FROM: ' Det 1,38 ARRS (AC/Captain Ellis)
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative Report (1~38-017-27 Jun 69)

Blade 4, 100D with negative engine oil pressur efore he could land the
pilot elected to eject. ‘At first report the bailout was overland so Pedro 92"
returned to the pad, deposited the FSK and firemen, and started off toward the
b position. XAs they approached the ) es ' SE an edr

on the 141 radial from Ch :
pointed and with the help of instructions from Bla
maneuvered into position for a hoist pilckup. Bu

helicopter crashed into the oceans  Meanwhile, Pedro Ok had been alerted an
was enroute when Pedro 92 crashed, When Pedro Ok arrived on scene, it was
still dark, although visibility was good, winds were light and the water was
calm, - Numerous lighted fishing boats were in the area, but most were at least
a mile away, Radio contact was established between Pedro O4 and the survivory
and he directed Pedro Ok into position for a hoist pickup, but Phan Rang Tower
sdvised that JSARC said not to attempt a recovery until illumination was avail-

able, so Pedro 04 returned to Phan for fuel, then returned to the scene
within 15 minutess " A C-119 (Shadow 61) gunship arrived on scene and he dropped .
flares to provide illumination, and Blade 3, the wingman of the downed pilot,

stayed on scene as a cap bird. Nommal hoist pickup was made at 21402, Mean—
while at 2130Z, Pedro 51 was scrambled from Cam Ranh Bay and while he was en—
route Pedro O spotted the four Pedro 92 crewmenbers about 300 yards north of
where the Hlade 4 pilot was recovered. Pedro O4 hoisted two of the Pedro 92
crewman aboard, and started to head for shore to drop them off, when Pedro 51
arrived on scene at 2155Z. They picked up the Pedro 92 AC, and at that same
moment a U.S. Navy swift boat arrived on scene and she picked up the last

Pedro 92 crewmsn. Hostilities could not be determined in the vicinity, but

arms and hostile personnel are continually being smuggled into the Fhan Rang
area on lighted and unlighted "fishing" boats, and the fishermen in the area

are known to have "flexible" sympathiess Pedro Oh returned to Phan Rang at
2201Z, Pedro 51 at 2209Z, then they met the swift boat at the beach and returned
\dth the last Pedro 92 crewmember at 2250Z, Pedro OL flew twe sorties for 35
minutes, Pedro 51 flew four sorties and 1430, All hoist pickups were made using
the horsecollar and a Mark V smoke bomb was used for hover reference, It had
been dropped by Pedro 92 before they crashed, and it burned throughout the en-
tire operation. All downed crewmembers responded and cooperated commendablye
They were obviously well trained in rescue procedures,
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Coubat and Mon-Condint Savos
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(U) The unitm undor smmop wore m::pomihle for 190 nom'bat

gaves and 66 non-co:rbat aavaa for n 'botal of 256 Gaves ror tha

c;;rar!..e:ﬁt'.6 Tho total m:mber o.i.‘ pives tdnos ' Docsubes 1961& .

260803 1810 conbat and 8lio non-combat.
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At tho end

Major Jimmy D, Gavion, USAP,

(U) 3ARRCp unito £low & total of 11,147.8 hours during the

(a)(cp-m On 27 June 1969, the hOAH:wq wag eallod wpon to
pavtielpato in a troop exfiliratlon from I-108 (loung Soul) which

of tha day, 111 conbat troops
8

wora extracted wilth only throe aireraft,

(U) oOn 27 Juna 1969, Pedro 92, an MI-43B, SN 59-15908, assigned
to Dat 1, 30ARRSq, Than Rang AB, RV ecrachoed into ¢he Gulf of Tonldn
whilo attompting a plelup of an F=100 pilot, Ione oi; the four air-

crow monbera wuffored sorlous injury. Tho Pedro crowmembors wores

Captain Williem D, McColl,

USAY, TV3118050; A1C Donald Re Pomorloau, USAF, ard
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38th ARRSq Hist, Apr - Jun 1969 %
CHAPTER IIIX
OPERATIONS

Missions/Saves

HH-43 crews of the 38th ARRSq continued to add to the impressive

saves record of the Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Service in SBA. On 17
May 1969, two Pedro (HH-43 call-sign) crews from Detachment 10 ; Binh
Thuy, participated in a rescue mission resulting in three combat
saves. One of these rescues represented the 2,500th save made by
the ARRS in Southeast Asia. During the quarter L7 combat and 58 non-
coumbat saves were credited to the Pedros, for a total of 105. This
brings the 1969 agzrezate to 147 combat and 113 non-combat saves, for

1
a total of 260 saves for the year.

Combat Losses

On 28 June 1549, HE-43B; 59-1590, at Phan 2ang Air Base, AVL,

4

crashed while attemrting a night rescue of a downed F-100 pilot in
the South China Sea. The aircraft was declared a combit loss by 7AF.

2
All crewmembers sscaped .dth only minor injuries,

Saefzt;r of Orerations

The 33th ARR8q was accident free for the gquarter.

1. See 3rd ARRGp Saves Logz.
2. BSee supporting document I, 7AF lessaze.




OTTATION 70 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
19 AIR MEDAL
frmor oAk LPAY crlmsTar)
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Haf? Sergeant John B, Tilsen dlstinsuished himself hy maritorious sghievenent
vhile partisipstine in serial fiisht as a Parerescws Recovery Specialist im
fowtheast Asis on P27 June 1D, On that date, Serscemt Vilson pertfeipstes
in the sucesssful evsewatlion of 111 parsownel frow 8 recote siSe that wvas
being overrm by rapidly advancing hostile forees. %Zis actiocns wade vorsible
the rescue of these friendly forees from within the srssp of the ovpesing
forees, 'The profesciomal skill and sirsenship displayed by Sergeant ¥ileon
reflect syreald credit wpom hiveelf and the Unitsd States Alr Fores,
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Ground loss, hit by a mortar attack,

Crashed during SAR for BLADE 04, F-100D,
Capt 1. Casper pilot/recovered, white flash from
helicopter, possibly due to ground fire. Minimal
injuries to crew.

Listed in USAF loss list, but no info, no entries
in SAR log.

Ferry mission to Cam Ranh Bay, engine quit, 2
restarts failed, crashed in water.

The helo was participating in the SAR for
ESSEX 04, an F-105D piloted by Capt Willis E.
Forby, who was captured by the NVN, when it
was hit by ground fire and crashed. Three of
the crew were captured; however, Lt Martin
evaded and made his way to Laos and was
captured by the Pathet Lao; at the end of June
1966, Lt Martin, along with USN LTIG Dieter
Dengler, Air America civilian Eugene DeBruin, a
Chinese National, and three Thais, escaped
from the Houay Het Prison camp in Central
Laos. Martin and Dengler evaded together for
17 days before Lt Martin was killed by a
machete wielding villager. Dengler was rescued
five days later.

Aircraft crashed while attempting to take off
from base on a medical evacuation mission.

Assisting in the recovery of the crew of a
downed Army helicopter, helicopter hit by
ground fire near Kontum, caught fire, crashed
ten seconds later; three of the four
crewmembers survived the crash.

Aircraft was flying rescue Cap for RAMROD 02,
F-100D, Capt Lindberg pilot/KIA, helo damaged
by ground fire and landed. The aircraft was
later destroyed on the ground.
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