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brok,en ri;ht lc; r,.7d 	 uas reciired. A :L.r" ..:-..occuc 
frem ‘Tolly Groom 70 uac ctartaa doun on the hoist to ,,, asist OJ. 07 when 
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o-2. - --. - 	70 :L1;01' 4;4:I t::ofro.scno atterpt 
.:;.t this tine and called rY_-.t 	; 	nd 	te Za:idy al. '21Lc 2:3 uhe hz,d 
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atct z:andy Cl a 	 yea for 	rirc anA h,..d cal- . 
led in other Far.dy aircrft ;;LD ;:::Lriho :the observed 
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survivorta locution 	 snatted ond jslly al-z,31/ 70 
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donloyod rj:71;ht 	to tLe -urvivor's lec ,tion. The 
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Doth to survivor an the 	,..:ere on board JG 70 at 07351. and Jolly 
70 exited the arc , . 	!Irno and .aLtomatio wl:anone f" ,*e was a';in =o- 
riel:zed tivhout tha approach and -ahile in a cv 	Jolly Groen 70 had 
received sevc-.:- 1  hits in ths riht auxiliiry and main fuel tal-:Le and t.,,ao re - 
turnin7; to 2:".1). Kim; 3 established contret with JG 70 and advisod hs 
ready to provide fuel if nocoscary. Howevor l  sufficient fv.al raaaiain; in 
the loft -main fuel tank for the return trip to 	Kin-; 3 uas released by 
JG 70 when 7C was loar of tho itzmodiato area and di altitude, Jolly ,Grean-
70 and 72 landed at ILI:1)  at =01,. The co-Irv:I-vor was trn..nsfo-r•ed to an - • 
aiti - crfouls.nec and talcen to the baze hosnital. 	Grum 09 recoverad 

Oul C7B at 09191, • 

3. Survivor, MajOr . CarTol Dbcc:AB, Tha3 1,11yr. 
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Jolly.  Green 17 (Low)  Jolly Green 19 	(High)  

AC Capt John H. Fette* AC Capt Leonard D. Fialko 
OP Capt Lawrence A. Marino* CF Capt John J. Livengood + 
FE Sgt Robert J.P. Lafranboise* FE TSgt Leroy M. Weight 
RS Sgt Leland H. Sorensen RS Sgt Douglas L. Horka 

FE TSgt Claude C. Franks 

(S) (Gp 3) A first light effort started the day on 12 Nov. Owl 07 had 
gone down during the night in a heavily defended area in eastern Laos. 
Two HH-53s from the 40th ARRS at Udorn were launCne:. 	the primary re- 
covery aircraft with two of our HH-3Es launched as airborne back-up.. 
An HH-53 made a successful pick up of the first pilot on Owl 07, but 
was driven off by hostile fire before he could locate the second pilot. 
Our back-up HH-3E's were then called on the scene and Jolly Green 36 
started to go in for the pick up. On the way in Jolly Green 36 started 
receiving hostile ground fire and suffered hits. The number one engine 
failed and the utility hydraulic system failed rendering  his  hoist in- 
operative. Jolly Green 36 dumped fuel to reduce  his weight  and departed 
the area. Prior to this Jolly Green 09 and 37 were launched as airborne 
back-up. They immediately proceeded to the area and were holding in a 
secure area near by when Jolly Green 36 aborted his attempt. The Sandys 
put more ordnance in and Jolly Green 09 went in for the pick  up. Although 
he received hostile ground fire, he was able to effect the rescue of Owl 
07 second pilot, lLt James G. Hayler, 456-66-1375, 497th TFS, and departed 
the area. One Sandy aircraft crashed, but it was apparent that there 
was no possibility of a survivor, so all aa forces were returned to base. 

Jolly Green 09 (Low) 	 Jolly Green 37 (High)  

AC Lt Col Joe Lyle Jr. 
CF Capt John J. Livengood+ 
FE TSgt Daryl I. Duraet 
RS MSgt Paul L. Jenkins 
RS MSgt Lewis J. Roberts* 

AC Ca:t Phillip 0. Pfanschmidt 
CF Cart Mareha:1 B. Kash 
FE S-t Brian W. Murray 
R5  '1..;t Lehman L. Booher 

(C) On 22 Noveem#4control center was advised that Spunk 01 had received 
serious battle damage and would try to recover at our base. Spunk 01 
had a fire on board just as he arrived over our base and both pilots ejected. 
The aircraft crashed one half mile south of the base and both parachutes 
were seen over head drifting south westward. Jolly Gen 17 and 09 launched 
immediately. They jettisoned fuel while waiting fo- the parahutes to de-
cend to the ground. The decision was made between :7 ,11y Green 17 and 09 
for Jolly Green 17 to pick up one pilot, Capt Lynn 	Wright, 133-32-7510, 
and for Jolly Green 09 to pick up the other, llt Frederick D. Paige, 
047-36-0045. Both wen,. from the 14TFW. They were picked up without 
zurtner 

Jolly Green 17 (Low) 	DECLASSIFIED 	,1":117 Green 
1■40ffil'ittitttrro9 (Hizh)  

AC Capt Marshall B. Nash AC M-1 Emmet 7 . Hatch Jr.* 
OP Mai Charles W. Bond* :7111) r iTIT  Edward -. Robbins 
FE 
RS 

Sgt Joseph Vai* 
SSgt Roy D. Bloebaum 

FT, St Robert E. Hunt 
S_; 	ichard G. Beasley 

RS Sgt Charles D. Morrow 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



DECL_ASSIFIE  Steer 'DECLASSIFIED 
 48 

(S) Sandy 17 vectored the helicopter to within 15 meters 

of the survivor at which time the survivor gave final cor- 
97 

rections. Jolly Green 79 took over and made the pickup. 

(U) More specific details of this SAR effort can be 

found in the Rescue Narrative Report, support document O. 

(S)  The second SAR effort on 12 November was for Night 

Owl 07A and B, an F-4 aircraft which wt down after taking 

a disabling hit. Nail 27 established the survivor's ap- 
98 

proximate position. 

(C) The terrain was flat with karst to the north and 

east and a river just south of the survivors. The survivors 

were in a grove of trees approximately 500 meters south of 

Route 1281 and 1 0 500 meters west of Route 23. They were a-

bout 75 meters apart. The crews were briefed on ZPU posi-

tions to the north and northeast, 23mm positions to the 

northeast and east, and at least one active 37mm position 

to the southeast. The defenses encountered were exactly as 

briefed with possibly more hand-held AW and small  arms than 
99 

was anticipated. 

(S) Upon arrival, Sandy 01 established voice contact 

with 07A, asked him an authentication question and received 

the proper reply. Sandy 01 attempted to have 07A vector him 

StiVITET  
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in by engine sound, however, Nail 27 was able to establish 

the first approximate location by ADF cuts and b; making low 

passes in the area. Sandy 01 located the area and by re-

peated low passes and talking to 07A he was able to pinpoint 

the exact location. Several calls were made to Owl 07B with 

no reply. Owl 07A advised Sandy 01 that he thought his fellow 
100 

crewmember was just southeast of his position. 

(S) During the location process 07A reported that ZPU 

fire, small arms and AW were being fired at Sandy 01 from 

the northeast. This area was struck several times which 
101 

silenced the weapons. 

(S) Sandy 01 then called in to pickup 07A who reques- 

ted a 11,1 because he had a broken right leg. The rescue 
102 

was effected and the Jolly Green was escorted to Channel 89. 

(3) As soon as 07A was out, voice contact was almost 

immediately established with 07B who vectored Sandy 01 to 

his position. Sandy 05 and 06 led Jolly Green 36 into the 

area, but as Jolly 36 approached the survivor, he lost an 

engine due to ground fire and was forced to exit the area. 

During the interval until another helicopter could get into 

the area, the Sandys decided to strike the gun positions 
103 

in the valley to the northeast. 
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(S) King 07 provided Cobra and Boxer flights (two F-4s 

each) to accomplish this. With Nail 27's assistance these 

two flights struck the target and ignited four secondary 
104 

explosions and one fire. 

(S) Jolly Green was then led into the area and effected 

the pickup. 

(U) Further details of this rescue can be found in the 

Rescue Narrative Report, support document 51. 

(S) A successful rescue was conducted for Boxer 24A 

and 3 on 16 November. The F-4 went down at 0228Z on 16 

November after sustaining battle damage from enemy ground 
105 

fire. 

(s) The plane became uncontrollable and the pilots 

ejected successfully. Nail  46 was controlling the strike 

of Boxer 24 and after the plane went down he made radio 

contact with Boxer 2461 and pinpointed the survivor's loca-

tion. Nail 46 relayed the-position, the condition of the 

survivors, and the general:situation prior to the launch-
106 	

- 

ing of the Sandy's. 

(3) The pilots had bailed out southwest of Delta 30 

in the high karst approximately four kilometers south of 

2odte 12 and one kilometer west of Route 911. The surrounding 
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1. (S) A succeeefill rescue was nducted on 12 November 1969 tor 
!Tight Owl 07A and 07B. The aircraft (Fjoia-::wellt,-,doWatAlYAlei,tF7.4.k..- 
coordinates WE 735 338. This report covers those activitiee -relettile 
to the Sandys during the rescue effort. 

2. (C) Night Owl 071 and 07B ejected from their aircraft after taking 
a disabling hit. Nail 27 established the survivors approximate location. 

3. (C) At approximately 2200 on 12 Noveaber, the Seely force was 
alerted for a first ilea effort. Sandy 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06 and 
Jolly Green 70, 72, 36, and 19 were all airborne between 0457 and 
1519L. Sandy 01 and 02 proceeded to the seardh area with Nail 27. The 
other Sandy* and Salve went to- predetermined holding points. King 07 
was contacted prior to arriving in the rescue area and King (77 passed 
mOn.Scene Command* to Sandy 01. 

4. (C) The terrain was predominantly flat with karat to the north and 
east and a river just south of the survivors. The survivors were in a 
grove or tree* approximately 500' meters south of mats 1281 and 1500 
Meters west of route 2% ?hos survivor.* were approximately 75 meters - 
apart.. There were problem:rad WU position* to the north and northeast, 
2312ft positions to the northeast and east, also at least one active 3irea 
position to the southeast. - The defames esseautered vane. =May as 
briefed sith possibly more hand-held Ali and mall arum than was antio-
ipated. • . 	 , 

5. (3) lipoit arriesis, Sanikr Ow established voles aost;st.Uiti 07/.. and 
asked him an_ autheertfLostiesr cessation and; issuived:thatoroper 1927,‘ .4*:•• - 
Sandy 01 attempted:: to tagr407L vector,  him 	imstook: 	howerirr 
Nail 27 raw Weir tog- s 	the firsterprasdbintse 	'" 	tate' 
and their making Tow pessesalskthe-ares... ,:- - IlandrIlklesstedc,  this sreat'ant 
by repeated low passes mairtaiking 071 we slaw tar pinpoint hi* 4=4 
position. Alm, severer eels wow made- to Oa 0Th with low 
Owl 17A. advised Sandy.  01.- that he thought 078 was just scatheast of 
position.. Sandy Samly 01 timu instructed all aircraft not to strike In that 
area. 

6. (S) During the IomatUutimocess TM reported that ZPU fire pmall  
arms and AW were being fired at Sandy 01 from the northeast. ;do area 	I 
was struck and this particular ZPU was silenced, however subsequent dry 
'lessee revealed that all arms and AW were still being received. This 
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procedure was repeated aeveral times until dry passes by Sancti 11 
elicited no reaction. Than the areas north-northwest, west and east 
were probed with rockets and strafed in an attempt to troll up any 
other gun positions. None were noted and 371 reported he had heard 
no other ground fire. During this partiom of the SLR a 37mm had fired 
two clips of seven rounds each at the SandYi;'elea approximately. three-
23mm positions had fired at aircraft that were 4500 to 7500 AGL and 
east of the survivors position. The 23mm was coning feam a valley to 
the northeast and was not considered a threat to the aut. aircraft 
because below 4000 feet they woad be Shielded by Karst formations. 
The 23mm positions fired numerous rounds anytime an aircraft tentured 
too far east and above 4000 feet. Sandy 3 and 4 were asked to bring 
Jolly Green 71 and 72 into the area northwest of the survivors. 
Jolly Green 70 and 72 and 171 were briefed and Sandy 3 and 4 proceeded 
to lead JO 70 into the area from the west. Owl 171 reported he had 
a broken right leg and would require a pararescueman for assistance. 

7. (s) Just prior to the sc. 70's approach to the survivors, Sandy 40 
and 41 (DIP aircraft) were directed to lay CM-49 along the road to the 
north and on a line loath to northeast of the survivors. JO 70 arrived 
over the survivor and the Sandys farmed a Maier chains around the area. 
JG 70 reported he was receiving ground fire all around and when a ati 
opened up lust north he was ferced to withdraw after taking numerous 
hits,. The Sandy, then proceeded to strike all around the area in an 
attempt to sterilise the area. Later repotted dry passes and contact 
with 17A revealed no =meat sneer fire. Again DIP was employed; this 
time north and vest of the area by Sandy 42 and 43. J070 was recommitted 
and after entering a, hover again reported some email arms and AV ground 
fire. However, apparently the ZPU positions had been silenced. The 
Sandys were again in a Ilaisy ehalff while the Pi assisted 371. The PJ 
and 371 were hoisted up and J0 70 departed the area with the Sandy* 
di apenaing CSG44 along the exit route. Ai Minus all right but had 
again received =wows bits.. After JG 70 wit saf•ll• out_ of the area 
and URA being escorted to channel 89 by Sandy 05 and 04, Sandy OT and 02 
returned to the- area to search tar 07B. "hies coldest was establiehmi 
almost -  immediately and 073 proceeded to veetar - SendyCfl te,  his. poetics. 
Sandy 01 was able to establish. OW* pea/Ai= iPproxiimataly 75 meter* . 
south of 07Ate position. Be wee -  12." hdgia tore and4ifit Telly  
visibilitr up. thr*ugh the trollies 3a' 05 end Oils-lire -asks& ter bring,  
Jolly Preen 36 end 19 to thmemelbaest er- tha azimilmotbrald: Thwezes. 
was again probed with no response byeseeripmposeitLmm. Sendr(W 
and 16 led JO $6 into the area, but - as st0 36 approashed theemareser• - 

 he lost ancomehmwdnerta ground fire and.waa !breed to exit the -area to' 
the south and west escorted by Sandy 05 and 06. Meanwhile, King 07 
had assembled Jolly Green 19 and 37, Sandy 11 and 12, 13 and 14 and 
Sped 11 and 12 to the west of the area. Alma Sandy 48, 49, 50, 51 
(DIP aircraft) were available. During the Interval that occurred while 
these forces were marshalled, it MRS decided to strike the gun positions 
in the valley to the northeast. King 17 provided Caws. and Boxer flights 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals; declassified 
after 

pco -0 -211 



DEcl 	 E",.g.-77) 

(2 14.4s each) to accomplish this. With nail 27s assistance these two 
flights struck and received 3DA of four secondary explosions and one 
fire. The 23mm gun positions did not ems: up after this strike. Sandy 
11 directed Sandy 48. 49, 50, 51 to Iv G3U.30 on all four sides of the 
survivor and 	Green 39 was to be led to the survilmn! by Sand 13 and 
14 immediately after the GB14-30 was dispensed. Three sides of the box 
were created but one aircraft had a release problem. Sandy 01 had 
prartmulymarshelled Sped 01 and 02 overhead, also Sandy 11 and 12 
were on scene. Sandy 01 directed Sped 01 and 02 to lay CBDI-22 to the 
east of the area (the open end of the box). Sped 31 accompliehed this, 
however -Sped 02 impacted the ground southeast of the area doe to unknown 
causes. JG 19 approached 07B and 07B popped a amoks. Sandy 01 and 12, 
11 and 12 and 13 and 14 were flying in a Idaigy chain" around the area 
but in spite of this army JG 09 did receive ground fire. JG 09 
accompliShed the pickup and all aircraft dispensed CBU-14 on their exit 
heading south and meat. JG 09 with Sandy 13 and 14as escort, proceeded 
to Channel 89. Sandy 01 and 02 also RT9'd while Sandy 11 and 12 stayed 
on scene to conduct an electronic search for Sped 32 with the help of 
Flail 52 who had arrived in the area. 

8. ( 8) There were two major problems associated with this SAS: (1) 
Heavy intense ground fire of all types and ( 2) the apparent ineffectiveness 
of CBB-49 and am.30. soai arms. AW and ZPU gronnd fire was observed 
numerous times coming out of areas saturated with CMTP.19 or 30. These 
personnel apparently were wearing gas masks (unlikely) or the Cal1 is 
not strong enough to incapacitate them fbr the needed pickup time. The 
Sandy forces were directed to use bigh number cell signs for the 013E6.11 
aircraft. This resulted in considerehle contusion and increased radio 
chatter. 	- 

9. (S) The UAW of a nail PAC aircraft is extremely volimhle and this 
procedure should he cantina:led. It is recommended. that on future SARA 
approximately six SAR support aircraft be configured with (LPS and these 
aircraft be used to subdue Erased fire in aloes praciaity to the 
survivor. It is else recomunded that CaU-19/33 aircraft use the 
appropriate cledimmeMt AMR time sal. sign. 

- 
10. (0) The malingnimes, figgrealveness awl heraim ananstreted by 
jolly Green 70. 3fi end: 09Is limmlar seaceetel zorbelfr The ,  expertise and 
nam. beigni teas ponlbensdagr Nell 17' neve extreesir yelnable. The ' 
expertise and prates:miasma eamisetamee of King 07 was a major factor in 
the seccesafal aostpletion of ilidsr SABA.  
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11. (U) The,Sandr forces which participated in the effort were: 

Sandy /1  
12 
13 

35 
06 
11 
12 
/3 
/4. 

Major 'Altar R. DUVia 
Major Joseph (3(I) Leonhardt 
Major James P. Pretlaw 
Major Robert L. Hoffman 
Major Peter D. Williams 
Lt Anthony E. Wylie 
Lt Res V. Huntsman 
Lt James R. Matthews 
Capt Charles (NMI) Holder 
Lt Alan O. Wil3iams  

The Sandy farces equipped with DIP were* 

Sandy 40  

42 
43 
48 
49 
90 
51 

Col Jerald J. Ransom 
Major Clarence E. Whimarr 
Capt Joseph S. Tarmowaki Jr. 
Gapt Mesas M. Power 
Lt GOMM, C. Harrmr 
Major Vademar D. Krueger 
Capt Ernest F. Anderson 
lit Donald N. Travis 

, 

FREDRICK A. 3=4 Lt Co/onel, USAF 
Sandy Coordinator , 

GROUP 4 
Dcwngraded at 3 year 
Intervals; declassified 
after 12 years 
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45 

Crew of 12 Nov mission that picked up F-4 pilot. Kneeling 
from left A1C David M. Davison, TSgt William E. Lester, and Sgt 
Grady F. kllen. Standing from Left SSgt Charles J. Howard, Maj 
Robert L. Smith, SSgt Harold H. Bailey and Capt Robert M. Horne. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT # 27 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SISTINCUISHEL FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

LEWIS J. ROBERTS JR. 

Master Sergeant Lewis J. Roberts Jr. distinguished himself 
by heroism while participating in aerial flight as a Pararescue 
Technician of an HE-'3E "Jolly Green Giant" rescue helicopter in 
Southeast Asia on 12 November 1969. On that date, Sergeant 
Roberts aided in the rescue of a United States Air Force pilot 
downed in hostile territory. Three times before, rescue helicop-
ters had attempted to recover the downed airman, but intense and 
accurately directed ground fire had forced them to withdraw. 
With complete disregard for his oersonal safety, undeterred by the 
gunfire and ordnance exploding around him, Sergeant Roberts per-
sisted courageously ad aggressively, and against p?;Tost insur-
mountable odds, rescued the pilot from the midst of the hostile 
troops which surrounded him. By his unselfih dedication in the 
face oi almost certain danger, Sergeant Roberts has enhanced the 
image of America's fighting man. The outstanding heroism and 
selfless devotion to duty disnlayed by Sergeant Roberts reflect 
great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 



Fro: "Rouhier, Chuck", TNTERNET:Chuck.Rouhier@Deskbook.wpafb.af.mil  
Date: 5/24/99, 9:57 AM 
Re:i FW: Request For Assistance 

Received this a few minutes ago from the JTF-FA. If anyone can help Bill, 
please contact him directly. 

Chuck 
Jolly FE 1 71- 1 74 

' 	Original Message 	 
From: Forsyth, William L. GS-12 [mailto:WLFORSYT@hq.pacom.mil]  
Sent: Monday, May 24, 1999 1:19 PM 
To: Rouhier, Chuck 
Subject: Request For Assistance 

ChuFk 

Could you post the folloi.ling request on the Jolly Green Web Site? 

Joint Task Force-Full Accounting needs your assistance to locate witnesses 
to the loss of SPAD 02, a 6th SOS, Pleiku AB RVN, A-1H, that was shot down 
while supporting the SAR effort for the crew of OWL 07 at 0910G on 12 
November 1969 Southwest of the Mugia Pass in Laos. SPAD 02 was to lay 
CBU-22 smoke east of Jolly Green 09, while his wingman placed smoke on the 
west side of the Jolly Green as it went in on a Northerly heading to pick up 
the crew of OWL 07. SPAD 02 was apparently hit by ground fire, went into a 
right hand bank, and impacted in a 135 degree bank in a 45 degree dive. 

Thus far, we- have not been able to locate the crash site of SPAD 02 and the 
witnesses I have talked to do not have a good recollection of just where the 
aircraft crashed. I would like to talk to other witnesses to the incident, 
our records contain statements from MSgt Bobby R. Mink, a flight engineer on 
King 07, and SSgt George H. Freburger, the King 07 radio operator, neither 
of Whom I have located. The information I need is where SPAD 02 crashed in 
relation to the river that runs east-west through the area and the road, 
whibh is north-south, and what the terrain was like where the aircraft 
impacted, i.e. open rice paddies, forest, karat, ect. If either of these 
individuals or anyone else who witnessed the crash of SPAD 02 could contact 
medit would be very much appreciated. Mr. Bill Forsyth, Laos and Cambodia 
POW/MIA analyst, JTF-FA, email wlforsyt@hq.pacom.mil  (Change from earlier 
email address) or teleplhone 808-477-2101 (DSN 315-477-2101) 

	  Internet Header 	  
Sender: Chuck.Rouhier@Deskbook.wpafb.af.mil  
Received: from rsclmail3.wpafb.af.mil  (rscimail3.wpafb.af.mil  [129.48.,i98.8]) 

by spamgaad.compuserve.com  (8.9.3/8.9.3JSUN-1.0) with ESMTP id NAA06900; 
Mon, 24 May 1999 13:57:09 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: by rsclmail3.wpafb.af.mil  with Internet Mail Service 
id <K6OKPVLG>; Mon, 24 May 1999 13:57:14 -0400 

Message-ID: <1EC7CEB74DOOD111BA7100A0C91E18D301D7A673@rsclmail3 
From: "Rouhier, Chuck" <Chuck.Rouhier@Deskbook.wpafb.af.mil > 
To:' 
SubOect: FW: Request For Assistance 
Datl: Mon, 24 May 1999 13:57:02 -0400 
X-Mailer: Internet Mail Service (5.5.2448.0) 

(5.5.2448.0) 

wpafb.af.mil > 
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Spad Two, down in Laos 

Gerald Helmich must have been a quiet guy, because when I sent an email 
to a dozen members of the UNH Class of 1954, nobody remembered him. 
Jerry came from Manchester, majored in mechanical engineering, joined Air 
Force ROTC, belonged to Sigma Beta fraternity, and played two years of 
football, intramural baseball . . . and bridge! He was a good-looking guy. 
(You'd be surprised how few of us fell into that category.) He wore a crew 
cut, jug ears, and a warm, wide smile. 

Commissioned as a second lieutenant in June 1954, he became a pilot and 
flight instructor. In June 1956, he was married in the Pease Air Force Base 
chapel in Newington, New Hampshire, to Gertrude Hamel. They had three 
children, euphonically named James, Jill, and Jerilyn. 

Then came the Vietnam War and an urgent need for men to fly the 
venerable Douglas Skyraider. This magnificent plane was a relic of World 
War II, meant to fly off carriers as a replacement for the dive bombers 
that, from 1942 to 1944, had torn great holes in the Japanese fleet. It 
didn't see service in that war, but the Skyraider did serve in Korea, and it 
was introduced early into Vietnam because--being propeller-driven--it 
didn't violate the Geneva Accords that had divided the country between a 
communist north and a pro-western south. Pilots called it the Spad or Able 
Dog. It could carry a huge amount of ordnance for an incredible distance, 
and it could stay aloft all day. This made it the perfect plane for search-
and-rescue missions, while the jets ran the gauntlet of MiGs and SAMs over 
North Vietnam. 

So it was that in early 1969, as a 37-year-old major, Jerry Helmich entered 
A-1 training at Hurlbert Field in Florida as a member of Training Class 69- 
08. A photo of him on the Skyraider Association website shows him as a 
heavyset man, years older than the captains and first lieutenants who 
made up most of the class. 

"Finished A-1 training in May '69," recalled one of them, Captain Charles 
Holder, "and headed, as a group, to Clark AB in the Philippines for jungle 
survival training. Following an 'enjoyable interlude' at Clark, the class split 
up and proceeded to our final base assignments in SE Asia. Jerry went to 
South Vietnam ... and I headed for Nakhon Phanom (NKP), Thailand." 

Jerry was stationed outside Pleiku, in the Vietnamese Central Highlands, as 
a member of the 6th Special Operations Squadron, 633rd Special 
Operations Wing, whose Skyraiders were often deployed for search-and-
rescue missions. Charlie Holder explained that generally took a couple of 
months for the "new guy" to become comfortable with the airplane and 
familiar with the terrain; then, toward the end of his tour, a pilot tended to 
get cautious. "Throwing in travel time and ... Jungle Survival School,: 
Holder said, "that leaves about eight-nine months out of the year when 
you ... were probably THE BEST DAMN PILOT IN THE WHOLE DAMN AIR 
FORCE.... Jerry and I were both in that mid-timeframe; we were damn 
good, and knew it. That's why we were both selected for and checked out 
as Sandy (or Rescue Mission) pilots." 

http://www.danford.net/helmich.htm  
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Jerry was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross on September 16, the Air 
Medal on October 2, and another DFC on October 10. While the Air Medal is 
generally awarded for a specific number of missions flown, the DFC is for 
"extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight." 

Owl Seven goes down 

On November 11, 1969, a U.S. Army helicopter with the call sign Owl 
Seven was reported down in Laos. The crew of two managed to get out 
safely, and they spent the night in a densely forested area about fifteen 
miles from the North Vietnamese border. The nearest town was Ban 
Senphan, which the Defense Mapping Agency chart shows at about 17°30' 
north latitude, 105°42' west longitude. According to the search-and-rescue 
reports, there were several villages in the area, but the forest was thick 
enough to provide good cover. Ben Senphan is on a river, with level ground 
to the south and high mountains to the north. (Some of the pilots recall 
that the villages were abandoned, as a result of heavy American bombing 
along the Ho Chi Minh Trail.) 

Early next morning--Wednesday, November 12--a Jolly Green Giant 
search-and-rescue helicopter was dispatched to the site, and by 0455 
hours it had plucked one of Owl Seven's crew out of the rain forest. The 
helo, which had the call sign Jolly Green Nine, had to break off the rescue 
effort when it was attacked by "an enemy helicopter"--presumably North 
Vietnamese. Two U.S. Air Force Phantom jets, Packard One and Packard 
Two, attacked the North Vietnamese aircraft through a hail of ack-ack from 
37-mm anti-aircraft guns. Packard One was shot down. 

Now there were three Americans on the ground. In addition to Jolly Green 
Nine and Packard Two, there was at least one other American aircraft in the 
area. This was the FAC or Forward Air Controller, an unarmed liaison plane 
with the call sign King Seven. Apparently four Skyraiders arrived on the 
scene about this time--a "Sandy" flight from Nakhon Phanom in Thailand. 
The FAC put them to work suppressing the ack-ack. As they'd trained to do 
at Hurlbert Field, the Skyraiders formed a "daisy wheel" of four aircraft, 
flying a racetrack pattern 500-800 feet above the ground, so that one pilot 
was always in position to roll in against any North Vietnamese gunner who 
showed his position by firing at them or the Jolly Green. 

Spad One and Two to Ban Senphan 

At 0726 hours, at least two Skyraiders were scrambled from Pleiku Air Base 
to Ban Senphan. Major Jerry Helmich was in command of the second 
aircraft with the call sign Spad Two, meaning that he was flying as 
wingman to the flight leader, Major Willard Dillon. They would add their 
firepower to the search-and-rescue effort, which by now consisted of at 
least six other Skyraiders. Four were from Nakhon Phanom, Thailand-- 
including Captain Charlie Holder, who evidently was flying that day with the 
call sign Sandy Three. As he recalled, his flight had just replaced the 
Skyraiders that had been dispatched from NKP earlier in the morning. The 
other two Skyraiders, he thought, had come from Pleiku, in which case 
they would have carried the call signs Spad Three and Spad Four. 

http://www.danford.net/helmich.htm 	 9/5/2003 
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Packard Two must have already flown back to base--a turbojet, the 
Phantom fighter could spend only a brief time over the target. Jolly Green 
Nine had likewise departed, so as to take the rescued (and possibly 
injured) Owl Seven crewman to an American base in South Vietnam. It 
returned to Ban Senphan at about the same time as Spads from Pleiku 
arrived on the scene. 

As the Jolly Green Giant swept in to rescue the second Owl Seven 
crewman, it came under heavy fire from North Vietnamese 37 mm guns. 
The pilot asked the Skyraiders to drop CBU-22 cluster bombs onto the ack-
ack site, and also to lay a white phosphorous smoke screen between the 
Jolly Green and the North Vietnamese gunners. With the addition of the 
[Pleiku] A-1s," Charlie Holder recalled, "we were trying to set up an eight-
ship Daisy Wheel over the survivors, in a valley, under 'contested' 
conditions. Confusion reigned for a few moments ... but the following is 
truly burned into my memory: as we tried to mesh these two formations, I 
had a single-seat A-1 cut into 'my' pattern very close in front of me." This 
was Spad Two--Major Jerry Helmich. "I had to pull up and to the right to 
avoid hitting him," Holder went on, "and basically surrendered my place in 
the Daisy Wheel for a few moments. I pulled back down and fell into trail 
with that bird, perhaps 400-500 feet back." 

According to the rescue report, Jerry's Skyraider was the second to roll in 
on the ack-ack guns--always more dangerous than the initial attack, since 
the gunners have had a chance to adjust their aim. Sandy Three from 
Nakhon Phanom--almost certainly Charlie Holder--later reported that he 
had watched Jerry begin his dive, the nose of his Skyraider dropping and 
the plane rolling to the right, evidently already hit. (In his memoir written 
30 years later, Holder recalled that Spad Two was hit while still in the Daisy 
Wheel, but the reports from the scene are probably more accurate.) 
Another Skyraider pilot glimpsed Spad Two in a 45-degree dive with a bank 
angle of 135 degrees--that is to say, almost on its back. He noted the time 
as 1010 hours. 

At almost the same moment, the Jolly Green succeeded in its rescue 
attempt, pulling the second Owl Seven crewman from the rain forest. 

Jerry's Skyraider exploded when it hit the ground. One of the Sandy pilots-
-also taking part in ack-ack suppression--fired a pod of rockets into a 
clump of trees near the spot where Spad Two had crashed; its pilot 
reported that he flew through ''the same smoke layer" when he pulled off 
from the attack. Spad One also flew over the crash site, seeing no sign of 
life. 

The following Monday, Jerry Helmich would have been thirty-eight years 
old. 

"No further information at this time" 

Sped One and two of the Nakhon Phanom pilots stayed on the site for 
several hours, and King Seven--the FAC--remained there for the rest of the 
day, hoping to spot either Jerry Helmich or the crew of the downed 
Phantom jet, Captains Jon Bodahl and Harry Smith. The search was 
continued by electronic means until 1430 hours next day, when it was 
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HELMICH, GERALD ROBERT 

Name: 

Rank/Branch: 

Unit: 

Date of Birth: 

Home of Record: 

Date of Loss: 

Country of Loss: 

Loss Coordinates: 

Status in 1973 

Gerald Robert Helmich 

Colonel/ US Air Force 

6th Special Operations Squadron 

Pleiku Airbase, South Vietnam 

17 November 1931 

Manchester, NH 

12 November 1969 

Laos 

172800N 1054000E . (WE747328) 

Click coordinates to view maps 

Missing in Action 

Category: 	 2 

Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: 	Al H "Skyraider" 

Other Personnel in Incident: (none missing) 

REMARKS: 

SYNOPSIS: With its fantastic capability to carry a wide range of ordnance (8,000 pounds of external armament), 
great flight range (out to 3,000 miles), and the ability to absorb punishment, the single-seat Douglas Al Skyraider 
became one of the premier performers in the close air support and attack mission role (nickname: Spad) and 
RESCAP mission role (nickname: Sandy). The Skyraider served the Air Force, Navy and Marines faithfully 
throughout the war in Southeast Asia. 

On 12 November 1969, then Major Gerald R. Helmich was the pilot of an AIN, call sign "Sped 02," that was 
scrambled to assist in the overall search and recovery (SAR) mission for the crew of "Owl 07," a 2-man Army 
helicopter downed the day before; then later the same morning, for the crew of an F4E aircraft shot down during 
the first rescue effort. Spad flight departed Pleiku Airbase at 0726 hours as the # 2 aircraft in a flight of two. Their 
planned flight path was from Pleiku to rendezvous with other aircraft participating in the SAR operation, then 
return to Pleiku. Those aircraft included the Forward Air Controller (FAC), the rescue helicopter, and at least 6 
other Al Hs. 

The location of loss was approximately 60 miles due west of the major communist port city of Dong Hoi, North 
Vietnam; 1 mile south of Ban Senphan and 15 miles southwest of the Lao/North Vietnamese border, Khammouan 
Province, Laos. Another description of the loss location placed it 6 kilometers south-southwest of Ban Phanop, 
600 meters southeast of Ban Senphan and 300 meters east of Route 23. The Nam Mo River ran parallel to and 
approximately 1 mile south of Route 23. To the west of the loss location, a tributary of the Nam Mo River 
branched off and meandered to the south-southeast through the jungle covered valley. 

The highest terrain feature within 5 miles of the loss location was 2,300 feet with 6,000-foot mountains to the 
north, then the mountain range wrapped around to both the east and west. The area in which the downed 
helicopter crew was hiding was relatively level and densely forested surrounded by villages. In the early morning 
hours during the first rescue attempt, low stratus clouds collected around the mountaintops. In the valley it was 
clear with only a slight haze existing in the immediate target area. Visibility was 8 to 10 miles. 

At 0455 hours, as the SAR helicopter, call sign "Jolly Green 09," was recovering the first crewman of Owl 07, a 
flight of 2 F4Es, call signs "Packard 01 and 02," were attacking an enemy helicopter that was attempting to 
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interfere with the recovery operation. Capt. Jon K. Bodahl, pilot, and Capt. Harry W. Smith, weapons systems 
officer, comprised the aircrew of Packard 01. As they maneuvered to obtain an acceptable angle of attack while 
dodging intense enemy 37mm anti-aircraft artillery (AAA) fire, Packard 01 was struck by AAA fire and seen to 
crash 2 meters south of a ford along the Nam Mo River. 

SAR efforts for the second helicopter crewman were temporarily suspended while an initial search was conducted 
for Capt. Bodahl and Capt. Smith. At the same time other aircraft under the control of the FAC, call sign "King 07," 
assaulted communist AAA sites, automatic and heavy weapons positions, and troop concentrations hidden in the 
dense jungle. US aircraft used bombs, rockets, CBU-22s (cluster bomb units) and strafing runs in an effort to 
contain the communists' ability to further interfere with overall US operations. These efforts were successful 
enough that another rescue attempt to recover the second crewman from Owl 07 was attempted. During this time 
weather conditions improved to a clear sky with 10 plus miles visibility. 

After transporting the helicopter crewman rescued during the early morning operation to a US base in South 
Vietnam, Jolly Green 09 returned to the ongoing SAR operation. As the Jolly Green's crew prepared to enter the 
recovery area for the second helicopter crewman, it's pilot directed Major Helmich and his flight leader to place 
CBU-22 and WP smoke, between them and the intense enemy small arms and heavy weapons fire. Jolly Green 
09 moved in and successfully recovered the downed crewman at the same time Major Helmich made his attack 
pass. 

Witnesses observed Spad 02 in various phases of flight from a bomb run to impact, but no one witness observed 
the entire sequence of events. According to these statements, Spad 02 was observed by another Al H pilot, call 
sign "Sandy 13," as he began his run. As Gerald Helmich continued to press forward, his aircraft started a right 
roll with its nose dropping. At 1010 hours, other Americans caught sight of Major Helmich's aircraft in a 45-degree 
dive and 135 degree angle of bank nearly inverted when it impacted the ground and exploded. The crash took 
place in an area that had been subjected to intense ground fire from small arms, automatic weapons fire and from 
AAA. One of the Sandy pilots's reported in his witness statement that he "put a pod of rockets into a clump of 
trees (near the wreckage of Gerald Helmich's aircraft) to suppress enemy ground fire, then pulled off into the 
same smoke layer." Spad 01 made a low pass over the wreckage of his wingman, but the flight leader detected 
no sign of life. 

In the confusion of battle, no parachute was seen departing the damaged Skyraider and no emergency beeper 
was heard. In spite of the witness statements, the Air Force believed there was a possibility that he could have 
survived only to be captured immediately. Sped 01 and two other Al H aircraft, Sandy 11 and 12, stayed in the 
area for 1 to 3 hours attempting to locate the pilot. Major Helmich's AIN was downed approximately 1 mile 
southeast of Capt. Bodahl and Capt. Smith's F4E Phantom. 

King 07, the on site FAC, continuing to search for Gerald Helmich, Jon Bodahl and Harry Smith for the rest of the 
day. An electronic search also continued until 1430 hours the next day and was suspended due to a lack of an 
objective. At that time formal search operations were terminated, Gerald Helm ich was listed Missing in Action. 

Gerald Helmich is among nearly 600 Americans who disappeared in Laos. Many of these men were known to be 
alive on the ground. The Laotians admitted holding "tens of tens" of American Prisoners of War, but these men 
were never negotiated for either by direct negotiation between our countries or through the Paris Peace Accords 
which ended the War in Vietnam since Laos was not a party to that agreement. 

Since the end of the Vietnam War well over 21,000 reports of American prisoners, missing and otherwise 
unaccounted for have been received by our government. Many of these reports document LIVE American 
Prisoners of War remaining captive throughout Southeast Asia TODAY. 

Pilots in Vietnam and Laos were call upon to fly in many dangerous circumstances, and they were prepared to be 
wounded, killed or captured. It probably never occurred to them that they could be abandoned by the country they 
so proudly served. 
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suspended and the three airmen were formally listed as Missing in Action. 

According to Operation Smoking Gun, from whose report this description 
was put together: "Gerald Helmich is among nearly 600 Americans who 
disappeared in Laos. Many of these men were known to be alive on the 
ground. The Laotians admitted holding 'tens of tens' of American Prisoners 
of War, but these men were never negotiated for either by direct 
negotiation between our countries or through the Paris Peace Accords 
which ended the War in Vietnam since Laos was not a party to that 
agreement." 

True enough, and tragic enough, but I find it impossible to believe that 
Jerry Helmich survived the crash of his Skyraider, auguring in at perhaps 
250 knots, 45 degrees off the vertical, almost upside down, and exploding 
when it hit. 

Because he was missing, not officially dead, Jerry Helmich was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel in 1973 and full colonel in 1978. However, in December 
1978, a posthumous awards ceremony was held at Dobins Air Force Base in 
Georgia, at which time Jerry finally got a grave marker, a 21-gun salute, 
and the medals he had earned on what was almost certainly the last day of 
his life: another Air Medal, the Purple Heart for his presumed injuries, and 
the Silver Star for heroism. 

On Memorial Day 1999, the city of Manchester erected a memorial plaque 
to Jerry Helmich near the Queen City Bridge, and his name will be added 
the city's Vietnam Memorial. And if you visit the beautiful "Wall" in 
Washington, or see the scale model that tours the country, you'll find his 
name on Panel 16W, Row 064. 
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