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% Tuis proposal is based upon personal experiences wiil s v wa;lponb tm.f‘ -

will ke deseribed, the operating conditions that existed in RP‘L.&» the t me™' | _ :
of the ceasefire, operating conditions as they exist in Lao .

slrike grocedures as presenily practiced by 56 8OW with 4 ’ -_Lr\

;i;.x:.'.;':. This proposal also assumes hat the LIRS and FRS systems work

"ad wovertised!. My personal expericnce in SEA begaa wkh transfer from :

my previous duty as a test pilot at Edwards AFE, Caif toldia £0204 SOS.G
Udora RATATFB, Thailund, There | served as an A-1 strike and réscue susport
pilot. The upit moved to Naklion Phanom in July 1888 where 1 bocuame a Wing

Operouons Staff Officer with the 56 SOW. My cutles were concerned closely LUIJL
with loe wing's contribution o SAR efforts and the war eliort, in the Barral LA].A
Roll urea, lalse represented the wing at higher h&ad* riers, including

5

J8450T; In the course of my duties I became night strike qualified in A-1
alreradt in both the Steel Tiger and Barrel Roll areza,

2 Ghed 2t adares for rescuc in a hostile enviv SiinalE £ have chant ’Bu L'OixLLh.»g..ly

LAk L

will tLi cease live gbove the 20th parallel; so has the reaction of the encmy.
He ;‘J.L.._‘; ;or-.nd that traps have proven very costly ia terms of both men and equip-

5T

wenl, A o rvesddt; while traps are still being used 1o some éxtent, the major L "
eliore is Gi.:iﬁé expended to capture the survivor. Several cases have occurred ”G:LB'
vecently in wiich the enemy searched for the survivor during the night, then

wien e was not Tound, the searchers and defenses were pulled back and the
ceded witiiaut opposition: in other words, they gave the survivor

e ires

1o us rather than farther endanger their own forees., During other res "'ae.»:,

Wi ooy resumed an active defense of the arvea at first 1ig
0 buy their gearcher's additional tivae. In almost every case whed the survivor
riled out dueing the day in térrain accessible 1o the enemy, an iatencive
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search was begun imimediately and earried on all'night.

dt, in an attempt
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e Tae Chunces of 4 successful rescue is divectly proporiounal to the ability of

¥ 11
survivors to aveid capture until the defense can be neutralized and a pickup [ L[ ,'Lu.id
<y sighed. At this time, our procedures are to coucenirate on the major '
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Cilvhecse The personal protection of the surviver s ast being effectively
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woccemplished. By this, T mean that a ground gcarching party can proceed on

ot w the survivor with little chance of being detected until they are cloga to

e survivor if they do not give themsélves away by shooting, ‘ete. We should

deny the enemy ready access to the surviver as well as deny them the night

Aouzy in which to search for him, . . 1 7 SEP 1990

<. The survivor who bails cut at night is generally iu 2 beiter position to evade
becuuse he probably was not observed during .':m. dL-SC&ut by the eneiny. In

most cases, we could beat the enemy to him If e LNRS or NRS system wers
avaiiadle, (This subject will be treated 1atu) T’he survivor who bails out in

tie late afternoon is probubly 4t the greatest disadvantage, becauge the enemy

aas asually spotted him in his chute and knows the general drea in which to
seaich. A rescue is then attempted and then called on account of darkness,

W0 toe enemy has all night in which to conduct a thorough search for the survivor.
“his Individual we should help more than we ure now doing, and I believe we

coula help most with the TNIS,

¢, Several months age, 56 SOW, APO San Francisco $6310, sent a proposal to
e T AF requesting permission to evaluate i gystem for providing a measurs of
profection for the survivor until he can be rescued. This consists entirely of
weapons and devices that are presently available for use in Southeus: Agix.
Uncier this proposal, Lhe survivor would Le ringed with CBU-84 (WAAPM) or ils
Gyuivaient. High speed grwl (airdropped mines) could aiso be used in ¢ njunction
wilin CBU=34. The natural approaches, such as trails could also be seeded with
Cuit~54, Both CBU-34 and high speed gravel, (or Dragoan Tooth) ¢an be delivered
Ly =200 o7 T4 adverafl. The normal swath of CDU=34 §s 400 feet wide asd up to
Jubw feet long. Two aircralt could deny the enemy access Lo the area within 1/2
BAD0l e survivor. 1 might point out that the enemy is not only sealed out but _
wie warvivor is trapped within: this is & muajor consideration in development of thess
wweies.  Project Alpha presently has a series of Sensors which can be dispensed
by wit A-1 from a SUU-25 dispenser. These sensors could be placed around the
suvvevor and would be activated by any noise such as a shout, shot, or the deton-
stionof 4 CBU-34, Project Alpha presently has 3 RC-121 aireraft in orbit with
celdined erews who monitor sensors such as thése. They would be able to notify
“ie sescue foree if any altempl is made to penetrate the survivor's defense line,
wihiit the threat is, and location of the threat in relation to the survivor, The
Juv burriers remaining before putting this sysiem into practice is the certification
ol Lue A=1/8UU-25/Sensor dispensing combination and authorization to use the
eupons in this manner, These decisions are withia the authority of the
vedieaunder, TAF. All it takes is a go-ahead. The project officer for this sysLem
LiCol Morris, DCOO, 56 SOW, APO San Francisco 98310. LtCol Morris has a
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persvaal interest in'this system, as he was shol down as a Sandy pilot and spent
22 ho s la & tree while the NVN searched for hizs 211 night. In fact, they stoppad
daCer Gis tree and talked for a while belore continalny on with the search. Had

.

e been on the g round “he migat very well have bosn captured.

be Pad advent of the LNRS, and later the NRS, will have a very significant impsact
On recous operalions In Southeast Asla. I feel a new set of procedurcs must ba
developed to accomodate and fully uillize these aystenss. Magy areas of Laos,
such 45 the Barrel Roll area, are such that the NRS can be used as o:*gm..lly
cnvisioned:, In more heavily defended areas, the ha,uco;:iers will still ne:

Gseoris and ground fire suppression support, 56 SOW is presently p*ov;umg
night ground fire suppression support for night strike aireraft including C-123,
A=y and A=26"8, 'I‘"m, novmal night strixe procedares for A-1 and A—Z(} alrcraft
Lre W operate in pairs, one providing fire suppression and the other siriking.
This procedure has been pasticulaxly effective in Ligh threat areas to the point
Lant b maay cases guns will nol firve if theve are two sirerafl in the aras.
Opecations at wight gives the advaatage to e aivcrali., Gunfire is particularly
casy o see and, while the aireraft's aceuracy is scwmewhat decreased, the guns
Can be elfectively silénced. The guns, on the other hand, are at a serious dis-
wavaatage.  Once they five, their posidon is given awsy and the gunners canaot
ste e targels. Gunlaying radar, if any, is hamapered by the maneuvering
alresudt and by ground cluter in the cuse of a low, hovering, helicopter. It
apptars tobe erft.,chj fud::‘.lblb to eseort hEIICL.}ud;...» into a hwh threat ares

W TCEs upthe gurviver, ond cover tna rietreat o:‘ ;'ihi"-\. forca-s aiier ti‘u;f; pickup
ls complete. Two additional items of equipment that will be required is a shieided
Bual \bi‘i or od* o devm on tue he hcopter that C&n Le sesn only frovn dbove. and a

saal-has dt ledst 5 minute pcrsistency. The gmunﬂ_" burning flarae is required
2 Goder dor the helicopter (6 mark fire or other itoms of interest tor the escort
.-mn- caft. It should burn with a different thay normal color(such as green or

height n,q), In order to distinguish it from other lights on the ground. -t may be

LGl e A-26 with the new sight bombsight system will be the best night escort

e

afve fc-..—‘f‘t. 38 SOW (DCOD; has gualified personnel, both Sandy and in the Night A-1

and A-26 operations who can provide additional inforsiation on this o cupability.
:' W ou*‘ estimate that, if the LNRS or NS was vperatlional now, approximately
S0 ol the pickups could be accomplished at aight., It could possibly even turn

widl Lial it would be preferadle in igoluted cases to put the mine field around the
surviver then wait until durk to commence the SAR effort if the defenses could

aut e spotted in any other way.
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/. The procedures wiichare presently in use for alght sirike and five supprossion
provully would havetobe modified slightay for use 28 wight SAR support. The
present procoedures involves) the strfitdeg alrerals gtaying bolow approximately

8, 000 AGL, utilizing slease altitude of 8,000 to 4,500 above the tervain, IHe
calle in from a direction and off into a pa“’ leular quads Cuit, The fire suppression
<ireraft remains 1000 feet sbove the strile slrcralt aud slighily cut to the side.
On the voll-in call from the strike t.iz*cz:;..:; s positions ldmsslf to attack any
ground fire that be sees. leis free o do so after the strike adreraft calls off a
long as he avoida the quadrant reserved by the strike zlverall. This proacdur\.
would have to be modified by bringing the aireralt In closer to the helicopter, in
the area of 3000 ft. The shielded beucon would make We m.huap:c,. visible only
1o the escort aireraft and the helicopter's ground markers will pravide the
required reference poinis, Two escort airerafl could cirele overhead with
Wdlitude separation. The lowest aircrafl bc.m'f tae primary fire suppression

oy i iy £
adrerialt.

K. Since I have not had the opportunity to clear this lelter with my supervisors,
| would like to emphasize that this letter is correct and accurate to the best of
my wnowledge; however, it coastitutes my sersonal oplnion on the subject and is
not @i uxfiC]dl'pObi_Llou of ‘-J'E; SOW,.
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