Wo [Capt Telsen/2657] 3 Qwtobar 1969

¥ission Terrative Report #2-3-061-6 Oet 69 [U]

3ARRGH [JEARC]
APD 96207

1. [U] his raport 1z sutnitted in seccordance wiih ARRSH 55-2/
TR SUP 1, dated 11 S 106". :

2. {8] On 6 Oct 69 “ha DufPs J5 T1 and T2 were on backup alert et
channel. 39 shen JC 19 and JC 36 ware scrarbled on this AR mission.
At aovroximasely 1€30L 75 3% doveloped hwdwalic provblers and J*u’*g to .
L7 89, O% T1 and JG 72 wers soravdled 2t 16“”L end sirborns at luabd.
Thils enroute to the JAR arsa radio conversation monmitorad on
indicated that another recovery atterpt was wderway with JG 1, . &A%
1EUST IO 19 reporied teking hite and bresking off the attempt vidth a
generator out. . It "ms now spparent that 71 and T2 were primary for the
. Tescue. Immediste nreparations were tesun enroute bocmuse circuwmsiances
indleated that there would bhe ingsufficlent time after arrival in the ZAR
-t hocause of the rmpidly amp?onch*ﬂ" sunset and hectuse the Jardust
"R/Crere: rnhnwnu lov on Tuel. Sap ﬂ?‘S was contacted at 1706L and he
‘@irected TL and 72 into an orbit § N.M. Northwest of the arca. “nnf T
T directed Rawdust Tiisht to c‘lenloy at 1724 and briefed TL sad T2 %o Tove
into an orhit rositicn h w4, Torthesst, the dlrection from which the
arproach would be made. Sandy T detemineé‘.'that JG T1 wes reads for the
attennt, then 'or..‘cfe& on the Trocadurez to he nsed. JO Tl was directed 4%
decend to 2,000 ASL snd %e ready for an immedinte apnroach to the site when
claerad. Sandy T cleared 78 71 inm e 1733. J6 71 meitehed £o U I rusrd and
contacted ¥nife 61 Alpha on final. Knife 61 Alpha talked JO T1 dovn o the
[ landing site, and trovided eycellent information go obstructions, enemy firs,
‘atc. JO 71 landed and lomdeR U6 indizenous an (5 ;AT survivors shoari.
A% 1730L JC 71 was airborne after droppins the eXternal tonks to refuce
. aireraft welght.. Within 20 seconds fnife 623 called ou 'IT* puard, and
adviscd that there were 3 USAF survivors still at the site. Sendy T asked
JG T2 if he vas mdg'ta come in for the pickun. JG T2 Teported on ﬁnal
~and contacted €28 on guard. JG.T2 landed at 1THOL and was sirborne at =
17525 wm(s USAF. su.wimz-s.
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DET 1, 40th ARRS CY 4/69
CHAPTER TI

Operations and Trolning

Operations

(S) (GP 3) The good weather and resultant clear skys of the dry season
brought & marked increase in combat activity during October, November
and December. Our activity ineressed proportionally. Detachment One
made fourteen combat gsaves, cone non-combat rescue and one medical evacua=-
tion during this period. Det 1 was taskedwith maintaining 15 minute
alert two days out of three, flying tlie last two and a half hours of
daylight on airborne alert i the Hovember Orbit area, with the 4Cth ARRS
from Udorn taking the third day. On tliat third day the 40th ARRS would
vond two lH=535 to thin stal’-m at flrst 1isht and they would be on

15 minute alert until the last two and n half hours of daylight, when
they would fly airborne aler!t in the November Orbit area and recover

at their home station. Det 1 was on 30 minute back-up alert on this
day. Det 1 was also taskeduith one of its IH-3E's on 45 mimute alert
during the hours of darkness for in-corntry rescues and medical evacua-
tion missions. Due to mechanical difficulties encountered with the
HH=~53 and battle damuage incured on two Hil-53s during the Doxer 22
mission, Det 1 HIl-3Es were often required to fill in for the Hll=53s

on that third day.

(8) (Gp 3) Det 1, 4O ARRS win the scene of operatiors and ztaging area
for three significant missicn? during this quarter. Our HE-3E, Jolly
Green 19, attempted to make o pickup of Knife 61 and 62, downed by
hostile ground fire at Muong ‘hine, lacz on 6 Uct. le received ex-
tensive damage from hostile ;round fire as he was attempting to land
there to rescue the aircrews and was forced to depart the area and re-
turn to base. Two HH-53s from 4A0th ARRS here on back-up alert were
launched and after delivery rf eonsiderelde erdnance by Sandy and

Hobo ailreraft, were able to offect a reccoue of the eizht aircrew
members and a large number of indi~erous personnel. They recovered
here at our base. Twuo of itli» roecovercd airerow had besn wounded,

(3) (Gp 3) On the second si-nifieant miscisn IlI~53s from the 4ACth ARRS
at Udorn were launched from rur station L2 back-up 37th ARRS HH-3Es
engaged in a wisslon on Mist;” 11 on 24 0oty Hl«53s were ctcoged out

onf ovy facilities here during that OAR mission, This mission is
covered later in Combat Caves.

(8) (Gp 3) The third =ignifi~ant rescue effort and the mort extensive
and costly to date war the Prwer 22 miszion on 5, 6 and 7th of Dee.

Our HH=3Es, Jolly Green 37 and 09 were the initial Jolly Greens to

go on the mission. The two lnxer 22 pilotns were downed near Ban Phan
Hop, laos, a very heavily dcfonded area near the North Vietnamese
border, HH-53s,Jclly Green 76 and 72 were launched from Udorn di-
rectly to a near-by holding ;»int to back-up Jolly Greens 37 and 09.
Hli-538, Jolly Green 77 and (% werc sent to be stased out of this buse,
but were needed prior to lan’ing here ard continued on to the SAR area.
Jolly Green 37 started in fcr a rescue sttempt, but was called off due
to intense antisircraft fire, Jolly Green 09 then made an attempt at

a rescue but received intense ground fire and hastily evacnated the area,
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DET 1, 40th ARBS CY 4/69 = HH-3 . wkpP
CHAPTER II
Operations and Training

Operations

(8) (GP 3) The good weather and resultant clear skys of the dry season
brought a marked increase in combat activity during October, November
and December. Our activity increased proportionally. Detachment One
made fourteen combat saves, one non-combat rescue and one medical evacua-
tion during this period. Det 1 was taskedwith maintaining 15 mimute
alert two days out of three, flying the last two and a half hours of
daylight on airbornme alert in the November Orbit area, with the 40th ARRS
from Udorn taking the third day. On that third day the 40th ARRS would
send two HH=53s to this station at first light and they would be on

15 minute alert umtil the last two and a half hours of daylight, when
they would fly airborne alert in the November Orbit area and recover
at their home station. Det 1 was on 30 mimute back-up alert on this
day. Det 1 was also taskedwith one of its HH-3E's on 45 minute alert
during the hours of darkness for in-country rescues and medical evacua-
tion missions. Due to mechanical difficulties encountered with the
HH-53 and battle damage incured on two HH-53s during the Boxer 22
mission, Det 1 HH-3Es were often requi:ed to fill1 in for the HH=53s

on that third day.

(8) (Gp 3) Det 1, 40 ARRS was the scene of operations and staging area
for three signirica.nt missions during this quarter. Our HH=3E, Jolly
Green 19, attempted to make a pickup of Knife 61 and 62, downed by
hostile ground fire at Muong Fhine, Laos on 6 Oct. He received ex-
tensive damage from hostile ground fire as he was attempting to land
there to rescue the aircrews and was forced to depart the area and re-
turn to base., Two HH=53s from 40th ARRS here on back-up alert were
launched and after delivery of considerable ordnance by Sandy and

Hobo aircraft, were able to effect a rescue of the eight aircrew
members and a large mumber of indigenous personnel. They recovered
here at our base. Two of the recovered aircrew had been wounded.

(s) (Gp 3) On the second significant mission HH-53s from the 4Oth ARRS
at Udorn were launched from our station to back-up 37th ARRS HH-3Es
engaged in a mission on Misty 11 on 24 Oct. HH=53s were staged out

of our facilities here during that SAR mission. This mission is
covered later in Combat Saves.

(S) (Gp 3). The third significant rescue effort and the most extensive
and costly to date was the Boxer 22 mission on 5, 6 and 7th of Dec.

Our HH-3Es, Jolly Green 37 and 09 were the initial Jolly Greens to

go on the mission. The two Boxer 22 pilots were downed near Ban Phan
Hop, Laos, a very heavily defended area near the North Vietnamese
border. HH=-538,Jolly Green 76 and 72 were launched from Udorn di-
rectly to a near-by holding point to back-up Jolly Greens 37 and 09,
HH=-538, Jolly Green 77 and 69 were sent to be staged out of this base,
but were needed prior to landing here and.continued on to the SAR area.
Jolly Green 37 started in for a rescue attempt, but was called off due
to intense antiaircraft fire. Jolly Green 09 then made an attempt at

a rescue but received intense mrwqgnﬂﬂh&gtﬂy evacuated the area.
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LOTH ARRSQ HLST, OCT-DEC 1969 6

This has also been a period of marked increase in rescue
activity. The month of October started the dry season in
South East Asia, making infiltration routes passable once
again. The resupplying of the anti-aircraft positions made
possible by the improving travel conditions was the primary
reasons for this increase. The following paragraphs enlarge
upon the missions we had.

The first real rescue of the quarter was a first light
effort on 2 October.* A Navy A-4 pilot bailed out at
121/102/89.5 The effort was marred by the crash of an A-l
aircraft on the runway at NKP during the scramble. Bad
communications with the survivor also contributed to the
difficulty encountered in this mission. The UHF Guard radio
was lost on the low bird6 as he made his approach to the
survivor but a successful pickup was finally made by the high
bird. The survivor was taken to NKP in excellent shape.

The mission of 6 October has to be the most unusual one
of the 40th's history.7 After two Ch-3 helicopters were brought
down by hostile ground fire at 12h/95/898 the BUFFS went in

and picked up forty six (46) foreign military personnel and

Mission Narrative 2-3-060, page 52

Gazeteer, page 17

Most SAR missions are flown with two HH-53 aircraft. The
high bird covers the pickup aircraft (low bird) in case he
is forced down.

7. Mission Narrative 2-3-061, page 55

8., Gazeteer, page 17
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LOTH ARRSQ HIST, OCT-DEC 1969 7

eight (8) USAF crew members., Forty three (43) of the forty six
people rescued were brought out by the low bird. This is an
undesputed record for the HH=53 aircraft.

Another unique mission occured on 8 October when three
downed crew members were rescued by the combined efforts of two
BUFFS.9 The Jolly Greens were scrambled to a position
66 miles on the 340° radial of Ch 72°° where the low bird
picked up the two crew members of an OV-10. The most important
event of these two pickups occured during the second rescue
when the electrical control of the hoist was shot out and the
Flight Engineer had to complete the hoist operation manually.l:
Because of the damaged hoist the high bird was called in to
pick up the back seater of the downed F-4. This survivor was
hanging upside down by his ankle in the trees and the

Pararescuemen (PJ) had to go down the hoist to bring him up.

ine omuy unsuccessful rescue attempt of the quarter for

et

the BUFr> occured on 24 uUctober.™ The BUFrd were scramblsd
) 13
to a point 25 miles on the ©C55 radial of Ch 72 where the

two crewmembers of a F-100 had bailed out. A HH-3E from

3

Ch 891 had already made a pickup attempt but was driven off

9. Mission Narrative 2-3-062, page 57

10. Gazeteer, page 17

1l. Under normal conditions the hydraulic system of the hoist
is controled electrically. 1f this system is lost, a
manual hydraulic backup system can be used.

12. Mission Narrative 1-3-079, page 61

13. Gazeteer, page 17
. ED)
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SR Tevort (mdfe O3, 02) ()

EGNOTe {100

3_. (03 A guecenslul meeowr wis condugted on the é4h of Nototer for
fa 01 and fnile L3, 'i‘.w :1“‘. rerifi, o CH=3 Holiconters, iont down
;.':t. 1115 hours it & Detebar 1967 nt IMusry Phiney & stort tlesef T snd

dEndine: (G 0T ) 8 “f-tz"’r"- logn =d & XO00A233.  Tals Tomert eovors

R T T I

those pelivitics rolating to the Sondys during the rescue elfort.

2, (3 E‘- i1 e heldeoubers were axgeped In an 1alil of friendly
Cinieenuns By .c'n* o manoert fxdendly operutions in the Muone “hine

s U G SR '._m-h Bd Weew fndnz thts Jol.uro-‘u. airstein for a ""“u:mf* Zona
{Leds) Zop thpvg Gora I8 susvord of the Junetion City f‘:ﬂ :*;*t,n qa..

Terndl iy Sriendly bimens wars In nouition #mund the 5L:%, before the
heliconber erre An for londinm. On € Oetober, friendly ’t.monc :Mu not
rencht Yo 1"nrlin;' tng. Allar seviral low maenes over the sivstrips
an wirepali, ®onts m", indlented “'\ut e sifudiion anpoared nsrmel
advisedl W oprooced vith the landinr. Fobo 22 and 23, twp /=l escort
grafh, Tad e first hm“.x_a.m'}t"*r nto 4-.&'.- fodltine apnesred 1
il indfe 61 was wboul o touchdmm,. AL that poinb, vory ccourste

ne sar Sire hid m‘\“ of hin emeines. A mo-tround wos =ttempbed
sihle, fg €1 exsah Ionded on e runwey at ennoximate-

 3115. "nife L1 ‘*“H“’"C(l mround flre fron tHo nowsthwents The enoord
alpereoh ebrick this ardt, After multinls p.'-weq on the neny pocition,
Moo 22 wmude soweral 16w nassen down the panway and no r'm-xw‘ fire wos

rerorted,  desmiing thot the molstunce wou spovzidie end hed been
#llenesd, gn attemnt win node by nife €2 to pickun tha crow of 'mife

A vy . . I
6l. As ‘mife (2 wient into n howver, heawr ind aceurate fire from the
south hit his casines Jnd e deeond heliconter wie uloo fovreed o
cragl dénds Eight WCAT Wlrepaenon fad 52 indisencus timens ware ot

3. (@) a4 1200 hours, Jundy L, 02, 03, were ornored on
cockpit alert: The Uondrg were sirtorae angd enyoubte fo thue seene ot
1215 hours. "'i*f-'f;*- areived en gecne ot 1300 hours. loko 22, 23, 2
end 28 were slwwadi on pounc w2 th Nedl 29 as the swwerd A%« TIn
audl tion o the abow_, the followiny; nireraft wére involwed: 4 Ael's,

3 F=4's, 1 P=100, 3 F=105's, 18 A=l's, 2 "..-3‘3, and 2 -531s.

he




La ey Adve Megborg soruion 9 &

Pl Jegared tn Lhe wosh sorthumy

iﬂul '-3 t}:ln- '?‘? \n R o u.’ :-"*-’tj ‘Il--: R e
O Wt 8 dad Lty Dolldnaw. e wiuithern Tunassy W

vover o L‘1 <l .,1* o Aima .,,M:-:'-u, Lha a’i"r,- LUPY ..W;'.'*:: ad w?\@rl

wy i ‘;‘K}“l u.tDJ S the opony 0% the sest ohd of P strlp betwoen the

fary foweed holicopters. e hoslile lorees had provionsly emstmicted
tmmm et gl vonisions o thy treeline suregunding the iy ,-'Li’-i;:.'.

e Svae syadtdons it sonldl sriss outornbie Wounmends :‘;*}*‘t"tl e 1

T3t AR 5 o] W ",' Sivoit dngo the ewprvivops' ousition. he of gw'me
prealdne walod bt s apnpeseisetely 75 mebtove tn the rigvin,

Y6 50 the cust, 79 mesord L the sogth, and 200 reters Yo the

- Martare wede belng Olaed Qidn e Jense tyees tortiienst mmd west

gxsriner I-r.afJ efforts Tie orlminal weithor Wi d'apro dnately 10,0007
overernt with oeeasionnl 1INt :'"tin. This deteriorated to 25 JO' cvercact,
Visdihil '?‘* v gmrowhed tediced An Us chovers tut remeined vorkable

for the mont il

i _;. ir"“') “*‘"‘m* Wy The &rydsel of thie Sandi's NoboZ2 wig 'oi~scoro onfishder."
Iy .‘__L M4 £ AT -LC;,.I;.'_ 1) . :.:li\:u .uk.i.l i-‘) di ”{"c{' ‘d wmxe ﬂct &trl-u.;q. H.u‘bel‘
inife Cm wits shiot dowm, otrdilkes wore contimmed based on dircciiolns received

from the surmdvors on Wha roound.

'!‘l'-"'

6. (8) Tre dovdy's pecotved a thorouzh bricfing frem Holo 22. This
Trieftns dfdentificd The pogition ond m._m o of the sur ‘].“J{};.:», tha
..j.J.-z*ec-\,J.m of the laat Incomipe fire, dnd UHF Channels in uné. 1ing
dealmantod \-,r»m,,r Gl vo the "on=scenc cc:u."x.nde““ at 1315 1_.an=q._ Since
rround Sire wos otlll dnsoming Jrom three of the L.2.'s four sides, the
avrcn shviously roquired mich more ovdnance. Sandy 01 remuested mpve
réacoire m foom Ring. Wedl 29 wois well versed'in tlw s'i.tt.utiﬂh e-m:-i
entinmed o put reoonsges in at Tandy Cl's diregticns: ARthsudh sudh
goTies f),i strikes bommorerlly silenced Uie cround Lire in one uZ'{:ﬁ, Tround
Phag Domoniy 1_“01" started fron another arcd, Sandy O prepared to move
Lhe }}t.liﬂ@yu;‘!:‘ cdnsey soveral tdnns or"v to howve pround fire besin avein.

Notor eaeh serien of oty ked, ey li‘mrg wuld roave eleser to Lo
rositions of ¥mife &1 and (5 gy .Lh,.-n foxholes and eatrehched positions

inslde the troclinngs Tandy Ol_ reqiasie rl soft ordnince eond ble of pin'aoint
ol livu*ﬂ" eloae to the survivers’ posillon. IJoecificually, landy Q) ushed
Hns for A=l% Isudod with (4._»4—114. and mu&:etu. A Sundy 01 propared to
reaens wue of CHi-19 (Suwdust), hls alterastives vere further limdted.
Frat, the tvn i17=53 heXlcontars lsunched o sunpord the elffort vere

i thdeaatie e ebpon foF Lhis win mob Moown to the on-sceng force.

By Infemmnifen rvdilinie b tho Wine Coditand Post tias this the
indd SENORG forer wos direcled to be Iof% overnighi o secure e

::irn'b:r" Ny comoe menbly the wesone vos diruetoed b,;- higher mlu‘r‘a“\t" Ve

be Yirdeed o fhe o dowavd halfoonier crewa, Then, Jolly Dowen 36
AR %o retad o Dave with cuechenicsd peehless,  This presented ’hc

use of gawdust Weecause all 00 men esuld nod bo mcow.rod il ong BP=3.
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lor ¢onld fhey Yo Jelt dnoupaeitaied T the G119 rr '11. “-.'.3'1(' ieli Tt
of tho enewir. The ewpeebel ranetisa of £ht Priund )
suvivers i; only ene r;_ 'Il neldeanbor anded wes uy a "-.-fr"ta:;.e
e had ondy one he 'Hc'f iy .-.*.v gidaihidey Dandir G -I’:.Ld e s o :,:'_ tively
HetoREindn thErE T " e o 78 2 t.‘m Sy 'jt""""l** DTG e
Sootild o ¥ LS Poalh Ui u'..'f" Vo dhas e

i Lndlgonoas tnumicd vepe
Chan Atie ainsde 1\.3:1;:01.,:»‘;- P _J.n to l.*'.nu. Sinoe

A-,.r‘-\-.l. 1
e oL S i “onbine e morecd thal ether friondly troons in the ores
Here roving b reinforece the indimenoun survivers. At tils time, tho
s i‘i“v slogloneid oxeont LUy one areis W the northenst ot th

Junebion of tho tra rendss Tn this uwnen, mua appeared in the omen uur"nf
eae of ihe lulls as if thoy wore the Iriendlics trying to Join forces.
Howevery once tho urv*lvc:_rr on the syound exmised thelr position, these
troops betin o JMre on the friendlics. Fochets and mortur younds now
Tmiled .d...n i *rw 3ea. noehraer on the L.;G"uﬂ rosition of the survivers.
sy Q1 and deliverad CUI=LL und rockels to the northeast within

20 muters of tho friendlias, This silenced the nyeay After s sirike to
the Tast on r.'}-ortm:' pasitions, “nile €1 repovied that all wis gquiet.

After Lrmlling on winy noases and peeelving no fire, Sandy 01 still Telt
L wes pot Dully seeure, bub Jolly Jreen 1Y wis within 10 mingdtes of Wis
blame fuel tines Sondy 0L decided %o tring .’_n Jolly fTreen 19, vho wig
bricfed 1o come in hiph over the tws downed hélicovlers 4nd ¥ lot down
betugen Ukn. Neemuse of the five vhich had come fronm the lerthecst,

he elegred to cet down on the ostorn-mast portion of tho oir bt.r‘-in. lg
he wis about to.bouch dowmy w Yeavy mchino gan onened up froh the north-
WeS dolly TGruen 19 malled oub to the west enffering several hits.

(8
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o e
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¢ thiy Lime, worlor and srall amms fire bessn to rake the surdvors
position. Sande 01 a*u‘i n requested solt ordndnee, Tondy 0 zlso

reaiented More noelicoptors, Saalugd, und renidcements for Sandyy 01
throuth Ok wWio wore low on {uel and ordpance. Jolly Creen 19 rovorted
that ho .mi ovcryunr:rg under contrel md that he did mnt need an esecort
to Chunnel Soncy OF ondd 08 wrrd ved at 1700, fondv 01 bricfed

Sandy G7 u‘-‘*a nvc’mc* on=seene ovaander. Sondys O throurk 04 then
exnended the rest of thelr ordnmnee and rebuined to Churnel £9. The
situation vhien Sandy 07 tock over 4 one-scene eommnder wes eriticenl.
neny faress wore ‘ir"r' HE the survivops from t&w gast,; south, and
wests At 1710, Hnilfe €1 renorted to findy 07 that v irerdenns had

Just heen tmumded,  AY thuat re, Jolly Creen '?l und 72 were oute to
the secene und Ssnr"v 05 andd 06 wore - aridoe thes., Sandy 07 Lrwdintely
repwated that Tawinslh alreraft bo lounchod % be avallnkle i rore
Jowdugt was neadet. The onrlier i‘l’. ghts vore geltliny low on fuel. 'S&ndy
07 and Of made Jow passes on the enouy pesl tic...,.,_ They delivered CMi=ll
and yoekets, and straled o within 20 fegl of the swrvivers who continually
requested even sloser crdnance deldvery. Knife 61 ealled fire fyom 2ll
noints of the comnass and & moriar mund it one of the downed helicontors.
T hellcopter arned aml was completely dustyoyed. After cueh of the

i::‘m ronvleron the ground, 18 remired alnost an hour to oltain

pasges by Ouandy 07 and 08, inife 61 would revort 2ll quiet, Ilowover, after

several minutes, he would sguln report ineosming firo. ~Ansarently the




;""',;\ AR M S SUhE G e gl v endd baoolde
v A Al G.?, L e wriAre Yot wmve hin poeiticyn e
ONlY IO LARNICE ST, Uhore fes pa S for Nirthew de Tusr i
dtteinbine & winses  Supdy OF élieved $hat 40 the rercte wos mioh
madie Bl MGLaEL the by e au"' P overran the murvivors noshilen.
qawndre OF aoed shed I".---‘-J-?u"ti; LY ag the Snwtaok $14eht cormendes and
e Oves. by ..:_J. IS t‘}f IR TRGIV a ) fn?r;smt a byz syoind

Wi {“1.'&*:(:..*‘ wosdtion. Ao ongn o6 Jolly Nroen 71 ard 72 rouched

thely lodiing moint o the cliintk, Sandr OF Bilafud thun to mnte their
appposch Ioum thie serthessl and Tahd hotupen the S dovmed GH=3b,
When 913 lorecn werd In nadi \.m,;, indy 07 clesred Sowdust A0 in

'*w’ n,-’-w.—: up 8l Sroen 71 in Bis orbit to the eust. Initially,

Soncy OF myovided voles inatmuetions to dolly Green 71, Ao the
u.?_%wm,v“ u'\;?muqn d e Leda, "mile 41 provided circehionti, Tha

Towy Hawdunt wireelt Told the OU-1% ,.;u;"u-c-...;\,r and &ll four Tdndys
Jodned 3n ‘;_.-..a.-i:':': ‘.i-?.“‘:f):l-‘d.‘:-;"zll-"fn) firc on all alides of the 1.2 dolly

71 wan en Hlie ot s-"l".'}r\*}"\c"."::thl_,? two minubess He thonh (..{A.F\..\l the

ared o e noplliengle  Mife (29 cive up on the rﬁd“(} Bt o"‘],;r 71
empeosed the arve 40d Infomed Sandy 07 that throe Amsylenns had Losn
lr‘ft behing in the msh oi’ b mrw* noue troops 0 bodrd ke heliconter.
tonide OF enlled sn Jollv dvcen 7.). "ii%h no hesitation, Jolly Treen
"‘2. wade g AN B dncd Bndine,  The Sdndys kot ap cunw.i,un\.. grinTnee
delivory "'mw" e ol qu,Jq,' Creon ':‘:”: 7y on the mround lesa then one
rimites AL 3‘(;;:, o1l GALL forees were galely out of the sren ond gnroute
t Chamnel €9, A total of 46 indiomous ond e gat Amerdern guxvivors
had bowm recovered. nlfe €20 wag the laect xion to Joave the I «Zs ond
rﬁ sortod Shit no one alive wis loft. Anproximately siy indircnous desd
wers Yot helind,

P
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7o (3} e difficulties encountered by the Sendy forces were as
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8,9,10
V. NARRATIVE L
On 30 September 1969 aircraft 67-14721 incurred battle damage which
caused it to crash in the Planne de Jarres near LIMA Site 98. From 1 October
through 3 October it was stripped of all unnecessary weight and on 3 October
it was moved to LIMA Site 98 by a US Army CH~S54 Flying Crans. On L October
Major Bruce L. Athon, Captain Fred A. Berger, SSgt Roy O. Adams and Sgt
William J. Coatello fram the FOL escorted the Army CH-S5L crane back to LIMA Site
98 (20A) in an effort to return the crippled helicopter to Udorn RTAFB. Due to
turbulence causing severe oscillation of the helicopters, the Army crew was
forced to jettison the CH-3 5.6 miles south of LIMA Site 98, resulting in its
complete destruction. During the hookup at LIMA Site 98, the CH-3 was blown
off its shoring, forcing Sgt Costelle to jump from the helicopter and break
his arm.

On 1 October 1969, Major Henry M. Enterline, Captain Wayne R. Bevan,
Sgt Jack C. Barber and SSgt Harry M. Spivey on a TACAN support mission to
channel 99 were diverted by King to rescue a downed Misty FAC, but the
pickup was made by an HH-3.

On 3 Qctober Major Robert R. Arnau, Lt Col William C. Hartman, TSgt
Maurice D. Stagers and TSgt Homer L. Ramsey were low bird in a flight of
three CH-~3's on an emergency exfiltration of a forward reconnaissance fLeam.
The team had been under hostile fire, but Spads suppressed it before the
helicopter went in to make the pickup and the aircraft received no hits.
On the same day, six Knife helicopters transported 201 Laotian troops and
13,550 pounds of cargo from the SGU Camp to Muong Phine.

The next day, 6 October, Major Claret D. Taylor, Lt Col Theodore D. Silva,
MSgt Kenneth G. Reynolds and SSgt Clarence W. Cossiboom were shot down
on an almost identical mission carrying twenty-six Laotian troops from a LIMA
Site, Northeast of Saravan to Muong Phine. The FAC and the A-1l's had both flown
low over the landing zone and although the troops which were supposed to be
there were not, it was deemed safe to land. Major Taylor was just approaching a
hover when ground fire struck the aivrcraft, An immediate departure was
attempted, but the aux servo and the number one engine had been shot out and
the single engine capability was inadequate. Major Taylor bent the heli-
copter around in a tight 360° turn to set it back down on the original
site. The helicopter was evacuated and air strikes commenced to protect the
downéd helicopter crew.

Major Philip J. Conran, Captain Peter L. Costa, TSgt Homer L. Ramsey,
and TSgt Wilburn T. Franklin in the second helicopter orbited until fuel
became critical. Ground fire had practically ceased and Major Conran
reasoned, in spite of having an unarmed helicopter, that the best course of
action would be to go in and let off his twenty-six Laotian troops and try
to get the other crew out. In that way there would be fifty-two troops on
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the ground to hold off the enemy. A most probable safe route in was decided
upon by Major Conran and the Hobos, but the helicopter began taking hits as
he started the final approach. The primary servo was shot out on the approach
and as the other crew was entering the helicopter, the transmission oil was
shot out. The helicopter was evacuated and Major Conran and MSgt Reymolds
primarily set wp a defensive perimeter with the Laotians while Lt Col Silva
and Maj Taylor acted as ground FAC's directing air strikes. Learning that
the M-60'g were still on the lead helicopter, Maj Conran took a Laotian

and fetched them back to the defensive perimeter in spite of the hostile
fire. One had jammed in the air and was unusable; the other jammed after
750 rounds due to the mud and dirt.

The SAR effort was initiated and continued for approximately six hours until
finally "sawdust" was used in a final attempt to get the crews out before nightfall.
In the middle of the afternoon, an HH-3 piloted by Captain Langham of the
LOth ARRS, Det 1, landed to attempt a pickup, but received numerous hits in
the engine and transmission area and was forced to depart due to the battle
damage before a rescue could be accomplished., During the afternoon, Lt Col
Silva was wounded in the back dangerously close to his spine and Major
Conran received a leg wound. An HH-53 Buff piloted by Captain Bell of the
4Oth ARRS was the first to be able to land and rescue personnel. All
the Laotian troops rushed into the rear of the helicopter leaving the
Americans to go to the side door well above the ground. Sgt McParr and Sgt
Moran, the PJ's, provided covering fire whils the wounded were helped aboard.
The 54 survivors picked up by Captain Bell sstablished a USAF record for the
number of personnel to be rescued by one helicopter. With the heavily loaded
helicopter, Captain Costa, Sgt Ramsey and Sgt Cossiboom were inadvertly left
behind on the ground. Learning of the three Americans still on the ground,
Gapt Nelson in the second HH-53 immediately came down and picked them up.
Thanks to the intensive efforts of the 4Oth ARRS, the 1lst S0S and numerous
other units, all crewmembers were returned safely. The wounded were med-
evaced to Udorn by Captain Leslie Swanson and Lt Col Hulbert Weitzel. For
his herois actions that day, Major Conran was recommended for the Congressional
Medal of Honor. The rest of the crewmembers were recoammended for Silver
Stars,

The support mission to carry laotian troope from the SGU camp to Muong
Phine on 7 October was cancelled.

Major James C. Hughes, Lt Col William C. Girard, TSgt Charles B. Maxwell
and SSgt Harvey A. Meltzer completed an emergency medical evacuation from
"B" Comp., 809th Bat on 8 Oct. On 9 Oct four Enife CH-3's transported 169
Laotian troops and 1200 pounds of cargoe from the SGU camp to Musng Phalang.

On 12 October Captain Aubrey M. Culp, Lt Col Hulbert F. Weitzel, SSgt
Lawrence M. Dreyer and 5Sgt Clarence W. Cossiboom were low bird in a flight
of three which successfully completed an emergency exfiltration of a for-
ward reconnajssance team from & landing zone requiring a Iifteen foot hover
at 4300 feet pressure altitude and 21°C outside air temperature. The wsather
was 8o poor that only one A-1 was able to go down with the helicopter and
the FAC. It was later determined that the rescus was possible only because
they were riding a 20 knot wind., For his outstanding airmanship, Capt Culp
was recommendsed for a Distinguished Flylng Cross,
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the area was one kilometer northeast of point Delta on

the main route structure. However, the survivor's actual
location was on 3 ridge line running east to west four
kilometers southwest of Tchepone or 52NM SSE of the briefed
area. The actual terrain was predominately high rolling
hills covered by jungle foliage.gs

(S) War Ace 300 was finally picked up by Jolly Green
70 at 0845 hours. This was a delay of 2% hours due to an
indefinite fix on the survivor's location, In order that
time could be saved in a SAR effort, it was suggested that
an ajreraft with direction finding capability be diverted
or launched to pinpoint the survivor's location during the
hours of darlmess.%

(8) Further details of the SAR effort for War Ace
300 can be found in the Rescue Narrative Report which is
included as supporting document Lk,

(S/NF) Another successful rescue was conducted for
Knife 61 and 62 on 6 October. The aircraft, two CHe3
helicopters, want down at 1115 hours at Muong Phine, a short
takeoff and landing (STOL) airstrip located at xno9h233.57

(s) At 1200 hours, Sandy 01, 02, 03, and Ol were

ordered on cockpit alert. The Sandys were airborne and




L

enroute to the scene at 1215 hours. They arrived on scene
at 1300 hours and joined Hobo 22, 23, 2k, and 25 who were
already there with Nail 29 as the supporting FAC, In ade
ditien to the above, the following aircraft were involved:
four A=L's; three F=l's; one F-100; three F-105's; eighteen
A-1's; two HHe3's; and two I—II42-53”E:.58

(S) The landing zone was the eastern portion of a
500 foot STOL airstrip. The airstrip is located to the west
southwest of the intersection of Routes 23 and 9. Dense
trees and heavy foliage covered the area to the north, east
and west of the road. The southern boundary was a river
with a thick tree line along the banks. The choppers were
unloading friendly indigenous troops for an infil mission.,
Both choppers took hits from a well«planned enemy ambush
and crashed in a clear area close to the STOL strip. The
survivors took up a position in the open at the east end of
the stiip between the two downed helicopters.sg

(S) Prior to the arrival of the Sandy's, Hobo 22 was
on=scene commander while Nail 29 directed some jet strikes,
After Knife 62 was shot down, strikes were continued based

60
on directions received from the survivors on the ground.




(8) The Sandy's received a thorough briefing from Hobo
22, This briefing identified the position and numbers of the
survivors, the direction of the last incoming fire, and UHF
channels in use., Since ground fire was still incoming from
three of the LZ's four sides, the area required much more
ordnance, Nail 29 was well versed in the situation and con=
tinued to put resources in at Sandy 01's direction. Several
times, Sandy 01 tried to move in helicopters only to be
met by ground f;‘i.r.-a..é1

(s) As Sandy 01 prepared to request use of CBU=19
(Sawdust), his alternatives were further limited. First,
the two HH=53 helicopters launched to support the effort
were withdrawn. The reason for this was not known to the
on=scene forca.éz'

(8) Information available at the Wing Command Post was
that the indigenous force was directed to be left overnight
to secure the airstrip, consequently the rescue was directe
ed by higher authority to be limited to the two downed heli-
copter crews. Then, Jolly Green 36 had to return to base

with mechanical problems., This prevented the use of CBU=-19
because all 60 men could not be recovered by one HHe3, Nor

e
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could they be left é.ncap&citatad by the CBU=19 and at the
mercy of the enemy. .

(3) With only one helicopter available, Sandy 01 had
to positively ascertain through "MONTANA" that the indig-
enous troops knew and accepted the fact that only the Amsr-
ican and indigenous wounded were to be picked up when the
single helicopter came in to land, Since there was no ine
terpreter on the ground, it required almost an hour to obe
tain c:r.mfi::n:l.'—::l:icm.6’-L

(8) Sandy 07 and 08 arrived on scene at 1700 hours.
Sandy 01 through OL then expended the rest of their ordnance
and returned to Channel 89, The sit.ua.tion when Sandy 07
took over as on-scene commander was critical, Inemy forces
were firing at the survivors from the east, west and south.
At 1710, Knife 61 reported to Sandy 07 that two Americans
had just been wounded. At that time, Jolly Green 71 and T2
were enroute to the scene and Sandy 05 and 06 were escort-
ing them.

(S) After putting in more ordnance and with darimess
only 30 minutes away, there was no time for further delay
in attempting a rescue. Saddy 07 believed that if the
rescue was not made by %ghtfa.ll the enemy would overrun

the survivors position,




(8) Sandy O7 assigned Sawdust LO as the Sawdust flight
cormander and briefed him to lay down four strips of Sawdust
forming a box around the survivor's position. As soon as
Jolly Green 71 and 72 reached their holding point to the
east, Sandy 07 briefed them to meke their approach from the
northeast and land between the two downed CH—B&.&?

(S) Jolly 71 was on the ground approximately two
minutes. He then exited the area to the northeast. Knife
62B came up on radio as Jolly 71 egressed the area and in=
formed Sandy 07 that three Americans had been left behind
in the rush of indigenous troops to board the helicoptar.éa

(S) Sandy 07 called in Jolly 72, With no hesitation,
Jolly 72 made his approach and landing and was on the ground
less than one minute. At 1755, all SAR forces were safely
out of the area and enroute to Channel 89, A total of L6
indigenous and eight American survivors had been recovered,
Enife 62B was the last man to leave the LZ and reported
that no one alive was 1ef‘t..69

(8) The difficulties encountered by the Sandv forces
were as follows =70

a. The initial withdrawal of the HHe53 helicopters
coupled with mechanical difficulties and battle damage to

the HH-3s resulted in a span of 30 minutes whan no helicopters

were on the scene.
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