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DISTRIESSED AIRCRAFT:  PB0ENIX 04 

SAV E : 2 Combat, 1 Missing In Action ,PECIASSIFIM ON-91 4„,,,,1 

AIRCRAFT D.,SIGNATION: KING 33 
,) 	t i 

'iss1f1ekbSi ...411apiabit 
'SUBJECT 1'0 GENE.RAL DECIASSIFI ATrort 
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTI'VE ORDER 11652 

CttATIDALLY DORIGRADED AT TWO 
IIIIMVADS. 

LOCATION.: 202/27/77 

— — 

1 	154111106  ! 

DATE: 4 JUN 7*  ;--'w 	 !!!!, 	June 1970 

MISSION NUMBLR: 1-3-046-4  JUN 70 

1. (S) At 22102 King 33 was requested by Queen to assume King 34's 
orbit due to mechanical problems on King 34. At 23132 King 33 was 
advised by Queen that Phoenix 04 was  down at 202/27/77. King 33 
immediately preceded to that position to take Airborne Mission Comr-
mand of the SAR effort. 

2. (C) At 23172 Blue Ghost White 26 was appointed On-Scene Commander. 
At this time Phoenix 02 and other Army gunships were suppressing enemy 
movement to the north of the two survivors. Blue Ghost White 26 had 
good communications with the survivors and through them it was learned 
that the distressed aircraft had taken a hit in the tail rotar gone 
into a flat spin and the third man aboard had been thrown out at tree 
top level. The missing man was never seen or contacted on the radio. 
The weather in the area was good with the survivors located in 400 to 
700 ft. terrain near a river. At 23112 King 33 requested launch of 
SAR forces from Channel 77. kt 2326 Jolly Green 66 and 65 were air-
borne an requested to hold "feet wet" until we could get the Spads in 
to evaluate the situation. Spads 11 and 12 were airborne at 23412 and 
arrived on scene at 2355Z. After getting a briefing from Blue Ghost 
26, Spad 11 was appointed On-Scene Commander at 00022/5 June. Blue 
Ghost White 26 and 23 RTBd at 00022. 

3. (C) Spads 11 & 12 continued to put in strikes to the north of the 
survivors. At 00362 Spad 12 brought Jolly Green 66 & 65 up for brief-
ing. At 00392 the Spads laid down smoke and 2 minutes later the Jolly 
Greens made their run-in up the river. At 00492 both survivors were 
on the penetrator and brought into Jolly Green 66. They were in good 
shape. It was decided by the SAR forces that there was little hope 
of locating the 3d man and all  SAR forces were withdrawn at 00522. Spads 
11 & 12 and Jolly Greens 66 & 65 RTBd to Channel 77. 

4. (C) Aircraft Participating In The Recovery: 

King 33 (HC-130P) 	 Blue Ghost White 26 & 23 (UM-1) 
Spads 11 & 12 (A-1) 	 Phoenix 02 (LTH-1)__ 
Jolly Green 66 & 65 (HH-53)1r". DOWNGRADED TO 

r  -r A , 	kni 	I -)  
Aircraft Available But Not UZ)Fl -.) --  \' 

v n.ORDER 11b52 
Helix 14 (0V-10), 1 Slick (T221.), 	Loach 

. 	 _ 
I)9_,..... 41111111111110 	 

, 	  
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MISSION NAMATIVE Iir&ORT 

DATE: 4 June 1970 

MISSION NU': (1-3-046) 4 June 1970 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Phoenix 04 (Army OH-6) 

LOCATION: 15°36IN, 108°03IE 

SAWS: 2 Combat Saves 

0082ECTT0GM -Pm:CLASSIFICATION 
PORDVLE0FEZECUTTVECRaMR11652 
kiniouxicAudDimuceikAwATTwO 
VILIMILR7ALs. 
POLAssIFIED 

1. (C) At 2315Z, Queen notified Pot Belly that an Army LOH helicopter, Phoenix 
04  (Army al-6)  with three crew members were down in an extremely hostile area 
with a location of 285/45/74. Jolly Green 66 (Low) and Jolly Green 65 (High) 
were scrambled and were airborne at 23252. King 33 (C-130) advised the Jollies 
to proceed feet wet to Channel 74. At 23502, King 33 advised the Jollies to 
establish feet wet orbit 20 Ni north of Channel 74. Orbit was established and 
King 33  advised Jollies that survivors and Cobra Gunships (AH-1G) were on guard _   

]channel, and the strikes by ell  aircraft were on TiF 121.75. FAC (CV-10) 
walso in the area. apad 11 and 12 were scrambled and enroute. Blue Ghost, 
the Cobra Gunship lead (.H-1G) had located two survivors approai ately 27 miles 
south west of Da Nsrg B.  The  survivors were in a orator, requiring a Jolly 
Green for extraetion. The third crew :ember was thrown from the aircraft, at 
tree top altitude without a parachute, when the aircraft went into an uncontoll-
able spin following ground fire. The condition and location of the third crew 
member was not known. Blue Ghost, the Cobra Gunship lead, advised that heavy 
ground fire was coming from the west side of the valley, oaposite the survivors, 
and that he was putting in ordnance. TLe survivors reportea heavy around fire 
to the west, and moveeent 2:0 meters to the north. 3pads 11 and 12 arrived on 
scene and were briefed on survivors location, ground fire and enemy troop move-
ment. The Scads rolled in on the groun6 fire for strikes with CBU-2:, roc:ets, 
aiai-guns and 20mm. The Cobras advised that they were low on fuel and would e:e-
pend the rest of their ordnance before departing. :ore air strikes were put in 
and survivors reported that strikes were riaht on target. Orine -LIal Co -aras 
deoartec. to refuel and Blue Ghost lead reeorted inboune with four new Cobras 
and a Army Slick Gunship (U:-1). At 0010Z Spad 11 requested Jolly Green 66 
(Low) and Jolly Green 6; (High) to depart orbit and head for crash site. S7ad 
12 was detached to escort the Jollies. Blue Ghost lead arrived on scene and 
was briefed by Sped 11. The Cobras put in another air strike and decided to 
save the rest of :their ordnance antil Jolly Green 66 started the run in. At 
CO25Z, the Jollies established a secondary orbit at 2 0/3C/77. Joely Green 66, 
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escorted by Spad 12, descended to 4000 feet and made a pass over the survivors 
and was briefed on procedures to be used by Sped 11. The survivors were on the 
west side of a steep valley running north and south. The valley was a sharp cut 
made through a ridgeline by the Song Thu Bon River, about 6 miles WNW of the 
Heip Due Special Forces Camp. The ridgeline to the west was about 550 feet and 
rose to over 900 feet to the east. The survivors were about helfway up the 
western slope and the ground fire was coming from the eastern slope, above the 
survivors position. This would put the helicopters in a precarious position; 
exposed to ground fire from above, while in a hover. We were briefed that there 
were two survivors in good condition. Sped 11 briefed that the run in would be 
to the north, and exit would be to the south. Smoke would be laid on the east-
ern slope and the Spads would fly a daisy chain on the way in and the Cobras 
would cover us in the hover. At 0042Z, a Cobra reported spotting 40 or 50 enemy . 
troops moving towards the survivors about 300 yards north. It was decided to 
start the attempt immediately before the enemy could get into firing position. 
Jolly Green 65 remained in the secondary orbit, where he could see the whole 
action. Spade 11 and 12 laid smoke in and on the eastern slope and turned to 
rejoin Jolly Green 66 as the run in started. Jolly Green 66 jettisoned the aux-
iliary fuel tanks and dropped down to tree top level at 150 KTS. As Jolly Green 
66 approached the survivors and started slowing down, Spad 11 and 12 continued 
on by dropping CBU-25 and strafing with 20nm in the area that the ground fire was 
coming from. Due to the rough terrain and tangle canopy Jolly Green 66 was not able to snot the survivors. Jolly Green  c  then turned around and hovered slnely 
south uneil ehe survivors said we were diineetly over thee. At  -his tine the Flight _ireeinaer spotted the survieers on a steep slope clineirg  to a  tree. The Spads made anotherrun-in, dropping CBU-25 and 20mm, at this time the Cobras moved 
in over the eastern slope where the ground fire was canine from. The position of 
the survivors dictated that a very precise hover be held to drop the penetrator 
right on them, as the sur%ivors were not able to move on the steep slope. Hover-
ing was made diffieult by the steep sloes and wind updrafts. On one side the tree 
tops were Lee the boe,om of the aircraft and on he other side the tree tops were a 
hundred 'eet below. The eene -.rator was drelned into the survivors hand on the 
first attempt and the survi - crs were aboard the aircraft within three minutes 
after spotting them. The Spade and Cobras did an anazing job suppressing ground 
fire, and Jolly Green 66 received no hits during the mission. Weather was no 
factor and the radio discipline was excellent. In fact, it was one of the banter 
S;d1 mission that I have been on and all concerned are to be commended. Ai r  refueling was not required before or after pick up. 

2. 2 Sorties/3.6hrs/HH-53/37A; 2 Sorties/2.3hrs/HC-130/39ARES; 2 Sorties/ 
3.2hrs/A-1:3/01e-Ae. Sorties/flying time not available for eumerous Huey Cobra 
Gunships, OV-10, and UE-1 Gunship. 

3. None 
raraessifiedby1/4) ...514 ..4y 
SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECDASSIF CATION 4. None 
SCHEDULE OF ELEOUTIVE ORDER 11652 
AUTOMAT I CALILY DOWNGRADED AT TWO 
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r_ 
Survivors were recovered in good condition. 	None of the two Pararescuemen 

on board deployed; 	they did treat the survivors fr)r cuts and burns. 	All 
survivors were turned over to  the Air Force Flight Surgeon at Da Nang A3, RVIT. 

6. 	Jolly Green Crews: 

Jo -_Iy.  Green 66 	 Jolly Green 65, 

AC Lt Col 	Royal A. Brown Jr. AC Maj.  Albert W. Palmer 
CP Capt John Lindgren CP Capt Aaron T. Stacy 
FE SSgt William Johnson FE Sgt 	John C. Kriletich 
RS ESgt Harold W. :larvey RS SSgt Curtis W. Phythian 
RS Y.Sgt James D. Scott RS SSgt Larry E. Prier 

0  04, 
. mown. , Lt Col, USAF 

Airc -  aft Commander, JG 66 
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