
ETEI/IIWESs STAItrUEI{T

olt, JullB 1969, cAPr JostslH r. HEnt,, wra5551tt cAP[ JAI'{ES F.ErIlKIEt
F1t78711; SSCf Eq{Arc J.E0LL0t{ATrAtrl18575r1 I AND SS0B CHf.ILES tr.SODEiB0OU'
aH55g?0o7, DrsTrI{GurgEsD rEErtrrErJvEs n{ acrroil I{ErLE 0s a sErncE aIID l$s-
cue alssLrn 10 I'1IIAS fB 0F PIfiIIfU CIfY.

.It aprnoxrli{alEly 1700 EoUBS 0t{ , JUI{E 1959, r nsIIryED a cr,I. rEr[ lII 0-1
OSSETVATIOI{ AII.CRISI TT UT COUI'IIITD EAD BEffi SEOT DOUS UEIIE OT T Yi, MISSIOT.
I M,Et{ II{OEEER O-1 AINCTAEI [O ME TF;rcM8D }TEA [O ASSISf I$SAICE lID
TEECIIE OIENTrIWS. UEEI{ I ARRTVED OVEN TEE DOII(ED AIBCN,AM I UAS ITFOT!{ED
BY OTIIEI S&If,CE TfrD NESCI'E AIRCI,ASI BEAI EflEY YETB SIIL! TMWINE EIOU]rD
EIlts IT 8EE AiEI,.

A BE4rF EELICOPIERTPIICIIED BI CIII EEBfi, fnflflril AT IEE SCENETI{AS B8IEIE 0U 8ffi :'".]..';;.11

SIIU floryrl$D BEeIS A IOt I,EVEL g8,[ICE FoR BHE AIIICBArr AffD CnEf Otr Ilrc. fEE
fAEA 0f SEltCE UrS 0r A IIOUTTAItrSIDE rfD C0mSImE]OF gIilOLE [0 ERI!LE
JI[rGIiE ClfrOHfr I{rfiI{G If ltrIOST I}EoSSIBLE f0 SEts BEI,oU tHE frEEg. SIOHtsItre
sloxB DtISfINe IIP IHRoUGE [m ClSotrrCtEI EEnR ltrD EI]rrr.F EoVErm EmIr
ArrcRrm Ju,r l3wB BEE [trEEg, DIStEolRDIre IEB AEPottS 0r ffiEMr GIIITFIBE,
ITTD USED IHE DCI'N'ASH OT TEE NOfON [O Ol T gOI,ET' III TEE CATOPT SO THEY
coulD sErRcu tEE enotIIID. ssc[ soDmtsoo]l, tHB AlilcnaFf I$oIruER, FINATLY
STGETED [M T'TECKIOB AAD CAET EffIfi..E AXD CAPT EEnl' EOOK IEE HETICOPIIEB EVET
IOi{E[, rO DEIEnMm IEE SEAII,EI 0r tflE CtEy, Bm UEIE lrrl3m 80 D0 S0. DISRD0ABDTN0
IEE FACt rEAS EI{EMr FoBCEs I{ERE XIrorIF T0 BE Ir tEE lXEl, SSCI EOLTOUIT,
t8E PAnf,-lrEDrC, V0LUITIEER$ EO BE IOUERED EO tm AIlCRrgr [0 nEflDEn UEDICTL
ASSISru{ICS. CIg[ EETR TSD CAPI EI}INE EOVEIED OVEBflEUD UEILE SSET EOI.LOUAT

tr{slEclrED [m llncnAtrl, DEnEf,I{IFIre rm PIIS! Wr"g KIr lm fHE oBSERYEn UAg
[0[ ET IEE AIRCTTEI. 8gO8 EOI,IOIfAY THEffi ECOUTED OTE IN fi,I, DIMTIOTS TROII
fm Dffirm aIncEAE[, sDrncEIxG FoR rm oBsEBvEt. DIrRIso tHrs ffirIf,B oPER,rnror
TEE $FIITE CIEI' }JENB YOLUTTTBTIY tsLIClrE IHEDTSETVEEI Itr A }RECARIOUS SM.
IIASIotr'AS 8m oBSERV:ER AIIERTSE Utg EUBrIre lffD CoIII,D ffiPIOD8 AE $rY qEoom.
rEEIE YATI IffiO IEE EEREAT OF OTOIfiD [E TIR EI{EMT EIM TND sSG{[ EOIJIOTAT
XI{EhT EISI OrcgfiD SEIICE hIA.S IT ffE,IT IERNIIORT. OtrCE ggel[ EODICIilY UAf'
BTCT Ir EEE AIRCT,AET ItrD IEPONTED TEAT TEE OSSENYEA }'AS TO8 Itr EEB DO'TED
arRcn{m, 8EE sEArcE IIWEmSIFIED. A EE,}, UrilUrE LArER 8m oBSERVER 1{AS

PrcxED IrP, UTTilJIIIED, rSorlr 500 ilE[EREt DfrrN EILI 8B0M 8EE CnASE SI[8.

fffi 1tsAItrOrX, FRoTESSIIOXAI,ISI.! lnD BilAYEiI DI$PIArtsD By rHIg Cnm lrEnE
IBoYE AIID 3EY0m THE Cltt otr Dlrry, lffD I rHERmffi! nECoMMEND EEAr EBEY
BE OTFICITLLY RECOGTIZED FOR, IEITII, ICTIOtrS.

ROBERT E.
I{AJ, I[
21gtb, avts co (mrt rnil)
COI'tti{Af,DIfe



EYEWITNESS .  STATEMENT 

ON  3 JUNE  14r, '), CAPT JOSFPL: t.  HERR, 	 CAPT JAMES F. HINKLE, 
SSOT 'TAD J. H, -1 1, Y, 	 AND SSGT CHARLES F SODERBOON, 

- "ISHED 	 CTION WHILE ON A SEARCH AND RES. 
CUE MISSION 10 MI 	OF PLEIr CITY. 

APPROXIMATELf Y. 	. 	0' 3 	 1 ECETVED A CtLL THAT AN 0-1 
OBSERVATION ATRORAI •N M 	lNi 	D BEN SHOT DCWN WHILE C,N A Vii MISSION. 
I FLEW ANO?RR 	RIR 	TO THE' RRPORT:' AHEA TO RRRIR;T 	 AND 
RESCRT- HR. 	 I ARRIVED R .  'R "'Rt. 	:.1:1C -.!A7TI RRS INFORMED 

OT.' 	 ;;;:lE AIRCRAFT 7HAT THEY WERE STILL RECIVING GROUND 
FIRE IN 'HE AP'. 

A HHLL3F HR ECRR R, PILOTED BY CAPT HER, ARRIVED AT THE SCENE, WAS BRIEFED 
CNE siruATI,, ANT. BRoAN A LOW LEVEL SEARCH FOR THE AIRCRAFT AND cale 
TWO. THE AREt 'F SEARCH WAS ON A MOUNTAINSIDE AND CONSISTED OF SINGLE 
TRIPLE JUNGLE CANOPY, MAKING ITXLMOST ."POSSIBLE TO SEE BELOW THE MN& 
SIGHTING SMOKE R.RIFTING UP THHoucii THE CANOPY, CAPT HERR AND HINKLE- HOM$0 
THEIR AIRCRAFT JUST ABOVE THE TdEMS, DISRRGARDING THE REPORTS OF ENEMY 
GUNFIRE, AND USFT) THE DOWNWASH OF- THE ROTOR TO OPEN HOLES IN THE CANOPY SP' 
THEY RoRLD SEARCH RRS GROUND. SSGT SODERBO - M, THE AIRCRAFT ENGINEER, FIRaut 
SIGHrEL :HE WRECKAGE 	APT HINKLE AND C,T HERR TOOK THE HELICOPTER gm 
LOWER TV DETERMINE 	-31;,16 OF TH--, CREW, bUT WERE rNABLE TO DO SO. DISRM 

' .3E WE  w 	„N TO 	_  _  T 	A 	 . 	' 
4oLLOWAY -"Mf3 c-;  tit 	$.• 	 re's 	•T 	'A RCRAO 
RENDER MEDICAL 	 CAPT H EA D CAPT HINKLE HOVERED OVE(EAD - 
3SGT HOLLOWAY INRPRCTED THE AIRCRAFT, DETERMINING THE PILOT WAS KIA AND THE , 
.DBSERVER WAS NOR -  IN THE AIRCRAFT- SS . T HOLLOWAY THEN SCOUTED OUT IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS FROM THE DOWNED AIRCRkFT, *EARCHING.FDR THE OBRERVER. DURING THIS 
ETIRE OPERATION THE ENTIRE CREW WERE VOLUNTARILY PLACING THEMSELVES IN A 
F. .'CARIOUS SITUATION, AS THE OR3ERVERiAIRCRAFT WAS BURNING AND COULD 
AT ANY RECOND. THERE WAS ALSO THE 	HAT OF GROUND TO AIR ENEMY FIRE• 
HOLLOWAY 	Y HL; ';%')UND S:,9CLI WAS IN ENFMY TERRITORY. ONCE SSGT HOLLOIVr' 
WAS BACK !  :RE AHCR 	N REORTED THAT THE OBSERVER WAS NOT IN THMAPOME, 
AIRCRAFT, 2E 	F•,/AS•H INTENSIF_ID....._AEW MINUTES LATER THE OBSERVER WO- 
PICKEP UP, UNrRRR9ED, ABOUT 500 YPjiS DOWN HILL FROM THE CRASH SITE. . 

PHE (Tit MWORK, P%OFERSInNALTSM AND BRAVERY DISPLAYED BY THIS CREW WERE 
LR-307 A'D tfl 	 r 	 Ir.) I THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT THEY 

2AFFORD /4; 	k 	•42. 	5 77 	4, 

.;i4 	 ( -FL, APLN) ('$ 	"-A./ , 
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On 3 Jun 69 Detachment 9 received word via Guard Channel that an 

Army 0-1, Headhunter 12, had been shot down 9 NM Northeast of Pleiku 

City. Pedro 98 flew to the area, which was considered hostile since 

at least 60 NVA Soldiers were estimated to be in the area. Elliot 20, 

a USAF Forward Air Controller, cleared Pedro 98 into the site since 98 

had a hoist and a PJ. The aircraft hovered over the dense jungle canopy 

as the PJ was lowered to the ground. The pilot wa Y.IA anr -  icbt;ever 

was missing. The observer was later picked by an Army Huey with e 

rope. No save was recorded. Mission # 9-38-003 3 Jun 69. 

On the night of 11 June, Detachment 9 received a call from Peacock 

(GC) advising that an Army patrol was cutoff and surrounded by NVA 

regulars 47 NM Northeast of Pleiku AB. Pedro 98 and Pedro 83 launched 

and flew to the general area using flares in the area for enroute 

navigation. Since no ground fire was evident in the immediate area, 

both aircraft went in and six patrol members were hoisted up from the 

jungle. The soldiers rescued were Bill Wilkinson, Frank Kohari, James 

Gibson, Richard Horch, Arthur Woodley, and Reginald Salinas. Ranks 

were unknown and all were assigned to "C" Company, 13th Infantry division. 

Six combat saves were recorded. Mission # 9-38-004 11 Jun 69. 

On 13 June Detachment 9 launched Pedro 98 to help the 225th Aviation 

Company locate a downed OV-1, Blackhawk 19. The downed aircraft was 

located ten miles Northeast of Dak To near the top of a 5000' peak. 

All crew members were presumed dead so an Army team of five was hoisted 

down into the jungle to check the wreckage. There were no survivors 

and no saves were recorded. Total saves for the quarter were seven. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 2  

EYEWITNESS STATEMENT  9-38-003, 3 June 69 

1. On 3 June 1969, Capt Joseph T. Herr, 	 Capt James F. 
Hinkel, 	SSgt Howard J. Holloway, 	 and SSgt Charles 
F. Soderboom, 	 distinguished themselves in action while on 
a search and rescue mission 10 miles NE of Pleiku City. 

at; At approximately 1700 hours on 3 June 1969, I received a call that 
an 0-1 observation aircraft in my command had been shot down while on 
a VR mission. I flew another 0-1 aircraft to the reported area to 
assist in search and rescue operations !  When I arrived over the 
downed aircraft I was informed by other search and rescue aircraft 
that they were still receiving ground fire in the area. 

3. An HH43F helicopter, piloted by Capt Herr, arrived at the scene, 
was briefed on the situation, and began a low level search for the 
aircraft and crew of two; The area of search was on a mountainside 
and consisted of single to triple jungle canopy, making it almost 
impossible to see below the trees. SIghting smoke drifting up 
through the canopy, Capt Herr and Hinkel hovered their aircraft just 
above the trees, disregarding the reports of enemy gunfire, and used 
the downwash of the rotor to open holes in the canopy so they could 
search the ground. SSgt Soderboom, the aircraft engineer, finally sight-
ed the wreckage and Capt Hinkel and Capt Herr took the helicopter even 
lower to determine the status of the crew, but were unable to do so. 
Disregarding the fact that enemy forces were known to be in the area, 
SSgt Holloway, the para-medic, volunteered to be lowered to the air-
craft to render medical assistance. Capt Herr and Capt Hinkel hovered 
overhead while SSgt Holloway inspecto': the aircraft, determined the 
pilot was KIA and the observer was not in the aircraft. SSgt Holloway 
then scouted out in all directions from the downed aircraft, searching 
for the observer. During this entire operation the entire crew were 
voluntarily placing themselves in a precarious situation, as the air-
craft was burning and could explode at any second. There was also 
the threat of ground to Air eneilly fire and SSgt Holloway knew his 
ground search was in enemy territory. Once SSgt Holloway was back in 
the aircraft and reported that the obsc.rver was not in the downed aire 
craft, the search was intensified. A few minutes later the observer 
was picked up, uninjured, about 500 re?tc:rs downhill from the crash site. 

4. The teamwork, professionalism and bravery displayed by this crew 
were above and beyond the call of duty, qed I therefore recommend 
that they be officially recognized for their actions. 

RO3ERT H. STAFFORD, MAJ . , IN 
COMMANDER 219th Avn Co(Util Apin) 


