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MISSION NUMBER: 1-3-021-27 MAR 70 SUBTECT T0 GENSRAL DECLASSIFICATION
- SCHEDULE OF E<ESus! T ORDER 11652
ATRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING 6 AUTONATICALL. DOWE .niTD AT THO
INTERVALS «
DISTHESSED ATRCRAFT: EMPIRE 18 (Army Helgjcrassirieoonh) LCIH
LOCATION: 185/11/103 g pownnaesDED 1O MG
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1e (C) A "mayday"™ call was received at 0908Z from Griffin 93G that
he had witnessed a helicopter crash at approximately 185/11/103.
Griffin 93G searched the area and located the crash site on a slope
with the downed alrcraft appearing badly damaged and partially rest-
ing in the trees, The area was very rugged with tall trees and densely
covered, One survivor was thought to be about 75 feet up a tree with
the other on the ground below the wreckage., Due to the height of
trees the Army helicopters were unable to affect any kind of recoverys
The weather in the area was marginal, The ceiling was 1600! overcast
with the downed aircraft at approximately 900' elevation., By this
time numerous Army helicopters were in the area, and King 6 assumed
airborne mission control with Griffin 93G as on scene commander,

SAVES: None

2. (C) SAR forces were launched by Queen from Chan 77 - Spad 11 &

12 and JG 09 & 35, The Army helicopters in the area trolled the area
trying to determine if the area was permissive with no ground fire
received. Spad 11 arrived on scene at 0952Z and was appointed on
scene commander,

3. (S) Spad 11 felt that the area was fairly permissive and because
of deteriorating weather decided on a rescue attempt at 1002Z using
JG 09, No ground fire was received on ingress until JG 09 went into
a hover at which time ground fire was received with JG O9 taking hits
and the pickup attempt was aborted, JG 09 reported a fuel leak and
an injured crewmember and were heading for Charmel 103, Because of
increased mechanical difficulties (hydraulic failure) JG 09 had to
land on a sandbar 3 miles south of Chammel 103, JG 35 picked up the
crew and took the injured man to the hospital,

Le (C) Spad 11 & 12 hosed down the area as much as possible but be-
cause of further deteriorating weather and dariness decided against
another Jolly Green rescue attempt, Dustoff 713, an Army helicopter
with a hoist, tried to make a pickup using Cobra gunships as escort,
A gain no ground fire was received until the helicopter was in the
hover, Dustoff 713 had his hoist shot off and had to abort the pick-
up attenpt,

5. (C) The SAR Forces were RTB'd at 1105Z when it was determined
that no further attenmpt could be made due to weather and darkness,
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Green 09 and 35 were seranbled by Queen. Ws were isme
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beniing for Chamel 103, It wus rsperted then g Lwmy helicopter, ™ Bl
18°, was dewn due to hostile five, The first posi ViR WS off

Charzel 103. This positica wvas later correeted to ) off Channel 103,

¥o arrived an iaitisl helding fisvef 105/20/103 spproxizatsly 40 miruies afier
take off, Gpads 11 snd 12 had slzo been sore-bled and were at the orash site
provici g cover whem we srrived ir the eres. Ths area Fi0, Trail 260, wms
aleo on ihe socere nd was clspatehed by the "ipads® to lead the Jolly's from
the bholdiang ares, into iths general arca of the covned afreraft. At this tine
the on scene commancer “Spad 117, teok over and briered Jelly Crees 09 (The
lov 5ird) whare the survivor wes, the weathsr and other pertizent information,

dolly Greep 35 (HIGA BI7D)

0 vere ﬂreottdha!mlungpointtmlahmwmmlsmmcmtof
the survivor's pesition, The clous cover was ragged overeast 300 to 400 feet
AQL with visibility 1 %0 2 niles in hease gn grownd fog. 3oth the oeiling

azd the visibility progressively deteriorated durisg the perio: of time that
we were in the area,

in - :
siricing sround the orash site (Pue o low ee eeiling end near by hills
the Spa‘s could not effectively lay in

the erash tandhadmttcdmmimmmmpwmeosmm;
+ The second survivor wes reported to be zt the bass of the seme
tree. Jolly Green 09 soved over the sarvivor'’s position ssd sssumed a hover,
2 punber of loud nearby explosicn: prospted es inguiry ss to whether friondly
strices were being put in. 4o sffimmative ansver was recelved, Shorily
thereafter, the PJ reported a berrszge of grouns fire, Rids on the alrera’t,
and that ths Flight Engineer had been wounded,
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éown the left side of his face. at

The Mreraft Comuander and the PJ of Jolly Green 09 elected to stay with the
eireraft until ve oould get some ssourity forces en the secens, Ar~y Cobras
were overhead Jolly Green 09 as we depsrted for the Quang Tri Med Evae. pad
vith the wounded Flight Ingineer and the Cc~rilot, Enroute the PJ aduinistered
first aid to the wounded Flight Enginser and reported that kis left ear had
bean plerced by a bullet, and that he sppeared to be in shock., Enroute to
Chasnel 103 we requested of "Batman Contirol™ to provide sacurity foreccs for the
downed aireraft. (Batmen Control) responded by serashling several Huey's air-
craft with a seourity foree on board and soue edditiorsl Cobra Cunships.

Upon landing at the Medevae pad, we were advised by King 6 tha® we were not

to return to the survivors aresa until acditionsl Jolly Croen's were on the
scene (Jolly Green 07 & 21 had just been scrambled from Charnel 77), Mesnwhile,
an Arwmy "Dust Off" Huey with & hoist had sttempted the pieck-up but was criven
off by heavy grounc fire. Some wvhat later, we Jolly Creen 35 returned to
Jolly Green 09 to retriews the Alreraft Coucander and the PJ, The Army ground
security foress took over and secursd a perimetar arcund the aireraft, Wth
the erew member's of Jolly Greea 09 minus the Flight Enginecer we BTB to

Chennel 77 at 12152
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June 17, 1970

: . 'US‘ Air Fo
b .Sergeant Fr&ﬁmnn, left;
i NCO Sho_ws_ 37th /

© 8, Bcheuren
i

DA NANG—-“I was stan&mg in the cargo door, and I saw the enemy gunner ]ump
up and fire a burst at me,” stated SSgt. Vincent: P. Freeman, a flight engineer with the

37th Aemspace Rescue and

“One of 1
thraugh the, internal ear @
at the back 6f my helmet. That
was- close, too close,” continued
Se‘rgeant Freeman,

‘The .action’ Sergeant Freeman
referred to as “too close” took
place recently durmg‘;a search
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He's Not Oulttmy

By Capt.' M:lr.e Freel,

Regevery Squadron here.

m;é&on southwest of Quang Tri
Ci

“The enemy n:e was so in-
terige,” he said,
sion had to be aborted..Shortly
after. moving. off' the rescue site
our HH-3 was forced to make:
nergency landing bécausq ‘of

.medical attention,”
Sergé nt Freeman’ s i

career’ began in January 1956 -
when he entered the U.S. Navy
and became a helicopter mainte-
nance flight engineer. During
1967 he served on the USS York-
town off Yankee ‘Station in the
Gulf of Tonkin. "

In November of the same’ year
he left the Navy because, as Ser-
geant Freeman put it, “I be-

."t'.he forward left part of my helmet visor, smashed
g along part of my left ear with it before exltmg

“that the mis-

‘gineering.

came tired of the ‘sea after nine
years." :

After working at 'the Boston
Navy Yard for 60 days, he de-
cided to refurn to the military
and this time he chase the Air
Furrce i _

Late i m 1953 he volunteered for
fir rescuie. and . recovery train-

, and after completing train-
ing. he was sent to the 37th

ifng to the UmiedE Statetr
‘where his hard-earned skill
be put tp'use as an'instrugtor in
. his spec;al@tg;h _rescue flight en-

When asked what his future
plans. are,. Sergeant Freeman
stated, . . . to.return to duty as;
a rescue flzﬁht engmeer with th'
Sith AEBE i

i ,uki-.
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SUPPORTING DOCTMENT #10
MISSION NARRIZIVE 1-3-021 27 Mar 70

(U) 4t 0908Z 27 Mar 70 while preparine for an alert training
flight Jolly Green 09 and 35 were scrapmbled by “ueen, ‘e were
immediately airborne and after establishing raiio contact with
Queer and Xing 6, took up a feet wet headins for Channel 103,

It was reported that an lrmy helicooter, Tmpire 18 was Fown

due to hostile fire. The first postioin given was 125/20/103,
This was later corrected to 185/11/103, ‘e arrived at an initial
holding fix of 105/20/103 aprroximately 40 minutes sfter taske
off, Spads 11 and 12 had also been scrambled and were =2t the
crash site providing cover when we arrived in the area, The

area FAC, Trail 260 was also on the scene and was Aispatched by
the Spads to lead the Jolly CGreens from the holding area into the
general area of the downed aircraft. 2t this time the On Seene
Commanéer, Spad 11 took over and briefed JG 09 (low bird) where
the survivor was, The weather and other vertinent information
was briefed at that time, -

Jolly Green 35(High Bird) We were directed to a holding vpoint
which was approximately one mile east of the survivors position,
The cloud cover was ragged overcast 300 to 400" AGL with visibility
1 to 2 miles in haze and growm? fog, Both the ceiling and the
visibility progressively deteriorated during the period of time
that we were in the area.

Jolly Green 09(low Bird) Frior to the arrival of the Jolly freens
in the area, Cobra gunships had been striking around the erash
site(cue to low ceiling and near by hills and ridges the Speds
could not effectively lay iv ordinence.) n irmy LO¥ had hevered
over the crash site and had spotted one surviver who was suspended
upside down in a large tree, The second survivor was renorted %o
be at the base of the some tree. JC 09 moved over the survivors'
position and assumed a hover, 4 nmumber of loud nearby explosions
prompted an inguiry as to whether friendly strikes were being

put in, An Affirmative answer was received, Chortly thereafier
the PJ reported a barrage of ground fire, hits on the aireraft,
and that the Flight Tngineer had been wounded,

Jolly Green 35(High 3ird) JG 09 transmitted™we are taking sPounéd
fire and are pullirg off", ‘le (JG 35) immediately tonk wo o heading
for JG 09's position, The Co-pilot acquired visual contact on

JG 09 and we took up an intercept heading, A short neriod latesr

JG 09 transmitted thet the Flight Engineer was wounded ané they

were leaking fuel., e (JG35) closed in on JG 09 at their sight
o'clock position tc lend possible assistance., JC 09 set an
immediate course for Tuang Tri Air Base and shortly thereafter
transmitted that they had taken hits in their hydraulic system
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and were losing hydraulic fluid in ad<ition to the fuel leek.
Approximetely five miles out of Cuang Tri, JG 0% rennrted that he
was losing transmission oil pressure and would have to set the
aireraft down, We suggested that he put it down on a large sand
bar on the Thach-Han River approximately 3.5 miles southwest of
Quang Tri Air Base. 4s we followed JG 09 down, fluid could be
seen streaming off the aircraft. JG 09 made a successful landing
on the sand bar and we quickly followed, setting down about 15
yerds from the sircraft. The PJ and FE (JG 35) disembarked and
aided the wounded FE to our aireraft. The helmet visor of the
FE had a bullet hole in the right corner and blood was streaming
down the right side of his face. We also picked uo the Co-pilot
at this time, The Aircraft Commander and the PJ of JC 09 elected
to stay with the aircraft until we could get some security forces
on the scene. Army Cobra gunships were flying cap over JG 09

as we departed for the CQunag Tri Med Evac pad with the wounded

FE and the Co-pilot, Enroute the PJ administered first aid to
the wounded FE and reported that his right ear had been pierced
by a bullet, and that he appeared to be in shock. FEnroute to
Channel 103 we requested of Batman Control to provide security
forces for the downed alreraft, Batman Control resmonded by
scrambling several Huey aireraft with a security force on board
and some additional Cobra gunships. Upon landing at the Medevac
pad we were advised by King 6 that we were not to return to the
survivors area until additional Jolly Greens were on the scene
(JG 07 and 21 had just been scrambled from Channel 77). Meanwhile
an Army Pustoff Huey with a hoist had attempted the pick-up but
was driven off by heavy ground fire. Some what later we (JG 35)
returned to JG 09 to retrieve the Aircraft Commander and the PJ,
The Army ground security forces took over and secured a perimeter
around the aircraft., With the crewmembers of JG 09 minus the FZ
we returned to Channel 77 at 1215Z.

(U) The survivors were: Maj Lewis B, Garrett, Capt Jimmie Blackwood,
8SG Vincent P, Freeman, SGT Edward K, Rendle,

(U) Crews involveds

JOLLY GRTEN 09 JCLLY GRFZXY 28

EC Maj Lewis T, Garrett AC Maj Prme+t T, Hatch

CP Capt Jimmie Blackwood CP Capt Charles C, Adams
FZ 583G Vineent P, Freeman FE 836 Tavid "7, Lilliston
RS SGT Edward X, Rendle RS 335G Zarnest T, Casbeer
JOLLY GREEN 07 JOLLY CRETN 24

AC Maj Richard K, Madison AC Capt Rorald 4, Merino
CP Maj John 4, Raper cp Kenneth T. Kelley, Capt
FE 1C David J, Bond F2 T Karl ﬂ Chunn

RS MSG Harold W, Harvey RS SG Jules C, Smith
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