DECLASSIFIED

DATE: 17 Mar 70

MISéIGN NUMBER: 1-3-019 17 Mar 70
FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 15 and 27
MISSION OBJECTIVE: Rescue/ﬁQGOVery
LOCATION: 15%211H, ‘1_08034'E

SAVES: Six Combat Saves Credited

1. (U) SUIZMARY OF SAR ACTIGHS: At 14002 on 17 Mar 70, the Bravo Alert Force

was scrembled for a night launch. After rounding up all crewmembers we proceeded
to the 37th APRS Operations Center where we received the following briefing from
our Comnander, "Jolly Green 42 and O7 are presently working a mission at Ch. 74,
Jolly Green 42 is the On Scene Commander directing operations for a rescue attempt
at 250/7/74 of Skater 67 a UH-1 Helicopter which crashed during an IFR approach to
Ch. 7L, On ooard were 9 persons of which 2 are reported KIA, and the others are in
serisus condition witi at least one :ian with a known back injury. Your instructions
are to releive Jolly Green 42 and 07, and assist in the SAR any way you can,™

Jolly Green 15 and 27 launched at 14207 and proceeded feet wet to CH.74. On the
way to the SAR we were briefed by Jolly Green 42 on the current operation in the
ares. 1t seemed that a "Basketball 689" an H-130 Flare Ship was dropping flares
thru the undercast in order to assist the ground team in locating the crash site.
Jolly Green 42 and 07 returned to Ch. 77 due to fuel, and Jolly Green 15 and 27 took
ovar as On Scene Commnander at 1500Z. After each flare was dropped by the Basketball
aircraft, he would ask the survivor how close it was to his position. The only
survivor who was working the emergency radio was laying flat on his pack due to
injuries, and because of the low overcast it was extremely difficult for anyone

to fix the crash position with the flare drops. At this time a Rattler A9 Huey

was flying beneath the overcast and was reporting the bottoms of the overcast at
900 feet MSL. Rattler 49 could see the flares coming through the clouds, but could
not go into the small valley where he thought the survivors were because the flares
would burn out leaving him IFR until the next set of flares would light, He did
estimate the distance between the ground and cloud ceiling was suificient to fly
through if he had continous lighting from the flares. The radios on Jolly Green

15 were not as good as those on Jolly Green 27 who was now handling most of the
communication between the ground team and the flare ship. Jolly Green 15 proceeded
feet wet and obtained radar clearance to descend to VFR beneath the cloud deck.
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Upon going VFR, Jolly Green 15 proceeded into the valley where Rattler A9 was
woriing. A nearly full moon did light up the clouds just enought so that the
valley floor and ridgelines could be made out without the aid of flares. Both
the'Ratiler and Jolly Green were not taking any ground fire in the large valley,
and with sufficient moon light, and the seriousness of the survivors we decided
to attempt some slow flight in the direction of the survivors radio with the
aid of UHF DF, At one point in the attempt to locate the crash site we flew
directly over the ground team who gave us a "Tally Ho" as we proceeded further
up the hillside as our reception with Skater 67 became increasingly louder.
Twice Skater said we were right over his position and we held our position as we
attempted to get him to vector us in. We turned on our landing lizht at this
time and asked Skater if he could see it. He replied that he would try to stand
up and give us vectors into his position as we were “extremely close". We cau-
tioned him not to try and move, but if any of the other survivors on the ground
could see us to give directions for us to move in. We were advised to move up
the ridgeline just a bit, and then turn right, we did so. Then came & call that
we were going the wrong way and would we turn left, we did so. After 10 minutes
of following directions and creeping dangerously close and into the clouds we
had to abandon the search and ta:e up an emergency heading which we had earlier
computed and we made an IFR climb until we broke out of the clouds at 3500 feet
MSL. We were able to determine Sikaters position to within a fraction of a mile,
but the crash site was in the clouds at 1100 to 1300 feet ISL which made rescue
at night impossible. We also noted that the ground team still had a long distance
to travel in order to reach the crash site. We believe we were helpful to the
ground team in giving them a general location of Skater 67. Jolly Green 15 re~
turned to Ch, 74 for additional fuel at 17452. At 1830Z Jolly Green 15 took off
from Ch. 74 to relieve Jolly Green 27 as On Scene Commander while he went into
Ch. 74 for fuel. For the remainder of the night one of the Jolly Greens continued
to stay on station to further assist the ground team. Weather was getting worse
and &t 2130Z we were directed to RIB Ch. 77, We advised Queen that two Jolly
Greens should be launched in the morning with several Stoles Litters aboard to
continue the effort at first light. Fortunately the weather did 1ift in mid
morning when Jolly Green OF and 35 were able to complete the pick-up of the re-
malning six seriously injured members of Skater 67. See Mission Narrative 1-3-019,
17 Mar 70 by Jolly Green 0 and 35. Jolly Green 15 and 27 terminated at Ch. 77
at 2220Z 18 lar 70,

2. (U) 11/33.8/HH-3E/37ARRS, 3/10.3/HC-130P/39ARRS, plus mutiple Army aircraft.

3. Ground Teanm with 50 troops (Call sign unknown).

4e Two
5. BSee Ifission Narrative Report 1-3-019 17 lMar 70 [Ln/m ‘Lr’*"" “1
2



6. Jolly Green Crews:

Jolly Green 15

Maj.
Sgte

BEHl8

Capt.

Kenneth T. Kelley
James Z. Elkinton
Jimmie D. Rash

¥MSgt. Harold W. Harvey

s 1. K “%%%%;:mm

Aircraft Co er

FRSEERS

Jolly Green 27

aj.
Capt.
TSgte
S%t"

David Z. Vaughan
Royce We. Terrell
Gerald L. Hartzel
Bugene L. Nardi
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1. (U) This report is submitted IAW ARRSM 55-2/3rd ARRGp Sup 1, dated
15 June 1968. -

2. (8) On 19 March 1970, at 0715L Jolly Green 09 launched on the Skater
62 mission whose position was 244/6%/74L. Jolly Green 35, high bird, was
airborne at O745L after an aircraft change. Both aircraft proceeded feet
wet to the Channel 74 area, Jolly Green 09 arriving at approximately 0740L
and Jolly Green 35 arriving at 0810L. Both aircraft held feet wet off Chan-
nel 74. Shortly after arriving in the 74 area King 4 suggested Jolly Green
09 go VFR on top in an attempt to fly over the area of the survivors. Vice
Squad provided radar separation until VFR on top was reached at 6000 feet.
Since at that altitude the survivors would not be able to hear Jolly Green
09 pass overhead, a descent was made thru a hole o an altitude varying be-
tween 2500 snd 3500 feet. Cloud buildups precluded getting very close to
the areas of the survivors. By this time Rattler 06 was over the survivors
in marginal weather conditions and deploying a doctor to the crash site.
Jolly Green 09 was then requested %o hold west of Channel 74 but, east of
the mountains, VFR. Jolly Green 09 proceeded to the requested area, in the
mean bime Ratiler 06 was rumning low on fuel. While Jolly Green 09 held,
Skater 64 came on scene to assist Jolly Green 09 locate the crash site.
Jolly Green 09 and Skater 64 joined up, with Jolly Green 09 in trail approx-
imately one mile behind Skater 64. Jolly Green 09 was erroneously directed
into the wrong valley which necessitated flying thru a small saddle in mar-
ginal weather, turning around and then exiting the valley. At approximately
this same time Rattler 06 came out of the area of the crash site to lead
Jolly Green 09 in, At this time Jolly Green 09 jettisoned the tip tanks re-
taining 2000 pounds of internal fuel. The survivors redirected Rattler 06
to their position, with Jolly Green 09 following at approximately & mile.
When over the survivors, Rattler 06 was obscured by fog but, visible. Jolly
Green 09 requested Rattler 06 to pull off and was then vectored to the crash
site by the survivors, establishing a hover approximately 100 feet downslope
from the crashed aircraft at approximately 0910L. The two PJs deployed
immediately on the forest penetrator to assist the doctor and to prepare the
survivors for recovery. The PJs were deployed at a distance from the crash-
ed site because it was feared the rotor downwash would dislodge the crashed
sircraft, possibly further injuring the survivors. The survivors were lo-
cated at an elevation of 1570 feet MSL on the west face of an irregular ridge.
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Generally the terrain was steeply sloping with the aircraft actually on
a fairly flat area. The area contained large boulders and dense jungle
vegetation including bamboo. The area was bordered by trees in the shape
of a semi-circle, upslope of the survivors. While Jolly Green 09 main-
tain the hover, the weather appeared to be 100-300 feet above the scene.
The crest of the ridge was not visible, however Jolly Green 09 maintained
visual contact while in the hover at all times. The terrain precluded
rapid movement and it took the PJs approximately 5 minutes to climb to
the survivors. The PJs then ministered to the needs of the survivors,
providing medical attention, extracting one survivor from underneath the
wreckage,and preparing the survivors for recovery. At all times, the
~Flight Engineer's hover instructions were calm, professionsl, held to a
minimum and contributed immeasurably to overall mission success. After
approximately 15-20 minutes the two Stokes litters aboard the aircraft
were lowered to the PJs. The Co-Pilot assisted throughout the operation
in an exemplary manner, performing his innumerable duties without hesi-
tation. Further, the Co-Pilot relieved the Aircraft Commander, maintain-
ing the hover for approximately 30 minutes. Jolly Green 09 maintained a
hover throughout the operation as opposed to pulling off and orbiting,
for fear weather would obscure the site, and if lost reacquisition, might
be impossible. After approximately 45 minutes in the hover the two most
seriously injured survivors were ready to be hoisted aboard the aireraft.
The ambulatory patients were directed away from the airecraft wreckage by
the PJs, then Jolly Green 09 moved directly over the downed aireraft and
the Flight Engineer effected an expeditious recovery of the first litter.
The Flight Engineer then removed the commecting siraps from the first
litter and lowered them with the hoist for the second litter. The PJs
rapidly secured the second litter for hoisting., The Flight Engineer indi-
cated he would need help in recovering the second litter thru the cargo
door. Immediately, the Co-Pilot, with the Aircraft Commander's concurrence,
departed the seat to assist the Flight Engineer. At 1005L Jolly Green 09
departed the hover with two survivors. The PJs, the doctor and the remain-
ing 4 survivors, remained on the ground. Jolly Green 09 proceeded dirsctly
to the 27th Surgical Hospital NNW of Channel 74, with the CP effecting all
commmications in a superb manner. The survivors were off-loaded at the
hospital. Jolly Green 09 then recovered at Channel 74 for refueling at
1015L. From the viewpoint of Jolly Green 09 the entire operation was con-
ducted in a highly professional manner with the exception being, Jolly
Green 09 experienced considerable communications proolems with its own radios.
About the time Jolly Green 09 entered a hover, King 4 called Jolly Green 35
to proceed to the mouth of the valley that led to the SAR area, 254/5/ 74,
where Skater 62 was located. There were numerous Army helicopters in the
area assisting with navigation. Skater 64 asked if Jolly Green 35 would
like to know where Jolly Green 09 was hovering and Jolly Green 35 replied
in the affirmative. Skater 64 then led Jolly Green 35 to the area of
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interest after which Jolly Green 35 orbited at the entrance to the

“valley about 1-} miles from the rescue scene. Skater 64 informed Jolly
Green 35 that the area Jolly Green 35 was flying, harbored suspescted

enemy activity and wanted to provide two escort gunships. To this Jolly
Green 35 agreed. As Jolly Green 09's fuel state became critical it be~
came apparent he would not be able to recover all of the survivors. Jolly
35 requested Jolly Green 09 to call prior to exiting the area so that
Jolly Green 35 could come in behind Jolly Green 09 and pinpoint the sur-
vivors exact location. Al approximately 1000L Jolly Green 09 informed
Jolly Green 35 he was about to leave and Jolly Green 35 started inbound.
The tips were jettisoned at the base of the hill and Jolly Green 35 pro-
ceeded to the site just underneath the base of the clouds and located
Jolly Green 09 and then the wreckage of Skater 62. As Jolly Green 09 pull-
ed away due to his fuel state, Jolly Green 35 came in behind to pick up
the remaining 4 survivors, the 2 PJs of Jolly Green 09 and the Army doctor
that Rattler 06 had dropped off earlier via rope ladder. Jolly Green 35
was in a hover over the site about the time Jolly Green 09 egressed the
area at 1005L. Because of the location of the survivors, a hover directly
over the downed aircraft was deemed necessary and the Flight Engineer
directed Jolly Green 35 over the wreckage so that the downed helicopter
was in the null area of Jolly Green 35's rotor downwash. The Flight Engineer
did an admirable job in directing Jolly Green 35 over the site and keeping
Jolly Green 35 clear of numerous trees in the area. The area was so con-
fined that one itree was reported within 5 feet of the tail rotor. The
reassuringly, calm directions of the Flight Engineer aided immeasurably

in maintaining the necessary clearance. Aircraft heading in a hover was
approximately 090 degrees and hovering was with a slight quartering head
wind and what appeared to be a slight downdraft. The Flight Engineer low-
ered the forest penetrator while maintaining obstacle clearance with his
calm instructions. The first two survivors were helped and strapped in

by the PJs of Jolly Green 09, and when secured, the Flight Engineer of
Jolly Green 33 brought up the hoist very slowly to insure that the two
survivors would not oscillate against the sharp jagged metal edges of the
downed aircraft's wreckage. Once clear of the wreckage he brought them
aboard Jolly Green 35 and directed the Pilot to hover to the left approxi-
mately 50 feet to insure more clearance for the helicopter and give the
pilot a brief rest while the Flight Engineer and the PJ secured the surv-
ivors. The second recovery for the next two survivors was made in a man-
ner identical to that used for the first recovery., The third recovery,
for one PJ of Jolly Gresn 09 and for the Army doctor, was identical to the
other recoveries. The last recovery for the remaining PJ was uneventful
except that due to total weight, power for the pickup was marginal. Power
required at this time was around 97-102% torque. Jolly Green 35 exited
the area at about 1030L and delivered the injured and the doctor to the
9lst Evacuation Hospital at Channel 74, landing at their LZ between 1037-1040L.
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Prior to landing, the 9lst was informed via FM, that one of the litter
patients had been administered drugs (morphine) by the PJs of Jolly
Green 09. Jolly Green 35 then proceeded to Channel 74 for refueling,
landing there at 1045L, at which time the PJs of Jolly Green 09 deplamed
from Jolly Green 35 and egain boarded Jolly Green 09. Inter-phone
communications between the Aircraft Commander and Flight Engineer were
excellent throughout the hovering phase,

3. Survivors Hecovered by Jolly Green 09 Survivors Recovered by Jolly 35
Major General Lloyd B. Ramsey Captain John P. Tucker
Captain Thomas J. Ruffing CW2 Stephen C. Pike

WOl Ronald D. Fransor
Sp4 Mickie L. Reed

4. Jolly Green Crews:

Jolly Green 09 Jolly Green 35
AC Maj. Walter E. Barnes, 111 AC  Capt. Miguel Carcia
C? Capt. Albert W. Palmer CP Maj. John A. Raper
FE Sgt Robert J P Laframboise FE Tsgt Frank Caydos Jr.
RS 8Sgt Jules C. Smith RS Tsgt John F. Heitscn
RS  8gt Stephen V. Samo AP AlC Jolm W, Meyers
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WALTER E. BARNES III, Major USAF MIGUEL GARCIA, Captain, USAF
Alrcraft Commander Aircraft Commander
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DATE: 18 MAR 70 19 Mareh 1970

MISSION NUMBER: 1=3-019-17 MAR 70

ATRCRAFT DESIGNATION: KING L o
g Classified by [ ~4b
LOCATION: 250/07/71, -su;aﬂ;;{cﬁr;-o_smﬁu DECLASSIFICATION
| . SCHEDT% OF EASCUTIVE CRDER 11652
DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: SKATER 62  AUTOMATICALLY DOWNGRADED AT WO
s == YEAR INTERVALS,
SAVES: 6 Combat DECLASSIFIED 0N'D) ﬂ"'(fT L

1, (C) We were briefed prior to takeoff that Skater 62 was down in
the vicinity of Channel 74, Upon reaching the area we relieved
Basketball 796 as On-Scene Commander, There were no other aircraft
in the area at that time working the mission,

2, (U) Contact was made with Wages 07 (a ground search team) on h7.8
FM, He reported the weather as poor, rain, low clouds visibility nil,
At approx 2340Z contact was made with Skater 67 (pilot of Skater 62
aircraft) and shortly after he reported that a helicopter was very
close, Skater 67 directed Rattler 06 into his position at 23502,
Rattler 06 offloaded one doctor plus stretchers and medical supplies,
Rattler 06 is to be commended for his outstanding flying under adverse
weather conditions, He stayed in the area talking to the survivors,
calming them and only departed when his fuel dictated at 0105Z,

3. (U) Jolly Green 09 assumed the hover over the survivors and low-
ered his two PJ's to aid the doctor, Jolly Green 09 departed the
area with two patients in Stokes litters at approx 0208Z,

Le (C) Jolly Green 35 then assumed the hover over the survivers,
Rattler 06 returned to the area in this time periocd, Jolly Green 35
extracted the remaining 4 survivars, the doctor and Jolly Green 09
PJ's and departed the area at 0224Z, The two KIA's were left behind
due to Jolly Green 35 pulling max power to stay in the hover, Arrange-
ments were made with Rattler 06 to use Dustoff aircraft to pick up

the two KIAts,

5¢ (U) A1l survivors were taken to Chu Lai for medical attention,
Skater 64 aided the mission by léading the Jolly Greens into the area
where.the survivors were located,

6. (U) King 4 Crewmembers:

AC/AMC VMAJ FLEMING FE MSG KILGORE
P 11T FREILEY FE TSG ARNCLD
CP MAJ JONES IM S5G LORENZ
N CPT Dillenbeck IM B8SG ROSS
RO SSG BORBOA IM 8GT COLLINS
2 = P
W Jj ZZ/*IM | {q‘-\‘_\""—-————-——-—""—": !
D¢ Topiesag

RUSSELL A. FLEMING
Alreraft Commander/Adwi
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