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Ref: Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 68, pickup of ,;andy 03, 21 Apr 70. 
Narrative by Lt Col Hegewald, JG 83, picku) of Cowpoke 18, 22 Apr 70. 
Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 82, pickup of 3pad 01, 22 Apr 70. 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

1. (S) On 21 Apr 70, JG 821 and 83H were sent :o Ch 89 as a backup force 
for JG 77L and 6811, who had been launched to aid the 37 ARRSq forces en-
gaged in the SAR effort for Cowpoke 18 and Hosta3eman. JG 82 and 83 de- 
parted Ch 70 at 21/0410Z and arrived at Ch 89 at 21/0505Z. At 0605Z, 
while in an Intel briefing at Oh 89, JG 82 and 83 were launched to backup 
JG 77 and 68, when the primary rescue helicopters from the 37 ARRSq RIB'd 
with maintenance problems. JG 82 and 83 were ai?borne at 0615Z. We joined 
with Sandy 7 and 8 and were given an initial boiling point of 270/20/72. 
Due to the weather in the area we revised it to 280/50/72, arriving there 
at 21/0740Z. During this second deployment, Sant/ .  1 was hit and ejected, 
landing near the initial survivors. At approxiultely 0745Z, I contacted 
King 4 requesting fuel within the next hour. He instructed us to move to 
a forward point of 100/56/72 and told us to cross the route structure south 
of Ch 72. We questioned this crossing point and were told to "standby". 
We continued holding 280/30/72. As JG 77 began 1 pickup attempt King 4 
told us to move closer. We again requested a crossing point and were again 
told to "standby". We heard that JG 77 had beer hit, and was going to Ch 
77 with a wounded crewmember. Realizing that WE would be immediately needed 
we crossed at 037/23/72 on our own initiative, receiving no ground fire. 
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We also heard that Sandy 3 had ejected and been pLcked up by JO 68. En-
route to our new holding point, both JG 82 and 83 air refueled with King 
7. We were informed that we were the primary resme helicopters and that 
an attempt would be made upon our arrival. There 'ore JO 82 took only a 
2500 pound onload, as Previous - computations, basei on a 4000' pressure 
altitude and 40 ° C showed that an attempt with 300) pounds of fuel would 
give both a 6% power reserve and single engine ca?ability. JO 83 took 
King 7's remaining available 5500 pounds of fuel. We arrived in the SAR 
area at 0930z and on the instructions of Sandy 5, Sandy 7 placed us in a 
low altitude orbit, below the ridge lines, 2 to 3 miles south of the 
survivors' positions. In this low orbit both air:raft received small 
arms fire. JG 83 took a hit in the #1 engine fueL filter and was forced 
to RTB Ch 77. He was accompained by Sandy 8. JG 21 and 33 (37 ARRSq) 
remained to cover JG 82. Sandy 5 briefed all the BAR forces and at 1010Z 
JG 82 started an attempt for Sandy 1. Under the iirection of Sandy 7 and 
5 JO 82 was moved directly to Sandy 1 general are t. The survivor then 
poped the night end of his flare and was immediat:ly spotted by both pilots 
and the hoist operator. Utilizing as low a hover as possible, JO 82 picked 
Sandy 1 at 1020Z taking only light and non-critictl small arms fire while 
in the hover. As prebriefed, JG 82 egressed the trea over the same route 
used for ingress with Sandy 7 escorting, while Salay 5 directed JO 21 in 
an attempt for the original survivors. As both Jl 82 and Sandy 7 were 
unfamilar with the area, SOMR difficulty was expe'ienced in finding a safe 
exit route after passing the previous holding aret and both aircraft were 
fired on by both 23 and 37MM AAA guns. We return ?d to our previous hold-
ing area and ask King 4 if a straight route to Ch 77 was safe. King 4 
replied in the the affirmative and a direct cour•! to Ch 77 was flown by 
JG 82 with Sandy 7 still escorting. Air refuelia; was requested, but as 
King 3 was standing by for immediate post attemnt refueling wth the HH3Es 
and our fuel was not critical, air refueling was :lot accomplished and JO 
82 recovered at Ch 77, at 1115Z. 

2. (U) The survivor was Sandy 1, Capt J.M. 	411-66-9280, 601 SOSq. 

3. (U) The crewmembers of Jolly Green 82 were: 

AC: Capt Thompson 
CP: Maj Bleier 
FE: SSgt Hendrix 
PJ: Sgt Caffery 
PJ: Sgt McDonald 

tl-ALQ 
DONALD Y. THOMPSON, Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander, Jolly Green 82 
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1. (S) SIII!ARY OF BAR ACTIONS: Jolly Green 07 and 35 were scrambled while the 
crews were eating supper at 17511 and became airborn3 at 18101. We proceeded 
without an escort to the holding area at 090/65/72.  Jolly  Green 21 was  attempting 
pickup  of  Hostageman and Cowpoke 18 while  we were  holding. Jolly Green  21  failed 
to locate  survivors and had to pull  off  due  to low  fael. Sandy 05 requested addi-
tional  Jollys for a last attempt before dark. Jolly Green 07 and 35 rendezvoused 
wit A Sandy 05 at 100/65/72 after considerable difficalty due to the increasing 
darkness.  Sandy 0:.5 led the Jolly& south across the  r)ute  structure at 8500  ft,  and 
we took heavy ground fire from both sides probable  23 and  37ega which we returned 
with X-60 fire.  Cnce south of the sA.a area, the groand fire ceased. At 19211 
Jolly Green 07 jettisoned the tips and made a tactical descent to tree top level 
and approached the survivor  on a  heeding  of  0300 •  Sendy 05 established radio con-
tact with Hostageman on Guard and instructed him to .7,ive the Jolly Green directions 
to his position. As  we  neared  the area, intensive seall arm, ZPU and 2 -1:m  fire 
were encountered and returned by Jolly Green 07. Sg:, Same completely silenced  a 
23mm position on OUT  left side and both Sgt Laframbeise and Sgt 'detzel tenaciously 
returned the  extensive ground fire  on the north side of our arproach path.  At the 
same time the survivor gave us instructions to make a left correction  we received 
several 50 cal hits in the vicinity of the cargo do Dr and the  pilot's  seat. 
irmediately made a sharp left turn and .liscevered that Sgt 'detzel had received 
serious shrapnel wounds in the left shoulder and arm and in both legs, that  the 
aircraft had lost utility hydraulic pressure, and that Captain Hoilean had received 
shrapnel in both legs. Sgt Same applied emergency first aid to Sgt Wetzel to st)p 
his bleeding  and protect his wounds  while 3gt Laframooise bravely continued return-
ing ground fire until Jolly Green 07  was far enough south  for it to cease.  Number 
two engine oil pressure was fluctuating and droecing, so the Flight Engineer pump-
ed more oil into it.  About 1-L: miles south of the  SA  1 area Jolly Green  07  made a 
max perfermance climb te 10000  ft and recrossed the  route structure heading direct-
ly for Da 'Nang.  We received no further ground fire. Our gear warning light was 
on so we lowered the gear, but  only the right  main  came down and loOeed.  The 
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AFIDENT/A 
Flight Engineer pulled the mannel up-lock cables, bet tnk 'emaining gear still 
did not come down. The roll mode of the AFCS was ott, hydraulic fluid was all 
over the floor of the)  pilot's cockpit, and the trarle:eission oil temperature was 
climbing through 130 . Due to Sgt Samo's quick acts on Sgt Wetzel was in satis-
factory but serious condition. Jolly Green 35 and ,iandy 05 and 06 joined up and 
escorted us back to Da Nang. The Flight Engineer pemped oil into number two engine 
several more times to maintain pressure. Jolly Grecn 07 relayed through 1:ing 6, 
Queen, Panama, Potbelly and tower that the injured an needed to be airlifted by 
Pedro to NSA Hospital ieamediately upon our arrival t Channel 77, and we would 
hover to let the two  13Js  off the aircraft if our  getr  did not blow down success-
fully, then we would move off the taxiway to a prepered pile of mattresses to 
land the aircraft. On base leg the copilot pulled the emergency gear extend han-
dle, and the gear still did not come down and lock. Sgt Laframboise pumped the 
emergency extend handle several times and the left rear still did not come down . 
and lock, however the nose gear momentarily indicated down and locked. Jolly Green 
07 made an aleproach to the area of the taxiway whicl. was closed off and surrounded 
by fire trucks and maintained  a  steady hover with tie wheels barely touching the 
ground while the wounded man and the PJ were transPrred to Pedro. Also during 
the hover the maintenance men were able to force deem the left main gear and to 
put pins in all  the  gear. When the Flight Engineer gave verbal confirmation over 
interphone that all the gear were down and safe, we carefully lowered the weight 
of the helicopter onto them. As we started te taxi we discovered that the right 
main gear brae was frozen, so we shut down the helecopter on the taxiway, and 
maintenance discennected the hydraulic lines to the brake so tne aircraft could 
be towed. Post Clint inspection seewed that the armor plate previded neglible 
erotection. The miesion was coecluded at 202CL. Special recognition should be 
given to the PJe and Flizht Engineer of Jolly Green 07 for their conspicuous valor 
in accurately returning intensive enemy ground fire and their professional conduct 
un .iar extreee pressures of carin: for  a  seriously weunded crewmember and coeing 
with multiple aircraft emergencies on the return to La Ilene .2,3, IIVN. Their actions 
not only protected the aircraft from worse battle deoage, but also saved the life 
of one crew member and enabled the aircraft to return and lard safely. Jolly 
Green 35 also provided every assistance in both navegation and advice on emergencies, 
as well as excellent close cover. 

2. 2 Sorties; 5 hours; 37 A.7d,s 

3. N/A 

4. N/A 

5. when St Wetzel was hit and fell back from the door, Sgt Samo immediately 
steeped firing and dragged Sge ;:etzel away from the door and chec ked to see where 
and how eadly he was injured. He had taken shrapne. in the face, left arm and 
both lees. Sgt Same apelied  a  pressure dressine to the arm and legs to stop the 
bleeding and adeiniseered some codeine to ease the eain. He then helped Sgt etzel 
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ONFIDENTIAir 
back to the stretcher and checAd him  for shock and any other injuries. It was 
extremely difficult to see in the back of the aircrift because we were forced to 
fly without lights due to the close proximity of enamy gunners. Set Wetzel 
remained conscious and was in light shock. On arriml at Da Nang Sgt Samo con-
tinued to administer to hia until arpival at NSA Ho3pital. 

6. JOLLY GREEN CREWS: 

Jolly Green 07 

AC Capt. Charles W. BoiIman, Jr. 
CP Raj. David E. Vaughan 
FE Sgt. Robert J P Iaframboise 
RS Sgt. Stephen V. Samo 
RS. Sgt. Terry L. Wetzel 

Jolly Green 25 

AC Maj. Charles W. Bond 
CP Capt. Leonard A. Seagren 
FE Sgt. Joseph Vai 
RS SSgt. Dennis T. Duffy 

Ci-L42.LE3 W. HOIN, Jt., Captain US,,F 
Aircraft Commander 
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40TH AEROSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY SOU ;DRON (MAC) 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96237 

REPLY TO 
A TTN OF 400 (Lt Col Hegewald/2687) 

28 APR 1970 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 

TO: 3 ARRGp (JRCC) 
APO 96307 

DATE: 21, 22 April 1970 

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-030-21 Apr 70 

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 83 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Hostage Man and Cowpoice 18 
r".DOWNr ip  P  nri) TO 
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' Sandy 3, 21 Apr 70. 
) of Sandy 1, 21 Apr 70. 
Spad 1, 22 Apr 70. 

SUMMARY OF SAP ACTIONS: 

1. (S) Jolly Green 83L and 82H, under aperat.onal control of 37 ARRSq 
and Queen, scrambled from Ch 77 at 0237Z, 22 .A . )r 70. Weather at launch 
was clear; enroute, 8000' scattered cniminus; ;urvivor's area, 7000' 
scattered, 6 ml vis, haze. The initial holdin; point was 220/45/77. 
The final holding point was 103/58/72. JO 83'; first attempt occurred 
at 0345Z. The survivor's Position became obsclred in smoke as it drift-
ed south over the survivor due to light winds 1.iom the north. JO 83 
received light ground fire during this attempt; however, due to risin..7 
terrain and severe reduction of visibility, JG 83 egressed the area and 
returned to the initial holding area. At 0500, JO 83 and 82 refueled 
with King 4. JG 83 and 82 returned to the fintl holding point at approx-
imately 0530Z. The SAP area was in view approcimately 3 miles north of 
the final holding point. Cowpoke 18 could be ;een flashing his survival 
mirror on numerous occassions during the final holding. At 0617Z phase 
Alpha started. The survivor was at a pressure altitude of 3800' and 26 °C 
located approximately midpoint between four ratds north, south, east and 
west. The exact location was 30 meters north )f a parachute in prmPry 
growth jungle. The survivor was in secondary growth just north on an up-
slope. As we approached the area the hoist oprator's interphone cord 
became disconnected, causing considerable delar while in a hover. JO 83 

LOCATION: YC 6708 

SAVES: One Combat (Cowpoke 18) 

Ref: Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 
Narrative by Capt Thompson, 
Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 
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DECLASSIFfIED 
maintained  a hover  15 yards south of the survivor 
same.  Hoist operator  regained interphone control 
the same  time. The pickup was completed at  06302 
minutes  in  a hover.  Cowpoke 18 had no visible ir 
shock. Light ground fire was received during inE 
trated 23mm and 37mm gun implacements had been st 
napalm, smoke and CBU-19.  Egress  route (230) was 
bound, prior to egress Spad  01 had been hit, proc 
ejected  just  SE  of JO  82's holding  point. JO 82 
well as JO 83. JO 82 effected  an  immediate pickt 
JG 83, JG 82 and Spad 02 RTE'd -without further is 

alkelishwi i 
until the pilot sight,e 
and sighted  survivor at 
with approximately five 
juries nor was he in 
ress and egress. Concen-
bdued by Strike forces, 
the  reciprocal of  in-
ceded  to  a  safe area and 
had Spad 01 in sight as 
p with JG 83 as cover. 
cident. 

2. (U) The survivor was Cowpoke 18, Capt C.E. Patch, USMC, VMO-2, MG 11 

3. (U) The crewmembers of Jolly Green 83 were: 

AC: Lt Col Hegewald 
CP: Cant Sattler 
FE: Sgt Corcoran 
PJ:  Sgt Pambrun 
PJ:  Sgt  Werber 

LAJC 
ICHARD F. HEGEWl D, Lt Colonel, USAF 

Aircraft Commander, Jolly Green 83 
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1. (C) At 0245Z King 4. received Mayday cal: from Hostage Zulu 
stating that Hostage 14an had just been'hit nd ejected. Hostage 
Zulu Advised that he also had been hit. Ho!tage Zulu sighted two 
good parachutes and determined that he coulc remain'in the area 
briefly. Lopez 15 called to ask if he coulc assist, Covey 214 & 
548 offered assistance. Hostage Zulu was iritial On-Scene Com-
mander replaced by Covey 214 as soon as Covey arrived. Misty 13 
was acquired in addition to Lovebug 933 by Ilanket calls for 
assistance so that resources would be on hard in the event an 
attempt was made to capture the downed perscnnel. 

2. (0) Covey 214 identified the location of the downed personnel 
with the assistance of Hostage Zulu. As socn as the location was 
determined fast mover strikes were initiatec: Because of intense 
small arms fire and 37MM fire being receivec, fast movers with hard 
and soft ordnance, smoke and CBU-19 assists were requested in 
addition to backup helicopters and A-1 aircxaft. 

3. (U) Spad 11 arrived, was briefed by King 4 then Covey 214. As 
soon as the briefing was completed and Spad 11 shown the area by 
Covey 214, Sped 11 was appointed On-Scene Ccmmander, Covey 214 then 
switched to a strike' frequency and began working the relays of 
fast mover resources. A discrete frequency was obtained from 
Panama for GCI control of resources. 

4. (U) The initial - response of coincidental assets in the area, 
Covey 214, Lovebug 933, and Dusty aircraft, although equipped only 
with 0MM, provided the initial suppression to prevent capture. 
Some confusion existed momentarily within the mission command 
aircraft as to where fast movers would came from. At one point 
King was advised that further fast movers were cancelled by Blue 
Chip however ar immediate transmission by the Airborne Mission 
Commander personnaly, resulted in immediate response and did not 
deny the On,-Scene Commander necessary resour:es. This is not 
considered a problem; rather a demonstration of the need and 
validity of the AMC concept. 

INTER VAI S. SAVES: 4 Combat (see part 2 & aihasunom  / 
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445PALT0N P.H. BREWER al., Major, USAF 
( 	Airborne Mission Cormander 

CONFIDENTIAL I 

5. (U) Air Refueling Requirements: During 14ing 4 control of the 
mission air refueling requirements were reccgnized and passed to 
Queen. 

6. (C) Resources Utilized: 

Slow 

Lopez 15 (0-2 released prior to use) 
Covey 214 (OV-10 On-Scene Commander then FAC) 
Hostage Zulu (0V-10 On-Scene Commander then RTB) 
Spad 11 (A-1 On-Scene Commander) 
Sped 12 
Jolly Green 35 & 42 

Fast 

Misty 12 (F-100 FAC) 
Lovebug 933 (2 A-4's) 
Dusty 26 
Playboy—  03 & 08 
Holloway 305 (4 A-4ts) 
Limit  32 (F-100) 
Gunfighter 83 

7. (U) King 4 Crewmembers: 

AMC MM BREWER 
AC LTC HATFIELD 
CP LTC REEVES 

N CPT FOLLMER 
RO AlC WARE 
FE TSG MILLER 
FE SSG SHOREY 
LM SSG WAREHAM 
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DATE! 22 APR 70 	 28 April 1970 

)CESSION NUMMI 1-3.430-21 APR 70 (Part 3) 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 4 

(8) LOCATION: YC 705056. 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOSTAGE NAN (0V-10) 	COWPCX2 18 (0V-10) 

SAVES: None 

1. (U) King 4 was assigned a first light effort or the Hostage Nan 
mission. This mission had been run by King 4 and it 6 the previous 
day. The weather at day break was very unfavorable for a recovery 
atteopt with 500 ft ceiling and low visability. 

2i (U) Previously designated SAR forces were airborne and on 
station at day break as were controling FACs and numerous fast 
movers. A special operating GO' frequency ad been set up with 
Panama and the controler WAS throughly familiar with holding areas 
for fast movers and other general aspects of the mission. 

3. (U) At 2238Z Covey 286, the FAC OSC„ established voice contact 
with Hostage Nan. At that time both he and cowpoke 18 were reported 
in good condition. The weather showed little siFrn of improvement 
and Sandy 09, On-Scene ComTander, suggested at 2300Z that fast 
movers be diverted to other missions until weather improved, 

4. (U) At 2315Z Covey 219, another participating FAC, advised the 
weather was unlikely to improve before 23452 and reAffirmed that 
fastmoyere should be diverted. At 2345 the aew estimated break in 
weather was mid-morning. Covey 219 suggestel that slow movers 
might be used but spad 09 rejected this due to known concentrations 
of AAA. Everything had to wait for some improvement in weather. 

5. (U) Radio transmissions from survivors were weak and getting 
weaker. An air resupply kit was ordered. NR11 57 was scrambled 
fros Channel 89, ETA to SAR 0325Z. 

6. .(p) Covey  286 was having TACAN trouble aad at 0035 he RTB giving 
*Is TAO OSC to Covey 219, who was fo1lowed br Covey 253, and finally 
by Covey 297. 

7. (II) Shortly after 0200Z the weather finaLly opened up. The 
survivors' positions, as well as AAA positioas, were pin-pointed 
and fast movers were directed in on targets. 

8. tlir Grubby flight had to RTB for fuel at 0220Z; Additional 
Grub was enroute. -  (Grubby 41, 42. 45, 

satirm■ 
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ARRSq Historyj 	  

b. (U) Covey 297 did an exceptionally fine job in silencing 
the large amount of AAA in the area. At the tire the pick-up was 
made only email arms fire was being encountered. 

6. Cu) Sped 11 had an outstanding rescue plan as gathered 
by the fact that Jolly Green 83 encountered very little hostile fire 
throughout the pick,-up. The smoke screen laid down 	provided 
very effective cover for the pick-up. 

d. (U) Panama did their usual outstanding job of providinr 
traffic separation and giving vectors to ths SAR area. 

9, * RLSOURCLSI 

Foaciz  

SpAd 10, 02, 11, 12 
Jolly Green 82, 83, 33, 21 
Smoke 61, 62, 63, 64 
Grubby 41, 42, 45, 46 

FM (expended) 

Lovebug 210 (2 F-4B) 
Cobra 11, 12(2 F-4D) 
Lovebug 564 (2 FF-4.)
Lovebug 218 (2 F-43) 
Lovebug 570 (2 F-4B) 
Lovebug 566 (2 A-4) 
Lovebug 564 (2 F-4B) 

10. (U) Crewmemberst 
KING 6 

AO/AMC CPT HO'..JZ 
cp OPT '.-.ILSON 

N 'CPT BAKER 
RO SSG STARKEY 
FE MSG MARTEL 
FL TS0 SUMMER 
LM SSG CRaEAU 

---- FACIs - 

Covey 297 
Covey 210 

Fslcol 22 

FT! (available) 

Lovebuz 218 (2 F-4) 
Lovebu7 570 (2 F-4) 
Lovebu7 566 (2 A-4) 
Sabre '42 	(F-100) 
Dusty 14 	(F-100) 
Lovebu7; 568 •7 F-4) 

KING 7 
AC MAX MCFARLAND 
CF MAX POWELL 

N cPr FOLLPaR 
RO Al; WARE 
FE SS1 SHORE?. 

 FE TS 1 MILLER 
LM SS; ROSS 

506 
100 

Z4).- 
oiriaxrw. 40 1E, Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commender/Airborne Mission Command sr 
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DECLASSIFIED 

DATE: 21 APR 70 Cgrirritiffla25 April 1970 
MISSION NUMezti: 1-3-030-21 APR 70 (Part # 2) 

"W'17  'DO'AP'r'-'"n 7 n 
AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING o 	 Q /0) c) r 	CONFIINNT'A(_ \l  

(S) LOCATION: VC 705056 	■ lA N EX.ORDER 11:52 
DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOSTAGE NAN (0V-10) SANDY 01 (A-1E) 

SANDY 03 (A-1E) 

SAVES: 2 Combat (Sandy 01 - I save, Sandy 03 - I save) 

1. (C) At 0445 King 6 arrived on the SAR 3cene and was briefed 
by King 4.. The downed pilots were'Hostage Nan and Cowpoke 18. 
The On-Scene Commander was Sped U. The SIB resources immediately 
available were Spad 11 & 12, Spad 05 & 06 iho were escorting Jolly 
Green 21 & 22. Smoke and Grubby were on o.der out of Ch 89. Sandy 
1, 2, 3, 4 and Jolly Green 77 & 68 had beel launched out of Ch e9. 
Covey 214 was workinE strike aircraft on kaawn gun positions. At 
0455 King 6 assumed Airborne Mission Commald from King 4. 
2. (U) The weather in the recovery area w 
of the survivors was reevaluated and it wa 
somewhere around 3800 feet with  a  temperat 
Jollys were moved to a holding point close 
had to be used. - King 7 was airborne and a 
11 confirmed positions of both survivors b 
0600. After refueling, Jolly Green 22 dev 
and was escorted back to Ch 77 by Jolly Gr 
Two more Jolly Greens were requested from 
was paired with Jolly Green 33 and returne 
0655 Sandy 5, 6, 7, 8 and JollY Green 82 & 
Ch 89. 

as excellent. The altitude 
5  determined that it was 
ire of 250 C. The Big 
7 to the SAR incase they 
railable as tanker. Spad 
r the use of mirrors at 
:loped hydraulic problems 
3en 21 and Sandy 1 & 2. 
:h 77. Jolly Green 21 
i to the SAR scene. At 
83 were launched out of 

3. (C) At 0700 Spad 11 briefed Spad 05 anl Spad 05 was appointed 
On-Scene Commander. By 0720 Grubby 41 fli!ht and Smoke 21 flight 
had checked in. Covey 239 had replaced Covey 219 and was continu-
ing to put strikes in. 0725 Spad 05 was b7iefing Sandy 01  on 
survivors positions in preparation for an attempted pick up; 
Sandy 01 took intense ground fire and baild out close to the 
position of the other survivors. At 0730 ;pad 06 had to RTB for 
fuel. Sandy 02 was joined with Spad 05. iandy 01 reported he 
was in good condition. 

4. (C) At 0750 Sped 05 or.7inized Sandy 3  c  4. SPad 05, Sandy 02 
and Jolly Green 77 & 68 for  a  quick pick u) attempt on Sandy 01. 
In the attempted pickup Jolly Green 77 had to pull off due to 
heavy fire with  a  wounded P.J. Sandy 03 t)ok heavy battle damage 
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and called Mayday as Sandy 05. Sandy 03 h( 
Green orbit point and then had to bail out. 
Sandy 02 had Sandy 03 in sight with a good 
made the pick up on Sandy 03,  at  0805. Jo) 
directed to head for Ch 77 with his woundec 
reported a chip lite. A Redeye interceptet 
Green 77 to Ch 77. Sandy 4, who was Close 
Jolly Green 68, with Sandy 3 on board back 
ed Sandy 05 on what had happened. 

5. (C) Sandy 05 was appointed On-Scene Con 
receiving briefing from Sped 05, Sped 05 a 
Spad 05 had taken a hit, there was no appar 
replaced Covey 239 and continued to put str 
in the area. Grubby 41 flight was replaced 
Smoke 25 flight arrived and Smoke 23 & 24 
Green 21, 33, 82 & 83 were on station with 
Sandy 05 made comm check with all survivors 
Jolly Green 83 received a hit in the holdin 
to be taken to Ch 77 by Sandy 7  & 8. Spad 
Green 21, 33 & 82 in close for preparation 
survivors. 

aded for the Jolly 
Jolly Green 68 and 

chute. Jolly Green 68 
ly Green 77  was 
man and he then 
and escorted Jolly 

to bingo escorted 
to Ch 77. Spad 05 brief- 

mander 0820 after 
rid Sandy 02 RTIS Ch 77. 
ent damage. Covey 517 
Lkes  in  against guns 
by Grubby 45 flight. 
TB Ch 89 bingo. Jolly 
3andy 7 & 8. At 0901 
, all in good  shape. 
g area at 0938 and had 
11 & 12 brought Jolly 
for a pickup of all 

6. (i1) At 0947 Gunfighter 36 called Mayday for his wingman, 
Gunfighter 35, who had sustained battle damige. His first solid 
position was fixed at 210/35/77. Jolly Grem 07 & 35 were 
launched to cover the Gunfighters and the p7oblem was turned over 
to King 2. 

7. (C) At 1006 Sandy 05 began briefing for pickup attempts.  All 
three Jollys  were  to be used with 82 attemp:ing pickup on Sandy 01, 
Jolly 21 on Hostage Nan and Jolly 33 on Cownake 18. The two birds 
not involved in the pickup were to act as h.gb birds. At 1016 
Sandy 05 had the Smoke and Grubby aircraft :.ay their ordnance. The 
Jolly Greens moved in at 1020. Sandy 01 wa:: picked up  at  1025. 
Jolly Green 21 moved in under the smoke and attempted to locate 
either Hostage Nan or Cowpoke 18. The smoke was carried by about 
a 7 knot wind and severely reduced the visildlity. Jolly Green 21 
spent several minutes under the smoke screee, but was unable to 
locate either survivor and had to pull off ]Or a later attempt. 

8. (S) At 1055 Jolly Green 33 developed tremsmission problems 
and had to RTB Ch 77. Jolly Green 21 escoried 33. Jolly Green 
07 & 35 were on scene with Sandy 9 & 10 and Spad 11 & 12. All 
other SAR resources had RTBtd bingo or wind ester. Covey 239 
continued to put  in  strikes. Sandy 05 went out to bring the 
Jollys into the area while Sandy 06 put in learhawk 31, 32, 41, 42 
and Lovebug 229 with Blu 52, Jolly Green 8: RTB 77. 

9. (C) The final rescue attempt of the ever ing was made at 1125. 
Jolly Green 07 took heavy fire and had to ptla off with battle 
damage and one woundeg  man,  Jolly Green 07 & 
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back to Ch 77 by Sandy 9 & 10 who then retAxned to Ch 89. Sandy 
5 & 6 and Sped 11 & 12 RTBId to Ch 77. K_ng 7 was RTBId after the 
Jollys were back at Ch 77. 

10. (U) King 6 attempted to contact Hosta;e Nan and Cowpoke 18 
on Guard with no results. Wolf 04 reportei to King 6 that he had 
received a transmission from Hostage Nan stying he was bedding 
down for the night and would be up at sunrse. CovEy 544 replaced 
Covey 239 and was to remain on station unt.1 he was replaced. 
Queen provided a lineup of FACs that would be on station all night. 
King 6 briefed Covey 544 on his replacemen; and 4ing 6 RTB'd Ch 83. 

U. (C) King 7 handled all refueling of tle Jolly Greens. King 7 
made nine operational refuelings off loadilg a total of 26,900 
pounds of fuel. King 7 was subject to groind fire while refuelin7 
Jolly Green 21. Sandy 9 & 10 and Jolly Green 33 were escorting 
at this time. The refuelings were scheduled by King 6; but all 
coordination was handled between the Jollys and King 7. King 7 
also was extremely valuable in helping SAR aircraft returning 
from the scene with battle damage. King 7 had to land at Ch 77 to 
refuel and received excellent support. The total time off station 
for King 7 was 75 minutes. 

12. (U) REMARKS: 

a. (U) The support for this SAR effo:.t was outstanding. The 
availability of resources was exceptional. Big Control waS up on 
Panama discrete frequency and provided mucd needed support. As I 
later learned, the strike frequency just happened to coincide with 
Lovebug Control's frequency. The FAC just had to mention he needed 
a type of ordnance and it was on the way. This led to a minor 
problem in that all strike aircraft did net check in with King 
but directly to the FAC. However, this was more than made up for 
by the quick response and proper ordnance ielivered by the Lovebugs. 

b. (U) Panama did an outstanding job. They not only performed 
their normal rule of providing aircraft with routing to and from ' 
the SAR scene, traffic separation by altitade, and radar advisery, 
but also coordinated with DASK for a clear radial from Ch 77 to the 
SAR scene. 

c. (U) The efforts of all the SAR forces were excellent. JollY 
Green 68 & 21 did an exceptional job under very hazardous conditions. 

13. (C) RESOURCES: 

SAR FORCES 
	

'AC 
Spad 11 & 12, 05 & 06 
Sandy 01 thru 10 

Covey 2, 219, 239, 517, 544 
Hostage 6 

Jolly Green 21 & 33; 77 & 68 Misty 13 
82 & 83, 

Smoke 21 thru 28 
07 & 35 Playboy 

Speedy 15 
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"RED:ME OF i.:7.EJJTIVE ORDER 11E 
1101!ATIC1 	DOVIIGRADED Al TWO 

Y DAR INTEAR7ALS.'-\ 
(S) LOCATION: YC 705056 (130/62/72) 	SCLASSIFIEMON 	  

DISTRESSED ALiCRAFT: HOSTAGE MAN (0V-10), COWPOKE 18 (0V-1o), 
SPAD 01 (A-1) 	gr'---.DOIPE/"c),DED-TO 

SAVES: 2 Combat (Cowpoke 18B & Spad 01) 	CONFDr\-F I N. ON1 	v 
IA EX.ORDER 11552 

1. (U) At'0440Z King 6 arrived in the SAP area. After a briefing 
from King 4 command of the SAP was transferred to King 6 at 0455Z. ' 
At this time King 4 departed for refueling with Jolly Green 82 & 83. 

2. '(C) The weather in the SAP at this time was excellent and Covey 
297, the - On-Scene-FAC, was doing an outstanding job silencing AAA in 
the area. - The - SAR resources immediately available were Jolly Green ' 
83, 82, 33, 21, Spad 11, the new On,-Scene :;ommander, Spad 12, 01, 02, 
Grubby 41, 42, 45, 46, and Smoke 61, 62, 63, 64. Spad 11 had just 
completed his briefing from Spad 09 at 0402 and had assumed his 
duties as the On-Scene Commander. Jolly Creen . 33 & 21 had just 
replaced Jolly Green 35 & 42 at this time also. Due to the high 
elevation of the SAP effort, two more HE-53's were requested from 
Queen, but Queen informed us that they were out of HH-53 resources 
and that Jolly Green 33 & 21 would have tc act as back-up for 
Jolly Green 83 & 82. 

3. (U) At 0500Z Spad 11 and Covey 297 had pinpointed Cowpoke's 
position by mirror flashes. Covey 297 informed me  that he had 
a visual contact with Cowpoke. It was abcut this time that we 
realized we had lost contact with Hostage Nan. &pad 11 was not 
having any success in trying to get him tc come up on his radio. 

4. (U) At 0515 Covey 297 reported that he had just one more 
ridgeline to work his strike flights on ard he thought that 
within 30 min an attempted pick,-up could te made. Spad 11 start-
ed to gather his SAR forces in the area ard all were informed to 
move in closer to the area. Jolly Green E3 & 82 were back on 
orbit after A/R with King 4. 

5. (U) At 0535Z Queen was informed to release King 3 and KinE 5 
so they could RTB. King 7 estimated SAP area 0540Z. Queen advised 
us of a severe weather warning for Channel 89 from 0545 to 0745Z 
and all Ch 89 forces were alerted to incrEase their fuel reserves 
accordingly. Spad 11 requested that all EAR forces recover Channel 
77 due to closer proximity of this statior and weather at Channel 89. 
At 0612Z Queen concurred with Spad ilts  dEcision to recover SAP 
forces at Channel 77, King 7 arrived in EAR area at 0545Z and 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 6 
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immediately started refueling operations 'pith Jolly Green 33 & 21. 
This operation - was completed at 06052 and King - 7 was alerted to 
standby to refuel Jolly Green 83 & 82 in case they needed fuel after 
their pick-up attempt. 

6. (C) At 0610 Spad 11 had his SAR forces in area and started his 
briefing on the picls-up attempt for Cowpoke 18B. Nothing had been 
heard from Hostage Man in quite some time and Spad 11 wanted to try 
for the one known survivor. Spad 11 decided to lay a smoke screen 
around Cowpoke in the shape of a horse shce with the open end at 
the south far Jolly Green 83 to ingress through. The 6pads were 
going to form a daisy chain around Jolly Green 83 to suppress 
ground fire if encountered. The briefing was completed at 06322 
and Jolly Green 83 started in for pick-up with Spads 11, 12, 01 & 02. 
Jolly Green 83 arrived overhead survivor at 06352 and was lowering 
his penetrator. About this time both Spad 01 & 12 took hits from 
ground  fire.  Spad 12 reported his engine was running rough and he 
was proceeding to Channel 77 with Spad 11 as escort. Spad 01 was in 
serious trouble. His wingman reported he was on fire in the right 
wing root area. Spad 01 proceeded due west with Spad 02 and Covey 
210, who had just arrived on scene to replace Covey 297, giving chase. 
At 0642Z , approximately 8 miles due west of SAR, Spad 01 bailed out 
and was immediately picked up by Jolly Green 82 at 06502. During 
this time Jolly Green 83 had picked up Cowpoke 18B and was exiting 
the area to effect join-up with Jolly Green 82 and Spad 01. Smoke 
flight and Grubby flight were still with Jolly Green 83. By 0700 
all SAR and strike forces had been accounted for and jolly Green 
83 & 82 with Spad 02 were proceeding to Channel 77. At 0705 Cow-
poke 18 stated that he had had no contact with Hostage an since 
00302 and had heard enemy patrols in the area. It was recommended 
to Queen that the SAR forces be RTB'd and Covey 210 with King :6 
would conduct an electronic and visual search for Hostage Nan. 
Queen concurred with this plan and all fore S left the area by 
07302 with exception of King 6 and Covey 210. 

7. (C) Covey 210 and Kin g , 6 made numerous Guard and Delta channel 
transmissions for Hostage Nan to come up voice, but had negative 
results. A Brite Lite photo RECCE aircraft was requested from 
Hillsboro at 08002 and at 08452 Falcon 22 arrived in area to work 
with Covey 210. After two photo runs throigh the area Falcon 22 
and Covey 210 were sent home. King 6 made one more search through 
the area from 1030Z to 11102 with negative results and then also 
departed for home base. 

8. (C) REMARKS: 

a. (C) All SAR and strike forces did an outstanding job. 
Big Control, I CORPS DASC, was extremely valuable in getting us 
fast mover resources along with Lovebug ba3e. Both these agencies 
were able to moniter Panama discreet freq 256.4 and our strike 
freq 347.9, which coincided vith Lovebug blse commu. 
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9. (C) An unfriendly patrol was sighted (0230Z) apparently 
searching for survivors; Communications with survivors still 
weak but readable. 

10. (C) After poundin2 the AAA with fastrovers for 45 minutes 
Scads trolled to cheOk on suitability of tringing in the Jolly 
Greens for a pick up. The ground fire wa2 too intense and more 
fast mover strikes were put on target. 

U. (C) At 0330Z it appeared that a pick up might be possible.' 
Jolly Green 82 & 83, escorted by Spads 7, 8 & 10, and Smokes 25, 
26 & 27, formed for a recovery attempt. The attempt failed 
primarily due to smoke being too close to the survivor and the 
Jolly Green getting disorientated in the smoke. Jolly Green 
also reported taking intense fire. All fcrces pulled back with-
out any losses. 

12. (S) A whole new round of SAR forces were ordered for another 
attempt including special ordnance (BLU-52) from Channel  87. 

13. (U) Spad 11 replaced Spad 09 as On-Scene Commander and dolly 
Green 21 & 33 replaced Jolly Green 35 & 42 who had been holding 
in the event of a secondary SAR effort. 

14. (U) King 6 came on scene and was givel a complete briefing. 
At 0440Z King 6 assumed Airborne Mission Command and King 4 
descended to refuel Jolly Green 82 & 83 prior to RTB Ch 83. 

15. (C) Forces Used 

SAR FACs 

Spad: 	1, 	2, 	7, 	8, 	9, - 10, - 11, 
Jolly Green: 	21, 33, 35, 42 

12 Covey 219, 253, 286, 
Nail 57 (resupply) 

297 

Grubby: 	35, 36, 37, 41, 42, 45, 46 
Smoke: 	25, 26, 27, 61, 62, 63, 64 

FM flights  

Cobra 
Falcon 

Gunfighter 
Lirrit  

Lovebug 
Metric 

Playboy 
Ringneck 

16. (U) King 4 Cre4members: 

AC/AMC MAJ FEUER 
CP MAJ WALLER 
N MAJ BEGLEY 
RO SSG GARNER 
FE MSG GRIFFIN 
FE SSG BRaTN 
LM MSG ROE- 

DAVID C. FEELER, M or, 
Aircraft Commander 
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b. (U) Covey 297 did an exceptionally fine cit, in silencing 

the large amount of AAA in the area. At the time the pick-up was 
made only small arms fire was being encountered. 

c. (U) Spad 11 had an outstanding rescue plan as gathered 
by the fact that Jolly Green 83 encountered very little hostile fire 
throughout the pick-up. The smoke soreen laid down 	provided 
very effective cover for the pick-up. 

d. (U) Panama did their usual outstanding job of providing 
traffic separation and giving vectors to the SAR area. 

9. (c) RESOURCES: 

SAR  FORCES 

Spad 10, 02, 11, 12 
Jolly Green 82, 83, 33, 21 
Smoke 61, - 62,'63,"64 
Grubby 41, 42, 45, 46 

FM (expended) 

Lovebug 210 (2 F.-4B) 
Cobra 11, 12(2 F-4D) 
Lovebug 564 (2 F-4B) 
Lovebug 218 (2 F-4B) 
Lovebug 570 (2 F-4B) 
Lovebug 566 (2 A-4) 
LovebuR 564 (2 F-43) 

10. (U) Crewmembers: 
KING 6 

AC/AMC CPT HOE 
CF CPT WILSON 
N CPT BAKER 
RO SSG STARKEY 
FE MSG MARTEL 
FE TSG S co" 
LM SSG CREPEAU 

FACts 

Covey 297 
Covey 210 

RECONNAISSANCE 

Falcon 22 

FM (available) 

Lovetug 218 (2 
Lovetug 570 (2 F-4 
Lovetug 566 (2 A-4 
Sabre 42 	(F-100) 
Dust3 14 	(F-100) 
Lovetug 568 (2 F-4) 

KING 7 
AC !..AJ MCFARLAND 
CP 1AJ POWELL 
N CPT FOLIM1R 
RO AiC 'ARE 
FE ESG SHOREY 
FE 'I SG mum 
LM ESG ROSS 

GGZ W. HO;qE, Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Comrander/Airborne Mission Commarder 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



DECLASS1 :1ED 
•eo 

AT;IN Op': 22nd Sp Op Sc/Lt Col :.■111.er (SAVA CPR, 

i 31113.7FZT: Iiool.ago Man/Cowpoko 13 SAII ..Repor' 
.. 

TO: Di10 

.r, 
,---• 	2 May 1970 

1. A par 1 .1ally wicera::011 :.;,!:)rch .trei !zes 	passion was conducted • 
- 22 Aoril 1970 for Ho: .io ;:.•,n/Oewoolc° 13 front and hack 

Goat occupants rebp(ctivoly or a liarino CV-1f) whirh went dOwn.at 
C317Z as a msult c mem./ groundfire. Tho 3urvivors were located, 
at 01100  for 60 	 72, This rep 	cover those activ- 
i tins related to thn ntiya 	n tin during the ::•e.seue effort. 

2. At 0315Z, Spad n and 12, Capt. 1..ri.eNtrlr1 and Lt Coleman were 
tcrwnblod to the SA1: arca: and arrived at 0315Z. They sot up hold-

ar; po:Inta for .r..:eurcen end rc.:Tlentotl ft it Inovcra to work the 
cn;:ai (OM pOri 471.01IN with the local a•na "AC, Covey 04. Radio 
c:erinanieation wi; ..h the survivor:: wan poor. At 0420Z Spad OS and 06, 
1!;çorDoTar and Y,c...j Williams, were also scre:Ibled to the area. At 
05507. Hoc:tap:LI Itn ruportod cnerly activit? in his area and Spads 11, 
" 0.!; and oes bo:.;an puting 20mm ;:nd C3U-25 w_thin 50 meters of both 
Curvivors Kr:ither pilot was more than 25 motors from his chuto 
'which prolridod good roforeneo poin4a. Th3 survivors reported hearing 
automatic weapons :ire, but troop acivity Mel ceased. At 0645Z, 
5pad 11 and 12 wero forcod to xlin to DaNang 	fu.v1 leaving Spadcp.1 1 

 a:: On-Scene ComAander. At 0715Z, 5;;;Ildy 011  02 1  03, and 04 who had 
nemmbled from vo were in the SAlt area sr3pad 05 began. briefing 
Sandy 01 preparatory to his assuming on-seem: command. As .yot, 
no pickup had been attemptod, sinco grotndfi:7e was still, quite heavy. 
Sandy 01 located two 72U guns, and as ho ;arced the guns, Sandy 01 
was hit by at, least threo 37mm projectiles. He had an immediate loss • 
or control, and the cockpit was eng-a.,.f" od in .71aMes as the engine quit. 
Sandy 01 oxl-xactcd at 07232. At this 	:;p•si.d 05 had to RT8 to 
DaNang for fuel. 

3. Sandy 01,.althouGh suhjectnd to heavy small arms fire while in his 
descant, 	made a saro landing approximatol;r 150 meters from tho 
othor two survivors. Spad 05 t00% Sandy 02 on his Wing and . dispatched 
Sandy 03 and 0)& .o escorZ. Jolly Groans 77 and 68 into the area for an 
immodiato rtttnm:1L to pickup Sandy 01. Spad 05 used the smoke available 
and d7i.roctod 3411:1 0] to vs° his mirror. Al7;houf:h Sandy 01 did not 
belt.evo his mirror to be offoctivo*becaluie o. the sun angle and terrain 
masking, the mcklue.forces stated it was vorl.  effective. Unfortunately 
Hostage Mbn and Cobipol:o 18 flashed tileir nir;'ors at the same time 
r , ;;sing nomo confusion. This confusion cmsod the Jolly to flounder 
in 44e throat aroa fo an unnocessarily low,  time and as a result, 
the r , 	imliconto; was hit wit li groundfiro and a PJ wounded. At 
about :.. 	timo Saady 03 U14::U.t and began trailing smoke. He 
exitod 	to tho south act:tem:Jaz:it:1d by :iandy 02 and 04.. Sandy 03, 
was able to stay with hisl,airerart.until reachin,g, a relatively safe 

, NvistM nxtractp.d 	 ti 10 .rescue, foree...waa.j.n a 

DECL18S1FIED 



of Clif::11-17 find E.hc 01 4 01 ,11:!1•1 	 C:(0' ..11, 1 )11.117.(1 	it1 tbzo Tre nu:- 
viirs on 1,110 r,r01 110 	;TT:it i 	i 1-04;1:(X. 	 1,0 Sandy 03 who 

	

:to 	 c;••:0%. 	.1.: wa:.; 	picicod up at 
0!; 	Crj. 	y 1;1•10 -(1. 0 	; ■ iirl C ■aled 5awly 05 into 

t; 	 (IVO him aa 004;C!'110 C014: 71.1116.111' • 1.111i1C1 t.yintt, to point 
ho locai.i or, or Sandy 	whono clinho had het.:n blown iron the traoa on 

the :Abort,ive rnocno al,templ. )  Z.:pad 05 'WAN 	by a 12.7mi API round which 
exploded 1i Ur, eor.kpit. Sped 05 1.161nocliat1y withdrew kricl rocovorod safoly 
at Da7;an ,.. 

Ct1;• 05 1  naj 	rtin, 	5:kneiy IV ,. Lt ■ ",111ez.., four' ,  1 * Sandy 01 end the 
mirvivpr:: in an aro.t lio:sVy j:1;;1 :ilia I; was .:,.tu-rounded by roads. 

Thu di.1;taneo to tho rond:; var:iocl from onei-b:i3.f to ono 1c.omotUA. All tho . 
1'oad3 wero hnavily anrond..d r wonpnoa inc1willng 37mm, ?3mnt, 14.5mm, 12.7mm, 
Quad 7.1q7::, autemaMix 1114 numerowl[thmall arm. rho TA ost heavily 
deronderl 	wl:re I.o the nor6h, 	,anei weal:. The southern road was 
i,he leant 110:,vily 	r•Indeti :Irv; 1,1 au:; er701.40i1 ;,ho z;afect dirociden for tho 

approanh. :;andy 	ioti pmvirmay pinpointed the location of 
liostar.,,e rill awl Cowpoke 111 from mirror si.pals, but he still did not have 
an exact, position on Sandy 01. 71:r 	 passes over the :ea and 
maintaining radio coranninication with Sandy 01, Sandy 05 was able to 
e5tablish his position, locate several guns 1,141i.c ho had a Covey FAC work 
with fast mover strikes, ane survey likely ingress routes for the Jolly 
Greens. Sandy 05 broul:ht the rescue helicopters with sandy 'escorts into 
an arca relativoly close to the survivors 'thus pormitting them to observe • 
the procupdings. Weil° pointing out the ingress route to Sandy 07, Sandy 
05 1 s aireralt was hit by heavy groandfire causing a lov.d explosion. Sandy 
06 spotted the gun which had hit Sandy 05,, and 05 and 06 proceeded to 

. silence the guns. 'Sandy 05 rliroct .od strikes along the ingress and egress 
routes )  then brought tho Smoke and Spacial stores aircrai% in for the 
pickup tx7iefir.3. is plan was to lay =oho along the roads to the north, 
west, re-..1 east Inakin g the survivors and the approach route from the enemy 
derenae:;. Sandy 05 marked thc area which ho wanted masked with smoke 
rockets. The plan was for Sandy 05:and 07 to lead in Jolly Green 82 for a 
pickup of Sandy 01. Spad 31, who' had relaunched from DaNang and was familiar 
with the location of the OV-10 survivor, was to bring in Jolly Green 83 - 
for a delble pickup one° Sandy 01 wars out. Tho smoke , icreen was perfect, and 
Sandy 05, 06, and 07 sot up a protective daisy chain allound Joll:r .  Green 82. 
At this time Sandy 05 1 s aircraft was again :hit by a ri2p1e of:ii!Otind fire 
damaging 30M0 of his radio equipment; however, the pie - cup wee - successful and 
Sandy 01 was roscucd at 10257.. ny this timo the smoke screen had drifted over 
Uoster.e Man and Cowpoke 18, and the occond;Joily Green, uruAlrle to visually 
aequiro the sarvivors position, wan forcod.to withdraw. Darkness was now 
r=pi.d1;/ approaching, and although he was 'oelotr bingo fiel, Sandy 05 recognized 
that it a renceo was going to be successful, it would lave to be attempted 

Only through use of pouition,lights were the aircraft able to 
maintain 	• !• ,. i •7entaat in the fading light. Although resources were now 
limitcx 5.i . ci!; rolt that darkness mat;provido the necessary shield, so 

called in 	("rem 70, but. the ground fire was too intense; the hen- 
ins hit r ; I withdrew with one crewmembor ,  wounde a. Sandy .05 and 06, 

shori, or fuol rocovorod at DaNang while panly 09 and 10 escorted 
thu 	''coptere home. 



5. In iho ilinfo:it or cln,.;Ly a cheonolocical ooquonce of evont3 13 
providN1 to this poinb. 

03114 - rry-11..n;11/ ; ,:inAlowpoico 311 rrrilnr,1 
03)0;7, - tip.“1 	On-zict,no Cfnithandofl . no attempt.ed pic110. 
000/, rrad 05 On-,'Icelio Cimino ro tor 
07234 - N711 ply (13. 	b 	if 1 ex lwactori 
01501, - Sparl 05 o bt(!ihi • I., iii i chip nr Sandy 01. Jolly Groon hit, PJ 

woundod nnanccerful. 
, 075aZ 	::oody 03 hlt And ektr:Ictnd. 
OOOPZ . - Spad 05 vi..th Jolly Grenn (NO r.encund Sandy 03. 
001C'L - Spad 05 hit, Wrilld Dadan::. 
001•Z - Sandy 05 On-Scenn Gommandor. 
1025Z - Sandy 05 with Jolly Grocn 02 rcscuod Sandy 01. 
1030Z - Rosen° attompt for Nontago Nati/Cwpoko 18 abdrted. 
.10h5Z (Approximato) - Sandy 05 and Jolly Groon 70 attempted pickup 

or OV-10 crow: 	70 hit and withdrew.* 
'1050Z (Approximate) - All forces RTD. 

6. The status of the A-1 forces at tho ena . of . the first day, 21 April 
was as follows: 

SORTIES 

GENERATED 	 FLOWN 
72(1 A/A) 

LOSSES 

Sandy ol Aoft 336 	 - SaaO 03 Acft 070 

BATTLE DAMAGE  

Sandy 04 Acft 286 
	

Sandy 05 Aoft: 257 
	

3pad 05 Aoft 779 

(J.0. 77 Or 68 Ii/1 VGA 	j i e. s  7fl i,w/M11.4. 

NKP sonTirs nrconam AT DANANG 

Sandy 02 
	

Sandy 05 
	

Sandy 07 
Sandy Oh 
	

Sandy 06 
	

Sandy 08 

7. Shoy after the final pickup attomplJ.  the forces RTBd and the 
Lowvivo:7s wore boddod down for tho night. ?loaning for a firsi, light 
effort began, with tbo Sandy rob o to bo payed by the Spats and the 
Sandyz •ho had recovored at DaNang with support forces to be furnished from 
WO. Thc ...nitira requirement was for eight Grabby, later reduced to four, 
and foui. 5m,*0 -;1 .croft to be on scono at ifirst light. Ni' requirement WA 
-vied on-tho 	::OW for Strilp aircraft,. 



n. r:p•d 11 1  LI. Colonel Wnld, :;pad 	LL hlnnohard, 5pad 01 1  'Copt 
and :;11:14 02, ;:11111. Oilliams novlvod on scone at 2230Z only 

to find 4hi; wPalbor overca;;t. IntormiLLea, rAdie u66::ACt 1;45 ostablished 
• wIth both sorvivor;:. At, 0130Z I.im 31ads vp:ro s itorced to RTB for fuel, and 

0r1 1 1,1,Y 33 -34 al::0 VIld to Ciumel:1 	withouL expending. Smoke 21-24 
as won an :;andys 01-04 had boon divertod to work tho Adlib SAH and were 

• Lalceosr;Cul io rooevoriog Lilo ono ourvivor. Tho Adlih SAU 14 covered in a 
ncperate re9ort, but i3 mentioned horo, boeause of the divcosion of somo 
or tho rcsoarens that had provinunly boon allocated to the lostage Han/ 
Cowpoke 16 SAR. 

2. Spad 09, Capt Hanna and ;1)ad 10 took on-scene command at, 0130Z. Tho 
weather by thin tdme wan 4500 1  neattornd Lo broken with 50M0 rainshowcrs 
in Vca: area. L;p:A. 09 wt:; ahlo to ontahlish ritdio contact with Cowpoko 16 
but not with llo:Aage }an. Cowpoke 18 reportod hearing an enemy pat7o1 to 
thc southwont, GO fast mover :;triken wero put ;  in by Covey 253 and 297 
; -,round the survivor. The fa:ii; movern wore not picking up rround aro, and 
:Spad 09 node a number of low passen through the area unopposod. Spad 09 
then decided to attempt a pickup and prepared and briefed his forms. 
Smoke 25, 26, and 27 laid the smoke scromand Spad 09 took Jolly Green 83 
in for the pickup attempt. The Jolly was a little late and the smoke 
began to drift over the survivors: At this point the Jolly became confused • 
and made a wrong turn losing procious timo. iJO 83 thought ho was hit, lost ' 
the survivor in the smoke and withdrew. The. Grubby flight, 36-38, had 
reached bingo fuel and wore unavailable for the pickup attempt. • 

10. At 0420Z Spads 11, 12, 01, and 02 with phe orews vho had-been on 
scene at first light arrived in the SAR arc., and Spad 11 assumed 
on-sceno command. From 04357. to 0605Z, Covey 297 put in fast movers with 
napes, high drags, and CB0-24 on the gun poltions. In addition to the 
Spads, Smoke 61-64, Grubby 41,442, (45;k46;and Jolly Groena 82/63 were in 
the area. Nail 57, carrying a survival package was also Tresent. Spad 11 
had the Smokes exocuto followed by the Grubby then voctored Jolly Green 83 
in for tho succenful rescuo of Cowpoko 18 t approximato4 0630Z. During 
the pickup Spad 01 was hit in the right win by 23mm and caught firo. He % 
extracted at 0645z and was immodintely pickO up by Jolly Green 82. Spad 12 
had taken a hit in hio engine and Spad 11 eimorted him bai:k to DaNang. Spad 02 
escorted Jolly Groans 62 and 83 back to DaNang also. .The:lo was :le further ; 
contact with Hostaao hhn, and Cowpoko 18 roported that ho had probably been 2' 
found by the onomy patrol. 

11. Tho chronological sequence of events for the final day of the SAR, 
22 April, is as follows: 

2230Z - Spad 11 On-Scene Cow:ander, no pickup attempt - duo to weather. 
01)Z - Spad 09 rep3Aced Spnd 11 as Oft-Ocone Commander. Attempted pickup 

n: Cowpoke 16 but ahortmd duo to smoke obscvration. 

	

0420Z - 	11 relieved Spad 09 as On-Scar) Commander; 

	

0630Z - 	11 and Jolly Green 83 suncossiully rescued Cowpoke 18. 
01 ;ind !pad 12 took batUo damago. 

Spa6 01 oxtrantod and was ihupdiatc2.7 rPt4 auld by Jolly Groan 82. 
'11 - All forces miDd assuming Iloattigo Man had boon . found by the 



;Lol.hh 	LW 	 •iimp14,Wow 	tho ■ :AL tom An 
1 1 . , 1 • . , w4l. 	'NW flOoNin ilul1t ;114.1 	 .61..11-. 	 APril. 
TLe fiurcs in A.,ht, brhckots ay.) the totals fc... boLh days. 

SORY77S 

CMV.TED 
	

1711.7..rp: 
i■-0-6P277.3 OA) 
	

liT(73 ) (1 A/A: 

Spad 01 Aircraft 015 
(3) 

BATTU.; DArJ',O1.;  

Spad 12 Aircraft, 730 
( 1 ) 

AIRCROT IV:GOV:WM° AT =TANG/11E0N  

Grubby 41/42/45/46 
	

Smoko 0/64 	 Spad 13/14 

13, Several problems woro natod on this SIR. Somo are recurring and 
somo ore new. 

a. FIRST-LIGM.SOIMM. 5-A, has boon the practice for first light 
SARs to cz:nd Smola': and Orulky aircraft into the SAR area at first light 
°von thougA tho oCfort may have been hoavily opposed on the previous day. 
It should be rocognizod on protracted S.A.Rc that there are remora hours 
of softening defenses required a:Nor first light before a rickup may be 
attempted. Invaribly tho S7:.oko and Grubby aircraft RTB 'without expending.. 
This causcs an unnecossary drain on aircraft and craws. 

RIZO;i77,NDATION. On those SARs which are opposed Lnd run into 
'first light offorts, Smo%0 and Grubby aircraft should be /RA on alert at 
first light. The On-Scono Comander should anticipate the time he plans 
to attempt a pickup and should advise Xing, who in turn should relay to 
the 56t1 SOW so that the support aircraft may be launched 	sufficiont 
time. This does not apply for SARs which :bogin during the night and enomy 
defenses z.re unknown. In those cases the support forces should 1,ti, la place 
at first-light or shortly thoroaftor for a'quick pick up, :A* possible. 

b. nmuntENENT TO nm TO a?. in the case where Spad 09 attempted a 
pickup on :"':" April )  no did not have the uso of the Grubby :'light since 
thoy had 	-;.old to RTB to Channel 89. 	. 

RECODATION.. For these SAT.4 conductod at placQ4 far removed 
baso, oonUdori.Uon should be given to recovering forces at the 

net,. 	iuitablo baso with turn around capability. Facilies at the . 
turn ::. 	base should be prodetormincd anet prearrangbd. This procedure 

• - 1 timo on station and thus reduathe number of sorties required 
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along the proposed ingress/egress reute of the Jolly. ie turned 

over command to Sandy 15 at approximately 1330L. Most )f the guns 

had been silenced by then, and Sandys 09 and 15 agreed ;hat a pick-

up should be attempted. Sandy 15 moved the support fores close- 

in to the south where they could observe the erea while being briefed 

on the proposed plan. All forces having been briefed, ;he command 

to execute was given. The smoke birds laid their scream very 

well and Alpha popped his smoke on cammand. The Jolly Acked him 

up and as Alpha went up the penetrator, Bravo popped hi) smoke and 

Jolly moved directly to him and picked him up also. Tho egress 

was uneventful. 

2/ 
(S) A partially successful Search and Rescue mission was con- 

ducted on 21-22 April 1970 for Hostage Man/Cowpoke 18, 7ront and back 

seat occupants respectively of a Marine OV-10. The aireraft went 

down at 0800L as a result of enemy ground fire, and tht. survivors 

were located at 040 degrees, 60 NM off Channel 72. 

(S) At 0815L, Spads 11 and 12 were scrambled to the SAR 

area. After arriving at 0845L, they set up holding poire.s for 

resources and requested fast movers to work the enemy gins with 

the local area FAC, Covey 04. Radio communication with the sur-

vivors was poor. At 0920L Spade 05 and 06 were also smambled 

to the nrea. 

(S) At 1230L, Hostage Man reported enemy activity :n his area. 

Spade 11, 12, 05 nnd 06 began putting 20mm and CBU-24 within 50 

DECLASSIF1EE 
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niters of both survivors. The chutes provided good ref!rence 

points and troop activity ceased, although some automa:de 

weapons fire was heard. 
12/ 

(S) Sandy forces fram PIKP began to replace the spats as the 

day wore on. Sandy 01 located two ZPUls. While in a mal.king pass, 

he was hit by at least three rounds of 37m. He suffered an im-

mediate loss of control and extracted at 1423L as the cockpit 

became engulfed in flames and the eneine quit. 

(S) A3 Sandy 01 landed safely within 150 meters of the two 

original survivors, an immediate rescue attempt was initiated. 

Sandys 03 and 04 escorted a Jolly Green to Sandy 01's losition, 

while Sad 05 used the available smoke. Sandy 01 was instructed to 

flash his mirror, but as the helicopter approached, the other two 

survivors also flashed, and in the ensuing confusion the Jolly 

was hit and a PJ wounded. Sandy 03 waL: also hit, and departed the 

area trailing smoke. Hs: was able to stay with his aArcraft until 

n:aching a relatively sof- area, at which time he extra:ted. He 

Was quickly recovered fror waist deep wator in a araall 3tream. 

(S) Sandys 05 and 06 then resumed the suprression oC enemy 

positions, trolling the area in a serios of low passes. The sur-

vivors were pinpointed and the rescue helicopters and their escorts 

were brought into the immediate arPa to facilitate ori•Jitation 

and coordination. Sandy C5 decided to mask both the survivors 

and the ineress/egrese route with smoke, and to attempt the 
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pick-up of lx)th Sandy 01 and the UV-10 crew. The smoke screen 

was perfect and Jolly Green 82 ran in to pick up Sandy 01, while 

Sandys 05, 06 and 07 flew a protective daisy chain. As the second 

Jolly Green ran in, the smoke drifted over Hostage Man aniCowpoke 

18, obscuring their positions and the helicopter was forced to 

withdraw. 
11/ 

(S) Sandy 05 had been battle-damaged several times, but with 

the approach of darkness he decided to make a last attmpt to ex-

tract the OV-10 crew. Jolly Green 70 was called in, bu the ground 

fire was too intense and the helicopter was driven off with one 

crewmember wounded. Critical fuel shortages compelled : ■andys 05 

and 06 to recover at DaNang, while Sandys 09 and 10 esi:orted the 

helicopters home. 

(S) Shortly after this final pick-up attempt, the remainder 

of the SAR force returned to base. The survivors had bten bedded 

down for the night. 

(S) The most heavily defended enemy areas were to thr! north, 

east and west of th-1. survivors' positions. The southerT road was 

the least heavily defended and thus seemed to ,Sford tle safest 

direction for a renewed pick-up approach. 

(S) Due to an overcast on the morning of the 22nd, several 

flights of A-1 's returned to base without expending. Ore smoke flight 

DECLASSIFIED 

qmprorr' 



56 SOW 
Apr-Jun 70 vol. I 
K-WG-56-HI 44611(4  DECLASSIFIED  „ 

and two flights of Sandys were divertol to the Ad Lib SLR. Spad 

09 arrived on-scene at 0830L, and after assessing the elemy fire 

directed at fast mover strike aircraft, decided that th) area 

was permissive enough to attempt a rescue. A smoke scre)n was 

laid, but the Jolly Green was late starting his run-in. The aqoke 

drifted over the survivor, obscuring his position and mAking the 

attempt abortive. 

(S) At 092M, Spads 11, 12, 01 and 02, with the cram who 

had been on-scene at first light, arrived in the SAR an a. Spad 11 

assumed On-Scene Command. From 0935L to 1105L, Covey 29" put 

fast movers in on the enemy gun positions with napes, h:_gh drags 

and CBU-24. In adeition to the Spads, Smokes 61 and 64, Grubbys 

41, 42, 45 and 46, and Jolly Greens 82 and 83 were in the area. 

nil 57 wa.5 also preaent, carrying a sitrvival package. ..load 11 

had the Smoke flight execute, followed by the Grubbys, Lnd then 

1,- ctored in Jolly Green T3 for the successful rescue of Cowpoke 

18. Spad 01 was hit by AA fire during the pick-up and e;:tracted. 

He was recovered by Jolly Green 82. Spad 12 also receivtd battle 

iamage during the rescue, but was able to recover succeEsfully 

at DaVang. 
12/ 

(r'1) There was no further contact with Hostage Man, and 

Cowpoke 18 reported that he had pr)bably been found by an enc,Imy 

patrol. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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40th ARRSq Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970 

The two days of 21 and 22 April proved to be the most pro-

ductive during the three month period as five comb it saves were 

recorded. The mission began in search of Cowpoke 	and Hostage 

Man (the front and back seater of a Marine OV-10). However, 

before the mission was completed, rescues were rec(rded on two 

Sandyn (A-1E), one Spad (A-1E), as well as Cowpoke 18. 13  

In unrelated action the 40th chalked up its fifth save of 

the day and the unit's 100th save overall when Jolly Green 72 

rescued the only surviving crewmember of Adlib 12 (AC-130) at 

, 14 
070/23/72. When hoisted aboard, the 100th save waE in shock 

and suffering from burns about the face and hands. He received 

immediate medical attention from the pararescuemen pn the Jolly 

Green, and was returned to the medical facilities at Danang AB, 

15 
RVN. 

The back seater of an F-4 crew became the sixth non-

combat save when his aircraft was forced down at 17)/59/70 on 
16 

25 April. The Jolly Green crew landed in a large ri_ce paddy near 

the survivor in order that medical attention could )e given to 

the survivor's cuts, burns, and possible broken elb)w. The crew 

17 
and the injured pilot returned to Udorn without fur ,her incident. 

On 8 May a Nail (0V-10) pilot was plucked fron the trees at 

1616N 10626E. Sandy aircraft sterilized the area a!; a precaut-

ionary measure before the Buff crew moved in and lovered the pene-

trator to the dangling pilot. The pilot was recovered and found 

18 to have no injuries. 	 GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
Intervals; declassifibA 
-- '^r 12 ymars DECLASSIFIED 
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40th ARRSq Hist, 1 Apr  -  30 Jun 1970 

Buff crew involved in the pick up of 34owpoke 

18 on 22 April. Standing from the left: Capt 

D. H. Sattler (OF); Lt Col R. F. Hegedald (AC); 

Sgt J. E. Corcoran (FE). Kneeling frpm the left: 

TSgt R. H. Pambrun (PJ) and Sgt W. A. Werber Jr. (PJ) 

F I LE  
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40th ARR5q filet, 1 Apr — 30 Jun 1970 

Buff crew involved in the pick up of Cowpoke 

18 on 22 April. Standing from the left: Capt 

D. H. Settler (CP); Lt Col R. F. Hegewali (AC); 

Sgt J. E. Corcoran (FE). Kneeling from :he left: 

TSgt R. H. Pambrun (PJ) and Sgt W. A. Wecter Jr. (PJ) 





21 April 1970 

OV- 10A 155423 	V4O-2, MAO-11, USSIC, Da ang 
Mai Eugene Lacy Wheeler (K A) 
Capt Charles E Hatch (survivt cl) 

In addition to its role as an FM] and close air suppol aircraft, the 
Bronco carried cameras that gave it a photographic reconnais-
sance capability, Mai Wheeler and Capt Hatch wer taking pho - 
tographs of a road near the border between South Vietnairt and 
Laos about 12 milts west of Khan Due when ti ey were shot 
down. Flying at about 1,000 feet the aircraft was lit in die rear 
fuselage by either 37mm or 57trun AAA and caught ire. The crew 
ejected and Capt Hatch was recovered the next morning by heli-
copter but although Mal Wheeler was in voice coi itact with the 
rEscue forces he was not recovered. It was assumed he had been 
killed by an enemy patrol that he reported was do iing in on his 
position. Mai Wheeler had only started his tour of duty with 
VM0-2 the day before he was shot down, 

A-1H 52 - 135336 22 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, Naktion Phanom 
Capt 3 M Dyer (survived) 

A-1j 52-142070 6fI2 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, NaJcon Phanorn 
Maj C E Whinery (survived) 

About four hours after Mai Wheeler's OV-10 was shot down west 
nf Kharn Dc two tiS0' Skyraiders tying RESCAP during the 
search for the aircrew were also shot down. Capt t):Fer was mak-
ing his second pass over an enemy position lust wes of where the 
Bronco went down when the aircraft Was hit by 23n in) AAA. CNA 
Dyer ejected from his burning aircraft and landed safely to await 
rescue Half an hour later another of the escortir g Skyraiders 
was lost at almost exactly the same location. Mai lihinery wa 
making his fourth pass from just 300 feet on a trget close to 
where Capt Oyer had landed when his Sp-ad was hi t by 14.5mm 
ground fire. Mai Whinery ejected and landed fely close to 
Capt Dyer. They were both rescued by one of the SA3. helicopters 
of the 40th ARRS, making the Squadron's 99th an 100th cow- 
bat rescues. 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FOURTH OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

TERRY E. CAFFERY 

Sergeant Terry E. Caffery distinguished himself by heroism while participating in 
APriAl fliohr AA An 141151 PArArpgrflp cnprialiar fn CnnthioAat- AI. nrt /1 Anr41 1o7n 
On that date, Sergeant Caffery and his fellow crewmember rescued a downed American 
airman from deep in heavily fortified hostile territory. Even though exposed to 
intense and accurate hostile ground fire that had driven off another helicopter and 
seriously wounded one crewmember, he maintained his unproctected position on the 
helicopter's ramp, providing precise maneuvering instructions to maintain rotor 
clearance, and laying down a steady stream of suppressive fire against the numerous 
gun positions during the extended hover required to complete the rescue. The out-
standing heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Caffery reflect 
great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 
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James Corcoran 

From: 	"Joe Copalman" <joe_yee_ten@hotmail.corn> 
To: 	<jcorcoran@ci.livonia.mi.us > 
Cc: 	<benjieraymond@msn,com> 
Sent: 	Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:53 PM 
Subject: Re: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

Mr. Corcoran, 

1 saw your request on the FACNET and thought I might be able to help. 
Eric Raymond (CCed in this message) is the OV-10 Bronco Association's 
listkeeper and might be able to put you in touch with Chuck Hatch. 

Also, Pm not sure if Chuck Burin (ccburin14(4nsn.com ) has contacted you 
about your request, but along with being the Bronco Association's historian, 
he served in VMO-2 at the same time Hatch and Eugene Wheeler (pilot, 
callsign HOSTAGE NAN) were shot down. He might be able to give some input. 
I think Peter Colt was actually airborne during the shootdown and witnssed 
some of the SAR, so you might want to track him down. The shootdown and SAR 
are also documented in the book "Ground Attack: Vietnam" (pg. 133-1(4) by 
J.M. Moriarty, who was VMO-2's CO at the time of the shootdown - NA, heeler was 
the squadron's new X0 at the time. 

Lastly, there's a story involving Capt. Hatch on our website that may 
be of interest, as it involves his first flight in an OV-10 since the 
shootdown. Here's the URL: 
http://www.ov-10bronco.net/ovl  °stories detail.cfm?NewsID=160 Hatch was a 
rarity among Marine Aerial Observers, as his background was in Armor, 
whereas most AOs came from the Artillery and Infantry communities. 

Hope this helps some. 

All the best, 

Joe Copalman 
Researcher/Newlsetter Editor 
OV-10 Bronco Association 

>From: "corcoran48154" <jcorcoran@ci.fivonia.tni.us > 
>Reply-To: FACNET@yahoo_groups.com 
>To: FACNET yahoogroups.com  
>Subject: ACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 
>Date: Wed, 28 Aug 2002 12:13:14 -0000 

>I would like to contact a Charles E. Hatch. He was a Captain in 
>1970. Drove an OV-10 for VMO-2, MAO-11 USMC DaNang 1970. Call sign 
>was Cowpoke 18 during that period. I am helping do some research fi,r 
>a retired Pararescueman who is writing his second book on SEA rescues. 
>The mission took place on April 21 and 22 1970. There was an OV-10 
>and at least 3 Al E's shot down and several Jolly Greens shot up. Any 
>help would be appreciated. Send me an e-mail at: 
> jcorcoran@ci.livonia.mi.us  

8/29/2002 
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ROCKS!! ROCKS!! 
Rolfe Hunt's hair-raising tale of cutting things just a little too close in Elephant 
Valley! 

By Rolfe Hunt 

©1999 Rolfe Hunt, All Rights Reserved. 

I served with Major Wheeler, Hostage Nan, in VMO-2 at the time he was shot down. A great 
guy and somewhat unusual among us OV-10 drivers - to me he seemed kind, gentle, 
thoughtful, dedicated to his family. Igor was also in VMO-2 at that time so knew him. 

A little sidelight: Captain Chuck Hatch was the AO shot down with him. Chuck spent a couple 
of nights on the ground with the bad guys beating the bushes all around -iirn before he was 
finally rescued. He took a week or two off from flying then went back at it with me as pilot on 
his first flight back in action. 

While we were doing a photo mission near the east end of Elephant Valley, we were called to 
support a recon team out in "Yankee Charlie" company, the area of YC r tap coordinates west 
toward the Laotian border. A low ceiling covered the tops of the mountains on both sides of the 
valley but rather than go around the long way I chose to go through the t trinel formed by the 
mountains on the side and the clouds overhead (flying VFR of course an i with poor radio 
contact down in the valley). Fortunately I knew this valley like the back ot my hand because 
after we were committed - not enough room to turn around - it began to rain. The OV-10 
windshield wiper seems quite busy but does little good. I could see nothing but the rain 
whitened windshield. 

I knew the valley just ahead dog-legged a little to the left so I hesitated a moment, made a 
slight turn and went to full power to climb straight ahead down the valley and punch up through 
the clouds. Just as I turned I heard Chuck yelling in the back seat over tl - e sound of the 
engines at full power. Then he keyed the intercom and I realized he was telling, "Rocks! 
Rocks!" Sure enough, a few feet off the right wing were the huge rain bla:;kened rocks of the 
valley wall. My guess at where to turn had been correct but just barely. I Hvent on the gauges 
and continued the climb straight ahead and contacted control for an IFRI;learance. 

We completed the mission with the recon team and returned home safely, but that was 
Chuck's last flight as an AO. Having cheated death on two flights in a mu , he quit and went 
back to tanks. 

Maybe he's online with us now and can add to this or correct any errors ny memory allows 
after almost 30 years. He was one of the best of our AO's. I flew with him many times and 
enjoyed knowing and working with him in the air ground team. 

Rolfe Hunt 
Hostage Hornet 
Danang, 1969-1970 

If you have any additions or corrections to thfs item, please let us know! 

Go to Stories Index 

http://vvww.ov-10bronco.net/ovlOstories_cietail.c  frn?News  1D-160 	 10/11/2002 



Cowpoke18, draft 

On April 21, 1970 
Jolly Green 82 and Jolly Green 83 had been sent to NKP from Worn to stand "EAST" 
alert 
The enlisted members of both crews were having lunch at the NC 0 club at NKP. The 
NCO club had a notice on the menu that they had received a shipment of fresh 
strawberries for strawberry shortcake and everyone was looking forward to having a 
special desert that we had not had for a long time. Just as the strawberry shortcakes had 
been served, the portable radios blared, "Launch the Jollies!" I couldn't believe the 
timing because we all really wanted the strawberry shortcake. I r ientioned to Terry 
Caffery (who was sitting across from me) that it was a shame that we couldn't have the 
shortcake. He looked over at me, thought for a second, then piekcd up the shortcake in 
his bare hand and jammed the whole thing in his mouth. It was h ilarious and I remember 
getting some real strange looks from everyone sitting around the lining room (non 
aircrew). We all ran out of the NCO club without paying for the unch. I still laugh 
when I think about him jamming that whole cake in his mouth like that. 

It turned out that the reason we were launched was one of the Jolly Greens on the 
cowpoke mission was diverted because Sgt. Colbert had been shct in the arm during an 
attempt. It also seems to me that at that point in time there were two people on the 
ground Cowpoke 18 Alpha and Hostage Nan. They had been in an OV-10 out of 
DaNang 

We arrived in the holding area and began orbiting while the Sand "s were working the 
area over. From the radio traffic we could tell that there was a lot of very active and 
accurate Triple-A (23mm and 37mm) in that area. While the details are a little hazy of 
that day I seem to remember that the Al E's had their hands full and a number of them 
were taking serious hits. Either during the close-in orbit or during our first attempt we 
received ground fire that caused our #2 engine to either quit or leak fuel bad enough that 
we had to divert to Da Nang for repairs. We went to Da Nang because we did not want 
to cross the "route structure" back to NKP with just one engine. The repairs took long 
enough to prevent us from making another attempt that day so we remained over night a 
Da Nang. 

April 22, 1970 
We got up for a "first light effort" but the weather was Delta-Sierra (dog-shit) and we had 
to wait around for the ceilings to lift so we could take off. During the night one of the 
survivors was killed or captured. When the weather permitted us to take off we 
proceeded to the area and again orbited close to the survivors position. Our first attempt 
was abandoned because of some confusion on directions from the on-scene commander 
ancUor ground fire. After the first attempt both Jolly Green 82 and 83 left the immediate 
area and hit a C-130 tanker and took on fuel. We then returned to the holding point, 
which was a couple of miles from the survivor's position. I clearly remember that while 
we were orbiting a couple of miles from the survivor I spotted the survivors signal mirror. 



I was surprised at how clear it was and how much it helped orien:ate me as to where he 
wasP on the ground so I would know where to look for him when we went into a hover. 
While inbound during the second attempt we received small arm.-; fire and Sgt Pambrum 
and Sgt Werber returned the fire with their miniguns. When we went into a hover I went 
on "hot mike" and lowered the penetrator. I had disconnected in} intercom cord so there 
was some confusion that extended the time in a hover. I finally ot the intercom working 
and spotted the survivor about 2/3 up a slope of tall grass with a.me of small but thick 
trees along the top of the ridge. Because of the slope we had to hover down-slope and the 
survivor ran down the slope to the penetrator. He quickly secured himself to the 
penetrator and I reeled him up to the door. Our hover had put thc helicopter level with 
the top of the slope, even with the tree line, which was about 100' straight-out from my 
position. While the survivor was coming up on the penetrator I looked around and 
spotted some bad guys sitting along the top of the slope in the tree line. I was really 
surprised on two accounts. One, that they were so close to me and two that the survivor 
had been hiding so close to them for an extended period of time. They had rifles and for 
some reason they did not bring accurate fire at us although back at Da Nang we did find 
several bullet holes around the entrance door where the hoist was. I also remember that 
when we got the survivor into the aircraft and off the penetrator he broke loose and ran 
back to the door. Initially I thought he had panicked and was about to run out the door 
but he stopped at the door and was giving the bad guys the finger. 
With the survivor on board we began exiting the area as fast as we could with Sgt 
Pambrum & Sgt Werber suppressing ground fire with their miniguns. During the climb 
out one of the Sandy's (Spad 01) pulled up along side and the pilot bailed out. We 
followed his chute all the way down to the ground (it went around in large circles) and 
the Jolly Green 82 immediately picked him up. That could be the record for the shortest 
time on the ground in enemy territory. We then returned to Da Nang with both of the 
survivors. 
During the time period this mission was going on I seem to remember that an AC-130 
gun ship had been shot down somewhere near there and that rescue was going on at the 
same time, which really added to the overall confusion. 

Crew of Jolly Green 
Pilot: Lt. Colonel Hedgewald 
Co-pilot: Captain Dennis H. Sattler 
Flight Engineer: Sgt James Corcoran 
Pararescuemen: Sgt. Dick Pambrum 

Sgt. Bill Werber 

This is to the best of my recollections 

Jim Corcoran 
Flight Engineer, 40 ARRS 
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James Corcoran 

From: 	"CHARLES E BURIN" <ccburin14@msn.com > 
To: 	<jcorcoran@ci.livoniami.us> 
Sent: 	Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:59 PM 
Subject: Fw: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

I was a pilot with VMO-2 in Vietnam 6/69-7/70 and was the squadrpn safety officer from 
December 69 until I left. 

I am not sure where Chuck Hatch is today. I understand he retired 'rom the Marine Corps as a 
Col. Maybe the HQ USMC locator service could find him. 

Here's some of what I know about the loss. 

Gene Wheeler joined the squadron from the 1st MAW HQ just prior to the day he was shot 
down. Chuck Hatch was an Aerial Observer and had been flying with VMO-2 since at least late 
October 69. My log book shows I flew with him the first time October 27 and at least 7 times 
prior to the shootdown. I flew an orientation mission with Major Wheeler March 9 and Flight 
schedule copies show that Major Wheeler was flying missions as Hostage NAN by April 1. 

There is a good write-up of the loss of Wheeler and Hatch in Lt. Col. J. M Moriarty's book, 
Ground Attack Vietnam: The Marines Who Controlled the Skies, pagi?.s 133-164. The account 
has several factual errors but if basically correct. 

As to the other aircraft losses they included A-1H 52-135336 Captail J. M. Dyer; A-13 52- 
142070 Major C. E. Winery and A-13 52-142015 Captain D. E. Friestad (second shoot down) An 
F-4 was also damaged 4/21 as well as a Jolly shot up badly. Aircraf: information is from 
Vietnam Air Losses by Chris Hobson. 

They were flying Mission 76 which was a twice daily deep recon that required two aircraft. I had 
flown the same mission numerous times. This particular mission was deep in western Vietnam 
very close to the border with Laos. I complained about two weeks earlier when I flew a Msn 76 
in the same area and inadvertently crossed into Laos. We were supposed to be looking for some 
trail or other in the jungle canopy. The weather was not the best ar d keeping track of where we 
were was difficult at best even with 4 sets of eyes trying to figure it put. I crossed over a 
ridgeline and saw what looked like a freeway built of dirt that split aid went around a large hill. 
I headed over the road and realized I was obviously not where I was supposed to be. I added 
full power and quickly headed back east across the ridge line. All th s was at 1000 Feet AGL or 
less. My wingman was probably at 2500 ft. AGL. My complaint to the Air Wing Intell was that 
we were not briefed about what was in Laos very near where we were doing our visual recon 
mission. The information would have helped keep us out of harms way. Gene made at least 
two passes over the same area in much better weather and was hit i)y a 37mm. 

I have talked to one of the Covey FACs who was involved in the rescue. He said it was not a 
good area to be flying in at a low altitude. He said the area was designated Strike Zone Yankee. 

If I can provide any further information please let me know. 

Chuck Burin (Hostage IGOR) 
Bronco Association Founder, board member and Historian 

	 Original Message 
From: corcoran48154 

8/29/2002 
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Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2002 7:13 AM 
To: FACNET@yahoogroups.com  
Subject: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

I would like to contact a Charles E. Hatch. He was a Ciptain in 
1970. Drove an OV-10 for VMO-2, MAG-11 USMC DaNang 197). Call sign 
was Cowpoke 18 during that period. I am helping do som-3 research for 
a retired Pararescueman who is writing his second book n SEA rescues. 
The mission took place on April 21 and 22 1970. There was an OV-10 
and at least 3 AlE's shot down and several Jolly Greens shot up. Any 
help would be appreciated. Send me an e-mail at: 
jcorcoran@ci.livonia.mi.us  

8/29/2002 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: Robert LaPointe [rlapointe@gci.net ] 

Sent: 	Thursday, November 28, 2002 10:24 AM 

To: 	C Hatch 

Cc: 	Corcoran, James 

Subject: RE: Cowpoke 18 SAR 1970 	91 	T c /91Z_ 

Glad to hear from you. Any time before the end of the year would work for me. I am presently working on several 
other stories and will finish them up first. Feel free to coordinate with Jim. I have been sharing everything I plan on 

putting into vol 2 that has anything to do with him anyways. 

Have an enjoyable holiday season. 

There are no ex-marines or PJ's. Only marines and PJ's who have moved on to other parts of their lives. 

Semper Fi 

	Original Message 	 
From: C Hatch [maiito:hatch@telepath.com ] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2002 1:58 PM 
To: Robert LaPointe 
Subject: Re: Memories of yesteryear 

Mr. LaPointe, 

Greetings! Now that we have established lines of communication, I stand ready to assist you anyway I can. Please 
bear with me as I must collect my thoughts about the mission. I like others have probably forgotten the minute details 
but will be happy to provide you "my story". If you are not pressed for time, I would like to wait until after the 
Thanksgiving holidays as my schedule is rather hectic. I will attempt to get material to you between then and Xmas if 
that is ok with you. Let me know. 

Glad you are undertaking this project. I believe that the world needs to know what a great job/mission that you and 
your comrades performed in Vietnam. Don't know how Jim Corcoran fits into  the  project, but I would like for him to 
see any material that I provide. As you are aware, he was the one that hauled my butt out of the jungle and for that I 
will always be indebted to him. 

Trust you and your family have a wonderful Thanksgving holiday. 

Thank you for your kind words regarding my Corps. Though I am now considered a civilian, in my heart I will 
always be a Marine. 

Semper FL 
Chuck Hatch 

	Original Message 	 
From: Robert LaPointe 
To: James Corcoran ; hatch©telepath.com  
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2002 10:13 PM 
Subject: RE: Memories of yesteryear 

Terry received a copy of the Boxer 22 SAR and had provided me some corrections to the story. I am just 
now finishing 1968 and 69 and have not yet started on 1970. Cowpoke 18 is still on my short list of 
probably stories for that year because I have a lot of primary source material. I am always looking for a 

11/28/2002 
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A lot of water has flowed under the bridge since that ill-fated day. Brought back some memories that I had 
put away. As to be expected after 30 years, Rolfe Hunt's account contained some errors. I did not stopping 
flying after the shootdown. As I recall, the next flight I had was a night extract of a Marine recon team 
under fire. I was ninning arty and air strikes and it was DARK. As I recall, the front seat was a pain in the 
butt and kept interrupting the whole show. Thankfully, we were able  to  get the recon team out with no 
casualties. As with you, it was always a good feeling to get anyone out of a tight situation. 

I must apologize to you and your crew as well as the Spad people for not trying harder to make personal 
contact with you guys afterwards. I sent a couple of cases of beer to you but you must not have received 
them. Bottom line 	I thank you so much for what you did. I will always be indebted to everyone that put 
their butts on the line for that mission. Prior the this event, I did not have a very high opinion of the Air 
Force but I have always spoken highly of the men in blue that pulled that mission off. The Spad driver that 
talked your pilot into the pickup zone (when he was trying to pull oft) will always be my hero. 

I have not heard from the gentleman authoring the book. Please feel free to forward my E-mail address to 
him and let him know that I will assist anyway possible. 

I continued to fly for several more months until I had the opportunity  to  command a tank company. I 
eventually brought the last Marine tank company out of Vietnam. 

I have only been to Michigan one time since I married my wife. Guess we are home bodies. She goes back 
quite often but we operate a cattle ranch in southern Oklahoma and I need to stay close. It sounds like you 
have a wonderful family and if I ever get up that way, I will try to contact you. Likewise, if for some reason 
you find yourself in Oklahoma, the welcome mat is always out. 

Jan and I would like to extend to you and yours the very best of Thanksgiving holidays. Please keep in 
touch. 

Semper Fi, 
Chuck Hatch 

11/28/2002 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	Robert LaPointe [rlapointe@gci.net ] 

Sent: 	Wednesday, August 21, 2002 10:15 AM 

To: 	James Corcoran 

Subject: RE: Cowpoke 18 

Last night I pulled the Cowpoke 18 material from my files and put all of the proper declassification markers on it 
and made sure there were no SSN's listed next to any ones names. I have a written nondisclosure agreement 
with the AF Historical Research Agency to do this for any material I collected from them and them release into the 
public arena. 

I copied the material this morning and it is ready to mail. Copy costs were $4.80 
There are 32 pages of primary source material included. After reviewing it, I decided that this story will be 
included in volume two, Email me your postal address and I'll get it on the way  to  you. 

Priority mail postage will be S3.85. There is too much material to send via first class letter and it is easier for me to 
ship priority mail because the post office provides all the shipping materials 

I hope that after you read all this material you will be inspired to write the mission story for publication in volume 2. 
I would really like to have a story in volume 2 that is told from the FE's perspective. If you are uncomfortable with 
writing it yourself, perhaps you could colaborate with friends to help you out. I would not need your draft story antil 
January 2003. 

There was an 8 x 10 black and white original photo in the 40 ARRS unit history and I scanned it at 600 dpi for use 
in the book. So I do not need another copy of the same photo. Thanks for the offer. 

	Original Message 	 
From: James Corcoran [mailtolcorcoran@ci.livonia.mi.us ] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2002 4:39 AM 
To: Robert LaPointe 
Subject: Re: Cowpoke 18 

Bob; 

Tell me how much and where to send it. (for the cowpoke 18 material) 

Also, do you think you will be able to use the photo's I sent? If you need the originals for any reason I will 
gladly send them to you. I think that what you are doing is wonderul and anything that I can do to help let 
me know. 

Jim Corcoran 

	 Original Message 	 
From: Robert LaPointe 
To: James Corcoran 
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2002 2:04 AM 
Subject: RE: Cowpoke 18 

Attached is the Jolly mission report for the Cowpoke 18 SAR. This is one of the missions I plan to use in 
volume 2. The reason is that it is a hot mission and I have a lot of primary source material. In addition to 

8/21/2002 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	James Corcoran [jcorcoran©ci.livonia.mi.us ] 

Sent: 	Thursday, August 29, 2002 4:30 AM 

To: 	Robert LaPointe 

Subject: Fw: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

Bob: 

I put out a request for information about Cowpoke 18. Here is the first of two responses. 

Jim Corcoran 

	 Original Message 	 
From: CHARLES  E BURIN 
To: j_corcoranci.livonia .mi . us 
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:59 PM 
Subject: Fw: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

J, 

I was a pilot with VMO-2 in Vietnam 6/69-7/70 and was the squadron safety officer from 
December 69 until I left. 

I am not sure where Chuck Hatch is today. I understand he retired from the Marine Corps as a 
Col. Maybe the HQ USMC locator service could find him. 

Here's some of what I know about the loss. 

Gene Wheeler joined the squadron from the 1st MAW HQ just prior to the day he was shot down. 
Chuck Hatch was an Aerial Observer and had been flying with VMO-2 since at least late October 
69. My log book shows I flew with him the first time October 27 and at least 7 times prior to the 
shootdown. I flew an orientation mission with Major Wheeler March 9 and Flight schedule 
copies show that Major Wheeler was flying missions as Hostage NAN by April 1. 

There is a good write-up of the loss of Wheeler and Hatch in Lt. Col. J. M Moriarty's book, Ground 
Attack Vietnam: The Marines Who Controlled the Skies, pages 133-164. The account has several 
factual errors but if basically correct. 

As to the other aircraft losses they included A-1H 52-135336 Captain J. M. Dyer; A-13 52-142070 
Major C. E. Winery and A-1J 52-142015 Captain D. E. Friestad (second shoot down) An F-4 was 
also damaged 4/21 as well as a Jolly shot up badly. Aircraft information is from Vietnam Air Losses 
by Chris Hobson. 

They were flying Mission 76 which was a twice daily deep recon that required two aircraft. I had 
flown the same mission numerous times. This particular mission was deep in western Vietnam 
very close to the border with Laos. I complained about two weeks earlier when I flew a Msn 76 in 
the same area and inadvertently crossed into Laos. We were supposed to be looking for some trail 
or other in the jungle canopy. The weather was not the best and keeping track of where we were 
was difficult at best even with 4 sets of eyes trying to figure it out. I crossed over a ridgeline and 
saw what looked like a freeway built of dirt that split and went around a large hill. I headed over 
the road and realized I was obviously not where I was supposed to be. I added full power and 
quickly headed back east across the ridge line. All this was at 1000 Feet AGL or less. My wingman 

8/29/2002 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	James Corcoran Ocorcoran©ci.livonia.mi.us ] 

Sent: 	Thursday, August 29, 2002 4:30 AM 

To: 	Robert LaPointe 

Subject: Fw: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

Bob: 

I put out a request for information about Cowpoke 18. Here is the first of two responses. 

Jim Corcoran 

	 Original Message — 
From: CHARLES  E BURIN  
To: jcorcoranAci.livonia.mi.us   
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:59 PM 
Subject: Fw: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

I was a pilot with VMO-2 in Vietnam 6/69-7/70 and was the squadron safety officer from 
December 69 until I left. 

I am not sure where Chuck Hatch is today. I understand he retired from the Marine Corps as a 
Col. Maybe the HQ USMC locator service could find him. 

Here's some of what I know about the loss. 

Gene Wheeler joined the squadron from the 1st MAW HQ just prior to the day he was shot down. 
Chuck Hatch was an Aerial Observer and had been flying with VMO-2 since at least late October 
69. My log book shows I flew with him the first time October 27 and at least 7 times prior to the 
shootdown. I flew an orientation mission with Major Wheeler March 9 and Flight schedule 
copies show that Major Wheeler was flying missions as Hostage NAN  by  April 1. 

There is a good write-up of the loss of Wheeler and Hatch in Lt. Col.  3.  M Moriarty's book, Ground 
Attack Vietnam: The Marines Who Controlled the Skies, pages 133-164. The account has several 
factual errors but if basically correct. 

As to the other aircraft losses they included A-1H 52-135336 Captain J. M. Dyer; A-1J 52-142070 
Major C. E. Winery and A-1J 52-142015 Captain D. E. Friestad (second shoot down) An F-4 was 
also damaged 4/21 as well as a Jolly shot up badly. Aircraft information is from Vietnam Air Losses 
by Chris Hobson. 

They were flying Mission 76 which was a twice daily deep recon that required two aircraft. I had 
flown the same mission numerous times. This particular mission was deep in western Vietnam 
very close to the border with Laos. I complained about two weeks earlier when I flew a Msn 76 in 
the same area and inadvertently crossed into Laos. We were supposed to be looking for some trail 
or other in the jungle canopy. The weather was not the best and keeping track of where we were 
was difficult at best even with 4 sets of eyes trying to figure it out. I crossed over a ridgeline and 
saw what looked like a freeway built of dirt that split and went around a large hill. I headed over 
the road and realized I was obviously not where I was supposed to be. I added full power and 
quickly headed back east across the ridge line. All this was at 1000 Feet AGL or less. My wingman 
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I APIR- 

Robert LaPointe 

    

     

From: 	Robert LaPointe [rlapointe@gci.net ] 

Sent: 	Tuesday, November 26, 2002 7:14 PM 

To: 	James Corcoran; hatch@telepath.com  

Subject: RE: Memories of yesteryear 

Terry received a copy of the Boxer 22 SAR and had provided me some corrections to the story. I am just now 
finishing 1968 and 69 and have not yet started on 1970. Cowpoke 18 is still on my short list of probably stories for 
that year because I have a lot of primary source material. I am always looking for a survivors perspective on the 
SAR. How they egressed. evaded, used survival gear, and how they thought the SAR went. Unfortunately. I have 
found very few survivors. It is great news that you found Chuck Hatch. 

Hi Chuck - I am a 26 year active duty pararescueman who has now become an amatuer historian. I was 
concerned that the history of air rescue in the Vietnam War would not be documented. So I've take up the task to 
do as best as I am capable_ Now that you have the same primary source material as I (it was all collected at the 
AF Historical Research Agency) you can extrapolate what facts are missing or may be incorrect in the formal 
documentation. If you could email me the key points of your experience of being one of our customers, I would 
find that very valuable in writting up the story. I would provide you an advance copy of the draft material when it is 
written and allow you a great deal of editorial influence on the final story. 

You can find out a lot about me and my history project at my website www.pjsinnam.com  

I have always believed that if I was on the ground and needed real warriors to fight, I needed marines. Many 
USAF pararescuemen went to USMC training courses after the Vietnam War. We simply needed to learn from the 
best. I was fortunate to attend the USMC jungle operations (mud school) in Okinawa to learn how marines patrol 
and conduct ground operations. The reason was to provide pararescuemen the skills to operate against 
conventional military patrols and also how to conduct counter ambush actions  if  we were stupid enough to walk 
into an ambush. I still have a huge admiration of all marines. They like PJs do not quit when things get tough and 
they fight to win. 

Anyways, if you would like to provide information about your experience as a survivor you do not have to write it in 
a narative format. An outline of key points is fine. Short sentences of memories are fine. I can work with almost 
anything. A photo of you next to or in your OV-10 would be great. You can read some of my work on my website 
and get an idea of my writing style. I am not Tom Clancy and I use formal historical format in my writing. One 
reason is that I want to use the final work as my masters thesis. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Bob LaPointe 

Bob: 

I was able to find Cowpoke 18. I spoke with him for a few minutes and sent him a copy of the stuff you 
sent me. I just now received this email from him. Sounds like he will help you out with a narrative for your 
second book. Send him an email & introduce yourself and let him know what you would like. 

Have a happy thanksgiving!! 

Jim 

	 Original Message 
From: C Hatch 

11/26/2002 




