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;,--p0Sa1 is based upon perscia:::: e:,..-porie aces -w-i -t:,-• thIS fre,4por.s taz4:. : 

...-,4;c r.thed, the operating conditions that existed in Pply.l:the tinle" i 
t of the ceasefire, operating conditions as they exist in Lao t V t...zind ni4 

strikc .i.rocc:dures as presently practiced by F.,i:l SOW with . -' • ,A141 A-1 
ai . e... - ..._:t.., This proposal also assumes that the: 1.1‘'.:',..S and i .'aS systems work. 
"as .-.....„ie-rtised". My personal experience in SZA began w th tranfer from i 
my -;),.\:vious duty as a test pilot at Ed -wards A1711, Calif to..* --- -- ''''''-. ----, -- 
TiLiora riTAFB, Thailand. There I served as an A-I str-i.e aria' reua. s,ort 
pilot. The unit moved to Nakhon Plaanom in July :::; , ■; .6 wi.ere I became a Willa 
ouL. ....vas Staff Officer with the 56 SOW. Tviv c.. 	ci V/ La l'i.'7. c c.,ri2 t?. rnec-3 
with 	wing's contribution to SAIl efforts and thz 	eifort, in the Barrel LAIALULI 
RQH 	also represented the wing at higher headquarters, including 

0 In the course of my duties I became night strike qualified in A-1 
rt in Loth the Steel Tiger and Larrel Roll areas. 

2.pr;;;-,: edu s fo r 	i -(1 a 	env 	have changed cor4L-cuzaly 
Wi 	cease fire above the 20th parallel; so has the reaction of the enemy. 

1s found that traps have proven very costly in terms oi both men and ecluip-
i..„cn.. As a resul,t, while traps are still 1.)eing -  used to some extent, the major 
eor; is being expended to capture the survivor. Several cases have occurred 
reee:.:..y in which the enemy searched for the survivor during the night, then 

was not found, the searchers and defenses were pulled back and the 
proc.eeded without opposition: in other words, they gave the survivor 

te 	rather than further endanger their own fort: 	anring other r e elle 6 , 

,...emy resumed an active defense of the area at first light, in an attorript 
-to 	their scarchc.:r's additional time. In almost every case when the survivor 
ilzie -bailed out during the day in terrain acees.siblo to the enemy, an intensive 
sear: was begun immediately and carried on all night. 

chances of a successful rescue is directly prc.:pgrtional to the ability of 
ut'v. ors to avoid Capture until the defense can be neutralized and a pickup 

At this time, our procedures are to concentrate on the major 
s. The personal protection of the survivor iJ aot being effective1y 
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- 	 By this, I mean that a ground searching party can proceed on 
,o the survivor with little chance of being cle:- .cot,tcl until they are close to 

.-,14.-vivor if they do not give themselves away by choothv, 'etc. We should 
ucrij the enemy ready access to the survivor as well as deny them the night 

ir. which to search for 
1 7 SEP 1990 

• 

"'he survivor who bails out at night is generally in a better position to evade 
beeuse he probably was not observed during his descent by the enemy. In 
inc:t cases, we could beat the enemy to hirh if the LNFu.. or INIRS system were 
available. (This subject will be treated later). The survivor who bails out in 

bite afternoon is probably at the greatest disadvant_ige, because the enemy 
h.usua.1..ly spotted him in his chute and knows the general area in which to 
search. A rescue is then attempted and then culled on account of darkness, 
and 1..1C: enemy has all night in which to conduct a thorough search for the survivor. 

hi individual we should help more than we are now doing, and I believe we 
help most with the I,NRS. 

L. Several months ago, 5( SOW, APO San Francisco '6310, sent a proposal to 
":-;c: 7 AF requesting permission to evaluate a ii.ystern for providing a measure of 
pro:ctIon for the survivor until he can be rescued. Tins consists entirely of 

and devices that are presently available for use in .S.'7.,utheasz Asia. 
this proposal, the survivor would be ringed with CBU

-34 (WAAPM) or is 
Iiigh specd i;cral.el. (airdropped mines) could also be u5(A.1 in conjunction 

c.l.:317-34. inc natural approaches, such as trails could ;Ilso be sealed with 
C1-: I T-:;4. Bozh CM-34 and high speed gravel, (or Dragon Tooth) can be delivered 

or F--; aircraft. The normal swath o:*.CI.:15.-3-1 is 400 feet wide and up to 
5000 feet long. Two aircraft could deny the enemy access to the area within 1/2 

z:-.e survivor. I might point out that the enemy is not only sealed out but 
i„urvivor is trapped within: this is a major consideration in development of these 

ta,.,:cs. Project Alpha presently has a series of Sensors which can be dispensed 
Oy an A - 1 from a SUU- 25 dispenser. These sensors could be placed around the 

.:vor and would be activated by any noise such as a shout, shot, or the detail-
atio;:. of a CBU-34. Project Alpha presently has 3 RC-121 aircraft in orbit with 

crews who monitor sensors such as those. They would be able to notify 
..scue force if any attempt is made to penetrate the survivor's defense line, 

n. i.ae threat is,. and location of the threat in relation to the survivor. The 
criers raining before putting this system into practice is the certification 

n. A-1/SUU-25/Sensor dispensing combination and authorization to use the 
in this manner. These -decisions are within the authority of the 

. . . :ander, 7A .F. All it takes is a go-ahead. The project officer for this system 
n:Co/ Morris, DC00, 56 SOW, APO San Francisco D6310. LtCol Morris has a 
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rso..td interest in this system, as he was s 	as a Sandy pilot and spent 
'4 2 in r tree while the NVN searched for him 1l n.ht. In fact, they sto,,p, -3 
tnioer4is true and talked for a while before uotatinain:; on with the search. Had 
he been on the ground, he might very well have boon et.pt-are‘fl. 

'1'ne advent of the LNRS, and later the NRS, willhave a very siL;nifIoarit impact 
on re operations in Southeast Asia. I feel a nevi set of procedt;res must 'oe 
developed to accomodate and fully tiilize these systenis. Many areas of Laos, 
sada as the 3arrel Roll area, are such that the Nas .1'.':411 be uoed as originally . 
ef,visioned. In more heavily defended areas . , tee helicopters will still need 
ocrj and ground fire suppression support. 56 SOW is presently providing 
night ground fire suppression support for night strike aircraft includi,v C-123, 

and A-26's. The normal night strike procedures for A-1 and A-26 aircraft 
are ,t.? operate in pairs, One providily, fire suppression and the other 'Striking. 
Thh prOCed um: has been particularly effective in high threat •areas to the point 
tiiat 	.tna,.ny casts guns will not fire if there aro r-,ro aircraft in the areu 
Operations: at night gives the advantae al:ror;.at. Gunfire is particularly 
easy to see and, while the aircraft's accuracy is .,(.41'::::what decreased, the guns 
can be effectively silenced. The guns, on the other hand, are at a serious dis-
•dvantage. Once they firc, their posi.lon is given away and the gunners cannot 
:6(2e: tar2; Gun laying radar, if any, is hampored by the maneuvering 

and by ground clutter in the case of a low, hovering, helicopter. it 
Lz) be perfectly feasible to escort helico•tera into a high threat area 

ander cover of darkness, silence the ground fire while the helicopter locates 
and cover the retreat of 	forces after the pickup 

is complete. Two additional items of equipment that will be required is a shielded 
bo,toon or other device on the helicopter that can be seen only from above, and a 
ground burning flare such as a LUU-1 that has a Lime delay after activation and 

hitt has at least a $ minute persistency. The 1:,-rourid burning flame is re.quired 
esder for ti lit!lieoliter to (nark fire er uther items of interest for the escort 

airccaft. It should burn with a different than normal coior(such as green or 
ri 	red), in order to distinguish it from other lights on the ground. It may be 

Lin:: A-26 with the new night bombsight system will be the best night escort 
seraft. 56SOW (i)COD) has qualified personnel, both Sandy and in the Night A-1 

and .P.-26 operations who can provide additional information on this capabilfty. 
would .estirnate that, if the LNRS or NitS was operational now, approximately 

o: 
 

the pickups could be accomplished at ight. It could possibly .even turn 
out dnit it would be preferable in isolated cases to put trie mine field around the 
;;L:rvivor then wait until dark to commence the SAP effort if the defenses could 
not spotted in any other way. 
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Tie procedures which. are presently in liSt for night strike and fire sup ;)ression 

dn.,Cal:;:y would have . to•be. modified slightly for uze as night SAR support. The 

*/)..)(2 nt procedures involves, the •strair.g aircraft stayiiz below appro- ,:imately 

6,0 ■A) 4 --40L, utilizing a release eltirade o: .7., 00i) to 	above tlia terrain. le 

calls in from a direction and off into a parLicular quadrant. The fire suppression 

...rcraft remains 1000 feet thove the 	 s.licilLly out to the side. 

	

l'.011 - iri call from the strike 	 liiraself to attack any 

.zreune fire that.he sees. He is free o d'o oaft;:.;i- the strik.e 4irers.ft calls o2f as 

as he avoids the quadrant reserved by the strike alreraf.t. This procedure 

vieuld have to be modified by bringing the aircraft in cl.;ser to the helicopter, in 

he area of 3000 ft. The shielded bcacc,i wouki 	e t helicopter visible only 

to the k:sc ort aircraft and the helicoptc„ess grouncl rnark,:rs will provide the 
re.qt.ired reference points. Two escort aircraft could circle overhead with 

separation. The lowest aircraft being the primary fire suppression 

airel-aft. 

h. •since I have not had the opportAinity to clear tIT.is ic.ter with my supervisors, 

I would like to emphasize that this letter is correct and accurate to the best of 

iiy ;.nowledge; however, it constitutes my personal opinion on the subject and is 

LIot :•n official position of 	SOW. 
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