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- DECLASSIFIED

vor the helicopter picked up

After finali& locating
groundfire, but it was immediately supressed by Major Knox and Lt Bender.
Shortly thereafter the second successful pickup was effected .

On Dec 5th commenced one of the most drsmatic and prolonged
rescue attempts to be recorded in the history of the Southeast Asian
conflict. Every squadron pilot participated in this most hazardous SAR
which was strewn over a three day period.,

The much publicized rescue of lst Lt Woodrew Bergeren Jr. took
place in one of the most heavily defended and inaccessible locations in
the entire Steel Tiger area. Many damaged A-1ls and Jolly Green helciopters
stand as evidence to that fact alone. After spending 51 hours on the
ground and having anxiously witnessed sixteen attempts at a rescue, Lt
Bergeren was finally picked up on the third day. Hobo pilots flew on
every conceivable sortie from Sandy and direct strikes in the immediate
location of the survivor to laying a smoke secreen or CBU in tﬁe aresg.

The precision and fortitude displayed by the participating pilots played
a decisive role in the daily safety of the survivor and in the ultimate
guccessful conclusion of the entire eplsode,

With bul a two-week interlude, the Hobos were again engaged in
a SAR, this time for the two survivors of a Marine A-/4, One pilot was
severly injured =»nd a promt pickup was paramount, Working in one of the
heavier defended locations the A-1 pilots cleared the terrain of numerous
gun positions sni eliminated most of the groundfire arommd the survivors,
With squadron pilots flying in both the Sandy position and on gtrike

sorties, a successful rescue was performed with minimal battle damage to
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