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G. Sandy 01 received a vricfing on the area nod the lecalion 6f the chite

from Covay 237 upon arciving at uhe :m-:.-“ Ho Fhen Look over as on seenao ,
commander and eslablished voice coriticlh with thae suevivore. M Lib 13 2zid he
Wad peneraliy all riphi, excepl for tho surns, and that he had not detected any.!
ehemy novewent in the area dnr'.h.m he nigit. Oandy OL'made severnl passes over
Lhe area until he bad definitely cstoblished She location of Ad lib 11 a short
distance up the slope from lvis pan.m_a.utc-._.l vavwly directed the Covey PAC to put
in the fant movers on several rosds in t‘ne' area a..u. in general, around the
survivor. He briefod the Gueoke 21 fligshk'on whore he wanted their omlnance

placed and Sandy 03/04 and the Jollys conror uﬁg the ingress, pickup, and egress
progudures .,

fa Tha plelenp Luvooed oul Lo ba aomodol pdelip with Lho bimoke fLIphL making a
Lhevo=atdod box dobo vlidel Lho Jully }r;‘ufl*l':l isend fvsn e T, "o sucvivope
poapped hin swolo. on eommad and A% wag Lagdod talely miobbed by wolly. Tho
plelaip wan SiI.LLl::r;L_V uneveutful, bub mest Jmportantly, successful., There
was no ground fire doLecled dumn tho ;“4 c‘run oparation, however Sandy 01 did
.t'i,kﬂ one small arms hit.

s No problems. As Landy Ol stated in his report "when you have four
Lieutenants run.nng the show, how can you miss, ' '
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(8) On 22 April 1970, 2 successful JAR was conducted for
g

Ad Lib 11. The aircraft, an AC-130 gunship, wias shot down during
a night interdiction mission and crashed at 0220L,

(S) The aircraft had taken a direct AA hit and immediately
burst into flames. Ad Lib 11 was in the rear of the plane and
varely had time to don a parachute and bail out. He suffered
gseveral severe burns about his face and body. The other crew
members were presumed lost with the aireraft.

(S) A SAR briefing was organized immediately, to enable
the Sandy force to arrive on-scene at first light. Aside from
tha call sign and location of the aircraft, very little infor-
mation was available at the time of the briefing.

(5) The terrain consisted of rolling hills, creased by numer-
218 creek and river beds. The defenses were unknown, but the Covey
FAC in the area stated that there were many ZPU and 23/ 27mm Tun
positions around a main route, five to eight miles to the north,
As it tuarned out, no defenses were ever discerned in the irmediate
area of the rcscue attempt, The weather was clear of clonuds, but
the visibility was restricted to about seven miles. The winds were
calin,

(S) Covey 237 established vnice contact with the single
sturvivor just nrior to the on-scene arrival of Sandys 01 and 02,
He had also located the parachute, but had been unshles to

pinpoint the survivar's lacation.
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(87 Upon ariival =i the seene, Sandy Ol peesivad a
briefing on the area and the location of the chute from
Covey 237. He then toock over as On=3cene Commander and es—
tablished voice contact with the survivor. Ad Lib 11
was generally all right, except for the burns, and he had
not detected any enemy movement during the night. Sandy
Ol made several passes over the area until he had definitely
established the location of Ad Lib 11 a short distance up the
slope from his parachute. Sandy directed the Covey FAC to put in
fast movers on several roads in the area, and generally around the
survivor. - He triefed the Smoke 21 flight on where he wanted their
¢rdnance placed. Sandys 03 anc C4 and the Joliys were briefed
concerning the ingress, pick-up, xnd egress procedures.,

(S) The rescve turned ont to be a modal pick-up, with the
Smoke flight creatiry a three-sided box into which the Jolly
ingressed from his IP. The survivor popped his smoke on
command and was immediately spotted by the helicopter. The
pick-up was uneventful. Mo greund fire was observed during the
operaticn, but Sundy 1 did take on2 smell arms hit.

1/
(S) Cn 23 april 1970 a successful SAR was conducted for

Stormy 03 Alpha and Fravo. The aircraft, an F-4, went down

on approximately the 010 degree radial at 45 DMZ from Channel
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As the aircralt descended in 2 shallow straight line, the intensity of the fire increased
and burning pieces of the C130 were seen falling away from the gunship by their
fighter escort. About five to ten seconds prior to sireraft contacting the ground, &
large unidentified object; suspected to be the left wing, was seen to seperate from it.
The aircraft exploded upen impact just east of a primary road and 2 miles
northwest of a "Y" shaped road junction in densley forested mountains under total
enemy control approximately 31 miles northwest of Chavane, 25 miles due west of
the Laos/South Vietnamese border and 59 miles west-northwest of Kham Duc,
Seuth Vietnam. From the time of initial emergency all to impact, the aircraft
remained airborne for roughly 90 seconds and covered almost 31/2 miles.
After the gunship was hit, killer 1 reported seeing no crewmen exiting the crippled
aireraft and mo parachutes deploying, while Killer 2 reports the crew was bailing
out. just before killer 1 departed the area to refuel from an airborne tanker, its
crew heard one emergency beeper signal from the ground. killer 2 established voice
contact with a crewman who identified himself 2s Adlib 12, Donald fisher's
identifier. He reported that he had burns on his face and hands but was otherwise
ok. Killer 2 left to refuel shortly thereafter and turned command control over to
Covey 246, the Forward Air controller (FAC), who continued to monitor the
situation.

The following morning search and rescue (SAR) operstions commence shortly after
daybreak. Adlib 11, Eugene Fields, was rescued shortly thereafter and treated for
‘miner infuries. SAR efforts continued throughout the day for the rest of the crew.
Because of the heavy enemy activity in the area, no ground search was possible. At

the time formal search efforts were terminated, William Brooks, Ronnie Hensley,

Robert [reland, Stephen harris, Donald lint, Thomas Adachi, Charlie Davis, Donald

fisher, John Towle and Charles Rowley were declared Missing in Action.
From here the story becomes more confussed based on information provided to
different families by the US government du ring the years before the war ended.
1. One family was told that a ground team had been inserted into the crash site
(date unknewn) and had recovered the partial remains of one of the crew, but no
identity was ever provided to any of them. likewise, those reported remains were
not identified nor returned to any of the families of men of this aircraft.
2, another family was advised that photographs of the crash site existed, but none
were provided to them or to any of the other families.

3. The Fisher family was shown a photograph of a captive airman with burns on his
hands. Each family member identified that photo as Donald fisher. The air Force
ASSUMED it the time of the incident that Eugene fields had incorrectly identified

himself to Killer 2 and dismissed the report of Adlib 12 being the one in contact.
Major Fisher's son located Fields 18 years later and questioned him about that
communication, Fields told him that he, Fields, had not been in radio contact with
anyone before being rescued, therefore it was not him, proving that at least one
other man safely reached the ground.

4. Charles Rowley's family was informed of a classified intelligence report
indicating that 8 of the 10 crew members had been captured, and tortured to death
for thier "crimes" yet mo such report has been provided to them, or to any other
families of the crew.






