandy 01, 02, 03 & Ok were inbound from Ch 89 and that
their ETA was 03552, Jolly Green 30 & 67 were airborne at 02222 and
an scene at 0312Z, They were escorted by Spad O1 & 02 who were air-
barne at 02257 and on scene at 03127, Spad 11 & 12 were airberne at
0230Z and on scene at 0300Z. Joélly Green 65 & 66 were airborne at
0256Z and on scene at OLOSZ. I requested that King 27 be launched at
0322Z. He was airborne at O345Z and on scene at OLLSZ,

3. (C) Vanguard 380, Speedy 19 and Bilk 22 were on scene when King
2L arrived., Speedy 19 had pinpointed both survivers. At this time
Speedy 19 was appolmted OSC and Vanguard 380 and Bilk 22 performed
visual reconnaisance of the area to determine if there was any ground
fire from the area around the survivers, Speedy 19 reported the
weather as 3,000 to 4,000 feet scattered with fifteen miles visibil—
ity with moderate turbulence in the area of the survivors. He report-
ed the temperature to be 320 § and the terrain in the area up to 3500
feet, He said that the survivors were located at about the 2900 foot
elsvation on one of the mountains. Their position was UTH XC /89826,
coordinates 16-06N 107-20E, TACAN pesition 275/51/77.

ke (C) Spad 11 & 12 arrived on scene at 0300Z and received a briefing
from Speedy 19. After Spad 11 located the survivors Xing 2L appointed
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him OSC and Speedy 19 was asked to remain in the area for the
purpose of visual reconnaisance to determine the degree of hostile
activity. Spad 1l informed King 2i that he felt the area would
permit an immediate pickup attempt of the survivers and brought
Jolly Green 30 & 67 into the immediate area with Svad 01 & 02
escorting them. Jolly Creen 30 attempted the pickup at approxi-
mately OLOOZ. As Jolly Green 30 approached a hover over Playboy
L5A one of his engines flamed out and he immediately egressed to
the holding area about one mile to the scuthwest of the survivors.
Jolly Green 67 who had been in the immediate area moved in to
attempt a pickup., Jolly Green 30 reported that he had successfully
restarted hls engine and everything was OK. Jolly Green 67 made a
successful pickup of Playboy L5A at OLIOZ. During the recovery
Jolly Green 67 received small arms fire but didn't appear to have
taken any hits. King 2L ordered Spad 11 to withdraw all SAR forces
and to have Jolly Green 30 and 67 return to DaNang because of the
engine trouble of Jolly Green 30, Spad 1l informed King 24 that he
was approaching bingo fuel.

5. (€) Earlier, at 0310Z Sandy 01, 02, 03 & Ok had arrived on scene.
When Jally Green 30 experienced his engine difficulty Sandy 01 & 02
wera dispatched to Ch 69 to rendezvous with Jolly Green 65 & 66 to
escort them to the scene, Spad 01 & 02 were directed to escort Jolly
Green 30 until he could Join up with Jolly Green 67. Sandy 01 & 02
and Jolly Green 65 & 66 arrived on scene at OLOSZ, At OL1BZ Sandy 03
was appointed OSC and Spad 11 and 12 escorted Jolly Green 30 & 67 to
DaNang. Spad Ol & 02 remained on scene to assist Sandy 03. Sandy 01,
02, 03 & O4 along with Spad 01 & 02 delivered ordnance in the area
around Playboy 45B. At approximately OLLS Sandy 03 directed Jolly
Green 65 to attempt a pickup of the survivor. As Jolly Green 65
approached his position he received a small amount of small arms fire,
Jolly Green 65 was unable to locate the surviver and was dirscted to
egress from the area, King 24 requested Queen to launch Jolly Green
20 & 23 at OLL7Z, They were airborne at OL58Z, At 0500Z Jolly Green
65 went in to attempt another pickup of Playbe « At 05102 a suc-
cessful recovery of the survivor was accompiished, All SAR forces
successfully egressed from the area. _Both survivors were reported to
be in good condition.and were taken to DaNang.

6. (U) SAR Farces Not Used:

Smoke 31, 32, 33 & 34
Jolly Green 20, 23
King 27

7. (U) King 24 Crewmembers:

AMC/AC CPT REAME
CP

LTC ALLGCCD FE

; Jm Inu "LW :;ts; Captm, US}»F
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Other Resources Not Used:

Jason LO1 (2 A7)
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MISSION NARBATIVE REPORT

DECLASSIFIED (07

DATE: 11 July 1970
MISSION NUMBER: (1-3-052) 11 Jul 70
FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 65 and 66

"Classisiea b

) EEB X AERTTOTIN o .
MISSION OBJECTIVE: Search and Rescue Playboy 45 ﬁm%cgggfggmj“;?g;;éF AT 10N
AUTOMATICALLY Do me ok +1652
LOCATION: 230/29/69 YBAR Ihjrmgaﬂm;sﬂo..muaww AT TWO

DE
SAVES: Qne Combat Save - ST “”«LL&)JAQ_,L

1. (C) At 1030L Jolly Green 65 and 66 two/HH-53C were notified to scramble

as back up foF Jolly Green 30 and 67 who had been scrambled to 275/51/77.

Jolly Green 65 was airbornme at 1110L and proeeeded to a holding point over
Channel 69. At 1230L Jolly Green 65 and 66 rendezvoused with Sandy 11 and

12 (A-1E) for escort to the high holding point, which was 225/32/69. Jolly
Green 65 entered holding at 12/(Land completed the descent and before land-

ing, and Hostile checklist. Sandy 03 briefed on SAR Primary that the run in
would be down the east of a ridge line which ran north south to the valley
floor, At the tip of the ridge a sharp turn west would be made and the sur-
viver was just on the west side of the ridge. Also, due to the winds coming
down and around the ridge, it would be extremely turbulent. Jolly Green 65
Jjettisoned the tip tanks and at 1250L started the run in., As the turn to the
west was started and Jolly Green 65 was slowing to go over the ridge, ground
fire was observed coming from the 2 o'clock position over the top of the hel-
icopter. The survivor popped his smoke and Jolly Green 65 came to a hover
directly over his position. The Pilot had to hold full aft cyclic and consider-
able left cyclic to maintain position as the wind was a left quartering tail
wind about 30 knots. The survivor's smoke and chute could be seen, but not

the survivor as the folisge was extremely dense. He :

ridge approximately 200 ft below the helicopter, but dus to the steepness of
the slope, Jolly Green 65 was unable to hover lower as trees were only 30 £t
from the left side. Ground fire was called by the tail gunner from 3 ofclock.
Jolly Green 65 turned 180° to move back over the survivors chute

eraft. could not back up due to full control travel already being used. Sgt
Heltech then saw an explosion to the right of the aft ramp and the aircraft
Jumped from taking a large cal hit at 1255L. Jolly Green 65 pulled off and
egressed out the reciprocal of the run in to assess the damsge. Minor damage
was noted, however all ingtruments checked normsl, so it was decided to
attempt another run in the same way. At 1350L the second run in was started.
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The survivor did not have another asmoke so Jolly Green 65 would have to hover
over the chute and search for him. The gurvivor did have a pengun flare that
the Copilot spotted, but the position conld not be pin pointed as Jolly Green
65 had not turned left over the ridge. As Jolly Green 65 approached the hover
over the chute, the Flight Engineer directed the Pilot over the survivors
position and then lowered the penetrator, As the folisge was extremely densas,
the gurviver could not see the penetrator and moved right past it. Iarge cal.
ground fire was called out by the Copilot and left gunner coming from the 9
o'clock pogition at approximately 150 £t and 30 £t below the aircraft on the
side of the ridge. The rounds passed directly under the aircraft and the PJ
immediately opened fire and silenced the weapon. He co
suppresaive fire, strafing the entire area to the
Ground fire also was coming from the 3 and 5:30 o
gunner was providing suppressive fire and the Flight Engineer then broughtthe
penetrator up and directing the Pilot, dropped it right by the survivor. The
survivor saw the cable and followed it to the penetrator, climbed on board and
was hoigted to the aircraft. All this time the Sandies were dropping CBU,
smoke and gtrafing in a dalay chain around Jolly Green 65. The asmoke was very
effective and provided good cover from the area of hostile fire that was noted
on the first run in. As the survivor was hoisted to the door, the left gunner
left his position and haunled him into the aireraft. A 180° turn was started
and egress was accomplished at 1315L on the reciprocal of the run in. Jolly
Green 65 joined with Jolly Green 66 and returmed to Channel 77, The survivor
was in good condition and had no known injuries. Inspection of battle damage

after landing showad 4 hits in the tall gection from small arms, the tail rotor
%Mmm,thodﬂwmmmﬁ
knocke > and a large dent was found in one main rotor blads. The take off,
enroute, area, and landing weather was not a factor. Radio discipline was
good. No Pararescuemen were deployed. The survivor was in good condition and

was not treated for any injuries. Upon landing he was examined and released
by the Flight Surgeon. Air refueling was not required.

2. 3 Sorties/3.6hrs/HH-3E/37ARRS; 3 Sorties/7.Ohrs/HE-53C/37ARRS; 4 Sorties/
géahrq/x-m’m, 56 SOW; 8 Sorties/20.6hrs/A~1E/56 SOW; 2 Sorties/5.8hrs/HC-130F/

3. WA “Crassirteanyllel ) M%
SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION

Le N/A SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11852
AUTOMATTCALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO

5., N/A YEAR INTERVALS. ] I " j(
DECLASSIFIED ON
6. Jolly Green 65 Crew Jolly Green 66 Crew
AC It Col Albert L. Holcomb Capt Karlton J. Bakke
CP Capt David W. Wammer Capt Aaron T. Stacy
FE ©Sgt Donald R. Erickson, Jr, AlC Patrick B. Wolfe
PJ MSgt James D. Scott MSgt Malcolm E. Williams
PJ TSgt John F. Heitsch SSgt Duane D. Hackney

@%{ML USAF ’-'-"'-'1'-:':?2“:‘_"

Commander Jolly Green 65 o i
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MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT é7
DATE: 11 July 1970 DECLASSIFIED

MISSION NUMBER; (1-3-052) 11 July 70

FLIGHT DESIGNATIN: Jolly Greens 30 and 67
Classified by A

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Marine TA-4 (Playboy 45 Alpha and TO GENERAL DECLASSIFIOATTON
SC»’I@UIE OF EXZRCUTIVE ORDER 11852

LOCATION: 230/29/69 AUTOMATICALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO
YEAR INTERVALS.

SAVES: One Combat Save DERCLASSIFIED 08 D) @-{JJLL

1. (C) Jolly Green 67 (HE~53C) and Jolly Green 30 (HH-3E) were scrambled by
Queen at 0213Z., Jolly Green 30 (low) and Jolly Green 67 (High) were airborme
at 0224%Z. Weather at Da Nang was VFR. Objective was a Marine Ti-4 (Flayboy
45 Alpha and Bravo) reported downed by ground fire at the south end of the
Ashau Valley, position approximately 275/,5/77. BBSGLEE Spads 1) and 12 (AlE's)
departed Da Nang for the last reported pogition and advised Jolly Green aircraft
to continue on and hold above the cloud deck approximately 10 miles east of the
reported position. Enroute weather was approximgtely 5500 broken and 6 plus.
Cooperation and cordination of the BESCCETwas excellent. The Spads pin pointed
Alpha and Brave annrid?elinommaﬂormhhmnxporb. Survivors

were about & mile apart (position 230/29/69) on the aide of the: hill at approx-
imgtely 2000 and 2900 £t elevation, Weather in the pick up ares was approximately
5500 broken and 6 plus, with winds gusting from the west. An unknown FAC air-
craft reported moderate turbulence, and had to pull out because of possible
structure damage. Survivors and Spads reported no ground fire or movement and
both Jolly Greens were directed to proceed inbound and hold approximately 3
miles west of survivors at 4500'. At 0400Z Spad Iead d.i.rected. Jolly Greem 30
in for the pickup. Dm-ingthaspprthousz-emBD aneﬂaineagdpuund

off, The was scted Jo re
assune [oW.. Atappmximta:;rm.o'zz.rouy Grose 7mmqnthammdatm-
ed in for the pickup, Pickup run was west to
Jolly Green 67 moved down the esst side of the L
‘mthelnrtsidenppmzimtelyhnlfwwdmmalapu. A lazy 8 left turm was
‘Rade over the survivor and ahigh hover (approximately 1,0') assumed. Wind

and turbulence made the hover difficult and sometime was lost ( be

3-5 minutes) trying to hold directly over the survivor. Flayboy 45 Alpha. was
hoisted aboard at approximately 04157 and Spad lesd directed Jolly Greem 67 %o
Bravo who was spproximately I mile SE of Alphs. Bmvopoppadhismkaandan
spproach was started, His position was difficult to spot due to the dense ground
cover. Hover manuevers were started as Bravo directed us in to his exact position.
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He was finally gpotted in a emall ravine and the hoist deployed. (Weather and
winds same as Alpha pogition). 'As the hoigt started down the #2 gun position
reported two hogtiles firing hand held automatic wespons from the 3 o'clock
position. (When the mini gun was moved out of the door to deploy the hoist,

the Instructor Flight Engineer moved into this position with a Ger 15). Ground
fire was called out and either Spad lead or King adviged Jolly Green 67 to pull
off. Defensive fire was returned from the #2 and 3 gun position, and Jolly Green
67 broke straight shead and returned to the holding point. At approximately
04302 Spad Iead directed Jolly Green 67 to accompany Jolly Green 30 to Da Nang
gince Jolly Green 65 and 66 were in pesition to resume the SAR. Jolly Green 67
.and 30 had an uneventfyl f£light to Da Nang and landed at 04522, Playbey 45 Alpha
was in excellent condition and acted very calm and collected during the pickup.
He provided excellent vectoring and materislly sssisted the recovery. Radio
digeipline throughout the SAR effort was outstanding, Jolly Green 67 did not
take any hits, all rounds appearsd to pass below the helicopter. Alr refueling
was not necessary. Survivor waa treated for minor seratches by the Pararescue
Specialist and released to medial authorities upon arrival at Da Neng.

2. 3/3.6/HH-3B/37ARRS; 3/8.1/HB-53/3TARRS; 4/9.4/A-1E/OL-AA 56 SOW; &/20.6/
A-1E/ 56 SOW; 2/5.8/HC-130P/39ARRS. FAC and other perticipeting aircraft times
not available, ‘

3. N/A

Le N/A

5. N/A

6. Jolly Green Crewss

olly Green 67 Jolly Green 30

AC Major Herry S. Copperthite Jr. Capt Leonard A. Seagren
CP _Capt Donald G. Beattie Capt Dale B. Clark

FE TSgt Larry D. Davenport Sgt Jimmie D. Rash

BS
RS

REERE

ggg g:rw T. Bﬁa:;;m AlC Jobn T. Jenkins
R Tssrisasry ) Al
‘ 4 . _ SUBJRCT TO GENERAL DECLASSIFTCATION
) /" . SCHEDULE 0F EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652
¢ ITE, JR./ Major, USAF WUTOMATTCALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO
Commander Jolly Green 67 ‘ WBRAR INTERVALS.

DECTASSIFIED GH; ) d L(A_/W

i

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


DECLASSIFIED

Voa Gl =

rescuy roie, e Ving usrilalmavai iy osly Jove acbive FAR om
compered o rinsulen, Joulieln; and nLae described inm the preceeding
three gquarteriy histories, A& brief resumrs of this quarter's-SARs follow:

{(C) “Cn 11 July, a successfil rescue was conduched for Playboy
L5 Alpha and Bravo,2OThe sdreraft, ¢ Navy Tal®, vias downed by enemy
small arms fire ab 0908L, 11 Juiy 197C in the soulawzst corner of
of the A Shau Valley, Republic of Vietnam, Zxact position YC 510/
905, |

(b) Spads;ll/lZ 1auﬂched immediately from alert posture zt
DaNang'(Channei’??). Spads 01/02 followed, diverted from other mis-
sion requirements, also from Chamnel 77, Sandys 01/02 and 03/CL
serambled from Nazkhon Pranom (WKP or Channel 89) at approximetely the
same time,

(C) As the SAR site was 50 navtical miles (M) from Channel 77
and 170 N from CHamel 89, the Cpads hed joined with two Jeily CGreens
ard arxived in the arsza well zhead of the Sandys and their Jolly Greens.
Spad 11 became the On-3cene Commander, and started his search for ithe
Playboy LS survivors.

(C) The terrain in the SiR area wos sizaificant in that kaorss

Fad

formations rose sharpiy to heizhis of 3,000 fzet above the Vallcy

Lol

floor, The {wo parachuie canoples of the swrvivors were cleszly
visible about 600 feet zbove ithe valley floor, The karst caused
erratic winds and turbulence, An additiocnal problem of actually

locating the men through the dense folisge was encountered.
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coordinated the pick~up atiermpt, Whilec the Jolly Grecen made his run

in, Spads OL/02 reacted with ordnance to suppress grownd fire, Alpha
was picked up first, but 'bhel ground fire was so interse that the planned
plck=up of Bravo was avorted. Al four Srads went into zciion o

cover the egress of the Jolly Green,

(C) At this point, with half of the rescue completed and ithe
Spads e:fpended, the Sar.dy*s arrived on location, and Sandy 03 zssumed
cormmand., ',‘ ;

(C) The S@ys marked the area W‘fth white phosperous reclkets and
the next mm in by the Joliy Green was attempbed. Playboy LS Bravo
popped nis signal smoke and the Jolly Green hovered, but was wable
to locate the swrvivor, After several minutes, the ground fire started
again eand Jelly Grepen was driven off takinz scveral hits in the tail

cuvleal run in was replazned

secticne, The Sandys struck ggain and an i
with the addition of swmoke cover. The same Jolly Green determined
his hits were not serious, and 2s he knew the location, responded to
the reguest 1o malz the *rlI*"-uo.

(C) Ca this attempt the smeokz waz perfecily positioned, the
Sandys went in to a "Jaisy Chzin® fermation, and Playboy L5 Brave
was rescued withoul further incident,

(C) 2L successful rescue was conducted on 26 July ,.9;0 for Dipper
: 2

2 T - b A
Ol Alpha and Bravo.'-lhowever, Alrha died earoute to Dah‘.r'g presumably

- - i
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JMES 3. SCOTT

Haster Sergesnt Jemes U. Seott distinguished himself Ny Deroisn while participating
in serdsl flight as Psrarvsews Teehnisisn eof en HB-53C helicopter near Gmeny Tri,

fspublie of Vietnms, on 11 July 1970. <n that date, while engaged in the reseus of
e downed United Jtates “avine pllet, Sergsant Seott's helicepter came usder intense
hostile grewndfire, He expesed himself o provide extremsly sccurate smppressive

fire, esspletely sileneing ems wespon, greatly eentriduting te the safe return of ths
mmpmm_mmuwm:unnmcnwummm
eurtain desih or sapture. The ewtstanding heroiss end selfless devetion te Gty die-
played ty Sergeant Scoti refleet great eredit wpos himeelf snd the United States Alr



AF search, rescue operation
saves downed Marine crew

DA NANG — A recent search and
rescue (SAR) operation by members
of the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron here resulted in the
rescue of two downed Marine pilots in
the A Shau valley.

“We veceived word that a Marine
A-4 was down over the south end of the
A Shau Valley, and the survivors had
parachuted from the stricken craft
and landed about a mile apart,”’ siated
Maj. Harry S. Copperthite, aircraft
commander of one of the four helicop-
ters involved in the SAR.

“Axriving over the scene, we no-

ticed fighter aircraft flying protective

cover,” continued the major. “There
was no obseérvable activity on the
ground, so I made a run in on the first
downed pilot and recovered him with-
ant incident,” he said,

“The second Tun was not 1o be a8
easy for we received enemy automa
weapons fire from the ground as we
started our approach for the second pi-

lot,” exclaimed Sgi. John €. Kriletich,

a flight engineer aboard the rescue
helicopter. “We immediately pulled
off the target and joined with the other
helicopter in the flight. As another
flight of helicopters had arrived over
the scene, we were instructed to re-
turn to Da Nang with our one passen-
ger,” he gaid,

The next flight of helicopters arriv-
ing on the scene was briefed on the
operation, and the “‘low bird,” the res
cue helicopter, commanded by Lt. Cal.
Albert L. Holeomb, 37th ARES com-
mander, made the initial approach.

“As we approached the area where
we suspected the second Marine was
Jocated, he popped a smoke flare, and
we sighted him immediately,” stated
Colonel Holcomb.

“However, as we approached the
smoke, we started taking hits from
enemy ground fire surrounding the
downed pilot,” said the colonel. “We
immediately pulled off the target to

check the helicopter for damage. All
systems seemed to be operating nor-
mally, so it was decided to attempt an-
other reseue,” be said.

“On this attempt crewmembers
aboard the helicopter fired at the ene-
my with automatic weapons as we
went into our hover to lower the jungle
penetrator for the pilot to ride up on,”
declared the colonel.



DA NA,NG AFLD Vietnam —
recent search and rescue (SAR}
‘operation by the 37th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Sauadron here resulied in
the rescue of two downed Marine pilots
in the A Shau valley.

“we received word that a Marine A4
was down over: the south end of the A
Shau valiey, and the survivors had
parachuted from the stricken craft and

landed about 4 mile apart,” stated Maj.
Harry 5. Coppeithite, aircraft
commander of ong of the four

elicopters involved in the SAR.

“Arriving aver the scene, we noticed
fighter aircraft flying protective cover,”
continued, e major. “There was no
lobservable activity on the ground so |
made a run in on the first downed pilot
and recovered him without incident,” he

said,
GROUND FIRE

“The second run was not to be as
easy for we received enemy automatic
weapon fire from the ground as we
statted our approach for the second
pitot,” exclaimed Sgt. John €. Kritetich,
a flight engineer aboard the rescue
helicopter. “We immediately pulled off
the target and joined with the Other
| helicopter in the flight. Asanother flight
of helicopters had arrived over the scene
we were instructed to return to DaNang
with our oné passenger,” he said.

The next Ffight of helicopters
arriving on the scene was briefed on the
operation, and the ‘low bird’, the rescue
helicopter commanded by Lt Cob
Albert L. Holeomb, 37th ARRSg
commander, made the initial approach.

“Ag we approached the area wher
we suspécted the second Marine was
located, he popped a smoke flare, and
we sighted him immediately.” stated
Colonel Holcomb.

FIGHTING BACK

“However, as we approached the
smoke, we started taking hits from
enemy ground fire surrounding  the
downed pilot,” said the colonel. “We
immediately pulled off the target to
check the helicopter for damage. Al
systems seemed to be operating
normally, so it was decided to attempt
another rescue,” he said.

“On this attempt
aboard the helicopter {ired at the enemy
with automatic weapons as we went info
our hover to lower the jungle penetrator
for the pilot to ride up on. The fighter
aircraft flving cover also dropped
ordnance and straffed the area, A heavy
moke screen was also put down by the

crewmembers:

ﬁg}ﬂcr\ dectared 1he colonel,

“This proved effective as the enemy
fire: passed below und away from ug.”
explained Colonel Holcomb,

“You can believe that it was one
very happy pilot we lifted aboard a few
minutes Liter,” concluded the colonel,

Both resgued pilots were examined
later at DaNang and found to be in need

| PILOTS RESCUED FROM A SHAU VALLEY

of hittle mose than a bath and 4 hot mea
after their rescue by the men of the 37t
ARRSq.

Flying rescue missions in Southeas
Asia since 1965, the two Marines wer
gaves 582 und 583 for the men of the
squadron whose matto is “That Others
May Live.”
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37th ARRS Saves Two Marines in AShau

A recent search and rescue
(SAR) operation by Air Force
members of the 37th Asro-
space Rescue and Recovery
Squadron hers resulted in
the rescue of two downed
Marine pilots in the A Shau
valley.

"Je received word that a
Marine A-4 was down over the
south end of the A Shau Val-
ley, and the survivors had
parachuted from the stricken
craft and landed about a
mile apart," stated Major
Harry S. Copperthite, air-
craft commander of one of
the four helicopters invol-
ved in the SAR,

"Arriving over the scense,
we noticed fighter aireraft
flying protective cover,”
sontinued the major., "There
was no observable activity
on the ground, so I made a
run in on the first downed
pilot and recovered him
without incident,” he said,

"The second run was not to

bas as easy for we received
enemy automatic weapon fire
from the ground as we start-
ed our approach for the gse-
cond pilot," exclaimed Ser=
geant John C, Kriletich of
Concord, OCalif., a flight
engineer aboard the rescue
helicopter. "We immediately
pulled off the target and
joined with the other heli-
copter in the flight, As a-
nother flight of helicopters
had arrived over the scens,
we wers instructed to return
to Da Nang with our one pas-
senger,” he said.

The next flight of heli-
copters arriving on the
scens was briefed on the op-
eration, and the "low oird",
the rescue helicopter, com-
manded by Lieutenant Colonel
Alvert L, Holcomb, 37th ARRS
commander, made the initial
approach,

"As we approached the area
where we suspected the se-
cond Marine was located, he

GUNFIHTER GAZETTE
8 AUG. 1970

TWO FTRSTS FOR 11 JULY 1970

582

Mai. Copperthite

83 1t/Col. Holecomb

popped & smoke flare, and we
gighted him immediately, "
stated Lt., Col, Holcomb.

"However, as we approached
the smoke, we 8 taking
hits from enemy ground fire
surrounding the downed pi-
lot," said the colonel, "We
immediately pulled off the
target to check the helicop-
ter for damage. All systems
seemed to be operating nor-
mally, 8o it was decided to
attempt another rescue," he.
said.

"On this attempt crewmem—
bers aooard the helicopter
fired at the snemy with au-
tomatic weapons as we went
into our hover to lower the
jungle penetrator for the
pilot to ride up on., The
fighter aireraft flying cov-
er alaso dropped ordnance and
straffed the area, A heavy
smoke screen was also put
down by the fighters,” de-
clared the colonel.

This proved effective as
the enemy fire passed below
and away from us," explained
Lt. Col. Holcomb,

"You can believe that it
was one very uappy pilot we
lifted aboard a few minutes
later,” concluded the colon~-
el.

Both rescued pilots were

examined later at Da ‘ang
and found to be in need of
little more than a bath and
a hot meal after their res-
cue by the men of the 37th
ARRS,
Flying rescue missions in
Southeast Asia since 1965,
the two Marines were saves
582 and 583 for the men of
the squadron whose motto is
"That Others May Live,"
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