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MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT

DAT 6 Jun 70

td

MISSION NUMBER: (1-3-047) 6 Jun 70.

FLIGH! DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 27 and Jolly Gugen &4 .q hvw / 3pALD

SUBJECT
MISSICH OBJECTIVE: "Lemon' (AC-119) e HTEFGW’%; fxﬂmiﬁlgm
LOCATION: 4 IO radius 16-07N; 108-21E : Oﬁﬁnﬁgﬁ;ﬁ DO#WNGRADED AT THO
DECLASSIFIED ON 1 [

SAVIS: 4L Combat Saves Credited

1. (C) Queen notified the Alpha Crews at 1410Z at the Jolly Green Hootch (Bldg 539)
that they were scrambled to pick up 10 survivors from an AC 119 Stinger aircraft with
the call sign "Lemon"., .Estimated position was 4-10 NM east of Channel 77. Jolly
Green 27 and Jolly Green 6/ (HH-3E's) were airborme at 1430Z. Initial contact with
Queen revealed that Pedro (H-43) was on scene cormender and that the main group of
survivors were just off the shore by the China Beach R & R center. The Jollies pro-
ceeded direct to this ares which was already cluttcrzd with at least four Army chopper
and Pedro. 45 vwe arrived one survivor was walliing out of ths water onto the besach
where he was being rescusd by an Army chonpsr. The sssrch area nesr the besch was

too C“owded yith helicopters so th3 Jolliss aicanded their geareh 1o zet the swvivors
further oul to sea. Joliy Green 27 began to talx to survivors on zuard and bezan to
(=)

locate individual survivors. Jolly Gresen 64 begzan a creeping line search woriing
from the sghore (Chins Beach) ssaward. Vice Squad relayed that lemon 10 was tangled

in his chute and needesd immediate aid, but no one ceuld give a position for him,

dolly Green 27 climed to 2000 feet i g1 attempt to conlact Lemon 10 and 1ocate his
positioa by DF methods but eould not establiszh radic contact with him, However, Jolly
Gresn 27 did contact Iemon Q7. ao 2y Grssn 27 blinkec his sserecn light until Zemen Q7
wee able to locate and idsatify nis fron the Sther aireraft in the area. Then the

loating with nis LZU 1nAlatbu, fuel trensfar was s S
ta gco lus each before Jettisoning the tips. A4is 5001 48 vhe fuel transfer was complete
and the tips jettisoned, Jolly Gresn 27 draorged the FJ into the water next to the sur- -
vivor. When the PJ deverminhead that the survivor was ready for pickup, Jolly Green 27
landed in the water to expedite since the light was inadeguate for a hover and Lemon
10 wes still ca’ling for immediate ald. The survivor and FJ were brought aboard the
aireraft with no problems at 15100 and the survivor was in excellent condition. Jolly
Green 2” resutied his search for lemon 10 bub aualn was unaple to contaet him despite
the fact that Viee Sgued was monitoring his ealls, 4t about 15002 Jolly Cr-en 6L
spotted wnat azpearsd to be a strobe light in the water gbout 2 miles o [ shore abean
Chine Beach. The position was rartially illznirated by nearby parschute f+arss and

by a Stinger Wiiite light which was in The same area that Lemon 07 was in, at the time

1izht was p_aCﬂu on steady and Lemon U7 was Instruciza to give dolly (reen “7 vechors

r;;nt and left to fly over nls positions as Jolly Gressn 27 paszsed over t surviver
verbed Yo bring the main tzsks up
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Jolly Green 64 began'his approach. Jolly Green 64 entered a hover at about 150t
altitude and 100' short of the strobe and could see a man floating in an LPU
waving his arms. The aircraft was brought to a point opposite the survivor and a
few yards avay and descended to 35' to deploy a PJ. The spray made it impractical
to remain at this altitude and the hover was increased to 80' and the RAD AILT
function of the AFCS engaged. The AFCS held a fairly steady altitude and greatly?
venhanced the safety of the recovery maicing it much easier to hold a steady hover.
The hoist was lowered and the PJ quickly had the survivor strapped on the penetrator
and the penetratrator was brought up. The PJ did not come up with the surviver
due to the difficulty of getting on with full gear and trying to keep the survivor
in position. At about 1513Z the penetrator was lowered azain and the PJ recoversd
without incident. Consideration was given to dropping smokes in the conventional
pattern, but once the survivor was sighted conditions were such that it was more
practical to remain in position and proceed with the pickup. The very professional
work of ALC Wolfe (FE) made this pici: up possible. Without the calm and precise
-directions given by AlC Wolfe, acting as hoist operator, under very difficult con-
ditioms it would have been impossible to hold a hover with enough precision to
effect a rescue. After the survivor and PJ were on board and the survivor (Lemon
02) was determined to be uninjured, Jolly Green 64 resumed the creeping line sarch,
About this time Jolly Green 27 estebiished contact with Lemon 03. Jolly Green 27
procseded to work lemon O3 in the same merner as Lemon 07. Lemon 03 was aprarsnt-
1y confusing Jolly Green 6/ who was closer to hin with Jolly Green 27 whon he was
directing. Uhen he indicated that Jolly Green 27 flew directly over him a flare
was cropped into the water., ILemon 03 informed Joliy Green 27 that he had a flare
ready if we wanted him to nop it. Jslly Gresn 27 recuested his flars end startad
an avproach. Howevsr, Jolly Green 64 havpened to be cioser to the survivor at the
time and believed tie flare he sighted t5 be still another survivor due to the
confusion in vectoring. The flare vas sizhted on the edze of the water on the SE
side of lonitey Mountein. So Jolly Gresn 64 made & 50! reconnaisance pass parallel-
ing the shore position and saw & man standing on a rock in his LPU at the edge of
the water. Jolly Green 64 ceze tac: sround and entered a hover abeanm the survivor
and deployed the other PJ, The IJ suzs to the roe: uzon which tlie survivor was
standing and assistel hiu on the peneirator and defleted nis I°U. Then the I'J
boardzd the penstrator anad they were botlr brouzht sbcard the aircraft at 15237

The survivor was in excellsnt coadition. Jolly Green 27 again elinted to search
for Lemoa 10 and again failed to contazct hinm. Hovever, Lemon Ol caue up voice

and sald he was northeast of loniey lountein drifting rapidly westwerd. Jolly Green
27 located Lemon Ol with the blinking light procedure and ths &id of Lemon 01's
strobe light at 045/15/77. ‘fnen Jolly Green 27 had & visual reference to Lemon 01
floating in his survival raft, he dropped a mariking flare. 8ince it wasz too dark
to attempt a hoist pickup and Jolly Creen 27 had used its last flare as a merker,
the pickup was delayed until Basketball 37 (0-130) could drop flares in the area.
Basketball 37 did an outstanding job in locating Jolly Green 27 amid the confusisn
of numerous helicopters and confusing radio chatber in the area. As soon as the
flares were closeenough so that Jolly Grsen 27 could mals the pickup, the FJ yas
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agedn deployed to prepare the surviver and sink the life raft. Since the light
was still marginal for a hover pickup and Jolly Green 27 was approsching minimum
fuel, a water landing was again made and the PJ and the gurvivor were brought on
board the aircraft at 15572. Jolly Green 27 returned to Channel 77 immediately
and landed at 16107 with the two survivors in good condition. Jolly Green 64
still had 2 hrs fuel on board at this time and remained to assume on scene command
and coniinue the search for Lemon 10. A becper believed to be his was heard
several times but no voice contact could be made. Jolly Green 64 was not able to
get & UHF DF bearing on the beeper and believed his UHF DF to be inoperative.
Jolly Green 64 requested Queen to attempt to bring an aireraft to the scene with
an operational UHF DF. At about 1620 Pedro returned to the gcene and attempted
to home in on the beeper but the gignal was only received very briefly and was
very weak and could not be used. Jolly Green 64 reguested that Basketball 37 drop
flares along the IIE shore of ljonkey Mountain moving from south to north and Pedro
and Jolly Green 64 continued a low level sesrch of the cosst and water %o seaward
trying to gpot the survivor. Jolly Green 27 became airborne sgain at 1700Z after
refualing and water-washing the engines in order %o continue the search for lemon
10.% Jolly Green 27 and Jolly Green 64 thoroughly searched the area north of

Mbnﬁe;’lhunmain and south of a line from 020/08/77 to 060/12/77 and the entire
shore line of Monkey lountain. Basizelbell continued to provide outsbandingly
accurate flare support for the search. King 37 reported a fazint beeper at OBCVIO
/77, but search in that arsa gave nezative “esu_ts. Jolly Green 64 returned to
Channel 77 and landed abt 18052, with two survivors in good condition. Jolly Green
7 eontinusc the ssarch long eﬂuurh to coordinete Basite ball with Flotilla 14
{Suift Boab) so thet they could continue ths ssarch as long as the flares lasted.
Jolly Grien 27 returied to Channel 77 at 1830%

Sdidee =

2. 3 Sorties/6.5hrs/37i7R3; 2 Sortiss/2.%hrs/Det 7, 38i313; 1 Sortis/shrs/394RES.
3. 4 Flotillag Boats (FF) used for Harvor Sec¢ixrity Control.

Ae CGuzen, Vier Sguad, Oogzshtel Surveilance Jenter, Harborr Sscurity Senter, snd
severs]l Swifl Bosta.

Je 411 > parerescuemen vere deployec into thz waier ts prepare the survivors

for rescue, and the Jolly Green 27 2J was dsplojyed twices They all pevrformed in

an outstanding and professional manner under the most exirsne and taxing couditions,
so that the surV1vors vere all ia excelleat condiiion when they were brow ht avozrd
the rospective sireraflt.

6. Joil Gresn 27 Jolly Gpsen 64

AC Capt Charles i« Hodlman Jr. AC Yaj Albsrt VW. Palmer
CP Capt Roneld 4. lorino CP Csot laron T. Stacy

I8 ¢« 88z% dohn W. Slecorn FZ 416 Patrick B. lolfe
El  ggb Lagwy 3. Meyers PJ 8%gt Curtis . Phythisn

PJ 88gt larry I. Pzlaoer
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5 May: Jolly Green 65 and 64 were scrambled to the scene of
a downed F-4, OSome difficulty in pinpointing the two survivor was
experienced, however the pickup was made with no trouble. This was
the first pickup made by a Buff from the 37 ARRS., Mission number
1-3-038.

25 May: Jolly Green 23 and 27 were on an alert training exer-
cise when two pilots from an F-4 ejected feet wet. J.G. 23 and 27
orbited the survivors as they descended in their chutes. Pickup
was made immediately, one each for J.G. 23 and 27, This was the
shortest, flying time, pickup made by the 37 ARRS - 1hr 45min total
for both aircraft., Mission number 1-3-042.

1 Jun: Jolly Green 65 and 27 were diverted from orbit to the
scene of a downed CH-46, The CH-46 crashed from landing in a booby-
trapped landing zone. J,G, 65 hovered over each of the ten survivors
who could not move due to land mines and booby-traps. The ten survi-
vors were recovered ancd brought to DaNang. Mission number 1-3-045,

4 Jun: Jolly Green 66 and 65 were scrambled to the scene of a
downed OH-6, J.G. 66 made the piciup of two survivors in a very
hostile area. SPALS anc Cobra's prcvided excellent suppression of
ground fire. No hits were taken ty J.C. 66. Mission number 1-3-046.

6 Jun: Jolly Green 27 and 64 were scrambled at approximately
2200 hrs local. 4An AC-119 had bailed out all ten crewmembers just
east and feet wet from Ch77, Much confusion resulted due *o “ari-
ness, close proximity to Dalang and numerous helicopters. J.G. 27

picked up two survivors while J.G. 64 picked up two survivors. Five
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other survivorsiware recovered by various means. This was the first
night water recovery made by a Buff, HH-53. Mission number 1-3-047.

7 Jun: Jolly Green 27 and 64 were diverted from orbit to the
scene of a downed F-4., The one survivor was recovered by J.G. 27.
Smoke, delivered by SPALS, did an excellent job of concealing J.G.
27 from ground fire. Mission number 1-3-048,

10 Jun: Jolly Green 64 and 66 made a first light departure to
the scene of a downed‘F-a. Weather was very low and entry into the
SAR area was made through a small hole in the clouds. No ordinance
was expenced by the SPADS due to no ground fire and weather, J.G.
64 was shot at on run in but received no hits. Both survivors were
picked up by J.G. 64. Mission number 1-3-050.

30 Jun: Jolly Green 21 and 65 were diverted to the scene of a
downed OV-10, J.G. 211took intense ground fire and was forced out
of the hover and returned to a forward base for recovery. Jolly
Green 64 and 24 were then scrambled to the scene, J.G. 64 had io
abort due to mechanical conditions and J.G. 24 proceeded with J.G.
65. In the mean time, J.G. 54 from another base attempted the pickup
and was shot cown., The FAC reported no possible survivors due to the
crash., Jolly Green 65 and 24 were then to make another attempt,
J.G. 65 experienced loss of his intercom system and J.G. 24 assumed
low position. The one survivor was picked up with the aid of a P.J.
by J.G. 24. Ground fire damaged J.G. 24, however, they recovered at

a forward base. Mission number 1<3-051.
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56 servicemen from ﬂm ¥

531 the 37th ARRS total since
becoming aperational in the Bﬁ-
public¢ of Vietnam in 1965. %

“Two missions flown" durin
this period are espemauy
noteworthy,” coemmented”
Col. Albert L. Holcomb, 37th
ARRS commander. - “One " re-
sulted in the rescue of 14 Ma-

rines, and the other ifivolved an °

overwater night :rescue . of four

erewmen from a ﬂuwned air-

craft,” he said.

“The multiple save aperatmrr
took place when we were; noti- -,
fied hy our control azency that 2~
Marine helicopter had crashed

approximately 10 miles north- .

west of Da Nang. The copier |
was attempting (o extract a Ma-
ripe reconnaissance -team, - ~and

14 {roops were in need of l'lalp b Cap ain Sta(:y

said Capt. Charles W.
Jr., aircraft commander of ené

of the two HH-3 Jolly Green: heli- ~
copiers involved in the rescue. °

“The only complication during’
the entire mission was the
mountainous terrain and the low

clouds at the rescue site,’’ con-

tinued Captain Hoilman. “How-
ever, once the survivors were lo-
cated, it was just a matter of
holding a steady and higher than
normal hover while the para-
rescueman and the flight engi-
neers hoisted the men aboard

7th AE. NEWS
29 July 1970
nge SAVEST

§ W .*‘_"‘
: ‘gwu at o time. § %‘aked
,Ma:w.@s while the ather

‘and . wer
unit, % %zﬂd

.disabled aircraft over the Sm.lth.

‘mended the professional cpm-

‘taan in 40 HE3 the
37

=

:in‘e ptaid,
Twomuﬁthsfa“' h

ot with ihe‘.‘mh Al

helpe to pluck two airmén from.
« the. waters of the South (ﬂﬂna
‘Sea during a night resgue. This
| tescue mdrked the fi ‘timé an
HH-53 - helicopter. - commonly
' called “Big Uglg giemﬂy Fel-
Tow” or “Buff’t /by -Southeast
Asia’ aircrews Awas uded: for. an
“overwater pickip-in SEA, .

This: feat was",accemphshgd by
and the crew of
53 when they rescued
wn of the four crewmen who
were forced to bail out of their

China Sea af night. i S
" Captain: Stacy especially com-

petence of the flight engineer,
ALC Patrick B. Welfe, who was
responsible for giving precise. in-
structions to the aircraft com-
mander to hover the helicopter
while the hoist was in gperation,
“On a night overwater mission
such as this one there are no
outside ground references to use
when hovering the helicopter."
Without Airman. Wolfe's. minute
corrections over the ‘interphone
while* he was running the hoist;
the rescue wopld have been im-
possible,” toncinﬁed Captam
Stacy
The remaining’ two _erewmen
were ‘rescued by Captain Hoil-
same night.
th ARRS maintains an
around-the-clock alert j to
carry out its search and rescue

in Southeast Asia and
“‘”ﬂm‘l Others 3
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