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MISSION NUMBER: 1--3-030-21 Apr TO

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 82 °

LOCATION: YC 6708
SAVES: One Combat (Sandy 1)

Ref: HNarrative by Capt Furst, JG 68, pickup of Sandy 03, 21 Apr TO.
Narrative by Lt Col Hegewald, JG 83, pickup of Cowpcke 18, 22 Apr TO.
Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 82, pickup of Spad 01, 22 Apr T0O.

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS:

1. (8) On 21 Apr TO, JG 82L and 83H were sent to Ch 89 as a backup force
for JG TTL and 68H, who had been launched to aid the 37 ARRSq forces en-
gaged in the SAR effort for Cowpoke 18 and Hostageman. JG 82 and 83 de-
parted Ch TO at 21/0410Z and arrived at Ch 89 at 21/0505Z. A%t 0605%Z,

while in an Intel briefing at Ch 89, JG 82 and 83 were launched to backup
JG 77 and 68, when the primary rescue helicopters from the 37 ARRSg RTBR'd
with maintenance problems. JG 82 and 83 were airborne at 0615Z. We joined
with Sandy 7 and 8 and were given an initial holding point of 270/20/T72.
Due to the weather in the area we revised it to 280/50/72, arriving there
at 21/07h0Z. During this second deployment, Sandy 1 was hit and ejected,
landing near the initial survivors.. At approximately OT45Z, I contacted
King 4 requesting fuel within the next hour. He instructed us to move to

a forward point of 100/56/T72 and told us to cross the route structure south
of Ch T2. We questioned this crossing point and were told to "standby".

We continued holding 280/30/72. As JG TT began a pickup attempt King U
told us to move closer. We again requested a crossing point and were again
told to "standby". We heard that JG 7T had been hit, and was going to Ch
7T with a wounded crewmember. Realizing that we would be immediately needed
we crossed at 037/23/72 on our own initiative, receiving no ground fire.
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We also heard that Sandy 3 had ejected and been picked up by JG 68. En-
route to our new holding point, both JG 82 and 83 air refueled with King
T. We were informed that we were the primary rescue helicopters and that
an attempt would be made upon our arrival. Therefore JG 82 took only &
2500 pound onload, as previous” computations, based on a L4000' pressure
altitude and 4O°C showed that an attempt with 3000 pounds of fuel would
give both a 6% power reserve and single engine capability. JG 83 took
King T's remaining available 5500 pounds of fuel. We arrived in the SAR
area at 0930Z and on the instructions of Sandy 5, Sandy T placed us in a
low altitude orbit, below the ridge lines, 2 to 3 miles south of the
survivors' positions. In this low orbit both aircraft received small
arms fire. JG 83 took & hit in the #1 engine fuel filter and was forced
to RTB Ch 77. He was accompained by Sandy 8. JG 21 and 33 (37 ARRSq)
remained to cover JG 82. Sandy 5 briefed all the SAR forces and at 10102
JG 82 started an attempt for Sandy 1. Under the direction of Sandy 7 and
5 JG 82 was moved directly to Sandy 1 general area. The survivor then
poped the night end of his flare and was immediately spotted by both pilots
and the hoist operator. Utilizing as low a hover as possible, JG 82 picked
Sandy 1 at 10207 taking only light and non-critical small asrms fire while
in the hover. As prebriefed, JG 82 egressed the area over. the same route
used for ingress with Sandy T escorting, while Sandy 5 directed JG 21 in
an attempt for the original survivors. As both JG 82 and Sandy 7 were
unfamilar with the area, some difficulty was experienced in finding a safe
exit route after passing the previous holding area and both aircraft were
fired on by both 23 and 3TMM AAA guns. We returned to our previous hold-
ing area and ask King b4 if a straight route to Ch. 7T was safe. King L
replied in the the affirmative and a direct course to Ch T7 was flown by
JG 82 with Sandy 7 still escorting. Air refueling was requested, but as
King 3 was standing by for immediate post attempt refueling wih the HH3Es
and our fuel was not critical, air refueling was not accomplished and JG
82 recovered at Ch 77, at 1115Z.

2. (U) The survivor was Sandy 1, Capt J.M. Dwyer, 411-66-9280, 601 S0Sq.
3. (U) The crewmembers of Jolly Green 82 were:

AC: Capt Thompson
CP: Msj Bleier
FE: ©SS8gt Hendrix
PJ: Bgt Caffery
PJ: ©Sgt McDonald

DONALD Y. THOMPSCN, Captain, USAF
Airecraft Commander, Jolly Green 82
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Narrative by Capt Thompson, JG 82, pickup of Sandy 1, 21 Apr TO.
Nerrative by Capt Furst, JG 82, pickup of Spad 1, 22 Apr TO.

DATE: 21, 22 April 1970

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-030-21 Apr T0

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS:

1. (8) Jolly Green 83L and 82H, under operational control of 37 ARRSq
and Queen, scrambled from Ch TT at 0237Z, 22 Apr 70. Weather at launch
was clear:; enroute, 8000' scattered culminus; survivor's area, T000'
scattered, 6 mi vis, haze. The initial holding point was 220/45/7T.

The final holding point was 103/58/72. JG 83's first attempt occurred

at 03457. The survivor's position became obscured in smoke as it drift-
ed south over the survivor due to light winds from the north. JG 83
received light ground fire during this attempt; however, due to rising
terrain and severe reduction of visibility, JG 83 egressed the area and
returned to the initial holding area. At 0500Z, JG 83 and 82 refueled
with King 4. JG 83 and 82 returned to the final helding point at approx-
imately 0530Z. The SAR area was in view approximately 3 miles north of
the final holding point. Cowpoke 18 could be seen flashing his survival
mirror on numerous occassions during the final holding. At 06172 phase
Alpha started. The survivor was at a pressure altitude of 3800' and 26°C
located approximately midpoint between four roads north, south, east and
west. The exact location was 30 meters north of a parachute in primary
grovwth jungle. The survivor was in secondary growth Just north on an up-
glope. As we approached the area the hoist operator's inberphone cord
became disconnected, causing considerable delay while in a hover. JG 83
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malntalned a hover 15 yards south of the survivor untll the pilot 51gh‘ea
same., Hoist operator regained interphone control and sighted survivor at
the same time. The pickup was completed at 0630%Z with approximately five
minutes in a hover. Cowpoke 18 had no visible injuries nor was he in
shock. Light ground fire was received during ingress and egress. Concen-
trated 23mm and 37mm gun implacements had been subdued by Strike forces,
napalm, smoke and CBU-19. Egress route (230) was the reciprocal of in-
bound, prior to egress Spad 01 had been hit, proceeded to a safe area and
ejected just SE of JG 82's holding point. JG 82 had Spad 01 in sight as
well as JG 83. JG 82 effected an immediate pickup with JG 83 as cover.

JG 83. JG 82 and Spad 02 RTB'd without further incident.

2. (U) The survivor was Cowpoke 18, Capt C.E. Hatch, USMC, VMO-2, MAG 11
3. (U) The crewmembers of Jolly Green 83 were:

AC: Lt Col Hegewald
CP: Capt Sattler
FE: ©Sgt Corcoran
PJ: Sgt Pambrun

PJ: Sgt Werber

)

TICHARD F. HEGEWALD, Lt Colonel, USAF
Aireraft Commander, Jolly Green 83
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ATTN Ot 22nd Sp Cp 56/it Col Viller (SAI

SUIJECT: loshage Man/Cowpoka 18 SAR Renori

70; NGO

1o A pxrtdally sveccnnlui Searcli and Nea micozion was conducted
on el - 22 Aprdl A270 for Nostnge jon/Cowpoke 18 front and hack

seal, oconpanta reshechively of a ¥Marine OV-10 whieh went dowhn at
C3172 aa a resnli of encwy peoundfire, The survivers were located .
at 0h0° for 60 MM oiff Ciwinnel 72, This repork:covers those active
itien related Yo thn Sandys/Spads during the rescue effort.

Ze At 03152, Spad 11 and 12, Caph Vrieuwzd and Lt Coleman were
cerdandlod to the SAR arvea ond mrived ab 03)5%. They set up hold-
dar; points Lo rocourens md remantal Lost movers 1o work the
enciyy gun positions with the loeal area FAC, Covey Ol. Radio
commanication wivh tho ourvivors was poor. At 0L20Z Spad 0% and 06,
Hojor DoTor and ¥aj Williams, were also seremoled to the arca. Ab
05307 Hostaza ian reported ecneimy activity in his'arca and Spads 11,
12, 0% and OB bezan pubing 20mm and CBU-25 within SO meters of both
furvivorsh Weithes pilot was more than 25 mebers from his chute

. Vbich provided food roforence points. The survivors reported hearing
imbomatic weapons lJive, b troop aciivity had ceased. At 06452, ,
Spad 11 and 12 were forced Yo RTD Yo DaNang for fMuwl leaving Spad @il
as On=Seene Comnanders At 07152, Sandy 01, 02, 03, aad O4 who had
sermabled Trom NP were in the O/ area ‘and Spad 05 began. briefing
saady OL preparatory Lo his assuming on-scene command. A4s ‘yot,
no picikup had been avienpied, since grovndfire was still quite heavye.

“osandy O1 locaved two ZPU guns, and as he marked the guns, Sandy Ol
was hivy by at least {three 37am projectiles. He had an immediate loss .
of contiol, sand the coclpit was enmulfed in flasies as the enpine quit.
Sancly 01 oxiracted ab 07237%. AL this $ime, Spad 05 had %o RTB to
DaNang for fuecl. : '

3+ Sandy 01, “dthousih subjected bo hoavy small axms fire while in bis
descent, mage a saf'o landing spprocinately 150 meters from the

othor two survivors. Spad 05 ook Saudy 02 oa his wing and dispatched
Sandyy 03 and 0l to eucors Jolly Greons 77 and 68 into the area for an
imnedicto atbemnl to piclwp Sandy 0OLs Spad 05 used the smoke available
and directed Sandyr 01 f0 wse his mirvor. Althoush Sandy 01 ‘did not
belleve his mirrer 40 be offeciive because of the sun angle and terrain
mAsking, bhe resene Jorecs stated it was very effective. Unfortunately
Hoshage Mon and Cowpoke 18 flashed thelr mirrors ab tho same %ime
eaigdng some confusion, Thic ceniusion camsed the Jolly to flounder ! -
in Lhe theeat arva ok an unnocessarily lone fime and as a result, -
the o oo hellcopbor was hid with rroundiire and a P wounded, Ab
- avouk o v tdno Saady 03 was dh and bogan trailing smoke. He
cxitod tiwr acn bo the soubh aceompanied by Sandy 02 and Ob.. Sandy 03::
wag ablo to sty with his)aiveraltu witil reaching, a rolatively safe
wan and axtracted at. 07582 A% this.tine the rescue. force was in a.




shape of disovey fand bhe probiaon Socdee componided With tvo mere ure
vivoes on bhio eronnge  Gasd Y divechod oo hr fircon 6O 10 Sandy 03 who

hod Tamdd in owadal decp wobest Booa emeks e was nafoly picked wp ab

G Z4e  Spad O was erildendly shovl of fund snd enlled Sandy 05 :a.n’oo

Bl wren o reliove hie as Ghi=iecong Comsangars CVaile tryiag te poiad

Lhe locabion of Sandy 01 whoso chulo had boon blewa from the 4ra0s on

the aborbive rosene -Il.IfJﬂipl- Gpad 05 was Lit by a 12.7mm API round vhich®
cxploded Ln the cockpitbe. Gpad 05 dmaodiabdéldy withdrow and recovored safely
alt Dallane,

Le Candy 05, Yhj Mocting and Sandy 06, .'t #iller, found Sandy 01 and 4he
opizinal survivors in aa mrea of heavy prowlkn bhab was surrounded by roads.
The distanco to the ronds varied from ong=half to one ldlometus. All the .
roads woero hoavily delonded Ly oeeapona .mc;? iding 3'wm, 23mm, lis.Sm, 12, Tmm,
Guad Yilin, auhkomadice wannons and wmmr'nnr.‘ "mandl armg. o The most honvil'y
d(‘.f-‘}nt?(‘,r] areny wore Lo bha norbh, ench, and wesh. The couthern road was
e Zeash hoavidy defonrded o thos allovded Gho galest direction far tho
pheip approachs  Sandy 05 had previeasly pinpointed the location of J
Hogtage Fan ond Cowpoke 18 [rom mirror signals, but ho otill did not have .
an exact position on Sandy Ol. Ry walcd ny dow pasces over the sea and '
.n*.,nl.aa nine radio commminicabion wilh Sandy 01, Sandy 05 was able to i
shablish his position, loente several gmuus wu:z.cn he had ‘a Covey FAC work
vith fast mover stwrikeus, mnd swrvoy li.’ct*.w ineress routes for the Jolly
Greens. Sandy 05 brou:mt the rescue holi co*)t.t.rs with Sandy ‘escorts into
an arca relativoly closa 4o the survivors' thus permitting them to observe
the proceadings. While poinfiilng out the ingress route to Sandy 07, Sandy
05ts aireralt was hit by 'n»,“w pronnd{ire cavsing a houd explosion. Sandy
06 spotted the gun which had na.i. Sandy 09, and 05 and 06 proceeded to
silence the guns. Sandy 0“ fdirected strikes along the ingress and egress
routes, “hen Lrought tho Simoke and Speeial stores aircrall in for the
piciup brrieflinz. HWis plan was to lay smokas along the roads to the north,
wost, @l east masking the survivors and the approach route from the enemy
Gefonsen. Sandy 05 marked the area wihdch he wanbted masked with smoke
rockots. The nlan was for Sandy 05.and 07 4o leac in Jolly Green 02 for a
pickup of Sandy 01, Spad 11, who had relaunched from DaNang and was familiar
with the location of the (V=10 survivors, was Yo bring in Jolly Green 63 -
for a doable pickupn onco Sandy OL was oub. Tho smoke screen wus perfect, and
Sandy 04, 06, and 07 set up a protective daisy chain around Jolly Green 82.
At this bime Sandy 05's aircraly was azain hith by a riople of *ruunrl fire
a“m;,z.n{ somo of his radio equipment; howover, the pickup was successful and
Sandy 01 was rescucd abt 1025%. Dy this timo tho smolte sareen had drifted over”
Hostage Man and Cowpoikke 16, and +ho cccond ! Jolly Green, unable vo visually
agguiro the narvivers pﬁs:t'} on, wan forcod o withdraw, Darkness was how -
' :('nT,‘HdLJ' approaching, and altihouzih he was ko bingo fuel, Sandy 05 recognir-ad
at if a reacno wag going to be succesafml, it would have to bo attempted
imedif&#;r? e Daly thwough use of posidtion liphts were the aircrafd able to
majnbain ¥ ot conbned in the fading light. ALl hongh TOS0Urces were now
Limitvod, S.v.i " fell dhat darkness wmigat .prondo bne necassary shield, so
v r:,allud in .r'.-"i, - Gireen 70, bug tha ground fire was too intense; the heli=
o wag hit fiel withdeow with ona crownsmber wounhded, Sandy .05 and 06, !
¢ lly shori of fuel rocovered at DaN-mg while Sandy 09 and 10 escorted -
“the 1 copters homes ’
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S¢ In thu intevest off elavciby a eheonolopical. soquonce of eventa ia
provided 4o this poinbe

Q374 = Vantago wnm/Goupokn IR repozdnd doinie

0357 = Spad 31 Ou=Sgonn Comtuoidor ne attenpioed piclkupe

OONSY = Spad 05 On=ierna Commrndar, * %

07234 = Hamdy OL Wit nod exhraehod, '

01507 = Gpad 05 abttemplod picknp of Saedy O, . Jolly Groon hit, PJ

wonded = wnsmecesi M.

C 07532 ~ Sandy 03 hib and extrackaed,

03087 = Spad 05 with Jolly Green 68 roscund Sandy 03.

001CZ = Spad 05 hit, BIBIA Dallang,

031CZ = Sandy 05 On=Sernn Commandnr, - |

JO257 = Bandy 05 with Jolly Groen 82 roscued Sandy Ol. i
10302 = Rescuo attompt lox Hoshape ¥an/Coupoke 18 aborted.

10hE2 (Approximate) = Sandy 05 and J olly Green 70 attempted pickup

of OV=~l0 crow. JaGe 70 hit and withdrew.-
"1050% (Approximate) = All forces RNTD. .@
6. The status of the A=1 forces at tho end 'o'i‘ltha first day, 21 April
was as follows: ‘ ; x '

SORTIES | o E

GENCRATED | FLOWN ¢

L R R e V2V

. . 10SSES

Sandy ol Aoft 336 - szdx 03 Acft 070
| BATTLE DAMAGE | |
Sandy Ol Acft 2;86 | _ Sandy 05 Acft 257 ' Sp_a.d 05 Acft 779
(J.G. 77 or 68 W/1 VLA J.3: 70 ;Ew/nm) |

NKP SORTIFS RECOVERED AT DANANG
i
Sandy 02 ‘ Sandy 05 ' Sandy 07
Sandy Ol . Sandy 06 | , Sandy 08

7. Shoruly after the final piclop abtempt the forces RTBA and the
snivivers wore beddod down for tho might. | “Isnning for a first Jight
effory began, with tho Sandy rolo to be played by the Spads and the

Sandys “ho had recovored at Daang with support forces to be furnished from
NiPe The Initisk requiroment was fop eigit Grubby, later reduced to four,
and fou® Smoin siverafy to bo on scono ab ii‘irs‘r. light. No rdquirement was
“vied on -tho Lowir LOW for Strike aiverafi. f SN




fe  Spad 11y T4 Colonel Wold, Hpad 12, T4 Bionchard, Gpad 0), Caph
Fripnbid, aned doond 02, Voo VU dams aerived on seenn ab 22302 onllyr

Lo Find bho waskhor overeiihe  Taberal bhony 1'.¢rho conenst wis ostbablishod
Cwith bokl survivews. AL 01307 Ehe Spads wave foveed $o RTD for fucl, and
Canblyy 1) -3’1 alno JWitvl o Chonael, 8% withonl rpr‘nrh nre  Smoke 21=2)

az well o Samdys OL=0l had beon diverkod Lo work tho Adlib SAR and wore
wucoags e’ lo rocovnpeing tha one marviver, Tha Adlib SAR 45 covored in a
seperabe renort, Lat i3 montioned hore, becanuce of the divorslon of somo
of the resoanrees that had prﬁv.tmm'l,y hoon nllocated to the Hostage Man/
Cowpoke 18 SAlt,

7. Spaa G2, Gapt Hanna and Spad 10 Look on=scene command abt 0130%Z. The
weather by Lhis dimo woas LSO seablored Lo broken with somo rainzhowers

in Ghe arone  Gpad 09 was abic Lo establish 1ddio contact with Cowpoke 18
Lub net with losbapre Fane Coupoke 10 reporbed heoring an cnemy patool to

the southwest,; so fast wover shuilkes wore pub: in by Covey 253 and 297

arovnd the survivors The Lnné wovers were nol picking uwp ground firo, and
‘Spad 09 nade a number of low pasues through ihe arca unopposede Spad 09

then decided to attemmt a pickup and propared and briefed his forces.

Smoka 25, 26, and 27 laid tho smoke screon' and Spad 09 took Jolly Green 83 .
in for the pickup attempts The Jolly was & little late and the smoke \
began to drifv over the survivors. AL 4his point the Jolly became confused
and mado a wrong turn losing precious timo. {JG 83 thought he was hit, lost *
the survivor in the smolke and withdrew. The IGruhny flight s 36~38, had
reached bingo {fuel and wore unavaa.lable for ‘bhe pickup a‘c.tempt.

.l-.E'.:]'.I_

10, A% 04207 Spads 1), 12, 01, and 02 witn 'uhta crews who had ‘b@cn on s
cceng ab Mirst Light' arrived in Lhe SAR a*c.‘ and Spad 11 assumed

on-gcenc commands From 0135% to 06057, Covey 297 put in fast movers with

napen, high drags, and CBU-2ly on the gun positions. In addition to the

Spads, Smoke Gl=6L, Grubby 4l, 42, rhs,uhé and Jolly Gresns 82/83 were in

ilie arca. WNail 57, carrying a swrvival pnc‘cngo was also presenbs Spad 11

had tho Saokes exoenbo followed by tho CGiubly then voctored Jolly Green 83

in for tho successful rescuo of Cowpolko 18 Bt approximately 0630%Z. During

the pmlmp Spad 0L was hit in the ripght wing by 23mm and caught {iro. He
oxtracved at 06L5Z aud was fmmodiately picled up by Jolly Green 82. Spad 12

- had taken a hit dn hic engiae and Spad 11 egcorted him back to DaNang, Spad 02
cscorted Jolly Greens 82 and 83 back to Dm\anfr alsos . There was nc further .

contact vith Hostago Man, and Cowpolo 18 roported uhat ho had probably been *
found by the onamy patirol. F

1l. Tho chronological sequence of avents for the final day of the SAR,
22 April, is as follows: ‘
22307 = Spad 11 On=Scone Commander, no pickup attempt due +o wea’c.her.
01207 = Spad 09 repla.cefl Spad A1 as Od-~Scone Commander. Attempted p:l.ckup
ni‘ Cownoke A& but avorted c.‘mnil,o simoxe ouscuration.

OL20%Z = . :td 11 reliovad Spad 09 as On=Scer » Commander. ~ {.i
06302 = Uio! 1% and Jolly Grooa 83 sugcossivlly rascued Cowpoke 10, i
GATQ7 - .-1 -' i and Spad 12 teok babule damage.
#{’ = Spad L oxbrantod and was i».upamua"..y ropound by Jolly Green 82,

L

ALl forcos PTG asguning Hos ‘..Ihpo Ma.n hnd boon found, by the onomy. '
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SORVITES
CRITIATED T
LT(92) (3 a/A) - LT (L A/A
‘ 105555

Spad OL Aircraft 015
(3)

RATTTE DAMNAGH

Spad 12 Aiveralt 730

‘ (1)
N:® AIRCRATT RECOVAERFD AT DANANG/UEON

ey
N
I

Spad 13/1k

13. Soveral problems wero noted on this SAR. Sorc are recurring and
sone ara OCWe

Giubby L1/12/L5/L6 Swolca 63/64

a. FINST-LIGHD SORTIES. It has been tho practice for first light
SARS to cznd Smoke and Grubly aireraft into the SAR area at first light
ovon thouga the olffort may have been heavily opposcd on the previous day.
T4 should be recognized on probracted SARS Yhat there ore several hours
of softening defenses vequired afior fivst light before a pickup may be _
attempted. Invaribly the Swoke and Orubby airveralt RTB without expending..
This causes an unnecessary drain on ailrveraft and crows. '

NECOIEENDATION. On those SARS which are opposed and run into
Tirst lisht efforts, Smoke and Gaubby aircraft should be put on alert ab
first light. The On=Sceno Commander should anticipate the time he plans
o altempt a piclkup and should advise {ing, who in turn should relay to
the 56t SOW so that the support aireraft may be launched in sufficiont
4img. This does not apply for SARs which bozin during the night and enemy
dofenscs sre unknowa. Ia those cases tho support forces should Le ia place
at first~light or shorily theraafier for a quick pick up, if possible. '

b. RINUIRFIENT TO RTE TO WkP. In the case waere Spad 09 attempled a
viclwp on °7 April, ho did nob have the uso of tho Grubby flight since
thoy had bevn Lold o RTB to Channel 09.

-

JCOM i EDATION, For thoso SARs coaduciod at placeg far removed

& e 0880, considomition shovld be given 4o recovering forces at the
new. mitable vase wilh torn arcund capauility. Facllities at the
furn - - base should bo prodetormined and prearrangbd.  This procedure

+in1d vau 1 4imo on stabion and tims reduce the mumber of sorties required
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along Lhe proposed ingress/egress route of the Jolly. He turned
over command to Sandy 15 at approximately 1330L. Most of the guns
had been silenced by then, and Sandys 09 and 15 agreed that a pick-
up should be attempted. Sandy 15 moved the support forces close-
in to the south where they could observe the area while being briefed
on the proposed plan. All forces having been briefed, the command
to execute was given. The smoke birds laid their screens very
well aqd Alpha popped his smoke on command. The Jolly picked him
up and as Alpha;?ent up the penetrator, Bravo popped his smoke and
Jolly moved directly to him and picked’'him up also. The egress
was uneven?tul.

9/
(5) A partially successful Search and Rescue mission was con-

ducted on 21-22 April 1970 for Hostage Man/Cowpoke 18, front and back
seat occupants respectively of a Marine OV-10. The aircraft went
down at O800L as a result of enemy ground fire, and the survivors
were located at OLO degrees, 60 NM off Channel 72.

(8) A O815L, Spads 11 and 12 were scrambled to the SAR
area. After arriving at O845L,they set up holding points for
rescurces and requested fast movers to work the enemy guns with
the local area FAC, Covey O4. Radio communication with the sur-
vivors was poor. At 0920L Spads 05 and 06 were also scrambled
to the area.

(8) At 1230L, Hostage Man reported enemy activity in his area.

Spads 11, 12, 05 and 06 began putting 20mm and CBU-24 within 50

16
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meters of both survivors. The chutes providsd good reference
points and troop activity ceased, although some automatic
weapons fire was heard.

(s) %gﬁdy forces from NKP began to replace the Spads as the
day wore on. Sandy Of located two ZFU's. While in a marking pass,
he was hit by at least three rounds of 37mm. He suffered an im-
mediate loss of control and extracted at 1423L as the cockpit
hecame.engulfed in flames and the engine quit.

(S) As Sandy O1 landed safely within 150 meters of the two
original survivors, an immediate rescue attempt was initiated.
Sandys 03 and Ok escorted a Jolly Green to Sandy O1's position,
while Spad 05 used the available smoke. Sandy O1 was instructed to
flash his mirror, but as the helicopter approached, the other two
survivors also flashed, and in the ensuing confusion the Jolly
was hit and a PJ wounded. Sandy 03 was also hit, and departed the
area trailing smoke. He was able to stay with his aircraft until
r-aching a relatively saf~ area, at which time he extracted. He
was quickly recovered from waiat desn water in a swall stream.

(s) sandys 05 and 06 then resumed the suprression of enemy
positions, trolling the area in a serizs of low passes, The sur-
vivors were pinpointed and the rescue helicopters and thgir escorts
were brought into the immediate area to facilitate ori.ntation
and coordination. Sandy C5 decided to mask both the survivors

and the ingress/egress route with smcks, and to attempt the
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pick=-up o1 both Sandy O1 and the OV~10 crew, The smoke screen
was perfect and Jolly Green 82 ran in to pick up Sandy 01, while
Sandys 05, 06 and 07 flew a protective dalsy chain, As the second
Jolly Green ran in, the smoke drifted over Hostage Man amd Cowpoke
18, obscuring their positions and the helicopter was forced to
withdraw,

11/

(S) Sandy 05 had been battle-damaged several times, but with
the approach of darkness he decided to make a last attempt to ex-
tract the OV-10 crew. Jolly Green 70 was called in, but the ground

fj:;_-e was too intense and the helicopter was _drivan off tfithl_ona
cx-émmber' wounded. Critical fuel shortages compelled Sandys 05
and 06 to recover at DaNang, while Sandys 09 and 10 escorted the
helicopters hone,

(8) Shortly after this final pick-up attempt, the remainder
of the SAR force returned to base. The survivors had been bedded
down for the night.

(8) The most heavily defended enemy areas werc to the north,
east and west of the survivors' positions. The southern road was
the l;aast, heavily defended and thus seemed to afford the safest
direction for a renewed pick-up approach,

(S) Due to an overcast on the morning of the 22nd, several

flights of A-1's returned to base without expending. One smoke flight
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and two flights of Sandys were diverted to the Ad Lib 5AR. Spad
09 arrived on-scene at 0830L, and after assessing the enemy fire
directed at fast mover strike aircraft, decided that the area
was pemissive enough to attempt a rescue. A smoke screen was
laid, but the Jolly Green was late starting his run-in. The smoke
drifted over the survivor, obscuring his position and making the
attempt abortive,

(S) At 0920L, Spads 11, 12, 01 and 02, with the crews who
had been on—scem; at first light, arrived in the SAR area. Spad 11
assumed On-Scene Command. From 0935L to 1105L, Covey 297 put
fast moveré in on the enemy gun positions with napes, high drags
and CBU-24. In adaition to the Spads, Smokes 61 and 64, Grubbys
41, 42, 45 and 46, and Jolly Greens 82 and 83 were in the area,
N:il §7 was also present, carrying o survival package. Spad 11
had the Smoke flight execute, followed by the Grubbys, and then
vectored in Jolly Green 22 for the successful rescue of Cowpoke
18. Spad O1 was hit by AA fire during the pick-up and extfacted.
lie was recovered by Jolly Green 82, Spad 12 also received battle
lamage during the rescue, but was able to recover successfully
at DaMang.

12/

(3) There was no further contact with Hostage Man, and

Cowpoke 18 reported that he had pribably been found by an enemy

patrol.
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Buff crew involved in the pick up of Cowpoke

18 on 22 April. Standing from the lefts Capt

D. H. Sattler (CP); Lt Col R. F. Hegewald (AC);

Sgt J. E. Corcoran (PE). Kneeling from the left:
TSgt R. H. Pambrun (PJ) and Sgt W. A. Werber Jr, (PJ)

FlLe = 2APR 0
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The two days of 21 and 22 April proved to be the most pro-
ductive during the three month period as five combat saves were
recorded. The mission began in search of Cowpoke 18 and Hostage
Man (the front and back seater of a Marine OV-10). However,
before the mission was completed, rescues were recorded on two
Sandys (A-1E), one Spad (A-~1E), as well as Cowpoke 18.13

In unrelated action the 4Oth chalked up its fifth save of
the day and the unit's 100th save overall when Jolly Green 72
rescued the only surviving crewmember of Adlib 12 (AC-130) at
070/23/72%h When hoisted aboard, the 100th save was in ahéck
and suffering from burns about the face and hands. He received
immediate medical attention from the pararescuemen on the Jolly
Green, and was returned to the medical facilities at Danang AB,

X
RVN.S

The back seater of an F-4 crew became the sixth non-

combat save when his aircraft was forced down at 170/59/70 on
16
25 April. The Jolly Green crew landed in a large rice paddy near

the survivor in ordef that medical attention could be given to

the survivor's cuts, burns, and possible broken elbow. The crew

and the injured pilot returned to Udorn without further incident%?
On 8 May a Nail (OV-10) pilot was plucked from the trees at

1616N 10626E. Sandy aircraft sterilized the area as a precaut-

ionary measure before the Buff crew moved in and lowered the pene-

trator to the dangling pilot. The pilot was recovered and found
18

to have no injuries. w GROUP 4

o Downgraded at 3 Year
intervals: daclagsified

E
12 wenrs

= e
i e

DECLASSIFIED


DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


