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IMMEDIATE

PT 00468

17. 4. 0/0/0/0/4/0/0/% - B. S/E -

18. A. PILOT~CAPT ROGER E. HILL/DET 7' 3BARRS (MAC):

COPIiLOT=MAJ LORAN M. NICHOLS'

FLT ENG=SSGT JOSEPH L. COBURN,

PJ=MSGT ANTHONY R. GARGANO/38ARRSQ(MAC):

B+ SSGT. CHARLES L. COLBERT/FR262-68-9025/40ARRSQ ™ (MAC)

.29+ DANANG TOWER ALETED DET 738 ARRS:O SINBOUND  HH=53, “JOLLY:
GREEN "77» WITH BATTLE DAMAGE  AND: A" SERIH WOUNDED: CREWMEMBER «
‘PEDRO 91..CREW. SCRAMBLED -AND MET THE. ACFuhgsgzrerQUCHﬁb DOWN,. IPLET0%
AND FLT ‘ENG WERE DEPLOVED' AND RESCUEE WAS::EOADED:FROM HH-53I INTC
PEDRO S1. ENROUTE» HE WAS TREATED BY THE PJs ASSISTED BY'THE
FLT ZMG. AFTER DISCHARGING ‘THE SURVIVOR PEDRO- 91 RETURNED. TO
ALERT PAL AND TERMINATED THE MISSION AT 08552/2% APR 70. ONE
COMZ®y SAVE IS CREDIVED.
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FUBJELT 10 GENERAL DECIASSIFICATION

BOHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE GRDER 11652
WUTOMATICA LY DOWNGRADED AT TWO

YEAR INTERVALS.

PECLASSIFIED ON

Qla

Y

DECLASSIFIED

DATE: 21 APR 70

PrPieltalaliel o5 Anril 1970

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-030-21 APR 70 (Part # 2)

L e BEE S DOWNRR DET TC ;
ATRCRAFT DESIGNAT;on. @G?;ONFIDEMT‘ AL O'\IO[ Q’/\/B

LOCATION: VC 705056 AN EX.ORDER 11:52

DISTRESSED ATRCRAFT: HOSTAGE NAN (OV-10) SANDY 01 (A-1E)
SANDY 03 (A-1E)

SAVES: 2 Combat (Sandy Ol - 1 save, Sandy 03 - 1 save)

1, (C) At OLL5 King 6 arrived on the SAR scene and was brieféd -
by Kirig 4, The dovméd pilots were Hostage Nan and Cowpoke 18,

The On-Scene Commander was Spad 11,” The SAR resocirces immediately
available weré Spad 11 & 12, Spad 05 & 06 who wére eéscorting Jolly™
Green 21 & 22, OSmoke and Grubby were on order out of Ch 89, Sandy
1, 2, 3,"4 and Jolly Green 77 & 68 had beer launched out 6 Ch 89,
Covey 21k was working strike aircraft on krown gun positions, At
OL55 King 6 assumed Airborne Mission Command from King AL,

2. (U) The weather in ‘the recovery area was excelleént, The altitude
of the survivars was reevaluated and it was determined that it was
somewhere around 3800 feet with a temperature of 250 C,” The Big
dollys were moved to a holding point closer to the SAR incasé they
had to be used, "King 7 was airborne and available as tanker, Spad
11 confirmed positions of both survivors by the use of mirrors at
0600, After refueling, Jolly Green 22 developed hydraulic probléms
and was escorted back to Ch 77 by Jolly Green 21 and Sandy 1 & 2,
Two more Jolly Greens were requested from Ch 77, dJolly Green 21
was paired with'Jolly Green 33 and returned to the SAR scene, At
0655 Sandy 5, 6, 7, 8 and Jolly Green 82 & 83 were launched out of
Ch 89. ¥

3. (C) At 0700 Spad 11 briefed Spad 05 and Spad 05 was appointed
On-Scene Commander, By 0720 Grubby L1 flight and Smoke 21 flight .
had checked in, Covey 239 had replaced Covey 219 and was continu-
ing to put strikes in, 0725 Spad 05 was briefing Sandy 0l on
survivors positions in preparation for an attempted pick upe
Sandy 01 took intense ground fire and bailed out close to the
positicn of the other survivors, At 0730 Spad 06 had to RTB for
fuel, Sandy 02 was jéined with Spad 05, Sandy Ol reported he
was in good condition,

Le {C) At 0750 Spad 05 orginized Sandy 3 & L, Spad 05, Sandy 02
and Jolly Green 77 & 68 for a quick pick up attempt on Sandy 01,
In the attempted pickup Jolly Green 77 had to pull off due to
heavy fire with a wounded P.J. Sandy 03 took heavy battle damage

Rf e \:




and called Mayday as Sandy 05, Sandy 03 headed for the Jolly

Green orbit point and then had to bail out, Jolly Green 68 and
Sandy 02 had Sandy 03 in sight with a good chute. Jolly Green 68
made the pick up on Sandy 03, at 0805. Jolly Green 77 was

directed to head for Ch 77 with his wounded man and he then
reported a chip lite. A Redeye intercepted and escorted Jolly
Green 77 to Ch 77, Sandy L, who was close to bingo escorted

Jolly Green 68, with Sandy 3 on board back to Ch 77, Spad 05 brief—
ed Sandy 05 on what had happened,

5¢ (C) Sandy 05 was appointed On-Scene Commander 0820 after
receiving briefing from Spad 05, Spad 05 and Sandy 02 RTB Ch 77.
Spad 05 had taken a hit, there was no apparent damage. Covey 517
replaced Covey 239 and continued to put strikes in against guns
in the area, Grubby 4! flight was replaced by Grubby 45 flight,
Smoke 25 flight arrived and Smoke 23 & 24 RTB Ch 89 bingo., Jeolly
Green 21, 33, 82 & 83 were on station with Sandy 7 & 8, At 0901
Sandy 05 made comm check with all survivors, g1l in good shape,
Jolly Green 83 received a hit in the holding area at 0938 and had
to be taken to Ch 77 by Sandy 7 & 8, Spad 11 & 12 brought Jolly
Green 21, 33 & 82 in close for preparation for a pickup of all
survivors,

6. (U) At O947 Gunfighter 36 called Mayday for his wingman,
Gunfighter 35, who had sustained battle damage, His first solid
position was fixed at 210/35/77., Jolly Green 07 & 35 were _
launched to cover the Gunfighters and the problem was turned Gver
to King 2,

7. (C) At 1006 Sandy 05 began briefing for pickup attempts. AIl
three Jollys were to be used with 82 attempting pickup on Sandy 01,
Jolly 21 on Hostage Nan and Jolly 33 on Cowpoke 18, The two birds
not involved in the pickup were to act as high birds. At 1016
Sandy 05 had the Smoke and Grubby aircraft lay their ordnance. The
Jolly Greens moved in at 1020, Sandy 01 was picked up at 1025,
Jolly Green 21 moved in under the smoke and attempted to locate
either Hostage Nan or Cowpoke 18. The smoke was carried by about
a 7 knot wind and severely reduced the visibility. Jolly Green 21
Spent several minutes under the smoke screen, but was unable to
locate either survivor and had to pull off for a later attempt,

8. (8) At 1055 Jolly Green 33 developed transmission problems
and had to RTB Ch 77. Jolly Green 21 escorted 33, Jolly Green
07 & 35 were on scene with Sandy 9 & 10 and Spad 11 & 12, Aall
other SAR resources had RTB'd bingo or winchester. Covey 239
continued to put in strikes. Sandy 05 went out to bring the
dJollys into the area while Sandy 06 put in Warhawk 31, 32, 41, 42
and Lovebug 229 with Blu 52. Jolly Green 82 RTB 77,

9« (C) The final rescue attempt of the evening was made at 1125,
Jolly Green 07 took heavy fire and had to pull off with battle
damage and one wounded ma Jolly Green 07 &

!




DECLASSIFIED

back to Ch 77 by Sandy 9 & 10 who then Teturned to Ch 89, "Sandy”
5 & 6 aid Spad 11 & 12 RTB'd to Ch 77, King 7 was RTB!d after the
Jollys were back at Ch 77.

10. (U) King 6 attempted to contact Hostage Nan and Cowpoke 18 °
on Guard with 1ndé results, Wolf Ok reported to King 6 that he had
received a transmission from Hostage Nan saying he was'bedding ' =
down for ‘the night and would be up at sunrise, Covey 544 replaced
Covey 239 and was to remain on station until he was replaced, :
Queen provided a lineup of FACs that would be on station all might.
King 6 briefed Covey 544 on his replacement and g 6 RIB'd Ch 83.

11, (C) King 7 handled all refueling of the Jolly Greens.” King 7
made nine operational refuelings off lodding a total of 26,900
pounde of fuel, Xing 7 was subject to ground firé while refueling
Jolly Green 21, Sandy 9 & 10 and Jolly Green 33 were escorting

at this time, The refuelings were scheduled by King 6, but all
coordination was handled between the Jollys and King 7. KXing 7
also was extremely valuable in helping SAR aireraft returning'
from the scene with battle damage, King 7 had to land at Ch 77 to
- refuel and received excellent support, The total time off station
for King 7 was 75 minutes,

12, (U) REMARKS:

as (U) The support for this SAR effort was outstanding, The
availability of resources was exceptional, Big Control was up on
Panama discrete freguency and provided much needed support, As I
later learned, the strike frequency just happened to coincide with
Lovebug Control's frequency. The FAC just had to mention he needed
a type of ordnance and it was on the way. This led to a minor
problem in that all strike aircraft did not check in with King
but directly to the FAC., However, this was more than made up for
by the guick respense and proper ordnance delivered by the Lovebugs.

" be (U) Panama did an outstanding job. They not only performed
their normal rule of providing aircraft with routing to and from -
the SAR scene, traffic separation by altitude, and radar advisery,
but also ¢oordinated with DASK for a clear radial fram Ch 77 to the
SAR scene,

co (U) The efforts of all the SAR forces were excellent, Jolly
Grgen 68 & 21 did an exceptional Jjob under very hazardous conditions,

13, (C) RESOURCES:

SAR FORGES © FAC -
Spad 11 & 12, 05 & 06 Covey 21k, 219, 239, 517, 5hk
Sandy O1 thru 10 - Hostage 6

Jolly Green 21 & 33, 77 & 68 Misty 13
82 & 83, 07 & 35 Playboy '
Smoke 21 thru 28 Speedy 15 o 2 e
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DATE: 22 APR 78 '. ‘ CIUEINTIML 28 apri1 1970
MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-030-21 APR' mM@M' )

* QUBJECT TO GENFRAL DECLASSIFIGATION
AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 4  gosEDULE OF EAECUTIVE CRDER 11652

AUTOMATICALLY DOWH GRADED AT, TWO
LOCATION: YC 705056 VEAR INTERVALS. ) W_?g
| RECLASSIFIED ON_. _
DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOSTAGE MN (OV-10) @R e (ov10) |
o : 'anDED-TO
SAVES: None CONF, r)f_‘ \IT',AI_ O qj M3

1. (U) King 4 was assigned a first Jigh&%ffcri!‘&ﬁ’x\{ £k RRLR N3 < 50
mission, This mission had been run by King 4 and King 6 'the previocus -
day. The weather at day break was very unfavorable for a recovery
attempt with 500 £t ceiling and low visability,

24 (U) Previously designated SAR forces were airborne and on
station at day break as were controling FACs and mumerous fast
movers, A special operating GCI frequency had been set up with
Panama and the controler was throughly familiar with holding areas
for fast movers and other general aspects of the mission,

3. (U) At 2238Z Covey 286, the FAC 0SC, established voice contact
with Hostage MNan, At that time both he and Cowpoke 18 were reported
in good condition, The weather showed little sign of improvement

- amd Sandy 09, On~-Scene Commander, suggested at 2300Z that fast

movers be diverted to other missions until weather improved,

L, (U) At 2315Z Covey 219, another participating FAC, advised the
weather was unlikely to improve before 234527 and reaffirmed that
fastmovers should be diverted, At 2345 the new estimated break in
weather was mid-morning. Covey 219 suggested that slow movers
might be used but spad 09 rejected this due to known concentrations
of AAA, Everything had to wait for some improvement in weather,

5. (U) Radio transmissions from survivors were weak and getting
weaker, An air‘resupply kit was ordered., Nail 57 was scrambled
from Channel 89, ETA to SAR 0325Z,

6. (U) Covey 286 was having TACAN trouble and at 0035 he RTB giving
the FAC 0SC to Covey 219, who was followéd by Covey 253, and finally
by Covey 297.

7. (U) Shortly after 0200Z the weather finally opened up, The
survivors® positions, as well as AAA positiéns, were pin-pointed
and fast movers were directed in on targets,

8. (S) CGrubby flight had to RIB for fuel at 0220Z: Additional
Grubby was enroute, (Grubby i1, 42, LS5, 46)

NIALIEY D PR
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FM  (expended) {available)
Litter OL & 02,736 & 37 ~ Iitter 03 & OL
TLovebug 219 (2); 229 (2), Dusty 2k & 25

© 7205 (2),7211 (2) Fleet 74 & 75
Cobra 09, 10, 05, 06 Blade 05 & 06
Tide 31 & 32 - Gunfighter (2)
Warhawk -31 &-32, 41 & 42
Paleon 61 & 62
Metric ™l thru &

Saber 1 & 2

14, (U) Crevmembers:

KING 6 KING 7

AMC/AC 'CPT BADGER AC MAJ COUGHRAN
CP MAJ JONES CP MAJ POWELL
N CPT SEEGER N MAJ STOFFEL
RO A1C CONLON RO SSG STARKEY
FE TSG MATHETS FE TSG ERANNAN
FE TSG RAPER FE MSG MARTEL
IM TSG SWANEY IM TSG CORNELL

Ao € FSoctoee

ROBERT C. BADGER, Captain, USAF
Airborne Migsion Commander/Aircraft Commander

, e
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21 April 1970

OV-104 155423  YMO-2, MAG-11, USMC, Da Nang

Maj Eugene Lacy Wheeler (KIA)

Capt Charles E Hatch (survived)
In addition to its role as an FAC and close air support aircraft, the
Bronco carried cameras that gave it a photographic reconnais-
sance capability. Maj Wheeler and Capt Hatch were taking pho-
tographs of 2 ruad near the border between South Vietnam and
Laos about 12 miles west of Kham Duc when they were shot
down. Plying at about t,000 feet the aircrafi was hit in the rear
fuselage by either 37mmor 57mm AAA and caught fire. The crew
ejected and Capt Hatch was recovered the next morning by heli-
copter but although Maj Wheeler was in voice contact with the
rescue forces he was not recovered. It w4s assumed he had been
killed by an enemy patrol that he reported was closing in on his
position. Maj Wheeler had only started his tour of duty with
YMO-2 the day before he was shot down,

A-1H 52-135336 22 S0S, 56 SOW, USAF, Nakhon Phanom
Capt ] M Dyer (survived)

A-1)  52-142070 602 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, Nakhon Phanom

Maj C E Whinery (survived)
About four hours after Maj Wheeler's QV-10 was shot down west
of Kham Duc two USAF Skyraidess flying RESCAP during the
search for the aircrew were also shot down. Capt Dyer was mak-
ing his second pass over an enemy position just west of where the
Bronco went down when the airceaft was hit by 23mm AAA. Capt
Dyer ejected from his burning aircraft and landed safely to await
rescue. Half an hour later another of the escorting Skyraiders
was lost at almost exactly the same location. Maj Whinery was
making his fourth pass from just 300 feet on  target close to
where Capt Dyer had landed when his Spad was hit by 14.5mm
ground fire. Maj Whinery ejected and landed safely close to
Capt Dyer. They were both rescued by one of the SAR helicopters
of the 40th ARRS, making the Squadron’s 99th and 100th com-
bat rescues.



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
(FOURTH OAK LEAF CLUSTER)

TO

TERRY E. CAFFERY

Sergeant Terry E. Caffery distinguished himself by heroism while participating in
aerial flight as an HH53 Pararescue Specialist in Southeast Asia on 21 April 1970.
On that date, Sergeant Caffery and his fellow crewmember rescued a downed American
airman from deep in heavily fortified hostile territory. Even though exposed to
intense and accurate hostile ground fire that had driven off another helicopter and
seriously wounded one crewmember, he maintained his unproctected positjion on the
helicopter's ramp, providing precise maneuvering instructions to maintain rotor
clearance, and laying down a steady stream of suppressive fire against the numerous
gun positions during the extended hover required to complete the rescue. The out-
standing heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Caffery reflect
great credit upon himself and the United Statesa Air Force.
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DECLASSIFIER

REPLY TO
ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

TO!:

DEPARTME] ; "AIR FORCE
40TH AEROSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC)
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96237

Lgg (Lt Col Hegewald/2687T) < 8 APR 1970

Mission Narrative Report

3 ARRGp (JRCC)
APO 96307

"Classified Hy’?]’ R) M,o_/l)‘!r\

DATE: 21, 22 April 1970

‘ ULE OF EXECUTIVE CRDES
MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-030-21 Apr 70 BCHEDULE 0F EXECUTIVE CRDER 11652

SUBTECT TO GINERAL DECLASSIFICATION

AUPTOMATICALL ¢ BOVNGRADED AT TW S’ .
. o TRAR INTERVALS. @3&% 7
FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 83 DECLASSIFIED OF %) ) /

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Hostagé Man and COWpOké 18 o

B DOWNGRRANED TO
. CONFINENTHAL DY
SAVES: One Combat (Cowpoke 18) A+ EX.ORDER 11 52
Ref: Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 68, pickup of Sandy 3, 21 Apr T0.

Narrative by Capt Thompson, JG 82, pickup of Sandy 1, 21 Apr TO.
Narrative by Capt Furst, JG 82, pickup of Spad 1, 22 Apr T0.

LOCATION: YC 6708

SUMMARY QOF SAR ACTIONS:

1. (8) Jolly Green 83L and 82H, under operational control of 37 ARRSqg
and Queen, scrambled from Ch 77 at 0237Z, 22 Apr 70. Weather at launch
was clear; enroute, 8000' scattered culminus; survivor's area, 70001
scattered, 6 mi vis, haze. The initial holding point was. 220/45/77-

The final holding point was 103/58/72. JG 83's first attempt occurred

at 0345Z, The survivor's position became obscured in smoke as it driff-
ed south over the survivor due to light winds from the north. JG 83
received light ground fire during this attempt; however, due to rising
terrain and severe reduction of visibility, JG 83 egressed the area and
returned to the initial holding area. At 0500Z, JG 83 and 82 refueled
with King 4. JG 83 and 82 returned to. the final holding point at approx-
imately 0530%Z. The SAR area was in view approximately 3 miles north of
the final holding point. Cowpoke 18 could be seen flashing his survival
mirror on numerous occassions during the final holding. At 0617Z phase
Alpha started. The survivor was at.a pressure aliitude of 3800' and 26°C
located approximately midpoint between four roads north, south, east and
west. The exact location was 30 meters north of a parachute in primary
growth jungle. The survivor was in secondary growth just north on an up-
slope. As we approached the area the hoist. operator's interphone cord
became disconnected, causing considerable delay while in a hover. JG 83

Downe £ vear
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malntalned a hover 15 yards south of the surv;vor untll the. pilot 51gh e
same. Holst.operator regained interphone control and sighted survivor at
the same time. The pickup was completed at 06307 with approximastely five
minutes in a hover. Cowpoke 18 had no visible injuries nor was he in
shock. Light ground fire was received during ingress.and egress. Concen-
trated 23mm and 37mm gun implacements had been subdued by Strike forces,
napalm, smoke and CBU-19. Egress route {230) was.the;reciprocal of in-
bound, prior to egress Spad Ol .had been hit, proceeded to a safe area and
ejected just SE of JG 82's holding point. .JG 82 had Spad 01 in sight es
well as JG 83. JG 82 effected an immediate pickup with JG 83 as cover.
JG 83, JG 82 and Spad 02 RTB'd without further incident.

2. (U) The survivor was Cowpoke 18, Capt C.E. Hatch, USMC, VMO-2, MAG 11
3. (U) The crewmembers of Jolly Green 83 were:

AC: It Col Hegewald

CP: . Capt Battler

FE: BSgt Corcoran

PJ. Sgb Pambrun
Sgt Werber

ICHARD F. HEGEﬁEED Lt Colonel, USAF
Aireraft Commander, Jolly Green 83




DECLASSIFIED

LOth ARRSq Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970

The two days of 21 and 22 April proved to be the most pro-
ductive during the three month period as five combat saves were
recorded. The mission bégan in gearch of Cowpoke 18 and Hostage
Man (the front and back seater of a Marine OV-10). However,
before the mission was completed, rescues were recorded on two
Sandys (A-1E), one Spad (A-1E), as well as Cowpoke 18.13

In unrelated action the LOth chalked up its fifth save of
the day and the unit's 100th save overall when Jolly Green 72
rescued the only surviving crewmember of Adlib 12 (AC-130) at
070/23/72%h When hoisted aboard, the 100th save was in shéck
and suffering from burns about the face and hands. He received
immediate medical attention from the pararescuemen on the Jolly
Green, and was returned to the medical facilities at Danang AB,
RV

The back seater of an F-4 crew became the sixth non- '
combat save when his aircraft was forced down at 170/59/70 on
25 April]:6 The Jolly Green crew landed in a large rice paddy near
the survivor in order that medical attention could be given to
the survivor's cuts, burns, and possible broken elbow. The crew
and the injured pilot returned to Udorn without further incident].'7

On 8 May a Nail (OV-10) pilot was plucked from the trees at
1616N 10626E. Sandy aircraft sterilized the area as a precaut-
ionary measure before the Buff crew moved in and lowered the pene-
trator to the dangling pilot. The pilot was recovered and found

to have no in:juriesl'8

GROUP 4
Downgraded at 3 yoar
Intervals; declassified
*Ttar 12 years
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'DECLASSIFIED

DATE: 21 AFR 70

25 April 1970
s DOW™ "™
"~ CONFIDENTIA 0] WM’B

4. . iAw EX.ORDER.14.92
LOCATION: YC 705056 (225/5&/?7&3?551?@';“:;% .
~AL DECLASSIFY.
DISTRESSED ATRCRAFT: HOSTAGE mﬁc WA PF EXECUITVE CRDER 11%1;521 .

OMATICALLY DOWNGRaDED
: D AT TWO
SAVES: ) Combat (see part 2 & INTERVALS,

"BECLASSIFLED 0N, }_/ "ﬂ!E! ﬁ 78

1. (C) At 02457 King L received Mayday call from Héstiage Zulu
stating that Hostage “an had just been’hit and ejeéted, Hostage
Zulu advised that he ‘also had been hit, Hostage Zulu sighted two
good parachutes and 'determined that he could remain’in the area
briefly. Lopez 15 called to ask if he could assist, Covey 214 &
5.8 offered assistance, Hostage Zulu was initial On-Scene Com-
mander reéplaced by Covey 214 as soon'as Covey arrived,  Misty 13
was acguired in addition to Lovebug 933 by blanket calls for
assistance so that resources would be on hand in’'the event an
attempt was made to capture the downed personnel,

¥ Tr\"*

MISSION NUMBER: 1-%°
ATRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 4

2. (C) Covey 214 identified the location of the downed personnel
with the assistance of Hostage Zulu, As soon as the location was
determined fast mover strikes were initiated; Because of intense
small arms fire and 37MM fire being received, fast movers with hard
and soft ordnance, smoke and CBU-19 assists were requested in
addition to backup helicopters and A=l aircraft,

3. (U) Spad 11 arrived, was briefed by King L then Covey 214, As
soon as the briefing was completed and Spad 11 shown the area by
Covey 214, Spad 11 was appvinted On-Scene Commander, Covey 21k then
switched to a strike frequency and began working the relays of
fast mover resources, A discrete frequency was obtained from
Panama for GCI control of resources,

ke (U) The initial ‘response of coincidental assets in the area,
Covey 21k, Lovebug 933, and Dusty aircraft, although equipped énly
with 20MM, provided the initial suppression to prevent capture,
Some confusion existed momentarily within the mission command
aircraft as to where fast movers would come from, At one point
King was advised that further fast movers were cancelled by Blue
Chip however an immediate transmission by the Airborne Mission
Commander personnaly, resulted in immediate response and did not
deny the On-Scene Commander necessary resources, This is not
considered a problem; rather a demonstration of the need and
validity of the AMC concept,

DECLASSIFIED



'DECLASSIFIED

5, (U) Air Refueling Requirements: During Sing 4 control of the

missién air refueling requirements were recognized and passed to
Queen,

6, (C) Resources Utilized:
. Slow

Lopez 15 (0-2 released prier to use)’

Covey 21) (0OV-10 On-Scene Commander then FAC)
Hostage Zulu {QV-10 On-Scene Commander then RIB)
Spad 11 (A-1 On-Scene Commander)

Spad 12 b

Jolly Green 35 & 42

Fast

Misty 12 (F-100 FAC)
Lovebug 933 (2 A=L's)
Dusty 26 -

Playboy- 03 & 08
Holloway 305 (4 A-L's)
Limit 32 (F-100)
Gunfighter 83

7« (U) King 4 Crewmembers:

AMC MAJ BREWER
AC LTIC HATFIELD
CP LIC REEVES

N CPY FOLLMER
RO A1C WARE
FE T8G MITLIR
FE SS5G SHOREY
LM SSG WARKHAM

TON P.H. BRE‘:JER JRS, I-Ia.jor, USAF
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LOth ARRSq Hist, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970

Buff crew involved in the pick up of Cowpoke

18 on 22 April, Standing from the lefts Capt

D. H, Sattler (CP); Lt Col R. F, Hegewald (AC);

Sgt J. E, Corcoran (FE). Kneeling from the left:
TSgt R. H, Pambrun (PJ) and Sgt W. A. Werber Jr. (PJ)
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James Corcoran

From: “Joe Copalman" <joe_vee_ten@hotmail.com>
To: <jcorcoran@ecl.livonia.mi.us>

Cc: <benjieraymond@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:53 PM

Subject: Re: [FACNET] Cowpcke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70

Mr. Corcoran,

I saw your request on the FACNET and thought I might be able to help.
Eric Raymond (CCed in this message) is the OV-10 Bronco Association's
listkeeper and might be able to put you in touch with Chuck Hatch.

Also, I'm not sure if Chuck Burin (ccburinl 4@msn.com) has contacted you
about your request, but along with being the Bronco Association's historian,
he served in VMO-2 at the same time Hatch and Eugene Wheeler (pilot,
callsign HOSTAGE NAN) were shot down. He might be able to give some input.
I think Peter Colt was actually airborne during the shootdown and witnessed
some of the SAR, so you might want to track him down. The shootdown and SAR
are also documented in the book "Ground Attack: Vietnam" (pg.133-164) by
J.M. Moriarty, who was VMO-2's CO at the time of the shootdown - Wheeler was
the squadron's new XQ at the time.

Lastly, there's a story involving Capt. Hatch on our website that may
be of interest, as it involves his first flight in an OV-10 since the
shootdown. Here's the URL:
hitp://www.ov-10bronco.net/ov]Ostories detail.cfm?NewsID=160 Hatch was a
rarity among Marine Aerial Observers, as his background was in Armor,
whereas most AOs came from the Artillery and Infantry communities.

Hope this helps some.
All the best,

Joe Copalman
Researcher/Newlsetter Editor
OV-10 Bronco Association

>From: "corcoran48154" <jcorcoran{@ci.livonia.mi.us>

>Reply-To: FACNET @yahoogroups.com

>To: FACNET @yahoogroups.com

>Subject: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70

>Date: Wed, 28 Aug 2002 12:13:14 -0000

>

>] would like to contact a Charles E. Hatch. He was a Captain in

>1970. Drove an OV-10 for VMO-2, MAG-11 USMC DaNang 1970. Call sign
>was Cowpoke 18 during that period. I am helping do some research for
>a retired Pararescueman who is writing his second book on SEA rescues.
>The mission took place on April 21 and 22 1970. There was an OV-10
>and at least 3 A1E's shot down and several Jolly Greens shot up. Any
>help would be appreciated. Send me an e-mail at:

> jcorcoran{@ci.livonia.mi.us
>

8/29/2002
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ROCKS!! ROCKS!!
Rolfe Hunt's hair-raising tale of cutting things just a little too close in Elephant
Valley! ‘

By Rolfe Hunt

©1999 Rolfe Hunt, All Rights Reserved.

| served with Major Wheeler, Hostage Nan, in VMO-2 at the time he was shot down. A great
guy and somewhat unusual among us OV-10 drivers - to me he seemed kind, gentle,
thoughtful, dedicated to his family. Igor was also in VMO-2 at that fime so knew him.

A little sidelight: Captain Chuck Hatch was the AQ shot down with him. Chuck spent a couple
of nights on the ground with the bad guys beating the bushes all around him hefore he was
finally rescued. He took a week or two off from flying then went back at it with me as pilot on
his first flight back in action.

While we were doing a photo mission near the east end of Elephant Valley, we were called to
support a recon team out in "Yankee Charlie” company, the area of YC map coordinates west
toward the Laotian border. A low ceiling covered the tops of the mountains on both sides of the
valley but rather than go around the long way | chose to go through the tunne! formed by the
mountains on the side and the clouds overhead (flying VFR of course and with poor radio
contact down in the valley). Fortunately | knew this valley like the back of my hand because
after we were committed - not enough room to turn around - it began to rain. The QV-10
windshield wiper seems quite busy but does little good. | could see nothing but the rain
whitened windshield.

| knew the valley just ahead dog-legged a little to the left so | hesitated a moment, made a
slight turn and went to full power to climb straight ahead down the valley and punch up through
the clouds. Just as | turned | heard Chuck yelling in the back seat over the sound of the
engines at full power. Then he keyed the intercom and | realized he was yelling, "Rocks!
Rocks!" Sure enough, a few feet off the right wing were the huge rain blackened rocks of the
valley wall. My guess at where to turn had been correct but just barely, | went on the gauges
and continued the climb straight ahead and contacted control for an IFR clearance.

We completed the mission with the recon team and returned horme safely, but that was
Chuck’s last flight as an AO. Having cheated death on two fiights in a row, he quit and went
back to tanks.

Maybe he's online with us now and can add fo this or correct any errors my memory allows
after almost 30 years. He was one of the best of our AO's. | flew with him many times and
enjoyed knowing and working with him in the air ground team.

Rolfe Hunt
Hostage Hornet
Danang, 1969-1970

If you have ary additions or corrections lo this ifem, please let us know!

Go to Stories Index

-
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Cowpokel8, draft

On April 21, 1970

Jolly Green 82 and Jolly Green 83 had been sent to NKP from Udorn to stand “EAST”
alert

The enlisted members of both crews were having lunch at the NCO club at NKP. The
NCO club had a notice on the menu that they had received a shipment of fresh
strawberries for strawberry shortcake and everyone was looking forward to having a
special desert that we had not had for a long time. Just as the strawberry shortcakes had
been served, the portable radios blared, “Launch the Jollies!” I couldn’t believe the
timing because we all reaily wanted the strawberry shortcake. I mentioned to Terry
Caffery (who was sitting across from me) that it was a shame that we couldn’t have the
shortcake. He looked over at me, thought for a second, then picked up the shortcake m
his bare hand and jammed the whole thing in his mouth. It was Hilarious and I remember
getting some real strange looks from everyone sitting around the dining room (non
aircrew). We all ran out of the NCO club without paying for the lunch. I still laugh
when I think about him jamming that whole cake in his mouth like that.

It turned out that the reason we were launched was one of the Jolly Greens on the
cowpoke mission was diverted because Sgt. Colbert had been shot in the arm during an
attempt. It also seems to me that at that point in time there were two people on the
ground Cowpoke 18 Alpha and Hostage Nan.  They had beenin an OV-10outof
DaNang B s

We arrived in the holding area and began orbiting while the Sandy’s were working the
area over. From the radio traffic we could tell that there was a lot of very active and
accurate Triple-A (23mm and 37mm) in that area. While the details are a little hazy of
that day I seem to remember that the A1E’s had their hands full and a number of them
were taking serious hits. Either during the close-in orbit or during our first attempt we
received ground fire that caused our #2 engine to either quit or leak fuel bad enough that
we had to divert to Da Nang for repairs. We went to Da Nang because we did not want
to cross the “route structure” back to NKP with just one engine. The repairs took long
enough to prevent us from making another attempt that day so we remained over night a
Da Nang.

April 22, 1970

We got up for a “first light effort” but the weather was Delta-Sierra (dog-shit) and we had
to wait around for the ceilings to lift so we could take off. During the night one of the
survivors was killed or captured. When the weather permitted us to take off we
proceeded to the area and again orbited close to the survivors position. Qur first attempt
was abandoned because of some confusion on directions from the on-scene commander
and/or ground fire. After the first attempt both Jolly Green 82 and 83 left the immediate
area and hit a C-130 tanker and took on fuel. We then returned to the holding point,
which was a couple of miles from the survivor’s position. I clearly remember that while
we were orbiting a couple of miles from the survivor I spotted the survivors signal mirror.



I was surprised at how clear it was and how much it helped orientate me as to where he
was on the ground so [ would know where to look for him when we went into a hover.
While inbound during the second attempt we received small arms fire and Sgt Pambrum
and Sgt Werber returned the fire with their miniguns. When we went into a hover I went
on “hot mike” and lowered the penetrator. I had disconnected my intercom cord so there
was some confusion that extended the time in a hover. [ finally got the intercom working
and spotted the survivor about 2/3 up a slope of tall grass with a line of small but thick
trees along the top of the ridge. Because of the slope we had to hover down-slope and the
survivor ran down the slope to the penetrator. He quickly secured himself to the
penetrator and I reeled him up to the door. Our hover had put the helicopter level with
the top of the slope, even with the tree line, which was about 100’ straight-out from my
position. While the survivor was coming up on the penetrator I looked around and
spotted some bad guys sitting along the top of the slope in the tree line. I was really
surprised on two accounts. One, that they were so close to me and two that the survivor
had been hiding so close to them for an extended period of time. They had rifles and for
some reason they did not bring accurate fire at us although back at Da Nang we did find
several bullet holes around the entrance door where the hoist was. Ialso remember that
when we got the survivor into the aircraft and off the penetrator he broke loose and ran
back to the door. Initially I thought he had panicked and was about to run out the door
but he stopped at the door and was giving the bad guys the finger.

With the survivor on board we began exiting the area as fast as we could with Sgt
Pambrum & Sgt Werber suppressing ground fire with their miniguns. During the climb
out one of the Sandy’s (Spad 01) pulled up along side and the pilot bailed out. We
followed his chute all the way down to the ground (it went around in large circles) and
the Jolly Green 82 immediately picked him up. That could be the record for the shortest
time on the ground in enemy territory. We then retumed to Da Nang with both of the
SUrvivors.

During the time period this mission was going on I seem to remember that an AC-130
gun ship had been shot down somewhere near there and that rescue was going on at the
same time, which really added to the overall confusion.

Crew of Jolly Green

Pilot: Lt. Colonel Hedgewald

Co-pilot: Captain Dennis H. Sattler

Flight Engineer: Sgt James Corcoran

Pararescuemen: Sgt. Dick Pambrum
Sgt. Bill Werber

This is to the best of my recollections

Jim Corcoran
Flight Engineer, 40 ARRS
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James Corcoran

From: "CHARLES E BURIN" <ccburin1d@msn.com>
To: <jcorcoran@eci.livonia.mi.us>
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2002 10:59 PM

Subject: Fw: [FACNET] Cowpoke 18 SAR, 22 Apr 70
J,

I was a pilot with VMO-2 in Vietham 6/69-7/70 and was the squadron safety officer from
December 69 until I left.

I am not sure where Chuck Hatch is today. I understand he retired from the Marine Corps as a
Col. Maybe the HQ USMC locator service could find him.

Here's some of what I know about the loss.

Gene Wheeler joined the sguadron from the 1st MAW HQ just prior to the day he was shot
down. Chuck Hatch was an Aerial Observer and had been flying with VMO-2 since at least late
October 69. My log book shows I flew with him the first time October 27 and at least 7 times
prior to the shootdown. I flew an orientation mission with Major Wheeler March 9 and Flight
schedule copies show that Major Wheeler was flying missions as Hostage NAN by April 1.

There is a good write-up of the loss of Wheeler and Hatch in Lt. Col. J. M Moriarty's book,
Ground Attack Vietnam: The Marines Who Controlled the Skies, pages 133-164. The account
has several factual errors but if basically correct.

As to the other aircraft losses they included A-1H 52-135336 Captain 1. M. Dyer; A-13 52-
142070 Major C. E. Winery and A-1] 52-142015 Captain D. E. Friestad (second shoot down) An
F-4 was also damaged 4/21 as well as a Jolly shot up badly. Aircraft information is from
Vietnam Air Losses by Chris Hobson.

They were flying Mission 76 which was a twice daily deep recon that required two aircraft. I had
flown the same mission numerous times. This particular mission was deep in western Vietnam
very close to the border with Laos. I complained about two weeks earlier when I flew a Msn 76
in the same area and inadvertently crossed into Laos. We were supposed to be looking for some
trail or other in the jungle canopy. The weather was not the best and keeping track of where we
were was difficult at best even with 4 sets of eyes trying to figure it out. I crossed over a
ridgeline and saw what looked like a freeway buiit of dirt that split and went around a large hill.
1 headed over the road and realized I was obviously not where I was supposed to be. I added
full power and quickly headed back east across the ridge iine. All this was at 1000 Feet AGL or
less. My wingman was probably at 2500 ft. AGL. My complaint to the Air Wing Intell was that
we were not briefed about what was in Laos very near where we were doing our visual recon
mission. The information would have helped keep us out of harms way., Gene made at least
two passes over the same area in much better weather and was hit by a 37mm.

I have talked to one of the Covey FACs who was involved in the rescue. He said it was not a
good area to be flying in at a low altitude. He said the area was designated Strike Zone Yankee.

If I can provide any further information please let me know.

Chuck Burin {(Hostage IGOR)
Bronco Association Founder, board member and Historian

----- Original Message --—-
From: corcoran48154

8/29/2002
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along Lhe proposed ingress/egress route of the Jolly. He turned

over command to Sandy 15 at approximétely 1330L. Most of the guns
had been silenced by then, and Sandys 09 and 15 agreed tﬁat a pick-
up should Be attempted. Sandy 15 moved the support forces close-

in to the south where they could observe the area while being briefed
on the proposed plan. All forces having been briefed, the command

to execute was given. The smoke birds laid their screens very

well aJ?d Alpha popped his _smoke on command. The Jolly picked him

up and as Alpha J\fent up the penetrator, Bravo popped his smoke and
Jolly moved directly to him and picked-him up also. The egress

wes uneventful.

(8) A partially successful Search an& Rescue mission was con-
ducted on 21-22 April 1970 for Hostage Man/Cowpcke 18, front and back
seat occupants respectively of a Marine OV-10. The aircraft went
down at O8C0L as a result of enemy ground fire, and the survivors
were located at 040 degrees, 60 NM off Channel 72.

(5) Ag 0815L, Spads 11 and 12 were scrambled to the SAR
area. After arriving at O845L,they set up holding points for
rescurceg and requested fast movers to work the enemy guns with
the local area FAC, Covey OL. Radio communication with the sur-
vivors was poor. At 0920L Spads 05 and 06 were also scrambled
to the area.

(S) At 1230L, Hostage Man reported enemy activity in his area.
Spads 11, 12, 05 and 06 began putting 20mm and CBU-24 within SQ‘
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maters of both survivors. The chutes rrovided good reference
points and troop activity ceased, although some automatic
weapons fire was heard.

(s) %Eééy forces from NKP began to replace the Spads as the
day wore on. Sandy O1 located two ZFU's. While in a marking pass,
he was hit by at least three rounds of 37mn. He suffered an im-
mediate loss of control and extracted at 1423L as the cockpit
became'engulfed in flames and the engine quit.

(S) As Sandy O1 landed safely within 150 meters of the two
original survivors, an immediate rescue attempt was initiated.
Sandys 03 and O escorted a Jolly Green to Sandy O1's position,
while Spad 05 used the available smoke. Sandy 01 was instructed to
flash his mirror, but as the helicopter approached, the other two
survivors alsc flashed, and in the ensuing confusion the Jolly
was hit and a PJ wounded. Sandy 03 was also hit, and departed the
ares trailing smoke. He was able to stay with his aircraft until
r=aching a relatively saf~ area, at which time he extracted. He
was quickly recoverad from waist deap water in a swall stream.

(8) Sandys 05 and 06 then resumed the suprression of enemy
positions, trolling the area in a seriss of low passes. The sur-
vivors were pinpointed and the rescue helicopters and thgir escorts
were brought into the immediate area to facilitate ori:ntation
and coordination. Sandy C5 decided to mask both the survivors

and the ingress/egress route with smcke, and to attempt the

DECLASSIFIED
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pick~up or both Sandy Ot and the OV-10 crew, The smoke screen
was perfect and Jolly Green 82 ran in to pick up Sandy 01, while
Sandys 05, 06 and 07 flew a protective daisy chain, As the second
Jolly Green ran in, the smoke drifted over Hostage Man ami Cowpoke
18, obscuring their positions and the helicopter was forced to
withdraw,

11/

(8) Sandy 05 had been battle-damaged several times, but with
the approach of .darkness he decided to make a last attempt to ex-
tract the OV-10 crew. Jolly Green 70 was called in, but the ground
ff_r:x_'e was too intense and the helicoptér was driven off w:.i.th‘_one
crewnmember wounded, Critical fuel shortages compelled Sandys 05
and 06 to recover at DaNang, while Sandys 09 and 10 escorted the
helicopters home,

(S) Shortly after this final pick-up attempt, the remainder
of the SAR force returned to base. The survivors had been bedded
down for the night.

(S) The wmost heavily defended enemy areas weres to the north,
east and west of the survivors' positions. The southern road was
the l.east heavily defended and thus seemed to afford the safest
direction for a renewed pick-up approach,

(S) Due to an overcast on the morning of the 22nd, several

flights of A-1's returned ton base without expending. One smoke flight
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and two flights of Sandys were divertcd to the Ad Lib SAR. Spad
09 arrived on-scene at 0830L, and after assessing the enemy fire
directed at fast mover strike aircraft, decided that the area
vas permissive enough to attempt a rescue. A smoke screen was
laid, but the Jolly Green was late starting his run-in. The sunke
drifted over the survivor, obscuring his position and making the
attempt . abortive,

(S) At 0920L, Spads 11, 12, 01 and 02, with the crews who
had been on-scen; at first light, arrived in the SAR area. Spad 11
assumed On-Scene Comnand. From 0935L to 1105L, Covey 297 put
fast mover; in on the enemy gun positions with napes, high drags
and CBU-24, In addition to the Spads, Smokes 61 and 64, Grubbys
41, 42, 45 and 46, and Jolly Greens 82 and 83 were in the area.
N1il 57 was alse present, carrying & survival package. Spad 11
had the Smoke flight execute, followed by the Grubbys, and then
vectored in Jolly Greea 23 for the successful rescue of Cowpoke
18. Spad O1 was hit by AA fire during the pick-up and ext.racted.
le was recovered by Jolly Green 82. Spad 12 also received battle
Jdamage during the rescue, but was able to recover successfully
at Dallang.

12/

(3) There was no further contact with Hostage Man, and

Cowpoke 18 reported that he had pribably been found by an enemy

patrol,

| DECLASSIFIED
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KTTE 05

SUBGECT

TO:

DCo

22nd Sp Cp 5q/Lt Col Willer (SAL CRR i
liostago Mun/Cowpokae 18 'SARfRopoxl‘ 3

e 4

e A partdially suceraslold Seareh and Res

L B

misolion was concmrted .

on 2L - 22 ;.,)1‘11. 1270 Lor Nomhngo Han/0 '.'r.mlcc 18 front and hack

soal, oconpanks resheahively of a Harine OV-1C whirh went down.ab
€3172 an a resnli ol encwmy geoundfire. The survivors were locajed .
at 0hO% Lor 60 NM off Chnnnel 72, This repart.covers those ‘active
ities relatod bo tho Sandys/Spads durving the rrescue efforte | :
2. A% 03152, Spad 11 and 12, Gaph Frieutzd and Lt Coleman were
serdandlod o Uho SAR aren aud asived an 03 h Zs They sct up hold=
inr pointas Lor rosonrcos and remesiaed Lo66 movers 1o work the

encisy fun posivions wibh the local aren MAC, Covey Oh. Radio

(.Or'rﬂ.lni.(‘-"l.'bion wj.;.h tho ocurvivors was poor. Ab 0L20Z Spad 0% and Oé
Mojor DoTax and ¥aj Williawms, were also serambled to tho arcae A%

05 307 {ou*l...wq ¥an repoated cnemy activity in his’area and Spads 11,
12, 0% and OB began pubing 20mm and CBU-?S' within 50 meters of both
fumvivorsh Bedtiion mlou was wmore than 25 meters from his chnie

"sihich provided pood roforcnce points. Th2 survivers reported hearing

wmbomatic weapons live, MWl troop senivity had coaueo. At 06L5Z,
Spad 11 and 12 were forced Lo RTH to DoNang for fmel leaving Spad @t/
as On=Scene Cowmander. At 07152, Saudy 01, 02, 03, .-.,.nd 04 who had

“sermapled Srom WP wore in tue u..,l area ‘and Spad 05 began.briefing

vaady 0L promrauo"y to his assuning om-acc.nc comnand. 4s-yet,
no pickup had been attempied, since groundfire was still quite heavye

s Sondy 0L located two ZPU guns, and as he warked the guns, Sandy Ol

was hit br at least three 37am pro ;jec‘.ilo.:.. Hie had an immediate loss .
of con f.rol, and the OOCnpl.u was enpuifed in flawes as tne engine quit.
Sandy OL oxiracted at 07237%. At this -’.;:‘..r.'.c, Snad 05 had to RTB to
Daang for fuel. -

3. Sandy 01, “ulbhoush F'lﬂ'\.;(‘i.uﬂd vo neavy omall arms fire while in his
desuent, made a safo landing spprocimately 150 meters from tho

othm' YWo survivors. u,')ﬂCl 05 %oeok Sandy 02 on his wing and dispatched
Sandy 03 and Ol o cscort Jolly Grecns 77 and 68 into the arca for an
imnedicte ablempl So pickup Sandy OL. Spad 05 used the snoke available
and directed Sandy 01 to use hig mirror. Althourh Sandy 01 'did not
believe his mirrer o be offective bocauss of the sun angle and terrain
masling, tho reseus . forees m.a-.;cd it was very effective. Unfortuna.taly
Hoshage Mon and Cowpoko 186 [lashicd thelr mirvors at the same time
eriging mome confus sLons "‘hn., coniusion cavsed the Jolly o flounder

in the whroat area ol an umnmssamly long timc and as a result,

the o oo helicoptesr w 15 e wilh rrou unclire and a PJ wounded. At

-apoul .o Han ‘bla..o Sabdy 03 was it and began trailing smoke. He

exibod s ac to thoe south acemnuaied by Sandy 02 and Ob. Sandy 03:
wag ablo to swj vith his)aswerals watil reachin g, a relatively safe -
waa and  extrached amn .07‘?83.....1\1'.-.1-.11: 5. ime the rescue. force was.in a
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it of disavey and bhe probion fovlics aocaunied »ith two wore sur-
‘v..\rm" ot $he rround.  Opad O divectnd ol f\r Gicen 69 1,0 Sandy 03 who -
hoddt Teaded An wan sl decp water Jn oa ceocks e wie saloly plekad up at
CidZe  Spaad O waa eribicdly shovl of faol snd enlled Sandy 05 into
Lhe arna w0 reliove him as Ga=deena Cowmancers  Waile toying to poind
Lha Locatbion of Sandy 01 whosa chule had toon blowa from tho Lrsos on
the aborbive rosene altompl, Upad 05 was Lit by a 12.7mm API round which
axploded Lo tha coclkpibe Opad 05 immodinbdly withdrow and recoverod salely
av dinnme

ie  Sawdy 05, Maj Marbin, and Sandy 06, Tk 1%i)le, found Sandy O and the
ori,*:.ml survivors in aa avea of hieavy prowin bhal was sursrounded by roads.
Tho distanco to Hho roads varied from ong-hall Yo onv ldlomotus. ALl the
$ods wero heavily dofended lw woapona including 3{mm, 23mm, 1lljeSmm, 12.7mm,
Muad Zitia, avbemabie wonpons and nameroas Gaadl arns. © The most hoavily
dafondad arens wore bo {hr- "Nn'l.n, ansh, | andk wanhe The southern road was
bhe Jeash hoavildy defeonded and fhas a1 rrovded bho safest direckion fer tho
pLelp approachs  fandy 0% had previeasly pinpeinted the Location of
Hostage Fan and Cowpoke 18 Crom miyror i mnals, but he still did not have
an exach posiltion on fandy Ol. Dy making: ,10'-! passes over the cea and
mninbaining radio commundciabion with Sandy 01, S:mdv 05 was able %o
estavlish hic PO-JJ.\;‘LOH, locate several guns wﬁ:.cn he had ‘a Covey FAC work
with fast mover strikes, and swrvoy likely ingress routes for the Jolly
Grecns. osandy 0) brouik the rescue heoli c,owbc.r" with Sandy escorts into
an arca relabively closa to the survivors tims permitiing them to observe
the procesdings. Vhile pom’r ing out 'Lhe ingregs route to Sandy 07, Sandy
0" 15 nireraft was hit by nu.“w rrround rve causing a loud explosion. Sandy
06 spobted the gun which had hib .mndy 05, and 05 and 06 proceeced to
silence the oan.:.. Sandy 05 direchted strikes along the ingress and egress
routes, “hen or ought tho Smoke and Special stores aircrali in for the
piclup Lriefinz. His plan was to lay smoke along the roads to the north,
west, &ul e:mt maslting the survivors and the approach route from the enemy
dofenses, Sanady 05 warked the arca wiich he wanted masked with smoke
rockots, The nlan was for Sandy 05 «and 07 to lead in Jolly Grecn 82 for a
pickup of Sandy 0l. Spad 11, who had rclauached from DaNang and was familiar
with the location of tho OV -.LO SUrvivoers, was to bring in Jolly Green 83
for a dmblc plcrun ounco Sandy 0L was oub. The smolke screen wos perfect, &and
Sandy 0%, 06, and 07 sot up a protective ddisy chain around Jolly Green 82.
Ab this bime Sandy 05's airerais was again hih 'bw,r a ripple oL ;E:rounrl fire
m;m‘lg,a.n[, some of his radio enquipment; however, the plckup was successful and
Sandy 01 was rescued at 1025%. Dy this time uho smolce sareen had drifted over
Hostage Man and Cowpoice 16, and tho sucond: Jo.n.ly Green, unable to visually
acguira the carvivors position, wan forced to withdraw, Darkness was nhow
raphdly epproaching, and although he wan welow bingo fuel, Sandy 05 recognized
that if a rescne was going to bo succesaful, it would have %o bae attempted
imedi:ri;o"a e Oaly Ghwrough use of position;lights were thg aircraft able to
madntain .ot contaed in the fading 1'5.:;11&. AL hou,r;h ro50Urces Were now
Limitod, S.ooi 9% felb that darkness might!provide Yhe necessary shield, 8o
"o galled in Jol.v Green 70, bnt the gron.m fire wap too intense; the heli-
“w wag it s -.._»t.hdrnw with ona crevrmamber wounded. ‘Sandy.05 and 06,
¢ 11y shori of Mol rocovered at DaNang while Sandy 09 and 10 escorted .
“{hac " fcopters homes ' =l



5e I tho inkevoest of clavibky rluonn’]or'u.n'l soquonce of evento ia
provudml to thls poinbe

03115 = Nastapa Mon/Coupolee 30 repoprtod dont,’
- Gpid 1L On=SGeenn Cowtanvdors no abdempied pickupe
5% = OGpad 00 On-neeno Gomnerdexts ‘-:
07237 = Handy O hit el exbenclod,
0507 = Dpad 05 abbenphed pickop of Sandy 0ls | Jolly Groon hit, PJ
© wounded = wanccesi Ml _

Co7802 ~ tondy 03 hib aad exleacked,

03082'- -:md Ol:, with -TOTIV‘ Gronn M) roscuad S;ln(}y 03.
o81CE - u“"l.l'l 013 hn.l., TR Dailang,

03107 = Srmrlv 05 On=Scena Conmandny.

10257 - Sandy 05 with Jolly Groen 82 rcscued Sandy 01,

10307 = Reseue atbompt Cor Hoskage Yan/Coupoke 18 aborted.

.10h52 (Approximate) = Sawly 05 and J olly Green 70 attempied pickup
of OV~10 crew. dJd,.G. 70 hit and withdrew.-

+1050Z (Approximate) - A1l forces RTDe

6. The status of the A~L forces abt tha end of the first day, 21 April’
was as follows:

SORTIES
GENERATED FIOWMN
3 732 (1 4/A),
| 10SSES
Sandy ol Aoft 336 - - Sandy 03 Aeft 070 .

BATTLE DAMAGE

Sandy Ol Acft 286 _ Sandy 05 Acfi 257 Spad 05 Acft 779
(3.6. 77 or 68 W/L VLA JoG: 70 /LAY

NKP SORTIRS RECOVERFD AT DANANG

Sandy 02 Sandy G5 Sandy 07
" Sandy Ol Sandw‘ 06 Sandy 08

T+ Shorvly after the final piclkap abiempy i the forces RTBA and the
smivivors wore beddod down for tho m.rni.. Plonning for a first dight
effory hegan, with tho Sandy rolo o be piayed by the Spads and thoe-

Sandys “ho had recovered at Dailang with support forces to bs furnished from
N The initind requiroment was fox eirm. Grabby, later reduced to four,

. and fou® Swwi'o sirerafb o be on scoeno at |i’:.rst lighte No réquirement was -
T wied on- ho Lo .ow for Strike a:.rcrai‘i:.



B. Bpad 11, Id Colonel Weld, Hpad 12, Li Blanchapd, Spad 01, Capl
Pedenbid, and Dpmd 02, Fader VT s vetived on seeme al 22302 only

o Lind Hhe weabhor overciit.  Tnbepwiblon® vagdlo vonbiel was establishad .
with Lobl survivorits AL 01307 khae SGpads wova forced to RTD for fuel, and
Geubby 31=30 alze WP 6o Chanaeld 09 withoul expeuding. Smoke 212l

as weell as Sandys 0L=0l had boen divertod o work the Adlib SAR and woro
suceoasful dn racovaring Lho one marviver, Tha Adlib SAR 1s covored in a
seperate renorht, Lut i3 wmonbioned hare, bocmuie of the divorslon of somo
of Ghe rasonrcas that had praviounly boan nllocated to the Hostage Man/
Cowpolke 18 SAR. ; '

9. Spad 09, Capt anna and Spad 10 hoolk onw=-scenc command ab 0130Z. The
woabhier by Lhis dime was L560' seablored bo broken wikth somo rainshowers
in Lho arons Spad 09 wis abic ho esbtablish 1dieo coatact with Cowpoko 18
but not with Uosbape Mane Coupoke 18 rveporied hearing an enemy patzol to
the soutiwest, so fast mover sbvikes were pul; in by Covey 253 and 297
around the survivore The Lfrsi wovers were nobl piclking up mground fire, and
‘Spad 09 nade a number of low passes through the arca unopposed. Spad 09
{then decided to attempt a pickvp and propared and Lriefed his forces.

Smoica 25, 26, and 27 laid the smoke screcn' and Spad 09 took Jolly Green 83
in for the pickup attempbe. The Jolly was a litvtle late and ‘the smoke
began o drift over the survivors. Ab 4his point the Jolly became’ confused
and mado a wrong turn losing preciows timo. {JG 83 thought he was hit, losb
the survivor in the smolke and withdrew. '1‘i1q!Grubby flight, 36-38, had
reached bingo fuel and wore wnavailable for the pickup attempte

i0. A% 0L207Z Spads 11, 12, 01, and 02 with Phe crews who had becn on

scene ab Mrst light’ avrived iun the SAR arcal, and Spad 1l assumed

on-acence command. From 0,35% to 0605Z, Covey 297 pub in fast movers with
napes, high drazs, and CDU-24 on the gun positions. In addition to the
Spads, Smoke Gl-Gli, Grubby L1, ‘b2, (S, 16 and Jolly Greens 82/83 were in
ithe area. Nail 87, carrying a survival package was also presents Spad 11
had the Saokes exocnbe followed by Lho Giubly then voctored Jolly Green 83
in for tho succoznful rascuo of Cowpoko 18 i approximately 0630Z. During
the piclkmp Spad Ol was hit in the »ipht wing by 23mm and caught fire. He
exbracted at 08452 and was immodiately pickgd up by Jolly Green 82, Spad 12
had taken a hit in his enginé and Spad 11 cscorted him back to DaNang. Spad 02
cscorted Jolly Greena 82 and 83 bacic to DaNahg also. . There was nc further |
contact with Hostago Man, and Gowpoko 18 reported +that ho had probably been
found by the onomy paltrol. ' i :

11l. Tho chronological sequence of evenis for the final day of the SAR,
22 April, is as follows: :

22307 - Spad 11 Ou=~Scone Commander, no pickup attenpt due 'ho."" weathers

0120% = Bpad 09 replaced Spad il as Oid-Scenc Comaander. Attempted pickup
of Cowpoke 0 but aborbed due{to smoke obscuration. .

04202 ~ ad 11 reliovad Spad (9 a5 Os=-Scer 3 Commander.
"06307 = Uy % and Jolly Geeca 83 suécossiully rescued Cowpoke 108.
SA104 = Spet 0L and Spad 12 took batulo damagoe. ' . ;

©' 0% = Bpad UL extractod and was dmmpdiatcly wepouod by Jolly Creen 82,
i -.'l,'?‘ -

= ALl ‘forces NTHA assuming Hostbge Man had boeen found by the onemy..



1 e 4 lecbiogr ot Bl Asall foennan npen comgrbe BGoe ot L GAIL winn an
ooy Phe SLparan oubibdo Bho bonehobn e Wobate e 0 Apaedile

[
Tho Clipurcs-in Lho beaekots awvo tho vobaly fov bobh days.

CTERATED LREeAng

U0 (92) (3 a/h) I3 (72) (3 a/4)
) IGSHES - '

Spad 01 Ai€c§af% 015
3

RATTLE DAVAGH

Ni® AIRCRAFT REGCOVERED AT DANAKG/UEON

Grubby L1/h2/L5/L6 Smolko 63/64 Spad 13/1L

13e Saveral problems wero nobed on this SAR., Sorie are recurring and
Some 0 DQVe

a., FVIRST-LIGHT .SO0OTIiS. It has been vho praciice for first light
SARs to sznd Smoke and Crubly aireraft inko the SAR area ab first light
aven thouga the cffort may have boen heavily opposed on the previous day.
Ti snould be rocopnizod on protracted SANs that there ore several hours

of softening defensos wequired afior first light befors a pickup may bo
atbempted. Invaribly the Swoke and Grubby aiveraft RTB without expending..
This causes an unnecessary drain on ailverali and crows. )

, RECOIEENDATION. On those SARG which are opposed and run into
Dirst 1igbt effoxds, Swmolke and Gimbby ajrerali should be put on alert ab
first lizht. The On-Sceno Commander should anticipate the time he plans

%o attempt a piclkup and should advise Xing, who in turn should relay to

the 56t SOW so that the support airerafd may be launched in sufficiont

. %imo. This does not apply fox SARs whicha bojin during the night and enemy
dofenses :zre unknown. In those cases tho support forces should Le ia place |
~at first-light or shortly thersalier for a‘quick piclk up, if possible. ’

be. RIMUIREIENT TO RTE TO ¥XP. In the case whaere Spad 09 abtempted a
picluap on 27 April, ne did nol have the uso of the Grubby flight since
they had been tweld Yo RTB to Channel 09,

RNECONEDATION. For vhoéso SARs coaducioed av places far removed

7 owe vase, voasidomaidon should be given to recovering forces at tie
new. snitable base with tura srovnd capauvilivy. Tacilidies at the |
turn - d base should bo prodeterminod anc%_.} prearrangbd. .This procedure

2 en1d vau -1 4imo_on station and thus reduce Yhe number of sorties required-
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5y UMLYIBEO (48R 12381 RECCESSRUCTEDRY

L,

DggyﬂLJBB

SAEITALTERNATE ICBY/MAX
CP/SCOTTIARBHILEY
/D /BDP §§g¢g2§g115u§h§zRvﬁ*s

PHAFEZTEXAS
wigf‘

yﬁROVINﬁ%GBQUNb MD.
ESMD:

. T S L AL S A
W e

EEZS 0N/ NAS
A/D RRS?DANANG%

PAGE 2t RUMLUBBO 1483 C 07 NAFRTHDUER N:OT L VA S
RUMLJBA/DL=AA/56 7S w/DANANG‘A RVN
RHMUABA/40 i ARRSZUDORN :RTAFBSTHAI

RUMLMWAZVMO. 2/MAG: 117DANANG=AE ‘RN’

ﬁKHONﬂPHANOM RTAFB STHATL

R

5"D ENETLTS AuLlJOPREP JIFFY/OL*1r3ARRGP/RESCUE -030=21":APR ‘70"

14 OL-AA1<56 SOW Fa FRIESTAD! DiEe
2.0 CAP Q—G@v 56 SOW 6471 ;PO - Hs "USAF STAND "ARD.
44 . KING 6 22/06432

Be 15-24N "107=32E it )
'93 AT DAYLIGHT, "500: OVERCAST TOPS 5:00.'AT 04002+ SCATTERED
' TO BRO§ENr VISIBILITY TEN PLUS- C. NOT A FACTOR 5
10.; OLU=1+: ZARRGP “MAJ "0, Ly HORSCH+- MSGT "DeE 4 GRAGG “ALC™ K jRTﬁ"'u"'

P & 890 I~DAS§: JRCC . . OL=27#. 3ARRGP!«PANAMA ‘GCLe* aﬂhiﬂﬂﬁedby :
124 “JOLLYEGREEN. 53)22/06432 15=24N’ inv-sz&.___mmcrro&Wmcmssxﬂﬁnw

13, 4 0ARREZHH=53LJUNGLE PENETRATOR SOHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE CRDER 11652
14, 3/3:‘2/:{/1;0 : WITOIATTOALLY DOYNGRADEDAT. THO,
15, “BOTH SURVIVORS TAKEN TO DANANG ABs YEAR INTERVALS.

DECLASSIFIED tmﬁ_} %0’74

ONF I.D o

2.7 s /HC=130P/39ARRSE ( Xj QMRXHH-SEIS?ARRSG '2/946/HH~53/40/ARRSE"
BYCEs Q/A=1E/OL=AAy ‘56 €5/97:3/A=1E/56S0W NUMBEROUS.
FACSS: QND FASTMOVERS,AVAIL_BLE AND ‘UTILIZED? SSORTIES/FLYING
FINES "NOT /REPORTED.

17.20£46/70202UNK/0/UNK/0.

b
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TTHER! TVORS: REPORTED NUMEROUS ENEMY- PATROLS_”E
ORUTHEM AND REQUESTED PICK=UP+~ -
PREVEN ED”

Locnrr aN HER FHADE ‘“ i
‘TODAY'S . EFFQRT'SPADS: LOADED " waH SAR ORDNANCE“CYCLED ‘FROM
‘DANANG AB:“A-1tS7LOADED ‘WITH “SMOKE JAND CBU=19. CYCLED | ‘FROM. .

‘NAKHOM PHANOM “AB4+ "BY 02152 THE WEATHER HAD IMPROVED SUFF:CIENTLY

-TO ALLOW ‘EXPENDING “THE"SLOW -MOVERS+* A ‘SHORT TIME.LATER THE:
WEATHER 'HAD ' IMPROVED ‘SUFFICIENTLY FOR FAC!'S .TO DIRECTZFA 1L
MOVERS .STRIKES. :FAC 'S WERE. ON 'SCENE. THROUGHOUT - THE -DAY -7

DIRECTINGISTRIKES 'BY AN UNKNOWN NUMBER OF FAST MOVERS WHICH
‘WNERE. FRAGEED BY . I-DASC- _USE “0F  SMOKE AND CBU=19 PRECEEDED -

AN &TTE“PTED RECOVERY-0F COWPOKE 18 AT 0347+ HEAVY: QROUND vﬁz
FIRES WAS 'REASON FOR=ABORTING YFHE PICK=UPi EMPLOYMENT OF ‘MANY

.‘I Q -
GREEN 82 rLYING ~THE HIGH: PO&ITION- APPARFNTLY ALL ENEMY
ATTENTION! WAS' FOCUSED “UPON'-THE. DAMAGED 'SPADS "AND UOLLY- GREEN 82
"“~JTHIS CCURED BECAUSE’OF THE SMOKE WHICH MAY EAV e 3
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IMMEDIATE

BT 00172 ' T
TTCZYUN. RUSVAeAauas 1111655-cccc--nucxsua,_:fr;;,ﬁ,jng

ZNY_GoCee
O 2116402 APR. 70

FM .37 ARRSQ DANANG AB RVN

TO RUEFHQA/CSAF b _
INFO RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE" MD. _'
RUCEAAA/HA USAF ;ALT.CP_MAXWELL AFB ALA #gp
aRUCPAAA/MAC/CP

o 37 ARRSQ”' . ANAR
B.- NJA oot - o, e L bl
v» RESCUE MISSIONJNUMBER31-3-O3O: 21 APR 70 -
E. AIRCRAFT BATTLE DAMAMGE - '

PAGE 2 RUSVAGA2“23 L ONEIDENTI AL _7‘5) o7 :[c,
Fo 21/11212 APR 70, APPROXIMATELY 1532N 10730E =
G+ AT APPROXIMATELY 11212, 21 APR 70/ {HH=3E ="SER"NR’ 65-12730‘
7 _ARRSQs DANANG AB RVN» WILE ENGAGED IN AN AIRCREW RECOVERY"
“»TTEMPT, SUSTAINED BATTLE DAMAGE FROM ENEMY GROUND FIRE, APPROXI=-
MATELY 46NM NW_OF DAK TO» RVNs RESULTING_IN DAMAGE "YO THE "AIRCRAFT?
UTILITY HYDRAULIC _SYSTEMs AND LOSS OF NUMBER “TWO ENGINE,OIL’PRESS-;;
'URE.” WEATHER IN AREA{ ESTIMATED ‘6 THOU _FI_SCATTERED: 6 MILES IN
HAZE, WND_SW 5 KTSs CB_SOUTH. ACﬁI .COMDR RECEIVED SHRAPNEL‘WOUNDS
IN READ OF LEGS? PARARESCUE "SPECL: SHRAPNEL “WOUND ‘IN LEFT ARM,
ACFT COMDR WAS UNAWARE OF WOUNDS UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 12402, AIR-
CRAFT EXPERIENCED A GEAR MALFUNCTION PRIOR TO LANDING BUT GEAR
WAS BLOWN DOWN AND AIRCRAFT LANDED WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT. AIR=
CRAFT IS UNDER NURMAL SECURITY.
He N/A

GP-4
i | O MPC
HaL23 : C&‘assified by Ny 00t D C '
. SGEJT\.T T0 GENERAL DLCLASSIFICATION ) MEA0aLL e 1 e 2Un A AUN
NNNNZ +& VF B.FCUTTVE CRDER 1 oo
; Ahm‘aa “1CA iz LOWNGRADED AT I'Wsoaz _ Individu .l
Ihigﬁgﬁus Conts + .=t

lmmmmmwhﬂkqu ‘rgﬁﬁ?
' @%/%Z/% b, /f/[%ﬂ/f
DECLASS ED 6%/
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FLESH'

PT 00417
ZTICZYUW RUMLJBBO143 1111910—CCCC—-RUCIEUA-
| BRSSO T

LeCCt
Z v 211905Z APR 70 . ‘
FM OL 1 3ARRGP SON TRA AB RVN
TO RUEFHQA/CSAF/AFXOTZB

UCIEU AROC ITAFB_Ihb....
Eﬂﬁﬁfﬁ%gwr-ﬁRR ROCP/HICKAM™ AFBkHAWAII

' RUSQSNA/3ARRGP/TAN SON NHUT AB RVN

INFO -RUCEAAA/USAF ALTERNATE CP MAXWELL AFB ALA
RUCPAAA/MAC/MCP/SCOTT AFB ILL

"RUCIE T AFB, ILL. ...

g NA/?AF/DO 750 /5 /6P /BDPME/ TACC/CC/TSN AB RVN
‘RUKLAAA/TAXDCOSLR/LANGLEY AFB VA
_RUWTFJA/USAFMPC/AFPMSC/RANDOLPH 'AFB TEXAS
'RUHHHQA/CINCPAC/CC/ H M SMITH HAWAII
‘RHMSMVA/MACV/SATGON RVN
RUEOGDA/ARDC/ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND MD
‘RUEKHZ/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD
'RUHJPMA/CTF "77.0 ~ °
/RUMOREA/56 SOW/NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAI
RUMLJBA/OL AA/56SOW DANANG AB RVN
RUMLJBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN

PAGE 2 RUMLJUBBO143 C ON F I D E AL L (L]
RHMUABA/40 ARRS/UDORN RTAFB TAHAI = ,fﬁ
RHMUABA/OL~2 3ARRGP/UDORN RTAFB THAI

(.QUMLJBA/VMO 2/MAG 11/DANANG AB RVN
r

“¢ 0O NF I % E N | é e L/JOPREP JIFFY/OL=1 3ARRGP/RESCUE 0"0/21 APR 70 °
SS “REPORT

2o MISSION NUMBER 1-3-030-'21 ‘APR.70

y#ﬂ»B. A. VFR

TACTICAL &L/

C. (1) CAMOUFLAGED/NOT AVAIL/OV-—lO/HOSTAGE “NAN 'grassitied b TGATION
(2) CAMOUFLAGED/NOT AVAIL/A-lE/SANDY 01 SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECLASSIF =
(3) CAMOUFLAGED/NOT AVAIL/A-lE/SANDY 03 SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE (RDER 116

De. US/US/US AUTOMATICA DY DOWNGRADED AT TWO

E. VMO~2 MAG 11/56 SOW/56 SOW  YEAR INTER.AuS. {

F. NOT AVAIL/NOT AVAIL/NOT AVAIL . DECLASSIFIED ON

G 2/171

He UesSs MARINE STANDARD/U.S. Af-' STANDARD/USAF STANDARD
4o KING & 2170311 OL-1 3ARRGP
5 S/E

e KING 4 DIVERTED TO SCENE, SPAD 11/12 U6 42733721/0318

PAGE 3 RUMLJBBO143 QO NF IDENTIAL

7+ SPAD 11/ JG 42/33 A“RBURNE“ iy

Bs15-25 N 107- 32 E ! S& S Dfrwzuq

5. “A7B.C+" NOT A FACTOR

10. OL-1 3 ARGP MAJ L. DIXONs CAPT W. MEREDITHs TSGT R. BUCKNER,
SSGT J. WADEr AIC Js WHITE

11. PANAMA, 20 TASS» I DASCe OL-2 3 ARRGP

e 3 o o e o A o ke e A R ko ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
FLASH * C
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FLASH -k NF TN LALS
N B T S T T S e

12. HOSTILE ZULU (WINGMAN) 0315/21 15=25N 107-32E
13. 40 ARRS/HH-53/JUNGLE PENETRATORS/ZI/OBOSZ

14. 4/4/2/2/0/0

15. TAKEN UNINJURED TO DANANG A8

) Classified by "
i e R
4/1808/"'{”53/ 40 ARRS SCLEDULE GFE:{E‘C«U'EI EO\DER 11652 )

"6/23.0/A=~1/ 56 SOW .- AUTOMATICALL Ynewmmmm AT TWO
.26/ 115.7/A-1/56 SOM YBAR INTERVALS > C7g,
17.°0/0/0/0/NOT . AVAIL/0/0/0 DECLASSIFIED 0N<5’I £
18. A+ JOLLY.GREEN 82 " A. JOLLY GREEN L8 ;
AC CAPT DaYeo THOMPSON 'AC CAPT ‘W. FIRST .
CP MAJ Q’ BLEIR 5 CP MAJOR SCOGGINS -
_FE,SSGT~T.R. HENDRIX . FE MSGT M.F. TASKER
PAGE 4 RUMLJBBO143 C*&LJ_D_L% L
PJ S6T G.J. MC DONALD PJ S «Le HORKA
PJ S6T T. CARRERY PJ S6T C. MORROW
B. CAPT JOHN DYE ! Bse MAJOR Co.FE. WHINERY
56 S0W 56 SOW
i9. A. 15-25 N 107=-32E 100 PERCENT
Be S/E
Cs S/E

De. FOG/LOW LEVEL STRATUS IN VALLEY/HILL TOPS 1500 AND ABOVE CLEAR/
_ wWIND 090/05 START TO BURN OFF AT 02002

.9+ Ee S/E _

He wam;éﬂgﬂ%‘w ING/AIR

CRAFT DOWN DUE TO HOSTILE GROUND FIRE/NE DEPLOYMENTS KING & NOTIFIED

THIS RCC AT 21/0317Z THAT HOSTAGE NAN HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN. TWO ALERT :

JOLLYS AND TWO SPADS WERE SCRAMBLED. HOSTAGE ZULU REPORTED VQICE CTC

_ﬂlla_lﬂg,lﬂgﬁgggggggsgj CALL SIGNS HOSTAGE NAN AND (COWPOKE 18, YA

~JOLLY GREENS &8 AND SANDY'S D1 AND 02 WERE AIR BORNE' FROM HAKHON

PHANOMs THAILAND. SANDY'S 03 AND G4 WERE AIR BORNE AT 0400Z. THT AREA

WAS DETERMINED TO BE EXTREMELY HOSTILE BY THE COVEY FAC AND(SPAD_1P WHEM

ARRIVING ON SCENE. TﬂEfgggEz_EBEEHé_EEBE_HELQ__ﬂﬂa_EAFE AREA WRILE FLIGHTS

OF FAST MOVERS WERE CALLED IN TO KNOCK OUT FOUR KNOWN GUN POSITIONS — .

——

PAGE 5 RUMLJBBO143 CHO.N Nnxm-nE”N_TmI AL

SANDYS AND SPADS WEKE U EE=2HALL_ARMS FIRE éEING DIQtCTaD
AT THE SURVIVORS. THE BUNKERED GUN POSITIONS ABSORBED FLIGHT

FLIGHT OF HARD ORDINANCE. AT 0722Z SANDY 01 WAS SHOT DOWN. THE PILOT
ECTED AND CAME DOWN 1/2 MILE EAST OF THE TWO MARINE SURVIVORS IN A

SAFER AREA. AT 07527 SANDY 03 TOOK A HIT AND TURNED'SOUTH TOWARD A SAFE
AREA. A SUCCESSFULL EJECTION WAS ACCOMPLISHED AT 07562, JOLLY GREEN. 77)
{AND 68 ATTEMPTED A PICK UP OF SANDY 03 HOWEVER JG775TOOK GROUND FIRE ™
"WHICH WOUNDED_HIS RESCUE SPECIALIST AND HE WAS_ EORCEDMIO ABORT THE PICK
UP. <JOLLY GREEN 68 THE PICKED UP SANDY 03. ‘J6 68/ AND: 77 THE FLEW TO
DANANG ATR BASE IN ORDER TO GET MEDICAL ATTENTION FOR THE WOUNDED PJ. _
TWO PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN GUN POSITIONS WERE BELIEVED TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOi _

DOWNING SANDY 01 AND SANDY 03, PLUS INFLICTING BATTLE DAMANGE ON
AT 0814Z2. ADDITIONAL HARD ORDINANCE WAS CALLED IN TO SILENCE THE

ke ok o o6 e o il ol o ol 1**************
FLASH * C O N ¥ ey A | *




FLASH Bz -
e *****W***#*** .

~T 00417 /5
“GUNS,_AT._09382 WHILE MOVING INTO POSITION FOR A PICK UP. OF SANDY 01r
"JOLLY GREEN '833T00K A HIT IN A FUEL LINE AND PROCEEDED -TO DANANG' AIR
“BASE." ADDITIONAL SAR FORCES WERE SCRAMBLED THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON

FROM DANANG AND NKPs» THAILAND. COVEY FACS CONTINUED TO DIRECT FAST MOVERS
STRIKES THROUGHOUT THIS EFFORT. A TOTAL OF 30 A-1 AIR CRAFT WITH VAR=
.IOUS ORDINANCE LOADS WERE USEDs PLUS AN UNKNOWN LARGE NUMBER OF FAST .
MOVERS. AT-10252 A SUCCESSFUL PICKUP OF SANDY 01 WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY

PA @g & RUMLJBBO143 LQ-N-E—L&&%A T e
JOLLY GREEN:B2 USING. A SMOKE SCREEN A SHIELD . smusbames STTANDST7

ATTEM?TEU“TO PICK UP THE ORIGINAL SURVIVORS AT 10452 BUT HERE NOT SuC- .
CESSFUL DUE TO RESTRICTED_VISIBILITY AND GROUND FIRE. IMMEDIATELY AFTER

ABORTED ATTEMPdeG”zl ANd?%SJLINKED UP-WITH KING 7 _FOR AIR REFUELING

WHILE JOINING UPKING ; 7Jﬂ5ﬂﬂLjE1EJ!lEEhE1E%NEBQ&;EﬂﬂLﬁﬂn;nxminﬁE}VE
TACTION. NO DAMAGE OCCURRED AND THE AIR FUELING WAS COMPLETED IN
?ﬂﬁglggg_&BEA. ‘AT 1100Z AS DARKNESS APPROACHED .A LARGE AMOUNT OF RIQ
CONTROL AGENTS WAS DROPPED BY FAST MOVERS. AT 1115Z"JOLLY:GREEN: oz;%oox
SOME GROUND FIRE AT 1119Z. BUT CONTINUED MOVING IN. At_;ggg;“ggég;sggggy
07 T00K HEAVY FIRE WHICH DISABLED HIS HYDRULIC SYSTEM AND WOUN

RESCU LIST. DARKNESS PREVENTED ANY FURTHER ATTEMPTS,ATﬁMfSCUING
HOSTAGE NAN AND WPOKE 18, BOTH SURVIVORS WERE.IN RADIO CONTACT

WITH THE SAR FORCES THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND REPORTED NO INJORIES. A FAC
AIRCRAFR WILL REMA D ALL NIGHT MONITORING GUARD FREQUENCY.
ANOTHER SARE_EFFORT IS BEING-PLANNED FOR FIRST LIGHT TOMMOROW 22 APRIL..

TUE TO THE EXTREME HOSTILITY OF THE AREA IT IS EXPECTED THAT A LARGE
_AMOUNT OF ORDINANCE WILL BE EXPENDED BY FAST MOVERS: SPADS AND SANDYS.
SIX SANDYS FROM NKPr THAILAND ARE REMAINING AT DANANG TONIGHT FOR THE
FIRST LIGHT EFFORT. REQUEST FOR FAST MOVERS BE FORWARDED TO 7AF: TAN
SON NHUT» ABs, AND I DASC ADANANGs RVN.
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ENG POCWxENT 8 50‘7

DATE: 22 APR 7D ™ 25 Aprid 1970 ¢
MISSION NUMBERs 1=3=030-21 AFR 70 (Part # )

‘ AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 6

LOCATION: YC 705056 (130/62/72)

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: HOSTAGE NAN (OV-10), COWPOKL 18 (OV~10),
. SPAD 01 (A-1)

SAVESs 2 Oombat ({Cowpoke 16B & Spad OL)

1, (U) AS OLLOZ King 6 arrived in the SAR area, Afier a briefing
from King 4 cormend of the SAR was tranaferred to King 6 at 04552, °
At thls time King /4 departed for refueling with Jolly Green 82 & &3,
24 The weather in the SAR at this time was excellent and Covey

- 297, the (n-Scene~-FAC, was doing an outstanding job silencing AAA in
‘the area, The SAR resources immediately available were Jolly Green -
83, 82, 33, 21, Spad 11, the new On-Scene Commander, Spad 12, 01, 02,
Grubby A1, 42, 45, L6, and Smoke 61, 62, 63, 6L, Spad 11 had just
completed his briefing from Spad 09 at OLLOZ and had assumed his
-dutles as: the On~Scene Cormander, Jolly Green 33 & 21 had just
replaced Jolly Green 35 & 42 at this time also, Due to the high
slevation of the SAR effort, two more HH-53's were requested from
Queen, but Queen informed us that they were out of HH-53 resources
and that Jolly Green 33 & 21 would have to act as backeup for

Jolly Graeen 83 & 82,

3. (U) At 0500Z Spad 11 and Covey 297 had pinpainted Cowpoke!s
position by mirror flashes, Covey 297 informed me i:at he had
a visual contact with Cowpoke. It was about this time that we
' realized we had lost contact with Hostage Nan. Spad 11 was not
-having any success in trying to get him to come up on his radio,

he {U) AL 0515 Covey 297 reported that he had just one mors
 ridgeline to work his strike flights on-and he thousht that .
.within 30 min an attempted plckeup could be made, Spad 1l start-
. ed to gather his SAR forces in the area and all were informed %o
- move in eloser to the area, Jolly Green 83 & 82 were back on
-erbit after A/R with King L. A e

5. (U) At 05352 Queen was informed to relsase King 3 and King 5

8o they oould RTB, King 7 estimated SAR area 05407, Queen advised
‘us of a severe weather warning for Channel 89 from 0545 to O7LSZ

and all Ch 89 forces were alerted to increase thelr fuel reserves
ascordingly. Spad 11 requested that all SAR forces recover Channel -
77 dus to closer proximity of this station and weather at Channel 89,
At 0612Z Queen conourred with Spad 1l's desision to recover SAR
forces at Channel 77, King 7 arrived in SAR area at O545Z. and
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fimsedlately started refusling operations with Jolly Green 33 & 2, 192
This opsration was completed at 06052 and King 7 'ms alerted to
standby t0 refusl Jolly Green 83 & 82 in case they needed fusl after

thedr plel-up attempt,

6. At 0810 Spad 11 had his SAR forges in area and started hie
brie on the piek-up atiempt for Cowpoke 18B. Nothing had been .
heard from Hostage Nan in quite some time and Sped 11 wanted to try
for the one mown sirvivor. Spad 11 decided to lay a smoke screen
around Cowpoke in the shape of a horse shoe with the open end at

the south for Jolly Creen 83 to ingress through. The Ppads were
going to form a dalsy chain around Jolly Green 83 o suppress

ground fire if encountered, The briefing was compioted at 06322
_and Jolly Graen 83 started in for piok-up with Spads 11, 12, 01 & 02,
Jolly Green 83 arrived overhead surviver at 0635Z and was lowering
his penstrator. About this tims both Spad Ol & 12 tock hits from
ground fire, Spad 12 reperted his engine was running rough and he
was prosceeding to Channel 77 with Spad 11 es escort. Spad 01 was in
serious troubls, His wingman reported he was on fire in the right
wing root area, Spad 0l proceeded due west with Spad 02 and Covey
A0, who had Just arrived on scene to replace Cov«sg 297, giving chase,
At 06422 , approximately 8 miles due west of SAR, Spad 0L bailed out
-and was immediately picked up by Jolly Creen 82 at 06507, During
‘this time Jolly Green €3 had picked up Cowpoke 188 and was exiting
the area to effect Join-up with Jolly Green 82 and Spad 0l., 3moke
flight, and Grubby flight were still with Jolly Green 83, By 0700
a1l SAR and strike forces had been accounted for and Jolly Green

83 & 82 with Spad 02 were proceeding to Channel 77. At 0705 Cowe
poks 12 stated that he had had no contact with Hostage “an since
00302 and had heard enemy patrols in the area, It was recoemmended
td Queen that the SAR forces be RTB'd and Covey ZLlu with Ring 6
would condust an electronic and visual search for Hostage Nan,

Queen concurred with this plan and all forces left the area by
07302 with exception of Xing 6 and Covey 210,

Tew (@ Covey 210 and King 6 made mmerous Cuard and Delta channel
“trangliesions for Hostage Nan to come up voice, but had negative
'results, A Brite Iite photo RILCE alrcraft was raquested {rom
- Hllsboro at 0800Z and at 08457 Falcon 22 arrived in area to work

- ~with Covey 210, ' After two photo runs through the area Falcon 22 =

and Covey 210 were sent home, King 6 made one more search through.

- the area from 1030Z to 11107 with negative results and then also
departed for home base, '

8. ' (i REARKS

i 2e (C) ALY SAR and strike forces did an ocutstanding job.

Big Control, I CORPS DASC, was extremely valuable in getting us

fast mover resources along with Lovebug base, Both these agencies

were abie to moniter Panama discreet freq 256,44 end our strike

freq 347.9, which aoincided with Lovebug base commi.,.. it

’ : LiulP-4 '
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9 &) An unfriendly patral was sighted (02302) apparently
s$earo fer surviversy Commmnications with survivors still
m but readable,

10, " After pounding the AAA with fastmovers for L5 minutes
Spads 1led to check on suitability of bringing in the Jolly _
Oreens fo: a plck ups The pground fire was too intense and more
fast mover strilkes were put on target,

1n, g At 03302 1t appeared that a pick up might be possible,-
‘Jolly Grenon 82 & 83, escorted by Spads 7, 8 & 10, and Smokes 25,
26 & 27, farmed for a recovery attempt. The attemp? failed

due to smoke being too close to the survivcs and the
Jolly Orem getiing disorientated in the smcke. Jcily Green
also rsported taking intense fire, All forces pulled back withe
out any losaes. '

12, A whole new round of SAR forces were orderad for another
attempt including special ordnance (BLU~52) from Chennel 87,°

13. (V) Spad 11 replaced Spad 09 as On-Scene Commander and Jolly
-Oreen 21 & 33 replaced Jolly Creen 35 & 42 who had been holding
:ln the avent of a secondary SAR effort,

14, (U) King 6 came on scene and was glven a complcte briefing.
At OLA0Z Ting 6 assumed Airborne Mission Command and King &
descended to refuel Jolly Green 82 & 83 prior to RTB Ch 83,

15, I Forces Used

SAR FACs

Spad: 1, 2, 7, 8, 9,710, 11, 12 Covey 219: 253: 286, 297
Jolly Green: 21, 33, 35, 42 - Nail 57 (resupply)
Orubbyt 35, 35s 37, 41, 42, L5, f+6

Smokes 25’ 27’ 51, 62’ 63' &L

FH Qights

Cobra . Gunfighter Lovebug  Playboy
.Falcm - 0 Limit ‘ Rdtl'ic Ringneck

16. :(U) Ki.ng I, Crewmsmberss

AG/AMC MAJ FEILER
CP MAJ WALLER
N MAJ BEOLEY
20 8S0 GARNER .
. PE M5G CGRIFFIN 3 3
F3 S50 BROW GRUUP-4 -
LM M30G ROBERTSON Downgr. dud at 3 year intervals.,
. Lieciassified af er 12 ye.rs.
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