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Feburary 18th and 19th ( 1969 )

This occount of o rescue mission was written by LTC Rollond Speckman, USAF (Ret), with

info ond documentotion by LTC Whitney (ret) and SMSGT Lopoint (ret). None of these

three individuols where there.

lve tried to clorify exoctly what happened on the ground during this mission for I was the

only PJ there. The air crews may hove seen something different ond would have there

own version of what happened.

The time that I spoke ( in privote ) with Mike Dodd and Rick Petroski is the only time iv'e
given o mostly full account of my memory of what hoppened.

Please take these 49 year old memories for whot they are ( OLD ).

Michoel E. Fish

PJ 55-76

J
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The following story was inspired from an article in the SEARGHER Newsletter of the

4i=t ARRW anci subrnitteci by
LtC Roiianci Speckmail, iJSAF ireti
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TAN SON NHUT AB, Vietnam - Heroic efforts to rescue an Army
pati-ol and dowired heticopter crew earned SGt MichaeL E. Fish the
Nation's second highest award for bravery. Sgt Fish was presented
the Air Foi-ce Ci-oss bv Secretarv of the Air Force. Robert C.
Seamans Jr. during the Secretary's visit here. Cited for votuntarity
-!-l-:.-- Li- l:f- .l-.- ----- LL-.- A l: L^-.--^ t'-----.-L r.:-L --..-) -,- t -.^-..l tSK tg t5 L e tUt ture L dn If, llour 5, )el ged L rt5 5dVeU d A lly
UH-1 heticopter pitot and atso helped rescue others white pinned
l---.-.,. L-- J^^lt-- -.^^-.- t:---uuwil uy ueduty elretlly ilre.
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The heticopter was shot down Feb 18, 1969, white attempting to
rescue a smatt LRP patrot from an area in ctose proximity to a North
Vietnamese Army stronghotd in a canyon 28 mites west of Tuy Hoa

^8. 
(*,)

When the U.S. Army asked for hetp, a HH-43 from DETI1 38ARRS
answered the calt. Fiying to tlie hostite area, PEDRO 05 was
^ -^----.-.:-l l-- - r r..--- -. ----l-.:--dLLUr ilpdilreu uy nuey uuil5ilrp5.

Despite several strafing runs by the Gunships, heavy enemy fire was
l:-^-t-l -r rl^ - lrrl /'\ l- la- -L r- al- - -.---l- ---.--urteLLeu dL L e nn-1J d5 rL uldue tt5 dlJprudLll r() LIle Lldsll 5Leltc,
The rescue attempt woutd have normatty been delayed until enemy
l!--,- -.-,-,- -I L--! !l- - -^-^l:r:-.- -t -^--^---l -l !l- ^iire was suppressec, Di.Jt ine conortion oi Severai oT tne survivors
was described as "grave" and the unarmed PEDRO continued in for
the rescue.
Hovering a few feet above the thick jungte canopy, (PJ) SGt Fish
and (ABR) Airborne Rescue Speciatist/Firefighter SSGI Reeves were
iowered to the sround on a "Forest Penetrator". Once on the
ground,/4espite cor'tinuing enemy ground fire, /16r"u injr-ir erJ

crewmembers were given emergency medial care and tifted to the
l- -- ---:- - I t. --l-- -iluver rilg nu5Ky.

The loaded HH-43 departed for a clearing 5 mites from the
mountains where the survivors were transferreci to a UH-i for a
ftight to the U.S. Army Evacuation Hospital at Phu Hiep. Dust-Off 83(5)
equipped with a hoist moved in and lifted out a LRP Team member,
-.^- lrt l ^.-I l^-^--r^l l-- - ^-_.8---luile AtA dltu uepdt Leu tuw ut I tuer.

B)
Seigeant Fish now, turned his attention and efforts to the seriousty
i.-.:- -.-- l L-l:---!^.- ?--:l^L 
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Overhead, the Gunships were Winchester and departed the area to
-.- -J ---.C- --l lrr---l-:--- ---:-rl. -l----,. tl- - -.^^---,t-tedl l d U tetue[. Yvut K tB qureLty 5u nut tu utdw Lr re enefiry 5

attention, SGt Fish administered a sedative and continued his
attempts to free the trapped Copitot. He was hampered by a
matfunctioning K12 metal cutting saw and a Crash Hatchet that was
:--t.E- 

-^:---L 
rl- ^ !---:-L-) -.----l---rnellective agarnst rne rwistec wrecKage.
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PEDRO0S returned to hover overhead, but was soon forced to
depart the area BINGO on fuet recovering at Tuy Hoa AB at 18:55L.
PEDR024 the reptacement aircraft had been down for
maintenance, but taunched at 18:10L. They were vectored to the
crash site by Tuy Hoa Approach Controt.

Arriving on-scene, radio contact was estabtished with an Army
Guirslrip that pointed out the exact location as the wi-eckage was
hard to see due to the terrain and fotiage. Because of the high gross
weight of the heticopter and the high density aititi:de, PEDRO24
was required to use atmost futt power to hover above the trees. By
taking advantage of wind and towering the helicopter into a smail
opening in the trees, enough power was availabte to lift out one
man, the ABR SGt Reeves who had initiatiy deptoyed with SGt Fisii.

During the pick-up, another ftight of Huey Gunships arriving on-
scene observed and attacked foiir enemy sotdiers in a clearing just
200 yards from the ci'ashed iielicoOter. /-1)
PEDRO24 experienced a lost of radio communications. During this
time the RESCAP Gunships departed the area to rearm and refuel
teaving the Husky without cover. Departing the crash scene,
TWO-Four arrived track at Tuy Hoa at 19:35L.1 ,l &8)
PEDROOS refueled, launched at 19:00L passing two-four enroute.
On-scene, the HH-43 orbited at 7500 MSL awaiting the arrivat of a
UH-1 Ftare Ship and RESCAP Gunships. Extreme darkness and
deteriorating weather necessitated IFR ftight. Rendervor"is with the
Hueys was unsuccessfut and PEDROOS returned to Tuy Hoa AB,
Landing at 20:05L.

Throughout the night the young PJ continued providing aid to the
trapped Copifot. lvith the hetp of the fouir remaining LRPs,
attempts to free the pitot's leg continued. These efforts had to be
hatted wlren cries from the survivor tlrreatened to give away their
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position to the enemy. SGt Fish administered morphine to ease the
- -:.^ -.- -J -- -.: -! !1- - .-pain arrc quiet tne rlrai-r.

Surrounding the aircraft and providing security for their "Brother in
Arms", the smatt team listened to the enemy moving in a
streambed 30 yards downhit[ from the crash site. They fut.l,y

anticipated being over run during the night. C$fr)
PEDRO05 and 24 taunched at 06:20L on 19 Feb 1969. Arriving on-
scene, they were forced to orbit for 30 minutes awaiting the arrivat
of the RESCAP Gunships. Crown O7 an HC-130 was the On-Scene
Commander and coordinated operations through the JSARC (Joint
Search and Rescue Center) at Tan Son Nhut AB. Because of the
detay, PEDRO24 was cteared back to Tuy Hoa to refuet, thus
atiowing them to provide overtapping Rescue coverage.

With the arrivat of the CrnCr??pr, PEDROOs was cteared into altn\
hover over the crash scene. (ABR) SSGI McAiiistar and (FE) TSGtI' - /
Margagtino were [owered to the ground, fottowed by the crash entry
equipment. Zero-five now ctinrbed to 4000 feet to toiter and save
fuet white the pitot was freed. Within 20 minutes the Husky was _ \
back overhead tifting out the injured pitot, a LRP, SSGI trtcAttistar(/2)
and TSGt Margaglino. During the operation heavy enemy ground fire '
was answered with "pay back" from the minigurr eqLiipped HriefQ)
Gunships. Short on fuet, PEDRO05 ftew back to Tuy Hoa turning the-
injured pitot over to the 3i't USAF Dispeirsar-y.

After the departure of PEDRO05, MARDI GRAS 138, a hoist
equipped ARMY UH-1, started recovering personnel as PEDRO24
had not yet returned. Unfortunatety, during the operation, one of
the remaining LRPs stipped from the hoist and fetl to his death. His
body was recovered and atong with the remaining personnel
trarrsported to the 91't Army Hospitat at Phu Hiep.

PEDRO0S Crew
i 8 Feb 1969



L. I was the only PJ on the ground during this entire mission. *l initially

treated 3 critically injuried and sent them one by one up to Pedro 05.

1A. LRP team in perimeter firefight with the enemy during most of the first
day.

2. Fast movers were ruled out becuse of the small steep canyon we were

tn.

3. The way I remember it, I asked for the k-LZ saw and Sgt. Reeves after I

had the three critical out of the way. The co-pilot of the huey was trapped

in the wreakage but not in critical condition at that time.

4. * Still in FireFight

5. Dust off 83 removed 1 injured and 1 KIA

5A. I sent Sgt Reeeves up to Pedro 24

6. Still in FireFight , gunships killed 4 NVA's

7 & 8. Some time before dark they wanted to exfill me out by hoist. I still

had wounded and a trapped co-pilot. I stayed. ( 8 A.) Mostly quiet during

the night except for movement around our perimeter.

9. We sure needed gunships, they came in with Pedro 05

10. ln the morning FE and a FF came down with equipment and we were

able to extract the co-pilot within 5 minutes. The FF and the FE were

hoisted up with the injuried co-pilot to Pedro 05.

1L. Now there were just four of us on the ground.

12. As Pedro 05 left, a hoist equipt Huey ( Mardi Gras 138 ) came in and

took myself, 2 LRP personel and 1 KIA out of harms way back to Phu Hiep

Army base.

1-

13. Thank God for GunShips.
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tiiCc) Capt Daniel A. Nicholson (RCC) Capt Daniel A. Nicholson
{RCCP) Capt Charles T. Wohlnick (RCCP) Capt Charles T. Wohlnick

(ABR) SSGt Norman F. Reeves (PJ) Richarci
E. Evans

Mission - 1

Capt Daniel A. Nicholson

I*taj. Ecigar R. Whitney

SSGI Leroy W. King

SGt Richard E. Evans
SGt Michaei E. Fish

PruDft.tr}4. Crew
(trca) Capt Henry P. Fogg

(S.CC3) Maj Edgar R. Whitney
(fE) SSGI Leroy W. King

tABfr) SSGt Robert A. AAcAiiister
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PEDROOS Crew
19 Feb 1969

Mission - Z
(Ka{) Capt Daniei A. Nicholson

(RCCP) Maj. Edgar R. Whitney

(fE) TSGI Thomas B. Margagliano

(Ft) SSGI Leroy W. King
(AtsR) SSGI Robert A. AicAllister

PEDRAZ{ Crew

(PJ}
(Pi )

EDITORS Note: trciciitionai mission information anci ciocumencation su

Mission - 1&2
(iitL) Capt Witliam F. Austin
{RilCF} Maj Morgan A. Downing
(f[) SSGI Raphael C. Martin
(PJ) SGt Richard E. Evans

ppiieci by
LtC EOgar R. Wnitney (ret) and SMSGI Ronert L. Lapointe (ret).


