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3 ARTICTr, 
A1:0 .963e.77 

• • 
DA.T-.77: 22 	107C 

77. 7 : (,27  — 21 

roe.n 72 

•LOCAT707: C/70/2=172 

C 	(11.c..1111,1 12 ') 

5A77.1 ACTIOM: 

I. 	(S.) 7/741,1.'.,  dro TO 72 	 e>0_ at 03301'; on 22 AT:T ior r,AT:t 
on ad1.17o, a o-130 	 r5 doc,•-rn ??..t 07:V23/72 :with  13 

JG 	 .70 	wa:i 	..11-"f.7...nd 70 de- 
Ch 89 at 0 1)5574 •: -/•ith 	3 an?.. L. Co--7o,, .71'.c*,` 237 7.ra,3 in the area 

-o tho 	 at 07,127.; or...:10 ocr.t/3-1.ct 	 12.  'rile  :-..man-ivor 
ho .ic re-

7orted. }../uxt ,:.,...7t on no 11 .-7:.nds ;1,n ,..1.  'face.  but ..7,asin o-o/.1 
Cove:- 27. 7  nirroz.-.4".7.-,t,.::.3 	 039T. ard 	 that he 

.. 1.7a5 10 .0 ye.rds off,'" tho route otxueture. 	237 rr.P...t?..e. ne-y-eral 
, ovor the a-rea 'and reported 	 f5.7,7e. - .7-7e also 	fretting. 

 on fuel and...trou.2.(1 1a-77... to leave the -  area soon. At 0f =. 7,00I1 Coye.7./' 246 , 
• tC;C:: 	 20.1I;;.:1:1 -n1er fct Coycy-  237. 3a....15.;.r 1 az in the 4ree. and 

f.'or-  7round C:T.re and selected a 	area elos.::.o to .‘,•;•.ho •.!•:., area. on 	 of the.'•rOute et7. -nct ,:re. 
...-7r./.1 	ane 	a -r,-;.rtar 	rt'r-_o 	area. At 07051) AUjb 12 

tw hr - d not 'tee& 'the 	 e rnad. Eet... onto 
h 	to Vat t:7% e strap on fir :It. ardy 3 w‘-:.d 	escortz:d 	 holainr,.• 	at 0720i., 	JO 70 re- • 

Sinc
oxon.-7nC 3. 	the F•iAl'.• forces at 0725Z. .rr..% 72T. 	raflio.wa:: 	 717 7:-..;:tio -3eOarne 'the secondant - freq. .Onarc!. frrso 	'oe used 1. '7 07-7...." 	7 ) j7; 7% 7., 71 ot end :urr!'iror. VEr 

- f2.1.-eq Troll',  a 'he uoo.i.5.7-17/ 	 3 

z rrv vrrr, iirr  
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, 
of tke 	77- 17;c: -..ton; 2177 	Toint and ctrt?i- 
run 	 at -.727.1 	,r. -:-01;.e screen h.d 

to mash off 	 s17meturo 	-.17=v4vor's 'o- 
catcn. 	rall.r2F:ers 7.1•d 	nnt 	 frn,77. 	s run-  in hr-adin 
to the :.;U.1-v::.vor. 	s7roe 7rar' ,:crs 	placed 7:erfoc1y%''"Nana TP 
to the nlIr-rivor. Ac (7'7: 72 tlIrri;d s.:2.; the 77. ai ..yr:ce 	docrevmed as . 
•Izriefed and .'tand' ,  1 tola tie sv7.-vir to pop hicrec. 	urvivor 7 s 
amoIce t.as s -cotte,.i. and  an weproach started to the :mot. Mere 14as some • 
.difficzlIty in pinpointing the sl;r7ivor at n1.7.-zt az the smoke had drifted 

2,-.; -feet to the rear by - 
the F7. 	A  'never 	establ1:71, e over the F.1r74.vor 	hoist lowered. 

e s'crviOr 	located in 1. '2'.2.-co arca 17_77t 7:tf,;1077 a 3;f.a11 rid -e. The 
aircraft. :7..as let down as 'Lou a cojh1 tO tahe a(lvanta.7e of the .cover 
provi 	by the rid7e lino. 	 -rre re.:od and :very close 
to 77sco -2putorl. TIrouront 	 -:;ihaSe tee coy4lot keTt the 
forces 1...:.,- forr.'ed on 7,77 of thnroes . of 	 recov.73.77. The :.-!andz,  and 
F.71-1o1,:e aircraft 	a steactr 	chain 	cont.inuou:s ordnance ex- 
pondf,d. Adlib 12 :rac hoisted abr. ,Ird JG 72 at 0731L and the reCovery 

The s%-fvivor 77as in stoc:: ad hi face and 
The -.2Js .c.;:viseq the -  he could have immsn:liate 
and 10 	to Ch 77 with Satay 3 ar2  
Far.C: 	reThated. J(7,  72 anA 	landed at 

forces ores..:c/' th,  
haie verellad17 burned. 
medical .attention. Orr 72 
Piaci was not require. and 
Ch 77 at 0830L. 

2. (U) The s .arvivor wa Adlib 1 2, F.ngt A. C. Tield.s, 1 nvr,7,r 

3. (U) The crew .of Jolly Green 7C :o.ct: 

7,crthold 
Ca-at '7eeke, 

7T1: St3pt 3e11 
Pj: Silt Crowder 
Pj: Ogt 7is% 

, 

,.111737:21' 	 2k7. 
•. A4'1..craft C6:171tucierJoilY .7:Green 72 
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Any :010 

SAR.rer "Ad Lin 11" 

TO: DCO 

1. A successful SAR wan conducted on 22 April 1970 fo...7 Ad Lib 11. The aircraft, 
an AC-1!,0 went down at 02201,, 22 April 1970 at 070/23/72 (UTMC902420). This 
roport oovern thoce activitiee relating to the reocue forces during the effort. 

2. The aircraft took a direct AAA hit ana i ediately burst into flamco. Ad Lib 
11 was 	the rear of the plane near the tamp and barely had time to don a 
parachute and bail out. He suffered neveral severe burns about his face and body. 
The other crew members wore presumed to bc lost with the aircraft. A firnt-light 
Brief was organi%ed immediately to enable the Sandy forces to arrive there at 
first lt.ght. Very little information wan known at the time of the briefing other 
than the call aim, location, and that or survivor had come up on the radio. 

3. The following aircraft and pilots parVcipated: 

Strn 	Pilot Tro<eof" Time Delays.  

   

	

Sandy 01 	 Lt Eatthows 	0452L 

	

02 	Lt Brown 

Smoke 21 

03 
04 

Lt Bertrand 
Lt Bender 

CO1 Random 	052' 

045? -,,-,1- 
tt ri\ciii:  

v 
. j Y....- 

. v.  c..-  ST 

1 D 0 HOT 

	

22 	 Capt Xennedy 	0522 	N yeLg____- 3 	(1.03  

, 

0522
1......................mwm.................. 0.  

	

23 	 Capt Crowder 	0522 

	

24 	Lt Shannon 

Covey 237 	Unk 	 Unk 

	

Covey - 	 Replaced 0-237, but Sandy 01 couldn't remember C/S. 

Sandy 01/02 arrival on scene was 0600L. 

4. The terrain was rolling° hills creased by numerous creek and river beds. 
The defenses were unknown but the Covey YAC said that there were numerous ZPU, 
23/37mm on a in route 5-0 miles to th,,: north. An it turned out, thera were 
no defenses ever discerned in the immediate area of the scene. The weather 
vac clear of clouds but tho visability was restriel:e6.1.0 about suven milna. 
Tee windo sere calm. 

5. Cov , .: 	entahlln4ed voice contact with the single survivor just prior 
to the arA , 	Sandy 01/(i2 on scene. No had also located the paraohute but • 

	

),.(1 not been 	Le yet pin-point to ;:ul'Ariver'e location. Covey had a4s0 
4 Up 00m0 C - .•over strike aircraft and a replacement PAC. 



4). Sandy 01 received a oriefing on the irca ro.d the location of the chute 
from Covey 7i7 linen ar,-ivini; at the col: 	too:;. over ari on nrJine 
commander and or:tabli:;hd voice contnct ::dth tho :;urvivor. Ad Lib 11 .taid he 
was generally all right., except for the bUrnn, and that he had nob detected any. 
enc;Tv novehiont in the area. during the night. 	Oi'madc several passes over 
the area until he hAd defiaitedy estrAbliqed to location of Ad Lib 11 a ehort 
distance up the slope from hie parachute . .t sndy directed the Covey PAC to put 
in the fait movers on soveral math; In the area and in general, arowtd the 
survivor. No briefed the !;rioko 21 flii:•on where he wanted their ordnance 
placed and 6andy 03/04 nnd the Joilys conCoruing the ingress, pickup, and egread 
procedures. 

7. Tho pkknil tilviwo out, to he :k 1N. ,d(%1 pc:%ilp vii)A tho :,moke fliv.ht Imking A 
t;w00-riidod hw: inLo whi,!: 1  LI o Jidly f ,e0;70:. 	eV6ifi hin IP. 'oho 3urvivor 
puppthi hio :nook() ori comflnd and it wo.:1 ihy(pdl_aL(ai nl.oLtoa by Jolly. The 
pickup tlt.r3 cihillnrIy unoveutful, but i:loolotportantly, *ueeensful. There 
W13 no ground fire dotocLod during the pickup operation, however 3andy 01 did 
'take one arall arrin hit. 

,. No problems. As andy 01 stated in 'his report, "when you have four 
Lieuten4nts running the show, how can you Miss." 

, 

iCHAAD E. MICIIA -„`Lt 
Commander 
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rat 	Pseert 

7 1> 

• 3 Anr10p (3'aCC.7) 
APO .96307 

DA: 22 A -ril 1270 

2-1 ,127. 21 1 . c 70 

7=7 D.7.7.10210IT: Jolly r',..4-oen 72 

MISSICN OrTIv 	Ad. 7 11) 1 2j 

.LOCATIO!!: 070/23/72 

. - B.A.71; One canat (hcilib 12) 

St1.7.11:71.1:7 OF SAR ACTIOM: 

1 .. (S) The Cre-.rn.of .7.G 72 and 70 1:-/:...iefca at 0330L on 22 AT:I' for a r.Ail misnion on afilfc, a c-130 vtich ..,ms rc.:17,ortr:d down at 07 1 /23/72 with 13 perr:ons on-board-. Ja 72 ,7an 101.- and JG r ,:a.s hi7h. JC. 72 znd 70 de- parto3. 74 19 at 01455L 771.t!I 7and7 3 an 4. Co.,..,:r,  7AC 237 Tres in the area ... ,.of  the crec 7.1 and. at 07512T. Lnae Contact N.ith Adlili 12. The curvivor re-' ;ported ?...e -..ras burnz:d on the: 11 ,Incts an,.1 face 7:rat -Trt S.  ir. 7ood condition. 
.,: -. Covey 23 7  ninno .7 nt ,..r3  1'421.17: 1 2rn ::e..zition at 0'..7327% r-nd -,,,,norted th-, t, he .1 was 100 yards off the route ctructure. 'Cover,. ,  237 ms.e.e neveral ta.-...ses 

oVt..r the area and reported nen:Rtive .r2round fire. • .7.e ,?.lso 1.7as getting . 
Z:71mr • On fuel and-yould have to .leave the area soon. At 06001; Covey - 21+6. 
,. 

on seerse. coN.'a.s...nder..fzozi Cove.y 237. Sandy 1 vas in the area 

Vi
rtetf.'ttioliiii,t-:,179:tirid:tire .  and seleted a I-loading area ei.oser. : f,,tp: -.,, t.--.Waj...*.i.erk.,:.94-.7t7.(6-7 ,,....— - :*.!...9A-It?.e' r9ute structtr.re. At 3icITI.N .,;i1"G":02?ffad,.; *Oter i 

	

kola ..? 	- 	- 	'  tiriktvied.'n.,...ther:toiditz area ..• At:07051s. MUIL ' ''' ".. 
.. 	.. 	. 

	

.4 	 .:SAgii,tiyafigt7.7 ' -.- .: "...''," 	' .. ■ .. ' T 	 ' 	...., ..":` • - :.1::' - ,;• - ' --.: 

	

. . . . 	' heir of -a - v.., and 'a ...diiii_td-gat oto 	. 	., *fiatOi.:, . • 	.. ,..dfiSiiftij.,X;tr" . .iel.'t'Kil.ti..nt.t.o t,r.-.t .17.1-ie strap on fir,.3t.:4-,:deind.r.:4.:'" 

	

, 	. ezdor+-ed..1G- 72;.tb ---thz.. -  final hold:inc.: T:oint :It 0720L. JG 70 re- ..;. ried:(-in.t.  be.4 hig..h4Olairg Iten... 0"anc...',* 1 la- riefe:1 t1-.....:e ,SPL2 forces at o725Z. . (-Sinei JO 72's 7.`1 radio• was: inopr:rative 'TIM z.,-.1i0 becaTne the seconelarv 'freq. 
. 	. 

	

_Guard fro 	ould be 112 ea b.: Or:: '.' Car,r17 1, ,:r  72 D.Ilot e.ni.i. %-kurvivar . TEE' !free would' be -sized by F.z.f....c47..a:o:-e. c.a.:1 JO 72 zs.c.,:flot . (.7aney 3 Ea-re an , - 	- 

4:-70-c.083 

GROU2 
rod a-'7, 

In7crva=z; 
1 2 y 
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c=e1 1 - : -; xri:1-fr.v., of ne nr.1.1. 7 -- lnc:-.t:.on, 	 7oint P-nd sLr-,41- 
ve 	 Th.-  run in 	st.:.1-ted s.t 72774 	zr.oke screen :zad 

ao-Tn to vas% of thr,,  :•outo str-:.cturp 	sv/vor's :- 
L1O3cmarkeri hfla beer ;111,t at t::a I? 	on a rut: in headiro:: 

to t 	;Urv-Ivor. 	3:70:r.e mar',:cro , ore placed 7.erfs:ctly . fro'.1 the IP 
to no nvr-rivor. Ac JC 72 tnr.r.L:d at t".1. ,z 7P. al .:sTecd vas decreased as . 
1.7riefed 

 
and !land' ,  I told the survivor to pop hi J 	:-Jurvivor's 

smo:ce tra3 s-cotted and an approach 3tarted to the srot. Mere was some 
'difficulty in pinpointing the n1;r7ivor at first as the smoke had drifted 
off 314 17h7.1y•. Po-ver, the 312rIriVOr was sif;;;tek-, 2C eet to the rear by 

F. 	 -ran entnlaised over the survvor and hoist lowered. 
Iccated in 	":= . -co arcs. 11.- ..3t ':e 1 o7r a sw.all l'id7e. The 

aircraft was let do7711a. le:.r an T....oszlible to take ailvar.ltape of the .cover 
provide:', by t"..!,e rid 	line. ?owcr .efi.uirep,:_sntrl -7:re 7cod and'very close 
tp 	 .:7ess,-ery )n.ase. tne col41ot kent the 
forces inforred on Vr." of .t!..e ,7)ro7recs of the rt7:co -rIr7. The F.ant-3.y and 
Emoke aircraft %opt a stear 	chain' with continvous ordnance ex- 
pended. Adlib 1 2 -7as hoictr?.d ebpl:rd <Ter 72 t 0731L and tbe reco-rery 
forces ogras.7.ed th,  area. The slr-vivo,- rao in 7;hoc:: and hi n f:.cA and 
-11an verelladly burned. The PO:s ae.v1on ,1 that he Lhould have 	iate 
medical attention. J.G 72 and 70 11 ,,?...td to Ch 77 with Sandy 3 a- :/ 	.e:cert. 
ruel was not required and Kine 5.7 -az released. JC 72 pn5: 70 landed at. 
Qi 77 at 0330L. 

2. (U) 	
ITT14 s=vivor 1.ras Alit 12, !Sgt  A. C. Tields, a 774,  

3. (17) The crew .of Jolly Green 72 was: 

AC: raj 7:crtho1d 
CP: Cant 'Yeeks. 
vr: CiSt Bell 
PJ: S3t Crowder 

Sgt 7isk 
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56 SOW 
Apr-Jun 70 vol. 1 
K-WG-56-H1 

12/ 
( .3) Jn 22 April !970, a euccessful "JAR was conducted for 

Ad Lib 11. The aircraft, an AC-130 gunship, was shot down during 

a night interdiction mission and crashed at 0220L. 

(S) The aircraft had taken a direct AA hit and immediately 

burst into flames. Ad Lib 11 was in the rear of the plane and 

barely had time to don a parachute and bail out. He suffered 

several severe burns about his face and body. The other crew 

members were presumed lost with the aircraft. 

(S) A SAR briefing was organized immediately, to enable 

the Sandy force to arrive on-scene at first light. Aside from 

the call sign and location of the aircraft, very little infor-

mation was available at the time of the briefing. 

(S) The ter-ain consisted of rolling hills, creased by numer-

ous creek and river beds. The defenses were unknown, but the Covey 

7AC in the area stated that there were many ZPU And 23/37run lun 

positions around a main route, five to eight miles to the north. 

As it turned out, no lefenses were ever discerned in the immediate 

area of the rescue attempt. The weather was clear of clouds, but 

the visibility was restricted to ahout seven miles. The wimis rc 

(S) Covey 237 established voice contact with the single 

survivor just nrior to the on-scene arrival of Sandy e 01 and 02. 

He had also located the parachute, but had been una'Nle to 

pinpoint the survivor's lecation. 

20 
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K-WG-56-HI 

401#1fir 21 

(s) Upon 	 th 	1. ;;Tv.iy ol recived a 

briefing on the area and the location of the chute from 

Covey 237. He then took over as On-Scene Commander and es-

tablished voice contact with the survivor. Ad Lib 11 

was generally all right, except for the burns, and he had 

not detected any enemy movement during the night. Sant'.  

01 made several passes over the area until he had definitely 

established the location of Ad Lib 11 a short distance up the 

slope from his parachute. Sandy directed the Covey FAC to put in 

fast movers on several roads in the area, and generally around the 

survivor. -He briefed the Smoke 21 flight on where he wanted their 

ordnance placed. Sandys 03 and 04 and the Jollys were briefed 
concerning tht, ingress, pick-up, hnd egress procedures. 

(S) The rescus turned out to be a rodel pick-up, with the 

Smoke flight creatirr a three-sided box into which the Jolly 

ingressed from his IP. The survivor popped his smoke on 

command and was immediately spotted by the helicopter. The 

pick-up was uneventful. No gromd fire was observed during the 

operation, hut 5 ,1ndy Cl did take one smell arms hit. 

(S) Cn 23 April 1970 a successful SAP, was conducted for 

Stormy 03 Alpha and rravo. The aircraft, an F-4, went down 

on approximately the 010 degree radial at 45 WE from Channel 

"Pretirr--- 
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11269_111 	1970 .Mar I0-2A 	JSVN_ . ilKlug P. F. 1 L t 
Capt 

IA 	1 	 i 	lement J. W. arT7 lisg; 
11.i .'70 15 Mar 1970-  V-10A LAOS Erickson 5. J. • escued 	P-AF Helo 	, 
11271  16 Mar 1970 F-1 05D 	' HL Wycoff W. J. 'Mai Rescued 1 -S-A-  F Helo 1 

I'  escued 	SAF Helo [1272 19 Mar  1970 eigmang Evenson L. 	kvIaj 
1273 1.19  Mar 1970 IFilOOF 	_LAOS amsworth E. L. 	apt 	'Rescued AUSAF Helo D--avies J. D. II 

Pugh D. G. 
,1 Lt escued 

--1 -2-74 19 Mar 1970 	1  -45 	_ ILA OS [Rash R. A. 	Jçt 	Rescued 1USAF Helo 
jSAF Helo  
IAA Helo 

11Lt 	!MIA 
1275 120 Mar 1970 	IIA-1E 	LAOS  rownsend D. H. 	_ lLt 	fescued 

11276i21 Mar 1970 :10V-10A __LAOS iRichmond-J. A. 	IlCaptRescued 
1277 , 21 Mar 1970 	IA-1J 	VA-0-rkludgens E. M. 	tvIaj 	IA 
1278 I 30 Mar 1970 	-4 	ITHL 	Brown W. E. 	iILtCoLIRescued IUSAF Helo 	jMelton L L. 1LtCol 	IRescued  

11279 1L2 Apr 1970 	_..1K-_7A 	_ 	_ISVN 	liTrain S. W. 	IlLt 	KIA 	 -11Supprenant C. E. 1Lt IA 
11280  14 Apr 10-0- 	-2A 	ISVN _Puffy J. E. 	IlLt 	PIA 
1281 14 Apr 1970 	IC-7A 	S N 	Gray J. A. 	rapt 	IKIA 	__il 	__Pauten F. W. ifaj KIA 	 

IKIA  11282 15 Apr 1970 	1C-7A 	jSVN 	'Jaeger J. P. 	Kapt 	A_ JIFehrenbach T. C. IlLt  
a-96 Apr 1970 	1F-100D 	'LAOS jKlingeTM. L. 	apt 	KIA I. 
12846Ap _jF4D 	IILA0-§-  IVanbrunt R. S. 	Maj 	Rescued USAF Helo oyd 0. H. 	;1Lt escued 
285 	6 Apr 1970 	-1I-1 	1AOS 'Matthews J. R. 	IlLt Ilescued 	PSAF Helo I.  

1286 	10 Apr 1970 	I• 	-4C 	HL 	eaphart IL. 	'Mai 	'Rescued 	I 1Bernholtz J. C. 	rapt jRescued 
112,87 116 Apr 1970 	• 	-4C 	'LAOS [Ayers R. L. 	ILJMIA __._ ji 11Rausch R. E. 	ICapt . ___IKIA 
11288 1117 Apr 1970 	IF-4D 	 ISVN 	Rexroad L. F. 	aj 	KIA . 	_I  L 1 th RW. 	1lLt IKIA  
1289 	20 Apr 1970 	T-105D 	-LAOS 'Mahan D. F. 	apt 	MIA 	1 

-LAOS 1290 	21 Apr 1970 	A-II-1 	 Jjer.JM. 	apt 	Rescued 	Helo _....a 11.JSAF 
1291 	121 Apr 1970 	1A-1J 	_ JKAOS [Whinery C. E. a II_Zescue-d 	USAF Helo 

11292 ' 21 Apr 1970 	-130A 	ILAOS [Brooks W. L 	faj jMIA 	__i 	 owle J. C jiLt JMIA 
11293 I 22_Apr 1970 	I -4D 	ITHL ._ _ Rush T. A 	iMaj 	'Rescued 	IUSAF Helo Foster B. E. apt 

lLt 
• escued 
• escued .44 1112_ 	I22 Apr 1970 	tEC-4--.i13 	1SVN Wall G. ICI-. 	ill_ILt 	iuA _j 	 Nasipak R. M. 

----- 1295 	22 Apr 1970 	-1J- 	ILLAOS Priestad D. E. 	!DRescued 	USAF Helo 	L _ 	._ 	_ 	_ 	. 	_____ 

53 



22 April 1970 

AC-130A 54-1625 16 SOS, 8 TFW, USAF, libon 
Maj William Leslie Brooks (K1A) 
1Lt John Cline Towle (MA) 
Lt Col Charlie Brown Davis (K1A) 
Lt Col Charles Stoddard Rowley (MA) 
Mil Donald Garth Fisher (MA) 
MSgt Robert Newell Ireland (MA) 
SSgt Thomas Yuji Adachi (MA) 
SSgt Eugene Fields (survived) 
SSgt Stephen Warren Harris (KIA) 
SSgt Ronnie Lee Hensley (KIA) 
A IC Donald Michael Lint (MA) 

In the early hours of the 22nd an AC-130 Spectre gunship (call 
sign Adlib 1) took off from Ubon on a Commando Hunt mission 
over the Ho Chi Minh Trail in southern Laos. The gunship was 
later Joined by two fighters to form a truck hunter-killer team 
and the aircraft started work over Route 96A about 25 miles east 
of the town of Saravan, As the attack proceeded the AC-130 was 
hit by 37mm AAA and the port wing caught fire near the wing 
root. Sonic of the crew attempted to fight the blaze but the fire 
was too intense. Sgt Fields groped his way forward through 
darkness and smoke but found the gunner's position vacant and 
a hatch open. Fields strapped on a parachute and abandoned the 

aircraft. Killer 2, one of the accompanying fighters, made voice 
contact with one of the crew who identified himself as Adlib 12, 
which was Mai Fisher's call sign. Sgt Fields had suffered burns 
On his face and hands and his parachute snagged on a tree. He 
eventually climbed down and hid until morning when he was 
rescued by a SAR task force. As has happened in several inci-
dents, various rumours and claims relating to the missing 
crewmembers have persisted since the war. Returned POWs 
claimed to have seen Mai Fisher and Lt Col Rowley in prison 
camps but none of this information was ever substantiated. How-
ever, in November 1993 the remains of the missing crew were 
recovered from the wreck site near Ban Tang Lou and identified 
at the US Army's Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii. 
The remains were buried in a group burial plot at Arlington 
National Cemetery on 8 November 1995, Even then some iami-
lies did not accept proof of death as not all crew members were 
thought to he represented by the 1,400 small fragments of hone 
and teeth that were returned from Laos and that barely filled a 
single coffin. The name of SSgt Harris was omitted from the 
gravestone at Arlington at the request of his family. Like most of 
the NC - 130s that served in Southeast Asia this 'aircraft was 
painted with distinctive nose art and carried the name 'War 
Lord'. 



— 

,011. 
■ • ■ 	 •

•

13'  lc. 	
I  

_ 	. ( 	. 	"" 11,1 

It 

... 6 ' 1.14ty ,,, 	 : 0 	 • 	. 's ,..ivi. 
f t 'I' 1 	

. 7 44 4 • 	, 	,1 
k 	/ 	 , 

•••••■ 	 11111P1?1:". 
.4.-.....ir , 	...AL 14 -; , ,..... 1  k To. - , 	 -....... • 	=„ 

-,-  '• .16• . , ••••■•••-••• 	e 	 .. 1 el, 	Ice 	,..... ' 	, ..1/ 1 I ik 
 -,.. 	' • • 7WIT, . .... • • 1 

' • -••=i '. I” • . -.---- -i 
...WNW , ' '-a■■■■• 	 00 	 ■Ir 

s  

ammilleasse"--  et, 

r 	..il,  ■ r.'"salli - 11,  

:.'  
.. 

Ai 
-- 1 .7'2•J.  ii 	1 ::"'Ilfi ll 	'f 	' 

IN■1111■6 11■• 

similmimiZionIMMINNImmuinimaiinsiam:i memietaa...a.A......sgamerirvavosimiti,400111■11mmalimminnime 	 vaosar.er7"--- 

• ,-le• I  i7. 	
''‘,/ 	°''' 	- 	i , ''' 	. • 	. 	•; 	: 19 V 	1 r",  ,.i• 	...e. 

etvi ,L . 

41f._:..;) j-,s.' ., 	
• i• • i 	k - 

UMW ' 	 • • ■•■••• WA/ 

.4111•1610111W■JULL4S,:,1042.....sw, 



354 

40th ARRSq Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970 
	 5 p 

Buff's 100th  save crew.  Standing from the left: 

SSgt M. E. Bell (FE), Maj H. M. Berthold (AC), 

Capt M. W. Weeks Jr. (CP). Kneeling from the 

left: SSgt W. L. Fisk (PJ) and Sgt D. W. Crowder 

(PJ). 

aSn 
	» 	70  
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40th ARRSci Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970 

The two days of 21 and 22 April proved to be the most pro-

ductive during the three month period as five combat saves were 

recorded. The mission began in search of Cowpoke 18 and Hostage 

Man (the front and back seater of a Marine OV-10). However, 

before the mission was completed, rescues were recorded on two 

Sandye (A-1E), one Sped (A-1E), as well as Cowpoke 18. 13  

In unrelated action the 40th chalked up its fifth save of 

the day and the unit's 100th save overall when Jolly Green 72 

rescued the only surviving crewmember of Adlib 12 (AC-130) at 

, 14 
070/23/72. When hoisted aboard, the 100th save was in shock 

and suffering from burns about the face and hands. He received 

immediate medical attention from the pararescuemen on the Jolly 

Green, and was returned to the medical facilities at Danang AB, 

15 
RVN. 

The back seater of an F-4 crew became the sixth non- 

combat save when his aircraft was forced down at 170/59/70 on 
16 

25 April. The Jolly Green crew landed in a large rice paddy near 

the survivor in order that medical attention could be given to 

the survivor's cuts, burns, and possible broken elbow. The crew 

17 
and the injured pilot returned to Udorn without further incident. 

On 8 May a Nail (0V-10) pilot was plucked from the trees at 

1616N 10626E. Sandy aircraft sterilized the area as a precaut-

ionary measure before the Buff crew moved in and lowered the pene-

trator to the dangling pilot. The pilot was recovered and found 

18 
to have no injuries. 	 CROUP 4 

Downgraded at 3 roar 
Intervals; deelassificA 

12 years 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
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40th ARRSq Hist, I Apr - 30 Jun 1970 

CHRONOLOGY 

6 Apr 70 	General George S. Brown, Commander 7th Air Force 
arrives to make award presentations. 

6 Apr 70 	An A-1E pilot and a T-28 pilot picked up, the 
second being a night recovery. 

7 Apr 70 	The F-4 crew (the mission objective of 6 Apr 70) 
are recovered by Lt Co]. Hegewald. 

8-11 Apr 70 	"Pigs and People Mission," 

9 Apr 70 	Buff crew bails out, 

17 Apr 70 	Operations am resumed at Channel 89, 

18-25 Apr 70 	Another "Pigs and People" Pisaion. 

21 Apr 70 	Two A-1E pilots are picked up in the SAR effort 
for a Marine OV-10. 

22 Apr 70 

22 Apr 70 

25 Apr 70 

8 May 70 

8 MAY 70  

1 5 Nay' 70 

16 May 70 

8 Jun 70 

One of the Marine pilots of the OV-10 as well as 
another A-1E pilot are picked up by Buff crews. 

Major Berthold records the 40th ARRSq's 100th save 
with the recovery of the only surviving crewmember 
of an AC-130. 

Buff crew makes a non combat recovery of an F-4 
back seater after bailout south of Channel 70. 

General Jack J Catton, Commander MAC, visited 
40th ARRSq and made award presentations. 

An OV-10 pilot is rescued from the trees. 

100th Pickup Party was held at the Officer's Club. 

100th Pickup Party was held at the NCO Club. 

Col William M. McDonald, Vice Commander 41ARRWg, 
arrived for the Change of Command Ceremony. 
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The Story 

  

     

HENSLEY, RONNIE LEE Remains returned and identified September 1995. Name: Ronnie 
Lee Hensley Rank/Branch: E5/US Air Force Unit: 16th Special Operations Squadron, Ubon 
Airbase, Thailand Date of Birth: 08 June 1948 Home City of Record: Richwood WV Date of 

Loss: 22 April 1970 Country of Loss: Laos Loss Coordinates: 154400N 1065100E (XC990410) 
Status (in 1973): Missing In Action Category: 2 AcftrVehicle/Ground: AC130A Source: 

Compiled from one or more of the following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, 
correspondence with POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. Updated by the 

P.O.W. NETWORK in 1998. Other Personnel in Incident: Thomas Adachi; Robert 
Ireland;Stephen Harris; Donald Lint; William Brooks; Charles B.Davis; Donald G. Fisher; 

John C. Towle; Charles Rowley (all missing); Eugene L. Fields (rescued). REMARKS: 
SYNOPSIS: In the early hours of April 22, 1970, an AC130 gunship flown by veteran pilot 
Major William Brooks departed Ubon Airbase with a crew of ten for a Commando Hunt 

mission over the Ho Chi Minh Trail in southern Laos. The aircraft, code named "Ad Lib", was 
joined near its destination by two jet escort fighter bombers, code named "Killer 1" and 

"Killer 2", and immediately began air strikes against enemy traffic below. The crew of the 
aircraft included Brooks, the pilot; SSgt. Thomas Y. Adachi, the aerial gunner; LtCol. Charlie 

B. Davis, a navigator; Maj. Donald G. Fisher, a navigator; SSgt. Stephen W. Harris; SSgt. 
Ronnie L. Hensley; Master Sgt. Robert N. Ireland; Airman Donald M. Lint; LtCol. Charles S. 
Rowley; and Mt. John C. Towle. During its fourth strike, the gunship was hit by anti-aircraft 
fire and began burning. Brooks radioed, "I've been hit, babe". Fisher, the navigator, reported 
that his position was OK. Fields and Hensley, battling the blaze in the rear of the aircraft, lost 

contact with each other in the smoke. Fields inched his way to Adachi's position, and found 
Adachi gone and the left scanner window open. Fields used an auxiliary parachute to abandon 
the aircraft. Killer 1 reported seeing no parachutes, although Killer 2 reported the crew was 
bailing out. Just before Killer 1 departed the area for refueling, it received one emergency 

beeper signal from the ground. Killer 2 established voice contact with a member of the crew 
identifying himself as Ad-Lib 12 (Fisher), who reported that he had burns on his face and 
hands. Killer 2 also left for refueling, while other aircraft monitored the downed craft and 
waited for morning to attempt rescue of the survivors. The following morning, Ad-Lib 11 

(Fields) was rescued, but due to hostile ground forces, no ground search or photographs were 
made at the time. The Air Force assumed at the time that Fields had incorrectly identified 

himself, and announced that 6 of the crew had been killed and four were missing. The rest of 
the story is confusing. The family of one of the crew was told that a ground crew had been 

inserted and that partial remains of one crew member had been recovered. Another family was 
advised that photographs of the crashsite existed. A photograph of a captive airman having 

burn bandages on his hands was identified as being Fisher by his family. Rowley's family was 
informed of a secret intelligence report indicating that 8 of the crew had been captured, and 

http://www.angelfire.com/a13/ronnie/story.html 	 6/24/00 
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that a controlled American source had witnessed them being tortured to death for their 
"crimes". A returned POW reported seeing Rowley in a propaganda film. Another returned 

POW stated that Fisher had been a POW. Although the Air Force would not allow family 
members to contact the only survivor, Fields, Fisher's son located him after 18 years. Fisher 
denied ever being in contact with any of the Killer jet escorts. It was not he who identified 

himself by radio to rescue forces. Apparently, at least some of the crew of Ad Lib survived to 
be captured in Laos, often called the "Black Hole" of the POW issue because of nearly 600 lost 
there, not a SINGLE man was released that had been held in Laos. The Pathet Lao stated on 
several occasions that they held prisoners, yet we never negotiated their freedom, and reports 
continue to be received that some of these men are still alive. The surviving crew members lost 

that day were abandoned by  the  country for which they bravely fought. 

Home 

   

  

Ronnie 
Crew Members 

  

Warlord Bio Download 
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Warlord Bin 

The Lockheed AC130A Spectre gtuniship first made its appearance In Vietnam in 
late 1967. Because it was highly maneuverable at low speeds and could spend hours 

an operational area while delivering a precisely placed stream of withering fire on 
a target it immediately proved its worth in combat. Within one year, all bat three 
ACI30A gunships were deployed to SEA. Those three ircraft remained in the US 

to eTahll additional aircrews. The C130 was armed with 2 M611 Vulcan cannons 
mounted in the first half of the fuselage and could deliver a stream of accurate fire 

from each gun at a rate of 100 shells per second. It was usually used at half that rate 
to conserve ammunition. A pair of 40mm Bofors cannons were mounted at the aft 
section that could deliver a steady stream of 300 rounds of ammunition per minute. 

Some CI.30's were armed with 105mrn Howitzers mounted in place of the rear 
Bofors cannons. 

On 22 April 1970, a AC130A spectre gunship, call sign "Ad lib 11," with its name 
"WARLORD" boldly scrawled across its side below and slightly behind the cockpit 
v4a)dows (tail number FT544625), departed Ubon Airhase on a "Commando Hunt" 

mission over thelffo Chi min Trail, Saravane Province, Laos. 
The aircrew was comprised of veteran pilot manager William 3rooks, aircraft 

commander: 1st Lt. John C.Towle, pilot: Lt. Col. Charles S. Rowley, navigator; U. 
Coll. Charlie B. Davis, Navigator; major Donald Fisher, navigator; Master Sgt. 

Robert 'Ireland, flight engiteeer, then SSgt. Thomas Adaciai, aerial gunner; SSgt. 
Stephen Harris; aerial gainnerAlc Donald Lint, aerial gunner; SSgt Eugene Fields 
and SSgt. Ronnie Eilensley, illuminator operator. They were conducting an armed 
reconnaissance mission over the extremely rugged jungle covered mountains near 
Ban Tang Lou, Laos. Adlib was joined near its destitation by two escort fighters, 
cal!: signs "Killer 1" and "Killer 2" The weather was nearly perfect with visibility 

of two to five miles with some haze and a full moon. 
At approximately 0150 hours, a number of enemy 37mm anti-aircraft artillery shells 
burst around the aircraft. The gunship immediately initiated an attack against the 
AAA pcsition. At G159 hours, while in its fourth ?ass over the target of nearly 7,500 

feet, the gunship was struck in the :eft lower rear section of the fuselage near the 
tail. Major Brooks radioed, "I've been hit, babe." No further transmissions were 

heard from the crew while the aircraft was still airborne. 
During pull off from its own attack pass against the AAA emplacement, one of the 
fighter crew's observed the C130A on:Ire, but under control, moments later, Sgt. 
Fisher reported the fact over the intercom and heard Lt. Col. Fisher report that he 
and his position were ok. Sgt. Fields and Sgt. Hensley attempted to extinguish the 
fire that was being fed by flammable flare markers. However, both men forced to 

retreat because of the intense heat and thick smoke. They collided in the thick black 
smoke before Eugene Fields co tinned to feel his way forward to the right scanner 
window, Thomas Adlachi's position. Finding the posftioL empty, Fields snapped on 

an auxiliary parachute and exited through the open scanner window. 
Unfortunately while fighting he fire, Sgt fields became disconnected from the 

aircraft's intercom and does 01 kirSOW if Major brooks issued a bail out command to 
the crew. 



As the aircraft descended in a shallow straight line, the intensity of the fire increased 
and burning pieces of the C1130 were seen falling away front the gunship by their 

fighter escort. About five to ten seconds prior to 'reran contacting the ground, a 
large unidentified object, suspected to be the left wing, was seen to seperate from it. 

The aircraft exploded upon impact just east of a primary road and 2 miles 
northwest of a "Y" shaped road junction in densley forested mountains under total 
enemy control approximately 31 miles northwest of Chavane, 25 miles due west of 

the Laos/South Vietnamese border and 59 miles west-northwest of .Kham Due, 
South Vietnam. From the time of initial emergency all to impact, the aircraft 

remained airborne for roughly 90 seconds and covered almost 3 miles. 
After the gunship was hit, killer 1 reported seeing no crewmen exiting the crippled 
aircraft ad no parachutes deploying, while Killer 2 reports the crew was bailing 
out. finst before killer 1 departed the area to refuel from an airborne tanker, its 

crew heard one emergency beeper signal from the ground. killer 2 established voice 
contact with a crewman who identified himself as Adlib 12, Donald fisher's 

identifier. He reported that he had bur s on his face and hands but was otherwise 
ok. Killer 2 left to refuel shortly thereafter and turned command control over to 

Covey 246, the Forward Mr controller (FAC), who continued to monitor the 
situation. 

The foLowing morning search and rescue (SAR) operations commence shortly fter 
daybreak. Min !IL Eugene Fields, was rescued shortly thereafter and treated for 
miToo:r injuries. SAR efforts co tinned throughout the day for the rest of the crew. 
Because of the heavy enemy activity in the area, no ground search was possible. At 
the time formal search efforts were terminated, William Brooks, Ronnie Hensiey, 

Robert ftreland, Stephen harris, DOIELei lint, Thomas Adachi, Charlie Davis, Donald 
fisher, John Towle and Charles Rowley were declared Missing in Action. 

From rill:ere the story becomes more confussed based on information provided to 
different families by the US government during the years before the war ended. 
1. One family was told that a ground team had been inserted into the crash site 

(date unknown) and had recovered the partial remains of one of the crew, but no 
identity was ever provided to any of them, likewise, those reported remains were 

not identified nor returned to any of the families of men of this aircraft. 
2. another family was advised that photographs of the crash site existed, but none 

were provided to them or to any of the other families. 
3. The Fisher family w.:.s shown a photograph of a captive airman with burns on his 
hands. Each family member identified that photo as Donald fisher. The air Force 
ASSUMED at the time of the incident that Eugene fields had incorrectly identified 

himself to Killer 2 and dismissed the report of Acilib 12 being the one in contact. 
Major Fisher's son located Fields 18 years later and questioned him about that 

communication, Fields told him that he, Fields, had nit been in radio contact with 
a yo e before being rescued, therefore it was not him, proving that at least one 

other man safely reached the ground. 
4. Charles Rowley's family was informed of a classified intelligence report 

Indicating that 8 of the 10 crew [members had been captured, and tortured to death 
for thier "crimes" yet no such report has been provided to them, or to any other 

families of the crew. 



lin 1987 life Magazine published a recen.tly taken photograph of an american POW 
that had been smuggled out of Laos with the caption: "The mysterious Mr. Rely" 
Coil. Rowley 's family had that photograph wraaiyzed and compared to precapture 

family photos by noted florensic experts. The results prove the man in the 1987 
photo is Charles R wley. 

lb n /993 the USG conducted e joint US-LAOS crash site excavation of the C130. To 
no one's surprise they found a few teeth and bone chips, and heralded this 

achievement as the successful recovery of ah 10 crewmen. 
They also claim to have found a dogtag belonging to Col. R whey. Since his dogtags 

were returned to his family with the rest of his personal possessions shortly after 
being shot down, the USG's discovery of his dogtags at the the crash site is both 

miraculous and Rapum. The families of ail the men aborad this aircraft 
requ tied that an independent examination be made, IllaChacitng DNA testing. The 

Pentagon's reply is very revealing, specific and sinister: "They cannot release 
Temarns to family members unless the remains ca ,i be positively identified." Each 
family requested the remains that were attributed to their man be turned over to 

them. Each request was denied. 
The crew of the Adlib H flight are among nearly 600 Americans who disappeared in 

Laos. many of these Men were know to be alive on the ground. The Laotians 
admitted holding "tens of tens" of Americ n POWS, but these men were never 
negotiated for either by direct negotiation between our countries or through the 

Paris Peace Accords which ended the war in Vietnam since, Laos was not a party to 
that agreement. 

On Nov. 8, 1995, a group burial of the unidentifiable co-mingled remains of the 
C130A spectre gunship crew was held at Arlington National Cemetery. 

While the USG considers these men to be "remains returned" the families do not. 
They ask that Americans continue to wear their men's POW/MIA bracelets and 

help them fight for an honorable accounting of them. 


