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extinguishing the fire within 15 seeonds and immediately removed the crewmembers from the aircraft.
(TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM THE ACCIDENT REPORT DATED 18 OCTOBER 1968 BY LT. COL.
ROBERT M. FOSTER)

WHAT HAPPENED : The primary cause of this major aircraft aeccident was material failure of the azimuth bar
to "L" crank rod. This caused an in-flight disintegration of the rotor system and loss of aireraft control.

Tail No.: 65-07942  Model: UH-1F Date of Loss: 27 Nov 68 Unit: 20" SOS, Ban Me Thuot
Country of Loss: Cambodia Cali Sign: Green Hornet

Crew Chief: Gene P. Stuifbergen (38W-79)

Notes: On 27 November 1968 SSGT Gene P. Stuifbergen, Flight Engineer, and a native of Augusta, Michigan,
was aboard a UH-1F slick on a combat mission over Phu Nhai Village; Rotanokiri Prov., Cambodia, 10 miles
west of Duc Lo, SVN. On this mission, his crew attempted to infikirate a combined 6-man U.S. Army Special
Forees and South Vietnamese Forces Team into an enemy bivouae area situated in a deep ravine and
surrounded by heavy jungle. As the heavily laden Huey began its steep approach into a ten foot hover, it
immediately came under a fusiilade of enemy anti-aireraft and small arms fire. During the melee, an enemy
round ripped through the flight controls, causing the aireraft to crash inte the landing zone and burst into
flames. The pilots, a gunner, and two American team members escaped the inferno, but SSGT Stuifbergen and
the remainder of the team were hopelessly trapped; apparently dying underneath the buming wreckage. Only
five of the ten onboard were rescued. Several desperate attempts were made to rescue and recover SSGT
Stuifbergen and the remainder of the team but became futile due to stiff enemy resistance. SSGT Stwifbergen is
presently listed officially in the "Presumptive status of Dead, Body not recovered,” and is the first 20" SOS
enlisted crewmember to perish in combat operations.

Tail No.: Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 25Dec 67 Unit: 40" ARRS, NKP, THA
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Jolly Green 17

PJ: Charles D. King (36W-76)

Location of Loss: 170600N 1055600E (WD980925)

Notes: On Christrnas Eve, 1968, an F-105, cali sign "Panda 0 1", was shot down over Laos between the eity of
Ban Phaphifang and the Ban Karai Pass. Its pilot, Major Charles R. Brownlee, successfully ejected and his
parachute drifted into an area known to be occupied by enemy troops. These troops had in the past aggressively
pursued downed pilots and contested SAR efforts. Two HH-3E's, Jolly Green's {5 and {7, on airborne alert
immediately proceeded to the incident site. Upon arrival, the Sandy's placed them in a high orbit. The on-scene
commander discovered a parachute in the trees. Numerous attempts were made to raise Major Brownlee on his
survival radio. It was late in the day and darkness quickly covered the jungle. There was no survival radio
contact from Major Brownlee. The reseue helicopters did not have a night combat reseue capabitity and were
ordered to retumn to NKP.

A first light SAR was organized to return to the area on Christmas Day. The crew of Jolly low were all
volunteers: Major Reinhart, aircraft commander, Captain Gibson, eo-pilot, Sergeant Gallaghar, {light engineer,
and A1C Charles D. King, pararescueman. Once again the Jolly's were placed in a high orbit and the Sandy's
began trolling for ground fire. Enemy troops did not take the bait. Not drawing any ground fire Sandy fead told
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Doug King had only a few weeks left in Vietnam and had his orders to go stateside. It was a dangerous mission
that Christmas Day but he volunteered to go. He was trained as a Special Forces Parareseugman for this kind of
mission.

For ten years he was listed as missing in action. Every attempt was and still is being made for a full accounting.

In 1993, a delegation of United States Congressmen went to North Vietnam. They, along with the Joint
Casualty Resolution Center, were allowed in the Central Army Museum in Hanoi. In that muscum, they found
a Geneva Convention card with Doug's name, rank, service number, and date of birth. With that eard, was an
envelope with the same information plus some writing in Vietnamese. The information of the letter indicated
that he had been shot and killed that Christmas Day in 1968.

"I think it's important for people who knew and loved hirn to bring some closer to 30 years of not knowing
what had happened. We are more fortunate than some MIA families, as we have some information. Qur efforts
gontinue for a futl aceounting.”

During his missing status, he was promoted from Airman First Class to Chief Master Sergeant. He reecived the
Air Medal on July 4, 1968. He was awarded the Air Foree Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Silver
Star, The Purple Heart and the Air Medal ( First Qak Leaf Cluster) posthumously for his extraordinary heroism.
Doug has been recognized and honored for his professional dedication, his courage and valor throughout our
nation by the USAF naming a dormitory, King Manor at Andrews AFB, near Washington, D.C., on June 2,
1979. At Seott AFB, 1lhinos, Ist Street was renamed King Street in his honor on June 28, [979. On February
27,1990, a new dormitery was named King Manor at March AFB, California, and on November 15, 1996 at
Hickham AFB, Hawaii, building 1856 was dedicated to his memory for paying the ultimate price as a young
Pararescueman in South East Asia.

Signed : Sherry L King (sister)

Tail No.: 63-13164 Model: UH-1F Date of Loss: 03 Jan 69 Unit: 20™ SOS, Ban Me Thuot
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Green Homet

Gunner: Ronald P Zenga (35W-31)

Noles: Aireraft was shot down near Due Lap while atternpting to reseue a Speeial Forees patrol, The aireraft
The aireraft was struck by intense ground fire while corning to a hover to attempt a McGuire Rig extraction.
After taking eight hits the aircraft departed the area and the gunships suppressed the ground fire. A second
approach was made. As they came to a hover above the trees enemy fire struek the fuel eclls setting the aireraft
on fire. They were able to accelerate the aircraft and attempted a landing in a small jungle clearing less than
500 meters from the enerny forces surrounding the Special Forces patrol. The engine failed just short of the
clearing and the helicopter crashed into the trees. Sgt. Zenga was pinned under the aircrafl and died in the
ensuing fire.

Tail No: 62-12582  Model: CH-3C Date of Loss: 17 Jan 69 Unit: 20th SOS, Udom
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Pony Express 20

Pilot: Walter W, Martin (34W-26)
Co-Pilot: Richard A. Fleming (34W-23)
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fire impacting on a critical compencnt causing an unbalanced condition or failure icading to a severe beat or
vibration.

Tail No.: 65-07937  Model: UH-IF Date of Loss: |3 Apr69 Unit: 20" SOS, Ban Me Thuot
Country of Loss: Pleiku, SVN Call Sign: Green Hornet

Pilot: James O. Lynch (27W-75)

Notes: Shot down by ground fire attempting to extract a reconnaissance team. Captain Lynch was killed by
hostile ground fire.

Tail No.: 59-1562  Model: HH-43 Date of Loss: 19 Jul 69 Unit: 38" ARRS, U-Tapao RTAFB
Country of Loss: Thatland  Call Sign: Maple 02

Pilot: Warren K. Davis (20W-18)
P.}.: Harry Cohen (02E-40)

Notes: flying SAR for buming B-52 at UJ-Tapao, B-52 exploded causing the helicopter to crash.

Tail No.: Model: HH-53 Date of Loss: SDec 69 Unit: 40™ ARRS, NKP, THA
Country of Loss: Laos Cali Sign:

PJ: David M. Davison (15W-27)

Notes:

Tail No.: 66-14434 Model: HH-53B Date of Loss: 28 Jan 70 Unit: 40th ARRS,
Country of Loss: NVN Call Sign: Jelly Green 71

Pilot: Holly G. Bell (14W-73)

Co-Pilot: Leonard C. Leeser (14W-75)

Fiight Engineer: Witliam C. Shinn (14W-77)

P.1: William D. Prueti (14W-76)

P.J: William C. Sutton (14W-77)

Other: Gregory L. Anderson (Photographer) (14W-73)

Notes: hit by missile fired from MIG during SAR for SEABIRD 02 (F-105G). The Mig-2! was piloted by Vu
Ngoc Dinh who then had 6 total kills. He was with the 921st Flight Regiment,

Tail No.: 64-15491  Model: UH-IP Date of Loss: 14 Mar 70 Unit: 20" SOS, Ban Me Thuot
Country of Loss: Duc Lap, Quang Duc, SVN Cali Sign: Green Hornet

Pilot: Dana A. Dilley (13W-126)
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1968 (cont)

16 Aug 68

5 Oct 68

2% oct 68

Dec 68

24 Dec-
25 Dec 68

Heavy rains along the south coast of Korea caused severe flood-
ing, stranding many Koreans. The HH-43 crews from Detachments
4 and 10, Pacific ARRC, saved the lives of 75 Koreans,

Two Hi-3s assigned to the 37th ARR Squadron were scrambled from
Da Mang, Vietnam, to extract a ground party in the vicinity of
the A Shau Valley. In the course of the mission one of the
HH-3s was disabled and forced to return to base, The other HH-3
was shot down and destroyed. Three more HH-3s were scrambled to
recover a total of eight survivors on the ground. Major Don P.
Olsen and his crew went into the rescue site, hoisted all eight
survivors into the aircraft, and successfully returned to Da
Nang. Major Olsen was awarded the Air Force Cross.

During a hoist training mission at the b8th ARR Squadron, Wheelus
AB, Libya, an HH-3 pilot observed a collision between two F-100s
on the runway. The pilot of one aircraft rolled clear. The air-
borne HH-3 was positioned to direct the smoke and flames away
from the engulfed cockpit of the second aircraft, allowing the
pilot to escape. The helicopter landed, and pararescuemen aboard
administered first aid to the injured pilot, who was placed
ahoard the HH-3 and taken to an ambulance.

Sergeant Steve M. Northern, a pararescueman, completed 30 months
in Southeast Asia (SEA} and personally recorded a total of 51
combat saves. He received two
Silver Stars during his tours
in SEA. Later, in 1970,
Sergeant Northern was killed
in an industrial accident in

Los Angeles.

i}

Sergeans Sceve M. Nerthenn
Hil-3 aircrews from Detachment
1, 40th ARR Squadron were
engaged in a mission involv-

ing the rescue of a downed

pilot in Laos., On

24 December a chute was
spotted, and on 25 Occember a rescue task force returned and
Airman First Class Charles D, King, a pararescueman, was lowered
at the site, where he located the downed pilot and secured him
to the hoist. At this point enemy automatic weapon f{ire was
directed at the plane, Airpan Xing, and the pilot on the ground.
Airman King transmitted the message, "I'm hit. I'm hit. Pull



1968 (cont)

24 Dec-
25 Dec 68
{cont)

26 Dec-
29 Dec 68

1969

22 Jan 69
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up, Pull up,” and the air-
craft immediately exited,
snapping off the hoist cable.
Airman King {(later Chief
Master Sergeant King) was
declared missing in action
{MIA) until 5 Deecember 1978,
when he was declared killed
in action ({KTA).

Crnief Magter Sergeant
Z Xing.

Crarles D.
Turkish Detachment 84,
Atlantic ARRC,

HH-43s5 in support of rescue

provided two

operations during a flood

disaster in the vicinity
af Tarsus,
Turkey.
During the
mission
ARRS pro-
vided
assistance
to 416
Dersons

and saved
72 persons.

Three pararescuemen asSigned to the 76th ARR Squadron were air-
dropoved to the Yugoslavian ship M<lo Praea? at a point about

700 miles southeast of Honolulu, Hawaii. They aided two sailors
who were critically burned. Later,

Staff Sergeant Robert G,

the three pararescuemen,

Master Sergeant Paul L. Jenkins, ttheeler,

and Sergeant Gragory Wikel, received an award called the annual

“Plava Vrpca" {or Blue Ribbon} from a Zegreb newspaper.
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Pararescue Creed
itismydutyas a
Pararescueman to
save a life and to aid the

injured. AN
: ; BB EAN N
| will perfc_:rm my assigned pelsa Lo
duties quickly Nev-cwr

and efficiently, placing these
duties before
personal desires and comforts.
These things | do,
"That Others May Live."

This page was created at the request of a very special man, Douglas J. McGill Jr.
USAF PARARESCUE, RETIRED, (66-87). He provided me with information for my
page for SGT. Larry Wayne Maysey and we coliaborated on a page for SGT. James
Douglas Locker. This page is our latest collaboration:

@ Name: Charles Dougias "Doug" King

¢ Rank/Branch: E4/US Air Force

2 Serial Number: 483543892

% Unit: 40th Air Rescue & Recovery Squadron, NKP TH
2 Date of Birth: 29 March 1946

® Home City of Record: Muscatine |A

htip//www scally.com/lorric/mias.hiuml 3/13/99
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& Date of Loss: 25 December 1968
2 Country of Loss: Laos
2 Loss Coordinates: 170600N 1055600E (WD9803925)
® Status (in 1973): Missing in Action
2 Category: 2 - Suspected Knowledge
This category includes personnel who were:
A. involved in the same incidents as individuals reported in category 1
(Confirmed Knowledge), or
B. Lost in areas or under such conditions that they may reasonably be
known by the enemy, or
C. Connected with an incident which was discussed but not identified by
name in the enemy news media, or
D. Probably identified through analysis of all-source intelligence.
2 Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: HH3E Jolly Green Giant Combat Rescue Helicopter
(Jolly Green 17)
& The Wail: Panel 36W - Row 76

Other Personnel In Incident
Charies R. Browniee (missing from F105D)

Source

Compiled by Homecoming 1l Project 15 March 1991 from one or more of the following:
raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with POW/MIA
families, published sources, interviews. Updated by the P.O.W. NETWORK 1998.

Synopsis

On Christmas Eve, 1968, Major Charles R. Brownlee's F105D aircraft was shot down
over Laos between the city of Ban Phaphilang and the Ban Karai Pass. Brownlee
successfully ejected from his plane and landed safely on the ground.

On Christmas Day, Doug King volunteered to be aboard an HH3E helicopter [eaving
Nakhon Phenom Air Base to rescue Major Brownlee. The helicopter located the pilot,
believed to be dead by then, and King was lowered 100 feet into the jungle to the
ground. Once on the ground, King freed Brownlee from his parachute, secured him to
the rescue device and dragged him to a point near the hovering helicopter.

Suddenly enemy soldiers closed in and began firing. King radioed that he was under
fire and for the helicopter to puil away. Brownlee was secured to the hoist cable, but
King had not yet secured himself to the cable. When the helicopter pulied away, the
hoist line snagged in a tree and broke, dropping King and Brownlee about 10 feet to
the ground.

No news surfaced about King or Brownlee untit February 1986, when a Lao refugee
came to the United States and reported that he had witnessed King's capture, and
watched as he was taken away in a truck. The refugee's story matched most details of
King's loss incident. Less clear were the details of Brownlee's fate.

When the last American troops left Southeast Asia in 1975, some 2500 Americans
were unaccounted for. Over 10,000 reports, such as that of the Lao refugee, received

http://wwiw.scally.com/lorric/miaS.himl 3/13/99
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by the U.S.Government since 1975 build a strong case for belief that hundreds of
these "unaccounted for" Americans are still alive and in captivity.

"Unaccounted for” is a term that should apply to numbers, not men. Nearlty 600 men
were left behind in Laos, and our government did not negotiate their release. We, as a
nation, have a moral and legal obligation to do everything we can to find these men
and bring them home. Until we do, there can be no "peace with honor” from the
Vietnam war.

During the period they were maintained Missing in Action, Charles R. Brownlee was
promoted to the rank of Colonel, and Charles D. King to the rank of Chief Master
Sergeant.

Who Was Doug King

On Chrisimas. Day 1968, AfC Chan’os-. :
D. King, & 40th: ARRS parargscusman, : :
and his lollow HH-3 crew members sef
- oul 1o find a downed piol i Laos. -
 When they locatod him, King do-
scendad, freed the woundad pilot frent .
his parachule, and secured him (o the -
.. hoigl. However, a8 K:ng triod (o
manc»uvor the pilol fe a'spot beneath
tite helicoprer, interise enamy fire
erupfod. wounding Kirg and hitling the
chopper. King told the HH-3 pilel lo pulf
up, The hoist cable snagged in a tree .
and pulied foose from the mouni; His .
instructions io the Jolly Greeq saved ..
. thg aircralt and crow. Two days of -
saﬂrchmg for King ware yasuccassiul.
He was declared migsing in aetion uniil:
Dec. 5. 1978, whon he was listed as
‘killod e aclion.

Special thanks to Air Force Magazine for aliowing me o use the picture and
article that appeared in the April 1998 issue about enlisted Air Force Cross recipiants.

"On Christmas Day, 1968, Airman King, a Pararescueman, and his crewmembers set
out to find a downed American pilot in Vietnam. When they located him, still in his
parachute, Airman King volunteered to rescue him. On the ground, he freed the
wounded pilot from his chute and secured him to the hoist. However, as they were
waiting to be lifted, intense enemy fire severly wounded Airman King and endangered
the lives of those aboard the helicopter. Because the crew was in peril, Airman King
told the pilot to leave even though he was al risk of being captured or losing his own
life. in fact. he was Killed in action during the incident."

This is the text of Doug King's Air Force Cross award.

http:/Awww.scally.conviorrie/miaS. html 3/13/99
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The following is a press release dated December 17, 1998, from Sherry King, Doug
King’s sister:

Christmas Day 1998 will mark the Thirtieth Year Anniversary of a rescue mission
in the jungles of L.aos, where a Muscatine, A, native gave his life in an attempt
to rescue a downed Air Forge pilot, Major Charles R, Browniee, of Alamosa, CO.

Doug King had only a few weeks left in Vietnam and had his orders to go
stateside. It was a dangerous mission that Christmas Day but he volunteered to
go. He was trained as a Special Forces Pararescuman for this kind of mission.

For ten years he was listed as missing in action. Every attempt was and still is
being made for a full accounting.

In 1993, a delagation of United States Congressmen went to North Vietnam.
They, along with the Joint Casuaity Resolution Center, were allowed in the
Central Army Museum in Hanoi. In that museum, they found a Geneva
Convention card with Doug's name, rank, service number, and date of birth. With
that card, was an envelope with the same information plus some writing in
Vietnamese. The information of the letter indicated that he had been shot and
kifled that Christmas Day in 1968.

"| think it's important for people who knew and loved him to bring some closer to
30 years of not knowing what had happened. We are more fortunate than some
MIA families, as we have some information. Our efforts continue for a full
accounting.”

During his missing status, he was promoted from Airman First Class to Chief
Master Sergeant Sergeant. He received the Air Medal on July 4, 1968. He was
awarded the Air Force Cross, the Distingushed Flying Cross, the Silver Star, The
Purple Heart and the Air Medal { First Oak Leaf Cluster) postumously for his
extraordinary heroism. Doug has been recognized and honored for his
professional dedication, his courage and valor throughout our nation by the
USAF naming a dormitory, King Manor at Andrews AFB, near Washington, D.C.,
on June 12, 1979. At Scott AFB, illinois, 1st Street was renamed King Street in
his honor on June 28, 1979. On February 27, 1890, a new dormitory was named
King Monor at March AFB, California, and on November 15, 1996 at Hickham
AFB, Hawaii, building 1856 was dedicated to his memory for paying the uitimate
price as a young Pararescuemar in South East Asia.

Signed : Sherry L King (sister)

http://www.scally.com/lorrie/miaS. html 3/13/99
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The Des Moines Register
Saturday, December 26, 1998

Brother's Final Mission Sparks Sister's Memories
by Clayworth Jason

Christmas was more than a holiday to Sherry King of Muscatine. it was 30 years
agoe on Christmas Day that her brother, Doug, was presumably kilied in Laos
while attempting to rescue a downed Air Force pilot.

Doug King is one of nearty 40 servicemen from lowa still unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia.

"l always think about this more around the holidays," King said.

On Christmas Day 1968, King volunteered for what officials say was his final
mission. But it wasn't until 1993 that King realized she would never see her
brother again.

That's when US officials were aliowed into the Central Army Museum in Hanoi,
where personal items from American casualties were kept.

They found an identification card with Doug's name, rank, service number and
date of birth and an envelope with a card inside containing the same information,
plus Vietnamese writing that indicated when he had been killed.

"In some respects, it gives me closure,” King said. "if you can helieve the
information we got, he probably wasn't a prisoner of war."

Doug King was a student at lowa State University in 1966 when he enlisted in
the Air Force. He was 24 when he disappeared. Besides the Air Force Cross,
King was awarded the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal and
Purple Heart.

"He was in a fraternity at lowa State,” his sister said. “He was kind of a fun- |
loving person who enjoyed life and was liked by everyone. He was one of the
good guys."

King said she is searching to discover how the card and the information made its
way to the museum. About eight years ago, she said, a Vietnamese immigrant

recounted to authorities an event that King believes was the last moments of her
brother's life.

"He said a pilot was pulling up another pilot to the helicopter when the cable
broke," King said. "He gave the location and time and everything. "

She has placed a wreath at the All War Memorial at the Muscatine Courthouse

http:/Awwiw seally.convlorrie/mias.htmi 3/13/99
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Square.

"In some ways, it hasn't ended for us,” she said. "We are still iooking for a ful
account. We know someone, somewhere, has a full account of where he was
buried.”

What You Can Do

While it is a great sadness to know a loved one is dead and his body is lying far from
home, the greater tragedy is those known to have been prisoners of war who did not
return, and those who are missing in action.

Since the war ended, "several million documents” and "over 250,000 interviews"” have
been reviewed relating to Americans prisoner, missing or unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia. Many officials who have reviewed this largely-classified information
are convinced that hundreds of Americans are stili alive in captivity today.

These reports increase the agony for families who want to know what happened to
their sons, fathers and brothers. if, as the U.S. Government seems to believe, all the
men are dead, it's time the information was declassified so that all can understand the
fates of these heroes. if, as many believe, men are still alive, it's time they were
brought home to bring the war in Vietnam to an honorable end.

i cannot emphasize enough how important it is to keep pushing this issue inside the
Beltway. The need to get specific answers is more important now than ever before. If
still alive, some MiAs are now in their 70s. They don't have much time left. We have to
demand the answers from the bureaucrats and keep standing on their necks
(figuratively speaking) until they get the message that THEY work for US and that we

are serious about getting these long overdue responses. Diplomatic considerations
aside...

Write your government officials. Let them know that WE CARE about these
abandoned men and women! To obtain email addresses for the Senate, Congress
and White House,and sample letters, click the White House banner:

hutp://www.scally.com/lorrie/mia3.fuml 3/13/99
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DEPAR AIR FORCE _
"DET 1. 40TH AEROSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC)

l-r-;afe. CACERARpSCeo 96310

REPLY TO

ATTH OF: RCC

y (Date) o ]
sugsgct:  Mispion Narrative Report (2--3-082-8359, 24525 Dec 68) (U)

1o: BDet 1-40 C
‘3rd ARRGP (JSARC)
"IN TURN

1. (U) This report is submitted IAW ARRSM SS—E/Brd ARRGP Sup 1,
dated 11 July 1968,

(8) On 24 Decenber 1968, Jolly Green 17 was flying airborne orbit
in the vicinity of channel 89 when alerted by "Shoestring® for a i _
possible S3R mission, Jolly Green 17 proceeded to the border of Laos
east of Channel 89 and commenced climb prior to crossing., At 1610L
Compress cleared Jolly Green 17 10 proceed to holding area approximately
1030/60/89 Jolly Green 17 was joirned by Jolly Green 15 at the orbit
position and Sandies ¢ and 10 were flying cover, The weather ir the
entire area was clear, Sandies 1 and 2 and a Nall Fal were searching
for the survivor of Panda 01 at 102¢/68/389 without success. A chute
a5 seoited at the anoroxinate logaticn wihema She moparfune cend cotm
DUT 1% WS LhUNSnT SO De Irom scme other source becsuse the survivor had
been seen Lo disappear into the trees in a different place., As
conuact was made wiih the survivor, tne S3aR forces were reburned to base

at L7305, Ienting at 18204, A firct lizhi effort was planned for the
following mexrning and at 0515L, Joily Green 17 (low) and 09 (high),
departed Channel 89 for the same holding point, The holding area was
reachned at 0555L with Sandies 3 and 4 escorting the heL*ﬂopters. Sandies

-

1 and 2 and a ¥ail Fal were conducting the search, - Still, no radio
_onokact with Porda Q1 and at apnproxdnately 0650L, the aecl lon to sead
“Jolly Green 17 in for a look at %the chuSe was gade to determine from the
air wheller anyone Wes in the harness, Heifsre any action ceuld be
starT®d, oindy < aeveloped irouble with one of his wing ports coming
open causing hin Lo have to RT3 4o Chammel 29, He was eacortcd by Sﬂ.dy
1, It was decided to wzit until Sandies 7 and 8 arrived to replace 1

end 2, Sandies 7 and 8 arrived on scene and took over for 3 ond 4 who
weni to the scene with Sandy 1, to be shown the location of the chute,
Everything was sev and Jolly Green 17 and 09 moved froa the holding peint
and croszed route 911 to hizh karst NE of the scere, Jolly Green 17
dropged tips and ecomenced descent at apnrosdimately 0815L,  After arrival
at tree vop level, Sgndies and the laid FiC tried to vector Jolly Creen
17 tc the chute bu could not do so as they had lost signt of the
locatione. After several minutes of tree top flying, Jolly Green 17 was
t0ld “o climh back out urtil the chute could be relocated, 4&s the clizb
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out was initiated one of the Sandies svotted the chute apgain and was

able to vector Jolly Green 17 ﬁmmﬁmm—ﬁ.Ew 0825L
Jolly Green 17 came to a hover over the chute. The Flight Engineer and
Pararescue Specialist reported seeing a man hanging in the harness, inert
and helmetless. There had been no ground fire or sighting of any
personnel by any of the SaR forces up to this time. The Fararescue
Technician, AlC Charles D. King, yglunteered to descend on the venetrator
to recover the pilot, As the hoist started down the chute was dislodged
by rotor hlast and fell tco the jungle floor, Jdolly Green 17 was hovering
in the tree tops approximately 125 feet above ground. The area of hovex
was covered by a double jungle canopy with a dense jungle under-growth
allowing only occasiocnal glimpses of the ground. The Flight Engineer,
Technical Sergeant Jerome M. Casey, stated that afier Airman King was
lowered to the ground, he asked for meore slack and dragged the penetrator
to & distance of about 30 feet through the underbrush and under a large
fallen tree or large branch to the inert pilot, He released the chute
and attached the man tc the penetrator. Then called for up hoist and was
using the hoist to drag the man over to the area beneath the helicopter.

While he still had about 10 fest to go, automatic weavons fire broke out
and Airman King was heard to ~=11 out ¥I!m hit, 1t hit, Pull up, Pull un®,

At the same ilime Joliy Green 17 stoarted taking hits 1n the formgmrd part
of the main cabin ares from directly beneath the helicopter. The pilot
immediately initiated a cILad OUT O vie nover, 1ne penetrator snagszed
and snapned tie cable after pulling the hoist lecse from ids mounis.
Jolly Green 17 clinbed to aliiitude and returned io base. Airman King was
left on the ground, His condition is unimown as no further convact was
made witn nTa though the SAR force remzined in the arsa until 1000L, The
above actions took place beiween 0825L and 0830L. The weather during the
entire mission was clear, visibiliiy unresiricted with light winds,

Jolly Green 15 znd 16 were dizpatched gt 0805L a5 back-up and arrived in
the holding arez at zpprowimately 0845L., The condition of the pilot in
the chute was never deuermined due io the attack on airman King and Joliy
Green 17. Yo surviving crew menber of Jolly Gresn 17 ever saw the enemy
rersonnel doing the £firing, Airman Hingls warnine to oull uo, undeubhedl-r

LaniIol1r Green 17 from heins shot down. Lhe aciion scene was near the

. . r - " - - i srs . . -
junction of route 911 and 912, the major liorth Vietnanese infiliration
route to South Vietnam. Rescort, Crown and Nail Fil support was excellent,

Radieo discipline was good throughout tie mission. The eney apparently had
the chute located and ecarefully withheld firing until the helicopter was in

its most vulnerahle position. The pilol in the parachute never did zive
any sirms of life, The armor plating in the floor under the copilos
derinitely saved him from a sericus wound, Jolly Green 17 was the only
rescie vehicle hit, The bullets were .30 celiber prokobly fired from
ai-47 type weapons, Three bullets penetrated the frani fyel tanks, one
under the copilot's seat and three in the space between the fuel tank,
Electronic search for Jolly Green 17 pararescue specialist was maintained
2 days, The next day, 26 December 1968, several beeper signals were
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picked up from near the area. The S54R forces were dispatched at 1416L
and proceeded to the Panda ares. On arrival all beever sisnals ceased,

The SAR force was returned to base at 10USL Wit £ Sandies remaining in

the area to conduct furtker electronic and visual search. With no
success, the Sandies returrned to base at 1620L,

3. (B) There was no survivor oxn this mission.
Le (U) Jolly Green Crewmembers Were:

24 Decenber 1968

JOLLY GREEN 15 (Loyw) JOLLY GREZN 77 (High)
Capt Richard Harwood RCC Lt Col William Cameron
Capt Hoger Gibson RCCP Capt  James Qliver
ISgt Arthur Krumm ' FE I8gt Jerome Casey
Sgt  Clinton Caffall RS A1C Charles King

25 Decenmber 1968 -~ Alert

JOLLY GREEN 17 (Low) JOLLY GREEN 09 (High

Lt Col ¥illiam Cameron RCC Capt Richard Hammod

Capt  Robert Heron LCP Capt Hoger Gibzen

TSgt  Jerome Casey I'E T8gt Arthur Krumn

Aac Charles King " RS Szt  Clinton Caffall -
e A ———

23 December 1968 ~ Back-up

JOLEY GRESN 16 (Lowr) JOLLY ox=mil 16 {Eizh)
Major Thomas Reinhardt RCC Capv  James Qliver
Major Dale Weeden RCCP Lt Col John Morse
Bzt Lee Maples rE Sgt Henry BDurneti
ALC Barry Hebert RS &6 Leland Sorensen
5 anber 1968

JOLLY GIEEM 09 (Low) o JOLLY GREZN 15 (Hiosh)
s Lance Bagan (USCG) "/ RCC Capt  Janmes Oliver
Capt  Samuel heate RCCP Lt Col Joan Yorse
M8zt Lee Maples Fa TSzt Leroy Wright
ALC Barry Hetert B3 A1C Douglas horka
ISgt  Dalford Widzer RS

. '}‘, .,, c wpr . ot /
/;?/f_:./’{:-jbvwll%‘ éjéz-%‘bf- -vc'v\ eff:;g;catlun (canc )y%n lznd{//@gf— S )
WILLIUM 6. CAER0H, Lt Col, USAT I g’j}—",?ﬁ?&/vﬁvy—ﬁ Y, A P!
Rescue Crew Commander ~ /ﬁ/@%ﬁ— ‘ -
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IHMEDIATE _ Y
o LI LT
PT 0372 - NS
OTTC2YUN RHAMTSNAODLS 3620817~ cccc--quczsun.
ZNY LCCCC 1760
0 P 2705002 DEC 68 17588 43 34
FM ZARRGP TSH A3 RvN . _
T0 RUEFHOA/ZCSAF AFCP AFXOPFH Classifsc:um(c ed te /ﬁ%{ﬁg’ \

RUCIEUA/MAC MCP MADCOA  ——
 RUCIEUA/ZARSCP SCOTT AFB IL
 RUHHABA/PACARRC PROCP HICKAM AFB HI
INFO 2EN/7AF 00 DOCC DI DP TAN SON NHUT AB RVN
RUKTFJA/USAFMPC AFPMSC RANDOLPH AFB TX
 RAMSMVA/MACY SAIGON RVN

'RUHHABA/CINCPACAF CC

RUKLAAA/TAC 'DOOS LR

" RUMLUHA/39ARRS TUY HOA RVN

RUMOSRA/TUUC UDORN RTAFB THAI

RUMHPD/OL 1 3ARRGP SON TRA RVN

CRUMBPN/DET 1 40ARRS NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THRI
'RUMBPN/602 505 NEKHON PHANOM RTAFR THAI =
RUMBPN/56CUBTSPTIP CBPOPA NAKHON PHANOM RTArR THAT

87

CONFIOERNMTI AL JOPREP UIFFY/RESCUE PE”OPT/ﬁdSAR”
REFERENCE OL2=1" 3ARRGP MISSAGES 25/08342 AND 2A/05177 DZC 6a

A

PAGE 2 WHMISHASOLIB C O NF I DENT T AL

SEGARDILING KB OUE MILLION 2-3~08c-5639 (5NDTAL 95 CMRTEPTL)
DoSRISFING OF TS0T JEROME e CASEY» JOLLY GHEEN 17

FroIGHT ENGINZIEA/HOIST CPERATORY REVEZALS THAY HE IS5 NOT
CERTALN wHoTHER THE PARARESCUEMAN »naS 0N THE FORFST
PEMETRATER AT THZ TIdZ THE HELILOPTYZR wnaS MIT Ay

GAOUND FIRZ aMp TYE HOISZ AND CABLE BROKE A THe HELI-
COPTER PULLID UR TH AVEGID FURTHER BaTTLZ DARGE.

TeE HOISZ CLasbli wpd 0T VEATICAL 3UT ANGLEZD Cvsd &

NIAVY e HORILONTAL TrRIe LIM3, AFTER ALACING THE

We P ARENTLY LAFZLESS 3L0DY OF THE PANMJA FILST ON Tt
PINETRATON, THE PJ #AS TRYINS TO CL-ZAR The Chpie

FAalM THE Liwd AT THE TIME A% CALLEDes 2ItM HIT> AT THE

SAME TIME THE HELICOPTER STARTED RELEZIVIMG MANY

HITS WHITH NZCESLITATED aN IMMEDIAT: PULL UP. TSGT

CASEY wAD INJURED mHEN STRUCK 8Y Tro BROKCHN HOIST

SO CANNGT sf POSITIVEr HUT HE DOES ~OT =ELIEVE THE Classified by
TPy MAD TIME TO MOUNT THE PEZNETRATER AS IT mAS SUBJECT TO 0¥ ZRAL DEC LASSIFICATION:

PULLED BBRJUPTLY URPwaRS. toP=4), SUEDEOF ENEDVTIVE ORDER 11632
‘:_H' ] AUTOLATILAL . YD‘:-"\G"‘meID AT TwWQ
NUUlb Y:HthL_QhUﬁ
NN WG LASSIF I:.Ii 0‘1’ .
Y
b 1y .'
R
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IMMEDIATE SET

K
PT 0308
OTTCZYUW RUMOSRA4B53 3600916:EEEE::BUQIEUA : RECr YLD
ZNY_CCCCC g \[l . VTE AR
0 P 250834Z DEC 68 150ec SIS RECRe g
FM OL2 3ARRGP UDORN RTAF8 THAI
TO RHUTSNA/3ARRGP/JSARC/TSN AB RVN _ 90 1N 382
RUEFHRA/CSAF/AF CP/AFXOPFH/WASHINGTON D C
RUWTRTA/MAC/MCP/MAOCOA/SCOTT AFB ILL AUTIUN 17 U
RUCIEUA/ARSCP SCOIT _AFB_ILL . OE 7. Ty
RUHHABA/PACARRC/PROCP/HICKAM AFB HAWA Zz -3 - :
INFO RHMTSNA/7AF/DOTO/D0/DP/D1/8DPMP/CP/TSN AB RVN Proc v ess
RUNTFJA/USAFMPC/AFPMSC/RANDOLPH AFB TX |
RHMSMVA/MACY SAIGON RVN - _ e
RUHEAB/CINC PACAF/CC/HICKAM AFB HAW
RUKLAAA/TAC/DO0S-LR/LANGLEY AFB VA Classified by

- RUMLJHA/39 ARRS TUY HOA RVN g 'J:EGL‘I‘E.R‘ALDECL;ASSIFICATID‘I

ZEN/TUOC UDORN RTAFB THAI

" RUMHPD/OL=1,» 3ARRGP SON TRA RVA _ | AURORATICAD X/DCWN AITWO ;
“RUMBPN/DET 1 40TH ARRS NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAI  \ruo IxreRvALS /
2$MBPN/502 SOS NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAI DECLASSTFIED ON__

CONFIODFENTTIAL/JOPREP JIFFY/RESCUE REPORT/OL2 3ARRGP/7AF FOR
TACC
1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT.

PAGE 2 RUMOSRA4353 C O N F T DENT I AL - Obce /z(.’//
effe i ne
n

SIEDLECE E.K‘.:.'”CUII‘JE ORDER 11652

2. 2=3=(1B2=~8359

9 8. 5000 SCATTERED: VISIBLITY GOOD.

12. SANDY 1 /24/2325Z /1706N 10555 = ) »

13, DET 1 40TH ARRS/HA3IE/FORREST PENETRATOR/25/0127 pid

14, 1/1/0/0/0/07 YIZ o

15. NOT RECDVEREO.

16, 4/14PLUS20/DET 1 40 ARRS/HH3IE: 8/31PLUSH5/602 SDSs ALEY 279 PLUS3L/

39 ARRS/HC130P/

17/0/0/0/6/NOT AVAILABLE?/0/0/0

184ASE Be SE |

19. As 15 NAUTICAL MILE RADIUS 1706N 10556E. 8. 1 P03 LOCAT

EDe C» 1706N 10556Es De SE He A FIRST LIGHT ZFFORT WAS

ATTEMPTED ON PANDA 1. CROWN 1 WAS ON SCENE AT 24722007,

FEATHERED AN ENGINE AND WAS REPLACED 3Y CROWN 3 LAUNCHED AT

24/2200Z. SANDYS 1 AND 2 ON SCENE AT 242255Zs JOLLY GREENS 90

AND 17 WITH SANOYS 3 AND & ON SCENE AT 24/2305Z. SANDY 2

LOST A WING PANEL AND RETURNED TO NAKHAN PHANOM. SANDYS 7 & 8

WERE LAUNCHED TO REPLACE SANDY 1 & 2. NUMEROUS FAST MOVERS WERE

IN THE AREA. SANDY 1 REPORTED A CHUTE WITH SOMEONE HANGINE IN

IT. AT 25/0122Z JOLLY GREEN 17 WENT IN FOR PICKUP ESCORTED 3Y
H_-_"'_h"-—-——_-\_...._._._.

PAGE 3 RUMOSRA4853 GO N-E- 1.0 F N T L AL

JG 09 AND SANDYS Lr3+4r7+88 PJ WAS LOWEREO BY JG 17 ANO THEY

B:GAN BRINGING UP THE SURVIVOR AND PJ AT 25/01272. THE PJ WAS

FIRED UPON ANO REPORTED HE WAS HIT+ ADVISED THE HELICOPTER TO

PULL UP. THE HOIST WAS LOST WITH 8OTH PERSONNEL. JOLLY GREEN 17

SUSTAINED SEVERAL HITS. AND RETURNED TO QﬁKHON PHANOM, SAR FORCE, REMPUNTD [V
ARED OMTIL 235/06/10 2 WiITH MECN Ukmk2 0E VTNCT oft Gcﬂoﬁﬁ FLETPOMC SHARG onTIETS,
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Cperations and Training
Operations
A e e ——————————"

% &wet of the dry northeast monsocon in October marked 1ncreased

;“ucue specialist was missicg in action on Christmas day.

g_{mc civic setion flights to the Tha Ree mission and to Amphos

3 ?J:aenc continued,”

‘,"aachment One conmnued t0 mainiain fifteen minute ground
, .;at HaRhOn Phanom. The Fortn.eth ARRSq from Udorn RTAFB

'i-—gg_.tha rorth orbit mission. 3y the end of September the HH-

.sf!rom the Fortieth were orbiting north two ocut of thres
.~.- Detachment One was crbitine north every third day. In
_-;-- : to the tho ground alert crews at HKP two more crews Were

_ugned as back-up each day. The back-up crews often flew
".'3&
.ﬂ,'the prlmary crews were scrambled. The morning orLeang

}fk@gQ These are comprehensive briefings of the rapidly

'.-:'_-* :.g order of battle in the Barrel Roll, Steel Tiger and
”}.ound areas. "Bricfing the two organizations at the same
';‘:r'
RS an important factor in the successful Sandy/Jolly Green




BECLASSIFIEED
Yaszsificatron & Rewigw Team

18

seue Tochnicion Miszing in Actian

(8) MA3€ Charles D. Xing, USAT, fren Ded 1, LOARRSa at Malthon

i

d Miszing in Acticn (IfTA) after 2l Docember 1968

‘l Training Excreise

(8)(GP-I)  Scversd wositive action: renwliine Srom Lhe SAR Training

relse conducted in Thedland durdre Zestember 1983 are
(1) 7th Adx Force Lifc Support has included an add-on to SRAOR
S (Survivor:ts Proloctive Face iachk) Tor pretective fase mask decisned

' ﬁifice.lly for Resews

airerer mcmbeors,  In cddition, ASD odvises

» been contracted to develon a survivor

{away masl., OF & B

in SEA is sclwdvled for June 19069,

(2} 7%h Air Poree Plans and lequirements kave requested impach
,v for the (BY-19 and C3U-30 Yo reduco the danger of ground fixe

o2

rigy eonurol agent by RESCORT aircraft,

(2) CﬂU—l?'a are noa giockpiled abt the RESCORT launch basces,

Hajer Jee B, Gracn renlacod Mjor Aabers A, Dunber as Chiefl

: Hirerew Standardization on 1 MNovember 1563.

: ..150»3 Suoporting Docwment 3 o ordsadon marrabivo,

- DECLASSIFIED

SEA Deplassidicalien & Revigs Tam
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# Nov - Grommet 02 missgion continued.

27
2

7§ Dec

=% Dac
o %?:Dac
i3 ﬁinec

?%:G"Dec

al |iDec

=3
=24

—

29

H:Dec

#-Dac

¥ Dac

~-Rescue. of ¥ilestone LO7.

0 Dec

iiﬂec;

i Hov - Retrieval of Raven 30 by Jolly Creen 17.

wSNbv ~ Colonel Burles er 3rd Group and Lt Col
LT ) arrived for visit.

-‘Hesc;ua of Tampa "AV and "B" by Jolly Green 17 (326 -
327).

~ Rescue of Dallas 03 by Jolly Green 36 (328).

- Rescue of Ridge A" by Jolly Greea 15 (329).

- Rascue of Candlestick Ll by Jolly Green 16 (330).

: Pirst light effort for debachment
with Jolly Greens cycling two pairs of Jelly Greens,
“Plckup:finally made by 37th ARRSQ. lLate afternocon
“seramble for Litter 81,

- Rascua of Litter 81 by Jolly Green 36 (331).

- Hedical svacuation from Sakhon Yakhon to Korat by Jolly
Green 16. - Non~combat, non-aircrew save,

- Seramble for Panda Lead,
darkness.,

Search called coff becauyse of

- A2C Charles Xi .ng, PJ on Jolly Green 17, MIA during
“continuation of Panda missicn,

Medical svacuation from Ram Chit Chi to Korat by Jolly
Green 16, Mon-combat, non-ajrecrew save.

ths) Jolly Creen 16 made an -emergency landing at abandoned
Lima Site 3C.

- Jolly Greer, 16 repaired and retrieved,

AT THED
t‘l
5, Lhwwaﬂ



Robert L.aPointe

From: Forsyth, William CIV JTFFA J2 [william.forsyth@ijtffa.pacom.mil]
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2003 10:52 AM
To: ‘Robert LaPointe’

Subject: RE: PJ last known status as MIA

Bob

On 5 May 1978 King's status was changed from MIA to XKIA. He is curreatly
carried as a Last Known Alive case by DOD. Ve are stiil activily pursuing
the case, searching for Vietnamese wveterans who witnessed the incident, to
date, none have been found. The archival material 25 as follows:

IN MARCH 1993, AN ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TEAM FOUND AN INVELOPE CONTAINING AIRMAN
KING'S CGEMEVA CONVENTION CARD AT THE CENTRAL ARMED FORCES MUSEUM IN HANQI.
TH

THE EXVELOPE WAS ANNOTATED “GENEVA CONVENTIONS CARD, BELCNGS TO PILOT:
KING, CHARLES DOUGLAS. SERVICE NUMBER AFis921892. SHOT DOWN BY THE TROOPS
OF TRUDNG SON ON Z5-12-68., THE PILOT’S RBODY WAS SMASHED WITH AN ALC
AIRCRATT.,"” NOTE: THE "ALCY AIRCRAFT IS5 THE INDIVIDUALS RANK, THE VIETHANESE
WERD PROBABLY NOT AWARE OF DNLISTED AIR FORCEI RANKS AND THOUGHT IT REFERRED

TO AN 8-1 AIRCRAFT.

Aloha

Biil £

Alsp, not for publication at this time, your eyes only, on the last JFA In
Laps we found the crash sites of both Jolly Green 23 and 7i, the last twe
Joliy Grean's with unaccounted-for we had not found. They just started the
regovery ¢f the JG23 site last week. Some of the families may not have
gottan the reports yet, sp we don’t want the informatlion being disseminated.
————— Original Message-----

From: Robert LaPolnte [mailto:rlappintefgcl.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 6:47 BM

To: Forsyth, William L., GS$-13

Subject: PJ last known status as MIA

I 3ust finished the story cn pavarescueman Charles Douglass Xing who was
lost during a mission in Laos op Christmas Day 1968. In 1973 he was stiil
listed as MIA. He was presuned captured and according to nis sister, Sherry
Wing, some sort of his identification was found in the Hanol Central Museum
in 1993 aleng with a note In Viefnemese which stated he had been killed on
December 23, 1968. I would like to end his story with his official status
and when he was declared XKIA verses MIA.

Thanks



