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MissionVarrative Report #2-3-061,-6 Oct 69 EU] 

3ARRnp [JSARC3 
APO 96307 

1. RI] 'Isis report iz sub-litted in acco -:..dance with AR= 55-2/ 
11.112T? STY? 1, dated 11 Jr.I.z• 196P.. 

2. [n] On 6 Oct 69 	 31 71 and 7 were on lacknn alert tt 
channel 39 when Or 19 and In 36 were scra.tbled on this (.3AR miz-zion. 
At a7nronir.;atel7 15:30L 	 hydralic prolers and 7.73c to 
C7 	71 a-ed JG 72 were sera...b1ez1 at 1630L and airborne at 1615L. 

enroutc to the rIAR ara radio conversation -cnitorea on 77 
indicatee that another recover7 attempt was und ,r----av ,Fith .10 i. At 
16457.,  JG 19 retorted taYinr: late snd br adng of the att=rt  ,rcth a 
,zenerator out. It yna now apparent that 31 and  72  were prinary 1.'or the 
rescue.  Im"rtek:!iate 71reparations vere besun enroute be:muse cire=stanocl 
Ladicated that there would be  insufficient  ti-7,e after arrival in tile lAR 
exem because of ti 	atid17  apliroachin; sunset  and because the f7a--r1ust 

• were minim?: lov on fguel. Sandy 5 was  contacted at 1705L and,be 
directed. 71 and 72 into an orbit r --:.m.  Northwest of the rca.  an 7 
directed Saudust flip-ht to deploy.  at 1724 and briefed 71 and 72 to move 
into an orbit ‘position 4 Ts.:.1. Ilortheast, the direction from vhich the 
approach vould be rude. Sandy 7 determined that 30 71 was ready for the 
atten.pt, then briefed on the procedures to be used. 30 71 was e.irectr-d te 
decend to 2,000 AGL and he ready for an Immediate arproach to the site 
cleared. Sandy 7 cleared JI 71 in at 1733. 30 71 nvitched to 77' urcinnd 
contacted  Knife  61 Aloha  on  final.  Knife  61  Alnha talked  Jn 71 dcr.rn  to t'-le 
landing site, and  rrovided 1xel1ent  informaticp_pn obitructions, en-v fire. 
etc. 30 71 landed and loa0eQ6jndi7^nows NIdt5  !MAY survivors aboarE.. 
At 1738L JG 71 vaz airborne after droPpinfr the external tanks to reftce 
aircraft veight.;lathin .20 seconds Xnite 6213 called outfit? guard, ancl 	• 
advised that there vere 3 USAF 'aFrvivors still at the site.  _Sandy  7 asked 
.TG 72 irtia.valx readr to came in.for the pickun. 30 72 reported on final 
and contacted-6a on guard.  30.72 Landed at 17401, and was airborne at 
174314 with73 USAF survivors. 

1 ! 
Dowzysra:ded at 3 year 
iztervals; declassified 
after 12 years 
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The CAE forces l'ere 728'ed to c'enc: 30 and the Sandies proceded to 
expend n11 ordnance on the 	Jn 72 had reccied tzround fire 
and a severP vtion ,ras causeflcv t1e in tins' mortar rod I and 
a hit throur:h tho ?fain Potor Made. J=-;. 17 launchea from C7 89 to 
intercept and escort JG 72 line' to C,T 82. This rescue attempt mas 
successfUl because of 2 malor actions. The first 1ms 1;ecause of the 
excell,,=t and positive control of all forces ySandY 7  and tt-e second 
vas :ue to the precise and over:111 coverare of the enemy forces Iri.th 
C3U-19. AlthouT,h the onenr 	a•,pronchce to witIlin 50 - 75 foet the 
anti-riot charaCtcristic of the 	prevente4 tterl from effectivoly 
us1n2 either the mortars or th--tir individual veal:0ns. 

3. (111 Total Survivors - 54 combat ,saves. 

T-Ivlor, C. D.. major ;  21  SOS 

Cava, T. D., Lt Col„ 21 MS 

Conran ;  P. J., Major, 21 PCS . 

Costa, P. L. Capt, 21 SOS 

:ynolds, T. G., Z1Sgt, 21 SOS 

YrankIin, W4 T., Tt, 21 7,3S 

liamsey, X. L., Tt, 2/ SO2 

Cossiboom, C. N., SSgt, 21 SOS 

Plus 46 Foreign.military T.:erconnel 

co o 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals; declassified after 22 years 
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4. [u] Mc rescue crnwo 7ere: 

JOLLY GPF= 71 L Lu,j 

• • 
• 71e11, Holly G.', 5apt, 

rr7) 
	

C,ane,er5cn, Gas-7 F. Cart, 

7art7,1an, J7...ck L., 

7: Wilson, Jort 

7r: Garznno, Anthen7 

A7?: 9hittea, Jeffery L., •1 9 

 JOLLY GREM 72 EraGal 

AC: 7e 1,-;en, Clary L., Cart, 

CI': Ue,snan, James H., CATA, 

LeBean, Sterhen L., Mgt, 

RS: Moran, Jack D., SE7,7t, 

MCParr, Anthony' J., Sgt, 

J/- 

GAY/L.. 77LCE7, Cantain, USAF 
Co=mander - 

, 

- 

HOLLY 	DELL, Captain, USAF 
Aircraft Co=ander 

_GROUP 4 
Downgraded at a year 
int2rvals: deolassifiej 
after 1..2 years 
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DET 1, 40th ARRS CY 4/69 

CHAPTER II 

Oeeretions and Training 

Operations  

(S) (GP 3) The good weather and resultant clear skys of the dry season 
brought a marked increase in combat activity during October, November 
and December. Our activity increased proportionally. Detachment One 
made fourteen combat saves, ene non-combat rescue and one medical evacua-
tion during this period. Dot I was taska3with maintaining 15 minute 
alert two days out of three, flying the last two and a half hours of 
daylight on airborne alert in the November Orbit area, with the 40th ARRS 
from Udorn taking the third (lay. On that third day the 40th ARRS would 
:end Liao HH-530 to thin etet'In nt firet light and they would be on 
15 minute alert until the lae two and a half hours of daylight, when 
they would fly airborne ale/A in the November Orbit area and recover 
at their home station. Dot I was on 30 minute back-up alert on this 
day. Det 1 was also taskedeth one of Ite HII-3Els on 45 minute alert 
during the hours of darkness for in-country rescues and medical evacua-
tion missions. Due to mechanical difficulties encountered with the 
1111-53 and battle dnmage incured on two IIN-53s during the Doxer 22 
mission, Det 1 HH-3Es were often required to fill in for the HH-53s 
on that third day. 
(S) (Gp 3) Det 1, 40 ARRS wee the scene of operations and staging area 
for three significant missiee7,  during this quarter.  Our HHe3E, Jolly 
Green 19, attempted to make n pickup of Knife 61 and 62, downed by 
hostile ground fire at Muong 	1407 on 6 Oct.  He received ex- 
tensive damage from hostile ;round fire as he was attempting to land 
there to rescue the aircrews and was forced to depart the area and re-
turn to base. Two Uhl-53s frem 40th ARRS here on back-en alert were 
launched and after delivery rf eoneidereLle ordnance by Sandy and 
Hobo aircraft, were able to effect a reeeee of the ei;ht aircrew 
members and a large number of indieenove pornonnel. They recovered 
here at our base. Two of th.e recoverce2 aircrew had been wounded. 
(S) (Gp 3) On the second si -nificant mierien ICI-53s from the 40th ARRS 
at Udorn were launched from (lir station le:: back-up 37th ARRS H11-3E5 
engaged in a eiesion on Misty 1 on 24 Oet. 1IH-53s were ntaged out 
of err facilities here durine that SAR mission. This mission is 
covered later in Combat Eaveee 
(S) (Gp 3) The third sienif:eant rescue effort and the mort extensive 
and costly to date war the Pexer 22 miseion on 5, 6 and 7th of Dec. 
Our HH-3Es, Jolly Green 37 and 09 were the initial Jolly Greens to 
go on the mission. The two 1 .;exer 22 pilots were downed near Ban Than 
Hop, Laos, a very heavily defended area near the north Vietnamese 
border. HH-53s,Jolly Green 76 and 72 were launched from Udorn di-
rectly to a near-by holding eeint to back-up Jolly Greens 37 and 09. 
HH-53s, Jolly Green 77 and 	were sent to be staled out of this bese, 
but were needed prior to lan'ing here and continued on to the SAR area. 
Jolly Green 37 started in fc-,. a rescee ottempt, but was called off due 
to intense antiaircraft fire. Jolly Green 09 then made an attempt at 
a rescue but received intenee ground fire nnd hastily evacuated the area, 
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39th ARRSq History, 	Oct ze Leen 	69 
DATE: 6 Oct 69 	 13 October 1964 

Supporting J.+:.::. -7.41nt 3 
MIS3N"; NUMBER: 2-3-061-601169 (Part 2 of 2 Parte) e, e  

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: King 2 Report 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFT: Knife 61 Pi 62 (CH-3 Helicopters) 

LOCATION: 122/92/89, XD095279 

SAVES: 56 Combat (48 Indieenous, A American) 

1. 01 After takeoff from Udorn, we proceeded to the IAR scene, 
arriVine in the area at 06407. rlandy 1 & 2, randy 3 . h 4, Jolly 
Green 36 & 19, and Jolly Ireen 71 & 72 were on mcene, with 7am -!t-  1 
actin; as on-moene-commender. Nail 29 wee acting nn the FAC putting 
in air strikes on enemy troope. 

2. 0 At 0700Z ;:e &emended and refueled Jolly Ireen 19 Pe  16, ' 
giving them each 2,000 lb of fuel. Refueltne corpleted at 07297, 
At this time Kin! 1 wnn Binee feel and R7B. Yinutes prior, Blue 
Chip (we understand) M/IA0 the eeeielon that only Americnne and 
wounded were to be picked up, leaving epproximetely 47 troorm on 
the ground. This decision was questioned by both Fine 1 nnd 2. 
Because all personnel on the ground wes felt to be tentemount to 
condemning them to certein canture or death. 	van •len reit by 
all forces on scene that when a choprer did set daen that it wee7d 
be overwhelmed by the eureivore end that it would be tmroemible to 
deny them entry due to sheer weieht of nembere. Thim later proved 
to be the cite°. At this time Joker ordered Jolly Ireen 71 R,  72 to 
itTB to Channel F19. This was alne nuesticned due to the need of 
backup helicopters should eomethine hareen to dienble Jolly ^reen 
19 & 36. Joker agnin ordered the RTD of 71 72 end they left the 
area. 

3. (A At 09307, after eeveral airstrike, n the eels, randy I, 
began to move the forces in for a pickup ettempt. The plan wee 
for Jolly green 19 to ao in and pickup the Americanm and vonnded 
and Jolly Green 36 to provide cover. While movine in, personnel 
were observed on the road anproximmtely 1 mile north of the ereeh eit 
site.. While we attempted to identify these personnel the Jolly 
Greens exited the area. After lenethy discussions with, 'mokey 
(AIRA Savnnahkhet), and Top Pat, a ground adviser to friendly troops, 
it was determined that these were not friendly troops approaching'. 
More flighto of fent And slaw mover e were nut !el, eometime, etrikine 
to wiln 10 eetere er 	ivore. 	 Xnira 61 reported 
lull in eeeme 	 jally Greere moved in for another 
attempt— At thie title Jo117 leeta 7t, rererted a serious hydraulic 
leak in hie trenemieeien And thet 	eee! have to RTB immedixtele. 

7(e_eee'-eire 

1 GV.UTIP -I 
L. 3 
:if.er 12 
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39th A.-‘zs• aiitern - &fta. 7 Aiti 60. VailoresiPtint bbetilig _ 
Jo11y,7r,in 19 ss,Z1 he Would rewek ".04-the At's it its ("odd otd&m.! t 
tim, 

 op coier for him. Helicopter Prff s"-Air Arteries, WAS monitorinii,514R.c' 
i.41,queno3r and immediately offered Me help. Ai 19 mm4,111! MoVed lisv, 

in and went into a hover s  19 began receiving ground fire s  takinCla 
hitt', losing generator end pulling ctrt. --,-anndy 3 & I were design/A*45E7 
to escort 19 and 36 back to CI{ 89, eintsc,...;:r were out Of or4inanaii4-1',  

r+ 

- 4. • sandy 5 & 6 and 7 & 8 arrived on teen, at 10007. 	 '?we t.  
:designated as On-Scene-Commender. Fortenetely Jolly elreen 71 Ahri72 
arrived on scene at 10157, beine relaunched from ON 89. Sandy 1 ii4Air 
Binge fuel and RTB after briefing 9endy 7. At 10157, lawduet 40 thrli 43, CBU 19 equipped aircraft, were moved into the area end expended. 
,Sandy 5 thru 8 farmed their protective dnisy chain and contineelly 
expended while Jolly Omen 71 & 72 moved in. Am Jolly Ireton 71 set 
down at the crash site he wan overwhelmed by 47 indigrenona and i5 
Americans who somehow manneed to board the helicopter. An Jo117 . 
Creen 71 pnlled out, Knife 41B came up on eeerd and nnnouneed that he 
and hie two companions would aloe like a ride out. Jolly Green 72 
immediately oeme in and picked un the lent three eurylvors. rnife 
6113 later said thlt all people who wore alive had been picked up. 

5 	%inter the pickup, flNeqe 7 decided to doetrev the one remein- 
ing INifo helicopter, the other one had been hit by enemy mortar fire 
and trt1 1-lurning fiercely. After the chopper had been disabled, all 
:fora ee departed . 

6.  (100 hOSUMO of forcess 

Available Firhters net Peed 

Simmer (F-4) 
Shako (F-4) 
138551 
Maeic Stone (TTnk) 
Car Fish (F-4) 
Banyon (F-4) 
Zagle Omen (T-2P) 

Pirht-,rm nended  

Marlin (F-105) 
Spid 40 (A-1) 
Sandy 1-4 (A-1) 
Sandy 5-8 (A-1) 
Saledurst 40-0 (A-1) 

Other Forcer  

Policopter PPR 
Raven 31 
Nail 29 

7. (U) Cromembers: 

AMC Cpt Harris' FE TnIFt Tucker 
AC Lt Col Lanou FE Inet Shore,- 
OP MAI Rigeort LM MSat Rewrite 
N Opt Bonck RO Sgt Roland 

L„e  

eJ N A. HARRIS, Captain, USAF 
'Airborne Mission Commander _ 

40-160441016 
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DET 1, 40th ARRS CY 4/69 	14-3 

CHAPTER II 

Operations and Training 

Operations  

(S) (GP 3) The good weather and resultant clear skys of the dry season 
brought a marked increase in combat activity during October, November 
and December. Our activity increased proportionally. Detachment One 
made fourteen combat saves, one non-combat rescue and one medical evacua-
tion during this period. Dot 1 was taakeiwith maintaining 15 minute 
alert two days out of three, flying the last two and a half hours of 
daylight on airborne alert in the November Orbit area, with the 40th ARRS 
from Udorn taking the third day. On that third day the 40th ARRS would 
send two HH-53s to this station at first light and they would be on 
15 minute alert Until the last two and a half hours of daylight, when 
they would fly airborne alert in the November Orbit area and recover 
at their home station. Dot I was on 30 minute back-up alert on this 
day. Dot I was also taskedwith one of its HH-3Els on 45 minute alert 
during the hours of darkness for in-country rescues and medical evacua-
tion missions. Due to mechanical difficulties encountered with the 
HH-53 and battle damage ineured on two HH-53s during the Boxer 22 
mission, Dot 1 HH-3ES were often required to fill in for the HH-53e 
on that third day. 
(S) (Gp 3) Dot 1, 40 ARRS was the scene of operations and staging area 
for three significant missions during this quarter. Our HH-3E, Jolly 
Green 19, attempted to make a pickup of Knife 61 and 62, downed by 
hostile ground fire at Muong Thine, Laos on 6 Oct. He received ex-
tensive damage from hostile ground fire as he was attempting to land 
there to rescue the aircrews and was forced to depart the area and re-
turn to base. Two HR-53s from 40th ARRS here on back-up alert were 
launched and after delivery of considerable ordnance by Sandy -  and 
Hobo aircraft, were able to effect a rescue of the eight aircrew 
members and a large number of indigenous personnel. They recovered 
here at our base. Two of the recovered aircrew had been wounded. 
(S) (Gp 3) On the second significant mission HH-53s from the 40th ARRS 
at Udorn were launched from our station to back-up 37th ARRS H1{-3ES 
engaged in a mission on Misty 11 on 24 Oct. HR-53s were staged out 
of our facilities here during that SAR mission. This mission is 
covered later in Combat Saves. 
(S) (Gp 3), The third significant rescue effort and the most extensive 
and costly to date was the Boxer 22 mission on 5; 6 and 7th of Dec. 
Our HH-3Es, Jolly Green 37 and 09 were the initial Jolly Greens to 
go on the mission. The two Boxer 22 pilots were downed near Ban Phan 
Hop, Laos, a very heavily defended area near the North Vietnamese 
border. HH-53s,Jolly Green 76 and 72 were launched from Udorn di-
rectly to a near-by holding point to badkeetp Jolly Greens 37 and 09. 
HH-53s, Jolly Green 77 and 69 were sent to be staged out of this base, 
but were needed prior to landing here and continued on to the SLR area. 
Jolly Green 37 started in for a rescue attempt, but was called off due 
to intense antiaircraft fire. Jolly Green 09 then made an attempt at 
a rescue but received intense greunkfire.an‘hntily evacuated the area. nn 	 nn 

nnu■somm••••• 

33 
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This has also been a period of marked increase in rescue 

activity. The month of October started the dry season in 

South East Asia, making infiltration routes passable once 

again. The resupplying of the anti-aircraft positions made 

possible by the improving travel conditions was the primary 

reasons for this increase. The following paragraphs enlarge 

upon the missions we had. 

The first real rescue of the quarter was a first light 

effort on 2 October. 4 A Navy A-4 pilot bailed out at 

121/102/89. 5 The effort was marred by the crash of an A-1 

aircraft on the runway at NKP during the scramble. Bad 

communications with the survivor also contributed to the 

difficulty encountered in this mission. The UHF Guard radio 
6 

was lost on the low bird as he made his approach to the 

survivor but a successful pickup was finally made by the higll 

bird. The survivor was taken to NKF in excellent shape. 

The mission of 6 October has to be the most unusual one 

of the 40th's history.
7 

After two Ch-3 helicopters were brought 
8 

down by hostile ground fire at 124/95/89 the BUFFS went in 

and picked up forty six (46) foreign military personnel and 

4. Mission Narrative 2-3-060, page 52 
>. Gazeteer, page 17 
6. Most SAR missions are flown with two HH-53 aircraft. The 

high bird covers the pickup aircraft (low bird) in case he 
is forced down. 

7. Mission Narrative 2-3-061, page 55 
8. Gazeteer, page 17 
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eight (8) USAF crew members. Forty three (43) of the forty six 

people rescued were brought out by the law bird. This is an 

undesputed record for the HH-53 aircraft. 

Another unique mission occured on 8 October when three 

downed crew members were rescued by the combined efforts of two 

BUFFS. 9 
The Jolly Greens were scrambled to a position 

66 miles on the 340 radial of Ch 72
10 

where the low bird 

picked up the two crew members of an OV-10. The most important 

event of these two pickups occured during the second rescue 

when the electrical control of the hoist was shot out and the 

Flight Engineer had to complete the hoist operation manually. 11 

 Because of the damaged hoist the high bird was called in to 

pick up the back seater of the downed F-4. This survivor was 

hanging upside down by his ankle in the trees and the 

Pararescuemen (Pa) had to go down the hoist to bring him up. 

lne only ulibuccesaful rescue attempt of the quarter for 

the BOErs occured on 24 uctober. 12 The BUir6 were scrambled 
13 

to a point 25 miles on the 055 radial of Ch 72 where the 

two crewmembers of a F-100 had bailed out. A H1-3E from 

Ch 89
13 

had already made a pickup attempt but was driven off 

9. Mission Narrative 2-3-062, page 57 
10. Gazeteer, page 17 
11. Under normal conditions the hydraulic system of the hoist 

is controled electrically. If this system is lost, a 
manual hydraulic backup system can be used. 

12. Mission Narrative 1-3-079, page 61 
13. Gazeteer, page 17 
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6. (r) T. 	r.  ,„%,,:::11.v.341 	 bvic.:faricfrQ 1.:01:10 22. 
iacntifif:(1 	pouitiOn an, 1 	of the ;urvivorz; s• 

4j:re-et:Ion of 	 Che,nnelc in unc. 	Lr 
rldy 01 	 " Ore. 3 	ts••• 	 - at 1315 	• Sint a 

	

C:Irc woo ntIll 	 three of the L.Z.'.0 flour r.ido, the 

	

roTliref.1 	izoro 	 Sancly 01 re.T.looted n:ore 
TJ;.:i1 29 war; 	Vorscd in the zittlation anti 

o-3ntintzu , ', to put. rc• L:, ,T.treec in at (7 	01'c dirt.1 ,:n.- 

	

of ...,;t1c.:,3 	 :Ivo in one arcc, -,:round 
r.t;.i ..4tced 1:170:"} ar:Ot,Cr 31 -:.r,cly 02 pre:c.)e'red to rove 

L'rfe ):co 	c_:> 	 onay to 17,3ve ground ff,re 

	

e•-'keh oorir. ,-; 	utr.-!3, enerc, ,  co1:V:1.cm 	ti1. roVo c2ozor to .t.t.:e 

	

1t-lonl Of !•"..;;Ifo (.1 anti 	 fexholcc z.Ind entrenched 7.-x):3itions. 
in d- tc :11.1,..• Cl re-,• , .:rloted col% orrIlarice 	 pinnoint 

:.;'17VIVV 	t1C■ 11. 	C1fiC111,7,,, 
:or 	 with 	 1"0 6:et 	ik3 Stndy 01 	 to 

of 	-19 	 caternt.,tiveu wero further limited. 

	

1 	.eopte:::: 1.1-.znched tou .oport, t.ho affort 
thi wc:; not 1mown to 	0n-se0.11:: 

t.)n 	 3 Ltti 	 Ulu 
for,;(: Was kii.rec•',A.:(.1 to tc left CA R.:".Crii;•:ht• 

rrf. 7, 	e: 	 thZ 	C:710 	 t.cti by h-j. i7,11c,r 	o ri ty 
be 	t --) the 1:;4'..) 	 ;IL 

"i.41 rc 	t.,t) be •Ith 	 th t.  
1130 of cowduat 'c4:e:-naac all 60 mcn could not be recovered with ons HP-3. 

2 	 • 
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to1,01:), 	14.1 	 t1 , 0 C71-19 ..,r,e1 rAt the in °my 
1,•210 	';"rit orlee!.,er.1 

survivorn f ora:r 0110 r.,,-.1!:11 	 tarItnowil. 
or:ly 0r.4:' 	 :T::• -,n(17 i.  01 hrld tr 

1.nur: d 
1 -1.: 	 t!x. 	 in to 111d. :Ince 

t'vc .rks. 	 on the 	 -,rt .: - tuirz.:;(1 	nr. hour to oltain 
'other friendly troops in tho zru 

r.ov- 3.rr, to rvinfor:.e. the 5n(11,7enoul, .curvivors. At t'slit 

• 	

thc 
firo slne,kort-cd e",,00pt 	r CC.30 :::1"(3:i. to t'ne northeast 

• 

t1;e. 
junction of tIv.' t 	 I this are3„ 	a773ared Lr thc orx:n durin,?; 
one of 1.110 	ao if 1-2loy were the friencilies tryirg to ol.:1 forces. 
P.trqover, &nod . 	urvLvor on thu '71`0.1111:1 e)osocl their rYoT;ition„ these 
troops 	tO fire on AL1 -,0 friendlie 	 mort:Ir mizads now 
l:n.k 	Lh inorw;ad :i.:car;:lo.7 on tLu !mown position of the survivors. 
.0dy 01 :And 02 dc. :11v4;r., , ,i 

• 	

;,.nd rr...,tkots to the northez.zst within 
30 mt.ers of the 	 alioned the ; , r en. After zi strike to 

7.i.',1.5t on r;)o -pAr r3 ; 	

▪ 	

f:17:1.f.C. 61 reported tht'all 	n 
,fter tro115n-, on 	 rctolvt,r,..1.  no fire, 	0.1 still felt 

;lot fully •cture, 'but jolly •lreen 19 ./itis• within 10 r.iirr„..t.vs of his 
iru fuel t.c. 	416:!. ca. de01.40-1 	b•rl_nr..., 5.n JoI1;./ r:reen 19, ho 

brieff:-.e...1 to czi in I -Ctrh over the t 	Iir.uUhelitonterv •ind to let down 
''etar..:e Of the fire which had Co;rie from th:.) rorthec:st, 

heclec 4:A . !d 	cot down on the ..:este.--;n:'st portion of tho 
1 ,r.1.4.1 allow.; to , touch 	he:ivy 	5,,un openod up frr ..;in the north- 

west. ()Oily (13.-cen 19 pulled out te: 	 hits. 
an.; ;4.1;111 t;;;;:s 	 to rake the nurv..i.vors 

01 a•-.Tin Ivel.uontod r.oft or71:innte. nnnfly 01 laso. 
Tur •roro liolicoryto rn , SA,:dust, vnd ro7.1.1.4cents for 0 ,q.111.:,..11 01 
throw-Th 04. '.,410 were low on fuel 	or,In•nte. Jolly (4-c..en 19 reported 
that ho hr,LI everyth&nz urgier 	 thP,t, he d-.7d not nood an escort 
to Ch:innel 9. 5wr7 07 t•nc5 0 4. -rrved at 1700. 	 briefed 
rnndy 07 who became on—seone 	 :7:'..31:1:70 	throu1-, 04 then 
'erp(1:red the rest of their ordn:into nnd returned to 0)v:1m:e1 L',9. The 
situetion when Sandy 07 took over 	on—stone cor,-rInder 

fovecs were firin .: zit the survi.vors from the •east, sou.th, :'!nd 
west. At 1710, Knlfo (.1 rcoorl..cd 	r':indy 07 thTtt 'two i'..r.:,eric:Inf; hnd 
just been -. unf.:lee.,, i",t th;:it tirc, J11y 0recn 71 	72 weru cntouto to 
the V .cenc. 	StInc;:7 05 onc.', 06 1,7erx,' ':- .:eortino., the. 7:::ndy 07 	tely 
re:MIC*te04 that 	,virora.a. be  .]:,itnen.::.ci ti.). Le avail...mac is E'rndo 

need:. 7:.10 e•Irlier 	

• 	

(...7,tir.."; low on fuel.. Sandy 
07 .:,nd 	lc"i 	on the in.. rponition5. They del!, verod CJ-2.4 

rockw,-,f3, 	otz%:t:d to within 20 foet of the survivors iao oontint:n1.1y 
mlue2ted even closer ordalnee. Jielivery. i ,cnife, 671, culled ftre fponl ull 
nointf3 of the 03;•Tip.:i6s cin' a mort:Ir round hit one of the downed helito!)tere. 
The helicopter burned ;Ind wu eor, -,pietely destroyed.. After oath Of the 
paaes by:3::ndy 07 and OC„ -c7nife 61 i.u1ci renort all quiet. Vowever, after 

	

lainutvo, he wou].r ain report in 	 'An'i;nrcntly the 

3 

rr -\ • • 	
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nt.0 	 tre 1 rflCor! 
!',, 	- 	•.; 3%; 	! 	 pf)::',1  M.. 	.. 	C:; 

Oa ay DJ 	 .2-Jr 	(ic:1.:=y !In 
07 	 t 	mr.c.70.,c; 	rryt; 

1Y 	 11.:)111 , .! ovcrruo 	uuyvivors 
n7 	 !,710 

Jul 	 0: !''.:Just forr4riI 
0,-.11.-4A-0.;:q--, 0 	 tnOn L.f.; Jolly "';roen 71 and 72 ru ,iched 

theiv 	 t tcc;;!-,L, ap,.n!'l 07 '01 ,1 epx1 tylw, to 	acir 
an7roaCh 	the no;-':,ho':nt 	/ -, ti.:uon the two dv.lred 

11 f rcc a' ,,:ure In ?opAtion ::;_ ,.7ict,r 07 clear-od f7:,....1du:Itt 40 In 
ant! 	un J011y . 1.r,. , en 71 in Lis oIt to tho 
F:one-:: 07 provic:cd voice lautractior'; to Jolly Green 71. A:1 the 
L0.11.002:,er a-Tro.ziched tho' 	 prwvIded direct:Ions. The 

;.5.rer , :t 	C.' 1J-19 porfetly anJ all four 7.'.andys 
jo•nvC.4 in i 11"e': 	 firu o;1 ail aide-1.s of the L. Z. Jolly 
71 vas on 	 Llinuteu. Ho then exited the 
orQ3 to th northu!Jut. 	62'," cio.ri UP on the radio ;1'; Jolly 71 
cTresood t1: 13 orc 	n.l infomcd :7-and!' 07 tit the (=.7.cric:irs 172,d been 
loft hc.h n in 	 tops to "07.,a.rd th0halicooter. 
•-1 ndy G7 cfler n Jolly ilrcen 72. '7ith no hesitltion a  jolly "in:an 
72. -1-“'',e'.1.11S 	 hn(71 	 k.%. up eonnt7.t 
delivery-  Oro-and thc-; L.Z. Jolly Crc::::: 72 w;.tu on the ground loam, thLn ono 
rinuto. At 17, (al ::AT: forces 	s'Afol.y out of thez.,-raT.: end enroutc 
to C4i1rnel 89. A tot:41 of 1 ; 6 	0113 ;:znd e., Anericon s%rvlvors 
had Irm raeoverod. 	(271 	tho it r,%an to lenve the 	ond 

th'At len ono alive vv.;L3 luCt. Ay,.)rox57mate1y six Indigsnous dead 
were le:ft hchind. 

7. (-,) 	 countcroil "%-cy- the f3eney.forces 1;cre as 
follows: 

o. The finfl,,Ial withdre.lzal of 1:11c •1M-53 hoitcnntera counled vlith 
-ji s'.1.f.fleultles and ba'tlo 1.!1'ino.,7,,e to the I-7.1.-3's re.sulted in 

a span of .30 rianl.ztoo %:hen no lioa.i.cory!..oro 	 CC ;IC • 

b. 	f..:1lur 	 to c.;'. ,t4tIn :3o.ft ordnanco 
ry.:nulted n the fr.leric.1,2y 	 overrun 
could 1'o coact.<:., ti. 

1...;cK. of 	 f..ndigcnous troops on the iP.rciund and 
e ri)11-r,ty t1,-4 to 	;actions in the event only one 	 1-)n dot! 
1N) 	 f:Jo to . 

(3. Mere 	A-aeLho■ : 	 bottgeen friendly- r:11:-/. hostile 
forces on Le o:rou..rt. 

C. alt -t(':.ctice and discipline of the cneqy forces 'Jere efSect.ive. 
Thc encmy held hI fre ntil te hzr;licsteru -were in z. vv,lnerable 
y.Ne:,:ltion and then f. rd 
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4 	N. 

in reor .,c:Ily 
eve'l 	 inflictcc: Li 

i^ecove7.7$ tii 
J ; - . 	;.',r';  

: of currot :;nd ;:,cen , 7- to in).-A-I.11.:7cnce on fr7' 	nrld rznd (C;,:;sKisition 	 t:-:2 	0: . i-,f:n'.11y cvt71 -5ezitcrd the su:w;t:.71.=nt roncuo 	7cDT: -.:ndations Q n pzocr . (:11r.:-3 :or 	 il!;c1.11,7t 	ii 	 ns.. tive in nature ur,d Iv:ye 7,,,, ‹) :a 	:.:cd 	L:c;:r.r;..te 

1). 	In 	 the en-scone co:nrndort.s rcupots for 
of or4.:n:..nce Ifere exccr,sive. :1thou7h tbe opemt 4 ona1 

for r711A1.....:ry ;::ctivt2. ,  In thls area wcre complex., 	r,rocc,durcs for 1.-s.r. :.; 	rooists In a more t:rlelyin ..:.nner 	nLec:efi. 

c. unor:7.aintl.es about irioncll,v/ency otrhs 
zInd 	 (-11;70d t4 ,3fir1 decision to exr=c1 (1*;',", -19. It 'L.: 	 tht, 	er7u1Pod 	be lAunelled concurrent 
wlth t!o re'301.Q “Ircr -ft %.e.lz;n an oreposed Afl of this map.nitude 
do7:cs. your rither than t...41) 3 .7.;:i.,19 aircraft should be f.;cneratod ltinchcd simultr‘ncously. 

d. Witdrawal 	resorve roseue holicoptors snould not be mdo 
until tho reacuo han bf;cn completed. 

9. (C) 	forcoo who prticipated in thio effort were 3.3 follows: 

Sandy 01 nijor 
cx; c: Ipt 
03 	7bff;.:tt 
04 it 7ortntnd 
05 r:ajor flayton 
06 It 
07 Copt Pudson 
OC 7t (lcorgo 

CY 4' 
Co/onQi, 

Sanrly Coordinator cr to: 72,7 (72) 
7/13!.7 (DO) 

1Lo7..-1 .7'2a.. -6,):: at 

don.:17-7.51fied 
--• 	::,fter. 12 

T„-• 
1".' 
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V. NARRATIVE 	 . 
L _ 

On 30 September 1969 aircraft 67-14721 incurred battle damage which 
caused it to crash in the Fianna de Jarres near LIMA Site 98. From 1 October 
through 3 October it was stripped of all unnecessary weight and on 3 October 
it was moved to LIMA Site 98 by a US Army CH-54 Flying Crane, On 4 October 
Major Bruce L. Athon, Captain Fred A. Berger, SSgt Roy O. Adams and Sgt 
William J. Costello from the FOL escorted the Army CH-54 crane tack to LIMA Site 
98 (20A) in an effort to return the crippled helicopter to Udorn RTAFB. Due to 
turbulence causing severe oscillation of the helicopters, the Army crew was 
forced to jettison the CH-3 5.6 miles south of LIMA Site 98, resulting in its 
complete destruction. During the hookup at LIMA Site 98, the CH-3 was blown 
off its ehoring, forcing Sgt Costello to jump from the helieopter and break 
his arm. 

On 1 October 1969, Major Henry H. Enterline, Captain Wayne R. Bevan, 
Sgt Jack C. Barber and SSgt Harry K. Spivey on a TACAN support mission to 
channel 99 were diverted by King to rescue a downed Misty FAG, but the 
pickup was made by an HH-3. 

On 3 October Major Robert R. Arnau, Lt Col William C. Hartman, TSgt 
Maurice D. Stagers and TSgt Homer L. Ramsey were low bird in a flight of 
three CH-3's on an emergency axfiltration of a forward reconnaissance team. 
The team had been under hostile fire, but Spade suppressed it before the 
helicopter went in to make the pickup and the aircraft received no hits. 
On the sane day, six Knife helicopters transported 201 Laotian troops and 
13,550 pounds of cargo from the SOU Camp to Muong Phine. 

The next day,  6  October, Major Claret D. Taylor, Lt Col Theodore D. Silva, 
MSgt Kenneth G. Reynolds and SSgt Clarence W. Cossiboom were shot down 
on an almost identical mission carrying twenty-six Laotian troops from a LIMA 
Site, Northeast of Saravan to Muong Phine. The FAG and the A-1's had both flown 
low over the landing zone and although the troops which were supposed to be 
there were not, it was deemed safe to land. Major Taylor was just approaching a 
hover when ground gire struck the aircraft. An immediate departure was 
attempted, but the aux servo and the number one engine had been shot out and 
the single engine capability was inadequate. Major Taylor bent the heli-
copter around in a tight 3600  turn to set it back down on the original 
site. The helicopter was evacuated and air strikes commenced to protect the 
downed helicopter crew. 

Major Philip J. Conran, Captain Peter L. Costa, TSgt Homer L. Ramsey, 
and TSgt Milburn T. Franklin in the second helicopter orbited until fuel 
became critical. Ground fire had practically ceased and Major Conran 
reasoned, in spite of having an unarmed helicopter, that the best course of 
action would be to go in and let off his twenty-six Laotian troops and try 
to get the other crew out. In that way there weld be fifty-two troops on 

71:151775.- 
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the ground to hold off the enemy. A most probable safe route in was decided 
upon by Major Conran and the Hobo, but the helicopter began taking hits as 
he started the final approach. The primary servo was shot out on the approach 
and as the other crew was entering the helicopter, the transmission oil was 
shot out. The helicopter was evacuated and Major Conran and MSgt Reynolds 
primarily set up a defensive perimeter with the Laotians while Lt Col Silva 
and Maj Taylor acted as ground FAC's directing air strikes. Learning that 
the Mr-60's were still on the lead helicopter, Maj Conran took a Laotian 
and fetched them back to the defensive perimeter in spite of the hostile 
fire. One had jammed in the air and was unusable; the other jammed after 
750 rounds due to the mud and dirt. 

'Me SAR effprt was initiated and continued for approximately six hours until 
finally "sawdust" was used in a final attempt to get the crews out before nightfall. 
In the middle of the afternoon, an HR-3 piloted by Captain Langham of the 
40th ARES, Dot 1, landed to attempt a pickup, but received numerous hits in 
the engine and transmission area and was forced to depart due to the battle 
damage before a rescue could be accomplished. During the afternoon, Lt Col 
Silva was wounded in the back dangerously close to his spine and Major 
Conran' received a leg wound. An HH-53 Buff piloted by Captain Bell of the 
40th ARRS was the first to be able to land and rescue personnel. All 
the Laotian troops rushed into the rear of the helicopter leaving the 
Americans to go to the side door well above the ground. Sgt McFarr and Sgt 
Moran, the PJ's, provided covering fire while the emended were helped aboard. 
The 54 survivors picked up by Captain Bell established aUSAF record for the 
number of personnel to be rescued by one helicopter. With the heavily loaded 
helicopter, Captain Costa, Sgt Ramsey and Sgt Cossiboom were inadvertly left 
behind on the ground. Learning of the three Americans still on the ground, 
Oapt Nelson in the second HH-53 immediately came down and picked them up. 
Thanks to the intensive efforts of the 40th ARR3, the let SOS and numerous 
other units, all crewmembers were returned safely. The wounded were med-
evaced to Worn by Captain Leslie Swanson and Lt Col Hulbert Weitzel. For 
his herois actions that day, Major Conran was recpmmended for the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. The rest of the crewmembers were recommended for Silver 
Stars. 

The support mission to carry Laotian troops from the SOU camp to Muong 
Phine on 7 October was cancelled. 

Major James C. Hughes, Lt Col William C. Girard, TSgt Charles B. Maxwell 
and SSgt Harvey A. Meltzer completed an emergency medical evacuation from 
"B" Corp., 809th Bat on 8 Oct. On 9 Oct four Life CH-3s transported 169 
Laotian troops and 1200 pounds of cargo from the SOU eanp to Muang Phalang. 

On 12 October Captain Aubrey M. Culp, Lt Co]. Hulbert F. Weitzel, SSgt 
Lawrence M. Dreyer and SSgt Clarence W. Cossiboom were low bird in a flight 
of three which successfully completed an emergency exfiltration of a for-
ward reconnaissance team from a landing zone requiring a fifteen foot hover 
at 4300 feet pressure altitude and 21°C outside air temperature. The weather 
was so poor that only one Ael was able to go down with the helicopter and 
the FAC. It was later determined that the rescue was possible only because 
they were riding a 20 knot wind. For his outstanding airmanship, Capt Culp 
was recommended for a Dist  •.1.  liedFlying:Cross. 

_ 
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the area was one kilometer northeast of point Delta on 

the main route structure. However, the survivor's actual 

location was on a ridge line running east to west four 

kilometers southwest of Tchepone or 52NM SSE of the briefed 

area. The actual terrain was predominately high rolling 
55 

hills covered by jungle foliage. 

(S) War Ace 300 was finally picked up by Jolly Green 

70 at 0845 hours. This was a delay of 2 hours due to an 

indefinite fix on the survivor's location. In order that 

time could be saved in a SAR effort, it was suggested that 

an aircraft with direction finding capability be diverted 

or launched to pinpoint the survivor's location during the 
56 

hours of darkness. 

(S) Further details of the au effort for War Ace 

300 can be found in the Rescue Narrative Report which is 

included as supporting document 

(S1:NF) Another successful rescue was conducted  for 

Knife 61 and 62 on 6 October.  The aircraft, two CH-3 

helicopters, went down at 1115 hours at Muong Phine, a short 
57 

takeoff and lmiding  (STOL) airstrip located at 01094233. 

(S) At 1200 hours, Sandy 01 :  02, 03, and 04 were 

ordered on cockpit alert. The Sandys were airborne and 

SET,RE441egrii.6.  
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enroute to the scene at 1215 hours. They arrived on scene 

at 1300 hours and joined Hobo 22, 23, 24, and 25 who were 

already there with Nail 29 as the supporting FAC. In ad-

dition to the above, the following aircraft were involved: 

four A-4 , s; three F-L's; one F-100; three F-105's; eighteen 
58 

A.-1's; two HH-3's; and two HH-53's. 

(S) The landing zone was the eastern portion of a 

500 foot STOL airstrip. The airstrip is located to the west 

southwest of the intersection of Routes 23 and 9. Dense 

trees and heavy foliage covered the area to the north, east 

and west of the road. The southern boundary was a river 

with a thick tree line along the banks. The choppers were 

unloading friendly indigenous troops for an infil mission. 

Both choppers took hits from a well-planned enemy ambush 

and crashed in a clear area close to the STOL strip. The 

survivors took up a position in the open at the east end of 
59 

the strip between the two downed helicopters. 

(S) Prior to the arrival of the Sandy's, Hobo 22 was 

on-scene commander while Nail 29 directed some jet strikes. 

After Knife 62 was shot down, strikes were continued based 
6o 

on directions received from the survivors on the ground. 
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(S) The Sandy's received a thorough briefing from Hobo 

22. This briefing identified the position and numbers of the 

survivors, the direction of the last incoming fire, and UHF 

channels in use. Since ground fire was still incoming from 

three of the 12's four sides, the area required much more 

ordnance. Nail 29 was well versed in the situation and con-

tinued to put resources in at Sandy 01's direction. Several 

times, Sandy 01 tried to move in helicopters only to be 
61 

met by ground fire. 

(S) As Sandy 01 prepared to request use of C3U-19 

(Sawdust), his alternatives were further limited. First, 

the two HH-53 helicopters launched to support the effort 

were withdrawn. The reason for this was not known to the 
62 

on-scene force. ' 

(S) Information available at the Wing Command Post was 

that the indigenous force was directed to be left overnight 

to secure the airstrip, consequently the rescue was direct-

ed by higher authority to be limited to the two downed heli-

copter crews. Then, Jolly Green 36 had to return to base 

with mechanical problems. This prevented the use of cBu-19 

because all 60 men could not be recovered by one HH-3. Nor 
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could they be left incapacitated by the CBU-19 and at the 
63 

mercy of the enemy. 

(S) With only one helicopter available, Sandy 01 had 

to positively ascertain through "MONTANA" that the indig-

enous troops knew and accepted the fact that only the Amer-

ican and indigenous wounded were to be picked up when the 

single helicopter came in to land. Since there was no in- 

terpreter on the ground, it required almost an hour to ob-
64 

tam n confirmation. 

(S) Sandy 07 and 08 arrived on scene at 1700 hours. 

Sandy 01 through 04 then expended the rest of their ordnance 

and returned to Channel 89. The situation when Sandy 07 

took over as on-scene commander was critical. Znemy forces 

were firing at the survivors from the east, west and south. 

At 1710, Knife 61 reported to Sandy 07 that two Americans 

had just been wounded. At that time, Jolly Green 71 and 72 

were enroute to the scene and Sandy 05 and 06 were escort-
65 

ing them. 

(S) After putting in more ordnance and with darkness 

only 30 minutes away, there was no time for further delay 

in attempting a rescue. Sandy 07 believed that if the 

rescue was not made by nightfall the enemy would overrun 
66 

the survivors position. 
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(s) Sandy 07 assigned Sawdust 40 as the Sawdust flight 

commander and briefed him to lay down four strips of Sawdust 

forming a box around the survivorts position. As soon as 

Jolly Green 71 and 72 reached their holding point to the 

east, Sandy 07 briefed them to make their approach from the 
67 

northeast and land between the two downed CH-3s. 

(S) Jolly 71 was on the ground approximately two 

minutes. He then exited the area to the northeast. Knife 

623 came up on radio as Jolly 71 egressed the area and in- 

formed Sandy 07 that three Americans had been left behind 
68 

in the rush of indigenous troops to board the helicopter. 

(S) Sandy 07 called in Jolly 72. With no hesitation, 

Jolly 72 made his approach and landing and was on the ground 

less than one minute. At 1755, all  SAR forces were safely 

out of the area and enroute to Channel 89. A total of 46 

indigenous and eight American survivors had been recovered. 

Knife 623 was the last man to leave the 12 and reported 
69 

that no one alive was left. 

(S) The difficulties encountered by the Sandy forces 
70 

were as follows: 

a. The initial withdrawal of the HH-53 helicopters 

coupled with mechanical difficulties and battle damage to 

the HH-3s resulted in a span of 30 minutes when no helicopters 

were on the scene. 
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b. The failure to obtain soft ordnance almost 

resulted in the friendly positions being overrun before the 

rescue could be completed. 

c. Lack of communications with indigenous troops 

on the ground and uncertainty as to their reactions in the 

event only one helicopter landed were delaying factors. 

d. There was no method of distinguishing between 

friendly and hostile forces on the ground. 

e. The tactics and discipline of the enemy forces 

were effective. The enemy held his fire until the helicop-

ters were in a vulnerable position and then fired accurately. 

f. The enemy showed tenacity in repeatedly at-

tacking the survivors, even in the face of heavy casualities 

inflicted by overwhelming airs trikes. 

(S) Based on experience gained during this recovery, 
71 

the following recommendations were made: 

a. The lack of current and accurate intelligence 

on friendly and enemy strength and disposition not only 

generated the SAR originally but also complicated the sub-

sequent rescue attempt. 

b. Delay in transmitting the on-scene commander's 

request for soft ordnance were excessive. Although the oper-

ational command channels for military activity in this area 
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were complex, improved procedures for passing such requests 

in a more timely manner were needed. 

c. The intelligence uncertainties about friendly/ 

enemy strengths and dispositions further delayed the final 

decision to expend 0311-19. It was recommended that aircraft 

equipped with 0311-19 be launched concurrent with the rescue 

aircraft when an opposed SAR of this magnitude develops. 

Four, rather than two, 0311-19 aircraft should be generated 

and launched simultaneously. 

d. Withdrawal of reserve rescue helicopters should 

not be made until the ,  rescue has been completed. 

(Ti) Further detnils of this SAR effort can be found in 

the 21st Special Operations Historical report, Appendix V, 

Tab 3; and Rescue Narrative report, which is attached as 

support document 46. 

(S) Two days later, on 8 October, another successful 

SAR was conducted for Nail 07A and 3 plus Boxer 61B, Nail 

07, an 07-10 1  went down at 0653Z and Boxer 618 bailed out at 
72 

approximately 0645Z. 

(S) Boxer 613 bailed out after his aircraft experienced 

battle damage. MING" initially received word of Boxer 61B's 

bajlout and directed Nail 07 to the rescue area to search 
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Maj. Bruce L. Athon„ Capt. Fred A. Berger, SSgt. Roy O. 

Adams and Sgt. William J. Costello from the FOL at Udorn 

RTAFB escorted the Army CH-54 crane 'back to Lima Site 98 

(20A) in an effort to return the crippled helicopter to 
142 

Udorn RTAFB. 

(S) Turbulence enroute caused severe oscillation 

of the helicopters, and the Army crew was forced to jet-

tison the CH-3 5.6 miles south of the Lima Site, result- 

ing in its complete destruction. During the hookup at Lima 

Site 98, the CH-3 blew off its shoring, and Sergeant Cos- 

tello was forced to jump from the helicopter. The fall 
143 

broke his arm, 

(S) Maj. Robert R. Arnau, Lt. Col, William C. Hartman, 

Technical Sergeahts Maurice D. Stagers and Homer L. Ramsey 

were low bird in a flight of three CH-3s on an emergency 

exfiltration of a forward reconnaissance team on 3 October. 

The team had been under hostile fire, but Spads suppressed 

it before the helicopters went in to make the pickup and 

the aircraft took no hits. On the same day, six Knife 

helicopters transported 201 Laotian troops and 13,550 pounds 

of cargo from the SGU camp at Muong Phine. 

(S) On 6 October, Lt. Col. Theodore D. Silva, squadron 

commander; Maj. Claret D. Taylor, MSgt, Kenneth G. Reynolds 
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and SSgt. Clarence W. Cossiboom were shot down on an almost 

identical mission as the one stated in the previous para-

graph. The team carried 26 Laotian troops from a Lima Site 

northeast of Saravan to Muong Phine. 

(S) The FAC and A-is had both flown low over the land-

ing zone and although the troops which were supposed to be 

there were not, it was deemed safe to land. Major Taylor 

was just approaching a hover when ground fire struck the 

aircraft. An immediate departure was attempted, but the aux 

servo and the number one engine had been shot out and the 

single engine capability WAS inadequate. Major Taylor bent 

the helicopter around in a tight 360 degree turn to set it 

back down on the original site. The helicopter was evacu-

ated and air strikes commenced to protect the downed heli- 

copter crew. 

(3) Maj. Philip J. Conran, Capt, Deter L. Costa, and 

Technical Sergeants Ramsey and Wilburn T. Franklin in the 

second helicopter orbitted until fuelwas critical. Ground 

fire had practically ceased and Major Conran reasoned, in 

spite of having an unarmed helicopter, that the best course 

of action would be to go in and let off his 26 Laotian troops 

and try to get the other crew out. In that way there would 

be 52 troops on the ground to hold off the enemy. 
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(S) A most probable safe route in was decided upon by 

Major Conran and the Hobos, but the helicopter took hits as 

he started the final approach. The primary servo was shot 

out on the approach and as the other crew entered the helicop-

ter, the transmission oil was shot out. The helicopter was 

evacuated and Major Conran and Sergeant Reynolds set up a 

defensive perimeter with the Laotians while Colonel Silva 

and Major Taylor acted as ground FACs directing air strikes. 

(S) Learning that the M-60s were still on the lead 

helicopter, Major Conran took a Laotian and fetched them 

back to the defensive perimeter in spite of the hostile 

fire. One gun jammed in the air and was unusuable and 

the other jammed after 750 rounds due to the mud and dirt. 

(S) A SAR effort was initiated and continued for ap-

proximately six hours until finally CBU-19 was used in a 

final attempt to get the crews out before nightfall. In 

the middle of the afternoon, an HH-3 piloted by Captain 

Langham of the 40th AARS, Det 1, landed to attempt a pickup, 

but received numerous hits in the engine and transmission 

area and was forced to depart due to battle damage before a 

rescue could be accomplished. 

(S) During the afternoon, Colonel Silva was wounded 
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in the back dangerously close to the spine and Major Conran 

received a leg wound. An HH-53 BUFF piloted by Captain 

Bell of the 4Oth ARRS was the first to land and rescue per-

sonnel. All the Laotian troops rushed into the rear of 

the helicopter leaving the Americans to go to the side door 
144 

well above the ground. 

(S) Sergeants McFarr and Moran, the PtIs„ provided 

covering fire while the wounded were helped aboard, The 54 
survivors picked up by Captain Bell established a USAF rec- 

. ord for the number of personnel to be rescued by one heli-

copter. With the heavily loaded helicopter, Captain•Costa, 

and Sergeants Ramsey and Cossiboom were inadvertly left be-

hind on the ground. Learning of the three Americans still 

on the ground, Captain Nelson in the second HH-53 immediate),y 

came down and picked them up. 

(S) The wounded were medevaced to Udorn RTAFB by Capt. 

LeSlie Swanson and Lt. Col, Hulbert Weitzel, For his heroic 

actions that day, Major Conran was recommended for the Con-

gressional Medal of Honor. 

(S) On 12 October, Colonel Weitzel, Capt, Aubrey M. 

Culp. „and Staff Sergeants Lawrence M. Dreyer and Cossiboom 

were low bird in a flight of three which successfully corn- 
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UBJECT: Letter of Appreciation 

: 3 Aerosp Resc and Recovy Gp (C) 

• We, the aembers of the 21st SOS, would like to extend our sincere 
sppreciation for the outstanding work completed by 40th ARRS, Det 2 on 
October 1969. On that date )  two of our helicopters and eight of our 
eople were down in enemy territory for a period of about six hours. 
uring this time they were under constant attack from enemy forces of 
nknown strength. The successful rescue of these eight individuals was 
direct result of the- highly profesSional work of your people operating 

ithqgratocourage in ea:se proximity .Fo well trained and equipped enemy I 
4 rooPs.. jThe 21st SOS iS .  most grateful to the 65ficers and men of the 

iOth.ARRS,,Bet 2 and would like to extend to them our thanks and appro-iation for a job well done. 

• 
: • 

In particular, the membersobf the 21st SOS .would like to thank Copt 
ell and Copt Nelson and their crews who were instrumental in the rescue 
f Knife 61 and 62. It was through their efforts that one of the most re-

oarkable rescues in the hiotory of ARRS was accomplished successfully. 
Captain Bell, who was the first HH-53 into the LZ, landed abou': 50 meters 
from the survivors. Captain Bell's aircraft was-then subjected to intense around fire, including a mortar barrage. During this period of time, the 
ilrieodly indiginlous force rushed the rear of Captain Bell's helicopter 

1  ompleteiy blocking the rear ramp. Since access'to the aircraft was oenied to the 8 Americans they then attempted to enter through the side 
door. The lower half of this door was in the up position and was used as 

4 mount for the minigun. Lifting the ( .4ounded over this door and by the 
,inigun proved to be a difficult task since the opening was located a 
od 5 to 6 ft from the ground. The Americana  handled this in an 
derly manner, still it took a considerable amount of time. It is to 
ptain Bells credit that he remained in the LZ as long as possible to 
mplete this daring and successful rescue. However, due to the press 

-. bodies at the rear ramp and: the loading of wounded at the forward 
Or. e  it  .was.impossiblet„for  3 Americans to gain entrance to the aircraft 
d word /oft behind. -  Captain Nelsop, upon being notified of the presence 
the..3  individuals, A.Mmediately made an apprOach into the LZ and landed 

akut, 100 meters away from the survivors. Sgt McFarr the 2.7  immediately 
0 ..*mped of the aircraft to aid the survivors'  s4ho  appeared to be staggering 
dtic to  the effects of CU-l9.  Sgt McFarr provided  covering fire with his 
:.1-1e  entiI  he  ran out of ammunition,  teen aided  the survivora into the 

r. all.ocraft. Sgt Moran, who was manning the AFT ramp minigun, saw six hos- 
tle. troops jump up and attempt to either zaptuoe.or in some way harm the 
--- ,inning and staggering survivors. Through hit quick actioo the hostile 
t -oops were incapacitated and the restue waa'comoleted successfully, 



. The 21st SOS would, with he 	felt z!,razitucle for 6 debt that can 
ever be repayed, like to thank the 40th ARRS, :Jet 2 for the prolessional-
am and heroism these crews displayed while under intense hostile fire3 
ith complete disregard for their own persoaaLsafety - y proved the 

Iompacsion they have for eomradea in dire trouble. 
lil:ODOR17. D. SILVA, Lt Colonel, USAF 

lommander 



HEADQUARTUS ACROSPACi AC.5Ct.:,:: AM) ii5COVEa SERViCE tMAC) 
SCOTT AM 	3CE, 	 aus 

28 November 1969 
REP( TO 
ATT OF: 

SUt LC! Otktstanding Performance and Achievement 

ro: 4 ARRWg 

1.• It is with a full measure of pride that I forward the attached letter 
ofrappreciation from Lt Colonel Theodore D. Silva, Commander 21st 
Special Operations Squadron, USAF, and the letter regarding the out-
standing personal conduct of-Captain Jackson L. Hudson, 602nd Special 
Operations Squadron, USAF. 

2. I concur with your recommendation concerning CaptaiT. Jackson L. 
Hudson. An Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service Certificate of 
Achievement is attached for presentation to Captain Hudson. Please 
extend my special thanks to him for fulfilling the "On Scene Commander" 
rale in such an absolutely outstanding manner. 

3. /  We are all immensely proud of the Rescue Forces that participated 
in. the memorable 6 October 1969 mission. I was privileged to be 
present at the official mission critique, and. there learned first hand 
of the professional competence exhibited by all Air Force personnel 
an the soundness of our rescue concepts and procedures. 

4.. This particular mission represented a true "pay-off" for all the 
hourS'stent in unit. and individual training, and mission motivation re- 
quired to successfully accomplish an exceedingly difficult mission. 
The resultS are Most deserving of special recognition for the personnel 
who made it possible. Please/convey my personal regards to the officers 
and airmen listed below: 

JOLLY GREEN 71 

AC Bell, Holly G, Captain 
CP Sanderson, Gary F, Captain. 
FE Hartman, Jack L, SSgt 
RS Gargano, Anthony, MSgt 
RS Wilson, John E, SSgt 
Photographer Whitted, Jeffery L, A1C 



JOLLY GREEN 72 

AC Nolsoa, Gary L, Captain 
CP Wegman, James H, Captain 
FE Lebdau, Steven L, SSgt 
RS Moran, Jack D, SSgt • 
RS Mc Farr, Anthony J, Sgt 

aizoam  e. 
ALLISON C. BROOKS, Brig Gen, USAF 3 Atch 

ommander 
	

1. Ltr, Col Silva 
2. Ltr, Col Campbell 
3. ARRS Cert of  

2 
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A IN OP. 4IC 	 8 December 1585 

Su44 CCT! 	Lettar of Appreciation 

0  • Commander 
3d ARRen 

1. It is a pleasure for m to forward thc ettaered letter from 
Brigadier General Brooks concarning the impressiveloce.s rissien 
performed on 6 October 1969 by the crews of "Jolly Green 71" and 
Jolly Green 72." 

2. The actions of both "Jolly Gin-2:m" orsws in pursuing the rescue 
of Knife 61 and 62 were true exs:mles of our Rescue objective . 
"That Others May Live." These acticris should serve as an =ample 
of courage for all Rescue personnka to follow. 

3, ?lease give my personal congratulations to both "jolly Green" 
crews on the success of their miLicion. 

L. The ARRS Certificate Of Anprciz-tion for Ce,-;,7:ain Jeck:i•on 
Hudson has been withdrawn frorathis pa:Aage anc: is being .  forwarduil 
under separate cover. 

1 Atch 
Ltr, ARCCO, 26 Nbv 89, 

atch 



ATTN OF .3C 

r"CUE' CT ' Letter of Appreointion 	 13 December 1969 

T°' Comander, 40th ARP3q 

1. It affords me a great deal of profeliional And prsonal pride 
to forward the attached letterSfram Brigader General Hrocks and 
Colonel jhockley to the aircrews of'Joliy Green 71 and 72 on 
6 October 1969: 

2. It is a great tribute tc thse resetemen that ti,cy, tnrouca 
superior performance an valiant disregard for their ofn safety, 
successfully effected the pickup of the aircrews and passengers 
of the two "Knife" helicopters. , 

3. To the preceeding eorreonceie I dd iny sincere congratulations 
and appreciation to these outstanding n,en. 

/ 	17:"-I012-1 C. FRA7qE 	Ionel, USAF 
ConAander 

1 ',Leh 
Ltr, 410, 8 Dec 69 
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40TH AaasQ HIST, OCT—DEC 1969 	 39 

Cr-w of high bird o 6 Oct mission. Kneeling from left 
Capt Gary L. Nelsen, Capt James H. Wegran. Standing from left 
SSgt Stephen L. LeBeau l  TSgt Jack D. ',loran, and Sgt Anthony J. 
Mearr. 
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4CTH ARRSQ HIST, OCT—DEC 1969 	 37 

Crew of low bird on 6 Oct mission. From left MSgt Anthony 
R. Gargano, Capt Gary F. Sanderson, SSgt John IL. Wilson, Gapt 
Holly G. Bell, and SSgt Jack L. Hartman. 

FILE 
(oacTc)'-\ 

tiNsCf./tQrc'En 



Legion of Valor Recipient 	 Page 1 of 1 

COL Philip J. Conran, U.S.A.F. 
Citation: Air Force Cross 
War: Vietnam War 

COLONEL PHILIP J. CONRAN (then Major), For extraordinary heroism in military 
operations against an opposing armed force as Aircraft Commander of a CH-3E helicopter 
at a classified location in Southeast Asia on 6 October 1969. On that date, while 
attempting to rescue the crew of a downed helicopter, Major Conran's aircraft was hit by 
intense hostile ground fire and he was forced to make a crash landing in the vicinity of the 
other aircraft. Once on the ground, he successfully evacuated his aircraft and assumed a 
major role in defending the crash site against an overwhelming hostile force until rescue 
was possible six hours later. Through his extraordinary heroism, superb airmanship, and 
aggressiveness n the face of hostile fire, Major Conran reflected the highest credit upon 
himself and the United States Air Force. 

Colonel Conran joined the Legion of Valor in 1970 and resides in Southern California. He 
is the Legion of Valor Adjutant. 

http://www.legionofvalor.com/citation_parse.php?uid=993842571 	 1/4/2004 
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euBJ ,CT: 4I331011 iftRRTIVE REPORT (1-3-078-8 'et 69) 

TO: 37C 
3rd ARRGp (JEARC) 
iN Tcfai.4  

1• This report is eubmitted 11414 ARRal 55-2/3 eaRCp Sup I dated 15 Jun 68. 

2. At r)7102; Jolly Green 42, Capt Heil 	ircraft Commander, was notified 
by Queen that 3oxer 1, an F-4 pilot was downed approximately 297 degrees 
25 miles t*rom :.ennel 77. 0715Z, jolly Green 42 was airborne nroute ec 
scene. 4eeoblems were encountered on the eeramble, 2,nroute eo scene, 
Jelly Gree_ :lad a gear ealfuneeLen -le 4:net the D.055::: gear would not 
retract, 	e. cycling the gear three or roue times, it was determined 
that the melieezotion could not be correotee. It was decided this would 
not interfor with the rescue. at 0716Z jolly Green 04, Capt Garcia, 
eircraft Goemander, was airborne as high cover bird for jolly Green 42. 
eing 6 was contacted and a corrected heading to scene was received. 
The survivors position was now estimated as 117 degrees 15 ellen from 
Channel 77. This proved to be a fairly accurate fix. At 0724, voice 
contact was established between jolly Green 42 and the survivor. Boxer I 
notified jolly Green 42 that he had visual contact on the helicopter. 
e725e Jolly Green e2 established visual contact with the survivor, made 
a low pass and dropped a smoke marker. Another low pass was made and the 
Rescue 3pecia1ist was deployed. The survivor left his raft at this time. 
Jolly Green 42 then established a hover justlieemwind of the survivor 
while the Rescue Specialist prepared the survivor for the pick up. 	on 
receiving the signal from the Rescue Specialist, a water landing was made 
and Jolly Green 42 taxied to the survivor. et this time the sea was 
coming from epproximately the three o'clock position, swells were estimated at 
6 to 8 ft with a period of approximately 4 seconds. A stable position was 
established with the survivor and Rescue Specialist at the base of the refueline 
probe. The Rescue Specialiet took hold of the anchor lanyard and wrapped 
his legs around the ladder. The Flight ;Engineer took hold of the "horse 
collar" which the Rescue Specialist had used to tow the survivor, and 
attempted to bring the survivor aboard the aircraft. At this point high 
seas washed the survivor and the Rescue 4pecialiet away from the door 
about 5 feet. They swam back to the door and made a second attempt to 
board the aircraft. Since the survivor was offering obsolutely no 
assistance, the ?light :-]ngineer was still  unable to pull the survivor 
Into the aircraft (the survivor stated efterwords that he had been trained not 
try to help the rescue crewmembers get him aboard the aircraft). Due to 
a strong current and rough seas the Rescue 4ecialist was again unable to hold on to the ladder long enough to get the eurvivor on board. This 
time the two were washed under the right sponson, and the aircraft wee 
immediately lifted into a hover, The AC then decided to make the 
pick up from a hover. Considerable difficulty was encountered hovering 
over the survivor due to the wind direction, current flow, and rough 
seas, despite the fact that two hover references were available (smoke 
and the half-sunk life raft). The wind was in the 10 o'clock position 
from the aircraft. The sea swells rolled across from the 2 o'clock 
position and the sea current apparently came from the 7 o'clock 


