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DATE: 21 APR 70 	 -111:1M111n25 April 1970 

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-030-21 APR 70 (Part # 2) 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: lam  Irt , Doviorr-) ,  n r) TO A  A, 

 • 	r 	CONFI DENTIN_  
(S) LOCATION: VC 705056 	IAA/ EX,ORDER 11:52 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOSTAGE NAN (0V-10) SANDY 01 (A-1E) 
SANDY 03 (A-1E) 

SAVES: 2 Combat (Sandy 01 - 1 save, Sandy 03 - 1 save) 

1. (C) At 0445 King 6 arrived on the SAR - scehe-and WaSIbriefed 
by larig 4:-  The doWned pilots , Vere . Hostage Nan and-CoWpOke 18. 
The On-Scene Commander was Spacill. The SAR resotiroeS'immediately 
available were Spad 11-& 12,-Spad 05 & - 06 wild-were escortinA Jolly 
Green 21 & 22. Smoke and Grubby were on orderiiiit'of - Ch 89. Sandy 

3,'4- and -Jolly Green 77- & 68 hadsbeenlauftched ott - of'Ch 89. 
Covey 214 was working Strike aircraft on known gun positions. At 
0455 King 6 assumed Airborne Mission Command from King 4. 

2. - (U) The weather in the recovery area was excellent.' The altitude 
of the survivors was reevaluated and it was determined:that it Was 
somewhere around 3800 feet with a temperature of 250 C. The Big 
Jollys were moVed to a hOlding point closer to the SAR'incase they 
had to be used. -King Twas airborne and available as tanker. Spad 
11 confirmed positions - of bOth survivors by the use of - mirrors at 
0600, After refueling, Jolly Green 22 developed hydraulic problems 
and was escorted back to Ch 77 by Jolly Green 21 and Sandy 1 & 2. 
Two more Jolly Greens were requested from Ch 77. Jolly Green 21 
was paired with Jolly Green 33 and returned to the SAR scene. At 
0655 Sandy 5, 6, 7, 8 and Jolly Green 82 & 83 were launched out of 
Ch 89. 

3. (C) At 0700 Spad 11 briefed Spad 05 and Spad 05 was appointed 
On-Scene Commander. By 0720 Grubby 41 flight and Smoke 21 flight 
had checked in. Covey 239 had replaced Covey 219 and was continu-
ing to put strikes in. 0725 Spad 05 was briefing Sandy 01 on 
survivors positions in preparation for an attempted pick up: 
Sandy 01 took intense ground fire and bailed out close to the 
position of the other survivors. At 0730 Spad 06 had to RTB for 
fuel. Sandy 02 was joined with Spad 05. Sandy 01 reported he 
was in good condition. 

4. (C) At 0750 Spad 05 orginized Sandy 3 & 4, Spad 05, Sandy 02 
and Jolly Green 77 & 68 for a quick pick up attempt on Sandy 01. 
In the attempted pickup Jolly Green 77 had to Pull - off due to 
heavy are with a wounded P.J. Sandy 03 took heavy battle damage 
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DEC 19:1'. SS 1 F 1 ED 	s:401:044akti. I 
and called Mayday as Sandy 05. Sandy 03 headed for the jolly 
Green orbit point and then had to bail out. Jolly Green 68 and 
Sandy 02 had Sandy 03 in sight with a good chute. Jolly Green 68 
made the pick up on Sandy 03, at 0805. Jolly Green 77 was 
directed to head for Ch 77 with his wounded man and he then 
reported a chip lite. A Redeye intercepted and escorted Jolly 
Green 77 to Ch 77. Sandy 4, who was close to bingo escorted 
Jolly Green 68, with Sandy 3 on board back to Ch 77. Spad 05 brief-
ed Sandy 05 on what had happened. 

5. (C) Sandy 05 was appointed On-Scene Commander 0820 after 
receiving briefing from Spad 05. Spad 05 and Sandy 02 RTE Ch 77. 
Spad 05 had taken a hit, there was no apparent damage. Covey 517 
replaced Covey 239 and continued to put strikes in against guns 
in the area. Grubby 41 flight was replaced by Grubby 45 flight. 
Smoke 25 flight arrived and Smoke 23 & 24 RTB Ch 89 bingo. Jolly 
Green 21, 33, 82 & 83 were on station with Sandy 7848. At 0901 
Sandy 05 made comm check with all survivors, all in good shape. 
Jolly Green 83 received a hit in the holding area at 0938 and had 
to be taken to Ch 77 by Sandy 7 & 8. Spad 11 & 12 brought Jolly 
Green 21 33 & 82 in close for preparation for a pickup of all 
survivors. 

6. (U) At 0947 Gunfighter 36 called Mayday for his wingman, 
Gunfighter 35, who had sustained battle damage. His first solid 
position was fixed at 21 0/35/77. Jolly Green 07 & 35 were 
launched to cover the Gunfighters and the problem was turned over 
to King 2. 

7. (C) At 1006 Sandy 05 began briefing for pickup attempts. All 
three Jollys were to be used with 82 attempting pickup on Sandy 01, 
Jolly 21 on Hostage Nan and Jolly 33 on Cowpoke 18. The two birds 
not involved in the pickup were to act as high birds. At 1016 
Sandy 05 had the Smoke and Grubby aircraft lay their ordnance. The 
Jolly Greens moved in at 1020. Sandy 01 was picked up at 1025. 
Jolly Green 21 moved in under the smoke and attempted to locate 
either Hostage Nan or Cowpoke 18. The smoke was carried by about 
a 7 knot wind and severely reduced the visibility. Jolly Green 21 
spent several minutes under the smoke screen, but was unable to 
locate either survivor and had to pull off for a later attempt. 

8. (S) At 1055 Jolly Green 33 developed transmission problems 
and had to RTB Ch 77. Jolly Green 21 escorted 33. Jolly Green 
07 &35 were on scene with Sandy 9 & 10 and Spad 11 & 12. All 
other SAR resources had RTBsd bingo or winchester. Covey 239 
continued to put in strikes. Sandy 05 went out to bring the 
Jollys into the area while Sandy 06 put in Warhawk 31, 32, 41, 42 
and Lovebug 229 with Blu 52, Jolly Green 82 RTB 77. 

9. (C) The final rescue attempt of the evening was made at 1125. 
Jolly Green 07 took heavy fire and had to pull off with battle 
damage and one wound. u s 	Jolly Green 07 & ...- .- - - .0 -. 
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back - to Ch 77 by' Sandy 9 & 10 'who then returned to- Ch 89: Sandy - 
5 & 6 and Sped 11 & 12 RTBId to Ch 77. King 7 was TBid after the 
Jollys were back at Ch 77. 

10. (U) King 6 attempted to contact Hostage Nan and Cowpoke 18 
on Guard with no 'results. Wolf 014. reported to King . 6 that he had 
received a transmission from Hostage Nan saying he was'beddihg 
down for 'thenight and would be up at sunrise. Covey 544 replaced 
Covey 239'and- was to remain on station until he was replaced. 	" 
Queen provided a lineup of FACs that would be on station all night: 
King 6 briefed Covey 544 on his replacement and King 6 RTB'd Ch 83. 

11. (C) King 7 handled all refueling of the Jolly Greens. King 7 
bade nine Operational refuelings off loading a total of 26,900 " 
pounds of fuel; King 7 was subject to - ground fire while"refueling 
Jolly Green 21. Sandy 9 & 10 and Jolly Green 33 were escorting 
at this time. The refuelings were scheduled by King 6; but all 
coordination was handled between the Jollys and King 7. King 7 
also was extremely valuable in helping Skit aircraft returning' 
from the scene with battle damage. King 7 had to land at Ch 77 to 
refuel and received excellent support. The total time off station 
for King 7 was 75 minutes. 

12. (U) REMARKS: 

a. (U) The support for this SAR effort was outstanding. The 
availability of resources was exceptional. Big Control waS up on 
Panama discrete frequency and provided much needed support. As 1 
later learned, the strike frequency just happened to coincide with 
Lovebug Control's frequency. The FAC just had to mention he needed 
a type of ordnance and it was on the way. This led to a minor 
problem in that all strike aircraft did not check in with King 
but directly to the FAC. However, this was more than made up for " 
by the ouick response and proper ordnance delivered by the Lovebugs. 

b. (U) Panama did an outstanding job. They not only performed 
their normal rule of providing aircraft with routing to and from ' 
the SAR scene, traffic separation by altitude, and radar advisery, 
but also coordinated with DASK for a clear radial from Ch 77 to the 
SAR scene. 

c. (U) The efforts of all the SAR forces were excellent. JollY 
Green 68 & 21 did an exceptional job under very hazardous conditions. 

13. (C) RESOURCES: 

SAR FORCES 	 FAC ' 
Spad 11 & 12, 05 & 06 	 Covey 21b, 219, 239, 517, 544 
Sandy 01 thru 10 - 	 Hostage 6 

Misty 13 
Playboy 

Smoke 21 thru 28 	 Speedy 15 	 ,. 	, 
Grukla . it  . i.  r le _ 	, .. 4.,  .,.. 
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Jolly Green 21 & 33; 77 & 68 
82 & 83, 07 & 35 
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MISSION NUMBER 
BJECT TO GE.17—E,s3AL DECLASSIFIIATION 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 4 sCiaDJLE OF EZECLITIvE CRDER 11652 

AUTOMATICA_IY DOM:IC:RADE:0 AT TWO 
LOCATION: IC 705056 	 YEAR INTERVAL.S. ))1   • m 

ilDECLASsIFIKo ON 	  
DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOSTAGE NN (0V-10) 	e.e 6  or 6.(0V-10) 

111  All91*-1P417)FDl 
SAVES: None 	

e 

	

C°NFI ncvil 	o),/L1 
PA g 	ap r 1. (U) King 4 was assigned a first lightInffort- Dft um.mo,stargRNiti -52 

mission. This mission had been run bv - King 4 and King 6 the previous 
day. The weather at day break was very unfavorable for a recovery 
attempt with 500 ft ceiling and low visability. 

2. (U) Previously designated SAR forces were airborne and on 
station at day break as were controling FACs and numerous fast 
movers. A special operating GCI frequency had been set up with 
Panama and the controler was throughly familiar with holding areas 
for fast movers and other general aspects of the mission. 

3. (U) At 2238Z Covey 286, the PAC OSC, established voice contact 
with Hostage Nan, At that time both he and Cowpoke 18 were reported 
in good condition. The weather showed little sign of improvement 
and Sandy 09, On-Scene Commander, suggested at 2300Z that fast 
movers be diverted to other missions until weather improved. 

4. (U) At 2315Z Covey 219, another participating FAC, advised the 
weather was unlikely to improve before 2345Z and reaffirmed that 
fastmovers should be diverted. At 2345 the new estimated break in 
weather was mid-morning. Covey 219 suggested that slow movers 
might be used but spad 09 rejected this due to known concentrations 
of AAA. Everything had to wait for some improvement in weather. 

5. (U) Radio transmissions from survivors were weak and getting 
weaker. An air resupply kit was ordered. Nail 57 was scrambled 
from Channel 89, ETA to BAR 0325Z. 

6. (U) Covey 286 was having TACAN trouble and at 0035 he RTB giving 
the FAQ OSC to Covey 219, who was followed by Covey 2532  and finally 
by Covey 297. 

7. (U) Shortly after 0200Z the weather finally opened up. The 
survivorst positions, as well as AAA positions, were pin-pointed 
and fast movers were directed in on targets. 

8. (8) Grubby flight had to RTB for fuel at 0220Z: Additional 
Grubby was enroute. (Grubby 41, 42, 45, 46) 	622L-2 l 9  4-2-  3 A-9-).9-- /33L, 
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FM (expended) 	 (available) 

Litter 01 & 02,'36 84. 37 - 
Lovebug 219 (2); 229 ( 2), 

205 (2) 2 '211 (2) 
Cobra 09, 10, 05, 06 
Tide 31 & 32 
Warhawk 31 &"32, 41 & 42 
Falcon 61 & 62 
Metric - 1 thru 4 
Saber 1 & 2 

14. (U) Cremmembers: 

Litter 03 & 04 
Dusty 24 & 25 
Fleet 74 & 75 
Blade 05 & 06 
Gunfighter (2) 

KING 6 KING 7 

AM.C/AC CPT BADGER AC MAJ COUGBRAN 
CP MAJ JONES OP MAJ POWELL 

CPT SEEGER MAJ STOFFEL 
RO AlC CONLON RO SSG STARKEY 
FE TSG MATHEWS FE TSG BRANNAN 
FE TSG RAPER FE MSG MARTEL 
LM TSG SWANEY LM TSG CORNELL 

44416 

ROBERT C. BADGER, Captain, USAF 
Airborne Mission Commander/Aircraft Commander 

— 	  
4 .0°' 6 r.-4.01M010.7 

....:6.4Wribt:": - - -...or,!4&■_-----  ' 
...._, 

1—C--:"4 :161  	. 	— 
DECL.I,S& A Elk 	

,„_, 
-- 	— y 



21 April 1970 

Cow RK 	IP OV40A 15542S VMO-2, MAG -11 USMC, Da Nang 
Maj Eugene Lacy Wheeler (KfA) 
Capt Charles E Hatch (survived) 

In addition to its role as an F AC and dose air support aircraft, the 
Bronco carried cameras that gave it a photographic reconnais-
sance capability, Mai Wheeler and Capt Hatch were taking pho-
tographs of a road near the border between South ViVAILIITI and 
Laos about 12 miles west of Khatn Due when they were shot 
down. Flying at about 1,000 feet the aircraft was hit in the rear 
fuselage by either 37min or 57mm MA and caught tire. The crew 
ejected and Capt Hatch was recovered the next morning by heli-
copter but although Mai Wheeler was in voice contact with the 
rescue forces he‘sras not recovered. It was assumed he had been 
killed by an enemy patrol that he reported was closing in on his 
position. Mal Wheeler had only started his tour of duty with 
VM0-2 the day before he was shot down. 

soNDN-1 1 	A-111 52-135336 22 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, Nakhon Pha.nom 
Capt j M Dyer (survived) 

A - 1) 52 - 142070 602 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, Nakhon Phanotn 
Maj C E Whinery (survived) 

About four hours after Mai Wheeler's 01-10 was shot down west 
of KA= Duc two USAF Skraiders flying RESCAP during the 
search for the aircrew were also shot down. Capt Dyer was mak-
ing his second pass over an enemy position just west of where the 
Bronco went, dovat when the aircraft was hit W 23rnm AAA. c.apt 
Dyer ejected from his burning aircraft and landed safely to await 
rescue. Half an hour later another of the escorting Skyraiders 
was lost at almost exactly the SIM LOCtitiOri. Ma Whiriery Nva.5 
making his fourth pass from just 340 feet on a target close to 
where Capt Dyer had landed when his Sped was hit by 14.5mm 
ground fire. Maj Whineiy eiected and landed safely close to 
Capt Dyer. They were both rescued by one of the SAR helicopters 
of the 40th ARRS, making the Squadron's 99th and 100th com. 
bat rescues. 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FOURTH OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

TERRY E. CAFFERY 

Sergeant Terry E. Caffery distinguished himself by heroism while participating in 
aerial flight as an HH53 Pararescue Specialist in Southeast Asia on 21 April 1970. 
On that date, Sergeant Caffery and his fellow crewmemher rescued a downed American • 
airman from deep in heavily fortified hostile territory. Even though exposed to 
intense and accurate hostile ground fire that had driven off another helicopter and 
seriously wounded one crewmember, he maintained his unproctected position on the 
helicopter's ramp, providing precise maneuvering instructions to maintain rotor 
clearance, and laying down a steady stream of suppressive fire against the numerous 
gun positions during the extended hover required to complete the rescue. The out-
standing heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Caffery reflect 
great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 
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40TH AEROSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC) 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96237 

REPLY TO , 	 f. 	 2 8 APR 197g 
ATTNOF 4WW ,.1_,t Col Hegewald/2687) 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report 
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DECIASSIFIED ON  °) )  

18 - 
OlArvq 0  trD TO -44 CONFID \I'cAt 0\1011-Q14-- • 

1Pt• EX.ORDER 11 52 

To: 3 ARRGp (JRCC) 
APO 96307 

DATE: 21, 22 April 1970 

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-030-21 Apr 70 

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 83 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Hostage Man and Cowpoke 

LOCATION: YC .  6708 

SAVES: One Combat (Cowpoke 18) 

Ref: Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 68, pickup of Sandy 3, 21 Apr 70. 
Narrative by Capt Thompson, JG 82, pickup of Sandy 1, 21 Apr 70. 
Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 82, pickup of Spad 1, 22 Apr 70. 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

1. (S) Jolly Green 83L and 82H, under operational control of 37 ARRS(2. 
 and Queen, scrambled from Ch 77 at 0237Z, 22 Apr 70. Weather at launch 

was clear; enroute, 8000' scattered culminus; survivor's area, 7000' 
scattered, 6 ml vis, haze. The initial holding point was. 220/ 145/77. 
The final holding point was 103/58/72. JG 83's first attempt occurred 
at 0345Z. The survivor's position became obscured in. smoke as it drift-
ed south over the survivor due to light winds from the north. JG 83 
received light ground fire during this attempt; however, due to rising 
terrain and severe reduction of visibility, JG 83 egressed the area and 
returned to the initial holding area. At 0500Z, JG 83 and 82 refueled 
with. King 4. JG 83 and 82 returned to. the final holding point at approx- 
imately 0530Z. The SAR area was in view approxlmRtely 3 Miles north of 
the final holding point. Cowpoke 18 could be seen flashing his survival 
mirror on numerous occassions during the final holding. At 0617Z phase 
Alpha started. The survivor was at.a pressure altitude of 3800'.and 26 °C 
located approximately midpoint between four roads north, south, east and 
west. The exact location was 30 meters north of a parachute in primary 
growth jungle. The survivor was in secondary growth just north on an up- 
slope. As we approached the area the hoist operator's interphone cord 
became disconnected, causing considerable delay while in a hover. JG 83 
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maintained a hover 15 yards south of the.survivor until the pilot sigh e 
same. Hoist. operator regained interphone contrbl and sighted survivor at 
the same time. The pickup was completed at 0630Z with approximately five 
minutes in a hover. Cowpoke 18 had no visible injuries nor was he in 
shock. Light ground fire was received during ingress and egress. Concen-
trated 23mm and 37mm gun implacements had been subdued by Strike forces, 
napalm, smoke and CBU -19. Egress route (230) was the reciprocal of in-
bound, prior to egress Spad 01 had been hit, proceeded to a safe area and 
ejected just SE of JG 82's holding point. .JG 82 had Spad 01 in sight as 
well as JG 83. JG 82 effected an immediate pickup with JG 83 as cover. 
JG 83, TG 82 and Spad 02 RTB'd without further incident. 

2. (U) The survivor was Cowpoke 18, Capt C.E. Hatch, USMC, VMO -2, NAG 11 

3. (U) The crewmembers of Jolly Green 83 were: 

AC: Lt Col Hegewald 
CP: Capt Sattler 
FE: Sgt Corcoran 
PJ: Sgt Pambrun 
PJ: Sgt Werber 

'CHARD F. HEW D, Lt Colonel, USAF 
Aircraft Commander, Jolly Green 83 
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40th ARRSq . Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970 

The tmo days of 21 and 22 April proved to be the most pro-

ductive during the three month period as five combat saves were 

recorded. The mission began in search of Cowpoke 18 and Hostage 

Men (the front and back seater of a Marine OV-10). However; 

before the mission was completed, rescues were recorded on two 

Sandys (A-1E), one Sped (A-1E), as well as Cowpoke 18.
13 

In unrelated action the 40th chalked up its fifth save of 

the day and the unit's 100th save overall when Jolly Green 72 

rescued the only surviving crewmember of Adlib 12 (AC-130) at 

, 14 
070/23/72. When hoisted aboard, the 100th save was in shock 

and suffering from burns about the face and hands. He received 

immediate medical attention from the pararescuemen on the Jolly 

Green, and was returned to the medical facilities at Danang AB, 

15 
RVN. 

The back seater of an F-4 crew became the sixth non-

combat save when his aircraft was forced down at 170/59/70 on 
16 

25 April. The Jolly Green crew landed in a large rice paddy near 

the survivor in order that medical attention could be given to 

the survivor's cuts, burns, and possible broken elbow. The crew 

17 
and the injured pilot returned to Udorn without further incident. 

On 8 May a Nail (0V-10) pilot was plucked from the trees at 

16I6N 10626E. Sandy aircraft sterilized the area as a precaut-

ionary measure before the Buff crew moved in and lowered the pene-

trator to the dangling pilot. The pilot was recovered and found 

18 to have no injuries. 	 GROUP 4 4511F‘,,CIVE+6  • 	_A..-- • ,. ;!, 	• :4j 	 Downgraded at 3 year 
. 	Intervals; declassifilA 
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25 April 1970 
 

DATE: 21 APR 70 	- 	DOW \ . ,--, 
	- ) . ir 7 	ti 	7 - 	.1 	.. 	:., 

	

. 	CONFIDE 	iri vinA MISSION NUMBER: 1- -  -, I 	.* 	4, 

ArACRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 4 
e 

. ,77flassifledb .1., 
lika E...X...0177•ER., 11- 2  

(S) LOCATION: 'IC 705056 (226/54/ ... 
,N..43JEC`T TO GENI.:14.1., D2CI ,ASSIFICA LYN 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOST GE NACRIL 'frbp EXECUrI TE CRDER 11652 H A 	
' OMATIOALLY DOWNGRADED AT 2190 
6 . - INTZ1VALS. SAVM: 4 combat (see part 2 

,.

, , .chAssinzx aiva,021g 

1. (C) At 0245Z King_4 received Mayday call from Hostage Zulu 
stating that Hostage an had just been'hit and - ejected. Hostage 
Zulu advised that he also had beenhit. Hostage Zulu sighted two 
good parachutes and'determined that he could remain'in the area 
briefly. Lopez 15 called to ask if he could assist, Covey 214 & 
548 offered assistance. Hostage Zulu was initial On-Scene Com-
mander replaced by Covey 21/4  as soon as Covey arrived. Misty 13 
was acquired in addition to Lovebug 933 by blanket calls for 
assistance so that resources would be on hand in the event an 
attempt was made to capture the downed personnel. 

2. (0) Covey 214 identified the location of the downed personnel 
with the assistance of Hostage Zulu. As soon as the location was 
determined fast mover strikes were initiated; Because of intense 
small arms fire and 37MM fire being received, fast movers with hard 
and soft ordnance, smoke and CBU-19 assists were requested in 
addition to backup helicopters and A-1 atrcraft. 

3. (U) Spad 11 arrived, Was briefed by King 4 then Covey 21/4. As 
soon as the briefing was completed and Spad 11 shown the area by 
Covey 214, Sped 11 was appointed On-Scene Commander, Covey 214 then 
switched to a strike frequency and began working the relays of 
fast mover resources. A discrete frequency was obtained from 
Panama for GCI control of resources. 

4. (U) The initial'response of coincidental assets in the area, 
Covey 214, Lovebug 933, and Dusty aircraft, a1thou2h equipped only 
with 20MM, provided the initial suppression to prevent capture. 
Some confusion existed momentarily within the miSsion command 
aircraft as to where fast movers would come from. At one point 
King was advised that further fast movers were cancelled by Blue 
Chip however an immediate transmission by the Airborne Mission 
Commander personnaly, resulted in immediate response and did not 
deny the On-Scene Commander necessary resources. This is not 
considered a problem; rather a demonstration of the need and 
validity of the AMC concept. 

ea...7- 	-13 
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5. (U) Air Refueling Requirements: During King 4 control of the 
niSsien air refueling requirements were recognized and passed to 
Queen. 

6. (0) Resources Utilized: 

Slow 

Lemet 15 (0-2 released Prior to USe) .  - 
Covey 214 (0V-10 On-Scene Commander then FAO) 
Hostage Zulu f0V-10 On-Scene Commander then RTB) 
Spad 11 (A-1 On-Scene Commander) 
Spad'12 	 " 
Jolly Green 35 & 42 

Fast 

Misty 12'(F-100 FAG) 
Lovebug 933 (2 A-4 1 s) 
Dusty - 26 
Playboy- 03 & 08 
Holloway 305 (4 A-4's) 
Mmit  32 (F-100) 
Gunfighter 83 

7. Cu) King 4 Crewmembers: 

AMC MAJ BREWER 
AC LTC HATFIELD 
OP LTC REVS 

CPT FOLLMER 
RO AlC WARE 
FE TSG MILLER 
FE SSG SHORE! 
LM SSG WAREHAM 

Altip11„, 	 _ 

AtOe  TON P.H. BREWER JR., Major, USAF 
Airborne Mission Commander 

IkE(.11*SSIFIE 

..failDELPRM-ba* 
iassified 
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40th ARR.% Hist, 1 Apr — 30 Jun 1970 

Buff crew involved in the pick up of Cowpoke 

18 on 22 April. Standing from the lefts Capt 

D. H. Battler (CP); Lt Col R. F. Hegewald (AC); 

Sgt J. E. Corcoran (FH). Kneeling from the lefts 

'Mgt R. H. Parabrun (PJ) and Sgt W. A. Werber Jr. (PJ) 

F L 	FtPiz 
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James Corcoran 

From: 	'Joe Copalman' <joe_vee_tenhotmaiLcom> 
To: 	jcorcoran@cLlivonia.mi us> 
Cc: 	<benjieraymond©msn .com> 
Sent: 	Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:53 PM 
Subject: Re: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

Mr. Corcoran, 

I saw your request on the FACNET and thought I might be able to help. 
Eric Raymond (CCed in this message) is the OV-10 Bronco Association's 
listkeeper and might be able to put you in touch with Chuck Hatch. 

Also, Pm not sure if Chuck Burin (ccburin14@msn.com ) has contacted you 
about your request, but along with being the Bronco Association's historian, 
he served in VMO-2 at the same time Hatch and Eugene Wheeler (pilot, 
calisign HOSTAGE NAN) were shot down. He might be able to give some input. 
I think Peter Colt was actually airborne during the shootdown and witnessed 
some of the SAR, so you might want to track him down. The shootdown and SAR 
are also documented in the book "Ground Attack: Vietnam" (pg. 133-164) by 
J.M. Moriarty, who was VMO-2's CO at the time of the shootdown - Wheeler was 
the squadron's new XO at the time. 

Lastly, there's a story involving Capt. Hatch on our website that may 
be of interest, as it involves his first flight in an OV-10 since the 
shootdown. Here's the URL: 
http://www.ov-  I Obronco.net/ov  1 Ostories detail.cfui?NewsIID=1 60 Hatch was a 
rarity among Marine Aerial Observers, as his background was in Armor, 
whereas most AOs came from the Artillery and Infantry communities. 

Hope this helps some. 

All the best, 

Joe Copalman 
Researcher/Newisetter Editor 
OV-10 Bronco Association 

>From: "corcoran48 154" <jcorcorar1@ci.livonia.mi.us > 
>Reply-To: FACNETyahoogroups.com  
>To: FACNETyahoogroups.com  
>Subject: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 
>Date: Wed, 28 Aug2002 12:13:14 -0000 
> 
>1 would like to contact a Charles E. Hatch. He was a Captain in 
>1970. Drove an OV-10 for VMO-2, MAG-! 1 USMC DaNang 1970. Call sign 
>was Cowpoke 18 during that period. I am helping do some research for 
>a retired Pararescueman who is writing his second book on SEA rescues. 
>The mission took place on April 21 and 22 1970. There was an OV-10 
>and at least 3 AlE's shot down and several Jolly Greens shot up. Any 
>help would be appreciated. Send me an e-mail at: 
> jcorcoranci.livonia.mi.us   
> 

8/29/2002 
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ROCKS!! ROCKS!! 
Rolfe Hunt's hair-raising tale of cutting things just a little too close in Elephant 
Valley! 

By Rolfe Hunt 

©1999 Rolfe Hunt,  All Rights Reserved. 

I served with Major Wheeler, Hostage Nan, in VMO-2 at the time he was shot down. A great 
guy and somewhat unusual among us OV-10 drivers - to me he seemed kind, gentle, 
thoughtful, dedicated to his family. Igor was also in VMO-2 at that time so knew him. 

A little sidelight: Captain Chuck Hatch was the AO shot down with him. Chuck spent a couple 
of nights on the ground with the bad guys beating the bushes all around him before he was 
finally rescued. He took a week or two off from flying then went back at it with me as pilot on 
his first flight back in action. 

While we were doing a photo mission near the east end of Elephant Valley, we were called to 
support a recon team out in "Yankee Charlie" company, the area of YC map coordinates west 
toward the Laotian border. A low ceiling covered the tops of the mountains on both sides of the 

• valley but rather than go around the long way I chose to go through the tunnel formed by the 
mountains on the side and the clouds overhead (flying VFR of course and with poor radio 
contact down in the valley). Fortunately I knew this valley like the back of my hand because 

• after we were committed - not enough room to turn around - it began to rain. The OV-10 
windshield wiper seems quite busy but does little good. I could see nothing but the rain 
whitened windshield. 

I knew the valley just ahead dog-legged a little to the left so I hesitated a moment, made a 
slight turn and went to full power to climb straight ahead down the valley and punch up through 
the clouds. Just as I turned I heard Chuck yelling in the back seat over the sound of the 
engines at full power. Then he keyed the intercom and I realized he was yelling, "Rocks! 
Rocks!" Sure enough, a few feet off the right wing were the huge rain blackened rocks of the 
valley wall. My guess at where to turn had been correct but just barely. I went on the gauges 
and continued the climb straight ahead and contacted control for an IFR clearance. 

We completed the mission with the recon team and returned home safely, but that was 
Chuck's last flight as an AO. Having cheated death on two flights in a row, he quit and went 
back to tanks. 

Maybe he's online with us now and can add to this or correct any errors my memory allows 
after almost 30 years. He was one of the best of our AO's. I flew with him many times and 
enjoyed knowing and working with him in the air ground team. 

Rolfe Hunt 
Hostage Hornet 
Danang, 1969-1970 

If you have any additions or corrections to this item, please let us know! 

Go to Stories Index 

http://www.ov-10bronco.net/ov1Ostories  detail.cfm?NewsID-160 	 10/11/2002 



Cowpoke18, draft 

On April 21, 1970 
Jolly Green 82 and Jolly Green 83 had been sent to NIG' from Worn to stand "EAST" 
alert 
The enlisted members of both crews were having lunch at the NCO club at NICP. The 
NCO club had a notice on the menu that they had received a shipment of fresh 
strawberries for strawberry shortcake and everyone was looking forward to having a 
special desert that we had not had for a long time. Just as the strawberry shortcakes had 
been served, the portable radios blared, "Launch the Jollies!" I couldn't believe the 
timing because we all really wanted the strawberry shortcake. I mentioned to Terry 
Caffery (who was sitting across from me) that it was a shame that we couldn't have the 
shortcake. He looked over at me, thought for a second, then picked up the shortcake in 
his bare hand and jammed the whole thing in his mouth. It was hilarious and I remember 
getting some real strange looks from everyone sitting around the dining room (non 
aircrew). We all ran out of the NCO club without paying for the lunch. I still laugh 
when I think about him jamming that whole cake in his mouth like that. 

It turned out that the reason we were launched was one of the Jolly Greens on the 
cowpoke mission was diverted because Sgt. Colbert had been shot in the arm during an 
attempt. It also seems to me that at that point in time there were two people on the 
ground Cowpoke 18 Alpha and Hostage Nan. They had been in an OV-10 out of 
DaNang 

We arrived in the holding area and began orbiting while the Sandy's were working the 
area over. From the radio traffic we could tell that there was a lot of very active and 
accurate Triple-A (23mm and 37mm) in that area. While the details are a little hazy of 
that day I seem to remember that the Al E's had their hands full and a number of them 
were taking serious hits. Either during the close-in orbit or during our first attempt we 
received ground fire that caused our #2 engine to either quit or leak fuel bad enough that 
we had to divert to Da Nang for repairs. We went to Da Nang because we did not want 
to cross the "route structure" back to NICP with just one engine. The repairs took long 
enough to prevent us from making another attempt that day so we remained over night a 
Da Nang. 

April 22, 1970 
We got up for a "first light effort" but the weather was Delta-Sierra (dog-shit) and we had 
to wait around for the ceilings to lift so we could take off. During the night one of the 
survivors was killed or captured. When the weather permitted us to take off we 
proceeded to the area and again orbited close to the survivors position. Our first attempt 
was abandoned because of some confusion on directions from the on-scene commander 
and/or ground fire. After the first attempt both Jolly Green 82 and 83 left the immediate 
area and hit a C-130 tanker and took on fuel. We then returned to the holding point, 
which was a couple of miles from the survivor's position. I clearly remember that while 
we were orbiting a couple of miles from the survivor I spotted the survivors signal mirror. 



was surprised at how clear it was and how much it helped orientate me as to where he 
was on the ground so I would know where to look for him when we went into a hover. 
While inbound during the second attempt we received small arms fire and Sgt Pambmm 
and Sgt Werber returned the fire with their miniguns. When we went into a hover I went 
on "hot mike" and lowered the penetrator. I had disconnected my intercom cord so there 
was some confusion that extended the time in a hover. I finally got the intercom working 
and spotted the survivor about 2/3 up a slope of tall grass with a line of small but thick 
trees along the top of the ridge. Because of the slope we had to hover down-slope and the 
survivor ran down the slope to the penetrator. He quickly secured himself to the 
penetrator and I reeled him up to the door. Our hover had put the helicopter level with 
the top of the slope, even with the tree line, which was about 100' straight-out from my 
position. While the survivor was coming up on the penetrator I looked around and 
spotted some bad guys sitting along the top of the slope in the tree line. I was really 
surprised on two accounts. One, that they were so close to me and two that the survivor 
had been hiding so close to them for an extended period of time. They had rifles and for 
some reason they did not bring accurate fire at us although back at Da Nang we did find 
several bullet holes around the entrance door where the hoist was. I also remember that 
when we got the survivor into the aircraft and off the penetrator he broke loose and ran 
back to the door. Initially I thought he had panicked and was about to run out the door 
but he stopped at the door and was giving the bad guys the finger. 
With the survivor on board we began exiting the area as fast as we could with Sgt 
Pambrum & Sgt Werber suppressing ground fire with their miniguns. During the climb 
out one of the Sandy's (Spad 01) pulled up along side and the pilot bailed out. We 
followed his chute all the way down to the ground (it went around in large circles) and 
the Jolly Green 82 immediately picked him up. That could be the record for the shortest 
time on the ground in enemy territory. We then returned to Da Nang with both of the 
survivors. 
During the time period this mission was going on I seem to remember that an AC-130 
gun ship had been shot down somewhere near there and that rescue was going on at the 
same time, which really added to the overall confusion. 

Crew of Jolly Green 
Pilot: Lt. Colonel Hedgewald 
Co-pilot: Captain Dennis H. Sattler 
Flight Engineer: Sgt James Corcoran 
Pararescuemen: Sgt. Dick Pambrum 

Sgt. Bill Werber 

This is to the best of my recollections 

Jim Corcoran 
Flight Engineer, 40 ARRS 
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James Corcoran 

From: 	"CHARLES E BURIN" <ccburin14©msn.com> 
To: 	lcorcoran@ci.livonia.mi.us > 
Sent: 	Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:59 PM 
Subject: Fw: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70 

J, 

I was a pilot with VMO-2 in Vietnam 6/69-7/70 and was the squadron safety officer from 
December 69 until I left. 

I am not sure where Chuck Hatch is today. I understand he retired from the Marine Corps as a 
Col. Maybe the HQ USMC locator service could find him. 

Here's some of what I know about the loss. 

Gene Wheeler joined the squadron from the 1st MAW HQ just prior to the day he was shot 
down. Chuck Hatch was an Aerial Observer and had been flying with VMO-2 since at least late 
October 69. My log book shows I flew with him the first time October 27 and at least 7 times 
prior to the shootdown. I flew an orientation mission with Major Wheeler March 9 and Flight 
schedule copies show that Major Wheeler was flying missions as Hostage NAN by April 1. 

There is a good write-up of the loss of Wheeler and Hatch in Lt. Col. J. M Moriarty's book, 
Ground Attack Vietnam: The Marines Who Controlled the Skies, pages 133-164. The account 
has several factual errors but if basically correct. 

As to the other aircraft losses they included A-1H 52-135336 Captain J. M. Dyer; A-1J 52- 
142070 Major C. E. Winery and A-1J 52-142015 Captain D. E. Friestad (second shoot down) An 
F-4 was also damaged 4/21 as well as a Jolly shot up badly. Aircraft information is from 
Vietnam Air Losses by Chris Hobson. 

They were flying Mission 76 which was a twice daily deep recon that required two aircraft. I had 
flown the same mission numerous times. This particular mission was deep in western Vietnam 
very close to the border with Laos. I complained about two weeks earlier when I flew a Msn 76 
in the same area and inadvertently crossed into Laos. We were supposed to be looking for some 
trail or other in the jungle canopy. The weather was not the best and keeping track of where we 
were was difficult at best even with 4 sets of eyes trying to figure it out. I crossed over a 
ridgeline and saw what looked like a freeway built of dirt that split and went around a large hill. 
I headed over the road and realized I was obviously not where I was supposed to be. I added 
full power and quickly headed back east across the ridge line. All this was at 1000 Feet AGL or 
less. My wingman was probably at 2500 ft. AGL. My complaint to the Air Wing Intell was that 
we were not briefed about what was in Laos very near where we were doing our visual recon 
mission. The information would have helped keep us out of harms way. Gene made at least 
two passes over the same area in much better weather and was hit by a 37mm. 

I have talked to one of the Covey FACs who was involved in the rescue. He said it was not a 
good area to be flying in at a low altitude. He said the area was designated Strike Zone Yankee. 

If I can provide any further information please let me know. 

Chuck Burin (Hostage IGOR) 
Bronco Association Founder, board member and Historian 

	 Original Message 	 
From: corcoran48154 

8/29/2002 
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along the proposed ingress/egress route of the Jolly. He turned 

over command to Sandy 15 at approximately 1330L. Most of the guns 

had been silenced by then, and Sandys 09 and 15 agreed that a pick-

up should be attempted. Sandy 15 moved the support forces close- 

in to the south where they could observe the area while being briefed 

on the proposed plan. All forces having been briefed, the command 

to execute was given. The smoke birds laid their screens very 

well and Alpha popped his smoke on command. The Jolly picked hit 

up and as Alpha went up the penetrator, Bravo popped his snoke and 

Jolly moved directly to him and picked/him up also. The egress 

was uneventful. 

(S) A partially successful Search and Rescue mission was con-

ducted on 21-22 April 1970 for Hostage Man/Cowpoke 18, front and back 

seat occupants respectively of a Marine OV-10. The aircraft went 

down at OW% as a result of enemy ground fire, and the survivors 

were located at 040 degrees, 60 NH off Channel 72. 

(S) At 0815L, Spade 11 and 12 were scrambled to the SAR 

area. After arriving at 0845L, they set up holding points for 

resources and requested fast movers to work the enemy guns with 

the local area FAC, Covey 04. Radio communication with the sur-

vivors was poor. At 0920L Spade 05 and 06 were also scrambled 

to the area. 

(S) At 1230L, Hostage an reported enemy activity in his area. 

Spade 11, 12, 05 and 06 began putting 20mm and cBU-24 within 50 

•ECLASSIFEll 
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niters of both survivors. The chutes y!rovided good reference 

points and troop activity ceased, although some automatic 

weapons fire was heard. 
12/ 

(S) Sandy forces from NKP began to replace the Spads as the 

day wore on. Sandy 01 located two ZPU/s. While in a marking pass, 

he was hit by at least three rounde of 37mm. He suffered an im-

mediate loss of control and extracted at 1423L as the cockpit 

became engulfed in flames and the engine quit. 

(S) As Sandy 01 Landed safely within 150 meters of the two 

original survivors, an immediate rescue attempt was initiated. 

Sandys 03 and 04 escorted a Jolly Green to Sandy 01 1 s position, 

while Spad 05 used the available snoke. Sandy 01 was instructed to 

flash his mirror, but as the helicopter approached, the other two 

survivors also flashed, and in the ensuing confusion the Jolly 

was hit and a PJ wounded. Sandy 03 was also hit, and departed the 

area trailing smoke. 	was able to stay with his aircraft until 

r.,aching a relatively safe area, at which time he extracted. He 

was quickly recovered from waist drAp watpr in a sraall stream. 

(S) Sandys 05 and 06 then resumed the suprression of enemy 

positions, trolling the area in a series of low passes. The sur-

vivors were pinpointed and the rescue helicopters and their escorts 

were brought into the immediate area to facilitate ori.2ntation 

and coordination. Sandy 05 decided to mask both the survivors 

and the ingress/egress route with smoke, and to attempt the 

o E-11 
tr-"t0 r ED 
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pick-up or both Sandy 01 and the OV-10 crew. The smoke screen 

was perfect and Jolly Green 82 ran in to pick up Sandy 01, while 

Sandys 05, 06 and 07 flew a protective daisy chain. As the second 

Jolly Green ran in, the smoke drifted over Hostage Man ani Cowpoke 

18, obscuring their positions and the helicopter vas forced to 

withdraw. 
11/ 

(8) Sandy 05 had been battle-damaged several times, but with 

the approach of darkness he decided to make a last attempt to am-

tract the 01-10 Crew. Jolly Green 70 was called in, but the ground 

fire was too intense and the helicopter was driven off with one 

crewmember- wounded. Critical fuel shortages compelled Sandys 05 

and 06 to recover at DaNang, while Sandys 09 and 10 escorted the 

helicopters home. 

(S) Shortly after this final pick-up attempt, the remainder 

of the SAR force returned to base. The survivors had been bedded 

down for the night. 

(S) The most heavily defended enemy areas mere to the north, 

east and west of the survivors' positions. The southern road was 

the least heavily defended and thus seeled to fford the safest 

direction for a renewed pick-up approach. 

(S) Due to an overcast on the morning of the 22nd, several 

flights of A-1 0 s returned to base without expending. One smoke flight 

DECLASSFIED 
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and two flights of Sandys were diverted to the Ad Lib SAR. Spad 

09 arrived on-scene at 0830L, and after assessing the enagy fire 

directed at fast mover strike aircraft, decided that the area 

was permissive enough to attempt a rescue. A smoke screen was 

laid, but the Jolly .  Green was late starting his run-in. The smoke 

drifted over the survivor, obscuring his position and making the 

attempt abortive. 

(S) At 092X, Spads 11, 12, 01 and 02, with the crews who 

had been on-scene at first light, arrived in the SAR area. Spad 11 

assumed On-Scene Command. From 0935L to 1105L, Covey 297 put 

fast movers in on the enagy gun positions with napes, high drags 

and CBU-24. In adoition to the Spads, Smokes 61 and 64, Grubbys 

41, 42, 45 and 46, and Jolly.  Greens 82 and 83 were in the area. 

nil 57 wa.: also present, carrying a survival package. Spad 11 

had the Smoke flight execute, followed by the Grubbys, and then 

vectored in Jolly Green 83 for the successful rescue of Cowpoke 

18. Spad 01 was hit by AA fire during the pick-up and extracted. 

He was recovered by Jolly Green 82. Spad 12 also received battle 

damage during the rescue, but was able to recover successfully 

at DaVang. 
13/ 

(3) There was no further contact with Hostage Man, and 

Cowpoke 18 reported that he had pribably been found by an enagy 

patrol . 

DECLASSPED 
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AWN (V: '22nd Sp Op Sodtt Col Killer (SAR .OPealikor)— ..  * 	2 

SUBJECT: Hostage inan/Cowpoko 18 MR 

TO: DCO 

1. A parUaIly succrnsCol Soerch and noserS. rd.ssion vac conducted. 
on 21 - 22 AnriI 1970 for liostn,N K:)11/0ow 1'joko 18 front and hack 
seat occnpant,s roL,pectivoly of a Karina CV-10 'which went do at 
C3174 as a result of allow groundfire. The survivors were lopate4v 

 et 040°  for 60 NM off Channel 72. This repArt:covers those actIv.- 
3tios rolatod to thn Scindys/Spads during the rescue effort. , 

2. At 0315Z„ Spad 11 nnd 12, Capic, Vriostad and Lt Coleman were 
2.cmmblod to tho SAR aroa and arrived at 0345Z. They sot up hold-
1nr; ponts for msouroos and roflunctod fcst movers to work the 
'oncm7 gun positions with the local area AC , Covey 04. Radio 
communication with the survivors was poor. At 0420Z Spad 0$ and 
1Nor DoTs and Maj Williams, were also scromblod to the area. At 
05307, Hostago in ruportod cnemy activitv in his area. and Spade 11, 
12, Odand 06 bozan puting 20mm ;:nd C3TJ-25 within 50 meters of both 
hurvivorfa is:oithor pilot WA5 moro than 25 meters from his chute 

-which provided good roforonco poin4s. The survivors reported hearing 
automatic weapons are, but troop activity had ceased. At 06145Z, 
Spad 11 and 12 were forced to iwn to Daang for fuvl leaving.Spadalii 
as Oa-Scone Commandor. At 0715Z, Sandy 01, 02, 03, amd 04 who had 

. semnbled from MP wore in the CAlt area 'and Spad 05 began. briefing 
andy 01 preparatory to his assuminz, on-scene command. As -yet, 

no pickup had been attempted, sinco groUndfire was still. quite heavy. 
-Sandy 01 located two VT guns, and as he marked the guns, Sandy 01 
was hit by at least three 37mm projectiles. He had an immediate loss 
of control, and the cockpit was engulfed in Mates as the engine quit. 
Sandy 03. extn..'aeted at 04(23Z. At this tr ims, Sp.-std 05 had to RTB to 
DaNang for fuel. 

3. Sandy 01,*a1thouch subjeotod to hoary small arms fire while in his 
descent, 	nada a cafe landing appracimatoly 150 meters from the 
othnr two survivors. Spad 05 took Sandy 02 on his :wing and 'dispatched 
Sandy 03 and 04 'to occor4 Jolly Grams 77 hnd 68 into the area for an 
immediate attom:11. to pickup Sandy 01. Spad 05 used the smoke available 
and dirocted Sandw .  01 to use his mirror. Althouch Sandy 01 did not 
beL.evo his mirror to be offoctive'bocaut4s of the sun angle and terrain 
masking, tho roscuo,forces stated it was very effective. Unfortunately 
Hostage Yon and Cowpo%o 18 flashed their mirrors at the same time 
r,qiuing some confusion. This conrusion cmsed the Jolly to flounder 
in 1,11 ,1 throat area 	an unnocessarily lonp time and as a result, 
the p 	holicopto..4 was hit with gmundfire and a PJ wounded. At 
about 	.%11 timto Saady 03 was hit and began trailing smoke. Ho 
exited Liu! ac.:; to the south acconpaniod by Sandy 02 and 04.. Sandy 03, 
was able to 'stay with his‘airerat'until reaching ,a relatively safe, • 
'rest and extracted the .rescue. force...was 4.n a;  

$.51RE* 



/hate of disarvy nnd t.bc 	 ee:.;; Iounded -,eith two more cur. 
vivews on the ground. ;;xiti 	dirootee, 	0reen 68 to Sandy 03 who • 

71pnd-A in Trai.t, dt. ç .101:er in a cwook. 	wa* r,afely picked up at 
G■01Z. Spa 0!.; vrao cri ideally short, oZ and called Sandy 05 into 
tliv Ai 'OA 7,0 r11vrj h:;i a On-Scf.,no Comilandor. Wails trying to point 
the loca;.i on or Sandy 01wh0:1O Cml 1.0 blown from the 4,:,reas on 
the :Aber h,iyo rosette 	Spad 05 via:.; 101: by a 12.7mm API round which 
exploded in the cockpit. Gpael 05 immodiatay withdrew and recovered safely 
it Dal;ann:. 

h. C:11167 05, 	Nartin, and Sandy 06,, :171er, found Sandy 01 and the 
original Nurviver in aa aroa or hoavy growth that, was surrounded by roads. • 
The distance to the roads varied Prom enci-half to ono kilomet,,c. All the . 
roads worn heavily derended 1.y weapon/ including 37mm, 23mm, 14.5111rj  12.7mm,. 
Quad VUn„ automaUc weaponr, an4 nomoren/;4mall arm/. The most hoavily 
defended aroa;; wl;ro to the 	 , 	Ian nt. The southern road was 
the leas h htm.vily dn Cende,; 	ti r; fro rei;d 4ho safest (Urea Ilion for the 
pickup approach. 8andy 05 ii411 provinu/ly pinpointed the location of 
Hostage Ilan and Cowpoke 16 from mirror sipals, but he still did not have 
an exact position OA Sandy 01. Dy making:Axed passes over the .2ea and 
maintaining radio communication with Sandy 01, Sandy 05 was able to 
establish his position )  locate several guns which he had a Covey FAG work 
with fast mover strikes, and ourvoy likely ingress routes for the Jolly 
Greens. Sandy 05 brought the rescue holicaptcrs with Sandy escorts into 
an area relatively close to the survivors thus permitting them to observe 
the procepdings. 'Ail() pointing out the ingress route to Sandy 07, Sandy 
05in aircraft was hit by heavy groundfire causing a loud explosion. Sandy 
06 spotted the gun which had hit Sandy 05,, and 05 and 06 proceeded to 
silence 

 
the guns. 'Sandy 95 directed strikes along the ingress and egress 

routes, then brought tho Smoke and Special stores aircraft in for the 
pickup 1r7iefing. ni5 plan was to lay smoke along the roads to the north, 
west, and east masking the survivors and the approach route from the enemy 
defenses. Sandy 05 rarkod the arca which he wanted masked with smoke 
rockets. The plan was for Sandy 05 .and 07 to load in Jolly Green 82 for a' 
pickup of Sandy 01. Spad 11, who' had relaunched from DaNang and was familiar 
with the location of the OV-10 survivors, was to bring in Jolly Green 83 - 
for a doable pickup onco Sandy 01 was out.' The smoke screen was perfect, and 
Sandy 05, 061  and 07 sot up a protective daisy chain around Jolly Green 82. 
At this U11110 Sandy 05 1 s aircraft was again :hit by a ripple 04WOin4 fire 
damaging some of his radio equipment; however, the pickup wai successful and 
Sandy 01 was rescued at IO25Z. Dy this time tho smoke screen had drifted over 
nostage Nan and Cowpoke 16, and the second :Jolly Green, unable to visually • 
acquire the survivors position, wan forced to withdraw. Darkness was now 

'rnpidIy approaching, and although he was *eelow bingo fuel, Sandy 05 recognized 
that if a rescue was going to be suCcessfull  it would have to be attempted 
immediatrl. Only through use of position lights were the aircraft able to 
maintain ..J..!:t1 •:ontaet in the fading light. Although resources were now 
limitodo  S.c. '')!; ['cat that darkness mieat!provide the necgssary'shield, so 
'- called in . j0I.y Green 70 1  bu4 the grouad . fire was too intense; the heli- 

101:4 hit r6,1 withdrew with one crewm6mborwounded.' Sandy .05 and 06, 
-lly shori, of fuel recovered at DaNang while §andy 09 and 10 escorted. 

4 the 	.00pters home, 



5. In tho interoat or cln.qty n cheonolorical novenae of events is 
provided to this point. 

0317.4 rnsstar.( 1  ;,:on/conpoko 18 reported (lova.' 	• 

03W4 Spad TT. 0n-8cono ennbander. no*attomptcd pickup. 
0004 - rpad 05 On.;;oeno Cemulnder• 
072P - :.;nndy 01 hit :t id maw:toted. 
0750'4 Spnd 05 ottempEnd pl ohnp of Sandy 01. Jolly' Groan hit, PJ 

wconfied 1tnnneeesu0n1. 
.0750z . :;andy 03 hit and ektracted. 
080PZ,- Spad 05 with Jolly Green 68 rcScuod Sandy 03. 
081CZ Spad 05 hit, RTBId DaNnnr:. • 
0810Z - Sandy 05 011-6ccno Commananr. 
1025Z - Sandy 05 with Jolly Green 02 roncuod Sandy 01. 
1030Z - Rescue attempt for Nontage Mnq/Gowpoke 18 aborted. 
.10115z (ApproximAte) - Sandy 05 and Jolly Green 70 attempted pickup 

of OY.10 	 70 hit and withdrew.. 
'10504 (Approximate) - All forces RTD. 

• 
6. The status of the A-1 forees at the 'end of the first day, 23: April' 
was as follows: 

SORTIES 

GENERATED 	 FLOWN 
7-3-ra AA): 

LOSSES 

	

Sandy ol Aoft 336 	 - Saadi,  03 Aoft 070. 

BATTLE DAMAGE 

Sandy 04 Acft 286 	. 	Sandy 05 Acft! 257 	Spad 05 Aoft 770 

	

(J.G. 77 . er 68 	 riwAralA) .  

NKP SORTTAS nEconarm AT DANANG 

Sandy 02 	 Sandy 0.5 	 Sandy 07 
Sandy 014, 	 Sandy 06 	 Sandy 08 

7. Shcctly after the final pickup attemird, the forces RTBd and the 
burvivws wore bedded down for tho night. 1 ?lanning.for a first light 
effort began, with the Sandy rob a to be p;ayed by the Spads and the 
Sandys -.!ho had recovered at DaNang with support forces to be furnished from 
NV. The 	requirement was for eight Grabby, later reduced to four,' 
and foul. Smoi . o . ;. 1 1.craft to be on scone atifirst light. No requirement WAS 

On.theit ::01i for Stri0 aircrarti. 



IL Spnd 11, lit Colonel IAMd, Vipad 19, LI, hThnohard„ 5pnd 01, Cant 
nnd ;;tind 02, ii:60r 	n•eivod on scone at 2230Z only 

to find %hi.; wo:ahor ovrren::t. inLormiLl.ent rAdio uoilt.r.ct viis established 
•Ith 	snrvivoro. At 0130Z I.hnnpnds Wren. Itorcal to RTB for fuel, and 
Combby 33 -3h 41:to WIld 60 Chneeel WI without ewpending. Smoke 21-24 
as well ns Cinndys 01-04 hnd boen dtvertod to Work the Adlib SAR and were 
sueeonsCul 	rocovering tho ono nurvivnr. The Adlib SAR i* covered in a 
seperate rcoort, but la mentioned hero, because of tho diversion of soma 
or the resources that had previounly boon allocated to the Hostage Nan/ 
Cowpoke 18 SAR. 

9. Spad 09, Capt Hanna and Spad 30 took on"-scena command at 0130Z. The 
•oathor by this time was 4500' senttered Le broken with some rainshowers 
in the Area. :;pad 09 was able to onLablish 	contact with Cowpoko 13 
but not with Hostage Jinn. Cowpoke 18 reporLod hearing an enemy pat -:sol to 
the southwest,„ so fast mover stwikes were put: in by Covey 253 and 297 
around the survivor. The fasi; movers were not picking up vound fire, and 
'Spad 09 made a number of low pasnes through the arca unopposed. Spad 09 
then decided to attempt a pickup and prepared and briefed his force. 
Smoke 25:  261  and 27 laid the smoke screcn'and Spad 09 took Jolly Green 83 
in for the pickup attempt. The Jolly was a little late and the smoke 
began to drift'over the survivors; At this point the Jolly became confused 
and mado a wrong turn losing precious time. IJG 33 thought he was hit, lost 
the survivor in the smoke and withdrew. The,!Grubby flight, 36-38, had 
reached bingo fuel and wore unavailable for the pickup attempt. 

10. At 04207. &pads 11, 12, 01, and 02 with he o.cews who haebeen on 
scene at first light arrived in the SAa areal, and Spad 11 assumed 
on-scene coMmand. From 04357. to 0605Z„ Covey 297 put in fast movers with 
napes, high drags, and CT-2 4 on the gun pos'itions. In addition to the 
Spads, Smoke 61-64, Grubby 41,'422 (45,?0.1.6 arld Jolly Greens 82/83 were in 
the area. Nail 57, carrying a survival package was also present. Spad 11 
had the Smokes execute followed by the Gruby then vectored Jolly Green 83 
in for tho successful ro:;ouo of Cowpoke 18)0 approximately 0630Z. During 
the pickup Spad 01 was hit in the right wing by 23mm and caught fire. He % 
extracted at 0645Z and was immediately pickild up by Jolly Green 82. Spad 12 
had taken a hit in his engine and Sped 11 escorted him back to DaNang. Spad 02 
escorted Jolly Greens 82 and 83 back to DaNang also. .There was Z4 further : 
contact with Hostage Han, and Cowpoke 18 reported that ho had probably been 
found by the onomy patrol. 

11. The chronological sequence of events f:or the final day of the SAR, 
22 April, is as follows: 

22307. - Spad 11 On-Scene Comander, no pickup attempt due to' weather.' 
0104 - Spad 09 replaced Spad 11 as OA-Scone Commander. Attempted pickup 

of Cowpoke 18 but abor4ed duo to smoke obseuration. 
0420Z 	ad 11 relieved Spad 09 as On-Scori Commander: 
06307. - 	11 and Jolly Green 33 sucessiully rescued Cowpoke 18. 
''4!OZ Sp...! .  01 “nd Spad 12 took battle damage. - 

- Spat 61 extracted and was imperlately rPrzanod . by Jolly Green 82. 
Allloreos Mild assuming Hosthgo Man had boon.found tor tho anew. 



Thu 	oV 	r1,00,0 1109,k c.,mq,101.1 	tor IA10 IPAIL linn An 
Aowou fmtdOilo 1.11.1 hollo; 	 V;41 :1.! April. 

Tho figurca.in Vat, brackets ari) tha totals fo... beLh days. 

SOR I.J.v. J 

CAIng&TED 	 FLOlirg 
176794 () orA) 	 45773) cLJVA) 

• 
gmm■■•■ImMo. 

Spad 01 Aircraft 015 
(3) 

BATTI2 DVIAGE  

Spad 12 Aircraft 733 
00 

NV AIRCRAFT RECOVSRF.D AT DANANG/UBOY, 

Grubby 41/42/45/46 	Smoke 63/64 	 Spad 13/14 

13. Several problems were noted on this SAR.. Some are recurring and 
some are new. 

a. FIRST-LIONr.SORTVS. It has boon the practice for first light 
SLas to send Smoke and Orab'oy aircraft into the SIM area at first light 
oven thouga the effort may have boon heavily opposed on the previous day. 
It should be recognized on protracted Sns that there are several hours 
of softening defenses required after first light before fa pickup may be . 
attempted. lavaribly the Smoke and Grubby aircraft RTBIrrithout expending.. 
This causes an unnecessary drain on aircraft and craws. 

1131;GO;MNDATION. On those SARs which are opposed and run into . 
•:irst light efforts, Smoke and Grubby a. raft should be put on alert at , 
first light. The On-Scone Commander should anticipate the time he plans 
to attempt a pickup and should advise sing, who in turn should relay to 
the 56t4 SOW so that the support aircraft . may be launched in sufficiont 
time. This does not apply for SARs which7eogin during the night and enemy 
defenses tre unknown. In those cases the support forces should 1,6 In place. 
at first-light or shortly thereafter for a'-quick pick up, if possi'ole. 

b. RIQUIRIMNT TO RTB TO NKP. In the case where Spad 09 attempted a 
pickup on . r.':" April, ho did not have the use of the Grubby flight since 
they had bc.%:, 1,old to DNB to Channel 89. 

1flEC0:EDATION. or these SAns conductod at places far removed 
•

• 4 	 ••■ ••• 	 ' • 	• 	' 
1: 	 tA“41cio,0:61ea snotad be given to recovering forces at the 
nekL. 	eluitable base with turn around capability. Facilities at the 
tarn • A base should be predetermined an. prearrangbd. :This procedure 

time_on station and thus.  reducSethe number of sorties required- 
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0 211640Z APR 	. 	. , 	. 
FM -37 ARRSQ DANANG AB foal 
TO - RUEFHQA/CSAF 
INFO RUEKAAA/AFEOC :FT RITCHIE r. MD 	Classjfjedb 

.RUCEAAA/HQ USAF ',ALT,. CP .MAXWELL AFB ALA. 	- • - 	' 	 s. 
RUCPAAAIMACICP,... 	_ .. 	_ 	. 

(*  ' 	;OCP/ 	 •
, RUH-HABA/41.1 7- • - - W • 	 AFB HAWA I 	 IC yb  T TWO 

YBAR orVADS • RUSQSNA /3 ARRGP/3 CO ) 	AB ..RVN 	 DE b 
:RUMPAijA/40 AfiRt4/40 (9) ./UDORN iRRTAFB.  THAILAN „ 
RUHHBB A /C INCPACAF /CC 
RUSVBAA%7AFICC/TSN A.BIRVN - 

.1ZEN/366 '1.:TACF,TRWGI_TO0CDANANG:AB RVN 

TA L/JOPREP 'J/FF;,yr;37 ( ) to17.R07S; BEELINE 
A 37 ARRSQ (MAC) • DANANG AB RVN 

. RESCUE MISSION .NUMBER -.1-3-030 • 21 APR 70 
D. N/A 
E • AIRCRAFT BATTLE DAMAMGE 

PAGE 2 RUSVAGA2423 	 176) o7 IA-- F. 21/1121Z APR 70 APPROXIMATELY 1532N 10730E 
G. AT APPROXIMATELY 11212 21 APR  70 • flrFSE7«.77g k-7744476c..:11 

7 ARRSQ DANANG AB RVN WILE ENGAGED IN AN AiRtkirktcOVE*RY 
SUSTAINED BATTLE DAMAGE FROM ENEMY GROUND FIRE: APPROXI-

MATELY 46NM NW OF....OAK TO • RVN • RESULTING IN CiAKAG.t:T.-6.:fifE!'AIRC13/k.FITLI 
UTILITY HYDRAULIC SYSTEM; AND Coss OF NUMBE.R7.TWO 'EiciONE'7oft.:Ressr.: ;- 'URE. WEATHER IN AREA ESTIMATED 6 THOU _FT...SCATTERED! 6 MILES IN 
HAZE WND, SW 5 KTS •_ CB SOUTH. :Atr,1,..,COM.DR -  RECEIVED stiRkKithwbuNiis 
IN READ OF LEGS-0 IRAWARESCUE SPECL SHRAPNEL WOUND IN LEFT ARM. 
ACFT COMDR WAS UNAWARE OF WOUNDS UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 1240Z AIR-
CRAFT EXPERIENCED A GEAR MALFUNCTION PRIOR TO LANDING BUT GEAR 
WAS BLOWN DOWN AND AIRCRAFT LANDED WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT. AIR-
CRAFT IS UNDER NURMAL SECURITY. 
H • N/A 
GP-4 
BT 	 4DC /WC #2423 	tiFfi 	• 

Amtiaiivrt 

SUB,TECT 1. 0 avvsiAL DECIASSIFICATrON • 	SOI-Za::1Z 	
CRD.E.R 11652 ANNN* 4., taw 	DOWNGRADED AT TWO 

15( Eal OYER /AI'S 
LIDICLL§SIFIED 	

' 

.4 • 

Coraci 	r. 

4/Oval AJ.ate 
esilDate: 

DECLASSIFIED 
* * 

	

-ri 	* * 	4  *** 
1 1-; '1 144 1111014 - 	; 	*** 

‘ai 	it.6■413t7:421:" 

IMMEDIATE 



1 	1 v  

06C Fc4, 

ALA 

AB RVN 	7HA 

pIrs.2  , 
FLASEC 	 , • _ 

PT 00417 

.W
ICZYUW RUMLJBB0143 1111910..-CCCCRUCIEUA. 

CCCCC 	 Alpimmosummommummi 

Z 0 211905Z APR 70 
FM OL 1 3ARRGP SON TRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF/AFXOTZB - 
*UCIEU' me 4:: 	A 41C"  

ARRW 'ROCP ICKAWAFB HAWAII 
iRUSGSNA/3ARRGP/TAN SON NHUT AB RVN 
INFO'RUCEAAA/USAF ALTERNATE CP MAXWELL AFB 
RUCPAAA/MAC/MCP/SCOTT . AFB ILL' 

TMSWSNA/7AF/DOT/DOidt7DPMDPMP/TACC/CC/TSN 
:RUKLAAA/TAXDCOSLR/LANGLEY AFB VA 
JiUWIFJA/USAFMPC/AFPMSC/RANDOLPH:AFB TEXAS 
ARUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC/ H M SMITH HAWAII 
JZHM5MVA/MACV/SAIGON RVN. 

 .RUEOGDA/ARDC/ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND MD 
:RUEKHZ/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RUHJOMA/CTF:77.0 

, RUMOREA/56 SOW/NAKHON'PHANOM RTAFB THAI 
RUMLJBA/OL AA/56S0W DANANG AB RVN 
RUMLJBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN 

PAGE 2 RUMLJBB01.43 A L 
RHMUABA/40 ARRS/UD0W771-F7B7TAHAI -
RHMUABA/OL-2 3ARRGP/UDORN RTAFB THAI 
RUMLJBA/VMO 2/MAG 11/DANANG AB RVN 

ONFID 	N 	LA LNOPREP JIFFY/OL--1 3ARRGP/RESCUE 030/21 APR 70 
0 SS'REPORT „ 	• 	• 	. 	• 

2. MISSION NUMBER . 1*3030 -'21 APR 70 
1104.-.3. A. VFR 

B. TACTICAL 	 _ 	...• 
C. (1) CAMOUFLAGED/NOT AVAIL/OV..40/HOSTAGE -NAN 

(2) CAMOUFLAGED/NOT AVAIL/A1E/SANDY.01 
(3) CAMOUFLAGED/NOT AVAIL/A1E/SANDY.,:103 

D. US/US/US 
E. VMO-2 MAG 11/56 SOW/56 SOW 
F. NOT AVAIL/NOT AVAIL/NOT AVAIL 
G. 2/1/1 
H. U.S.  MARINE STANDARD/U.S. AF 

4. KING 4 21/0311 OL.-1 3ARRGP 
5. S/E 
S. KING 4 DIVERTED TO SCENE, SPAD 11/12 ;167 -74721/0318 

• - 

AGE 3 RUMLJBB0143 
7. SPAD 11/_ JG-4 2/33 ATREDFRNE-  - 
B.;215•-25 N 107- 32 	S-6L 
9. -AiB.Cr NOT A FACTOR 
10. OL-1 3 ARGP MAJ L. DIXON, CAPT W. MEREDITH. TSGT R. BUCKNER, 

SSGT J. WADE' MC J. WHITE 
11. PANAMA, 20 TASSt I DASC, OL-2 3 ARRGP 

*************************** 
FLASH 	 * kt:71 	U 	 Aseimuri 	 ' 

** *********************** 
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STANDARD/USAF STANDARD 
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MB JECT TO GENERAL DECLA SS IF 'CATION 
.. ”2010.,E OF EXECIA'l V E L ROER 11652 

AUTOMAT I CA .I.L .,' DOWN GRADED AT MO/  

TEAR I
DE CDASS I F 1ED ON 4 / . 	N T11.3 -;Lo. S  

-6 



17.  
18.  

HOSTILE ZULU (wINGmAN) 0315/21 15-25N107-32E 
 40 ARRs/HH-53/JUNGLE PENETRATORS/21/0605z 

4/4/2/2/0/0 
TAKEN UNINJURED To DANANA AR . 	...._ 
4/22.8/HC-130/39 ARRS 	 Claasifietl. by 	  

S JBJECT TO GENERAii. DDC . ,...3 3 IFICAT NV 7/21.3/HH-3/ 37 ARRS 
:.4/18.8/HH53/ 40 ARRS 	 1,50DULE OF Els.IELVII ,-E 0DER 11652 

-6/23.0/A-1/ - 56 SOW ., 	 AIJIW•TICALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO . 

:.26/.115.7/A-1/56 SOw 	 YEkRINTS.W.A.1.6  

A/0/0/0/NOT AVAIL/0/0/0 	 COECIASSIFIED ON  g I  DEC 710  

. A. -',JOLLY:GREEN 82' .::- 	A. JOLLY GREEN kg 
loC . CAPT D.Y. THomPSON 
cP MAJ Fi.:BLEIR ' 	

AC CAPT4. FIRST - 

4 " 

.''.-... d . 1. :71-... ::::. 

	

_ 	-...,...,...-..:..-.0 
Cp MAJOR SCOGGINS 

_. 

: ft  e n illt  • P:.''''i:. -.1  
FE SSGT:-.,:(,R. HENDRIX 	FE MSGT M.F. TASKER 	

) 	
Ni 

PAGE 4 RUMLJBB0143 Ci lma.,E...Imajm Uk L 	 ir
v
s0.4?-0 

. 	 , 	 .,.. 

' 	.-7,...:. ,  PJ SGT G.J. MC 0074ALoptiseL. HoRKA 	
j. \'4 '.  PJ SOT T. CARRERY 	 PJ SGT C. MORROW 	
v 4, rk,l, . . 	. 

B. CAPT JOHN DYE' 	B. MAJOR C.E. wHINERy 	 • . 
56 SOW 	 56 Sow 

19. A. 15-25 N 107-32E 100 PERCENT . 
B. S/E 	 , 
C. S/E 
D. FOG/LOW LEVEL STRATUS IN VALLEY/HILL TOPS 1500 AND ABOVE CLEAR/ 

WIND 090/05 START TO BURN OFF AT 0200Z 	
. 

.9. E. S/E 
H. j? ARRS COMBAT AIR FORCE AIRCREW  mAMBERS SAVES/AIR REFuEJING/AIR 

_ 

CRAFT 	qt2IDuETQ_EaST_ILD01 . ---RE PLOIYmENTs KING 4 NOTIFIED 	. 
THIS RCC AT 21/0317Z THAT HOcTAGE NAN HAD BEEN SHOT  DOWN. TWO ALERT 	. 
JOLLYS AND TWO SPADS WERE SCRAMBLED. HOSTAGE ZULU REPO: D'VfICE CTC 
W 	THE 	0 SURVIVORS', CALL SIGNS HOSTAGE NAN AND COWPOKE 18. AT ETPZ 
:JOLLY GREENS 68 OP 	)SANDY'S 01 AND 02 WERE AIR BORNE FROM N.KHON 
'PHANOM' THAILAND. SANDY'S 03 AND 04 WERE AIR BORNE AT 0400Z. THE AREA 
WAS DETERMINED TO BE EXTREMELY HOSTILE BY THE COVEY FAC AND(lailP WHEN 
ARRIVING ON SCENE. THE-U5EETWE-Ng- ER . lo I • SAFE AREA WHILE FLIGHTS 
OF FAST MOVERS WERE CALL D IN TO KNOCK OUT FOUR KNOWN GUN POSITIONS 	, 

PAGE 5 RUMLJBB0143 CON_ IeENTIAL 
SAN9YS AND SPA§S 	 .RMS FIRE 	NG DIRECT 
AT IHE_SUR/IMORS. THE BUNKERED GUN POSITIONS ABSORBED FLIGHT 	tt.' 
FLIGHT OF HARD ORDPIANCE. AT 0722Z W1111_91.__WAELSBOI_DDWN.  THE PILOT 
ECTED AND CAME DOWN 1/2 MILE EAST OF THE TWO MARINE SURVIVORS IN A 
SAFER AREA. AT I 	SANDY 03 Too( A HIT AND TURNED - SOUTH TOWARD A_SAFE 

.AREA. A SUCCESFULL EJECTION WAS ACCOMPLISHED AT .075. 	OLLY:GREEW.712 
AND. .:6--e ATTEMPTED A PICK UP OF SANDY 03 HOWEVER . ZIG'77TOOK GROUNd-FIRE-
'WHICH WOUNDED_HIS_RESCUE SPECIALIST AND HE 11ACORCEp_x0 ABORT THE PICK 
UP. 7.J04.x. GREEN 606'THE PICKED UP SANDY 03.'JG 681'AND77 THE FLEW TO 
DANANG AIR BASE - IN ORDER TO GET MEDICAL ATTENTION FOR THE WOUNDED PJ. 
TWO PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN GUN POSITIONS WERE BELIEVED TO BE RESPONSIBLE F0- 
DOWNING SANDY 01 AND SANDY 03, PLUS INFLICTING BATTLE DAMANGE ON PAD /f/o. 
AT 0814Z. ADDITIONAL HARD ORDINANCE WAS CALLED IN TO SILENCE THE 

****** 	************** 
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141 litit5.5U-.1., 	
1. 4  

- 

'T 00417 	 .73 
„605,,,,aT lwaz WHILE MOVING INTO POSITION FOR A PICK UP :' OF SANDY' 01. 
EJOLLYGREEN4W/TOOK A HIT IN A FUEL LINE AND PROCEEDED 70 DANANG . AIR 
*13ASEADDITIONAL SAR FORCES WERE SCRAMBLED THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON 
FROM DANANG AND NKP. THAILAND. COVEY FACS CONTINUED TO DIRECT FAST MOVERS 
STRIKES THROUGHOUT THIS EFFORT. 	OTAL OF 30 A-1 AIR CRAFT WITH VAR- 
IOUS ORDINANCE LOADS WERE USED,  pLus  AN UNKNOWN LARGE NUMBER OF FAS 
MOVERS.-AT1025Z A SUCCESSFUL PICKUP OF SANDY .01 . 'WAS.ACCOMPLISHED BY: 

_ - 
TAGE  6 RUMLJBB0143 c;j1  m 	L 	•*ANA'agiz' _ 
WiLLY;GREE0g7USING-A SMOKE SCREEN -F-0MA SHIELD'AiNagSOW;21AND13,3V 
AtTEMOTErWPICK UP THE ORIGINAL SURVIVORS AT 1045Z BUT_WERE NOT sue- 

SS IP D1 	• 	STRICTED,VISIBIL T .  AND GROUND 	R • 	.EDIATELY AFTER 
ABORTED ATTEMPTW21AND33.1LINKED UP WITH KING T_FOR AIR REFUELING 
WHILE 'JOINING UPKIRG  7 7- BEGAN RECEIVING IRE  FROM 37MM AND_TDDKJEgASIVE  

--ACTIOR;TITO—DAMAGE OCCURRED AND THE WIR—FATEL-rNG WAS COMPLETED IN 
ANOTHER AR A. AT 1100Z AS DARKNESS APPROACHED ,A LARGE_1MOUNT 
CONT OL AGENTS WAS DROPPED BY FAST MOVERS. AT 1115Z730.LL`CORiEN07700K 
SOME GROUND FIRE AT 1119Z. BUT CONTINUED MOVING 	 JOLLY GREEN 
07 TOOg HEAVY FIRE WHICH  DISABLED HIS HYDRULIC SYSTEM  ANDU DTST'-
'RESCUE SPECIAST. RIZ.' ---'R-EVENTED ANY FURTHER ATTIET-AMICUING 
HOSTAGE NAN AND WOKE 18. BOTH SURVIVORS WER _I R.II0 CONTACT 
WIDLIBELSPLIES THROUGHOGT THE DAY AND REPORTED NO  INJORIES. A FAC 
AIRCRAFR WILLREMAJN _D ALL NIGHT MONITORING GUARD FREQUENCY. --' 

-at 	• 	8 N -1=1,..miugo FOR FIRST LIGHT TOMMOROW 22  APRIL.. 
nUE TO TH'E EXTREME HOSTILITY OF THE AREA IT IS EXPECTED THAT A LARGE 

_AMOUNT OF ORDINANCE WILL BE EXPENDED BY FAST MOVERS, SPADS AND SANDYS. 
SIX SANDYS FROM NKPr THAILAND ARE REMAINING AT DANANG TONIGHT FOR THE 
FIRST LIGHT EFFORT. REQUEST FOR FAST MOVERS BE FORWARDED TO 7AF, TAN 
SON NHUT, AB, AND I DASC ADANANG, RVN. 

aT 
no143 

NNNN* 
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DOCUMENT 8 	 507 
DATEt 22 APR 
	

April 1970 
	

1 01 

MISSION NUMBERt 1443041 APR 70 (Part # 4) 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 6 

LCCATIONt IC 705056 (130/602) 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOSTAGE NAN (0V-10), 
SPAD 01 (A-1) 	. 

SAVES: .  2 Combat (Cowpoke 18B & SPad 01) 

COWPOKE la (01-1o), 

1: (U) At 0440Z King 6 arrived in the SAR area. After a briefing 
from King '4 command of the SAR was transferred to King 6 at 0455Z. - 
At this time King 4 departed for refueling with Jolly Green 82 & 83. 

2, 4111P  The weather in the SAR at this time was excellent and Covey 297, he 411,-Seene-FAC, was doing an outstanding job silencing AAA in 
the area The SAR resources immediately available were Jolly-Green ' 
83, 82, 33, 21, Sped 11, the new On-Scene Commander, Spad 12, 01, 02, 
Grubby 41, 42, 45, 46, and Smoke 61, 62, 63, 64. Spad 11 had just 
completed his briefing from Spad 09 at 0440Z and had assumed his . 
duties aEv.the On-Scene Commander, Jolly-Green 33 & 21 had just 
replaced Jolly Green 35 & 42 at this time also. Due to the hip:h _ 
elevation of the SAR effort, two more 1-H-.53fs were requested from 
Queen, but Queen informed Us that they were out of HI-1--53 resources 
and that Jolly Green 33 & 21 would have to act as back-up for 
Jolly-Green 83 & 82. 

3. (U) At 0500Z Sped 11 and Covey 297 had pinpointed Cowpoke's 
position by-mirror flashes. Covey 297 informed me tat he had 
a visual contact with Cowpoke. It was about this time that we 
realised we had lost contact with Hostage Nan. Spad 11 was not 
having any success in trying to get him to come up on his radio. 

(11) At 0515 Covey 297 reported that he had just.- one more 
ridgelingto work his strike flights on-and he thought that • 
within' 30 min an attempted pick-up could be made. 'Sped 11. start.. 
edtolather his SAR forces iii the area and all were informed to 
move in Closer to. the area. Jolly Green 83.& 82 were back on 
Orbit after AiR with King 4. 

5. (U) At 0535Z Queen vas informed to release King 3 and King 5 
so they could RTB. King 7 estinated SO area 0540Z. Queen advised 
us of a severe weather warning for Channel 89 from 0545 to 0745Z 
and all Ch 89 forces were alerted to increase their fuel reserves 
accordingly. Sped U . requested that all SAR forces recover Channel 
77 due to closer proximity of this station and weather at Channel 89,; 
At 0612Z Queen concurred with Spad llte decision to recover SAR 
forces at Channel 77. King 7 arrived in SAR area at 0545Z and 

GIRCAJP-4 
- 	 Downgrach!d at 3year intervals, 

'1111111111Wilft 	Leciassifiedaf.er 12 mas.  
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fietwitittely started refneling operations with Jolly Green 33 & 21. 102 
This operation was Completed at 0605Z and King 7 wns alerted to 
stendbyte refuel JollyGreen 83 &  82 in ease the  needed fuel after 
their pick-up attempt. 

6a. 	At 0620 Spad Il had his SAR forces in area and started his 
brie 	an the pieReup attempt for Cowpoke I813. Nothing had been. 
heard - from Hostage Nan in quite some time and 8pa4 11 wanted to try 
far the one known Silrvivor. Sped 11 decided to lay a smoke screen 
around Cowpoke in the shape of a horse shoe with the open end at 
the south for Jolly Green 83 to ingress through. The beads were 
going to farn a daisy chain around Jolly Green 83 to suppress 	. 
ground fire if encountered. The briefing was completed at 0632Z 
and Jolly Green 83 started in for pick-up with Spada 11, 12, 01 & 02. 
Jelly Green 83 arrived overhead survivor at 0635Z and was lowering 
his penetrator. About this time both Sped 01 St 12 took hits from 
ground fire. Sped 12 reported his engine was running rough and he 
was proceeding to Channel 77 with Sped 11 as escort. Sped 01 was in 
serious trouble. His wingman reported he was on fire in the right . 
wing root area. Sped 01 proceeded due west with Speed 02 and Covey 
210, who had just arrived on scene to replace Covey 297, giving chase. 
.At 0642Zapproximately 8 miles due west of SAR, Sped 01 bailed out 
.and was immediately picked up by Jolly Green 82. at 0650Z. During 
this time Jolly Green 83 had picked up Cowpoke 1813 and was exiting 
the area to effect join-up with Jolly Green 82 and Sped 01. Smoke 
flight and Grubby flight were still with Jolly Green 83, By 0700 , 
all SAE and strike forces had been accounted for and Jolly Green 
83 & 82 with Sped 02 were proceedine to Channel 77. At,0705 Ccwe. 
poke 18 stated that he had had no contact with Hostage an since 
0030Z and had heard enemy patrols in the area. It was recommended 
tO_Queen that the SAR forces be Mod and Covey 210 with King 6 
would conduct an electronic and visual search for Hostage Nan. 
Queen concurred with this plan and all forces left the area by 	. 
0302 with exception of King 6 and Covey 210, 

Covey 210 and King 6 made numerous Guard and Delta channel 
etran esions for Hostage Nan to come up voice, but had negative 
eresults.. - A Brits Lite photo RECCB aircraft was rag:lasted:ft= - 
-.11il1ebor0 at 0800Z and at 08457;  Falcon 22 arrived in area to work = 
ewith. Covey. 210. After two. photo runs through the- area Falcon 22 
and Covey 210 were sent home. King 6 made one more search through. 
the area from 1030Z to illOZ with negative results and then also 
departed for home base. 

• 	 1,

8..' 	REMARKS: 

2 

Big 
fast 
Were 
free 

a. (C) Al]. SAR and strike forces did an outstanding job. 
Control, I CORPS DAS°, was extremely valuable in getting 11,13 

mover resources along with - Lovebug base. Both these agencies 
able to monitor Panama discreet free 256.4 and our strike 
347.9, which coincided with Loveb efeeeae,.,e 	 

interval's, 
Years. 

uUP-4 
DcAviir u,ci at 3 ) ear 

bcciassified af Cr 12 
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11174n =friendly patrol was sighted (0230Z) apparently 
mare for survivors; Cormimnications with survivors etill 
*elk but readable. 

Io. tfter pounding the AAA with fastmovers for 45 minutes 
Spade lied to check on suitability of bringing ia the Jolly 
°reams for a pick up. The ground fire was too intense and more 
list mover strikes were put on target. 

U. It At 0330Z it appeared that a pick up might be possible.- 
Jolty- rem 82 & 83, escorted by Spads 7, 8 &.10, and Smokes 25, 
26 & 27, formed for a recovery attempt. The attemp .:, failed 
primmrlIr due to smoke being too close to the et vi-c' and the 
Jol* Green getting disorientated in the smoke. Jolly Green 
also reported taking intense fire. All forces pulled back with-
out any losses. 

12, 40!A whole new round of Se forces were . orderd for another 
attempt inoluding special ordnance (BLU-52) from Channel 87.' 

13. (U) Spad 11 replaced 8pad 09 as On-Scene Commander and Jolly 
Green 21 & 33 replaced Jolly Green 35 & 42 who had been holding 
in the .event of a secondary SAR effort. 

(U) King 6 came on scene and was given a complete briefing. 
At 0440Z Eing 6 assumed Airborne Mission Command and King 4 
descended to refuel Jolly Green 82 & 83 prior to RT8 Ch 83. 

15. IlForces Used 

SKR 

Spadt Is 2, 7, a, 
Jolly Green: 	21, 

9, 10, 11, 
33, 35, 42 

12 

FACs 

Covey 219, 253, 286, 
Nail 57 (resupply) 

297 

103 

Grubby: 	35, 36, 37, 41, 42, 45, 46 
Smoke: 	25, 26, 27, 61, 62, 63, 64 

FM flights 

Cobra 	Gunfighter Lovebug 
Falcon 	Limit 	Metric. 

(U) King 4 Crewmemberst 

Playboy 
Ringneck 

GROUP-4 
Downgr ckci at 3 ear intervals, 

Declassified af er 12 mas. 

DAnD C. FEILEM4 lrajor 	• 
iirerattaanzanderAirterne-giseien-Gontmander 	

- _,S-471 _ 	. 

DECLASS[Fll ED 

NM FUGER 
MM watza 
MAJ BEGUX 
SSG GARNER 
MSG GRIFFIN 
SSG BROWN 
VSG ROBERTSCN 


