On 6 Oct 69

The 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (Military Airlift Command) conducted the
largest single combat rescue of personnel, up till this date, during the Vietnam War.

The helicopter involved in the rescue was a Sikorsky HH-53B Super Jolly Green Giant based out
of Udorn Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand.

The helicopter (call sign Jolly Green 71) rescued five U.S. Air Force special operations personnel
and 46 Laotian military personnel near Muang Phin, Laos.

Helicopter aircrew members involved in the rescue included (left to right) A1C Jeffrey L. Whitted
(combat cameraman), TSgt. John E. Wilson (pararescueman), MSgt. Jack L. Hartman (flight
engineer), MSgt. Anthony R. Gargano (pararescueman), Maj. Holly G. Bell (pilot) and Capt. Gary
F. Sanderson (copilot).



