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LOCATION: 067/07/72 (XC 760 330) 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: BLINDBAT 13-4 
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1. (C) Enroute to SAR scene King 4, Snad 11, and Covey 215 
briefed on the area, groundfire, holding positions and previous 
contact with survivor. Covey 215 had beeper contact but had no 
DF equipment and was briefed on a position of 140/05/72. Spad 11 
and 12 arrived on scene at 2220Z. Blindbat 13-4 came un on 
beeper at 2230Z. Electronic search was started, but still too 
dark to establish exact position other than anprox Tacan position 
of 060/07/72. At 2255Z, voice contact was established with the 
survivor. He reported his legs injured but could move around 
some. No groundfire heard at anytime, but he heard people most 
of the night and at one time they nassed by - at 100 to 150 feet 
from him. At this time Spad 11 asked for more ordnance (Snads 
3 and 4). Blindbat 13-4 helped guide Spads over his position 
but chute was not sighted until 23157 when it became liaht enough 
to see. Chute was in a tree and survivor in heavy foliage. After 
positive sightings  Area was surveyed and ordnance was expended 
next to river and road to the East and South of survivor while 
Sad 11 briefed the SAR forces for the nick Up. At approx 2340 
Jolly Green 15 started moving to survivors position while Spads 
expended Smoke. Due to dense foliage, position was hard to detect - 
Survivor helped guide Jolly ('-reen 15 toward position. Jungle 
penetrator was lowered and pick-up was made at 0006Z. SAR forces 
were RTE at 0015Z. King 3 refueled Jolly Green 15, 25, & 07 
enroute to DaNang AB. Mission Complete. 

2. (C) Problem Area: During first light effort, pick-up was in 
progress at time of day when many towers and agencies check their 
guard transmitters. These transmissions frequently interunted 
SAR communications. These affect the King aircraft but probably 
do not affect the low aircraft as much. 

3. (C) SAN. FORCES USED: 

King 4 King 3 (Tanker) 
	

Spads 11, 12, 01, & 02 Jolly Green 15, 25 

(C) 3AR FORCES AVAILABLE - On-Scene Time 

King 
King 3 
Spad 11 
Snad 01 

& 12 
a U4 

2220Z 
22402 
22202 
2310Z ,2_.: 
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1.
(C) SAR FORCES AVAILABLE - On-Scene Time (con't) 

Jolly Green 15 & 25 	2310Z 
Jolly Green 07 	 2330Z 
Jolly Green 42 RIB nroute to SAR - Mechanical Problems 
Pepper 40 - 43 	 2300Z 
Smoke 20 - 23 	 2245Z 
Sandy 1 & 2 	 0005Z 
Sandy 3 & 4 	 Enroute at pick up time 
Jolly Green 17 & 03 	nroute at pick up time 
Covey 215 	 On scene FAO prior to 2220Z 
Covey 253 	 relieved 215 

4. 	(U) King 4 Crewmembers: 

AMC MAJ RIGGiRT RO MSG MORRIS 
AC MAJ FLING FE MSG HENDERSON 
CP ILT SCHLICHTER FE TSG ':IALDEN 
N CPT CORLEY LM SSG TIAREHAM 

/2;24 r 
MELVIN E. RIGGERI, Major, USAF 
Airborne Mission Commander 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT #3 

NESSION NARRATIVE 1-3-6 12 Jan 70 

(S) Original notification of a "first light" SAR came at 0400 
Local. Four Jolly Green (JG) crews were generated. Bravo Low, 
JG 15 was primary, Bravo High, JG 25 was secondary. Alpha Low, 
JG 42 and Alpha High, JG 07 were designated back-up aircraft and 
were directed to go to the scene. All four aircraft tookoff at 
0530 Local and orbited VFR on top, 3 miles east of Channel 77 
until Spade 01 and 02 arrived. All six aircraft departed Channel 
77 at 0600 Local. JG 42 had to RTB at 0615 Local, due to trans-
mission problems. He was escorted back by Sped 02. Sped 01, JG 
15, JG 25, and JG 07 arrived in the target area at 0715 Local. 
Covey FAG 215, and Spads 11 and 12 were on the scene. Sped 11 was 
On-Scene-Commander. The JG's were put in a high orbit at 8000 
feet east of a point 080 degrees for 6 miles from Channel 72 9 

 where the survivor was located. Sped 11 had voice contact with 
the survivor and was able to spot his chute. The survivor said 
he had heard voices during the night but reported no ground fire 
and that he would need the aid of a Rescue Specialist. The sur-
vivor was beneath a 70 foot canopy with no distinguishable land-
marks near him. The only reference was his chute which was partly 
hidden and visible only when directly overhead. JG's 15 and 25 
were directed into a low orbit while Spada 11, 12, 01, and 02 did 
a precautionary sterilization of the area. The survivor was direc-
ted to GCA the Jolly Green 15 to the best of his ability. Sped 
11 also gave directions. On the first pass at tree top level, JG 
15 passed to the east of the survivor. The survivor said he could 
hear but not see JG 15. On the second pass the FE spotted the chute, 
but not the survivor. The penetrator was lowered next to the chute 
as the survivor said he was in sight of his chute and could make it 
to the penetrator. Once JG 15 was in position, radio contact was 
lost with the survivor. This complicated the situation, as it was 
almost impossible to see the survivor, due to the canopy and the 
sun angle. This made it very dark on the ground. Finally it was 
ascertained that the survivor was safely on the penetrator and he 
was brought aboard at 0805 Local. JG's 15, 25 and 07 then RTB'd 
to Channel 77, refueling with King 3 enroute. Sped 01 0  02, 11 and 
12 provided escort. The survivor was taken to NSA Hospital, as he 
was badly bruised and cut. 

(U) The survivor was Captain Laurence C. Johnson, 21 TAS, Naha 
(TDY to Ubon) 

(U) 	Crews Involved: 

JOLLY GREEN 15  JOLLY GREEN 25 
AC Capt George M. little AC Capt Eric K. Lindberg 
OP Capt Charles C. Adams CP Capt Leonard A. Seagren 
FE Sgt Robert J.P. Laframboise FE SSgt Vincent P. Freeman 
RS SSgt Curt W. Phythian RS MSgt Harold W. Harvey 
RS TSgt Donald G. Smith GROUP 4 

Downgraded at 3 year 
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(S) Another unsuccessful rescue effort was conducted on 

7 January for Sidewinder 47. The aircraft, an A7, went down 
12/ 

from unknown causes. 

(S) Another pilot, Streetcar 300 observed the crash and 

stated the aircraft appeared to explode dust prior to impact; how-

ever, this could have been rockets exploding. The wreckage ap-

peared to have hit rather flat and was scattered forward up an in-

cline and over the crest of a ridge. NO chute was observed, no 

beeper was heard nor was there any voice contact with anyone on 
40/ 

the ground. 

(C) A successful rescue was made on 13 January for 3LL7D3AT 

13-4, a ere:member on a C-130 who accidentally fell from the air- 
/ 

craft during a night mission  in the southern S7721,  TIasa area. 

(C) 3LL:D3AT 13 was performing a normal night FAC mission 

in the area east of Saravane when a crew member near the scope in 

the rear .parachute door was either suclIed out or fell out of the 

aircraft.  Contact was esta:olished and a decision was made to cc- 
42/ 

ordinate a first light rescue effort. 

(C) There were no specific problems encountered and after 

softening up the immediate area and silencing a small  amount of 

ground fire the forces were read:Ted for pickup. The pickup was 
1.42/ 

completed without complications. 

(U) A successful rescue was conducted on 18 January for 

iasty 30A and 3. The aircraft, an 2-100F„ from Tuy Hoa went down 

544E7  
bECLASS;FIED  



0111.11•111 

who went through the trauma of finding himself suddenly blasted out of 

a cool, comfortable, familiar cockpit into a violent, alien, painful, 

and unknown world). On the "uneventful" ones, the SAR Task Force (SARTF) 

simply moved in and extracted the survivor without the annoyances of 

hostile fire, adverse weather, or poor communications to plague them. 

Others were action packed adventures, capable of being made into a mov-

ing picture script where the "good guys and the bad guys" took turns at 

winning and losing, with the "good guys" eventually emerging victorious. 

It was certainly not all humorous; tragedy overshadowed some of the 

most successful of recovery efforts. 

Shock was almost invariably present, compounding dizziness, panic, 

and an incredible thirst with an already undesirable situation. The 

impact of this state of shock was almost incomprehensible to those who 

had not experienced it. It was more easily visualized when one could 

put himself into the plight of a C-130 navigator (on Blindbat  13,  a 

flareship) over Laos, who unexpectedly found his parachute deployed through 

an open door. He rapidly followed it into the slipstream, dropping in 

a black sky over an undetermined position at an uncertain altitude over 

unknown terrain. To complicate matters, his parachute was streaming and 

he could never get it fully open prior to impact with the ground. His 

back was injured painfully when he hit the ground, and he soon found out 

that searchers, speaking in an unrecognized language, came within 75 feet 

of his position. He conquered his shock and assisted a successful recovery 
70/  

the next morning. 
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OFTCZYUW RUMLJBB09as 0130639-•CCCC-7RUCIEUA.  
DE RUMLJBB #0061. 0,130530 
ZNY  ccr.cr 7  K, JPCCO 
O 130515Z- JAN .. 70D .  
FM OL.-L 3-•ARRGP SON _TRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHGA/EQ-__USAF 
RUCIEUA/HO..''ARR:FARdCri/SCOTT AFFi  
RUHHABA74-1AKFiWG ,  PROCP-..,HiCKAM -AFB'. IAWA1L -
RUSGSNA/3ARRGR'. TAN. S0NNHUT B RVI'■14 
INFO RUCEAAA/USAF ALTERNATE CP/MAXWELL AFB ALA 
RULI,LUaL4Ariaigghtlajl,MaL;figILAL13..I11 .«. 
RUSGSNA7AF/DOT/DO/DP/DI/8DPMP/TACC/CC TSN AB 
RUKLAAAITAC/OCOSLR/LANGLEY .  AFB VA 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC/AFPMSC RANDOLPH. AFB TEXAS. 
RUHHABA/CINCPACICC:HAwatar 
ReiMSMVA/MACW SAIGON RVN-
RUEBEAA/ARDC/ABERDEEN' PROVING GROUND MD 
RUEKC/AFEOC FrAZITCHIE MD 	, 
RUMORUA/OL-a 3ARRGP UDORN. AB THI±EAND 
RUMLJBA/37ARRS DANANG;•-A87 RVN 
RUMLJBA/OLAA 56SOW. DAMANG. 	

- 	" 

A tligifTedb 
RUMBPN/5650W NAKH9N,i, PHANON .  AfiugiWyro GETERitu, r DIE 
RVORUA/40ARRS. UDORN Aa THA 44,8AIRKTLE OF EXECIJM - 

Pc., 	RUMLJBB• GOBI: C'0- N.- , 	. 
R LJHA/39ARRS: Ithr 0A,,:4011-01V cussinza oar. 
RUMBKA/BTFli UBONIC'AB.: . THAILAND 
RUAOAFAZZLTAS NA14.14: AB OKINAWA • 
BT _ 
C" 0 	 "WIPREP JIFFY/01.-4. 3ARRGP/RESCUE 006/12 

7(.1-: 	RESCUE OPENINC.i/CLOSING. REPORT-12 JAN 70. 
MISSION'' ,  NUMBER.- L--3.--006-42 JAN, 70.. 

3« A TACTICAL a Cr-A5STEIF-CL C..-.ONE CREW. MEMBER' ONLY  
E. aTFIgiortift,P -!1;Er UNK .  POB- UNK H.4-1."" - 
grEjL,41gUR UM-EMI 
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MAJOR' Lt.:44;91IXONi: .  TSGT: R 	BUCKNEFfri,AlC- 	WHITE 

OL—Zr.,  '5ARRGPr: FIANAMA-  ciRc 
PAGE 3 RUMLJBB 0081 • C 	 T/AL  
12.. SPjlr /2/2309Z. 
13. S/.4,4ti-3E/JUNGLE PENETRATOR/13/0006Z  
14. 1/1/111/0/0 	 • 
14 SURVIZ 	EN TO NSA jASPITAL.-: DANANG*- 
16!"4/13.2./HH- ,..3E/37ARR 	9p/12. .:21E4QL--* 	&SOW. 10/24.2/ 
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SSIFI 
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4, MEDIATE 

P 0043 

•A-1E/56SOW. 	0/HC-130P/39ARRS • 
17 • 0/0/0/0/010/0/0/0 
18. A. CAPT G• M. HITTLE AC; CAPT C.C.ADAMS. CP; SGT R.J•P* 
LAFRAMEOISE. -FE; 'TSGT 0.6. SMITH. RS; .SSGT C W PHYTHI AN r 
R.S. ALL ,OF. 37 .ARRS. DANANGAB RVN* 
B.-SURVIVOR: -CART LAURENCE :2,C* JOHNSON, 21  LAS NAHA  AB OKINAWA. 
19 ''"VINIE COMBAT ARRS SAVE/TWO Jf REFUEL' NGS/NO  PA./ DtPLOYMENT* 
L. EU F EW71BER P NAVIGATOR*  WAS -ACCIDENTI ALLY BLOWN 
	obe,EN 	PAR ATROOP DOOR  OF .A "M•••.130/ 1...  .  DB A 

OSTILTIFERRIAN.'" IT IS BELIEVED HIS P ARACHUTE 
4)Diviggim  11.1 NG :"AHIWIDUVAND RE 	M RESTRAINT ,.HA SS* ; 

.RSTILISHT 'SA R ;EFFO RT WAS :DR GA NI ZED* 591457 1) 
kflE k :N.rttf1JURED -15ACK:i.;1'  WAS 1N'''DENSE UNDERGROWTH WAS UNABLE 
,4Z) -VANE ABOUT.  =AND - HAD tiZAR1S PEOPLE MOVING -ABOUT nuRvis IHE 
NIGHTALL ,SAR1FORCES WERE ON SCENE BEFORE SUNUP* 'SURVIVOR . 

PAGE 4 RUMLJE3.8. £OE1 I ILE NT I A  L 
WAS LOCATED WITH SOME DIFFICUL TREES  ANRUNDER= 

^:6ROWTH* •SPADS 	"• • 	•  MANCE AND
-- 

 LaED_A_St(Q,a  CREEN 
BEFORE JOLLY GREEI-- -st NT IN FOR THE PICKUP.. SURVIVOR 
WAS 	 N 	0 	 ASSISTPNCE. NO 
rfiROUNDF I 	WA OBSERVED DURING THE PICKUP., SUR VI VOR TAKEN TO 
iN `HOSPITAL AT :DANANG FOR TREATMENT OF  MULTIPLE _ABRASIONS 

USIONS ,A1— \-----TD-71:!1-'—'—'%1)ARENTSTI::—t-AT'N'D  LIGAMENTS IN LOWER—F3CCK 
A  ANKLES.  
GP-4 
ST 
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O. 004 -A3 
OFTCZYUW RUMLUBe09a6 0130619-rCCr --RUC;FOA 
DE RUMLJEIB #008I 0130530 

' 	- 

zNY,ccccr 'OK  oPcco 
1305152 JAN 70' 

FM OL 1 3-ARR3P SON TPA AB RVN 
TO ',ROEFHGAMQ USAF 
RUCIEUA/HG_ARRS/ARCCP/SC 
RUHHABA 	 • KAM1AFB HAWAII 
RUSGSNA/3ARRGP TAN SOWNHUT A RVN 
INFO'UcEAAA/USAF ALTERNATE CD/MAXWELL fFt L A .  RU 
RUS GSNA7AF/DOT/DO/DP/DI/BDPMP/TACC/CC TSN AB RVN 
RUKLAAA/TAC/DCOSLR/LANGLE`CAFB VA 
RUWTFOA/USAFMPC/AFPMSC RANDOLPH' APB TEXAS 
RUHHABA/CINCPAC/CC HAWAJI 
RHMSMYA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEBEAA/ARDC/ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND 
RUEKC/AFEOC FT RITCHIE n 
RVMORUA/OL-2 3ARRGP UDORN AS THAILAND 
RUMLOBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RV. N 
RUMLOBA/OL AA 56S0W DANANG A I&Nfreablli 

J1UPBPN/56$0W NAKPN PHANOMh 	J4WTOGEMKIATI RUI'".ORVA/40ARRS . UDORN'AB THAI 	 ;s5iP,OFEXECUTI 

T. 2 RumLuB8 0081 	o 	am-r 	D,  wro 
RUNLJHA/39ARRS TUY 7-(570tn8 RV 
RUMBKAAITFW UBON AB THAILAND CLIMIFIRD ON 

RUAOAFA/21TAS NAHA AS OKINAWA 
BT 
C 0 N F .ifl -  /JOPREP JIFFY/OL-I 3ARRGP/RESC " 006/12 

0 1. RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING REPORT-12 JAN 70. 
2. MISSION NUMBER 1-3-006.-12 JAN 70. 
3. A. TACTICAL B. CLASSIFIED C. ONE CREW MEMBER ONLY D. S/E 

8TFWe UBONL ABP THAILAND F. P1TONK G.POaU 	H. 
STANDARD SURVIVAL EOUIPAENT. - 	- 
4...JOINT RESCUE COORDINATION CENTER 12/1625z 
5. NO CO:4MU1ICATIONS SEARCH 
6. LERTED SAR FORCES 12/1740Z-,EOR FIRST LIGHT EFFORT: .  
7. BEGAN ORG N 2TNG,FIF:ST LIGHT EFFORT UPON INITIAL NOTIFICATION 
6. 15-40N 10638E 
9. WEATHER A. 2000 8ROKEN,000 BROKEN, VIS 6fMILES' 

8. SCATTERED CLOUDS, VIS 6 MILES 	. 
10 01.-1, 3ARRGR, MAJOR R.L. KRIDLER4 LT COL D.N. WILLIAMSCIN 
MAJOR L.W. DIXON, TSGT R.L. BUCKNER, AlC J.M. WHITE 
11. OL-2, 3ARRGP, PANAMA (RC 

PAGE 3 RUMLOBB 
12. sPAr 1, 12/23092, 1S-40N106-38E 
13 ._-_TAi,f3S%dH-,:lE/JUNGLE PENETRATOR/13/00067 

 14. 1/1/1/1/0/0 
SURVIVO  TAKEN  TO NSA 	ii0SPITAL. DArNG ,-R 

16'-e-4/13 . 2 / 6-1-3E-J-S7 .4/12.6/A-1E/OLAAt. 6 SOW. 10/?4.2/ 

IMMEDIATE 
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A ..° 1 E/56SOW.2/6.0/HC•130P/39ARRS. 
 17. 0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0  

16. A.  CAPT G.M. HITTLE  AC; CAPT C.C. ADAMS? CPUSGT R.J.P. 
..LAFRAMEOISE0 FE; TSGT 0..6. SMITH, RS; SSGT C.W..PHYTHIAN, 
R.S.ALL OF 37 ARRS, DANANG AB RVN* 	 c ..,, 
B. SURVIVOR: CAPT.LAURENCE-C. JOHNSON, 21:TAS NAHA AB OKINAWA. 
19 ONE COMBAT ARRS  SAVE/TWO AIR'REFUELIRWRO7PUTUEPLPYMENT .H. ONE USAF CREW MERBER , NAVIGATOR,  WAS ACCIDENTIALLY BLOW  ..: .OUT - :THE:OPEN PARATROOP DOOR OF  A  C.,430X:CALL stpN BLINDAT: 	' T4 OVER HOSTILE TERRIANIT.IS BELIEVED  HIS  PARACHUTE  1,.  .'.. POPPED? PULLING HIM OUT AND 'WEARING HIS RESTRAINT-HARNESS..' 

-A FIRST LIGHT SAP EFFORT WAS'ORGANIZED.: RVORFIV EC:)0T) :HE'HAD AN INJURED BACK,  WAS IN DENSE UNDERGROWTH,  WA 	NABLE TO MOVE ABOUT.  AND HAD ttEARD PEOPLE MOVING ABOUT DURIN"67 	' NIGHT. ALL-SAR 'FORCES WERE ON,SCENE BEFORE SUNUP.SURVIVOR 	. , 

N T I-A L 
AND UNDER-

_A_amQK 
	

:REEN 
CKUP. S 

iv v[..I  vPi 	yMINVLI_  rLi_tiftga9Fi_WITHOUT ASSISTANCE. NO GROUNDF IRE WAS OBSERVED DURING THE PICKUP. SURVIVOR TAKEN  TO 
NSA HOSPITAL AT DANANG FOR TREATMENT OF MULTIPLEJABRASIONS. 

TUSIONS AND APPARENT STRAINED LIGAMENTS IN LOWER BACK 
ANO ANKLES. 
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#0031 
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PAGE 4 RUMWBB.:0081 Si.j1  N F T •11._ 
WAS IOCATED WITH SOME DiFFICULTY 
GROWTH. . 5.>75--DRVPPED-DRO-Ntt A  
'BEFORE JOLLY GREEN IS-WENT IN FO  rn rfrr nysi A 
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CHRONOLOGY  

56th Special Operations Wing  

Date Class Significant avent  

Jan 
2-3 (S) Search and Rescue effort for Milestone 507A/B 

was unsuccessful. 

7 (S) Search and Rescue effort for Sidewinder 47 
was unsuccessful. 

11 (3) 1st It. Richard D. Chorlins, 602nd Special 
Operations Squadron, declared KIA. 

13 (C) Search and Rescue effort for BLIND BAT 13-4 
was successful. 

18 (a) Search and Rescue effort for Misty 30 A/3 
was successful. 

18 (U) Search and Rescue effort for Coachman, 29 
was successful. 

22 (C) Search and Rescue effort for Zorro 16 was 
successful. 

23 (U) Lt. Col. 	ugene B. Mechling assumed command 
of Detachment 1, 56th Special Olerations 

27 (S) Search and Rescue effort for Cookie 02 was 
successful. 

28 (U) Search and Rescue effort for Seabird 2A/3 
was unsuccessful. 

28 (U) Jolly Green 71 shot down by •IG while par-
ticipating in SIR. for Seabird 2A/3. 

31  (U) CH-3, SN67-13296 1  21st Special Operations 
Squadron, logged 150.1 flying hours. 

(S) Radar controlled guns became prevalent in 
Laos. 

(U) Presidential Unit Citation presented to 606th 
Special Operations Squadron. 

'"ettfif 
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Lt Richard Butchka (U .,:..CG) does the honors after 	, 
—. Capt George H 	 , 
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1.  !lett 	..t.it 	-T.'174:, 
This picture was taken aft#1.- the rescue of a 
navigator. The rescue took place on 13 Jan 70. 	. 
The crew from Left to Right: Capt C.C. Adams(CP), 
TSgt Don Smith (RS), Sgt Robert Laframboise(FE), 
Sgt Curt Phythian(RS), Capt George HittIe(AC). 
Lt Col Sidney Sosnow,37th Commander is at far right. 
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TRAINING 
NAVIGATOR UTILIZES 
TRAINING TO SURVIVE 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
NAHA AB, Okinawa,—At the U.S. 

Air Force Survival School, the instruc-
tors say that when you find yourself in a 
survival situation, never give up. They 
also tell you to stay in good physical 
condition, and they teach you a few 
basic techniques which are essential for 
survival. 

Captain Laurence C. Johnson, a navi-
gator in the 21st Tactical Airlift Squad-
ron here, must have been a very good 
student, for he survived a dramatic ex-
perience which probably would have 
been fatal for most people. 

Minn NIGHT 
On the night of Jan 12, 1970, Captain 

Johnson and his 374 TAW air crew were 
performing a routine flare/forward air 
control mission over rough, jungle ter-
rain in Southeast Asia. The crew had 
completed its assigned task and was pre-
paring to return to base in its C-130 Her-
cules aircraft. 

In performing their mission, it was 
necessary to have one ot the paratroop 
doors open so that special equipment 
used by the navigator could be operated 
effectively. Johnson had been working 
with this equipment, and for reasons of 
safety, had attached a chest-pack type 
parachute to his parachute harness. 

PULLED OUT THE DOOR 
While working near an open door, his 

chute popped, and with a sickening feel-
ing. he saw his parachute canopy being 
pulled out into the aircraft's slipstream. 
In fractions of a second, he was jerked 
from the aircraft by the deploying chute, 
and he suddenly found himself falling 
through space. 

A few seconds after leaving the air-
craft, Johnson was able to gather his 
wits and assess his situation, His first 
reaction was to look up and check his 
canopy. As lie suspected from the rush 
of air as he descended, his canopy was a 
"roman candle " a streamer; in other 
words, the chute had failed to open. In 
his own words, here's what he did next: 

'1 climbed the left riser until I reach-
ed the shroud lines. I grabbed them and 
jerked rigortnisis ..This resulted in a partial 

canopy blossom of approximately eight 
feet in diameter. but the shock of this 
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lines. This small canopy was not stable, 
and it kept opening and closing. I real-
ized the canopy size was not sufficient 
and started back up the riser when 1 saw 

the top of the ridge line ground. I aban-
doned my attempt to increase my cano-
py and assumed the normal entry posi-
tion. I modified this by tensing my mus-

cles as much as possible, hoping this 

would absorb the shock. At the speed! 
was trareling. I really didn't expect it to 
make any difference. I can't say honest-, 
ly that I realized any sequence of events 
in landing—the next thing I remember. I 

had no sensation of .severity of impact. 
but I saw a momentary flash." 

HITS GROUND AT 55mph 
Based on his initial altitude of approx-

imately 10,000 feet and the estimated 8- 
foot canopy, it was calculated that John-
son impacted the ground at a speed of 
55 miles per hour. 

According to Captain Johnson, he did 
not lose consciousness lax his alertness 
from the moment of landing, which was 
extremely fortunate for his ordeal was 
not yet over. He was still out in a hos-
tile wilderness, perhaps in the midst of 
unfriendly troops who might even then 
be converging on his place of landing. 

Luckily, one of his survival radios was 
working, and he was able to contact his 
aircraft. His aircraft commander assured 
him that help was on the way and that 
he would be picked up after first light. 

While talking to his crew, Johnson 
began to realize that he was experiencing 
a great deal of pain in his chest area and 
left leg. His forehead had been cut when 
he was jerked out of the aircraft and it 
was bleeding profusely. This not only 
blurred his vision, but also caused him to 
fear that he might become unconsoou: 
Irons loss of blood. He tried to stop the 
bleeding but was unsuccessful. 

EVALUATES SITUATION 
His next impulse was to evaluate his 

situation and decide on courses of ac-
tion. There he was, on a night so dark 
he couldn't see his hand in front of his 
face and injured so severely that the 
slightest movement caused him intense 
pain. He was unable to walk and barely 
able to crawl in a jungle probably in-
fested with unfriendly troops whose 
movements he was already beginning to 
detect. 

Twice during the night, while he 
waited for daybreak and rescue, he heard 
search parties, which he assumed were 
hostile, fanning out through the under-
growth, undoubtedly looking for him. 
One grout) of about five persons stopped  

within ISO feet of his position and talked 
in an unfamiliar language before they 
moved on without discovering him. 

Time passed slowly as he waited for 
the search and rescue effort to begin, lie 
amused himself by attempting to touch 
the small eyes of curious animals around 
him with his radio antennae. 

As dawn broke. he heard the approach 
of an A-I Skyraider aircraft. As Johnson 
relates it, "I notified the pilot that I had 
not had contact with any actively hos-
tile forces nor any indication of ground 
personnel near my location for two 
hours." Shortly thereafter. a "Jolly 
Green Giant" helicopter was in the air 
over his position dropping a jungle pene-
trator. The penetrator landed about 150 
feet from Johnson's position, but it took 
him several minutes to reach it because 
of his physical condition and the dense 
undergrowth. 

RIDE TO SAFETY 
Finally, he reached the penetrator. 

He slipped his head and arms through 
the safety harness and attempted to 
climb on the seat. He was unable to get 
on the seat and so was pulled up through 
the vines, underbrush and trees by the 
harness alone into the helicopter. He 
was taken to Da Nang, and from there, 
returned to his home at Naha Air Base, 
Okinawa, 

Captain Johnson can thank his lucky 
stars. But you can he sure his survival 
wasn't all luck. He gives a lot of credit 
to his Air Force survival training and to 
his excellent physical condition (the re-
sult of a daily jogging program) for turn-
ing a potentiall ■ tragic sequence of 
events into a happy homecoming. 

CAPTAIN .1011\ SON CHECKS RADIO 


