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D77IG:T".TI0IT: Jolly r'r.C:71 72 

	

0n,r7cTml: 	12,; 

"LOCATIO:f: 070/23/72 

• ; One co:frsat 	1 2) 

St 7 CF 31i1 ACT.10-72: 

1- (S) The Cre.rn.cy.r.' 7G 72 anca 7(7,  7.7,-z.4- ter.- 4.4.& 0330L on 22 Arr for 3. Mil  
rtiF.nienor ad_11,  a  e- 130  whirth 	rc,rorted down at 07D/23/72  with  13 
perr.;or_s on.board. JC; 72 •:73.r... lc',  and JG 71 vas 11:1773. al ,  72 :and 70 de- 
r.arteA Ch 17 at 01,55L w 4 t), 7anr_17- 3 	14. Co; -crr 7.P.e3 237 7ras in the. area 
of V.--e cre.ch ar.d.at 0!:127.. oe.e..E: contact .7i7Ith ;511.1-) 12. 77.-ie znirrivor re • 
2orted  :he -.7an  burned  on t'ae:',...t ,-Inds  and. face  7:: trt 'MT.  in  7ood. condition. Coy 	237 :3inno 4 ntr.y1  : 41 E7' 1 2'1 	at 072117: r-rd. :-...enortel that he 
was 100 ye.rds of the route rrtructure. 'Cowry' 237 ri,..P.e.e neveral .taoses 
over the area and reported. ne5r.tive .7..round ti. e also vas gettina 
•107.7 cm fuel and.yould hay:, to leave the area soon. t 16001i Cove 2 1;6 
tech ov::_r onseeile co.tancier fL-or. ,_ Covey 237. San:tr 1 tiaz in the area and . 
Started troUin or ,3raUna fire and selected a iinr area closer to — . 
the SAR area_ on thefeant'_side of the roixte stractyre. At 06171.; gr.: 72 .  . ini 7G-  and. 	-- 3 and 4 	 the holctilr; area At 070512 Adlib._12_ 
state that he did not need. the help of a P7 and he mad. get onto 1e ,re.y.leatcr, alone. 	ndy 1 briefed,him to Put 4:1•Le strap on first. q3ancly- 3 and ii.e_ncorted . 	t 	tir,aI holdinr: pint at 0720L. JO 70 re-. 

holding aren.. Oan• 1 	the SKI forces at 0725z. 
Sinca .TC, 72's int radio Tin.c.. inontrative 'Ir. 7!" 3.i0 became the seconelarv freq. 
Gvare. fre.4 ou2A be 	 Citnily 1, 2 72 pilot end :lurvivor . VET 
frig 1,70U132 	uzed 'by Far...tr. 	an-.1 JC 72 oonilot. 7and.7 3 Care an, 
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'T 
xriy-jni- of t.r. 	 slfrr 	7oint and survi- 

-.-el- 	 Th.a rua in 	ttnr7,e.d nt 	 .:1 -oke screen :lad 
i'n-zt :to-- to 7.:ank off th-,. :•ovto 1-1:1- :,2 7yarr, 	s1=v4.7orls lo- 

catien. 	:ar.,.ern 	c1ben ;171" P.t 	rn-7. ln .1 run' in headinz 
to the Turv:Lvor. T 	o:re mar -7.cro -X7,1 placed :eerfccly .fral the IP 
to no nwrvivor. Az jr: 72 tlIrr..2a 	t:te Tr. al -:sneed vas docreal)ed as 

and 	1 toicl 7:-.1e survivor to pop hi.; nre%e.  :;u1-7-ivvros 
mol.:e was srottea and an approach started to the spot. Mere was some 
:difficulty in pinpointing' the srr7rivor at fi.7.st az the smoke had drifted 
of 	 720"-ref7:17:, tLe nx.mr.l.ver was 	 foet to the rear by 
t F1 . ..'.  :=cir  "As establired over the furvor 	hoist lomered. 

'cont ,,e. in 	cc 22'01 1"t l'21:7-  a .1v..,11  ridgA. The 
aircraf, was let do-.7:1 an 1 as -I-Jos:Able to tal -e aavcr..7ape of the .cover 
provid: -. by e ridr! ,! line. 	 7.cod and very close 
to 	 Th-ouol:t 	-cc-ovn-ey -onase tn.!. copilot kant the 
forces iaforrnd on VH-  of the nr071sa of the reco7ar7. The fandy and 
Praolve aircraft %opt a £tea' ca.1 chRin .  wit'. continuous ordnance ex-
pended. Adlib 12 .;as lloisted  abp-Ird  JG 72 at 731I  and  the recovery 
forces ecressed the area. The survive ,. '7as in thoch and hi n fnce and 
hands werellad.17 burned. The PJs a4visea that he should have innediate 
medical Attention. JG 72 and 70 Psn -FR'd to Cl-.  77  with Sandy 3 and 4 escort. 
Fuel 'Jaz not required and Kinc 5.7ms released. Jr 72 and 70 landed at 
Ch 77 at 0330L. 

2. (U) The survivor VU3 /tali!: 12 3PO4-  A. r 	 ""rmIr A 

3. (IT) The crew of Jolly areen 72 vat,: 

AC: Ms.."1 71crthold 
Cl?: Cant !Tenks - 
11717: SSrt 

St Crowder 
PJ1 .Sgt risk 

. 	. 
_ • C r'.7.70 

- 
4111.5771.11! 
74.6..i6ra  ft 	trolizcare14- __. 	_ 
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.for "A4 Lill 11" 

TO: DCO 

1. A raxcessful fiAll was nendueted on 22 April 1970 faa- Ad Lib 11. Tho aircraft, 
an 

 
AC-10 wont down at 02201!, 22 April 1970 at 070/23/72 (UTEXC902420). This 

roport oovere those activities relating to the rescue forcoa during the effort. 

2. The aircraft took a direct AAA hit and immediately burst into flames. Ad Lib 
11 mac f.n the rear of the plane near the remp and barely had time to don a 
parachute and bail out. He cuffered several severe burns about his face and body. 
The other crew members were presumed to be lost mite the aircraft. A first-light 
brief was organized immediately to enable the Sandy forces to arrive there at 
first la.ght. Very little information was :mown at the time of the briefing other 
than the call pign, location, and that one survivor had come up on the radio. 

3. The following aircraft and pilots parteipated: 

Sirn 

Sandy 01 
02 
03 
04 

Smoke 21 
22 
23 
24 

Pilot 

Lt Eatthews 
Lt Brown 
Lt Bertrand 
Lt Bender 

Col Ransom 
Capt Kennedy 
Capt Crowder 
Lt Shannon . 

Takeoff Time Delays . .  

0452L 	__ 	41 ,,, 

0452 - "OJEr . ' /440 	•-:,VEST 
• 
.o45 rN, 	_ 

045 	 Cek,_ 	
I DO ;OT  

, 

. 052 
052  

N
02391(3  

0522 

• Covey 237 	Unk 	 Unk 
Covey ? 	• 	Replaced C-237 )  but Sandy 01 couldn't remember C/S. 

Onndy 01/02 arrival on scene was 0600L. 

4. The terrain was railings hills creased by nur.orous creek and river beds. 
The defenses mere unl.--nown but the Covey 2AC said that there more numerous ZPU, 
23/37mn on a main route t-3 'Ales to the north. An it turned out, there were 
no deZenses ever discerned in the iediato area of the scene. The weather 
inn clear of clouds but the vicability was roctrioñ Lo about seven miles. 
The mina were calm. 	 • 

5. Coy , : 	eetrthlirOted voice contact with the single survivor just prior 
to the arJi — . • : :landy 01/U2 on noon°. lie had also located the parachute but • 
10.4 not beali 	Lo yet win-hoint to 1;uvivorle location. Covey had nice 
• 4 up Demo t --oaror strike aircraft and a replacement VAC. 



U. Sandy 01 received a oriefing on the 	d the location of the chute 
from Covey 217 upon arrivil4; aL the .7.c.2:.e: 	t!,r ,r Loo..,: over as on sr-1 ,mo 
cmimander and esLahliuhod voice co,lthc'. :11th t:la survivsr. Ad Lib 11 Said he 
Viz-,3 generally all rirht, except for the burns, and that he had not detected any. 
enc7ly :tevewent in the arQa during the night. : ..any 01 . inade several pauses over 
the area until he had definitely cutnhlial)ed the location of Ad Lib 11 a short 
disLance up the slope from hiu parachute.' .1.11dy directed the Covey PAC to put 
in the ft movers on suveral roadu in the area and in general, around the 
survivor. No briefed the !;moko 21 fli6t!on where he wanted their ordnance 
placed and Sandy 03/04 and the Jolly coneeraing the ingress, pickup, and ogress' 
procedures. 

7. Th0 1,1,:kup Inriwd tit, Lo Ito 	poRh,1 Ae;:up wiLn tho :,moko flight oalUng k 
bOX inLowli.h!h the J.sirly 	 1:rom1iS. TP. ' 1 116 survivor 

f"JriPtid bin 01001: 1 1 	co;o1iarl and it wan ihilco.ilALdy al.eux4 by Jolly. The 
pickup w;:s similarly uneventful, but reovt;';giportantly, successful. Thom 
was no ground fire deLected during tho pickup operation, however Sandy 01 did 
*take one small arrn hit. 

8. No problems. A3 :Jandy 01 stated in his report, "when you have four 
Lieutenants running the show, how can you miss." 

2 , 

us, icHA,Ai L. 	p LIJ 0 0 e . , 
Commander 
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3 ART1Gp (J2C0) 
AP) 

DATZ:: 22 r1.1 1970 

:.173To!T 1177: -1-7: 0-3.127. 21 7 -1r 7C 

31...71;7: ,D177 -10.7A.TICIT: Jolly 11:4-cen 72 

011.7nTrr2.: mail 

_LOCATIO!!: 070/23/72 

Onc. cofnat (Aa:Lib 1 2) 

SIor SAR AC7.107; : 

1. (5) The ere:Ts. v." jG 72 and 7(7. "nriefet.4. nt 0330L on 22 Arr for a rikit 
Isisnien on ar51i1-:, a c-110 which -Jae rer.ortcd dew: et 07:)/23, 172 with 13 
pernons or...boarri. Ja 72 ,7n,r, Iv,  and .7G 7::) vas hi 7:1 . JC: 72 .a.na 70 de-
rartc-3 Ch 19 at 0455r., with 7anf.1.7 3 attel 4. Co-..,c,,  7.11.1 237 was in the area 
of the cre.ch  wail. at 0512t ina:le contact -rith Acilib 1.2. ne znarri-ror re - 
?orted :P'. e -.,a.,-; burned on thin 11.tr.ds •ncl.. face.  1.rat  -,ras it'. 7.00:3-. COnditien . 

Cove:,  237 7?innointc 4  P.12.3.1..,  12'1 ::iticn at 0771, r.nd -..03orted that he 
.vas 100 yards of the route ctrueture. •Cove;• -  237 re neveral f:azs es .  
,ov.er the area and reported. nee.tive ?;round. fire. -. Fe also vas fretting, . 
.104 on 1.101 and-would laav:.. to leave the area soon. At 0600'14 Cove t - 06. 
. 7e0c:: 67= on scene. emixin0.4..r f;:o::: Covey 237. Sandy 1 vas in the =es ..ane..:: 

troi1ina-Ata-:g1,74nd. are and selmted a 'Iolding area' elosar ,...to. _.. 
':(.-  •",":: SAL**. on •-t-ii.e.7•#-.14tfliSilei• of the rqute Strr..ct-oz•e. At -3617r.;;JGJOI 
-  • . - ..ranq....... ...•swsub. .6..r..,. th.... .", -oIdiz7, area. . At: Q70p:.,. _ _ • • • - 

..ii, • .. ., 	......,,•!.... 	- 	-_.,,...e,r.. , •.:- .--e- 	 :,--- 	.:- 	••,..., • r• 

.„..4.•:'.4 1..t.,:iatvattkt .  , .9.-  .... 	- 7  ile**.'6t -  a' ?sr and 1..e.:eiiitAdlcii.....iii3tirVifol.„,.. 
Tits= 

,,  f•iiiiraiiiiiiiItt.tfinai..--j- 	. j.A.ekhist - to tut -"e stint on fir3t./4iii453!" :":  
fira 4 -..e 	... .S80"''..''ed-. .4.4%i - ra.. ;:to:t;....i - firs....1 holdinr:—  7oir.t at 0721L. JO 70 re-. ,. 

iiiin V-e'hiel ,- rolang Ircen... Sanc17,. 1 briez're. the SAP. fore e s at 0725Z.. 
-Sinc.7.: St: 72's WA rndio- 1.1.-  i: itlOp nrat ttre: T.1.17' r".0 i 0 -neCarte the seconelavr . frect. 
•Guard freq ',mule. be  u,seci. t.,:r 0 ..17.*: ::$17."AY 1, Zr':.;  7 '-2 7,?Llot and survivor. VET 
•free. "would' be nzed 'ey Sane:T..0=2 -2 ana a:- 71 ,.-...onflot . Sanav 3 ca-ra an 

4C.:70-C383 

GROU': 
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. 	. 
of tl.o nr-,1. 	 n'er7 	-1o4 nt and 
ruz in 	rzt.:.=--.ed at -.7217., 	zvoke screen atd 

fte- rn to vas% off 	:•oxtc. ntrr.c ,:,urp 	nrOsv4.vor's %- 
cation. Sroke marhern had bcer rnt s.t th:.. I? t'n: en a =IV in headin:: 
to the lUrvivor. n.2 oe nal"._crs verc ?laced 7.erfcct2v . fron the 
to tae survivor. Az Jo: 72 turrA:1 s:4 to Ir. ai ...s-Ned vas decreased as 
1-zi., fad and lanc.1.,  1 told the survivor to pop his sro-w. r,urvivor's 
smoe Was stetted and an approach started to the spot. There was some 
'difficulty in pinpointin7 the sra-vivor at first as the smoke had drifted 
oft slightly. FO ,rever, the survivor vas steLl 2r; feet to the rear by 
the 171. 	 establi71, ed over the survvor an.. hoist lowered. 
7.1P 7irLl located in 1.. c.ec arc. 177,t ':1117:r a rid7A. The 
aireraft was let dem: as 1.77 an 7...osoib1e to talze a:Is:air:ape of the-cover 
prov;dvl 1~.4y rid7e l4 ne. ?cwer ,:cod and 'very close 
to 7recem-put^d. T .r•our!ol:t 	 cvoilot kent the 
forces inforrpd on 177 of t1-.e nr07racs . of 	racover-r. The 51andy and 
emoke aircraft 'opt a stea.tr -aaisy chain -  7,-it% continlAous ordnance ex-
pended. Adlib 12 -;as hoictr:d abp1rd Jr: 72 at 0731:4 and Vas recovety 
forces °grassed the area. The s%..rvivor 'ran in -;hoc:: and hi n fftce and 
:hands were - Iad:17 burned. The PJs advised that he should have innedinte 
.madical attention. Jr, 72 and 70 1147'd to Ch 77 with Sandy 3 Er-a 4 eseert. 
ruel 7M3 not required and in 	released. JO 72 and 70 landed at 

• Ch 77 at 0330L. 

2. (L) The survivor ?az Adlit 12, f.7.:gt A. C. :acids, a ^PUg 
'3. (U) The crew .of Jolly 5reen 72 Vas: 

	

' 	. 	. 
1 . AC: Mk, lerthold 
- . CP: Caat '-hreks 
-- 	FE: 1.3Sft 3e13. 

PX: St Crovder 
13.1% Sgt !ist 

	

._._ 	. 	. 

Ottutair • litigDriiiir _ 1 .. , „, 
grerattif__ _ _. cOle_ltrirtierCT2 campmEROirr 

■-■ 

7 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line
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Apr - Jun 70 vol. 1 	 20 
K-WG-564-11 

(L;) Jn 22 April !970, a miccessfill 'I'M W13 conducted for 

Ad Lib 11. The aircraft, an AC-130 gunship, was shot down during 

a night interdiction mission and crashed at 0220L. 

(S) The aircraft had taken a direct AA hit and immediately 

burst into flames. Ad Lib 11 was in the rear of the plane and 

barely had time to don a parachute and bail out. He suffered 

several severe burns about his face and body. The other crew 

members were .'resumed lost with the aircraft. 

(S) A SAR briefing was organized immediately, to enable 

the Sandy force to arrive on-scene at first light. Aside from 

the call sign and location of the aircraft, very little infor-

mation was available at the time of the briefing. 

(3) The ter-ain consisted of rolling hills, creased by numer-

oes creek and river beds. The defenses were unknown, but the Covey 

'AC in the area stated that there were many ZPU and 23/37mm run 

positions around a main route, five to eight miles to the north. 

As it turned out, no defenses were ever discerned in the immediate 

area of the rescue attempt. The weather was clear of clouds, but 

the visibility was restricted to ahout seven miles. The winis were 

calm. 

(S) Covey 237 established -.mice oontact with the single 

survivor just nrior to the on-scene arrival of Sandy s 01 and 02. 

He had also located the parachute, but had been una'qe to 

pinpoint the survivor's lecation. 



56 SOW (Orr- 	 21 
Apr - Jun 70 vol. 1 
K-WG-56-HI 

(5, Upon.srii -Jal i. the sc.:ne, 11r.ndy 01 received a 

briefing on the area and the location of the chute frcm 

Covey 237. He then took over as On-Scene Commander and es-

tablished voice contact with the survivor. Ad Lib 11 

was generally all right, except for the burns, and he ad 

not detected any enemy movement during the night. Saniy 

01 made several passes over the arPa until he had defilitely 

established the location of Ad Lib 11 a short distance up the 

slope from his pnrachute. Sandy directed the Covey FAO to put in 

fast movers on several roads in the area, and genera -11;r around the 

survivor. He briefed the Smoke 21 flight on where he wanted their 

crdnance placed. Sandys 03 ane C4 and the Jolly were briefed 

concerning the ingress, pick-up, knd egress procedures. 

(6) The rescue terned nut to be a rod.?1 pick-up, with the 

Smoke fliebt. creatirp a are-sided box into which the Jolly 

ingressed from his IP. The survivor popped his smoke cn 

command and was immediately spotted by the helicopter. The 

pick-up- wns uneventful. No grcend fire WiS observed during the 

operation, but SwId;" 01 did take one smell arms hit. 

1-1t/ 
(S) Cn 23 4pril 1970 a successful S.",P. was conductel for 

Stormy 03 Alpha and Prave. The aircraft, an F-4, went Jown 

on approximately the 010 degree radial at 45 WE from Channel 

.1111WFVNE-- 



• "  

,AOS -"  !Erickson  D. J. 
Wycoff  W. J. 

'HL  lEvenson  L. 
,AOS  'Farnsworth E. L. 
AOS  'Rash R.  A.  
AOS Townsend  D.  H.  
AOS  'Richmond J. A.  
AOS   IHudgens  E. M.  
HL  'Brown  W. E.  
VN  ITrain  S.  W.  
VN Puffy J. E.  
VN Pray J. A.  
VisnlJaeger  J. P. 
AOSIrlinger  M. L. 
AOS I Vanbrunt  R.  S.  
ITCAllMatthews  J.  R.  
HL  ILeaphart J.  L.  
AOS  'Ayers  R. L.  
VN  IRexroad  L. F. 
AOS Mahan D.  F.  
AOS  'Dyer .I. M. 
AOS ,IWhinery  C. E. 
AOS  'Brooks  W.  L.  
HITT TIRush T.  A.  
VN  IWall G. M. 

TFLT 
7F5  

1Lt 

A 
SAF Helo 
SAF Helo 
SAF Helo  
SAF Helo  
SAF Helo  
SAF Helo  
A Helo 

lement J. W. 

ies J. D. II 	II1Lt 
h D. G. 

A 

I Lt 
ILt 

Helo 

Helo 
IA owle J. C. 	I Lt 
:sc Helo oster B. E.  

Lt T lasipak R. M. Tt 

A 

Helo 

lelton L. L. 
upprenant C. 

)auten F. W. 
ehrenbach T. 

,oyd 0. H. 

;ernholtz J. C. 
.ausch R. E. 

Maj 	IIKIA 
1Lt  

lLt  

Capt11-;  
Capt P7t  

1269  11 Mar  1970  10-2A  
1270 1115_  Mar  1970  Fr-Ws, 
1271  16 Mar 1970 IFT0-517 
1272  19 Mar 1970 Far-
1273  19 Mar 1970 r-iosw  
1274  19 Mar 1970 F7-4T_  
1275  20 Mar 1970   

 12M5  21 Mar 1970 v.F7FA  
1277  21 Mar 1970  F-1.-T-
1278  30 Mar 19701  
1279  2 Apr 1970  IC-7A  
1280  4 Apr 1970 1  -P  
1281  4 Apr 1970 1C-7A  
1282  5 Apr 1970 11C-7A  
1283 I  6 Apr 1970  
1284  6 Apr 1970 IF-4D  
1285  6 Apr 1970  IIA-1H  
1286  10 Apr 1970  _1RF-4C  
1287  16 Apr 1970 1RF-4C  
1288  17 Aprnio  

20 Apr 1970 IF-105D  
1290 1  21 Apr 1970 Vi-1H  
1-57121  Apr 1970  1A-1J  
1292 1121 Apr 1970 1.130A  
1293  122  Apr 1970 
1294 1 22 Apr 1970 IIEC-47P  
1271 22 Apr 1970 IIA-1J 

53 



22 April 1970 

AC-130A 54-1625 16 SOS, 8 TFW, USAF, 'Ilion 
Maj William Leslie Brooks (MA) 
lLt John Cline Towle (MA) 
Lt Col Charlie Brown Davis (MA) 
U ('Al Charles Stoddard Rowley (KIL) 
Mai Donald Garth Fisher (K IA) 
MSgt Robert Newell Ireland (MA) 
SSgt Thomas Yuji Adachi (MA) 
SSgt Eugene Fields (survived) 
SSgt Stephen Warren Harris (MA) 
SSgt Ronnie Lee Hensley (KIA) 
AlC Donald Michael Lint (MA) 

In the early hours of the 22nd an AC-130 Spectre gunshi) (call 
sign Adlib I) took off from Ubon on a Commando Hunt n issioli 
over the Ho Chi Minh Trail in southern Laos. The gunsh p was 
later joined by two fighters to form a truck hunter-killer team 
and the aircraft started work over Route 96A about 25 mil Is east 
of the town of Saravan. As the attack proceeded the AC-130 was 
hit by 37mni AAA and the port wing caught fire near the wing 
root. Some of the crew attempted to fight the blaze but the fire 
was too intense. Sgt Fields groped his way forward through 
darkness and smoke but found the gunners position vacait and 
a hatch open. Fields strapped on a parachute and abandoned the 

aircraft. Killer 2, one of the accompanying fighters, made voice 
contact with one of the crew who identified himseif as Atilih 12, 
which was Mai Fishers call sign. Sgt Fields had suffered burns 
on his face and hands and his parachute snagged on a tree. He 
eventually climbed down and hid until morning when ne was 
rescued by a SAR task force. As has happened in sevend inci-
dents, various rumours and claims relating to the ilissing 
crewmembers have persisted since the war. Returned roWs 
claimed to have seen Mal Fisher and Lt Col Rowley in prison 
camps but none of this information was ever substantiate( . How-
ever, in November 1993 the remains of the missing crew were 
recovered from the wreck site near Ban Tang Lou and identified 
at the US Army's Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii. 
The remains were buried in a group burial plot at Ar ington 
National Cemetery on 8 November 1995, Even then sem! fami-
lies did not accept proof of death as not all crew members were 
thought to he represented by the 1,400 small fragments if bone 
and teeth that were returned from Laos and that barely filled a 

single coffin. The name of SSgt Harris was omitted fro the 

gravestone at Arlington at the request of his family, Like nost of 
the AC- 130s that served in Southeast Asia this aircraft was 
painted with distinctive nose art and carried the narre 'War 
Lord'. 
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40th ARRSq Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970 

Buff's 100th  save crew.  Standing from the left: 

SSgt M. E. Bell (FE), Maj H. M. Berthold (AC), 

Capt M. W. Weeks Jr. (CP). Kneeling from the 

left: SSgt W. L. Fisk (FJ) and Sgt E. W. Crowder 

(PJ). 

Jc.)osnuf 
	

-70  



J 

SECRET.: 
40th ARRSq Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970 

The two days of 21 and 22 April proved to be the most pro-

ductive during the three month period as five combat saves were 

recorded. The mission began in search of Cowpoke 18 and Hostage 

Man (the front and back seater of a Marine OV-10). However, 

before the mission was completed, rescues were recorded on two 

Sandys (A-1E), one Sped (A-is), as well as Cowpoke 18.
13 

In unrelated action the 40th chalked up its fifth save of 

the day and the unit's 100th save overall when Jolly Green 72 

rescued the only surviving crewmember of Adlib 12 (4C-130) at 

, 14 
070/23/72. When hoisted aboard, the 100th save was in shock 

and suffering from burns about the face and hands. He received 

immediate medical attention from the pararescuemen on the Jolly 

Green, and was returned to the medical facilities al, Danang AB, 

15 
RVN. 

The back seater of an F-4 crew became the sixl,h non-

combat save when his aircraft was forced down at 170/59/70 on 
16 

25 April. The Jolly Green crew landed in a large r:.ce paddy near 

the survivor in order that medical attention could be given to 

the survivor's cuts, burns, and possible broken elbcw. The crew 

17 
and the injured pilot returned to Udorn without further incident. 

On 8 May a Nail (01J-10) pilot was plucked fron the trees at 

1616N 10626E. Sandy aircraft sterilized the area as a precaut-

ionary measure before the Buff crew moved in and lowered the pene-

trator to the dangling pilot. The pilot was recovered and found 

18 
to have no injuries. 	.4ScRe. GROUP 4  

Downgraded at 3 year 
Intervals; declassifie,i 

12 years 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



40th ARRSq Mist, 1 Apr  -  30 Jun 1970 

CHRONOLOGY 

iv 

General Georgo S. Brown, Commander 7th Air Force 
arrives to make award presentations. 

An A-1E pilot and a T-28 pilot pickei up, the 
second being a night recovery. 

The F-4 crew (the mission objective )f 6 Apr 70) 
are recovered by Lt Col Hegewald. 

"Pigs and People Mission." 

Buff crew bails out. 

Operations are resumed at Channel 89, 

Another "Pigs and People" .Mission. 

Two A-1E pilots are picked up in the SAR effort 
for a Marine OV-10. 

One of the Marine pilots of the OV-10 as well as 
another A- 1E pilot are picked up by iluff crews. 

Major Berthold records the 40th ARRSqle 100th save 
with the recovery of the only surviving crewmember 
of an AC-130. 

Buff crew makes a non combat recovery of an F-4 
back seater after bailout south of CIannel 70. 

General Jack J Catton, Commander MAC, visited 
40th ABRS01 and made award presentaticns. 

An OV-10 pilot is rescued from the trees. 

100th Pickup Party was held at the Officer's Club. 

100th Pickup Party was held at the NCO Club. 

Col William M. McDonald, Vice Commander 41A1RWg, 
arrived for the Change of Command Ceremony. 

6 Apr 70 

6 Apr 70 

7 Apr 70 

8-11 Apr 70 

9 Apr 70 

17 Apr 70 

18-25 Apr 70 

21 Apr 70 

22 Apr 70 

22 Apr 70 

25 Apr 70 

8 May 70 

8 May 70 

15  MAY 70 

16 May 70 

8 Jun 70 



story 	 Page 1 of 2 

j Tell m_e_ythea this 
page is updated  

E-rnail  thi5.jage Ma 
jerl  

Anen FRE 

The Story 

457 
■,': 	 ,_:: 	-.'\! 

HENSLEY, RONNIE LEE Remains returned and identified September 1995. Name: Ronnie 
Lee Hensley Rank/Branch: E5/US Air Force Unit: 16th Special Operations Squadron, Ubon 
Airbase, Thailand Date of Birth: 08 June 1948 Home City of Record: Richwood WV Date of 

Loss: 22 April 1970 Country of Loss: Laos Loss Coordinates: 154400N 1065100E (XC990410) 
Status (in 1973); Missing In Action Category: 2 Acft/Vehicle/Ground: AC130A Source: 

Compiled from one or more of the following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, 
correspondence with POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. Updated by the 

P.O.W. NETWORK in 1998. Other Personnel in Incident: Thomas Adachi; Robert 
Ireland;Stephen Harris; Donald Lint; William Brooks; Charles B.Davis; Donald G. Fisher; 

John C. Towle; Charles Rowley (all missing); Eugene L. Fields (rescued). REMARKS: 
SYNOPSIS: In the early hours of April 22, 1970, an AC130 gunship flown by veteran pilot 
Major William Brooks departed Ubon Airbase with a crew of ten for a Commando Hunt 

mission over the Ho Chi Minh Trail in southern Laos. The aircraft. code named "Ad Lib", was 
joined near its destination by two jet escort fighter bombers, code named "Killer 1" and 

"Killer 2", and immediately began air strikes against enemy traffic below. The crew of the 
aircraft included Brooks, the pilot; SSgt. Thomas Y. Adachi, the aerial gunner; LtCol. Charlie 

B. Davis, a navigator; Maj. Donald G. Fisher, a navigator; SSgt. Stephen W. Harris; SSgt. 
Ronnie L. Hensley; Master Sgt. Robert N. Ireland; Airman Donald M. Lint; LtCol. Charles S. 
Rowley; and lLt. John C. Towle. During its fourth strike, the gunship was hit by anti-aircraft 
fire and began burning. Brooks radioed, "I've been hit, babe". Fisher, the navigator, reported 
that his position was OK. Fields and Hensley, battling the blaze in the rear of the aircraft, lost 

contact with each other in the smoke. Fields inched his way to Adachi's position, and found 
Adachi gone and the left scanner window open. Fields used an auxiliary parachute to abandon 
the aircraft. Killer 1 reported seeing no parachutes, although Killer 2 reported the crew was 
bailing out. Just before Killer 1 departed the area for refueling, it received one emergency 

beeper signal from the ground. Killer 2 established voice contact with a member of the crew 
identifying himself as Ad-Lib 12 (Fisher), who reported that he had burns on his face and 
hands. Killer 2 also left for refueling, while other aircraft monitored the downed craft and 
waited for morning to attempt rescue of the survivors. The following morning, Ad-Lib 11 

(Fields) was rescued, but due to hostile ground forces, no ground search or photographs were 
made at the time. The Air Force assumed at the time that Fields had incorrectly identified 

himself, and announced that 6 of the crew had been killed and four were missing. The rest of 
the story is confusing. The family of one of the crew was told that a ground crew had been 

inserted and that partial remains of one crew member had been recovered. Another family was 
advised that photographs of the crashsite existed. A photograph cif a captive airman having 

burn bandages on his hands was identified as being Fisher by his family. Rowley's family was 
informed of a secret intelligence report indicating that 8 of the crew had been captured, and 

http://www.angelfire.corn/a13/ronnie/story.html 	 6/24/00 
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that a controlled American source had witnessed them being tortured to death for their 
"crimes". A returned POW reported seeing Rowley in a propaganda film. Another returned 

POW stated that Fisher had been a POW. Although the Air Force would not allow family 
members to contact the only survivor, Fields, Fisher's son located him after 18 years. Fisher 
denied ever being in contact with any of the Killer jet escorts. It was not he who identified 

himself by radio to rescue forces. Apparently, at least some of the crew of Ad Lib survived to 
be captured in Laos, often called the "Black Hole" of the POW issue because of nearly 600 lost 
there, not a SINGLE man was released that had been held in Laos. The Pathet Lao stated on 
several occasions that they held prisoners, yet we never negotiated their freedom, and reports 
continue to be received that some of these men are still alive. The surviving crew members lost 

that day were abandoned by the country for which they bravely fought. 

http://www.angelfire.com/a13/ronnie/story.html 	 6/24/00 



Warlord io: 

The Lockheed AC130A Spectre gunship first made its appearance in Vietnam in 
late 1967. Because it was highly maneuverable at low speeds and could spend hours 
in an operatio mai area while delivering a precisely placed stream of withering fire on 
a target., it immediately proved its worth in combat. Within one year, all but three 
ACt 30A gu I ships were deployed to SEA. Those three aircraft remained in the US 

to train additioiall aircrews. The C130 was armed with 2 M61 Vulcan cannons 
mounted in the first half of the fuselage and could deliver a stream of accurate fire 

from each gun at a rate of 100 shells per second. It was usually used at half that rate 
to conserve ammunition. A pair of 40mm Bofors cannons were mounted at the aft 
section that could deliver a steady stream of 300 rounds of ammunition per minute. 

Some C130's were armed with 105mm Howitzers mounted in place of the rear 
Bofors cannons. 

On 22 April 1970, a AC130A spectre gunship, call sign "Ad  ,  lb 111," with its name 
"WARLORD" boldly scrawled across its side below and slightly behind the cockpit 
windows (tail number FT54-1625), departed Ubon Airbase or a "Commando Hunt" 

mission over the Ho Chi min Trail, Saravane Province, Laos. 
The aircrew was comprised of veteran pilot manager William Brooks, aircraft 

commander: 1st U. John C.Towle, pilot: Lt. Col. Charles S. Rowley, navigator; Lt. 
Coll. Charlie B. Davis, Navigator; major Donald Fisher, navigator; Master Sgt. 

Robert ?Ireland, flight engineer, then SSgt Thomas Adachi, aerial gunner; SSgt. 
Stephen Harris; aerial gu nerA 1 c Donald Lint, aerial gunner; SSgt Eugene Fields 
and SSgt. Ronnie Hensey, illuminator operator. They were conducting an armed 
recolurciaissanee mission over the extremely rugged jungle co-ered mountains near 
Ban Tang Lou, Laos. AdLib was joined near its destitation by two escort fighters, 
call signs "Killer 11" and "Killer 2" The weather was nearly perfect with visibility 

af two to five miles with some haze and a full moon. 
At approximately 0150 hours, a number of enemy 37mm anti-aircraft artillery shells 
burst around the aircraft. The gunship immediately initiated an attack against the 
AAA position. At 0159 hours, while in its fourth pass over tht target of nearly 7,500 

feet, the gunship was struck in the left lower rear section of the fuselage near the 
tail. Major Brooks radioed, "Vve been hit, babe." No further transmissions were 

heard from the crew while the aircraft was still airborne. 
During pull off from its own attack pass against the AAA emplacement, one of the 
fighter crew's observed the C130A on fire, but under control, moments later, Sgt. 
Fisher reported the fact over the intercom and heard Lt. Col Fisher report that he 
and his position were ok. Sgt. Fields and Sgt. Hensley attempted to extinguish the 
fire that was being fed by flammable flare markers. However, both men forced to 

retreat because of the intense heat and thick smoke. They coil Wed in the thick black 
smoke before Eugene Fields continued to feel his way forward to the right scanner 
window, Thomas Adachrs position. Finding the position empty, Fields snapped on 

an auxiliary parachute and exited through the open scanner window. 
Unfortunately while fighting he fire, Sgt fields became disconnected from the 

aircraft's intercom aid does not know if Major brooks issued a bail out command to 
the crew. 



As the aircraft descended in a shallow straight line, the intensity of the fire increased 
and burning pieces of the C130 were seen falling away from the gunship by their 
tighter escort. About five to ten seconds prior to aircraft contacting the ground, a 

large unidentified object, suspected to be the left wing, was seen to seperate from it. 
The aircraft exploded upon impact just east of a primary road and 2 miles 

northwest of a "Y" shaped road junction in densley forested mountains under total 
enemy control approximately 31 miles northwest of Chavane, 25 miles due west of 

the Laos/South Vietnamese border and 59 miles west-northwest of Kham Due, 
South Vietnam. From the time of initial emergency all to Impact, the aircraft 

remained airborne for roughly 90 seconds and covered almost 31/2 miles. 
After the gunship was hit, killer 1 reported seeing no crewmen exiting the crippled 
aircraft and no parachutes deploying, while Killer 2 reports the crew was bailing 
out. just before killer 1 departed the area to refuel from an airborne tanker, its 

crew heard one emergency beeper signal from the ground. killer 2 established voice 
contact with a crewman who identified himself as Adlib 12, Donald fisher's 

identifier. He reported that he had burns on his face and haads but was otherwise 
ok. Killer 2 left to refuel shortly thereafter and turned command control over to 

Covey 246, the Forward Air controller (FAC), who continued to monitor the 
situation. 

The following morning search and rescue (SAR) operations c )mmence shortly after 
daybreak. Adlib 111, Eugene Fields, was rescued shortly thereafter and treated for 
minor injuries. SAR efforts continued throughout the day for the rest of the crew. 
Because of the heavy enemy activity in the area, no ground search was possible. At 
the time formal search efforts were terminated, William Brooks, Ronnie Hensley, 

lobert Ireland, Stephen harris, Donald lint, Thomas Adachi, Charlie Davis, Donald 
fisher, John Towle and Charles Rowley were declared Missing in Action. 

From here the story becomes more confussed based on information provided to 
different families by the US government during the years b.Aore the war ended. 
I. One family was told that a ground team had been insertA into the crash site 

(date unknown) and had recovered the partial remains of otie of the crew, but no 
identity was ever provided to any of them. likewise, those reported remains were 

not identified nor returned to any of the families of men of this aircraft. 
2. another family was advised that photographs of the crash site existed, but none 

were provided to them or to any of the other ihmilies. 
3. The Fisher family was shown a photograph of a captive airman with burns on his 
hands. Each family member ridentEffied. that photo as Donald fisher. The air Force 
ASSUMED at the time of the incident that Eugene fields had incorrectly identified 

hirnsed to Killer 2 and dismissed the report of Adlib 12 being the one in contact. 
Major Fisher's son located Fields 18 years later and questioned him about that 

communication, Fields tole him that he, Fields, had not been in radio contact with 
anyone before being rescued, therefore it was not him, proving that at least one 

other man safely reached the ground. 
4. Charles Rowley's family was informed of a classified intelligence report 

indicating that 8 of the 10 crew members had been captured, and tortured to death 
for thier "crimes" yet no such report has been provided to them, or to any other 

families of the crew. 



En 1987 life Magazine published a recently taken photograpti of an american POW 
that had been smuggled out of Laos with the caption: "The mysterious Mr. oly" 
Col. 4.0wley 's family had that photograph a liallyzed and compared to precapture 
family photos by noted forensic experts. The results prove the man in the 1987 

photo is Charles Rowley. 
in 1993 the USG conducted a joint US-LAOS crash site excavation of the C130. To 

no one's surprise they found a few teeth and bone chips, and heralded this 
achievement as the successful recovery of all 10 crewmen. 

They also claim to have found a dogtag belonging to Col. Rowley. Since his dogtags 
were returned to his family with the rest of his personal possessions shortly after 
being shot down, the USG's discovery of his dogtags at the :he crash site is both 

miraculous and suspicious. The families of all the men aborad this aircraft 
requested that an independent examination be made, including DNA testing. The 

Pentagon's reply is very revealing, specific and sinister: "They cannot release 
remains to family dirembers unless the remains can be positively identified." Each 
family requested the remains that were attributed to their man be turned over to 

them. Each request was denied. 
The crew of the Adlib 11 flight are among nearly 600 America us who disappeared in 

Laos. many of these men were know to be alive on the ground. The Laotians 
admitted holding "tens of tens" of American POWS, but tt:ese men were never 
negotiated for either by direct negotiation between our countries or through the 

Paris Peace Accords which ended the war in Vietnam since, Laos was not a party to 
that agreement. 

On Nov. 8, 1995, a group burial of the unidentifiable co-mingled remains of the 
C130A spectre gunship crew was held at Arlington National Cemetery. 

While the USG considers these men to be "remains returned" the families do not. 
They ask that Americans continue to wear their men's POW/MIA bracelets and 

help them fight for an honorable accounting of them. 


