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401h Arrives Here; 
choppers, Undies 
Now Bang Together 

The 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron, orga-
nized at Udorn Royal Thai Air 
Force Base in March 1968, 
has moved to Nakhon Pha-
nom. 

Commanded since June by 
Lt. Col. John H. 1. Morse, 
the 40th flies HH-53 Super Jol-
ly Green Giants in carrying out 
its mission of providing Search 
and Rescue support for U.S. 
aircraft operating in Southeast 
Asia. 

The move of the unit from 
Udorn to Nakhon Phanom was 
made to consolidate rescue and 
helicopters and ground support 
facilities at one location. 

In contributing to the mot-
to "That Others May Live" the 
40th has established on out-
stading ,seputation since its 
formation as a component of 
the 3rd Aerospace and Reco-
very Group, headquartered at 
Tan Son Nhut Air Base in the 
Republic of Vietnam. The squa-
dron is credited with 130 
"saves" since its formation. 

Units of the world-wide Ae-
rospace Rescue and Recovery 
Service support Air Force and 
other, U.S. agencies conducting 
global air and space operations. 
They also provide air recovery 
forces for manned space flights 
in support of the National Ae-
ronautics and Space Adminis-
tration's aerospace operations. 

Colonel Morse, the comman-
der of the 40th, came to Thai-
land from Wright-Patterson 
AFB, Ohio, where he was as-
signed to the Air Force Sys-
tems Command'.s Flight Test 
Directorate. A \command pilot, 
he flew-17 bombers in World 
War 11 and was stationed at 
Nakhon Phanom once before in 
1968 - '69. 

"The 40th is happy to be  
here," Colonel Morse says, "to 
consolidate our historical as- 	opportunity percentage in each 
sociation with the 	We 	(Continued on Page 4) 

have received fine support here 
and we appreciate the coope-
ration of everyone who pitched 
in and helped us." 

The colonel is a native of 
Winchester, Mass. 

First sergeant of the 40th 
is MSgt. Jackie E. Davison. 

Bigger Quotas 
Bring Stripes 
To 143 Here 

To offset this increased 

• Nakhon Phanom's CBPO has 
announced the names of 97 to be 
promoted to the grade oftechni-
cal sergeant and 46 to master 
sergeant for the fiscal year 
1972A cycle. They are among 
14,939 new techs and 8,871 new 
masters Air Force-wide. 

The promotions will be ef-
fected in monthly increments. 
The cycle is scheduled to run 
through January. 

The Aug. 1 increments called 
for 5,986 promotions to tech, 
more than those promoted to 
that grade in the entire FY 
197IB cycle, and 3,179 to ma.ster, 
almost equaling the total pro-
moted to master in the last cy-
cle. 

Other Aug. 1 increments 
called for 129 promotions to 
chief; 429 to senior; 6,383 to 
staff; and 6,178 to sergeant. 

The new cycle also includes 
the 10 per cent minimum oppor-
tunity pOlicy under which 10 per 
cent of the eligibles in each 
speciality will be selected for 
promotion. Previously, the 
minimum opportunity was 4 per 
cent of eligibles. 

To offset this increased 
opportunity percentage in each 



VeAy soon one 06 Oak Aeaow 
units witt be teaving ti. AiZe 
we AegAet to see the 6ine men o6 
the Jotty Gteens teaue, we aAe 
gtate liut OA the 6ine outstanding 
job they have done. And to “U 
Jotty's shoes, we'd tike to wet-
come Pedto and the gang. The 
Pedtos ate aDLeady buzzing otound 
the base, and it'A good to know 
they'Ae a/wand when needed. So 
Long Jotly Gxeen, Heti.° Pednol 

HONORED GUESTS 

Cotonet SohLe 
Vice CommandeA 	3kd ARRS 

Lt CoZona Shipman 
Acting CommandeA - 40th ARRS 

Lt CoZona LyZe 
Vet 1 Commandet - 40th ARRS 

MajoA. Lanzdate 
Vet 9 Commandet - 38th ARRS 
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2.. (S) On 5 Mar 1970 at 0215L, Jolly Green 77 and 82 were notified of 
a first. light effort. .A Firefly 32 Was down and a.0300Lhrs briefing 
was.scheduled. The briefing was held and intelligence indicated that • 
Firefly' 32' was down near a.known.37mm gun position and is an area of 
high threat 37thm guns. The' downed pilot's position was given as 110/' 
80/89 (110 ° , 80nm/Channe1.89 - XD 028702)'. .Jolly.Green 77 and 82.  . 
were given a take off time of 0520L. The remainder of the launch brew' 
were notified and a 0520L launch was planned- Jolly Green 77 and 82 
take off was accomplished at 0525L. and arrived: atthe preliminary hold- 
ing area (115-75-89) at. approximately 0610L. We advised' King 7 of. our 
Bingo time '(0750L) and established our holding. pattern. During, the 
holding pattern we monitored the PAR strike frequency; Sandys. were 
experiencing some difficulty locating and eliminating the extensive 
.37mm gunfire and particularly the' high Concentration of accurate ZPU 
firing close-in, to the' survivor. Sandy 03 detained the scheduled 
launching of theSmoke.aircraft and the. back up Jolly•Greehs.until . 
such time as these extensive ground fire. positions could. be  
An 090= hrs was estimated. as pickup time. This estimate was. made about 
0700L. At 0730L Jolly. Green 77 and 82 requested King 03 to refuel Jolly' 
Green. 77 and 82.. Refueling was. accomplished.' at 0800L. Holding orbit' , • 
was re-established and Jolly Green 77' and. 82 Were moved to the' Initial 
Point (IP) at 0925L. We arrived at the IP. at' 0940L. The pickup attempt 
was started at 0955. Jolly Green 77 arrived at the pickup spot at 1000L. 
During the run-in for pickup the Sandys lead us in and provided cover 
by. dropping anti-personnel CBU. Sandy 03 was giving directions to. Jolly 
Green 77. Jolly Green 77 overshot the' survivor and a turn was made to. 
re-establish the survivor's position. During the turn to re-locate the' 
survivor we were. momentarily under. instrument conditions due to the wind 
drift causing the smoke to move towards the survivor's position. At this 
time Sandy 03 suggested we pull out due to the smoke cloud. Had it. not 
been for the fact the' survivor was. spotted and hover was started over the 
survivor, Jolly Green 77 would have pulled out. The' rotor wash was 
effective in circulating the edge of the. smoke cloud around us, thus mask-
ing our position. Pickup was accomplished at 10051J. Return to IP at 10071 
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and out of the IF at 1015L. Sgt Hartman operae. he hoist and Sgt Glass 
manned an M-16 in the door position and assested in bringing the survivor 
in the door. During the run-in, pickup and rim-out, of the area some 
ground fire was observed, however, no hits were taken by Jolly Green 77. 
Rtb to Channel 89 was accomplished at 1055L. 

3. (U) The survivor was: Firefly 32, Capt Dave Freistad, 602 SOSci 

4. (U) The rescue crews were: 

Jolly Green 77  

Jr. 

AC: Capt Donald H. Almanzar 

CP: Major William D. Eastman 

FE: SSgt Jack L. Hartman 

FE: SSgt Willson A. Glass 

PJ: MSgt Rodney D. Ohman 

PJ: Sgt Charles L. Colbert 

Jolly Green 82  

AC: Capt Robert M. Horne 

CP: Lt Col Herbert L. Ingram 

FE: SSgt Thomas D. Blakeney 

FE: SSgt Gary D. Turbyfield 

PJ: Sgt Terry E. Caffery 

PJ: Sgt Douglas W. Crowder 
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EX.ORDER 11552 AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 7 

LOCATION: 110/80/89 	 SUB J T TO 
 

ULE 07 EXECUTIVE 
DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: FIREFLY 32 (AlE) 	 T I LILY 	 J- 

SCC.43D 	 C 

SAVES: 1 Combat 	 DE CLASS I FIED 
YEAR IN T. IR V1.1.2S . 

1. (S) King 7 was launched at 2000Z in a first light effort for 
Firefly 32, who had been shot down that evening, position 110/80/89. 

2. (S) King 7 arrived on scene at 2120Z and found that Candlestick' 53 
was maintaining contact with the survivor. Nail 17 arrived an scene y 
at 2230 and was appointed Om-Scene-Commander (OSC) as he was the first 
to establish voice communications with the survivor. Sandies 3 & 4 
arrived on scene at 2240 and Sandy 3 took OSC as soon as he was brief-
ed by Nail 17. Area of survivor was extremely . hostile and numerous 
XPU, 23 Se37MK guns began firing at the Undies. 

3. (C) Nail 17, Sandy 3 and Nail 37 put numerous flights of fast 
movers in against these positions until Sandy 3 was satisfied that 
the area was secure at 0030Z. Sandy 3 then requested slow mover 
resourses for the recovery -. 

4. (S) During the air strikes King 7 had marshalled the following 
resourses on the 115 radial Channel 89 frca 43 to 70 NM at the 
following times Jolly Green (JG) 77 and 82 (2310), Sandy 3 Se 4 
(2240), Sandy 5 & 6 (0010), Sandy 7 & 8 (0130), Smoke 20 - 24 
(0200), Kelly 40 - 47 (0220), and JG 83 & 84 (0200). 

5. (s) Sandy 3 briefed the rescue precedures to be used and re-
established contact with Firefly 32. The rescue was started at 
0230 with Sandy 3 & 4 directing the flights, Sandy 5 & 6 escorting 
JO 771 and 82 high into the area while Smoke 20 - 24 and Kelly 40 - 
44 laid in their ordanance. 

6. (S) JG 77 made a successful recovery at 0253 and all forces 
were cleared 'to RTB at 0255. Sandies 3, 5, & 6 received battle 
damage during the pick up, but all forces recovered safely at 
Channel 89. 

7. (C) Survivor was reported as safe and in good condition. Sixty 
eight sorties were launched in support of this effort. 
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PHILIP J. ADELYAN, Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Commander 

2 

8. (C) AIR REFUELING REQUIREMENTS: King 3 arrived on scene at 
2245Z and was assigned an a/i frequency and discrete UHF frequency 
for the control of possible battle damaged aircraft. King 3 started 
air with JG 77 & 82 at 0029Z and comp1ete4 gtoW55t4 He then 
maintained a law orbit tlftegkciutktHeMi;Sion as back up aircraft, 

9. (S) PROBLEM AREAS: Firefly 32 could not establish communications 
on URC 64 Channel Delta. Due to the congestion on Guard Freq the 
mission was hampered to a degree, Recommend URC-64 radios receive a 
on tine check on all freq to insure both reception and transmission 
capabilities. 

10. (S) RESOURCES: 

USED 	 AVAILABLE BUT NOT USED 

• (SAR Forces) 
Sandies 3, 4, 5, & 6 Sandies 7, 8, 1, & 2 
Jolly-Green 77 & 82 JoLly Green 83 &• 84 
Smoke 20, 21, 22, & 23 Smoke 24, 25, 26, & 27 
Kelly 40, 41, 42, & 43 Kelly 44, 45, 46, & 47 
King 3 & 7 

ETT'DOV:i n 7-) f' r) n TO 
CONFIT: \TA'. 
'A EY.ORDER 11 52 

Boxer 3, 49  5, & 6 
Cobra 11 & 12 
Gunfighter 13 & 14 
Popper 
Racoona"lf:adb-s. 

_ 

G21'1=1, DECLASSIFICATION 

BObbiii LE  OF EXECUTIVE ORDEF, 11652 
D0'.'ai"GRADED AT T 

(FACIs) 
Candlestick 53 
Nail 17, 37, & 18 
Wolf 01 & 03 

(FAST MOVERS) 
Sidewinder 405 
Gallup 
Scuba 1 & 2 
Metric 
Gunfighter 35 & 36 
Streetcar 301 

15 & 1$ 

11. 	(C) Crewmembers: 

KING 7 KING 

YEARINTERVALS. 	k3) ))AA1 
,PECLAZZIFIED ON 

1 

AC/AMC CPT ADELMAN AC MM CLEMENTS 
CP 1LT URBACH CP MM RIGGERT 
N CPT BOGNER N MM STOFFEL 
RO AlC OLSZWSKI RO TSG COULTER 
FE MSG HOLMAN FE MSG KILGORE 
FE SSG REAVES FE MSG MARTEL 
LM SSG %REHM LM SSG HERRING 

-Ii--41=-=A5.-7Ar, 	• 
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1._ (11 This report submitted IAW ARRSM 55-2/3 ARRGp Sup 1. 

(5) On 5 Mar 1970 at 02151,„ Jolly Green 77. and 82.  Were notified of 
. a first. light effort. -A Firefly 32 Was down and a:0300L hrS briefing 
was. scheduled .. The briefing was held and intelligenCe indicated that 
Firefly 32' was down near a. known. 37mm gun position and is an area of 
. high threat 37Mm guns. . The' downed pilot's position was given as 110/ 
80/89 (lie, 80nm/Channel 89 - XD 028702) -. _Jolly Green 77 and 82 
were given a take off time Of 0520L. The remainder of the' launch crew 
were notified and a 0520L launch was planned. Jolly. Green 77 and 82 
take off was accomplished at 0525L. and arrived at the preliminary hold-
ing area (115-75-89) at. approximately 0610L. We advised' King 7 of. our 
Bingo time (0750L) ana established our holding pattern. During the 
holding pattern we monitored the pArt strike frequency; Sandys were 
experiencing some difficulty locating and eliminating the extensive 
37]oam gunfire and -particularly the high Concentration of accurate ZPU 
firing close-in to the survivor. Sandy 03 detained the scheduled 
launching of the Smoke aircraft and the. back up Jolly Greens. until . 
such time as these extensive ground fire. positions could be eliminated. 
An 0900L hrs was estimated, as pickup time. This estimate was. made about . 
0700L. At 0730L Jolly. Green 77 and. 82 requested King.  03 to refuel 
Green. 77 and 82. Refueling was. accomplished at 0800L. Holding orbit: - 
was re-established and Jolly Green 77 and 82 were moved to the Initial 
Point (IP) at 0925L. We arrived at the IP at 0940L. The pickup attempt 
was started at 0955. Jolly Green 77 arrived at the pickup spot at 1000L. 
During the run-in for pickup the Sandys lead us in and provided cover 
by dropping anti-personnel CBU. Sandy 03 was giving directions to Jolly 
Green 77. Jolly Green 77 overshot the survivor and a turn was made to 
re-establish the survivor's position. During the turn to re-locate the 
survivor we were. momentarily under. instrument conditions due to the wind 
drift causing the smoke to move towards the survivor's position. At this 
time Sandy 03 suggested we pull out due to the smoke cloud. Had it not 
been for the fact the survivor was. spotted and hover was started over the 
survivor, Jolly Green 77 would have pulled out. The rotor wash was 

effective in circulating the edge of the smoke cloud around us, thus mask-
ing our position. Pickup was accomplished at 1005L. Return to IP at 1007L 
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and out of the IF at 1015L. Sgt Hartman opera ec he hoist and Sgt Glass 
manned an M-16 in the door position and assested in bringing the survivor 
in the door. During the run-in, pickup and run-out of the area some 
ground fire was observed, however, no hits were taken by Jolly Green 77. 
RTB to Channel 89 was accomplished at 1055L. 

3. (U) The survivor was: Firefly 32, Capt Dave Freistad, 602 SOSci 

4. (U) The rescue crews were: 

'Jolly Green 77  

AC: Capt Donald H. Almanzar 

Major William D. Eastman Jr. 

SSgt Jack L. Hartman 

SSgt Willson A. Glass 

MBgt Rodney D. Ohman 

Sgt Charles L. Colbert 

CP: 

FE: 

FE: 

PJ: 

PJ: 

Jolly Green 82  

AC: Capt Robert M. Horne 

CP: It Col Herbert L. Ingram 

FE: SSgt Thomas D. Blakeney 

FE: SSgt Gary D. Turbyfield 

PJ: Sgt Terry E. Caffery 

PJ: Sgt Douglas W. Crowder 

' Cra.S.SifidbyPe* 
SUBJECT TO GENERAL DZCLASSIFI ATION 
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTI7E CRDR 11652 
AUTCVATICALLY-  D .-OWNGRADED AT TWO 
YEAH INTER .1TALS 	 /1 

IDECIASSIFIZ)oz ",-1 m--r-L' 

ONALD H. 	ZAR, Capta 
Aircraft Commander, Jolly 

USAF 
reen 77 

2 
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4 March 1970 

A-1E 52-133914 602 SOS, 5650W, USAF, Nakhon Phanom 
Capt. D E Friestad (survived) 

Capt Friestad was flying a Steel Tiger armed reconnaissance sor- 
tie at night over southern Laos when he was shot down_ He found 
and attacked several trucks on a road near Ban Boung, 35 miles 
west of the DMZ. As he pulled up from his first pass his aircraft 
was hit by a 37mm shell and he ejected almost immediately. He 
evaded capture and was rescued the next day by a USAF HH-53C 
helicopter from the 40th ARRS. Capt Friestad was shot down 
again a few weeks later during a RESCAP on 22 April. 
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40th ARRSQ HIST, JAA.AAR 1970 

IS Fah 70 A !lost light* ream:sot saiN4 pilot nal* by Ruff. 

21 Feb 70 gaff plaited up 1/1.405 beekarater fear mili . math of 

Worn. 

25 Feb 70 IMAM ARIScitslampirear Dot 1 atikideme Phalan. 

26 Feb 70 Operation out of Tango lamp ed. due to imaialty 

of hostile COMO". 

1 Aar 70 First light effort for a Marina A..7 

Rammed w Buff. 

5 Aar 70 Filet of 00 reamed by buff omit of Channel 89. 

13 liar 70 &jar Oamoral Joseph R. DeLuca. i43/0mapiro11.er 

AFLC and party visited the 40th. 

16 *r 70 F.405 pilot pickled up nine miles south of Wank. 

20 Aar 70 Al pilot rammed *Bar. moth aireraft participating 

in two dor SAR *Wart. 

21 her 70 The SIB objective of twig,  affect, an /114 pilot 

pieleed ap Retry battler dame* to Bet fleet. 

22 Aar 70 The 37th APRSq asuman sommitnent at Mahon Flamm 

drat* radased capability of the 40tA4 



56 SOW 
Jan - Mar 70 
K-WG-56-HI 

SECRET 25 

(U) Several days later, a successful rescue was effected 

for Firefly 32, an A-1 E. The pilot had been striking trucks but 

when be pulled off the target in a climbing turn, the aircraft 

abruptly started to roll, which the pilot was able to catch, and 

then it went inverted. Whether it was from a hit or mechanical 
75/ 

failure the pilnt couldn't tell. 

(U) The general area was near D-79 at the convergence of the 

two roads. KING 7 was on-scene and NAIL 17 who had arrived about 

ten minutes earlier, had already established voice contact with 
76/ 

the survivor who reported be was all right. -  

(U) Upon arriving on the scene and locating the survivor, 

the Sandys began trolling for guns. The guns came up quickly 

and Sandy 03 pinpointed the guns for 17= 17 and cleared him to 

use the incoming fast mover flights on them. -Jhile the guns were 

being suppressed, the Sandys recced the area and located the best 

ingress/egress route. It took out two hours to kill or silence 

the gun positions and about 8-10 flights of fast movers were used 
77/ 

in the process. 

(U) Following the supnression of the guns, the Jolly Green 
78/ 

was vectored in for the successful pickup. 

(s) Another successful SR was conducted on the morning of 

15 Xarth for Garfish 501, a Navy A-4. The survivor had to remain 

overnight and a first light rescue was effected the following day. 

The &AR was unopposed with the survivor being picked up in a mini-
79/ 

ram of time. 

SECRET 
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56 SOW 	 SECRET 	 x,2 
Jan -Nlar70 
K-VIG-56-Ed 

FEB 
1 

3 

(U) 

(5) 

56th Combat Support Group C3P0 became ser-
vicing CESPO for 1987th Communications Squadron. 

C1I-3 lost to ground fire on e2filtration mis-
sion - crew recovered. 

6-7 (5) Search and Rescue effort for Milestone 516 
was successful. 

11 (S) It. Col. William L. Kieffer Jr, 1st Special 
Operations Squadron, declared KIA. 

16 (C) Detachment 9, 38th Air Rescue Squadron (PEDRO) 
arrived from Pleika. 

18 (U) Search and Rescue for Banyan 03B was successful. 

18 . (u) New officer modular barracks opened for occupancy. 

21 (C) Xieng . Khoung field captured by enemy forces. 

28 (g) CIVIC action Center inactivated. 

- (C) right restrictions Placed on A-1 and C-123 
aircraft for operations in ::u Gia and 3an ::ari. 

2-lar 
1 (S) Search and Rescue effort for Charger 411 	as 

successful. 

5 (U) Search and Rescue effort for Firefly 32 -..7as 
successful. 

10 	 (3) 	Search and Rescue effort for Firefly 23,13 
waz successful. 

14 	 (3) 	Maj. Donald 3. Fincher, 602nd Special Operations 
Squadron, declared :11A. 

15 	 (S) 	Search and Rescue effort for Garfisn 501 was 
successful. 

16 	 (S) 	Search and Rescue effort for :Tail 53 was 
successful. 

20-21 	(U) 	Search and Rescue effort for "olf 06 Alpha 
was successful - effort for liolf 06 3ravo was 
unsuccessful. 
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RUMOREA/56SOWi NKR': RTAFB THAI. 
RUMOUVA/AIRX:  VIENTIANE 	: 
RHMPSII/CTSEMEN SEVEN. Pt. ZERO 
BY 	 itztrrmt.  
JJfl JOPREP JIFFY' OL.••2. ,  3ARRGP-  RESCUE 0 2 04 
I. RESCUE 	NG/CLOSING REPORT MAR 70. 
Zip 4!'cot34.. MAR; .-.70 
3*. FIREFLY' 32. A.. TACTICAL B.:, CLASSIFIED C. CAMOUFLAGED/339 .140ft1 
0; USA- E. USAFISOSOW F. Cikirr DAVID E.- FRIESTAD G.'XIME0 H* USAF 
STANDARD::- 	 '04/:1800Z rjACK-: THRU INVERT RADAR-. 5*,  SE 
S. 6/HR=531.40ARRe-:;..4/A1HZ56SOW 2/HC130T/39ARRS AsT: 

• , 1,..."taGrrryrfig 'uNctiEa, AT .-04--/2228Zr- SANDIES: 374.- LAUNCHED:.,AT:44/02-4-04P-
SAM:HES:45/ 	vbtefiEo.4 , 15t-o14/2 	 4AUNC HEM Altj04/iX,958Z*:,,KING: 

, ! . 3:;;;  LAuNctit  ttf  -444:12515 • -- 4.. A dr- Not.*LFAtp:r0F, EtZt._500 0 
BROKEN .4!GOO/:*IBIL'IT*tkk4.7rtr2 RILES ■ sorni-c HAZeik:d&P;":r3ARR .GP 
Lt coL:*DELBERT;:„ ■■:t STEFHENS*7 MAJOR:: RICHARD 0.: JULIAN iv.' MAJOR -  WILSON H 
SPANGLER, CAPV - RICHARD 0. SMITH mser PAUL T.. FOXWORTH*; 171.; 7ABCCCr 
INVERT CONTROL.:Za*:. SANDr',03/04/2304Z 4.QARRS/HH53C/ 
FOREST-  PENETRATOR/05/0254r -1.4•1 °7 	 IS. TAKEN TO NAKHON 
PHANOM RTAFEI' THAILAND 16.;Wick, -fitel0ARRS/HH53;;r22/5t-747%0,6SOW/A1E; 

D AA t.  PAGE 3 RHMUABAO0M011111 
'i45:6'119ARRS/HC130P 17« A*. 07070/0/NOT AVAILABLE/0/0/1 
B. 0/0/0/0/NOT AVAILABLE/0/0/O. 16. A* CREW MAKING SAVE: AC 
ALMANZAR* DONALD Hof CAPT.. CP EASTMAN. WILLIAM D.. MAJ., FE 
HARTMAN. JACK L.r. SSGT. RS COLBERT. CHARLES L., SGT. RS 
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B. PERSONNEL SAVED: CAPT  i 	 835-st 602505, USAF. 

H. oe CREDITED WITHONE26t7A#RtOM 'J.CREWAEMBECSAVE: RS WAS 
19..A. 10NM OF 1654N/0556E5. 	VOR LOCATED C. SE D. SE 

NOT DEPLYED. 2 IAR REFUELING'S ACCOMPLISHED.A  FEW MINUTES PRIOR 
:rO.04/1800Z,,NAIL 311 A FAC WORKING FIREFLY 32 AND 33, REPORTED 
:FIliEF11174g-LOtiWNED BYHOSTILEFIRE: FIREFLY 33 AND NAIL 37 . 

 CIRCLED THE AREA AND HEARD A.BEEPER AT 04/18002. POSITIOWWAS. 
 REPORTED 1.10/80/CH891XD 0068).. 'AT 04118102 THE SURVIVOR BEGAN ' 

ASWERINGTIREFLY.33 WITH  HIS BEEPER, APPARENTLY AFRAID  TO-102. 
•EcAusEoF':E,EMy ACTIVITY. FIRST '.L1GHTAS'.DETERMINED:'T0'8E. 
.P2c,p24.:4JOLLGREERTXREWS. ,FOR .70:80,84 AND :83 WERE:ALERTED:AT 04:, 
1:910.2*OR'40E1AUNCHASAP FOR CH 89+ THE CREWS FOR .JG..82/77‘ 'AND. 
SANDX4REMS4JERE-ALEIMOTOR A:MISSION BRIEFING AT 04/1920Z. 

1(ING-74:AUNCHEDFROM CH 83.AT - 04/1958Z WITH AN ET/OFOR.THE SAR AREA 
OF1e12150ZT:04/19252'FIREFLY -33 AND NAIL 37 HAD. 1 RTB AND 

PAGE 4 RHMUABA00 WI  
CANDLESTICK '464 A C123. TOOK OVER ON SCENE. AT 04/2110Z CANDLE .... 
STICK '53 ASSUMED ON SCENE COMMANDER. JG 70/80 TOOK OFF FOR 
CH8941704/2045Z AND .JG 84/83 AT 04/21002.4(ING 3 LAVOICHEDLFROM 
CH 83 AT:I04/21252 -TO ACT AS TANKER. NAIL 17 ARRIVED IWSAR AREAS  AT 
PRXWQMTZ AND.ASSUMED.ON SCENE COMMANDER. AT 04/2?452 . HEMADE 
VOICE CONTACT .WITH THE SURVIVOR::SY 3/4 WERE AIRBORNE AT 04/22202, 
ARRIVED ON -SCENE AT 0412250Z. SY 3 WAS BRIEFED BY NAIL "17 AND, _

1  4
, 

ASSUMED ON SCENE COMMADER FOR THE REMAINDER OF.. THEMISSION:"--AT-01 - . . 
2304Z_SANDY -3 LOCATED THE SURVIVOR. NAIL 17 BEGAN DIRECTING STRIKES 
'OF FAST MOVERS.  AS SOON AS THE SIGHTING WAS MADE. JG -T2-7i7 . DEPARTED 
CH 89 AT 04/22282 AND WERE IN THEIR HOLDING ORBIT POSITION AT 
0412315Z. THE NEXT FLIGHT :OF SANDIES WAS DELAYED BY MECHANICAL 
PROBLEMS AND SY:5/6 LAUNCHED Al. .04/23352.:SANDY718 AT*b1022. - 	. 
OTHER AlES WITH SMOKE AND KELLY, TOGETHER.WITH-JG 84/83 WERE. HELD 
AT CH89 UNTIL THE -AREA,WAS SOFTENED BY FAST MOVERS. BETWEEN 15/0124Z 
AND 05/0142Z JG T4/83i 'SMOKES 20--23. AND KELLY 40-431-AUNCHED - 
FROM CH 89. BY 05/02002 FOUR MORE SMOKE AND FOUR MORE KELLY ACTT. 
HAD LAUNCHED. AT 05/0247? SANDY HAD' JG 82/77 START INTO 'THEAREA 
WITH SANDY 5/6. JG 82/77 FOLLOWED THE AlyS LAYING ORDNANCE INTO. 
THE SURVIVOR AT 05/0248Z. THE summok WAS TEMPORARILY OBSCURED BY 

PAGE 5 RHMUABA 0 0414111WLiwk 
SMOKE BUT .yie 77 WAS ABLE TO J_DGATE,HIM AND MADE.  THE PICKUP USING A 

- JUNGLE PENETRATOR IN ANAREA -70730 FOOT TatE5-71. 	25 05/03Z. 
SURVIVOR WAS TAKEN TO NAKHON PHANUM-RtAFB, THAILAND (0-189).. HIS . 
.CONDITIDN IS EXCELLENT WITH ONLY MINOR CUTS. SEVERALAIRCRAFT TOOK. 
HITS  BUT ALL RETURNED SAFELY. THe-Tocnsium-vasTecum AT 05705002 
WHEN KING 7 LANDED AT  P14  

BT 1  
10044 

NNNN* 
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56 

40rth 	aLA: 4, 	1970 

Grew of Der m pis up on 5 Aareh 70. From 

left:AEO 	Ohmaa (P4), Capt "411. Almanzar 

(14,C), SagtJ.L. Aartman (FE), MajorW.L. Eaetimon 

(CP), 3st G.L.Golbart (P4), S.ist 	Claas (FB). 



FROM: 37(0) 	 11 Mar 70 

SUBJECT: MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT (1-3-014) 9 Mar 70 

TO: 370 
3RD AR= (JRCC) 

1. This report is submitted LAW ARRSK 55-2/3ARRGP Sup 1 dated 15 - 
 June 1968. - 

2. At 11113L on 9 Mar 70, JG 35 and JG 27, Alfa Low and High 
respectively were scrambled from Da Nang AB, RVN. Information that 
an F-100 pilot, Bobcat 72 had bailed out at 220/50/77 was received 
before takeoff and confirmed with Queen after takeoff. Enroute 
information from Panama indicated that the survivor was at 220/55/77. 
However, he was actually located close to the original position 
given by Queen. Enroute the aircraft flew at 4000 MSL an top of a 
thin overcast. Weather at Da Nang and at the location of the survivor 
was scattered and six plus visibility. Weather information from King 
6 and Sped 12 indicated that Weather was moving in on the survivors 
location with estimated arrival over him shortly after our ETA into 
the area. Shortly before leaving the edge of the overcast, the 
Jollys climbed to 6500 ft. Thereafter one short burst of automatic 
weapons fire was directed at us. JG 27 answered the fire, however 
the range involved was too great for effective use of our M-60's. 
King 6 and a FAC, Lopez 01, were very helpful in getting the Jollys 
to a holding area close to the survivor at 1500L. No serious 
problems with respect to radio discipline were encountered. No enemy 
action was noted in the survivors area nor did he report any from 
the ground. Due to the remotemess of the area, the nearness of 
weather moving in, lack of enemy activity and calls for assistance 
from the survivor, JG 35 went into the survivots position shortly 
after arrival in the area, at approximately 1505L. The survivor 
was directed to use his mirror, but no flash was seen by the Jolly 
crew. He then popped a smoke which came up through-the trees 40 
yards uphill from his actual location. Since the survivor had 
reported back injuries, a PJ was lowered to assist him. Due to 
a double jungle canopy the survivor was not in sight from the 
helicopter. Shortly after the PJ was an the ground the survivor 
called an guard and gave his position as 30 meters at our 9 O'clock 
position. His radio communication was intermittent with JO 35 
throughout. After a good bit of searching the second PJ on board 
saw the survivor motionless, lying beside a log. The second PJ 
was lowered, he requested a litter be lowered which was done, and 
the survivor was hoisted aboard. The co-pilot left his seat and 
assisted in bringing the survivor aboard. By this time fuel had 
become a problem and King 6 was advised to be ready for an immediate 
refueling. The FE went off intercaan while positioning the survivor 



away from the door and the co-pilot directed the pickup of the two 
-Bits, now standing under the aircraft. They were brought up together. 
JG 35 departed the area at 1530L. Total hover time was approximately 
20 minutes. It should be noted that the survivor was of little help 

- in locating him mainly, it appears, because he had only one flare 
and he was incapacitated, unable to show us any movement. King 6 
was right on time and a successful air refueling was accomplished. 
JG 35 and 27 proceeded to the Naval Support Activity Hospital. 
Ehroute the Wis reported that the survivor stopped breathing twice 
but was revived using mouth to mouth resuscitation. JG 35 landed 
at the NSA Hospital at 1605L. After delivering the survivor to the 
medics JG 35 and 27 proceeded to and landed at Da Nang AB, RVN. 

3. The survivor: Captain Richard J. Cowell, 
35th TFW Phan Rang AB, R7N 

4. Jolly Green Crews: 

JOLLY GREEN  
AC Major 
CF Capt 
FE Sgt 
RS msgt 
RS Sgt 

35 GREW 
Lewis E. Garrett 
Albert W. Palmer 
Jimmie D. Rash 
Harold W. Harvey 
Terry L. Ietzel 

JOLLY GREEN 27 CREW 
AC Capt Travis H. Scott 
CP Major George C. Hitt 
FE Sgt Robert J. Laframboise 
RS Mgt Lewis J. Roberts Jr. 

LEWIS E. GARRETT, Major, USAF 
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Mission Number: 

DATE: 9 MAR 70 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: 

LOCATION: 220/50/77 

DISTRESSED AIR 

SAVES: 1 Combat 

ONFIDEffi Lii March 1970 

1-3-014-9 MAR 70  
r&C)  KING 6 

0\1\1  •A\ 	N.\:°  C 	k 
06) 

-Tassifiedbylk/1 
SUFBXEOT TO tENERAL DULA SS I ' ,CATION 
ZOPEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652 
AUTOMATI GALI:ZDOWVGRADEDATTWO 
YEARITERVALS7r 	in 
DECLASSIFLEDOe' 

1. (S) At 0616, Bobcat 71 (F-100) called on guard that his wing-
man had bailed out and that he had a good chute at position 220/5151,t77. 
Lopez 01 & 05 (0-2 FACs) were in the area, observed the survivor 
waiting to them but could not establish radio contact for same time 
because his beeper was still on. Jolly Green 35 & 27 reported air-
borne at 0625Z and Spad 11 & 12 were off at 0635Z. Lopez 01 was 
appointed On,-Scene Commander (OSC). He reported good weather, heavily 
wooded 3000 ft terrain and thought the situation was fairly permissive 
although there was the possibility of ground forces in the area. 
King requested RESCAP with soft ordnance and had fast movers available 
throughout the mission. 

2. (C) At 0637Z, Lopez 01 reported the survivor was no longer in 
sight and the beeper was still on. At 0651Z, Lopez 01 was replaced 
by Sped 11 as On,-Scene Commander, Sped 11 spotted a signal mirror 
at 0659Z and decided to attempt recovery as soon as the Jollys 
arrived inasmuch as the effort had been unopposed. At 0713Z, Jolly 
Green 35 was over the chute but could not locate the survivor due 
to extremely dense foliage. A PJ was deployed to locate the survivor 
and place him on a litter for safe extraction. The on-scene delay 
was due to poor radio contact with the survivor, heavy jungle, and 
the survivors condition which turned out to be quite serious. 

3. (C) Although no ground fire was noted, the spads put smoke along 
a nearby road to obscure the hovering helicopter from possible areas 
of troop concentration. 

4. (C) Jolly Green 35 departed the scene at 0740Z with less than 
30 minutes fuel remaining and was refueled immediately by King 6 as 
was Jolly Green 27. Medical facilities at DaNang were alerted to 
the emergency and Jolly Green 35 arrived at the hospital at 0810, 

5. (S) Resources: 

(SAR Forces used) 
	

(SAR Forces enroute but not used) 

Jolly Green 35 & 27 
	

King 7 
Sped 11 & 12 
	

November Jolly Greens and Sandys 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



(S) RESOURCES cont 

(Fast Movers Available on scen 

Bobcat 71 (F-100) 
Devil 51 & 52 (F-100) 
Tide 51 & 52 (F-100) 
Champion 415 - 41a (A-7) 
Gunfighter 55 (F-4) 
Chisel flight (4 F-413) 
Misty 30 & 40 (F-100) 

6. (C) King 6 Crewmembers: 

AciAmc MAJ CLEMENTS 
'OP ITC SIMPSON 

N CPT WRIGHT 
RO SGT OLSZEWSKI 
FE SGT MATTHEWS 
FE SGT ALLEN 
LM SGT LORENZ 

GEORGErW. CLMENTS, Major, USAF 
Aircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Commander 



DATE: 14 Mila 70 

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-017-114MAR 70 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNkTION: KING 4 

LOCATION: XD 392376 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: GARFISH 501 (A-4) 

SAVES: 1 Combat 

ch 1970 

10  (C) King 4 crew was alerted for a first light SAR effort. 
King 4 arrived on scene at 2250Z (0650H). Spad 11 was appointed 
On-Scene Commander. Adequate SAR resources were available includ-
ing fast movers, slow movers, escorts and helicopters. Due to low 
visibility conditions and a low lying fog layer an immediate pick 
up attempt was decided upon. The survivor was in good condition, 
very calm and followed instructions. The pick up and exit were 
almost uneventful with very light and scattered small arms and 
automatic weapons fire reported by the exiting SAR Forces. After 
pick up and egress forces were released. The On-Scene Commander 
did a commendable job. 

2. (C) Jolly Green 33, 27, 15, & 36 were refueled by King 3 after 
the pick up and enroute to DaNang AB. 

3. (S) No significant problem areas. A 30 minute earlier launch 
of one helicopter flight would have permitted a 15 to 20 minute 
earlier pickup. The success of this mission again proves the 
validity of the fast in, fast out tactic whenever possible. Any 
further delay in helicopter arrival might have allowed the fog to 
lift requiring further delay in preparing the area for the recovery. 
Helicopters should be available to the On-Scene Commander just as 
soon as he can possibly use them. 

-a-A- 

ALTON P.H. BREWER, MajoriUSAF 
Airborne Mission Commander 
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5116J ecT r Mission Narrative Report (1-3-017) 15 Mar 70 (IT) 	 CSIT-.LRAL 
sciaguLE OF EXECUT .E7-1-: 	.711652 

. DOW Ni nP  tnFR-1-0 Al All.1.01SITIC,'ALLY DOWNGrittaz.„(D .A.1.• Q/ 
To, 37C 	 A 	'YEAR INTERV-ALS. • in 	A k 

3rd ARRGP r 	CONFIDC\ITIV_ ON 	DECLASSIFIED ONS)  

1. (U) This repo 1 	g IA ARRSM 55-2/3rd AIIRGp Sup 1 dated EA9-14P 	E 52  
15 June 1968. 

2. (S) At 0525L, 15 Mar 70, Jolly Green 33 (Bravo Iow) and Jolly Green 
27 (Bravo High) were launched from Da Nang for a first light effort. The 
survivor was a Navy A-4 pilot, Garfish 501, who had been shot down at 
approximately 2100L, the previous night. His position was plotted as 252/ 
50/103 which put him  approximately 5 NM, SE of Tchepone. Spads 11, 12, 
01 and 02 were launched at 0515L. Jolly Green 15 & Jolly Green 09 were 
launched from Da Nang at 0535L as backup aircraft and were to hold east of 
Oh 103. Jolly Green 33 and Jolly Green 27 proceeded to 270/20/103 as a 
holding fix until daybreak when the Spads could get down and get a look at 
the area. Official sunrise occurred at 0655L and the weather was 5,000 to 
6,000 ft overcast in the mountains with fog in the valleys and visibility 
limited by haze. Voice contact was established with Garfish 501 at 0647L 
and he stated that his condition was good and he would not need the assist-
ance of a PJ. Spad 11 spotted the survivors chute at 0702L and after 
trolling the area, reported negative ground fire, and that the AAA weapons 
in the valley surrounding the survivor were still covered with early morn-
ing fog. Intelligence reported 23mm, all, 37mm, 57mm, and unguided rockets 
in the valley within 2 NM of the survivor. At 0725L Span 11 requested 
Jolly Green 33 and 27 move in a quick as possible to take advantage of the 
fog in the vplleys. At 0735L Jolly Green 33 started a spiraling letdown 
over the survivor's plateau while Jolly Green 27 stayed high. Spad 11 mark-
ed a run-in course with smoke rockets from SE to NW. As Jolly Green 33 
was letting down, the chute was spotted at the 3 o'clock position. Final 
preparations were made. The tip tanks were jettisoned over the first smoke 
rocket and the low level run-in was started. The survivor was reported NW. 
A short hover search was conducted with the aid of directions from the ppads 
and Garfish 501. The survivor was quickly spotted in tall elephant grass 
hiding behind a large rock. He had lit the night end of his MK-13 as direct- . 

 ed, and when it was discarded it started a grass fire. With the aid of 
excellent hover directions from the Flight Engineer, Garfish 501 was quickly 
hoisted aboard at 0747L, and a circling climb out of the area was started. 
Excellent cover was provided by the four Spads during the climb out. They 
layed smoke, 0BU, rockets and 20mm fire on both sides of Jolly 33 as he climb-
ed out of the area. After climbing to altitude directly over the area of the 
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pickup, Jolly Green 33 and 27 	ed up and headed east. After crossing the 
defense perimeter formed by enemy gun emplacements, a refueling was set up 
with King 03 at 290/45/69. King 03 refueled Jolly Green 33, 27, 09 and 15 
during the trip back to Da Nang. The survivor was in excellent condition 
but a flight surgeon was alerted to meet the survivor at Da Nang. Jolly' 
Green 33 Landed at Da Nang at 0855L. 

3, (U) The Survivor: It(JG) Peter A. Schranz (USN), 705757 
VA-55 (USS Hancock OVA-19) 

4. (0 Jolly Green Crews: 

Jolly Green 33 Crew 

AC Capt. Gerald L. Keyser, Jr. 
CP Maj. James Z. Elkinton 
FE Sgt. Karl H. Chunn 
RS MSgt. Harold W. Harvey 
RS SSgt. Eugene L. Nardi 

Jolly Green 27 Crew 

AC Capt. Kenneth T. Kelley 
CI' Capt. Albert W. Palmer 
FE TSgt. Frank Gaydos, Jr. 
RS SSgt. Jules C. Smith 

GERALD L. KEYS -,  , JR., Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander, Jolly Green 33 
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K-WG-56-HI 

SECRET 25 

(U) Several days later, a successful rescue was effected 

for Firefly 32, an A-1 E. The pilot had been striking trucks but 

when he pulled off the target in a climbing turn, the aircraft 

abruptly started to roll, which the pilot was able to catch, and 

then it went inverted. Whether it was from a hit or mechanical 
75/ 

failure the pilot couldnft tell. 

(U) The general area was near D-79 at the convergence of the 

two roads. MING 7 was on-scene and WAIL 17 who had arrived about 

ten minutes earlier, had already established voice cnntact with 
76/ 

the survivor who reported he was all right:-  

(U) Upon arriving on the scene and locating the survivor, 

the Sandys began trolling for guns. The guns cane up quickly-

and Sandy-  03 pinpointed the guns for 1= 17 and cleared him to 

use the incoming fast mover flights on them. :Mile the guns were 

being suppressed, the Sandys recced the area and located the best 

ingress/egress route. It took about two hours to kill or silence 

the gun positions and about 8-10 flights of fast movers were used 
77/ 

in the process. 

(U) Following the suppression of the guns, the Jolly Green 
78/ 

was vectored in for the successful pickup. 

(S) Another successful SXR was conducted on the morning of 

15 Earth for Garfish 501, a Nay/ A-4. The survivor had to remain 

overnight and a first light rescue was effected the following day. 

The S.AR was unopposed with the survivor being picked up in a mini-
79/ 

ram of time. 
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56 S6;k 	 SECRET 	 xvi 
Jan-Mar 70 
K-NVG-56-E1 

FE3 
1 (U) 56th Combat Support Group C3P0 became ser-

vicing CBP0 for 1987th Communications Squadron. 

3 (3 ) 
CH-3 lost to ground fire on exfiltration mis-
sion - crew recovered. 

6-7 (s) Search and Rescue effort for Milestone 516 
was successful. 

11 (S) Lt. Col. William I. Kieffer Jr 1  1st Special 
Operations Squadron, declared KIA. 

16 (C) Detachment 9, 38th Air Rescue Squadron (PEDRO) 
arrived from Pleiku. 

18 (U) Search and Rescue for Banyan 03B was successful. 

18 . (U) New officer modrlar barracks opened for occupancy. 

21 (C) Xieng - Khoung field captured by enemy forces. 

28 (U) Civic :lotion Center inactivated. 

(C) aght restrictions placed on _1-1 and C-I23 
aircraft for operations in i Gia and Jan 

(s) Search and Rescue effort for Charger 411 was 
successful. 

5 (U) Search and ReSCU2 effort for 	32 was 
successful. 	- 

lo (s) Search and Rescue effort for Arefly 23_V3 
was successful. 

14 Cs) Maj. Donald 3. Fincher, 602nd Special Operations 
Squadron, declared =i1. 

15 (s) Search and Rescue effort for Garfisn 501 was 
successful. 

16 (S) Search and Rescue effort for 'Jail 53 was 
successful. 

20-21 (U) Search and Rescue effort for ":1-olf 06 Alpha 
was successful - effort for -Jolf 06 3ravo was 
unsuccessful. 
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REPLYTO 	 r177Y7.77 
lidtisif4 ATTN OF: 37 (0) 	 17 March 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MR FORCE 
AEROSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC) 

, 	 APO SAN FRANCISCO 90337 

nessifiedby 
suwEcT2 Mission Narrative Report (1-3-017) 15 Mar 70 (U) ,SUTLEL,TI:OGWEIMU 

DOW" 	

ID  0 	 DEL...„ IOATIPTI 

TO: 370 	 • 	r/P

00AF,, ,Er:;[Epc,o,T;;E 	tivt3052 

1.) MAR INTIELV.74113. 	in  
3rd ARRGp 	CONFI \MAI - ONn 	DECLASGIFIED 

1. (U) Thl repol4As Etia 
vaicipeVislilAgi 55_ 

2/3rd ARRGp Sup 1 dated 
15 June 1968. 

2. (S) At 0525L, 15 Mar 70, Jolly Green 33 (Bravo Low) and Jolly Green 
27 (Bravo High) were launched from Da Nang for a first light effort. The 
survivor was a Navy 	pilot, Garfish 501, who had been shot down at 
approximately 2100L, the previous night. His position was plotted as 252/ 
50/103 which put him approximately 5 NM, SE of Tchepone. Spads 11, 12, 
01 and 02 were launched at 0515L. Jolly Green 15 & Jolly Green 09 were 
launched from Da Nang at 0535L as backup aircraft and were to hold east of 
Oh 103. Jolly Green 33 and Jolly Green 27 proceeded to 270/20/103 as a 
holding fix until daybreak when the Spads could get down and get a look at 
the area. Official sunrise occurred at 0655L and the weather was 5,000 to 
6,000 ft overcast in the mountains with fog in the valleys and visibility 
limited by haze. Voice contact was established with Garfish 501 at 0647L 
and he stated that his condition was good and he would not need the assist-
ance of a PJ. Spad 11 spotted the survivors chute at 0702L and after 
trolling the area, reported negative ground fire, and that the AAA weapons 
in the valley surrounding the survivor were still covered with early morn-
ing fog. Intelligence reported 23mm, ZPU, 37mm, 57mm, and unguided rockets 
in the valley within 2 NM of the survivor. At 0725L Sped 11 requested 
Jolly Green 33 and 27 move in a quick as possible to take advantage of the 
fog in the valleys. At 07351, Jolly Green 33 started a spiraling letdown 
over the survivor's plateau while Jolly Green 27 stayed high. Sped 11 mark-
ed a run-in course with smoke rockets from SE to NW. As Jolly Green 33 
was letting down, the chute was spotted at the 3 o'clock position. Final 
preparations were made. The tip tanks were jettisoned over the first smoke 
rocket and the low level run-in was started. The survivor was reported NW. 
A short hover search was conducted with the aid of directions from the Spads 
and Garfish 501. The survivor was quickly spotted in tall elephant grass 
hiding behind a large rock. He had lit the night end of his MK-13 as direct-
ed, and when it was discarded it started a grass fire. With the aid of 
excellent hover directions from the Flight Engineer, Garfish 501 was quickly 
hoisted aboard at 0747L, and a circling climb out of the area was started. 
Excellent cover was provided by the four Spads during the climb out. They 
layed smoke, OBU, rockets and 20mm fire on both sides of Jolly 33 as he climb-
ed out of the area. After climbing to altitude directly over the area of the 
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ONFIDE1 
pickup, Jolly Green 33 and 27 jo ed up and headed east. After crossing the 
defense perimeter formed by enemy gun emplacements, a refueling was set up 
with King 03 at 290/45/69. King 03 refueled J611,7 Green 33, 27, 09 and 15 
during the trip back to Da Nang. The survivor was in excellent condition 
but a flight surgeon was alerted to meet the survivor at Da Nang. Jolly 
Green 33 Landed at Da Nang at 0855L. 

3. (U) The Survivor: It(JG) Peter A. Sohranz (USN), 705757 
VA-55 (USS Hancock CVA-19) 

4. (U) Jolly Green Crews: 

Jolly Green 33 Crew 

AC Capt. Gerald L. Keyser, Jr. 
OP Maj. James Z. Elkinton 
FE Sgt. Karl H. Chunn 
RS NSgt. Harold W. Harvey 
RS SSgt. &gene L. Nardi 

Jolly Green 27 Crew 

AC Capt. Kenneth T. Kelley 
OP Capt. Albert W. Palmer 
FE TSgt. Frank Gaydos, Jr. 
RS SSgt. Jules C. Smith 

-Los 
GEP,ATT) L. KEY 	JR., Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander, Jolly Green 33 
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SUPPIEIENTIL MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT 

DATE: 17 Mar 70 

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-019 17 Mar 70 

MGM' DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 42 and 07 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Search/Rescue/RevoverY 

LOCATION: 15 021'N, 108°34E 

SAVES: Six Combat Saves Credited 

1. Jolly Green_ 42 (Alpha low) and Jolly Green 07 (Alpha High) had taken off at . 
0845Z on local area training when Jolly Green 42 heard King  06 call- Queen about 
an aircraft down west of Ch. 74. Jolly Green 42. and 07 proceeded feet wet towards 
Ch. 74 and when they got into the area asked Icing if they 	bec-15E7EFIstance. 
King 06 asked jolly Green .42if his D.F. equipment was working.' Jolly Green 42 
checked it out and replied to the affirmative. King 06 than asked Jolly Green 42 
to enter the area and see if jolly Green 42 could get a fix on the survivor. Jolly 
Green 42 proceeded west of Ch. 74 and attempted contact on UHF guard with the sur-
vivor. Contact was established and Jolly Green 42 ran a series of D.Y., cuts on the 
survivor and established his position. King 06 then requested Jolly- Green 42. take • 
over as On Scene Commander. The aircraft was down below a-ridgeline and was in a 
cloud layer that stretched over the entire mountainous area. The only possible 
access appeared to be a hole In the clouds to the west and over the ridgeline from 
the survivors. Jolly Green 42 asked for the condition of the survivors And was 
told that two were dead and five otherswere alive. The survivor handling the only 
radio available said he thought he had a broken back. He was unable to tell whether 
he was on an east slope or awest slope and was unable to tell which waythisground 
sloped from him. He said he had no other survival or signaling gear available but 
was later ableto come up with a pistol and one pen gum flare. Battler 06 _came On. 
the scene and hesuggested he. -  could go through the hole and possiblyeworkaround. to 
the survivors. Jolly- Green 42 told him tive i a. try.. He went .down and attempt - 
ed to work..up the:ridgeline to the survivors.. He was unable to'reackthe_survivors, 
and finally was trapped against the hillside in IFRconditions.. 4 He asked'Jblly 
Green 42 for a heading to climb out IFR.. Since we did not know -.which Of two valleys 
he was working in we plotted aAleading compatible to both and passed that to him. 
He proceeded out on aftlYR climb and broke out at 2500.. We received word that a 
ground team, call sign WACO 06 was available and we' requested they be brought into 
the area. As darkness was approaching we decided to make one attempt to go below 

COPY 1 OF 10 COPIES 



clouds and see if we could work our way over the ridgeline and down to the survivors. 
We decended below the clouds and attempted to work up the ridgeline, but the down-
drafta were too severe and the ridgeline too much in the clouds for the attempt 
to oe successful. We Climbed back on top and starting setting up procedures for 
directing the ground team to the area. We contacted the ground team and started 
them up the valley. By this time darkness was upon US. Jolly Green 42 ad 07 
called for a flare ship and then. went feet wet for a night air refueling with King 
06. After refueling Jolly Green 42 and 07 returned to the area and continued direct-
ing the ground team...and set up procedures for the flare ship drops. Some ground 
fire was spotted coming from the valley to the north of the area but was easily 
avoided by remaining over the mountains and the overcast. The flare ship arrived 
(Basketball 689) and. flare drop w as organized and begun. Throughout the remainder of 
the mission Basketball 689 provided extremely accurate flare drops into the area. 
Continous contact was mn --Lntained with the survivors by Jolly Green 42 to keep than 
posted and their spirits up. The problems involved in directing the ground team 
were that they had to move through dense jungle, in the dark, to locate a position 
that we could not pen down very - accurately because of map size. The survivors 
had no flares or flpshlights. No way to illuminate their positions. We continued 
to direct „the ground party using various methods until 1450Z when we were relieved 
by-  Jolly- Green 15 and 27. By this time we and the ground team estimpted they were 
400 yards from the survivors. Jolly Green 42 and 07 returned at Ch. 77, landing 
at 1520Z. 

2. 2/13.6/HH-3E/37ARRS 

3. Ground team with 50 troops (CR11 sign WAGO 06). 

4. One Mobile radio FM only. 

5. See Mission Narrative Report 1-3-019 17 Ear 70 

6. Jolly Green Crews: 

Jolly Green 42 
	

Jelly Green 07 

AC CHARLES W. HOILMAN, JR. Capt. AC EDWARD L. BLAVATY Maj. 
OP TRAVIS WOFFORD Maj. . CP RONALD A. MINO Capt. 
FE WILSON E. CAVANO SSgt. FE VINCENT P. FREEMAN SSgt. 
RS 
RR 

TERRY L. WETZEL', Sgt. 
SSgt. 

RS EARNEST D. CASBEER. SSgt. 
DENNIS T. Dtif.bI 

eLkide_5- 	16 	‘4EL 
CHARLES W. HOILEAN, JR. Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE MR FORCE 
37TH AEROSPACE RESCUE ft RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC) 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 90337 

1• 	 JF1Drr 	19 March 1970.  ATTN Oftt 37 (0) 
REPLY TO 

Classified by 	I c ,,s  suBJEcT, Mission Natrat,iV9,.4e2ort  (1-3-019) 17 Mar 70 CO 70 cakTERAL DECLASS IF I CA LK)18N1r1 r? 6 0  prio  
02 EXECUTIVE ORDER 1.16j2 

TOr 370 	
CO N FI DR.  NJTI A  I ..  r) N o\ ve,.._,. /.(1) AMY:A ri-  CALL( Da TATJ\.1GRADED Al MO 

3 ARRGp '413-CC) IA EX.ORDER IL 52 	LixixaAssInED cop  1 14.x,\:12).  ' 
MAR INTERVALS. 

1. (U) This report is submitted IAN ARRSM 55-2/3rd ARRGp Sup 1, dated 
15 June 1968. 

2. (S) Qa 19 March 1970, at 07151, Jolly Green 09 launched on the Skater 
62 mission whose position was 244/6i/74. Jolly Green 35, high bird, was 
airborne at 0745L after an aircraft change. Both aircraft proceeded feet 
wet to the Channel 74 area, Jolly Green 09 arriving at approximately 0740L 
and Jolly Green 35 arriving at 0810L. Both aircraft held feet wet off Chan-
nel 74. Shortly after arriving in the 74 area King 4 suggested Jolly Green 
09 go VFR on top in an attempt to fly over the area of the survivors. Vice 
Squad provided radar separation until VFR on top was reached at 6000 feet, 
Since at that altitude the survivors would not be able to hear Jolly Green 
09 pass overhead, a descent was made thru a hole to an altitude varying be-
tween 2500 and 3500 feet. .Cloud buildups precluded getting very close to 
the area of the survivors. By this time Rattler 06 was over the survivors 

• in marginal weather conditions and deploying a doctor to the crash site. 
Jolly Green 09 was then requested to hold west of Channel 74 but, east of 
the mountains, VFR. Jolly Green 09 proceeded to the requested area, in the 
mean time Rattler 06 was running low on fuel. While Jolly Green 09 held, 
Skater 64 came on scene to assist Jolly Green 09 locate the crash site. 
Jolly Green 09 and Skater 64 joined up, with Jolly Green 09 in trail approx-
imately one mile  behind Skater 64. Jolly Green 09 was erroneously directed 
into the wrong valley which necessitated flying thru a small  saddle in mar-
ginal weather, turning around and then exiting the valley. At approximately 
this Same time Rattler 06 came out of the area of the crash site to lead 
Jolly Green 09 in. At this time Jolly Green 09 jettisoned the tip tanks re-
taining 2000 pounds of internal fuel. The survivors redirected Rattler 06 
to their position, with Jolly Green 09 following at approximately mile. 
When over the survivors, Rattler 06 was obscured by fog but, visible. Jolly 
Green 09 requested Rattler 06 to pull off and was then vectored to the crash 
site by the survivors, establishing a hover approximately 100 feet downslope 
from the crashed aircraft at approximately 0910L. The two Bis deployed 
immediately on th6 forest penetrator to assist the doctor and to prepare the 
survivors for recovery. The PJs were deployed at a distance from the crash-
ed site because it was feared the rotor downwash would dislodge the crashed 
aircraft, possibly further injuring the survivors. The survivors were lo-
cated at an elevation of 1570 feet ASL on the west face of an irregular ridge. 
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I 
Generally the terrain was steeply sloping with the aircraft actuqlly on 
a fairly flat area. The area contained large boulders and dense jungle 
vegetation including bamboo. The area was bordered by trees in the shape 
of a semi-circle, upslope of the survivors. While Jolly Green 09 main-
tain the hover, the weather appeared to be 100-300 feet above the scene. 
The crest of the ridge was not visible, however Jolly Green 09 maintained 
visual contact while in the hover at all times. The terrain precluded 
rapid movement and it took the PJs approximately 5 minutes to climb to 
the survivors. The PJs then ministered to the needs of the survivors, 
providing medical attention, extracting one survivor from underneath the 
wreckage, and preparing the survivors for recovery. At all times, the 
Flight Engineer's hover instructions were calm., professional, held to a 
minimum and contributed immeasurably to overall mission success. After 
approximately 15-20 minutes the two Stakes litters aboard the aircraft 
were lowered to the PJs. The Co-Pilot assisted throughout the operation 
in an exemplary manner, performing his innumerable duties without hesi-
tation. Further, the CO-Pilot relieved the Aircraft Commander, maintain-
ing  the hover for approximately 30 minutes. Jolly Green 09 maintatned a 
hover throughout the operation as opposed to pulling off and orbiting, 
for fear weather would obscure the site, and if lost reacquisition, might 
be impossible. After approximately 45 minutes in the hover the two most 
seriously injured survivors were ready to be hoisted aboard the aircraft. 
The ambulatory patients were directed away from the aircraft wreckage by 
the PJs, then Jolly Green 09 Moved directly over the downed aircraft and 
the Flight Engineer effected an expeditious recovery of the first litter. 
The Flight Engineer then removed the connecting straps from the first 
litter and lowered them with the hoist for the second litter. The PJs 
rapidly secured the second litter for hoisting. The Flight Engineer indi-
cated he would need help in recovering the second litter thru the cargo 
door.. Immediately, the Co-Pilot, with the Aircraft Commander's concurrence, 
departed the seat to assist the Flight Engineer. At 10051, Jolly Green 09 
departed the hover with two survivors. The PJs, the doctor and the remain-
ing 4 survivors, remained on the ground. Jolly Green 09 proceeded directly 
to the 27th Surgical Hospital NNW of Channel 74, with the OP effecting all 
communications in a superb manner. The survivors were off-loaded at the 
hospital. Jolly Green 09 then recovered at Channel 74 for refueling at 
1015L. From the viewpoint of Jolly Green 09 the entire operation was con-
ducted in a highly- professional manner with the exception being, Jolly 
Green 09 experienced considerable communications problems with its own radios. 
About the time Jolly Green 09 entered a hover, King 4 called Jolly Green 35 
to proceed to the mouth of the valley that led to the SAR area, 254/5/ 74, 
where Skater 62 was located. There were numerous Army helicopters in the 
area assisting with navigation. Skater 64 asked if Jolly Green 35 would 
like to know where Jolly Green 09 was hovering and Jolly Green 35 replied 
In the affirmative. Sknter 64 then led Jolly Green 35 to the area of 
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interest after which Jolly Green 35 orbited at the entrance to the 
valley about.14 miles from the rescue scene. Skater 64 informed Jolly 
Green 35 that the area Jolly Green 35 was flying, harbored suspected 
enemy activity and wanted to provide two escort gunships. To this Jolly 
Green 35 agreed. As Jolly Green 09's fuel state became critical it be- 
came apparent he would not be able to recover all of the survivors. Jolly 
35 requested Jolly Green 09 to call prior to exiting the area so that 
Jolly Green 35 could come in behind Jolly Green 09 and pinpoint the sur-
vivors exact location. At approximately 1000L Jolly Green 09 informed 
Jolly Green' 35 he was about to leave and Jolly Green 35 started inbound. 
The tips were jettisoned at the base of the hill and Jolly Green 35 pro-
ceeded to the site just underneath the base of the clouds and located 
Jolly Green 09 and then the wreckage of Skater 62. As Jolly,  Green 09 p1111- 
ed away due to his fuel state, Jolly Green 35 came in behind to pick up 
the remaining 4 survivors, the 2 PJs of Jolly Green 09 and the Army doctor 
that Rattler 06 had dropped off earlier via rope ladder. Jolly Green 35 
was in a hover over the site about the time Jolly Green 09 egressed the 
area at 1005L. Because 'of the location of the survivors, a hover directly 
over the downed aircraft was deemed necessary and the Flight Engineer 
directed Jolly Green 35 over the wreckage so that the downed helicopter 
was in the null area of Jolly Green 35's rotor downwash. The Flight Engineer 
did an atimirable job in directing Jolly Green 35 over the site and keeping 
Jolly Green 35 clear of numerous trees in the area. The area was so con-
fined that one tree was reported within 5 feet of the tail rotor. The 
reassuringly, calm directions of the Flight Engineer aided immeasurably 
in maintaining the necessary clearance. Aircraft heading in a hover was 
approximately 090 degrees and hovering was with a slight quartering head 
wind and what appeared to be a slight downdraft. The Flight Engineer low-
ered the forest penetrator while maintaining obstacle clearance with his 
calm instructions. The first two survivors were helped and strapped in 
by the PJs of Jolly Green 09, and when secured, the Flight Engineer of 
Jolly Green 35 brought up the hoist very slowly to insure that the two 
survivors would not oscillate against the sharp jagged natal edges of the 
downed aircraft's wreckage. Once clear of the wreckage he brought them 
aboard Jolly Green 35 and directed the Pilot to hover to the left approxi-
mately 50 feet to insure more clearance for the helicopter and give the 
pilot a brief rest while the Flight Engineer and the PJ secured the surv-
ivors. The second recovery for the next two survivors was made in a man-
ner identical to that used for the first recovery. The third recovery, 
for one PJ of Jolly Green 09 and for the Army doctor, was identical to the 
other recoveries. The last recovery for the remaining PJ was uneventful 
except that due to total weight, power for the pickup was marginal. Power 
required at this time was around 97-102% torque. Jolly Green 35 exited 
the area at about 1030L and delivered the injured and the doctor to the 
91st Evacuation Hospital at Channel 74, landing at their LZ between 1037-1040L. 
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Prior to landing, the 91st was informed via FM, that one of the litter 
patients had been administered drugs (morphine) by the PJs of Jolly 
Green 09, Jolly Green 35 then proceeded to Channel 74 for refueling, 
landing there at 1045L, at which time the PJs of Jolly Green 09 deplaned 
from Jolly Green 35 and again boarded Jolly Green 09. Inter-phone 
communications between the Aircraft Commander and Flight Eagineer were 
excellent throughout the hovering phase. 

3. Survivors Recovered by Jolly Green 09 	Survivors Recovered by Jolly 35 

Major General Lloyd B. Ramsey 
Captain Thomas J. Ruffing 

4- Jolly Green Crews: 

Jolly Green 09  

AC Maj. Walter E. Barnes, III 

OP Capt. Albert W. Palmer 

FE Sgt Robert J P Laframboise 

RS SSgt Jules C. smith 

RS Sgt Stephen V. Sam 

WALTER E. BARNES III, Major USAF 
Aircraft Commander 

Captain John P. Tucker 
CW2 Stephen C. Pike 
WO1 Ronald D. Fransor 
414 Mickie L. Reed 

Jolly Green 35  

AC Capt. Miguel Garcia 

OP Maj. John A. Raper 

FE TSgt Frank Gaydos Jr. 

RS Tsgt John F. Heitsch 

AP AlC John W. Meyers 

(2A s 
 /7 0r4,4 	4YU 

NIG  GARCIA, Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander 
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SOUTHEAST AS IA  

17 MARCH- AN ARMY UH-1 WITH MIGEN RAMSEY PLUS T ABOARD, ALL OF THE 
AMERICAL DIVISION, WAS DOWNED 20 MILES SOUTH OF CHU LAI 
DUE TO UNKNOWN CAUSES. A TUY HOA BASED HC-130 DIVERTED 
TO THE AREA AND WORKED WITH NUMEROUS ARMY HELICOPTERS 
TRYING TO LOCATE THE EXACT POSITION Of THE DOWNED (ill-I. TWO 
OANANG BASED HH -3('s YeutE LAUNCHED TO THE SCENE AND WERE 
ABLE TO ESTABLISH VOICE COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE DOWNED 
UH - I CREW BUT TlifY WERE UNABLE TO MAKE A PICK -UP DUE TO 
RESTRICTED VISIBILITY AND LOW CEILINGS. GROUND TROOPS 
FROM THE AMER ICAL D IV IS ION WERE REQUESTED, AND 50 
TROOPS WERE AIRLIFTED BY ARMY HELICOPTERS TO THE AREA. 
AFTER AN ELAPSED TIME OF OVER 17 HOURS AN ARMY HELICOPTER 
WAS ABLE TO LOCATE THE CRASH SITE AND LOWERED A DOCTOR 
AND LITTERS TO THE SURVIVORS. TWO DANANG BASED HH -3Es 
RECOVERED 6 SURVIVORS AN AIRLIFIED THEM TO THE IIST 
EVAC HOSPITAL AND THE 2YTH SURGICAL HOSPITAL AT CHU LAI 
TWO DECEASED WILL BE R OVERED TO DAY BY THE AMERICAL 
DIVISION. 

THE DELAY IN THE RECOVERY TVA:S DUE TO 13(TREMIlY POOR 
WEATHER, DARMS5ØDUUGGED TERRAIN. 



1+2 

SUPPORTING DOCUIENT # 11 

SAYE SURVIVOR'S NAME RANK SERIAL NO DATE SOURCE 

507 * Ronald E. Boyle Maj-AF UNK 10 Dec 1-3-088 

508 NC Dann Campbell 1/Lt-AF UNK 7 Jan 1-3-003 

509 Laurence C. Johnson Capt-AF UNK 13 Jan 1-3-006 

510 Ernest L. Farnsworth Oapt-AF 525-92-0308 19 Jan 1-3-008 

511 Richard J. Cowell Capt-AF UNK 9 Max,  1-3-014 

512 Peter A. Schranz Lt JG-N UNK, 15 Mar 1-3-017 

513 David J. Erickson Capt-AF UNK 16 Mar 1-3-018 

514 Lloyd B. Ramsey Ma j Gen-A UNK 18 Mar 1-3-019 

515 Thomas J. Ruffing Capt-A UNK 18 Mar 1-3-019 

516 John P. Tucker 'Capt-A UNK 18 Mar 1 2-3-019 

517 Stephen C. Pike OW 2-A UNK 18 Mar 1-3-019 

Ronald D. Fransor WO 1-A UNK 18 Mar 1-3419 

519 Mike L. Reed SP 4-A UNK 18 Mar ':-3-019 

520 Ernest L. Farnsworth Capt-AF 525-92-0308 Mar 1-3-020 

521 James D. Davies II 1/Lt-AF a  Mar 1-3-020  

522 Vincent P. Freeman S/Sgt-AF 024-28-3307 27 Mar 1-3-021 

523 Jimmie Blackwood Capt-AF 429-68-3767 27 Mar 1-3-021 

524 Lewis E. Garrett Maj-AF 535-30-5415 ;-.7 Mal' 1-3-021 

525 Edward K. Randle Sat,..AF 346-83°, 7 27 Ma2 1-3-02 

* The name rank, service and serial mmieLar f say e Tramber 
507 was omitted in the last Historical Report. 
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SUPFLEhENT2_1, MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT 

DATE: 17 Mar 70 

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-019 17 Mar 70 

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 15 and 27 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Rescue/Recovery 

LOCATION: 15°21'N, 108°34 1 E 

SAVES: Six Combat Saves Credited 

1. (U) SUARY OF SAR ACTIONS: At 1400Z on 17 Mar 70, the Bravo Alert Force 
was scrambled for a night launch. After rounding up all  crewmembers we proceeded 
to the 37th APRS Operations Center where we received the following briefing from 
our Commander. "Jolly Green 42 and 07 are presently working a mission at Ch. 74. 
Jolly Green 42 is the On Scene Commander directing operations for a rescue attempt 

at 250/7/74 of Skater 67 a UH-1 Helicopter which crashed during an Im approach to 
Ch. 74. On board were 9 persons of which 2 are reported KIA, and the others are in 
serious condition with at least one man with a known back injury. Your instructions 
are to releive Jolly Green 42 and 07, and assist in the SAR any way you can." 
Jolly Green 15 and 27 launched at 1420Z and proceeded feet wet to 011.74. Oa the 
way to the SAR we were briefed by Jolly Green 42 on the current operation in the 
area. It seemed that a "Basketball 689" an 11-130 Flare Ship was dropping flares 
thru the undercast in order to assist the ground team in locating the crash site. 
Jolly Green 42 and 07 returned to Ch. 77 due to fuel, and Jolly Green 15 and 27 took 
over as On Scene Commander at 1500Z. After each flare was dropped by the Basketball 
aircraft, he would ask the survivor how close it was to his position. The only 
survivor who was working the emergency radio was laying flat on his back due to 
injuries, and because of the low overcast it was extremely difficult for anyone 
to fix the crash position with the flare drops. At this time a Rattler 49 Huey 
was flying beneath the overcast and was reporting the bottoms of the overcast at 
900 feet NSL. Rattler 49 could see the flares coming through the clouds, but could 
not go into the small  valley where he thought the survivors were because the flares 
would burn out leaving him IFR until the next set of flares would light. He did 
estimate the distance between the ground and cloud ceiling was sufficient to fly 
through if he had continous lighting from the flares. The radios on Jolly Green 
15 were not as good as those on Jolly Green 27 who was now handling most of the 
communication between the ground team and the flare ship. Jolly Green 15 proceeded 
feet wet and obtained radar clearance to descend to VFR beneath the cloud deck. 
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Upon going 7114.1  Jolly Green 15 proceeded into the vslley where Rattler 49 was 
woring. A nearly full moon did light up the clouds just enought so that the 
valley floor and ridgelines could be made out without the aid of flares. Both 
the Rattler and Jolly Green were not taking any ground fire in the large valley, 
and with sufficient moon light, and the seriousness of the survivors we decided 
to attempt some slow flight in the direction of the survivors radio with the 
aid of UHF DF. At one point in the attempt to locate the crash site we flew 
directly over the ground team who gave us a wTally Hon as we proceeded further 
up the hillside as our reception with Skater 67 became increasingly louder. 
Twice Skater said we were right over his position and we held our position as we 
attempted to get him to vector us in. We turned on our landing light at this 
time and asked Skater if he could see it. He replied that he would try to stand 
up and give us vectors into his position as we were "extremely close". We cau-
tioned him not to try and move, but if any of the other survivors on the ground 
could see us to give directions for us to move,in. We were advised to move up 
the ridgeline just a bit, and then turn right, we did so. Then came a csll  that 
we were going the wrong way and would we turn left, we did so. After 10 minutes 
of following directions and creeping dangerously close and into the clouds we 
had to absmion the search and taLe up an emergency heading which we had earlier 
computed and we made an Ira climb until we broke out of the clouds at 3500 feet 
ASL. We were able to determine Skaters position to within a fraction of a mile, 
but the crash site was in the clouds at 1100 to 1300 feet MSL which made rescue 
at night impossible. We also noted that the ground team still had a long distance 
to travel in order to reach the crash site. We believe we were helpful to the 
ground team in giving them a general location of Skater 67. Jolly Green 15 re-
turned to Ch. 74 for additional fuel at 1745Z. At 1830Z Jolly Green 15 took off 
from Ch. 74 to relieve Jolly Green 27 as On Scene Commander while he went into 
Ch. 74 for fuel. For the remainder of the night one of the Jolly Greens continued 
to stay on station to further assist the ground team. Weather was getting worse 
and at 2130Z we were directed to RTB Ch. 77. We advised Queen that two Jolly 
Greens should be launched in the morning with several Stokes Litters aboard to 
continue the effort at first light. Fortunately the weather did lift in mid 
morning when Jolly Green Ol and 35 were able to complete the pick-up of the re-
maining six seriously injured members of Skater 67. See Mission Narrative 1-3-019, 
17 Aar 70 by Jolly Green 07 and 35. Jolly Green 15 and 27 terminated at Ch. 77 
at 2220Z 18 Mar 70. 

2. (U) 11/33.8/HH-3B/37ARRS, 3/10.3/HC-130F/39ARRS, plus mutiple Army aircraft. 

3. Ground Team with 50 troops (Call sign unknown). 

4- Two 

5. See Mission Narrative Report 1-3-019 17 Mar 70 	
fj11MW 
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6. Jolly Green Crews: 

Jolly Green 15 
	 Jolly Green 27 

AG Capt. Kenneth T. Kelley AL Maj. David E. Vaughan 
CP Maj. James Z. Elkinton CP Capt. Royce W. Terrell 
FE Sgt. Jimmie D. Rash FE TSgt. Gerald L. Hartzel 
RS MSgt. Harold W. Harvey RS SSgt. Eugene L. Nardi 
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THE RESCUE OF SABER 6 
By Johnnie B. Hitt (Rattler 3) 

March 17, 1970 somewhere from the helicopter skies near Chu Lai, Viet Nam; "Chu Lai GCA this is Skater 67, 
descending to 1500..." The airways went silent. The helicopter blades no longer whipped the air into 
submission. That high frequency turbine engine whine that deafens all helicopter pilots was no more. The 
machine was now quiet but the jungle was not. The birds and animals were fleeing frantically from their normally 
quiet homes in the jungle canopy. They were desperately trying to escape from the uncontrolled rolling mass of 
what was once a flying UH-1H IROQUIS helicopter. 

"Skater 67, this is Chu Lai GCA, say your intentions, over." Pause...Silence..."Skater 67, this is Chu Lai GCA, 
please say intentions, over." Silence..."Any aircraft, this is Chu Lai GCA, do you have contact with Skater 67? 
Over." Pause. ..The Ground Controlled Radar (GCA) operator at the Chu Lai airfield was a seasoned Air Force 
veteran who knew he had a problem. With the known deteriorating weather conditions in the entire AO (area of 
operation), it was not a good time to lose contact with any helicopter but especially not this one. The controller 
knew from somewhere in the back of his mind that this call sign was familiar. He didn't know who it was but he 
did know the call sign was special. 

"Chu Lai Tower, this is GCA." "Tower..." "This is GCA, lost radio contact with Skater 67 at 1559 (3:59 P.M.) local 
time. Do you have a strip on him?" A "strip" is Air Traffic Controller (ATC) talk for a small strip of white paper 
with abbreviated information from the flight plan. Each crew was required to file a complete flight plan with their 
company operations or the Chu Lai airfield operations. "This is tower, yes we have it! That aircraft is carrying a 
code 5, that's why we have it." A "code" is ATC language for the passenger being the rank of Major General of 
equivalent. The ATC coding systems starts with the President of the United States (or any other head-of-state) 
as a code 1, vice president as code 2, General (four star) as code 3, Lieutenant General (three star) as a 4, etc. 
The code systems goes to Colonel rank which is a code 7. 

"Skater 67, this is Chu Lai tower, over." Long pause.. "Skater 67, this is..." The tower controller attempted to 
make contact with Skater 67 several times but was unsuccessful. Without delay, he picked up the crash rescue 
line which alerted all of the operations centers throughout Chu Lai. This immediate action taken by the Air Force 
ATC controller and the tower operator began a sequence of professionally executed and heroic events. These 
actions would be executed to perfection by a team of Army and Air Force professionals who had the 
brotherhood of war as their primary motivation. 

The 71st Assault Helicopter Company (AHC) Headquarters was located on the South China Sea beach in Chu 
Lai about two miles south of the Chu Lai East runway. This assault company was better known for their Rattler 
and Firebird call signs. Rattler call signs were used by the "slick driver" or the UH-1H (Iroquois) helicopter pilots 
who few missions which included command and control (C&C), re -supply of the 23rd Infantry Division (better 
known as the Americal Division) soldiers, medivac (medical evacuation) and combat assaults. The pilots of the 
infamous helicopter gun platoon of the 71st were known throughout the Division AO by the call sign Firebird. 
This small but lethal platoon of UH-1C (Charlie Model) gun ships were the best and most responsive team to 
ever support the American soldier. Chu Lai air base complex consisted of two roughly parallel runways oriented 
generally north (320 degrees) and south (140 degrees). Chu Lai West runway was located furthest west from 
the beach while Chu Lai East which was basically a heliport (700 feet x 200 feet) was only a few hundred yards 
inland from the ocean. The Air Force and Army jointly operated the entire facility but the US. Air Force fast 
movers (jets) launched and recovered exclusively from Chu Lai West. This left Chu Lai East solely for 
helicopters. 

The 71st AHC operations was located adjacent to Chu Lai East. Collocated with operations was aircraft 
maintenance, the Firebird alert hooch where crews were on 24 hour standby and the flight line which was 
respectfully known as the snake pit. Of course, the maintenance crews' call sign was Snake Doctor, what else? 

Within the operations building, a communications center was manned by Specialist Fifth Class Roger H. Doyea 
from Tacoma, Washington. The air-to-air communications suite consisted of one FM and one UHF radio. A 
lonely black dial telephone sat on the operations desk. Next to it was a TA-312 field telephone connected to the 
Firebirds. 

Specialist Doyea answers the black phone on the first ring, "Rattler operations" "Yes, Captain Hitt is here, just a 
minute." "Sir, its for you, Battalion" "Hello, this is Captain Hitt." Captain Johnnie B. Hitt (Rattler 3) from Wills 
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Point, Texas is the company operations officer with about 7 months of his 12 month tour complete. "I 
understand sir and we will comply, out!" Captain Hitt picks up the phone and from memory quickly dials the 
Company Commander's number. "Major James!" was the immediate response. 

Major Tommie P. James (Rattler 6) was 34 and hailed from Bixby, Oklahoma. He had successfully commanded 
the company for four months but his biggest challenge was yet to come. James had been flying in Vietnam 
since he arrived in July, 1969. "Sir, this is Captain Hitt." Tommy James knew that Captain Hift's calls were 
usually not social. "Sir, we have a helicopter down but it is not one of ours. Battalion was notified by the tower 
and suspects the downed chopper is carrying a general officer. Battalion commander requests you proceed to 
the area and coordinate the search and rescue (S & R) operations. I'll have a bird and crew ready to go when 
you get here. I'll try to get more detail." James responded simply, "Roger out." Captain Hitt immediately phoned 
maintenance while simultaneously giving Doyea details of which crew members to alert for an immediate 
mission. "Jim this is Johnnie, what bird do you have ready for an immediate takeoff for the old man? We have a 
bird down, but it's not ours!" "You can have 69-23248, I'll get it ready." "Thanks." 

Captain James (Jim) Duke (call sign-snake doctor) from Dallas, Texas and his maintenance crew always had 
one more helicopter available when the chips were down. They had the best maintenance record of any 
company in the Battalion. Even if 80% or 90% of the company's fleet of 22 UH-1H's was committed, Rattler 
maintenance always had one more to fly and they could produce it immediately when a life was at stake. 

Jim Duke and Johnnie Hitt had a special relationship that few people get a chance to experience and most hope 
they never do. While under intense enemy fire, Jim risked his life to land and rescued Johnnie and his crew 
after they were shot down and crashed in the rice patties not too far from Chu Lai. When Jim called Johnnie or 
vice versa there was no questioning of what was being asked. There was an understanding you can have only 
when you have saved a fellow soldiers life. 

This short story is only an example of what went on daily in the 71st AHC. The dependence on the 
professionalism, bravery, and confidence of every member of the company was never questioned and never 
failed. Every soldier did their job and took care of each other. When someone was in trouble, he was never 
alone. Fellow Rattlers would be there. 

Captain Hitt's next call was to the Firebirds. "This is operations. Aircraft down. Not ours. Six is going out to C & 
C the search and rescue. Heads up. Do not crank. Want to conserve fuel. Will reposition you when I get a 
general location." Firebirds, "Roger, out!" 

Black phone again. "Battalion, this is Rattler operations. Do you have a general location yet based on the flight 
plan?" "Best guess is that he is down somewhere near Tam Ky." "Roger, Rattler 6 will be airborne in 10 
minutes. Will keep you informed. Out!" "Johnnie?" "Yes." "We are pretty sure that Saber 6, the Division 
Commanding General, is on that helicopter!" A long pause ensued. "Thanks, operations out!" Captain Hitt put 
down the phone and stood motionless. It was like someone had tied weights to his legs. He wanted to move 
and continue the frantic pace necessary to launch an aircraft quickly but he couldn't. The division commander. 
That is a two star general in charge of the entire America! Division. 

Indeed the Division Commander was a major general (two star) and he was the sole individual in charge of the 
23rd Infantry Division. Major General Lloyd B. Ramsey assumed command of the division in June of 1969 just 
two short years after the division was activated in Viet Nam on the 25th of September 1967. It was the largest 
division in Viet Nam. Most divisions consisted of nine maneuver battalions but the America! had 10. Those 
battalions were distributed three each in the 11th and 198th Infantry Brigades and four to the 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade. General Ramsey had been visiting this brigade. The 71st AHC habitually supported the 196th 
although they did combat assault missions throughout the AO as part of the 14th Aviation Battalion. The 14th 
was responsible for providing combat aviation support throughout the division sector. The 14th battalion 
commander was the individual who directed Rattler 6 to take charge of the search and rescue. The 
Commanding General (CG) was not flying one of the battalion's helicopters but there were indications that he 
was down in their territory. The CG's command and control helicopter was provided by A Company, 123rd 
Aviation Battalion (Airmoble). This battalion provided all general support aviation to the division. 

On the day of the crash MG Ramsey had been on a series of visits to the infantry battalions in the field. He had 
departed Fire Support Base (FSB) Center enroute to Hawk Hill. He was flying with a substitute Aircraft 
Commander (AC), Skater 67, because his regular AC had been grounded. Most pilots immediately wonder why 
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he was grounded because just the use of the word generates a negative connotation. The flight surgeon in this 
case directed the grounding because he had flown seven days in a row without the proper rest. A regulatory 
amount of crew rest is mandated for all crew members. MG Ramsey was quite comfortable with Skater 67 and 
toward the end of the day had complete confidence in his flying ability. The CG had a meeting at division 
headquarters in Chu Lai which he was trying desperately to make on time. He had to stop at FSB Hawk Hill to 
briefly visit a battalion commander. Aviation fuel was readily available at this FSB but not at others. Hawk Hill 
was a staging area for the Firebirds. The Firebirds maintained a 24 hour crew at Hawk Hill. This forward 
positioning cut the reaction time to support the infantry by at least 30 minutes. General Ramsey knew fuel was 
available but specifically instructed his crew not to refuel the helicopter. Normally the CG mandated that the 
chopper be topped off (refueled) at every stop where fuel was available. He was in a hurry to get to his meeting 
so he did not want to wait for the refueling operation. This decision resulted in the helicopter having almost 
empty fuel tanks by the time it arrived in the vicinity of Tam Ky. 

MG Ramsey quickly met with the battalion commander and immediately proceeded to his waiting chopper. As 
he strapped into his large armored seat, he remembered the day, shortly after taking command of the division, 
his AC brought an aircraft maintenance technician over to the aircraft. The enthusiastic soldier convinced the 
CG that he needed an armored seat for protection. The UH-1H helicopter is outfitted with two armored seats as 
standard equipment, one for the AC and one for the pilot. These armored seats saved many aviators' lives but 
provided no protection for the passengers. Reluctantly, the CG agreed to have an armored seat installed on the 
right side of the cargo compartment facing forward. He had reservations about how the seat would be secured 
to the floor, however, the soldier persuaded him the seat would be secure and would not come loose in a crash. 
When he finished strapping into his seat, the helicopter immediately departed Hawk Hill for Chu Lai. The 
helicopter climbed to altitude slower than normal. The CG became concerned about being late for his meeting. 
He leaned against the seat belt across his midsection and placed the radio earphones over his head and 
adjusted each ear cup over one ear at a time. He then turned the FM (Frequency Modulated) radio switch to the 
on position. The crew had already applied power to the AN/ASC-10 command and control console securely 
fastened to the floor of the helicopter. The AN/ASC-10 was made up entirely of airborne radios which gave the 
CG a variety of radios for command and control in a relative compact area. It measured 32 1/2 inches long, 17 
1/2 inches wide and 33 1/2 inches high and weighed about 280 pounds. The console was heavy, big, solid, and 
very unattractive but it provided the CG with FM radio contact with his division headquarters using an AN/ARC-
54 FM radio. General Ramsey started to depress the push-to-talk button to transmit a message to his 
headquarters when the crew chief leaned over him from his position on the right side of the aircraft and behind 
the CG's armored seat and flipped up the aircraft UHF (ultra high frequency) radio receiver switch. 

Crew Chief Ray Murphy of Connersville, Indiana was a dedicated Specialist Fourth Class and very intuitive 
about keeping the CG in the loop on what was happening inside and outside the aircraft. He had been doing it 
for a while and he took pride in making sure everything in his aircraft was in perfect condition for his CG. 

Ray Murphy's action allowed the CG to monitor the crew's radio conversation. "Chu Lai weather, this is Skater 
67. What is current weather in Chu Lai?" "This is Chu Lai weather, Currently 1500 feet overcast with one mile 
visibility outside of the clouds. Over." "This is Skater 67, roger, thanks." "Chu Lai approach control, this is Skater 
67, over." "Skater 67, this is Chu Lai." "Chu Lai, Skater 67 is a UH-1, climbing to 3000 feet, request GCA." 
"Skater 67, say position." "This is 67, off Hawk Hill, heading 090 degrees." "Roger 67, turn right for 
identification." Pause..."Chu Lai GCA, this is Blue 24, west of Hawk Hill at 3100 feet, in the clouds, request 
GCA, over." "Blue 24, this is Chu Lai approach control, please contact Chu Lai GCA on UHF frequency 285.8, 
over." "This is blue 24, roger, out." "Skater 67, this is Chu Lai approach, stop turn. Radar contact west of Hawk 
Hill. Turn to heading 090. If you want to expedite, I can let you down over the water and you should break out at 
1500 feet." "This is Skater 67, roger, we will take that procedure, over." "This is Chu Lai, maintain 090 heading 
and I will take you out another 2 miles so you will be 5 miles out over water." "Skater 67, Roger." The CG 
listened intently and he was pleased the AC chose to expedite the procedure. "Skater 67, descend to 1500 feet, 
call me when you are VFR." "Skater 67, Roger." The AC noted the time at 1556 and began his descent. General 
Ramsey along with all other passengers that ride in a helicopter when they are flying in the clouds noted how 
much the outside looked like the inside of a milk bottle. It was all white and seemed to be motionless. While 
observing the milk bottle effect out the front window of the helicopter, he noticed Robert J. Thomas of Reston, 
Virginia. He made a mental note that this had been a good day for the newly assigned Lieutenant Colonel. 

Suddenly, out the front windscreen, the CG first saw light, then green, then trees. All of this happened in 
moments. At the same time Chief Warrant Officer two Stephen C. Pike (Skater 67) yelled, "Trees!" He 
decelerated the helicopter by swiftly pulling the cyclic back into his gut...too late! The tail rotor caught the trees 
and the helicopter mushroomed into the jungle canopy separating the tail rotor and then the complete tail boom 
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as the forward force carried the disintegrating chopper into the side of the mountain. The impact continued 
through the canopy and into the mountain. One of the two rotor blades struck the upside of the mountain while 
the blade was traveling toward the tail of the aircraft. The sudden stop of the rotor blade, traveling at 324 
revolutions per minute, ripped the transmission out of it's support and flung it into the living space of the 
passenger compartment brining the engine with it. This mass of heavy components killed Specialist Murphy as 
he sat in his crew chief seat. The flying hunk of metals tore through the back of the passenger seats and 
bounced off the CG's armored seat continued around the seat and crashed forward. The mass continued its 
forward motion from the outside in killing LTC Thomas as it crushed him into the command and control console. 
The armored seat had saved General Ramsey's life but it could not prevent the resulting serious injuries. He 
was knocked unconscious during the crash and would remain so almost throughout his rescue. 

Deathly quite followed. The breaking of Plexiglas, tearing of sheet metal, and the continuous whine of the 
turbine engine were no more. Wreckage, crew members and passengers, were scattered everywhere. Dazed 
and hurt, the survivors struggled to assess what had happened and, more importantly, the current situation? 
Enemy territory..did they hear us crash? Will they come for use? Who is alive? Who can fight? What do we 
have to fight with? Captain John P. Tucker from Lima, Ohio felt for his .45 caliber pistol. The action was more 
out of habit than intention. Little did he realize that out of the two M-60 machine guns which were mounted as 
door guns, four M-16 rifles, and various hand guns, his .45 was the only weapon recovered. The remaining 
arsenal was somewhere in the twisted wreckage, in the jungle canopy, in the valley below or on the jungle floor. 
Wherever the weapons were located, they could not be immediately found by the shocked and wounded crew 
and passengers. No time to worry about it. How do we get out of here? 

The weather continued to deteriorate as Rattler 6 hovered onto Chu Lai East. "Rattler operations, this is Rattler 
6, taxing, will be off in two minutes. Any update?" "Six, this is Rattler operations, nothing new. Plan on Tam Ky. 
Tell me when you want the Firebirds, over." "Six, roger, out." James hovered the UH-1 as though it was molded 
around him like a custom fit suit. As James prepared to take the active for takeoff, he responded with an 
affirmative as he executed each maneuver. He could see the bad weather and wanted to make sure that 
everything worked if he needed to fly in the clouds. Even though this took precious time, it was better to be sure 
than to have another UH-1 and crew crashed on a mountain. After a very short run-up and obtaining clearance 
from the tower, Rattler 6 and his crew were off on what would become one of the biggest challenges of their 
lives. 

Tam Ky was located about 20 nautical miles (NM) northwest of Chu Lai. James turned to a heading of 130 
degrees which would place him about halfway between Hawk Hill and Tam Ky. Hawk Hill was 26 NM from Chu 
Lai on a heading of 122. East of Tam Ky was flat land and then the coast. The mountainous terrain started just 
west of Tam Ky. The weather was going down so the intent was to make sure he had Hawk Hill on the left for 
reference and Tam Ky on the right. Closer to Tam Ky he would turn east toward the hamlet. This plan would 
provide for the most coverage of the suspected crash site area. It would also allow for maintaining a good visual 
reference by using known land marks while trying to stay oriented in the terrible weather conditions. The cloud 
ceiling continued to come down. 
His plan worked. About 3 NM southeast prior to reaching Tam Ky, Rattier 6 began receiving a beeper single on 
the UHF emergency frequency 243.0. Skater 67 was transmitting the emergency signal using his AN/URC-68 
survival radio. The URC-68 is a compact, personal emergency transceiver that provides two-way, ground-to-
ground or ground-to-air communications. It is compact and lightweight (32 oz) and slightly larger than a can of 
pipe tobacco. It is very convenient to carry and easy to operate. The radio, not like the weapons, was tucked 
neatly into Skater 67's flight suit. His only link to rescuers was the radio. This small but vital radio is invaluable to 
the aviator when all two-way radio capability is destroyed in a crash. 

Skater 67 was operating the radio in the "G" (Guard) position which meant that a beeper signal was 
automatically transmitted on the emergency frequency. In this selected channel position, Skater 67 could hear 
but could not transmit by voice. When Rattler 6 heard the beeper, he turned his UHF radio selector switch to the 
preset guard channel thereby enabling him to transmit voice by using the push-to-talk button on his cyclic 
control hand grip. He immediately pushed the button and transmitted "Beeper, Beeper, come up voice!" These 
are the international words used to signal a distressed caller to switch his radio to voice transmission. it is also 
the sweetest sound you can ever hear. Skater 67 immediately switched the radio control knob to the "PPT" 
position which stands for push-to-talk. "any aircraft this is Skater 6.." His voice faded out as Rattler 6 made a 
turn to avoid the ever menacing clouds that were now almost surrounding him. He had to fly the helicopter, give 
directions to the crew, and try to establish radio contact while staying clear of the clouds. The cockpit got real 
busy. Six's crew was assisting every second by doing their job and responding to their CO (commanding 
officer). "Skater 6, this is Rattler 6, over." "This is Skater 62, over." At least that is what Rattler 6 thought he 
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heard. "Skater 62, this is Rattler, do you know your approximate location? Over." "This is Skater 67, believe we 
are near LZ Pineapple, over" "Roger Skater 67, this is 6, stand-bye." 

By this time, the Joint Rescue Command and control (JRCC) element, responsible for search and rescue 
operations throughout Southeast Asia, from the 3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group (ARRGP) (USAF) 
had been alerted. One of the Group's HC-130 aircraft was on station and close enough to monitor the 
emergency transmissions. At least one and usually two of the HC-130 aircraft were in the air at all times and 
went by the call sign "King." King 6 was the call sign on this particular day. In addition, one USAF Forward Air 
Controller (FAC) was on station and went by call sign Jake. Jake was under the command and control of King 6. 

Rattler 6 informed King 6 of the message from Skater 67 while heading toward LZ Pineapple. On entering the 
valley that runs east and west just north of LZ Pineapple, the signal from Skater 67 became stronger as he 
proceeded up the valley in a westerly direction. The signal began to fade as Rattler 6 passed north of the LZ. by 
using this build and fade technique, six determined that 67 was located somewhere east of LZ Pineapple. 
Rattler 6 turned east returned down the valley until they were just to the northeast of Pineapple. The signal from 
67 was very clear and strong at this specific location. 
Six turned south and proceeded up a small valley that runs north and south, east of the LZ. "Rattler 6, this is 67, 
I hear you approaching, over." This was good news and bad news. The good news was that Rattler 6 had 
quickly zeroed in on the approximate location of the crash site. The bad news was the weather. The cloud 
ceiling had dropped from 1500 feet to about 1050 feet and was solid overcast. Rattler 6 cautiously continued up 
the valley to a ground elevation of 1000 feet. By the time they reached this elevation, they were not flying, they 
were hovering. Hovering at tree top level just below the clouds. It was like being a piece of meat between two 
slices of bread, nowhere to go. The solid cloud layer was directly overhead and the treetops were almost 
brushing the tail boom. 

James carefully hovered back and forth while getting directions from Skater 67. The directions were confusing. 
At one time while hovering up a small draw, 67 indicated that the sound was coming closer. James could not 
see good enough to continue at this point. The fog was getting thicker by the minute. He slowly started back out 
of the draw. During this maneuver, Skater continued to say that the sound was coming closer. After two more 
such confusing directions from Skater, James determined it was not his aircraft that was near the location. 
James informed King 6 of his analysis. King immediately informed James that a small opening in the clouds was 
now available southwest of the downed aircraft. 

The opening was not large enough for the Jolly Green Giant to get through. Jolly Green Giant was the call sign 
for the Air Force HH-53E search and rescue helicopter. These helicopters were part of the 3rd Group and were 
under the command and control of King 6. This specific one was on station from the 37th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron (ARRS) stationed at Da Nang which was only about 30 NM away. The HH-53E is large 
compared to the UH -1 flown by Major James. It is fully equipped with a hoist, stretchers, and trained Air Force 
medics. 

Rattler 6 notified King he was going to climb out through the clouds to VFR (Visual Flight Rules) conditions on 
top (above the cloud layer). He requested King give him directions to the opening when he broke through the 
clouds. Rattler 6 started a slow ascent into the fog and clouds. He was fixed on the cockpit instruments because 
they were now the only method to keep the aircraft level and in forward motion. There was no visual reference. 
It was "milk bottle effect" all over again. When he broke out on top, King turned him over to the Jolly Green who 
directed them to the opening. 

James descended down through the hole to tree top level and began hovering to the northeast. After 
approximately 15 minutes, they came to the top of a small ridge and could go no further. They could not make 
contact with Skater 67. The crew chief told James that he could not see the tail boom through the fog. The 
weather had gradually moved in behind them. Once again, James climbed IFR (Instrument Flight Rules) 
through the clouds to visual flight on top. They broke out at 3500 feet. 

James proceeded east toward the coast. He contacted King and informed him that they were unable to contact 
67 while on the south side of the mountain. James determined the crash location must be on the north side of 
the major ridge line. Just short of the coast and approximately six miles from the crash site, James again let 
down through an opening in the clouds. After getting under the clouds, he proceeded back to the vicinity of LZ 
Pineapple. A definite decrease was noted in Skaters radio signal after passing northwest of the LZ, further 
confirming James' suspicion the crash site was on the east side of Pineapple. 
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James proceeded east down the valley to a point just northeast of the LZ and turned south up the small north, 
south valley. Skater 67 confirmed that an aircraft was approaching his position. James continued up the valley 
as far as possible, turned 180 degrees and came out. Skater 67 confirmed an aircraft was departing the area. 
Again James flew into the valley. Skater 67 confirmed an aircraft approaching. James was now certain from 
Skater's confirmations and the increase strength from the radio signal they were at the correct location. He 
hovered just over the trees at the south end of the valley at about 1000 feet elevation. 

By hovering back and forth and talking to Skater 67, James was trying to more accurately pinpoint the crash 
site. Skater 67 was not able to tell James the direction they were from the crash site. He could only tell them 
when they were closer to his position. After five or so minutes of this routine, James felt he had pinpointed 67's 
location. He began hovering up the hill with Skater giving him directions by saying if they were getting closer or 
further away. Again the fog was so thick the crew chief and gunner could not see the tail rotor which was only 
25 feet from their position. James had to stop several times for as long as five minutes to allow the fog to clear 
before continuing the slow hover. The visibility was at best 40 feet and as low as 10 feet at several points. He 
was only able to maintain visual contact with the tree tops by looking out the right window. So far, so good. 

Suddenly the aircraft began to lose engine power. The UH-1H does funny things when the engine power is 
fluctuating. The nose of the aircraft goes left, then right, then back left. A challenge when you can see the 
ground but horrifying when near treetop and almost in the clouds. James suspected the decrease in power was 
caused by the increase in altitude to about 1600 feet. The higher an aircraft climbs, the more power is required 
of the engine especially when hovering. James would find out later the aircraft had a compressor stall and the 
engine had to be replaced. For now though, James thought it was the weight and ordered the crew chief and 
gunner to dump at least half of their M-60 machine gun ammunition to lighten the load. A total of 4000 rounds 
was carried, 2000 per machine gun. This action decreased the weight enough for James to continue the 
mission. The aircraft performed flawlessly after this. 

James requested Jolly Green to steer him toward Skater's location using his radio direction finder. The direction 
finder was standard equipment on the 1-1H-53E but was not installed in the UH-1H aircraft. Jolly Green 
attempted to fulfill the request but the results were poor. Finally at 1750 feet, James determined he had passed 
the crash site based on his verbal conversations with Skater 67. 

Time, daylight, and most importantly, fuel were running out. James only had enough fuel remaining for 10 
minutes of station time and a quick flight to Chu Lai for refueling. James again elected to make an instrument 
take off and climb to VFR conditions on top. He very carefully explained his intentions to Jolly Green and asked 
for a recommended heading to get him safely out of the area. He was given a heading of 330. James was not 
able to turn the aircraft to this heading while hovering because of the inability to clear the tail rotor. He departed 
on a heading of 270 and turned as soon as it was safe to the 330 heading. James climbed at an airspeed of 30 
knots to expedite the ascent. The preferred climb airspeed in instrument conditions is at least 60 knots. The UH-

H is much more difficult to handle at this lower speed. 
Shortly after takeoff, Skater 67 informed James that it sounded like an aircraft had just passed over his position. 
James broke out of the clouds at 3000 feet and turned directly to Chu Lai. On the way to the Snake Pit, Rattler 
Operations informed James that ground troops from the Infantry Battalion were on the way to the crash site by 
foot. James was directed not to make another attempt to reach the crash site because of the poor visibility and 
approaching darkness. He did not particularly like the decision because he felt with a little more daylight, he 
could locate the crash site. Rational thought prevailed. The orders were logical. He did not want to risk another 
crew in the dark and bad weather. At this time the crash site could not be pinpointed. 

The intense activity did not stop during the night of March 17th. The division operations center buzzed 
throughout the night executing the plan they had developed while planning for March 18th. The 71st AHC also 
planned for the next day. In coordination with Battalion, missions were assigned to each crew and the aircraft 
were assigned. Rattler maintenance assigned the snake doctor UH-1H to Rattler 6 for the next days' mission. 
The Aviation Battalion Commander would fly with Major James. Everyone in the company wanted the mission to 
go without a hitch. Check and double check was the theme for the night. 

Through the 196th Brigade, the 1st of the 6th Infantry Battalion had been given the mission that day to move to 
and secure the crash site. Lieutenant Colonel H. Norman Schwarzkopf (who most people know as General 
Schwarzkopf of Desert Storm fame) commanded the 1/6th Infantry. A Company from the 1/6th had been 
breaking bush since early evening. They would move all night one inch, one foot at a time through the thick 
jungle and bad weather with no food or rest. 
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On the morning of the 18th, division presented the final briefing in Chu Lai. Major James attended with the 14th 
Battalion Commander. Division directed Major James and the Battalion Commander coordinate the days rescue 
operations and act as command and control for the air landing of troops if needed in the vicinity of the downed 
aircraft. Major James flew directly from the Snake pit to pick up LTC Schwarzkopf and his battalion surgeon, 
Captain (Doctor) Luis A, Oliver. It was important to have the commander of the 1/6th Battalion on board since 
they owned the troops moving toward the crash site plus those that were to be airlifted. The weather was no 
better than it was the day before, about 1000 feet-overcast. This low ceiling made it impossible to air land troops 
near Skater 67 so it was essential for James to continue the rescue efforts as a single helicopter. 

As Major James turned up the small north-south valley east of LZ Pineapple, Skater 67 came on the radio for 
the first time in about four hours and confirmed an aircraft was approaching his location. James hovered just 
above the trees at an indicated altitude of 1000 feet. He carefully maneuvered the helicopter to a position about 
50 meters to the west of where they had started up the hill the day before. Skater 67 stated the chopper was 
very close. James started up the hill very slowly. The fog and clouds were still hampering their ability to visually 
search for the crash site and more importantly was making it very difficult to hover. 

James had hovered up the mountain for 15 minutes. Then..., "Rattler 6, this is Skater 67, I see you, turn left!!" 
"Rattler 6, roger." James cautiously turned the nose of the aircraft to the left using pressure on the left anti-
torque pedal. He continued to hover at a crawl rate. The weather was deteriorating. James suddenly but slowly 
decelerated the aircraft with a light aft cyclic pull. The crashed helicopter was visible about 50 feet in front of the 
aircraft nose. It was lying upside down with no blades, no tail rotor, no tail boom, and very few identifiable 
features. Skater 67 was standing about 15 feet from the crashed aircraft on a large rock. He asked James not to 
come any closer. The fuselage of the crashed aircraft was very unstable and he was afraid rotor wash from 
James' aircraft would cause it to roll down hill. James complied. 

Now what? It was impossible to land. near the crash site due to heavy brush and trees. There were severely 
wounded soldiers on the ground, medical attention was a priority. James hovered to a spot he thought he could 
hold. LTC Schwarzkopf and the crew chief secured a rope to the floor of the UH-1H and tied the other end 
around Captain Oliver (the surgeon). He was gently lowered out of the cargo door, down through the dense 
canopy to the jungle floor. The crash was only 20 to 30 feet away from his location. The crew chief and gunner 
had to direct his every step using hand and arm signals because of the heavy undergrowth. Even this short 
distance took the doctor 10 minutes to navigate. Oliver called for stretchers to be dropped shortly after reaching 
the wreckage. 

The only possible landing point to pick up survivors was on the wreckage itself. James briefed King 4, who was 
the search and rescue for March 18th, it would be necessary to make an instrument takeoff after pickup and get 
a radar vector to Chu Lai hospital. King 4 acknowledged and coordinated the plan with all concerned. The crew 
chief advised James that the weather was breaking up in the valley below just as he started forward to land. 
James informed King 4 and requested a Jolly Green to make the pickup. King 4 dispatched a Jolly Green but 
they could not find the location. James immediately turned and flew to the valley floor where he rendezvoused 
with the Jolly Green and led him to the crash site. They anxiously waited. The weather was still not good 
enough for the large Jolly Green to maneuver to a pickup point. In a short time the weather lifted enough to get 
the Jolly Green over the crash site. The rescue operation was nearing completion. Air Force Staff Sergeant 
Jules Smith and Sergeant Stephen Sano were lowered to assist Captain Oliver. With their expertise on the 
ground, the rescue operation was completed. 

One-by-one, the survivors were hoisted to the Jolly Green. General Ramsey woke in a daze for the first time 
since the crash with wind and rain in his face. He quickly sunk back into unconsciousness and did not wake 
again until he was in the hospital and the medics were cutting his clothes off. He was evacuated to Japan and 
later, on to the states with a mangled and broken arm and severe back injuries. He served as the Provost 
Marshall General of the Army after a recovery period at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C. He was 
medically retired about a year after the crash. 

James and his illustrious crew returned to the snake pit heroes. To Tommie P. James and his crew it was just 
another mission in the land of the Rattlers... "Rattler operations, this is Rattler 6, we're home, please close out 
my flight plan, over." "This is Rattler 3, wilco, welcome home, out!" 

Seabolt note: In conversations with Johnny Hitt, Johnnie expressed the opinion that a mistake was probably 
made in identifying Skater 67 and Blue 24 resulting in this crash. Johnnie is due to receive a 120 page report 
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from Ft. Rucker concerning the crash, but had not received it as this was printed. 
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2. (8) JOLLY GREEN 27:  At 0835Z, 19 Mar 70, while preparing to start 
the helicopter engines for an end of frag training mission, Jolly Green , 
42 and Jolly Green 07 were scrambled. We ran the Scramble Checklist and 
were unable to start number two engine. .Number one engine was shut down 
and the crew transferred to the spare helicopter Jolly Green 27. Jolly 
Green 42 launched ahead of us and proceeded feet wet to climb to a join 
up altitude. At 0851Z we were airborne in Jolly Green 27 and climbed to 
7500 feet. We were briefed on VHF by King about the SAR in progress. 
Misty 50 was down on 040/22 off Channel 72. Misty 50A was unhurt but Mis-
ty 50B had a broken leg and a broken ankle. The on-scene commander was 
Covey 210. Spad 01 and. 02 were launched off Channel 77 to provide escort 
for our flight. The altitude of the survivors was given as 2200 feet and 
the temperature 70 degrees. The weather over the survivors was clear and 
visibility six miles. Jolly Green 27 joined Jolly Green 42 in a loose 
trail formation and proceeded to the holding point. Our machine guns were 
test fired by the PJ as soon as we crossed Into Laos. The holding point 
was beautifully marked by the Sandy pilots. They put smoke on a mountain 
peak and the smoke was still there when we came off the rescue. We held at 
7000 feet and listened to the briefing on 243.0. Jolly Green 42 was select-
ed to pick up 50B and Jolly Green 27 50k. We were to wait until the PJ from 
Jolly Green 42 was on the ground so that we would have a clear guard channel 
for our effort. Automatic weapons fire was reported north west of the survi-
vors. Our holding point was about one mile from the survivors. When Jolly 
Green 42 was hovering over 50B and his PJ was on the ground, we made our 
approach. We had previously descended to about 3000 feet to a low orbit 
point. Our tips were jettisoned and we had 2000 pounds of internal fuel. 
Our approach was vectored by the Sandy's. About one quarter of a mile out 
Misty 50A began final vectors on 243.0. The Sandy's and Spad had laid down 
a great deal of smoke to our north to mask the SAR from a nearby road. The 
smoke had drifted over the survivors and although we were still VFR, visi-
bility was reduced to one half  mile. Misty 50ill had made a parachute landing 
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in a creek bed and had walked two thirds of the way up a hill. He was 
in trees and on the lee side of the ridge. The wind over the crest caused 
some turbulence problems. We hovered pointing into the hill and put the 
hoist down. We never saw the survivor until he was on the penetrator. The 
Flight Engineer went on hot mike at that point. We brought him twenty feet 
up and then hovered out from the hill swinging the survivor free of the 
trees so he could be brought in without snagging the trees. We climbed back 
to our holding point and after joining with Jolly Green 42, returned to 
Channel 77, arriving at 1130Z. Aerial refueling was used on the return trip. 
We refueled at 8000 feet. 

COAMENTS: Jolly Green 35 and 36 were scrambled right after us. Because 
they were holding near the-  SR they could provide cover for both Jolly Green 
42 and 27 and let both helicopters go in for the split pick-up. This great-
ly speeded up the rescue. 

3. (S) JOLLY GREEN 42: After arriving at the holding point, it was decided 
to make a split pick-up of the Misty 50 crew.' Jolly Green 42 with two PJ's 
aboard was selected to pick-up the injured 50B.- One 7J was initially deploy-
ed to assist him. Since some delay was to be expected during the PJ deploy-
ment, Jolly Green 42 went in while Jolly Green 27 held to assure no ground 
fire was drawn before making his move to pick up 50A. As we approached 50B, 
he called ground fire, the approach was continued toward him, for what he 
had mistaken for ground fire was known to be a Sandy laying down ardnanc3a. 
Misty 50B's parachute was visible; however, he could not be seen due to the 
dense underbrush. One PJ was deployed, and after being unable to locate 50B 
within a reasonable time, the second PJ was deployed and 50B was located short-
ly thereafter. There were no further Problems encountered during the mission 
except for the fire warning light and horn remained on throughout the hover 
which lasted 15-20 minutes. A check was made of the aircraft for smoke and 
the hover was interrupted momentarily and the light and horn went off. It 
was determined that the light and horn were giving false indications. After 
the hover was discontinued, no further indications were noted. There was 
turbulence in the hover area throughout the effort. 

4. (U) SURVIVORS: Misty 50A: Captain Ernest L. Farnsworth 
Nist:7 50B: Not available 

(U) JOLLY GREEN CREWS: 

2 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



JOLLY GREEN 42 OLLY GREEN 27 

r 
	

L;Jr 
EN H. FETTE, Captain, USAF 	 DAVID E. VAUGSAN, Major, USAF 
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AG Capt. John H. Fette AC Maj. David E. Vaughan 

CP Capt. Charles C. Adams OP Maj. James Z. Rlkinton 
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DATE: 19 MAR 70 	 23 MARCH 1970 

EISSION NUMBER: 1-3-020-19 MAR 70 (Part 2) 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 7 

LOCATION: 040/22/72 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: MISTY 50 (F-100) 

SAVES: 2 Combat 

1. - (C) King 7 Was - alerted at 0852Z tO'perform refueling tasks'as . 
 heeded. AirbOrne time Was 0918Z. King  7 proceeded to the 040/22/72 

arriving there at 1015Z. 

2. (C) King 6'directed King 7 to listen on VHF 136.2 and monitor 
the SAR operation on UHF. Any helicopters needing fuel would be 
directed to us, . 

3, (C) Jolly Green 27 picked up Misty 50A at 102Z and began to 
climb at his position. He came up on 136.2 and requested an escort 
and fuel after egressing to the area. King 7 began a decent into 
the area 10 miles East of the pick,-up site. 

4. (0) Jolly Green 42 picked up Misty 50B'at 1033Z and immediately 
came up 136.2 and, requested emergency fuel. He joined with Jolly 
Green 27 and Sandy 5 & 6. King 7 effected join up an a heading of - 
0900 at 1038Z. Jolly Green 42 was refueled first and took 1000 lbs. 
Jolly-Green 27 also took 1000 lbs of fuel and operation was completed 
at 1047Z. 

5, (U) Problem Areas: Norm 

6. (U) King 7 Crewmembers 

AC Maj KIMMEL 
CP LTC SIMPSON 
N CPT MOORE 

HO SSG STARKEY 
FE MSG KILGORE 
FE TSG ARNOLD 
LM TSG CORNELL 
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19 March 1970 

F-100F 56-3945 306 TFS, 31 TFW, USAF, Thy Hoa 
Capt E L Farnsworth (survived) 
'IL j D Davies (survived) 

A Misty FAC aircraft was controlling a strike on a road intersec- 
tion point 10 miles northeast of Ban Talan in southern Laos 
when it was shot down. The aircraft burst into flames when it was 
hit by 37mm anti-aircraft fire and the crew ejected a few miles 
to the east of their target. They were later rescued by a USAF heli- 
copter. Capt Farnsworth had been shot down in the same area 
exactly two months earlier when he was flying a back-seat rilliS-
MOH with Capt Brown. 
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DATE: 19 EAR 70 

MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-020-19 MAR 70 (Part 1) 

23 March 1970 

KING 6 
IA  1  '11  Cliassif i etl. by 	\ 

 
(XC 896 581) 	az JECT TO GENERAL DECLASS IFTOAIICe 

ULE OF EXECUTIVE cRam 11652 
MISTY 50 (F-100) JAUTViiitTICA1 11:_r—i DOWNGRADED : TWO 

TEAR INTERVALS. 	& ipsausamo o 	or. 

1. (C) At 0820Z, 19 MAR 70, King 6 received a radio call from 
Hi/lsboro directing Contact with Covey 234 who reported in F4-100 
FAQ, Misty 50, to be hit. He observed - the two pilots egress the 
aircraft with two good'chutesI Tang 6 was in the areaat the time 
and immediately established radio contact on 2430  with-Covey  234. 
The frequency-was changed to primary SAR I  364.2,' After good radio' 
contact was established with the survivort - determining their exact 
position and physical condition. Covey 234 was appointed On,-Scene 
Commander. 

2. (C) The survivors landed 2 kilometers to the east of a major 
L.O.C. which was known to be saturated with 23MM and 37141 AAA 
positions. The area to the east of their position was relatively 
free from AAA and major enemy concentrations. Misty 50A reported 
that he was in good condition while 50B reported a possible broken 
leg and a broken ankle plus multiple facial lacerations. The weather 
was good with clear sides but haze and smoke provided somewhatsof a 
restriction to visibility. Wind was from the west at 5 knots, 
temperature was 70 degrees F and the terrain elevation at the survtvorst 
position was 2700 feet. They were located in a valley with mountains 
rising on all sides to 4000 - 5000 feet. 

3. (s) At 0830Z, King 6 requested launch of SAR forces from Danang 
and Nakhon Phanom. Hillsboro was contacted requesting a cycling of 
a maximum of two fast mover - flights to support the SAR effort. At 
0840Z, Sandy 5 & 6 were enroute to the scene estimating their arrival 
at 09102. Meanwhile, Covey 234 was running short on fuel and Covey 
210 was appointed On-Scene Commander after a full briefing'on 	- 
progress and position was rendered by Covey 234, At 08432, King 6 
requested launch of a flight of four smoke aircraft and four Apeman 
aircraft. Covey 210 kept in radio contact with the survivors 
advising then of the progress of the mission while asking them for 
observance and position of any ground fire. Light automatic weapons 
fire was reported in the area. At 0853Z, launch of King 7 for 
tanker support was requested by King 6. 

44 (C) Spad 3 & 4 were in the SAR area having been directed there 
by Hillsboro for possible support in the effort. They were held 
high pending arrival of Sandy 5 & 6. Sandy 5 & 6 arrived on scene 
at 0908Z and after a briefing by Covey 210, Sandy 5 was appointed__ 

• 

o 	" 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: 

LOCATION: 040/22/72 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: 

SAVES: 2 Combat 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line
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Om-Scene ComMander, Covey 210 Was asked to reMain in the area to -- 
 spot AAA firings and to'pUt in air strikes by fast tovers'as required 

by the On-Scene Commander, Sandy 5 trolled the area evaluating .  the 
situation while awaiting arrival of the Jolly Greens with aceompany-
ing escort aircraft. Spads 11 and 12 were on scene at 0920Z. 

5. (3) Jolly Greens 421. and 27H escorted by Spad 1 and 2 were 
estimating the scene at 0940Z. Jolly'Green 361, and 35H were also 
estimating the scene at the same time. Spads 11 and 12 assisted 
Sandy 5 and 6 in evaluating the situation. Sandy 1 and 2 'escort-
ing Jolly Green 761, and 84H were estimating the SAR area at 1000Z. 
King 6 was advised that Smoke and Apeman aircraft would not be air-
borne before 1000Z and would not be an scene until after dark. - 

 Sandy 5 was advised and it was suggested that a recovery attempt be 
initiated with existing resources due to impending darkness. Spads 
1, 20 3, 4, 11 & 12 had enough smoke and it was decided to use 
Jolly Green 42T. and 27H from the east as a recovery force. At 
0945Z Sandy5 briefed all forces and the recovery effOrt began at 
10082. with Jolly Green 42 lowering a FJ to Misty 50B. 'While Jolly 
Green 42 was hovering over Bravo, Jolly Green 27 came in to pickup 
Alphaqr-Alpha was recovered at 1025Z. Two FP's -gad to assist in 
the recovery of Bravo due to his condition. Heavy canopy prevented 
use of a litter. 

6. (G) Jolly Green 42 requested emergency air refueling immediately 
after pickup. King 7, now on scene, was directed to proceed east for 
rendezvous while Jolly Green 42 was assigned to the tanker with a 
discrete frequency. Sandy 5 and 6 provided escort for Jolly Green 
42 and 27 for refueling and RTB. King 7 responded in an outstanding 
manner at this time, effecting a timely and precise rendezvous with 
the Jolly Greens over extremely hostile enemy territory, providing 
fuel during a critical period. 

7. (U) All forces were RTB at 1035Z, without loss or damage, after 
effecting a timely recovery under demanding circumstances. 

8. (C) FORGES INVOLVED: 

FAG - Utilized 	RESCAP - Not Utilized 

Covey 234 
Covey 210 
Covey 219 

SAR 

Coach / 4 F-4 
Carrot / 2 F-105 
Confine / 2 F-4 
Cosmic / 2 F-105 

Gunfighter 35 / 2 F-4 
Gunfighter 61 / 2 F-4 
Gunfighter 65/ 2 F-4 
Dipper / 2 F-4 

Spad 1 & 2 	 Jolly Green 421% & 27H 
Sped 3 & 4 (diverted by Hillsboro) Jolly Green 36L & 3511 

. Jolly Green 76L & 84H 
King ? 

Spdd 11 & 12 
Sandy 1 & 2 
Sandy 5 & 6 

Robert1
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Robert1
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22 March 1970 

3̀1ies1on Narrativell,epor.i #2-3-020-19 Mar 70 (T.I) 

ARRGpTRcc)' 
'APO 96307 

1. cul This • report submitted TAW Anv. 55-2/3 ARRG:o f4up 1"; 

2. (S) sTG 68 (low) and 30 72 (hit') were bac17.up aircraft' tor JO 83. and. 
82 who at that time were the Idrimary aircraft for the rescuo effort. on 
Wolf 06A.,: Ail four aircraft were holding at 079/5Q/89: At16151, •T,G 81 L; 

, and. 82 commenced. refueling wi -01. King 02., At-'16251; JG . 68,  aild 72-commenced 
refueling 'with 'Yang 03.. At 16451; JG 68 - andY 72 completed air refueling.' 
operations. - At approximately 1715L  J 8I '"and 82 Tere movecr forward to 
081/60/89 . to prepare for the p.ickur, attempt of Wolf 06A. ;1*.(1-68 , and 72.. 
continued normal. orbit :;.t 079/50/8 .9. At ap-prtzii;,-* 17451: an aircraft 

_call sign' Strike 63 (A4) was working it the rescue scene and declared a 
DAY for complete loSs of engine oil uressure. Strike 63 t.....essed.., 

.northwest of the rescue scene over to a high karsted, dense .jungle area. 
; .At 17118L.Strike, '63 ejected from his aircraft. Point of ejection  
:107I/58/89.. Pressure altitude vas approximately' 30n0 feet and a tempera-7 
ture'of.:260a. -  ,According to 'the latest intellier.ce. data it was a good.. 
escape and evasion areal. and we could. "rcasonahl:7 axper...t little if any hos. 

68:abandoned our -holding point and commenced an 
, inguediate'descerit:-.aid a. direct hee.din,_-; for •the. • surviVor's , 
compa.nied s ,by 	 61 ',was in..the: aria and :had_ been. ., escorting-,.: 

the -chute-  and... -wreckaite in 	and: . the Survivor 
brought. the survivor and: Strike 61 ui . on t'reci. 282.8 to 

:preclude interfering with the rescue in progress on primary guard' 
Wolf 06A.. ' In the descent ve -j ettisoned. the tip- tanks and jettisoned the . 

.:main fuel tE...links.: down to a total•of 3000 pounds of fuel. - This gave U78%'.. 

.;:•of „torque .  availaible• and a :computed 74f.' required to hover at . 1> ..!osts -:-weight-: 
- of ,3200.Pounda.z;The area was '0. 'dense jungle with the canopy -  tops 'approxi-
mately :150 feet..above• the jungle floor... Strike-, 61 yectorect.us into ths 

.:. : - Intnediate. vipl.nity of the survivor . The sut-vivor-, Popped". 60 .jsmoke. but it 
una.ble. ..to•readily filter up through the 'jungle cax,..opr,g4"..fe•then:had.".:. 

the survivor' direct . us- over his position. r  listening Thr the'- so-und. of 
our aircraft.,and -:giving Us headings to his :pas 	 When .  the survivor 

,'.-bold-u.s,..:cte;:weiss: over him, we stabilized our ho 	16-zered. the . Pene#P,ator 

40-7V-0084 

SECRET 

GROUP 4 • ...;, Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals;" declassifiw. 

 years 
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7,1.inr..ing the st-trgrivor u.c recuired ns to cOntinr...7,„11-: relo-2ate 
to keen hii tree of entaavar,•rimt: .and' 	 Po,-er 	extreme- 
ly. mriginal and critical in 'the:hover and. it -,ro.r requi:".1.ng ap-x..-o...timately • 
76% torque. At 1805L ve had the r vivor &board and we covrienced a" 
egress out of the area and returned to Channel 89. 

• 

3. (1.1) ;The survor 3,70 	3trip .  63, llith  Dale P. To-w-nzi.eild, 5676014808;. 
1 sti SOSq. 

4 	'The "ci;lw- ::or jolly Greeni; 68 was-:.. 

john C., 	-31 -435R 

•CP: Naj'Pouta, Joe C., 26638-7889 

.X.: SSgt-  Bell, Martin 	, 43O-74-9694 

..TSgt.•Moran, Jack D . , ?6-58.--3.81.0 • 
,:• 

-Geirfert, Tames 	,:171:- 1407:§ 14-11. . 	. • • 

- 

SOHN . rcdtrr • Ca.Otain,,LTSAF 
Aircraft Commander ,:Jolly'.areen :  '68 -  . 	, . 	. 

[3-0-:70-1034' 

SECRET 
	FOR OFKAL L;ZE ONIY 
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-20 March 1970 

A- 1E 52-135154 602 SOS, 56 SOW, USAF, Nalchon Phanom 
lLt D P Townsend (survived) 

On the first day of the search for Capt Rash and lLt Pugh near 
Ban Senphan one of the escorting Spads was shot down. iLt. 
Townsend was attacking enemy troops from low-level to protect 
the downed aircrew and the rescue helicopter when his aircraft 
was hit by 37mm AAA. He flew about 10 miles away from the 
scene before having to eject and was picked up by one of the 40th 
ARRS HH- 53s he had been escorting. 

.c(FE- AC 5 	iutSAl gPT 



203 

40th AnsQ alsr, JuiwuR. 1970 

18 Feb 70 A 'last light* reams of an 1-4pilat node by Huff. 

21 Feb 70 Miff plehadm)16105 balhaeNter faar miles south at 

Nara. 

25 Feb 70 The 40th MS4 tabs ever Dot 1 at Mahan Phanoh. 

26 Feb 70 Operation out of Taw stopped dime to proximity 

of boatile foram. 

I Asr 70 First light effort for a Marine A.7 pilot. 

Rammed w 
5 Mar 70 Pilot of 0-1 rescued by Buff cast of Quinnel 89. 

t3 Mar 70 Raja. General Joseph R. DeLuca. LCS/Oomptroller 

ViLC and party visited the .141b6 

16 isr 70 F405 pilot pickmd up WSW miles smith at Wpm. 

l c\ AO'Har 70 Am4 pilot mooed by Buff. Both aircraft participating 

In Wader SAR drat, 

21 Mar 70 The SA R objective of two day effort, an fr.4 pilot 

piiked hp, Haavy battle damage to Buff fleet. 

22 Mar 70 The 37th OIL% aamaiaa sammitmant at Makhon Mamma 

(biota redueed capability of the 40th. 
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24 March 1970. 

Mission Narrative Report . #2-3-020-19 Mar .  70 (U) 

• 3 	( .47A=CC y 
A.T.6 9607, 

DA: 19 thru 21 March 1970 

MISSION NUMBER: ' 2-3-020-19. Mar 70 

FLIGn . DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 76 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Wolf 06A & 

LOCATION: Wolf 06A (08 3/t5/89), Wolf 06B.(082/65.5/89) 

SAVES: ,One Combat (Wolf 06A) 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

.1.. (S) The 4oth ARRSq. was alerted. for a "first light" CARmission 1800L,, 
.19 -1401-0..1970: . ... , 4aditiona1. aircraft T.,Tere ger.erated and re ,3cue crc..ws -Are 
.alerted:i'rirrtediately. The alert aircrews at Channel 89 were launc3-ed at • 
..opAT.,.;,;:2cr. -,15arch, in suppor-t of the :3AR7 . effort - Back-up crews, Jo317 -  Green. 
83 	 To . .(high), were launched at 0930L. .7.1'ne first attempt at 
1.z 	j;if Wolf.. 0 &B. at 1305L -ay .  Jolly Greer_ 33 re eived. ext ens ive •ound 
firetfreit• -..a1I,--Clock positions. jolly-  Green 83 :.-tbort.ed the.. att7.--.::,Tot after 

hoist cable sheared by •prOun.  d.- fire'ard4Us+,sinef af 4:re in:the , 
left sponson• area. The fire went out d. ,J.1.'ing e7ress and ,Toll'r GrXen 83 • 

. , RTB'd with Mblly Green. 76 as - escort. Jo117 Green 31 (low) and 82 (high). 
•were- launched at 13001,, 20 March. The strike forces Irct 	dditional 
; resources.. into. -bile SAR area • and the next ,recovery attempt started at$1725L; : : 

'.`.tarch;"' with Jolly Green 81. . As Jolly Green 31 established a hover-'-over. - 
 Wolf 063 .. 7t1.16,- aircraft received heavy ground fire. Severa.1nits were::taken :.-f 

1.n the cockpit area as Sandy Lead called for egress. Egress as started.;;:2 :i. ::::- 
hat:rever, 	engine flamed ot# :due to Eround fire; igress..equired -,th* 
of the valley floor to ,gain airsPeed and- eventual recovery. rre -8"- - a..iraralt:.::: : - 
armour and ceramic__ vests minirtized crew .injuries,,inythe ; •coolgpit.;.,-erea.:- ...f....-..The -
,Co-pilOt• received , a_rinor Injury frori .-ground fire during t'ne Pier.c-urs attErtrPt 
Darknoss..preyented, further ',AY efforts- for 2C 	' :Radio- contact continue 
with - Wolf 06A, and, lost ,,Tith Wolf 0673.. - ' 	SA.R• effort restrmed on 21 14arcl-■ 

with Jolly Green 84 (1o7;) and Jolly Green ;32 (high); being launched. at 05201 
to .Suport • the F.3AR forces. The SAP. area was *ore:cared for the .  recovery, of ..:  

• 
.p 

e F.51  
• • 

. 	_ 

• 
.fr 	k • 	 " 	 • 

• 

40 -.N -0039 

GRCUP 4 
„Dovmgraded. at 3 year . 

'intervals ; deClassif I al 
after 12 years, 
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Wolf '06A. The inserc.?ss routine remained the earee as the erevious atterrets. 
All the necessary ordnance, i.e., strike forces, napalm, sreoke and CBTI-19, 
were used and. a recovery attempt Tre jolly Green 84 started at 0938L, 21' • 
March. Again as the hover was established extensive ground fire cormencede 
‘jollyeGreen 84, received nuyeerous hits causing, generator failure, fuel leak;. 
'and leaey to a P3 ,Egrelss from the area wan' _initiated and. R.`11 3 as accom-
plished .V.thoUt.  ..further Incident Jollj Green' 76 ( loW ) and ' 80 (high).  were .. 
.1autehede..fron: .•an.:elert. posture at,f .Chiranel 89 21 March • Take-off.vas ,.atfeome 
plished: at:: 08281,, .:Weather foe' takeoff/enroute/SAP. area•and 'recovery 

eekehei
wa-

35 miles vis with smoke and. haze to 9 50 0 j 7,SL. The initiel point" . 
"holding was an arc on the 0(4-070/55/89 at 10,000 ' -- YSt. After completioi . 

 of air refueling (1030L) ,Tolly Green 76 and 80 returned to the .1-Pe and de- 
parted- there,on a heading of 180 °  at ,1155L. We ,..rere directe_de to• intercept 
the 085/•/89 and proceed. outbound. with escort jink.ine, (10,000 .  :-SL) across 
•thre route .structure a-oproximately 5 UM south of an Than op to the fon:71rd ' 
'holding point of 085/65/70/89. f..5end'e 05 z.l.esumedsOneSeere-Canne.r.der, and ,.• 
.chareeed. the order of battle. ITe briefed. the revieed tactic's- and, directed.. 
additional SAR strike forces. The •reerieed low holdine; area ve...1 anPrcedeately 

.3 Nyr southeast of the SR area over a keret forme.tion. ' A. fillkin•g, spiral 
letdown to..2000' ML was cempleted and further halding until approxierately 
1235.L; duringethis . time Sandy 05 reviewed the r- .t 	f.205° ).  and ress \ 
-(1259, Willy . Pete route -markers, and -Wolf 06A 's exact* location. As -  the ., 
final briefing :took place, the entire SR area_ was in view. .Sandy O5then 

.requested ' the .final.- amoke. and c0u-19 flights,. led us into the • SAII area • • 
•centour. following approximately 50-100 AGL. The final'apprcach was over 
'rele.ti.velr.flat terrain to a 350' cliff * .orientated north-see:tie. The eur-
vivarwaseatore near the base, ii a cave., with e. rust colored: streak al:Dye 
hr oint'ini at his location. The lent.. 'half mile of the . aeeeroe.ch 1.70.5 under 
epv.ter•,:.pfe:gmeke above the cliff. . T,Te received none .egound fire during ineezesii . -:. 
w1tiltriug:;.seijoree ive ordnance .#3 	 : etaffunet 	T" ere leas sot. 
dif#c:u.l.tieellOcating;;golf O6A as oure landmarkers :. dizenpeared due to :smoke 

'4.ied.C.17'oree-,:prioXiiiiity'::to the elif 	o1f06-4.......as3tel..ilize Actery with the ... 
use of - tR. -C-6) "and his remaining nilht flare. 3,lost of the en..ound fire in 
 the hover .apPeared to he belay 	from- 8 o ' clock  end. - above us frone4' o'clock . . 
Oposition: . '..The hover 'heading was anprotiaately 225 ° , 50'GL with the hoist 
sheltered by the cliff and our main Toter : clearance of about 3' .. A P3 (Sgt.. 

VIM 

 

lowered -on the penetrator to assist 'Weir 0€5A. Sgt 
briefed not to release the penetrator while retreiving the survivor- due'to. 
trie extreme nonepermissiverr.ess of the area..-'• He t.ound the survivor dazed.- .-and.' 

,lthey came.::np the penetrator together.. We were in th6 hover..;,for - 
6xna the ,iimedia:te-area -,for a total of 5:.minutes.. ;Wolf 06A. ha& sedOncl-
thlid degcee burns ron his arms and neck,, minor bleeding from i...s; seyesel• a' .  

`.'...Pos.sible. 7. -Cinished:or.,:pinched vertebra .causing Vain in both 16is;'• foot 
knee injuried,;aner ,..in.  ishock , • Egrese wee..:as .briefed; however, we were re-el 

(:Cei-vireg miiieeground fire.' The - -tieeo reiaaining;Mini-guns jammed dur,ines' egress. 
Our: left awcv  . tank was hit and leaking, it wee jettisoned. durihg egres. ..Abo' 
i2i•eame. tine .. (1245L ) we received another hit' that depleted. the first-stage 
light control-hydraulics. Jolly Green 80 notified us that a roobile.- ZPI.T .  was 

-ar.eal-Aust south of the karst as We Climbed out. • We way have . 	• 	• 
reeeivedaHhit from. . the ZPU on exit as on landing we uncc -vered•a hole throug" 

;..41-71-9439 
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tail_rotor drivt 	 (11 4 500 	••#:-- 
crosi:ted,the route str-acture ar_d.171-ocei•iied o'.7hanr.r.t.1 ac), 1.ng at 1730L 
cartilio.;treitWere -,Torn by both' "ilotr:' a.nd . -tan rlask o -;Iere4u3ea' by the ent -itrF . 	, 	....... 
crlevor.-12, departure until. leVe2. off s.fter the 	no adverse af'f.‘ot:: 

the, hover we • aevelo..?ed t .eve re vertical beat 'and lateral 
ihtiffq.",e.r.:WArio:':t.O.. us ; We had: received:itlanc.ing .  hits in ; thc .  tail rotor 
biaderi''and .,on''Cop.:±Of.. the ri.ain•rotor h14e Hover, r 
and beat mar.haVe been caused. br . -Close.promity to the .  grouzd 
the vertical.  cliffc:., 1 personally feel' the leadership disnle..ired by .  Sant*, 
05 waa•oixtatanding......-His decision to -revise the ins.c-eas,..ezress routing,. 
was- the:element of•-.'surtrise needed to effect:the success of ,this .. 3.AR:effort - 

2. (U).• tTnknown 

3. . (U)' gm- 
4. -(7)...'2 (Jae; & _queen) - and. the ZAP. forces.' 

(o)',..J01.1.y:-Green 81.:'• The Co-ptot,: .. rapt:• Tobn nind -r,ren, received S. -.  
30 cal 	 viast; th-e-,icOchet caused minor,5.!hrapnel wound: 
in his left - ar2t...' Atter egressing the SAR area a...comprese'ves placed. over 
wound and:further 'treatment accamplished"at,C.7.r..anne1 89 hospital. 

. • , 
.•-tC).•'.....-.,.4c4-1..7-. : Grien 84. 

 

The ?3 'Mgt 	 Lester" inicially,receivee' 
multinle , srlYrwenal' wotinds to his lower - legs. Although trouncled, he corrtinr_ef 
owitIiemiSsion :until he received a round in the small or his back 'hie: 
nico]Cheti.ieff his lite bone and crat his 15 .uttocks. Ohortly thereafter wee  abor-:: 
*the.miasion. gP,fitenkins rendered -. .first,aid to . T0f,rt. :Lester by stopping thf-
bleeding,-; - appi:ViHg..;".dressings on all-;Oie l. .worinde and removed one piece of 
-0,ChraPti*ifroa::-,hiieg;*•No medication was ad 	• ... 	 . 

5e. !(c) trolly Green 76. There were three ?J's on board. Previot'..,S inf.orrE 
tiort on the . condition'of Wolf 0,6A..required a PS be lovered on the 1)1m -h.:Ito: 
Sgt Riddiek ima . lowered on the• penetrator and recovered.. the aurvigror., 
evess the r àris ut on a litter in the shock pc. 	 wa3 ,,givey- 
.1 1/2 .quarts .  of water -  during the .45 Minute return .trip. 	head and. neck. 
:were. Irrapned,loo?.ely with dry maze. •:4s flying suit sleeves- were aut,';a:vez,i 
and his arms, xaostIT 'second degree burns, 'Fere.  N.:rrappeeef. Ilrom about 3 inches:, 
above the elbow-  to his hand4;4V,....!*PlAta.,',v14,4„ 
•his)face • and:Pbandaged areas14, 

, The e.treumembers were!, 

jolly Green 83  

AC Capt.' Baskett, Richard M.-; 
CP..Cat al chterman, Edward J., 
FE 

 
• SSgt Fa.rtian, ..Tack L.,. 
,f1Sst .E1dr 4 dge Sohn 
.$rt. Howard., Michael J., 

' 14770409 

'BR tifrialiZE OR! 
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tap% amnzar, T'op.o.ld 
CP .alnt Lindg'„ren, John 0. Jr. 
771 SSst Illa%eney, T%orza D., 
?J.  Vat .306aer, Lehman L. 
▪ SSgt Hunt,  

• • 
jolly Green . 64.  • 

AC Lt Col Campbell,.Charles.1 
PP capt B1euitt,.3ames R., 
PE 3Sgt.Hendrix,..Trav1s 1., 

Sgt Horka, Douglaa 14. 0  : 
PI TSgt Lester, -1111:Lat 73. 
N. MSgt Jenkins,,Paul L., : 

Jolly Green 76 	' 
: 

AC Maj Hegemald, 'ichard. F.; . 
CP T.IAA Bleier, RObert W., 
PE •Sgt Richardson,Taven V.,.3 
PJ Sgt Maohold, Gregory J.;:l 
PS SO Colbert', Charles 
PS Sgt Riddiek, Johnny L., i 

	

T.: (U) The surrivor 	- 

G6A: Capt 'Sash, Richard A., 

I. SIGNED - 

=EWALD, Isiajor, USAF -
Aircraft Commander, Jolly Green 76 

435 tFqq, APO 96304. 

4-70-0039 

. . 

. . 
• 

. 	 . 

: 	., it ;Jti,:..4.„.. ,:,,,„ Stler.7.7 
_ 

!, 	• ‘... , 	:.:. 
, 	.  
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FEB 
1 (U) 56th Combat Support Group GBP0 became ser-

vicing GBPO for 1987th Communications Squadron. 

3 (S) CH-3 lost to ground fire on exfiltration mis-
sion - crew recovered. 

6-7 (S) Search and Rescue effort for Milestone 516 
was successful. 

11 (S) Lt. Col. Willian L. Kieffer Jr, 1st Special 
Operations Squadron, declared KIA. 

16 (C) Detachment 9, 38th Air Rescue Squadron (PEDRO) 
arrived from Pleiku. 

18 (U)  Search and Rescue for Banyan 03B was successful. 

18 . (II) New officer modular barracks opened for occupancy. 

21 (C) Xieng - Khoung field captured by enemy forces. 

28 (V)  Civic Action Center inactivated. 

(c) :ight restrictions Placed on i-1 and C-123 
aircraft fur (roe-rations in Ai Gia and 3an 2ari. 

1 (3) Search and Rescue effort for Charger 411 was 
successful. 

5 (IT) Search and Rescue effort for Firef17: 32 was 
successful. 

10 (3) Search and Rescue effort for 2irefly 23,V3 
was successful. 

14 (S) Maj. Donald B. Fincher, 602nd Special Operations 
Squadron, declared ZA. 

15 (3) Search and Rescue effort for Garfish 501 was 
successful. 

16 (3) Search and Rescue effort for 'Jail 53 was 
successful. 

20-21 (U) Search and Rescue effort for -.:Tolf 06 Alpha 
was successful - effort for liolf 06 3ravo was 
unsuccessful. 

ECLASSIR ED 
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DECL SSIFIEgtaRet- 
2 7 

Alpha said the top of the bluff and the same chopper then touched 

down briefly on the top of the bluff and in less than ten seconds. 
22( 

was off again with Alpha aboard. 

(S) A successful rescue was conducted on 16 March for NAIL 

53, an OV-10, who went down after apparently receiving an anti- 
.V 

aircraft hit from an AAA. position located close to the Dr,Z. 

(S) The rescue was effected with very little difficulty 

except for weather. The enemy gun positions did not pose any 

major threat. 

(U) An unsuccessful rescue for Nolf 06 Bravo and an success-

ful rescue was effected for "..Tolf 06A on 20-21 March. The aircraft, 

an F-4, went down on 19 March after being hit dust south of Delta 
86/ 

30. The aircraft went directly in and both pilots ejected safely. 

(U) Bravo was physically all right while Alpha was initially 

reported to be seriously burned and to have one or two broken legs. 

(After the pickup it was determined that he was burned somewhat 
87/ 

but was suffering from no other injury other than shock.7 -  

(U) The survivors were located in a 1:arst valley of the main 

transportation route of the lib Chi •iinh Trail. This is regarded 

as one of the most heavily defended segments of the entire system. 

Bravo was located dust a few yards east of the river, out in the 

valley, while Alpha had sought cover in one of the caves of a karst 
88/ 

also east of :river: 

(U) 1:Thile looking for Alpha, both Sandy 01 and 02 received 

23/37mm hits. After locating Alpha, they proceeded to find Bravo 

tittfaubb DE :L SSIRE 
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though the same painstaking and dangerous process. With both 

located, the process of definitely locating the active guns was 
89/ 

begun. 

(U) After the guns were located, the NAIIs were directed to 

FAC the fast movers on them. The Sandys then began booking for 
90/ 

the best ingress and egress routes for the helicopters. 

(U) By this time it was getting late and there was a ques-

tion whether there would be enough tine for the scue. Bravo 

made the decision to come out on the sandbar near his area to be 

more easily seen. The attempt was executed but it was unsuccessful. 
91/ 

because of the smoke and misunderstood directions. 

(U) The Jolly Greens pulled out and soon thereafter, Bravo 

was picked up by the enemy as far as could be determined by the 
92/ 

Sand;Is on the scene. 

(U) During this attempt, Lieutenant Townsend was hit by a 

37mm and was just able to guide his stricken aircraft over a high 

plateau to the north before he er.tracted. He was unhurt and was 
93/ 

quickly picked up by the Jollys. 

(U) The following morning Sandy 01 directed the destruction 

of guns that had been located on the last light effort of the pre-

vious day. After the gun positions were neutralized an attempt was 

organized using smoke CBU-30 and G3U-14 to support the Sandys and 
94/ 

Jolly Greens. 

(U) Again the Jolly Green failed to respond to the directions 
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pdi OFFICIAL USE ONLY earMallaaillinalaMilliet 
Subject: Commander's 46 Hour Mishap Analysis Report. 

:Sandy 06, A-LT, SN52-142065, flown by Major Edward H. Mudge:is, 

448-30-2968W, of the 22nd Sp Op Sq, crashed at 17-3IN 105-42E an 

21 Mar 1970 at 1255 (G). Sandy 06 was number two in a flight of two 

Sandy A-1 aircraft. Sandy 05 was an-scene commander daring the 

successful pickup of Waif° 06 Alpha at 1252 (G). The pickup was 

performed at 17-31N 105-45E. Several Sandy A-1's and strike A-1's 

were engaged in law level neutralization of gun positions to cover 

the ingress, pickup, and egress being performed by Jolly Green 76. 

RESARYILD Post COMILINICATION CENTER 
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•00K SAULT SiNGLE 

PRECEDENCE 

ACTION PQTOR WY' 
INFO 

SPECIAL. INSTRUC T IONS 

Anti aircraft fire in this heavily defended area was intense 
--J:WWirkr rou R._ 

throughout the two day SAR effort. .....1151491en A-1's and three Jolly 
(

/--■ 
b-fii-:Tcl., 	 IN'- ' 

Green HR -53 aircraft received battle damage. TWO A-i's were shot 
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INFO 

SEC 

DRAFTED BY 

23148 
PRECEDENCE 

down (including Sandy 06). Immediately after the pickup of 

Wolfe 06 Alpha was madeSandy 06 was observed bySmoke 27 to be 

streaming what appeared to be fuel as he came out of the pickup 

area. Sandy 06 was heading west toward a pre-briefed safe Z & 

area. U.thin moments Sandy 05 exploded inflight. The empennage 

left the fuselage and the aircraft entered an inverted aping4-; 

crashed. Smoke 27 had celled Sandy 06 to 110et Out" prior to the 

explosion but received no answer nor did Smoke 27 observe any 
Rec OrriVA VS4 I w4.67 

cbate.72.17C-E4 of the crash site failed to reveal any sign of . 	_ 

life and= contact, voice or beepers-.  Vas made on the survive]. 

radio. Electronic search coutinues.11ajor Radgens had: been á' 

SEA seven months and was aa his 113th mission, his total flying 

time was 4374 hours with 398 total A-1.12R.4r4,,CFrF,:rel0  was 

not a factor in this mishap. The previous maintenance history 

was not significant and not a factor in this loss. This 

mishap is a combat loss resulting from intense and accurate 

enemy fire. 
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I was Wolf 03A on 20 March 1970 and was holding high over the position 
of two downed pilots to serve as a jet FAC if any assistance was needed 
by the rescue forces. At 1800L, the last attempt for the day failed 
and this information was relayed by myself to both crewmembers. Wolf 
063 stated that enemy troops were all around him, within 10 meters of 
his position. He feared that he had been spotted and requested that 
any Apeman aircraft with ordnance left, place it on his position. Short-
ly after this it appeared that 063 depressed his transmitter button for 
I heard excited Orient° voices yelling on guard channel. Then there 
was bilence and I called 06A and told him it sounded like 063 had been 
captured. He answered that it sounded the same•way to him. I called 
Sandy le° and requested him to put any Apeman they had left on 06Bis 
position and to put the remainder of their ordnance as close to his 
position as possible. They proceeded to do exactly that despite everything 
from Small Arias fire to 85mm from North Vietnam. One Sandy was hit in 
the canopy by MI and finally everyone withrew at last light. There 
was never any contact with 06B after his request for ordnance on his 
position. 

COS)  Leu-A_ 
WILLIAM F. WALL, Capt ., USAF 
427.-88 -4758FR I  Wolf 03A 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Classiltication canceled (chart 

by auaority 

by  'AL 

When at4ee1inTseatareselmw6beilegeweraet& 
-not attached, the classification of 
this correspor.dence will be cancelled. 

DECL 
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M/POPTTMG PleNTOD 
FiECieir-1 
TO: 	31 tfrtr 70 

TO: 5'6 DX1 

1. MISSION 

2. 	Pgnsch. 	STATUS: 

a. 'OFFICERS 	AIRTIEN-cre_CITAL. , 

Assigned 	 32; 	83 111, 

Autrized- 	42 	87 

Attached 	 5 

MIA 	 0 	0 	0 
, 	 , 

Ku 	 1 	0 

b. Se ctiop. 	 AUTHOR= 	 - 
OFFICERS 	AIRXEN' 

Ops/Admin 	 40 	6 

Maintenance 	 1 	77 

Survival Equip 	0 	3 

Intelligence 	 1 	1 

ASSIGNED 
OFFICERS  AIRMEN 

5 

1 
	

78 

6.0 

1r= C":.'2 

Ityt'• 
 rata :0 a 	14 W. 

a. - The 'primary mission of the 22nd .SPecial .  Operations Squadron 
is to provide interdiction of enemy suppaty'itFFiutes in the Steel ,Tiger 
and Darrel Roll areas and to give close :a.ir "support to .friendly: ground-
forces 4, 

b. Additionally', the 22nd Special 	ratiens Squadron has provided 
Prairie Fire helicopter escort and night 	ship escort in Stool Tiger. 
Also, the squadron continues to provide*pPort for friendly forces in 
the Barrel Roll area with strike l anterdietion, close air support, 	- 
armed reconnaissance, and Fortyard - Air Coitrol sorties, when requested by-
the Royal Laotian Government through. theTliArican Ambassador. 

c. - .As ii . apooiat :Miasion,. Squadron pilots are being utilizedhY . the 
56th Special Operations ,Wing for Search And Rescue (SAR) operations. 

DECLASSIFIED G-155:778 
C.. 

GROUP .4 
,,owitraded at 3 year ilit:rvids; 

Dtclassi1ic4 atter 12 years, 

 _I  

DECLASSIFIZI, 



On 20 4d 23. ltarch- 1970,-  a SAR was flown during which the Zorros launched . 	. 
( 
24sorties' oVer 'theAiro•;day period. Wolf 06, and F-4, was .downed by enemY . 	. 	, 

gunfire In Steel Tiger. Wolf 06A was eventually recovered successfully but-,- 
. .! • i - 

contact wife lFst with . 06B, and 

participating! in the SAR were: 

he is assumed 'captured or killed. ! Zorroa. 
20 MARCH  1970  

Sandy --057157j Edward E4 HUdgens 
Sandy 06 Maj Jerome A. Frisch 

Capt John N. Dyer 
Capt Terry F. Bolstad 
Hai Tommy L. Manley 
Maj Earle W. Deneau 
Lt Col George D. Miller 
1st. Lt John S. Howard 
1st Lt James L. Driscoll 
1st lit Cieorge A. Driscoll 
1st Lt Donald M. Travis. 
Capt Charles A. Kennedy 
1st Lt Craig V. Curran 

Sandy 11 
Sandy 12 
Apeman 42 
Apeman 43 
Apeman 44 
Apeman 45 
Apeman 47 
Smoke 26 
Smoke 27 
Strike 60 
Strike 61 

PECLASSIF1.  
good FM area.: 5:ty l ltj.TrE76-17,1,1 - fli'f; anal at 1014 altittules with 

negativ) re s 	 prounl I are • No expenditures were made by 

yther began 
, 

o - On. the survivors location by Nail 22. Spad ol 

OW level fuel so Sandy 02 escorted the Iholicopter- e .  

to the area of Nail ;  
1 , • 	• 	. 

who Wei! to Make the 'pi -chip: ' Sandy 3 and 4 delivered their ordnance along 

1 	_ 	• 
the ground track tno Jolly Green would take 'to the survivor's podit,ion to 

. , 
suppreee possible  enemy reaction. The Jolly. was escorted to the ;position by 

. 	 I 
Sandy 131 and macla tho Pickup after some delay due to the survivor being boated . 	 . 	, 	. . 	. 	 . 	.., ..- , 	, 	, 	... 	. 

some gap) imarai heavy jungle growth. Jolly .% and. 36 were escored bt49k_t.O..., , 	. 

.1* - Sandy 5 - 4nd 6 whi-it'fi arrived on 	scene'.' ' The only real diificultiea 
: 	 . 

obServad Were : Weather, 	e enemy gun positions were not very effective due 

to the type terrain and,' therefore, were not a real 'Problem. 

the Sanlys at .this'Tho area was very permissive in the survivor's 
; 	, 

immediate vicinity, to break at apnroximdtely 0830L 

aild a ds4ip4P9 fi?cji. a 

and 02 'sad to:RTD`duo to 

air 01 briefed Sandy 2, 3, 4 and Joll,y:  Green 36, 

• S • 
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2J. nurnh 1.970,s 	 MO ie.fiwo rti 	!In, Irnno 
(14,) Cap t. John n. Itytir 

Rana,. 30 Capt. Torry F . 
nomtaul 

thuolf t) 2,1 114 	vomit A.. 
Shrikr 63/11 Mej ?env.  L. Manley 
StFike 62/72 Maj Roy F.. Palmer, Jr. 
Strike 65/73 Capt. Robort Ur. Crowder 
Striko 66/74 Maj Joseph Aimo 
Arable 47 1st It John 3. Howard 
Arapie 40 1st It Michael T. Maloney 

An unsucdeasful rescue was -conducted on 20 March 1970 for Nolf 0613. 

The aircraft, an F-.4.9 'went down at 001/62/89 on the evening of 19 March 

1970. Wolf d apparcaly  received an antiaircraft hit from an AAA 

located close to the route structure south of Eh Gia Pass. A first 

light effort Was briefed; however, Sandy 11 and 12 (apt Byer and Capt 

Bolstad) did not launch until 1500Lv .  King was informed that We wOriild' 

arrive irrthe area at approximately 1530L. Sandy 11.took over:es 

Scene Commander. The remiining SAR forces were . 10.^1dine wektof the • 
• 1 

survivor's location Ina.' safe area and included the 	ue helicopters, 

smoke aircraft, apeman -afrcraft, and standard stria aircraft. There- 

.1 
were also many fast movers working with the On-Sof/ma FAC against known 

	

1 	 f 	. 
gun anc t  troop positions. The terrain was approximately  1,0001 ESL and 

- 
located in a valley of karst formations. The de

/
fenses included 57mm1 .37mm, 

23mm, :4.5mmj 12.7mmi 'automatic weapons; and small arms. "%ether was no 
, / 

proble4 except for haze which reduced visibility somewhat. Sandy .11 located 

	

- 	/ 
1o1f - 611p position and the approximate position of Wolf 6.A. The plan was 

f 
to pici: lip 6B first since he was located in' a more, obvious place and was 

being pressed by °new troops. Following*ne jet strikes Sandy 11 directed 

the slow Mover strike aircraft to work over the area while he briefed the 

	

1 	 1 
forces conperned wtth the pickup. At approximatcly 1745L the conditions 

	

. 1 	 i 
seemed rig ( ilt or a pickup attempt. The smokeand apeman aircraft were 

• 

directed to put down. theirrdnanceo.c..tkbrierp.4 01..nd t n 

	

siTITT). 	
:• ti 	t 	4 	• 22.0.$ "Ai 	GROUP.4 

peLAs Downfro4t4 at •3 year iutifirci; 

	

(3.3) 	 DeriPsiiNed titer 11 yefn, 
........ • .•••••••••••••••••• ■••••••••■•••••••••1••••••• dir • 



I.LaL.110..)11 ILL/ 

vocLored 104, 1.I u nroa of Wu iluvvtvett. 1411,ill 1•.1141 Jelly apiwohrouvi 

survivor nnd 	olow down, uttmorima hiOdlqt ffn linnItiono (pound 

rim. The holcolaer wau hit in the IA:rt, ow0.1to mid IL wau invItately ,( 
• 

lost. The Jolly had to exit the area on one engioo. The survivor was 

believed to b capturod or killed following the Joilyls ogress. The 

main diMcultino were locating. the numerous Tin position, especially • 

the 12.7 positiions. Tho enemy troops wore waiting for the rescue attempt 

and net givinq away , their positions by firing at the striking aircraft. . 	- 

On 21 -MareIh after fUrther preparation of the area in an attempt, to. 

suppress aa mt ch ground fire as possible, Sandy 05 prepared for another 

pickup attempt. He dixected the Smoke and iirabic drops and the. Sandys. 

flew prote.ctive . cover while the Jolly Green made his run-in from the east, 

After some initial delay tp spotting the survivor a . successful,pickuvwas 

made. Howevers ,during one of 	gdwardM.,Mudgen0 0 .Sandy.06:apaSSes 

his aircraft received hoary battle'damagc and was obsorved to crash. Raj 

Hudgens Sustained fatal injuries. 

c. STEEL TIGER: During the month of March there was a marked decrease in 

the amount of 'truck traffic and activity in Steel Tiger. The haze continued 
1 

to plague operations by limiting visibility at tines to 1 - 2 miles. 

Strikes were directed at 120 trucks duridg the month of which 30 were 

destroye4 giving a "Kill Ratio" of 1 destroyed for every 4 struck. A 

comparison I  IA both trucks struck and ground fire received for the months 

of February and Haroh illustrates the decreased activity in Steel Tiger, 

leading up to the Monsoon Season. In February, 353 truCks were struck 

against as eolpared with the 120 trucks struck this month :  and th amount 

of 37mm reactions was greatly reduced from 8,126 rounds in February to 4,190 
., 

rounds in /larch. The Z9rros continued to carry out their mission:of escorting . 	r 4. 	•• 	■  

gunship 	pb n ;OF 	 rrcliMgrEf able ta 
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11th 7nited States Air Force lios-pita3 
I"JO San  Francicco 9633  

(Place) 

2/: '"arch  

  

  

 

(Date) 

 

1, Captaja 	r.c1 J 1 PA I-1 TT, 917-1t ,-1176FP 	 , hereby state that 
•T • ee. 	 _ 	has identified himself to me 

as  Casualty Peportinz P.eptes.antatives 	USAF. 
(Special Agent DV, Air Police Investigator, Other —Specify) 

I do hereby voluntarily and of my own free will make the following statement without 
having been subjected to any coercion, unlawful influence or unlawful inducement. 

7e -We flying over Ban Phanop; had good altitude when 37 mm opened up. 
The aitcraft was in a turn when I saw a red ball flying toward us. The 4craft 
was hit below the .cockpit and me cockpit burst into flames. T. do not kh what 
type of maneuver the aircraftleVnt into but it seemed like negative Gs. 
I hollered to Dennis to .eject but he did not eject. I hollered a second time 
for Dennis to eject but he did not eject. Finally I reached down and ejected 
both of us. The next thing I remember was when t was in the chute. Dennis 
also was in his chute, fairly close by. When T hil,the ground I managed to inch 
my as to a small cave. Dennis landed in a river nd crawled out into a small 
thicket. Ue could not move to fast because of too much activity in the area. I 
heard on 7dio Dennis telling other aircraft he was okay. I did the same. 
The crossfiWwas intense during rescue attempts. Dennis called for an 8-man . 
and stated that if he did not get one ho would be dead shortly:. His position was. 
knowrj and the enemy was moving toward him An 8-man was not available. I 
heard theilLyelling to Dennis and then I heard 15 to 20 shots. T assume he is dead. 
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WITNESSES: (Signature) 

Continuation Shee 	 andiur 1169 

I further state that I have read this entire Statement, initialed all pages and 
corrections, and signed this statement, and that it is correct and true as written. 

UNCLASS1F IED 

Mh  
(Address) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person 
(Address) 	 • 	 authorized by law to administer oaths, this 

day of 	  19____ 

at 	  

3 3-  ej ,fPJT963 .30 (Signature of person administering oath) 

(Addrese) 

(Typed name of person administering oa th) 
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(Official title and grade) 

BDP-70-5 
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Record Details 
	

Page 1 of 1 

--- General / Personal --- 

Last name: HUDGENS 
First name: EDWARD MONROE 
Home of Record (official): TULSA 
State (official): OK 
Date of Birth: Sunday, September 6, 1931 
Sex: Male 
Race: Caucasian 
Marital Status: Married 

--- Military --- 

Branch: Air Force 
Rank: IVIAJ 
Serial Number: 448302968 
Component: Reserve 
Pay grade: 04 
MOS (Military Occupational Specialty code): Unknown/Not reported 

-- Action --- 

Start of Tour: Saturday, March 21, 1970 
Date of Casualty: Saturday, March 21, 1970 
Age at time of loss: 38 
Casualty type: (A3) Hostile, died while missing 
Reason: Air loss - Crashed on land (Pilot - Fixed wing aircraft) 
Country: Laos 
Province: Unknown/Not Reported 
The Wall: Panel 12W - Row 030 

Operation Smoking Gun has detailed information on several thousand vets listed on the 
Wall who at one time were listed as MIA or POW. 
Click here to perform an Automated Search of their files. 

http://www.no-quarter.orgicode/details.cgi?1DNO=448302968 	 3/29/01 
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Wolf 06 1  an F-4D, took off from Udorn RTAFB in late afternoon of 

19 March 1970, for a visual reconnaissance mission over Laos. The 

mission also served to orient the navigator, a new man in-theater, on 

the prominent topographical features of the area. The aircraft com- 

mander, Captain Richard Rash, wanted to point out areas where they might 

expect heavy gunfire along the route structure, and to brief the back-

seater on the characteristics of each type of weaponry he might 
21/ 

encounter. 

The Captain described what happened: 

I started to let down again as we approached Ban 
Phanop. As we reached the western mouth we were 
at about 7,000 feet. The Lieutenant made the 
comment that this was Boxer 22 country. I 
replied, "Yes, it's the most God forsaken place 
in the world." As we crossed Ban Phanop I showed 
him the supply trails along the road, the bulldozer 
stall, and several other items of interest. Our 
altitude had gotten down to about 5,500 feet to 
6,500 feet. As we were going toward Mu Gia, two 
37mm guns started firing at us from our Wt. They 
were about six-level gunners, not very accurate, 
but I thought it would be a good chance to show the 
Lieutenant what gunfire looks like so I pulled up 
sharply into a left turn to keep them in sight and 
break into the tracers. By this time it was getting 
dolik and the tracers were clearly visible. 

I told him to follow the tracers back to the ground 
to locate the revetments. One of the guns fired 
another round and he said, "Roger, I have the revet-
ments." At this time I followed my normal procedure 
of starting to break in the other direction in case 
someone was firing from my blind side. As I started 
to roll the airplane to the right I saw a huge red 
fireball approaching from the right that seemed to 
be about ten feet from the airplane. In my opinion 
this WOW a 57mm round because I didn't see any other 
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tracers and a 37mm usually has three or four 
tracers per string. The size of the blast and 
the stopping power also Zed me to believe it was 
a 57mm. When I saw the fireball, I knew we were 
hit. I heard the backeeater scream, "We're hit." 

The aircraft instantly burst into flame and plunged abruptly 

into a "high negative G" dive or spin. Under the adverse "G" condi- 

tions, it was difficult to get out, but the pilot and navigator managed 

, to eject at about 5,000 feet. The time was approximately 1825 local 

22/ 
time. Captain Rash recounted: 

The next thing I knew I was in my chute. I lost 
my helmet on ejection. There was no chance to 
select an emergency heading because we only had 
about three or four seconds between the time we 
were hit and when we ejected.. .1 don't remember 
the backseater ejecting or my Leaving the airplane. 
I just remember being in my chute. 

I deployed my seatpack and pulled my survival radio 
out. I began to transmit on Guard that I was down 
in San rhanop valley. I noticed at this time that 
the Lieutenant was also on his radio. Before deploy- 
ing the seat kit I looked around the area in which I 
would be Landing to find out if Iwanted to deploy 
it or not. Since I was apparently going to land in 
an open field, I deployed it. 

Upon contact with the ground, Captain Rash departed the area 

quickly because he heard small arms fire and numerous enemy voices 

around him. During the awkward ejection he had suffered a severe 

bruise on his foot and a muscle strain in his back, as well as first 

and second degree burns over his face, neck, and lower arms. He none-

theless wanted to put immediate distance between him and the enemy. He 

waded a shallow river, which then put the stream between him and his 
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backseater. At one time he ran through a thicket where - in his 

words - "I could have hidden, but all I could think of was the Boxer 

22 report, where the enemy was all around him and seemed to know where 

he was, and shot all through the area he was in." 

The Captain eventually reached the base of the karst and found a 

cave-like indentation where he hid, about 20 feet up the face of it. 

He had been evading for approximately fifteen minutes. Pain and ex- 

haustion, at this point, made him pass out. When he awakened, he heard 

the navigator talking on the survival radio to Candlestick 42, a FAC/ 

Flare C-123. Captain Rash also came up on the radio to let them know 

he was alive, and to try to give them his location. He was losing 

fluid from his burns and shock, and later credited his two water bottles 

with giving him the strength and time to survive his coming ordeal. 
94/ 

Speaking about the remainder of the first night, he said: 

Enemy activity was astonishing. The minute we were 
down the enemy started bringing in guns all around 
our position. They had 37mm, 23mm, RV, and mall 
arms. It was obvious what they were doing and it 
made me fitrious. They had set their pattern in a 
crossfire, knowing that the SAP effort would begin 
in the morning. They fired about 1,200 rounds 
throughout the evening to make sure their cross-
fire pattern would cover the area where the Jolly 
Greens or Bandies would be coming in. The first 
night was spent to the tempo of many rounds of 
triple-A going off all around me. 

There was little doubt in Captain Rash's mind that he was down in 

"Boxer Country." The enemy employed precisely the "flak-trap" tactics 

they had, using Lt. Bergeron as bait, three months earlier. 
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On 20 March, the first-light SAR effort began, and from that point 

on, the F-4 pilot received constant fighter cover, bombing and strafing 

repeatedly in attempts to soften up the enemy defenses. It was not 

easy. Enemy AAA was extremely heavy, and used the tactic of waiting 

until the aircraft were pulling off their runs, and then "backstabbing" 

as the fighters passed them. Only four Jolly Green attempts could be 

made to rescue the pilot and navigator that day because of the intense 

gunfire, three of which were for the navigator because of his more open 

position. All failed; the helicopters took numerous hits and had to 

leave the area. With evening approaching, it was apparent to Captain 

Rash that the SARTF would have to break off further attempts for the 

night. He said: 

After the attempt to get the Lieutenant out failed, 
it began to get dark and I knew they would soon 
have to close down the BAR effort for that day. 
As they were talking about closing down, I heard 
the Lieutenant come on the air quietly and say he 
had bad guys all around him, closing in with small 
arms and AK-47s. He said they seemed to know right 
where he was. About two minutes Later he keyed his 
mike but didn't say anything. I heard bad guy voices, 
it sounded like they had their mouths right on the 
mike. I heard him say, "Wait," and then the mike 
went dead. I then heard 15 to 20 shots fired in 
the area he was in...That terminated the BAR effort 
for that day. The Bandies told me to "hang tough" 
and they would be back in the morning. I was at 
my weakest point right then, both mentally and 
physically. AV final comment to them was, "You 
don't really believe that, do you?" I got no re-
sponse to that. 

The night passed rather quickly and quietly for Captain Rash, 

since the enemy already had their AAA zeroed in, and apparently did 
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not feel they had to change it. He heard dogs barking during the 

night, and thought for awhile they were tracking him, but since they 

did not approach his position, he figured they were merely dogs from 

the local villages. The next morning the SAR effort resumed. They 

immediately pinpointed his position and again began the sanitizing 
96/ 

process. The Captain's narrative said: 

They started out with the "Papa Whiskies" (Pave-
ways), CBUs„ everything else like they did the 
previous day. They just pounded the area to 
soften it up. They'd found out the previous 
day that the karst formation where I was had 
four or five heavy guns sitting right on top 
of it. On this day they brought in the "Papa 
Whiskies" and knocked those positions out. I 
think Sandy said they were 23mm gun emplacements. 

The first helicopter to come in overshot Rash and went about 150 

meters too far, where it ran into a nest of machine guns and had to dash 

out of the area. After two and a half more hours of softening up, the 

SAR forces made another try, this time from a different direction. To 
97/ 

the Captain, it was a thing of beauty: 

The scene was beautiful as they came in. The 
Sandies had a daisy chain set up to where they 
were dropping CBUs and strafing right ahead of 
the Jolly Green as he came in. They were drop-
ping "Apeman" (RCA) too. There was a wall of 
"Apeman", smoke, dust, and bomb bursts on either 
side of the Jolly Green as he came in. 

Captain Rash vectored the helicopter in to the point where the 

pilot spotted his flare, and from that point on the rescue went smoothly. 

He and Lieutenant Bergeron had come back from "Boxer 22 Country" under 
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almost identical circumstances. Both had been shot down over Ban 

Phanop valley. Both had to eject within seconds of being hit. Each 

was separated by a river from his compatriot (See photo, following page). 

Each had heard his fellow flyer probably killed. In each case, the enemy 

used the survivors as flak bait. On both occasions, the Jolly Greens 

had to abort several attempts at rescue because of the intense ground 

fire. Both times the SARTF used laser guided bombs to take out the 

heavy guns, and both times set up a wall of smoke, bombs, dust, and 

tear gas on each side of the helicopter on the final, and successful, 

rescue attempt. Both crewmen had spent parts of three days and all 

of two nights in the valley. 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	"Doug Hudgens" 
To: 	<rlapointe©gci.net> 
Sent: 	Tuesday, April 10, 2001 12:46 PM 
Subject: Wolf 06A SAR 
Thank you for sending me the mission report/ unit history of the Wolf06 SAR. 
I had not gotten that before, and it is a good synopsis of that mission. I 
am snail mailing you a copy of some of the info I have on that mission. I 
have lots more info I can tap into, but for now I think this is a good 
start. Considering the intent of your next volume, I think you probably 
have enough to start with. When you begin again, let me know if you need 
more details, or second reports of an action or whatever, and I will see if 
I can help you out. My files on dad's last mission is almost an inch thick, 
and I do not think you want that much info. 

Some details not mentioned: Dean DeTar was Sandy 05. He was based out of 
Pleku with a small detachment of Skyraiders, and used to quick 
"slam-barn-thank-you-main" type of SAR's. Dad was Sandy Lead qualified, but 
he was used to coordinate the strikes sense he knew all the NKP/Thailand 
players, and Dean could concentrate on the survivor and the pick-up. Ron 
Rounce was Smoke 27. I have talked to both at length, as well as several 
other Skyraider pilots on that mission. 

The backseater of Wolf 06 was Dennis Pugh, and he is still missing. I have 
talked to his brother in Colorado. 

In my snail mail envelope is an order form for your book, and a check. 

Thank you for sending the information so quickly. Good luck on the next 
volume, and let me know if I can help further. Thank you. 

Doug Hudgens 
son of MAJ Edward M. Hudgens 

803 Steeps Court 
Euless, Texas 76039 
(817) 267-6223 
redleg@home.com   

(I was an Army Field Artillery Officer for 4 years, and thus the Redleg 
address) 

5/23/01 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	"Doug Hudgens" <redleg@home.corn> 
To: 	<rlapointe@gci.net> 
Sent: 	Thursday, March 29, 2001 3:13 PM 
Subject: Another name for the Rescue Personel lost 

My dad was MAJ Edward M. Hudgens, USAF. He was shot down 21 March 1970 and 
killed in Laos while flying an A-1J. He was Sandy 06 on the Wolf 06 SAR 
that sucessfully recovered the pilot of that F-4. Dad was assigned to the 
22d SOS, 52d SOW, NKP. He is listed on panel 12 E, but I forget what line. 

I have lots more info on this SAR, and his shoot-down if you want. 

Thanks. 

Doug Hudgens 
803 Steeps CT 
Euless, TX 76039 
(817)267-6223 
redleg@home.com  

3/29/01 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD - OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

TERRY E. CAFFERY 

Sergeant Terry E. Caffery distingpished himself by extraordinary achievement 
while participating in aerial flight as an HH-53 Pararescue Specialist in 
'Southeast Asia on 21 March 1970. On that date, Sergeant Caffery participated 
in an extended rescue effort for a downed United States Air Force pilot deep 
within hostile territory. During the rescue, the recovery aircraft was subj-
ected to intense and accurate hostile fire. When it appeared that a companion 
rescue helicopter was in danger of being hit, Sergeant Caffery directed fire at 
the truck-mounted automatic weapon which was endangering the other helicopter 
and successfully silenced it, insuring the safety of his fellow rescuemen. The 
professional competence, aerial skill, and devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant 
Caffery reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 

v-. 
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iJUk 10b44.3E B. ALPHA SURVIVOR LOCATED AND BRAVO SURVIVOR MIA. 

, ARRS CREDITED WITH ONE USAF COMBAT AIRCREW MEMBER SAVE. RS WAS 

'AvE 3 iihMUABA0481400IMMOOMPPRIP  - 
, EH-OYEL) TO ASSIST THE SURVIVOR AND 13 AIR REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMP-
.1HED. ON THIS DATE THE SAR EFFORT TO RECOVER WOLF 06 1 S SURVIVORS 
, AS CONTINUED. VOICE CONTACT WAS MAINTAINED WITH WOLF 06 ALPHA 
HROUGHOUT THE NIGHT AND INTO THE RECOVERY EFFORT. ALL CONTACT WITH  
HL BRAVO SURVIVOR WAS LOST  ON THE PREVIOUS  DAY AND NEVER  
,ELSIAbLISHED.  INTELLIGENCE DEBRIEFINGS AT NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB 

SANol 11 AND NAIL 31 OF 20 MARCH'S EFFORT INDICATE THE 
'OsSIbILITY OF BRAVO'S CAPTURE. AT 21b240Z4 AFTER SUFRESSING HOSTILE. 
.1.1cEr A RECOVERY ATTEMPT ONIALPHA' WAS INITIATED. THE ATTEMPT WAS. 
)BORTE0 BECAUSE OF INTENSE GROUND FIRE THAT SEVERELY DAMAGED JOLLY. 
,REEN 64 AND WOUNDED ON E OF JOLLY GREEN - 64 1 S CREW MEMBERS. THE 
,AmAGED AIRCRAFT RECOVERED SAFELY AT NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB AND THE - 
,OONDED RESCUE SPECIALIST'S CONDITION WAS DESCRIBED 'AS 'GOOD'.  THE 
,AR TASK FORCE THEN CONTINUED TO SILENCE THE HOSTILE ACTIVITY IN 
'HE AREA. AT 21/0545Z A SECOND ATTEMPT WAS INITIATED: THIS ATTEMPT 

SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AT 21/0551Z. THE SURVIVOR HAD SUPERFICIAL 
or(NS ON HIS FOREARM, FACE AND NECK,. BURNS ON HIS EYES AND AN 

,NoETERMINED SACK INJURY. HIS CONDITION IS LISTED AS GOOD. AT 
.i/o553. WHILE IN THE PROCESS OF RECOVERING WOLF 06A, -NAIL 05. 

Ljy 9110, AND SMOKE 27/26 OBSERVED SANDY 6 TAKE A HIT. SANDY 6 

RHMUABA0481 .01011111•MPIIIPIu 
ADVISED TO BAILOUT. THESE FIVE SORTIES OBSERVED THE STRICKEN 

tie(CRAFT UNTIL IT IMPACTED AND IN THEIR ESTIMATION THERE WAS NO 
'osSIDILITY THAT THE PILOT GOT OUT OF THE AIRCRAFT. NO CHUTE 
3ioNTINGS OR BEEPER WAS RECEIVED FROM SANDY 6. VISUAL CHECKS OF THE 
, RECKAbE BY AIRCRAFT WERE ALSO FRUITLESS. THE MISSIING SURVIVOR. WOLF 
oor It) JENNIS G. PUGH, 1LT, 6TFW, USAF. ALL AGENCIES HAVE BEE.4 
oV1SEu TO CONTINUE WITH AN ELECTRONIC SEARCH AND LOOK AND LISTEN 
onOLF 06b AND SANDY 6. THE MISSION ON WOLF 06A WAS CLOSED AT 
i/u6354. THE MISSION ON WOLF 06E3 IS SUSPENDED. 



MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-021-27 Ka 70 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 6 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: EMPIRE 18 (Army H 

"P:121---19 1 W  Cliass if led b 
SIB.TECT TO GENMAL DECLASS IFIVATION 
SCHEDULE OF EJiS E ORDER 11652 
AUTOMAT 	DOWLi .,.—D,DD AT TWO 

INTERVALS. 

e 	
11.1,14/4,_ 

ZIASSIFIED  

LOCATION: 185/11/103 	 VOWN1r="DEOTO  

117  CONFInc  TI N ON13 SAVES: None 
IAW EX.ORDES 1165 

1. (C) A "mayday call was received at 0908Z from Griffin 93G that 
he had witnessed a helicopter crash at approximately 185/11/103. 
Griffin 93G searched the area and located the crash site on a slope 
with the downed aircraft appearing badly damaged and partially rest-
ing in the trees. The area was very rugged with tall trees and densely 
covered. One survivor was thought to be about 75 feet up a tree with 
the other on the ground below the wreckage. Due to the height of 
trees the Army helicopters were unable to affect any kind of recovery. 
The weather in the area was marginal. The ceiling was 1600' overcast 
with the downed aircraft at approximately 900' elevation. By this 
time numerous Army helicopters were in the area, and King 6 assumed 
airborne mission control with Griffin 93G as on scene commander. 

2. (C) SAR forces were launched by Queen from Chan 77 - Sped 11 et 
12 and.JG 09 & 35. The Army helicopters in the area trolled the area 
trying to determine if the area was permissive with no ground fire 
received. Spad 11 arrived on scene at 09522 and was appointed on 
scene commander. 

3. (8) Sped 11 felt that the area was fairly permissive and because 
of deteriorating weather decided on a rescue attempt at 1002Z using 

 

JG 09. No ground fire was received on ingress until JG 09 went into 
a hover at which time ground fire was received with JG 09 taking hits 
and the pickup attempt was aborted. JG 09 reported a fuel leak and 
an injured crewmenber and were heading for Channel 103. Because of 
increased mechanical difficulties (hydraulic failure) JG 09 had to 
land on a sandbar 3 miles south of Channel 103, JG 35 picked up the 
crew and took the injuredman to the hospital. 

4. (C) Spad 11 & 12 hosed down the area as much as possible but be-
cause of further deteriorating weather and darkness decided against 
another Jolly Green rescue attempt. Dustoff 713, an Army helicopter 
with a hoist, tried to make a pickup using Cobra gunships as escort. 
A gain no ground fire was received until the helicopter was in the 
hover. Dustoff 713 had his hoist shot off and had to abort the pick-
up attempt. 

5. (C) The SAR Forces were RTBld at 1105Z when it was determined 
that no further attempt could be made due to weather and darkness. 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line
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29 Stroh 1970 

Maslen Naxrative leport (3.4.021) 27 Mar 70 ) 

-370 
3 Amp (Ja00) 

ilsie report  is autcd,tted 	 55..2/X4 POP ,fup 1, t5 

p 	 P6 

 ght Jolly At (090a) 27 nar 10  Aila pperiz gta
ir: en alert ,1

411413'137t4 Alxhorsi' Wean 09 and 35 care scran bled by ii;n eo 
after atateatatat raAto aantaat with Queen, end ling 6, took i IC*  
beeing for Charutel 103, It vas roported than si..Arny helicopter, 
lel, vas down duo to hostile tire. This first position ATI* vs. 325/20 Off 
Chawial 103. Me position was ltvter corrected to 185111 oft augatua. 3.03. 
NO arrived an initia bolding fix4of 10/2q/103 approximately 40 niratcs after 
take en. Spada 11 and 22 he alto been soraphled sad were at the crook sits 
provieig cover when we arrived im the area. The area FAG, Trail 260, same 
oLo on the SOV40 and vas aspat4h06 by the "3pade to lead the; Jolly's from 
the bolding areal  into the general arta of the (Armed aircraft. At this tik4o 
the on scene =sander *Sped 11k, took over and briefed Jolly Oreen 09 (The 
Low bird) whore the survivor wasp the weethr and other pet-Unt information, 

17.23azAttraatABELSMI 
were directed to abolding point which was approxigatel.7 =sidle bud,  of 

the survivor's position* The cloud cover vas ragged overcast 300 to 400 feet 
AM with visibility I to 2 miles in haas and ground fog. Both the ceiling 
&ad the visibility progreaeive4 datcriorated during the periori of time that 
vs were in the area. 

lbw jig= jallaij. 
Prior to the arrival of the Jolly's in thq arta, Cobra, Gunships had been 
striking around the crash site (ens to low ee11i aid neer by bills end rLigeis-
the Bye,* could not effeetively lay in arftanes). k Arny LOU had hovered over . 
the crash aite and -tad spotted cos survivor who vas auspentletl upside dovn in a 
large tree. The second survivor was reported to be at the 'base of the woe - -‘ 
tree. Jolly Green 09 roved or the survivor's position and seamed a hover.. 
A number of loud nearby sow1o4cn2 prompted an inquiry as to whether friranay 
strikes were being put in* An affirmative ansver wan received. $hortly 
therearttr, the IV reported a barrage of grun 4 firs, hita on the air=a.-A, 
and that 'ate flight ImenT/ITAe:bsen  'wounded. 

2 
Copy___k_of_la Copies 



stalyAzozoLatia 
Jolly Green 09 transmitted "ve are taking ground fire and are pulling oft"• _ 
We (jelly Green 35) immediately took up a heading for Jolly Green 09's -poaition, 
The Co-pilot acquired visual contact on Jolly Green CO and vs took vp an 	• 
intercept heading. A short period later 414 Green 09 trananitted that the 
Flight Eagineer vaa wounded, and they were leaking feel. We (4117 Green 35) 
closed 111=09 at their eight o'clock position to lend possibiteassistanoe. 
41347 Green 09 set an immediate aourse for Quang Tri Air Base, and shortly: 
thereafter transmitted that they had taken hits in their hydrenlieerystoze and 
• ?e losing hydraulic fluid in addition to the fuel leak. Appmettateartive 
milekeo# . of Quang Tri, 414- Green 09 reported that he wee losing trangrelesdeil 
Oil'Priisettre en .eLveuld have to set the aircraft dawn. We teggeated that be put 
it delta on *large sand baron the Thoth-Han River approximately Mantles 
Sauthveat of Wang Tri Air Base. M we followed 414 Green.09 dean s  
Coed to seen streaming oft the aircraft. • Jolly Green 09 nide a sucessful 
lardtmAa the send bar and  we quickly f011oved t  setting down about 15 yards 
from the aircraft. The FJ and Flight Engineer (41/y Green 35) disembarked 
and aided the wounded Flight Engineer to our aircraft. The helmet view of the - 
Flight Engineer had a rdvillelhole in the left corner and blood was stresaning 
down the left side of his fem. -Wale° picked 	pot at this time. 
The Aircraft Commander and the PJ of Jolly Green 09 elected to stay with the 
aircraft until we could get some seeurity forces on the scene. ArAry Cobras 
were overhead Jolly Green 09 as we departed for the Queng Tn 4e1 Eva*. pad 
with the wounded Flight 2ngineer and the Go-illot. Enroute the 123 administered 
first aid to the wounded night Engineer and reported that his left ear had 
been pierced by a bullet, and that he appeared to be in shock. Enroute to 
Channel 103 we requested of "Batman Control" to provide security forces for the 
downed aircraft. (Batman Control) responded by scrambling several Huey's air-
craft with a security force on board and sane additional Cobra Gunships. 
Upon landing at the Medevac pad, we were advised by King 6 that we were not 
to return to the survivors area until additional jolly Green's were on the 
scene (Jolly Green 07 & 21 had just been scrambled from Charnel 77). Meanwhile, 
an Army "Dust Off" Huey with a hoist had attempted the pick-up but was driven 
off by heavy ground firs. Soma what later, vs Jolly Green 35 returned to 
Jolly-  Green 09 to retrieve the Aircraft Owe-lender and the PJ. The Army ground 
security forees took over and secure a perimeter around the aircraft. .1dith 
the crew member's of ;Oily Green 09 minus the flight Engineer we TXTE to 
Chennel 77 at 121% 

2 
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AC tlal. Levitt Es Garrett 
CP Cipt.41'sass filaelatod 

SSgt.lrineena P. trecoman 
RS Ostandvard X. Rena* 

3. Mar.M. 

4. 'OW tili14 (aVilts 

irrla:LSZEja.1 

AO liej. Zamtt r. Notch Zr. 
CP• Capt. Charles C. Maus 

agt. DortidV. tilliston 
RS tSt • ntraest r. Casbeer 

AC Carib. gicatatt 	;,:twrino 
Capt. Eenraath 	efley 

FE sat. It:sei R. Clam 
!at Zsgt. uIe 3. Saltb 

 

t. 1  
z-Z-oira 	UAW!, 
Jc1y ertea 33 
Aireret Commeer 

AC , 	atetkard 	RwIecits 
CP ,41$4. Joh* A. Ratxre • 

rs 40. David Ber4 
RS Mgt. Reortild 41, UMW 
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Net Bends His 
'5i Not Omitting 

Air ForctO,  
N. 	Sergeant Freeman, left;-;% 

NCO Shows 37th .A. R. 

• . By Capt. Mike Free! 
1)A . NANGLI Was standing in the cargo 'door, and I saw the enemy gunner jump 

up and fire a burst at me," stated SSgt. Vincent?. Freeman, a flight engineer with the 
37th Aerospace Rescue and ReOvery Squadron •here. 

."One of the 'rounds ,enterecrthe forward left part of my helmet visor, Smashed 
through.  • .lie .internal ear phone,  king along part of ply left ear with it before exiting 
at the bac.k .o•'my helmet. That 

mission southwest of Quang Tri came tired of the sea after nine 
City. 	 years." 

	

. "The enemy fire was so in- 	After working at the Boston 
ter e," he said, '"that the mis- Navy Yard for-60 days, he de-
mon had to be aborted. Shortly cided .to refurn to the military 
after. moving- off the rescue site and this time he chose the Air 
our 1111-3 was forced to make ..an erce. 

..!ehiergency landing because _of  Late in 1968 he volunteered for 
amage. We 

,:C 
we:te''he,n ,air rescue and. recovery train- 

	

by another Jollk. een 	
• 

and after completing train-
om the 37th ARRS; and I in p., he was sent to the 37th 
en to Quang Tri :  City for • ARRS here, arriving: in April 1 attention.,"• , •, 1969 . ,  • f. 

Sergeant Freeman's mility Sergeant .Freeman is return-. 
carat' began in ,Januart 1956, -• 'lug to the United States Shorif3;' 
when he entered the' U.S: • Navy - where his hard-earned-skills -  Will 
and became a helicopter mainte- be put tp'use.as an instructor' in 
nance flight engineer. During Os specialty.,—..rescue flight en-
1967 he served on the USS York- • .gineering. 
town off Yankee 'Station in the 
Gulf of Tonkin. 

In November of the same year 
be left the Navy because, as Ser-
geant Freeman put it, "I be- 

S: Schemer' 
BUT.,ekwOod 

diet 'Wales 

was close, •too close," continued 
Sergeant Freeman; 
• The .raction',Sergeant Freeman 
referred. to as "too close" took 
place -recently during .a search 
and rescue:. mission.. The 1111 73 
Jolly' Greep.:Giaig :helicopter in 

' 	 Came Wider 

When asked what his future 
plans are, Sergeant Freeman 
stated, ". . . to, return to duty as 
a rescue ,flight 'engineer with the 
37th ARRS " . 	. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT #10 

MISSION NAP=IVE 1-3-021 27 Mar 70 

(J) At 0908Z 27 Mar 70 while preparira for an alert trainina, 
 flight Jolly Green 09 and 35 were scram  bled by C:ueen. We were 

immediately airborne and after establishing radio contact with 
Queen and Xing 6, took up a feet wet headina for Channel 101. 
It was reported that an Army heliconter, Empire 18 vas down 
due to hostile fire. The first postioin miven was 125/20/103. 
This was later corrected to 185/11/103. '7e arrived at an initial 
holding fix of 105/20/103 approximately 40 minutes after take 
off. Spads 11 and 12 had also been scrambled and were at the 
crash site providing cover when we arrived in the area. The 
area FAL, Trail 260 was also on the scene and was dispatched by 
the Spads to lead the Jolly Greens from the holding area into the 
general area of the downed aircraft. At this time the On Scene 
Commander, Spad 11 took over and briefed JO 09 (low bird) where 
the survivor was. The weather and other pertinent information 
was briefed at that time. 

Jolly. Green 35(High Bird) We were directed to a holding point 
which was approximately one rile east of the survivors position. 
The Cloud cover was ragged overcast 300 to 400' AGL with visibility 
1 to 2 miles in haze and ground fog. Both the ceiling and the 
visibility progressively deteriorated during the period of time 
that we were in the area. 

Jolly Green 09(Low Bird) Prior to the arrival of the Jolly Greens 
in the area, Cobra gunships had been striking around the crash 
site(due to low 'ceiling And near by hills and ridges the Spads 
could not effectively lay in ordinr-nce.) An kemy LCH had hovered 
over the crash site and had spotted one survivor who was suspended 
upside down in a large tree. The second survivor was reported to 
be at the base of the same tree. JO 09 moved over the survivors' 
position and assumed a hover. A number of loud nearby explosions 
prompted an inquiry as to Whether friendly strikes were being 
put in. An Affirmative answer was received. Shortly thereafter 
the PJ reported a barrage of ground fire, hits on the aircraft, 
and that the Flight Engineer had been wounded. 

Jolly Green 35(Eigh Bird) JO 09 transmitted"we are takina aouad 
fire and are pulling off". !le (Jo 35) immediately took up a heading 
for JO 09's position. The Co-pilot acquired visual contact on 
JG 09 and we took up an intercept heading. A short period later 
JG 09 transmitted that the Flight Engineer was wounded and they 
were leaking fuel. We (J035) Closed in on JO 09 at their eight 
o'clock position to lend possible assistance. JG 09 set an 
immediate course for Cuang Tri Air Base and shortly thereafter 
transmitted that they had taken hits in their hydraulic system 



and were losing hydraulic fluid in addition to the fuel leek. 
Approximately five miles out of Cuang Tri, JG 09 reported that he 
was losing transmission oil pressure and would have to set the 
aircraft down.-  We suggested that he put it down on a large sand 
bar on the Thach—Han River approximately 3.5 miles southwest of 
Quang Tri Air Base. As we followed JG 09 down, fluid could be 
seen streaming off the aircraft. JO 09 made .a successful landing 
on the sand bar and we quickly followed, setting' down about 15 
yards from the aircraft. The PS and FE (JG 35) disembarked and 
aided the wounded FE to our aircraft. The helmet visor of the 
FE had a bullet hole in the right corner and blood was streaming 
down the right side of his face. We also picked up the Co—pilot. 
at this time. The Aircraft Commander and the PT of 30- 09 elected 
to. stay with the aircraft until we could get some security forces 
on the scene. Amy Cobra gunships were flying cap over JO 09 
as we departed for the Qunag Tri Mee Evac pad with the wounded 
FE and the Co—pilot. Enroute the PJ administered first aid to 
the Wounded FE and reported that his right ear had been pierced 
by a bullet, and that he appeared to be in shock. Enroute to 
Channel 103 we requested of Batman Control to provide security 
forces for the downed aircraft.' Batman Control responded by 
scrambling several Huey aircraft with a security force on hoard 
and some additional Cobra gunships. Upon landing at the Medevac 
pad we were advised by King 6 that we were not to return to the 
survivors area until additional Jolly Greens were on the scene 
(JO 07 and 21 had lust been scrambled from Channel 77)0 Meanwhile 
an Army rustoff Huey with a hoist had attempted the pick—up but 
was driven off by heavy ground fire. - Some what later we (Jo 35) 
returned to JG 09 to retrieve the Aircraft Commander and the PIT • 

 The Army ground security forces took over and secured a perimeter 
around- the aircraft. With the crewmembers of JG 09 minus the FE 
we returned to Channel 77 at 1215Z. 

(11) The survivors were Maj Lewis E. Garrett, Capt Jimmie Blackwood, 
SSG Vincent P. Freeman, SGT Edward K. Rendle. 

(U) Crews involved: 

JOLLY GIVEN 09 	 JOLLY  GRFEY la 

AC Maj Lewis E. Garrett AC Me.j Emmett E. Hatch 
CP Capt Jimmie Blackwood CP Capt Charles C. Adams 
T41  -- SSG Vincent P. Freeman FE SSG Pavid 	T. Lilliston 
RS SOT Edward K, Rendle RS SSG Earnest D. Casbeer 

JOLLY GREnN 07 JOLLY GREEN 21 

AC Mai Richard K. Madison AC Capt Ronald A. Memo 
CF Maj John A. Raper CP Kenneth T. Kelley, Cant 
FE A1C David J. Bond FE SGT Karl H. Chunn 
RS MSG Harold W. Harvey RS SSG Jul es C. Smith 




