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were complex, improved procedures for passing such requests 

in a more timely manner were needed. 

c. The intelligence uncertainties about friendly/ 

enemy strengths and dispositions further delayed the final 

decision to expend CBU-19. It was recommended that aircraft 

equipped with CBt -1 9 be launched concurrent with the rescue 

aircraft when an opposed SAR of this magnitude develops. 

Four, rather than two, CBU-1 9 aircraft should be generated 

and launched simultaneously. 

d. Withdrawal of reserve rescue helicopters should 

not be made until the' rescue has been completed. 

(U) Further detfls of this SAR effort can be found in 

the 21st Special Operations Historical report, Appendix V, 

Tab B; and Rescue Narrative report, which is attached as 

support docurrnt 46. 

(s) Two days later, on 8 October, another successful 

SAR was conducted for Nail 07A and 3 plus Boxer 61B. Nail 

07, an Ov-10., went down at 063Z and Boxer 613 bailed out at 
72 

approximately 0615Z. 

(5) Boxer 61B bailed out after his aircraft experienced 

battle damage. !IKDGn initially received word of Boxer 61Bs 

biTout and directed Nail 07 to the rescue area to search 
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while the Sandys were enroute. Nail 07 located the survivors 

and was orbiting their position when he collided with Nail 

78 who was also looking for the survivors. Boxer 61A flew 

his damaged aircraft to Da Nang where he abandoned it over 

the Gulf of Tonkin. Nail 78 subsequently crash-landed at 

Savannakhet. Nail 36 then arrived on scene and located 

the dotned aircrews and remained on scene until the arrival 
73 

of the Sandys. 

(3) The Sandy force was alerted for scramble at 0702Z 

by Jolly Green operations. Sandy 01 through 04 were air-

borne at 0715Z. They arrived in the rescue area and re-

lieved Nail 36 who h1  located the survivors. Jolly Green 
Th 

79 and 72 were both used for the pickups. 

(5) The survivors were located on the side of a ridge 

line two miles east of Route 09 and three miles south of 

Delta 11 • The surrounding area was heavily forested with 

occasional clearings. There were no large guns in the im-

mediate area; however, small arms were exerienced during 

the pickup. Weather was 3,000 scattered, visibility unlimited, 

and not considered a factor in this rescue. Two companies 

of enemy-  troops were reported to be moving into the rescue 
7 

area from Route 90. 
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(S) Boxer 613 was injured and Sandy 01 elected to try 

for an innediate pickup as 613 reported he was upside down 

in a tree and about to pass out. Sandy 01 made several 

low passes over the area. No ground fire was observed or 

reported by the survivors. Boxer 613 was told to pop a 

smoke flare. One was observed and Jolly Green 79 went in 
76 

for the pickup. 

(S) Sandy 01 then requested Nail 07 to pop a smoke 

flare. One was observed 50  meters behind the hovering 

helicopter which went in for the second pickup. With the 

survivors onboard, the force began to RTB when Nail 36 

said, "There are three of them!" This was the first in-

dication given to the rescue force of a combat photogra-

pher in the rear seat of Nail 07ts  aircraft. Both sur-

vivors were questioned and the Sandys discovered that Nail 

07A and B were rescued but the injured Boxer 613 was still 
77 

hanging upside down in a tree somewhere in the area. 

(s) Weak voice contact was in-de with Boxer 613. He 

was out of flares now because he used them earlier when 

the rescue force was picking up the Nails. His smoke was 

not observed because he was too far from the immediate 

area. Boxer 61 B was able to tell Sandy 01 when he was over 
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Us position and Sandy 01 vectored in Jolly Green 72. 

PJ was lowered and recovered 61 B from the tree where he 
78 

had passed out. 

(s) The major problem encountered was the misinformation 

concerning the number of survivors. This situation caused 

a great deal of confusion about who was popping flares • As 

a result 616 was left upside down in a tree with two broken 

legs for 19 minutes longer than necessary. This could have 

been fat-91  to 613 as voice contact was the only way he 

was located and he passed out while the PJ was on the way 

down for the pickup. Nail 07B did not have a rdi  a and 

popped a flare as soon as he saw 07A going up the penetra- 
79 

tor which was exactly when Sandy 01 asked 613 to pop a flare. 

(s) It was recommended that the standard operating 

procedure be reiterated whereby the controlling agency con-

tacts the unit responsible for the flying activities of the 

downed aircraft to determine the number and call signs of 
80 

the personnel onboard. 

(U) Further details of this E3AR effort can be found 

in the Rescue Narrative Report, support document 47. 

(s) On 21 October, a successful rescue was conducted 
81 

for Misty hA and B.,  and a pararescueman from Jolly Green 28. 
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JOLLY GREEN MISSION  

th PULLS PILOT FROM OCEAN, MARKS 4911h SAVE 
NANG AB, Republic of Vietnam—
t from the 558th Tactical Fighter 
ron AB recently became the 497th 

e for the personnel of the 37th 
ce Rescue and Recovery Squad-

e. 
rescued pilot, Capt. Neil Jacobs, 

ew his crippled F4 Phantom more than 
00 miles prior to bailing out about 10 

- ile.s east of Da Nang City. The other 
crewman bailed out over the target area 

hen the aircraft was damaged. He was 
f,icked up by another rescue helicopter 
crew. 

Capt. Charles W. Uoilman Jr., HH-3 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter pilot, said,  

"We received notification that the F-4 
was going down and we took off immed-
iately. Within 10 minutes, we were over 
the area where the pilot went down. 
Thirteen minutes after he hit the water, 
we had him in the helicopter. 

Lt. Robert T. Ritchie, a Coast Guard 
exchange pilot with the 37th ARRSq, 
commented, "The downed flyer spotted 
us. before we saw him in the water. 
He directed us to his position. When we 
spotted him, he popped his orange smoke 
signal kit and we went in for the pick-up. 
On the first pass we dropped a pars-
rescueman to aid the pilot and get rid of 
the life raft prior to the actual pick-up." 

SSgt. James E. Smith, flight engineer 
said, "After we dropped the pararescue-
man, we landed in the water. The seas 
were running pretty rough with waves 8 
to 10 feet high. On the first attempt, the 
pararescueman and pilot swam to the air-
craft, but the current was so swift, they 
were pulled under the helicopter. 

"To avoid injuring the two personnel, 
Capt. Hoilman hovered the aircraft and I 
lowered the hoist and brought the pilot 
on board. Then we picked up the para-
rescueman," he concluded. 

This was the first pickup for Captain 
1-loitman and the second for both Lieut-
enant Ritchie and Sergeant Smith. 
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JOLLY GREEN MISSION  

37th PULLS PILOT FROM OCEAN, MARKS 497th SAVE 
DA NANG AS, Republic of Vietnam—

A pilot from the 558th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron AS recently became the 407th 
rescue for the personnel of the 37th 
Aerospace Rcscw2 and Recovery Squad-
ron here. 

The rescued pilot, Capt. Neil Jacobs, 
flew his crippled F-4 Phantom more than 
100 miles prior to bailing out about 10 
miles east of [)a Nang Citsj. The oilier 
crewman bailed out over the target area 
when the aircraft was damaged. He was 
picked up by another rescue helicopter 
crew, 

Caps. Charles W. Itoilman Jr., Hl-4-3 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter pilot, said,  

"We received notification that the F-4 
was going down and we took off immed-
iately. Within tO minutes. we were over 
the area where the pilot went down. 
Thirteen minutes after he hit the water, 
we had him in the helicopter. 

Lt. Robert T. Ritchie. 3 Coast Guard 
exchang' pilot attlt the 371h ARRSq. 
commented, "The downed flyer spotted 
us before we saw hint in the water, 
tic directed us to his position. When we 
spotted him, tie popped his orange smoke 
signal kit and we went in for the pick-up. 
On the first pass we dropped a para 
rescueman to aid the pilot and get rut of 
the life raft prior to the act ua l pick-up 

SSgt. James L. Smith, flight engineer 
said. "After we dropped the pararescue-
man, we landed in the water. The airas 
were running preii rough with waves 8 
to IC feet high. On the first attempt, the 
pararescuenian and pilot swam to the air-
craft, but the current was so swift, they 
were pulled under the helicoptet. 

"To avoid injuring the two personnel, 
Capt. Hoitmart hovered the aircraft and I 
lowered the hoist and brought the pilot 
on board. Then we picked up the para-
rescuelualt," lie concluded. 

This was the first pickup for Captain 
(loilman and the second for both Lieut-
enant Ritchie and Sergeant Smith. 



37 ARR& History, Oct-Dec 1969 29 

A SATISFIED CUSTOM2R 

This is Captain Neal A. Jacobs, USI, after he was rescued 

on 8 October 1969. This mission is surmarized on page 13, and 

the complete rission narrative is contained in Suoporting Docu-

ment # 2, page 42. 





October 1969: Tchepone, Laos. When an F-4 is hit by ground fire over this heavily defended outpost, it 

ejects its canopy and one of its occupants at a speed estimated to be five, hundred knots. While control of the craft 

,is  maintained by the pilot until he reaches the South China Sea and safely exits the other crewmeinber is Less 

fortunate. Unconscious, he drifts for nearly three-quarters of a mile, before plunging through trees over two,  

hundred feet in height. He crashes down through layers of branches ending up upside down, some six feet off the 

ground. He regains consciousness long enough to send a radio message then drifts back into unconsciousness. 

Master Sergeant Edward "Red' Willis is a pararescueman at the 40th ARRS, Udom RTAFB, and on a Jolly Green 

Giant crew launched to attempt a rescue. When the Jolly arrives over the survivor's position it immediately 

eceives enemy ground fire. Willis descends through the hail of lead and rushes to the survivor, he knows he 

will be overrun in minutes. At first, Willis believes the pilot is dead; it is only when he leaps up and breaks off 

the limb from which the man is suspended that Willis realizes he is still alive. Throwing the man over his 

,shoulder, he struggles to where the Jolly comes in to a low hover and extracts the two. In mere seconds, the bad 

guys swarm into the now-vacant opening where Sandys ravage their ranks. For his bravery, Willis is awarded the 

Silver Star. 

(Authors' Note: During, the 1984 Pararescue Reunion at Fort Walton Beach, Florida, Willis receives a touching 

surprise. During the banquet program he is called up to the podium by K.O. Kelly. Two PJs carry in a tree 

branch with a man dangling from it. It is Willis' survivor from fifteen years earlier. It is a rare moment, 

especially so during combat, that PJs ever meet the men and women they have rescued. The symbolism of Red 

meeting his survivor is lost' on no (me.) 




