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TO1 3tAnG (3c) 

1, On uns00000sila r000uo uoa oondootod on 17 m47 196) tor 0obolt 013, 
Se.ho airoroft, an n, woo hit hy rovund tiro at ap7roz1ontoly 1050.1. on 
17 !:4No uhilo flying a loo loon' oloolon over Route 12 botwoon Dolta 29 
toolDolta 30. Th0 bookooct pilot oithor ejoctod or woo inodvortantly 
ojooted frisk,  the airrlono. This report cavern thou, eativitioo rolatina 
to tho nonftylsolarino the room° offort. 

2. Tho Son4yn woro narnnblod at 1100L end airborne at 4115. stn47 01/02 
=trod on Boom at 115141. And roliorod roil 17 ao Oa 000no oomoondor. 

3. Tho loontian or the doonod pilot woo on a Porot about .??. nile ooct 
era in ploinviow or nmito 12. Rooto 12 rnns :nool ey North-Oouth and 
3/4 olio to the vast woo a ht(, honvily wooded ante= and tho torraia 
to the cant wad raw!), woodod korot onft nountaitoodth novorol well 
'mod troll° runnino up rovinoo into the rohground. Ono or those woo 
l000tod at tho narthorn bano of the orot ohoro the earvivor wan l000tal. 
Tho area woo Toloun to be hoovily dofondod with gum of cai oalibor aM 
runcrauo oor.rond troop,. Tho woot!or in the aroa woo coattoroA to broken 
Claude with b000a at 5,000 foot, 

40 rail 17 uni in the aroa prior to the arrival or the 'Jon:V[1 and hod 
the otunrivoo's l000tion pinoointod. Tho coxvivor otatod ho hod both 
l000 bro`oiro hip loft ax n brokono  cnO wna bloodiro. Croon hod lined up 
rozoor000 an.i Uan?.;o 01 aol-a)4 Nail 17 to direct the jot otrilola along 
the routo otroaturo. 

5. 0arA7 01 ohono to hold the Zolly Groans over the rough ground to the 
cont of the ourvivor. Attar Uall 171114 direotod the air otrilma alone 
the routo otroctoro Zondy 01 wont down to h000 the aroa onO troll for 
croord fire. ricovyrroalarno fire woo oncountorod thrrourhout the area 
and on a fire aooroosion raan up tho rovino juot north or the survivor 
the first ZIT! uoa entootootozod. Tbin ounnor an vory uell emplaced in a 
onvo ana urns vorY naos000lvo, roturnloo firo on ovary pano. Zinno this 
gun covorod oar the rorthernaroa dy 01 dociOott to concontrmto on 
copr000ino the aonll arno nnO then brino the ronouo holloo7tor in froo 
the ovath000t. tk..1.4y 01 and 02 dolivorod fire fororoosion ordnonoo around 
the vorvivor until no anoll a roo tiro woo avocront, roux 11 'o from 
the lot ,:;03 cono in aril dinoonood ou.19 onO tho four 'atzli;:o laid a 
ono/col =mon. Zando 03 loft no ocoro to brino in tho holl000tor whilo 
Ocooy 01 trollod lono the oro-pla000l entry route. &Inv 01 woo almost 
ovor the ourvivor when hoovyaniaocoroto 2:401; fire v onoountorod fram 

yooition north of the oroviouo alto. The roccoo holloopter woo hold 
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off ittilo Sank/ 01 airtoariD otriltoo tninnt thin nov .  pooitian. 
0r-vna tiro t t10 tint) tocr.no vezrzr honvy. Stri(':y 01 rnd 02, vilo 
1,7%itinz for thn jetni atred. to ZInte. tlniuly 01 luta rocket in the 
arms vith ono of no (lino prod thin cun did not cow up az:7Am :taixtmua 
vc.a7.on %Axe° mla 	imit 1O (111,43 and horlry rrc tento ground tiro ina 
o-zoirttorod on (moll -non. Tho „Iota 	vcdmnd tho oral wz v11covornd. 
vIth OrrOVITICO but mound firo rcrininod hortvy. lk-+.1.1 113 cc:ivod to roplaoa 
21.-0.1 17. Sine° V.-10 run portiii voro not =tidily mrarant Grimly 01 rado 
mothor firiarr mania rivo Tht1 113 it elofinato fix art tbo 	:Ito 
rp.r.nerzn 61 , 117nd m1 "T'i:.11 113 (11:trctott bono air otrikoo. At 14151, , Sa.,A7 
07/C409/10 voro C-1.14.0.01111) fro7.1 exszinol. 09: Sciady 07 cad 03 arriva1 cci 
no at 1451. and v-ro IrrioNA o tho nitrItion inoluding tho tot that 
tho r,urvivor Imo tr+,dly 	 Nrv3.1,7 and had Fiat ooze up on 
vole° for own' cut bo x . 0:7idy 07 took ovor Da cm more° oo:Txtnatir and 
Coxuly 01 robarnod to tam. 

6. 1510 hot;-0 lorsra. 7:3anxtr 07 drmolopod a ourv 	and otartod 
for Ma', looving '3ruvly 03 arkl 04 on tl lov eli rwnt. Sandy 09 LW. 10 
arrivrx1 vith Jolly Croc,....1 77 mid otitt+Illohryd a holding .pcittern fivo rdloa 
northwut of tho (51U-TIVC7:7 1 CT ponitio , I. At 1505 houro s.  f',.r.ndy 04 took a 
37 lit riM lizatiod for e! -Anrel 89. rinzicV 07 joinod with 04 old they 
11`r.Jid• 	rn (1,7 03 joi.nod 03 ra Vv.)loirolnt vinrran. 	 nryxt 
thirty 	Snzi,z1yri 03 rnd 	svid Voir 06 (11.11 ma) nada miltiplo trolling 

oa to dram rtro r.ndrpooltion. VI° t:Imat. 14o pooitionod and 1:1110d 
pozoinsi ZPU at tho nortlArot corr.= of tNci Itn.rut 	tho curvitrar trlo ons 
(=ail 139 r it in fvot rovo .rn) Tho only rorir-ininfs: thront tn.i a pooaillo 
P.Ptiror.o ttiOrntOr 130"ItZrt=t of thr■zt=,Tivor, on a b,-pa road. ITo vould 
not firo °var.,/ paw, tt n-..;vor fircyd ct ft rxr.-orti ea Sr,..70-1 03 nr.e.0 the 
docinicn to put r.J.1`. 4..nlo fant rmor 0.1 that goat...ion, rootriotinr: than. 
to nort)iaouth run-1,-.3, vont of tnr+ rout°. (Yail 19 1"1andlo ,1 thin a(nin)• 
At 15451. fir,n:ly 09 and 10 riovo(1 ro.,?+)on_tho 'mut() otruotar. -y vith Jolly °sloth 76 
in a olcarkr7 prttto-n ano zila oiiof the., 	 pociticin. Crauly 03 
briofoO. 1:Amtly 09 that an aV.Prs.pt veuld to mite to put 11 VI° Jolly Crams  
ueinc jot ntrthlo to ru-prort3 	txtr.rul Piro fro= tho vootorn ozous 
Peron, thio ocnld to &mo o 	03 it 	fo1tInd.1147.,7 1 d. vith a40 
enl, bolo in the Aznolarpot lonvimn.suaLly 09 no on ouzo ecrimandor. 

7. T-Irx3t 1600 hotr:o /ocry.l. Crnly 09 Obalitecl to attmint a rioktIp s  utilizina 
Nail 139 to put in ,Iot stzitoo on tho lint:A=1 ciao of Vet road, and uoing 

ervako to acro ■nn the) intvivo,on poriition ft tho un ponitionn to 
tho vent. At thin t1 	ruvly 011 had joinal 09 rnd 10 tvid 'no Cava Cian:lya 
put clotn emitto juot %mat of tho mtln-tvor's pooitiort. 	tho firot orno 
moo, crotrtul fix° frc tho vont Irfl notodi and Sank,  03 rinkod /tail 139 
to inorooso the fro.truoncy or jot otocikca on tho etn1 porritton.e. Sankt 09 
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tt.o 	to .rae..: th 1:1 -; .ons 	 too forJclIj Crcs.cn 769  
1. -4  C-2 	lay C:-°,7 • 	t:r.t t': rz.L-1-1.n citn::ld to 32C1", co 

	

140`), 	 t:o Jolly Cct to pall crat i:...-:n.a2iatoly if 
catr  	vas ancxxxato:,..od. fi tho .1013,7 Co loft tho boidirc 
arm, and 1*.eadod for tho sato =.2./zoro, to ItC:0 c,71 "sarvivortowhat° 
in al.(11t".. At thio point Sa...r.V 09 dimotod ce we 10 to join in puttinz,- 

firo 	to t=tom 	 Tho jolly Cr,....,on 
hovcrod for apnrcc3.::•atol,y fivo nintztoo, thon a:cited tho 	11'14r-a tho 
rce:riofcx1 ccd.thor,..:11nr,-.. Ito Dre,h= -•ctars1 fire 	obcorvcd.rto tho 
firot ance.,:o ;coo. Jolly Oro.= 76 r-cportre that a IV had boon loloarod, 
and t;bat to n,ivo hth to-m fazid d.L-adin hio chuto 	 CL.-ano 
of dohnrc.:1 to to tr.-1.1Jc° frjtimzfror.^,d 	 csrplGoivo 
ojec!,ion end lcnainr: on .  tto 1zt. 'no 	ronortod trio cr.LiVOr hod 
both 10;73 brol.-xm, loft t= tco.1= 9 	trvl boon bloodinc honviIys, Tho 
PJ ranched to cu.,...rivorat arrIrtrAnato37 16004 and seztimatod tLctdoath 
tr.d. wvit=rod ttx:, hot= onrlisxr. Sr:2 ,2;T 079  10,arva to..1 cocortil jolly 
crtion 76 and 77 badc to barn vitbout f‘nrtha= inciamtt, 

8. Thio SA21 offortvon us,  1.=mononal dtto ,to to 	ce.cm1 fire onmantarod 
in tho 	 ir.--odiato position. T4ais (-Antall tiro accortrrtrxl ibr 

1,0-1 aircraft harinr: to := tzith tettlo uo 4 proventod a 
pichr) attcrza toln47 rradolintill 1600 hours local, arr ,r.trezretki five 
hartro arta= tho ojcoMon. Althoty:!-. 07U-19 %no =oa t  it 1.r.3 not cfrootivo 
ticiinot tho 	lo=tod in ctwoo duo north of' tho ourvivarso pooitioub 

9. rail 139 did ov.totardinc Sob in dircotinc et? ctritos hxrinC to 
pictup attcrpte. Thi4i cloca co-orAtination botucen 	nrx.1 r.r.ru.trn 
it perzitio for L' 1;1-, lou loz-4 to cm:coot-ate 	 t: -:o :41looptorm 
to tt:o truNivoric 	t±on vi.thout havinc to 1:0=7 out t!:o jot otr:Ito 
air=t-it• 
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atitern" 4111M1Fill 
10, nn47 fbroas portielpatinc in this errart vars ca follows 

0;12%617 01 as r trz,  ar Thar= 0. 11.1npu 
Orizidy 02 :11.jor :Alvin L. 

, Candy 03 Orq)t 11.10h- rd 	rali 
Crtn,41y 04 • l'cjor Lorerz R. Alfroci 
CritMy 07 1/Lt Jon W. 'vin
Sncl 00 Ccvt 1Zobo7t V. Rath 
Stincly 09 Oript Joencz X1. lettOn 
Sriteky 10 Copt John L. Flinn 

crIANX J. TGrITIZON, Lt Col/malt  VSAP 
Oparationa Ofrioar 
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were pic:,:ed up at 141L and 137L ith pad 11 as on -scene 

C ommande r. 

(S) 0n 4 may, sandys 01, 02, 03 and 04 were scrambled on 

a partially successful SAE effort for Litter 22, an F-100. After 

aluival at the scene, a visual search was conducted but failed to 

locate the survivor. The position of the survivor was finally 

pinpointed by beeper. At this time, .50 caliber and small arms 

fire was directed against the SAR force. The Saadys quickly 

suppressed the ground fire and called in Jolly Green 71 to observe 

the chute of the survivor. A PJ was lowered who reported the 

survivor dead. The body was put aboard Jolly Green 71 and the 

SAR force returned to base. 

(S) On 11 1414y, a successful UR; was conducted for Manual 

42A, a downed F-4. Sandys 01, 02, 03 and 04 were scrambled at 

approximately 0820L. After arrival at the scene, the Sandys 

worked the Spads who dropped ordnance around the survivor. 

At 1009L, Sandy 01 called T.-lobos 1!O and 41 in to expend around 

the survivor, who could be seen sitting on his parachute, because 

enem-  forces were approaching that position. Then the survi vor 

lapsed into unconsciousness due to injuries he suffered while 

ejecting, Sandy 01 called Jolly Green in for the pickup. The 

survivor was picked up by the Jolly Green without encountering 

any problems. An electronic search was conducted by the Sandys 

for Manual 42B, but all efforts were unsuccessful. 

(S) A partially  successful rescue was conducted  on 17 

, 

1 
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for Cobalt  01B. The aircraft, an F-4, was hit by ground fire 

while flying a low level mission along Route 12 between Delta 29 

and Delta 30. The backseat pilot either ejected or was in-

advertantly ejected from the aircraft. 

(S) Sandys were scrambled at 11001, and Sandy 01/02 

arrived on scene at 1150L. The location of the downed pilot was 

on a karat about one-half mile east and in plain view of Route 12. 

Route 12 runs roughly north-south and three-fourths mile to the 

west was a high, heavily wooded plateau. 

(S) Nail 17 was in the area prior to the arrival of the 

Sandya and had the survivorls location pinpointed. The survivor 

stated he had both legs broken, his left arm broken and bleeding. 

(S) Sandy 01 Chose to hold the Jolly Greens over the rough 

ground to the east of the survivor. After Nail 17 had directed 

the air strikes'along the route structure, Sandy 01 went down to 

strafe the area and troll for ground fire. Heavy small arms fire 

was encountered throughout the area. During a fire suppression 

pass up the ravine north of the survivor, the first all was 

encountered. Since the gun covered only the northern area, Sandy 

01 decided to concentrate on suppressing the small arms and then 

bring the rescue helicopter in from the southeast. Sandy 01 and 

02 delivered fire suppression ordnance around the survivor until 

 no small arms fire was apparent. Four A-1s from the 1st Special 

Operations Squadron dispensed CBU-19 and the four Sandys laid a 

smoke screen. Sandy 03 left the scene to bring in the helicopter 

CECLPS:a- 1,:-.0 C11-■ ,^- 
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While Sandy 01 trolled along the pre-planned entry route. Sandy 

01 was almost over the survivor When heavy and accurate ZEU fire was 

encountered from a position north of the previous site. The 

rescue helicopter was held off While Sandy 01 directed air strikes 

against this new position. Ground fire at this time became very 

heavy. Sandy 01 and 02, While waiting for jet resources, attacked 

the ZPUrs. Sandy 01 put a rocket in the cave where one was located 

and this gun did not come up again. Numerous passes were made 

against the guns and heavy accurate ground fire was encountered 

on each pass; The jets arrived and the area was well covered 

with ordnance but ground fire remained heavy. Sandys 01 and 02 

were then relieved by Sandy 07 and 08. Sandy 07 then developed 

problems and returned to base. Sandy 09 and 10 then arrived on 

scene. 

(S) At 1600L, Sandy 09 decided to attempt a pickup, 

utilizing Nail 139, which had replaced Nail 113, to direct jet 

strikes on the western side of the road. Sandy 09 also decided 

to use CBU-22 smoke to screen the survivor's position from the 

gun positions to the west. At this time Sandy 03 had joined 09 

and 10. The three Sandys put down smoke just west of the survivor's 

position. Jolly Greens were advised that the run-in heading 

would be 320 degrees, escape heading 140 degrees, and to pull out 

immediately if any ground fire was encountered. As the Jolly 

Green left the holding area and headed for the smoke markers, 

the pilot of the rescue helicopter radioed "survivor's parachute 

/11.1111e4141111171111.1."'  
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in sight." At this time Sandy 09 directed 08 and 10 to join 

in putting suppressive fire against the western gun positions. 

(S) The Jolly Green hovered for approximately five minutes, 

then exited the area using the prebriefed exit heading. No 

further ground fire was observed after the first smoke pass. Jolly 

Green 76 reported that a PJ had been lowered, and that the 

survivor had been found dead in his Chute harness. Cause of 

death appeared to be massive injuries suffered during the ex-

ploaive ejection and landing on the karat. The PJ reached the 

survivor at aPproximately 1600L, and estimated that death had 

occurred two hours earlier. 

(S) During this quarter, the Squadron lost two aircraft 

to ground fire. The first of these occurred 26 April when Sandy 

06 was downed by suspected ZPU fire. Following completion of an 

uneventful Tango Orbit, Sandys 05 and 06 were released by Compress 

to strike with an indigenous ground FAG. During the attack, 

Sandy 06 failed to pullout and crashed straight in. Sandy 95 

conducted an unsuccessful visual and electronic search in the 

area until his fuel status forced him to RTB. Zorro 30 and 31 

were diverted to conduct a search. No evidence of a survivor 

was observed. 

(S) On 13 June, Firefly 20 was downed by confirmed ZPU 

fire during a reconnaissance mission with Firefly 21 along Route 7. 

Firefly 20 located 15 trucks moving along the main route structure. 

i 
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SECRET 

There were many simple water pickups that merely involved the removal of sick 

and injured personnel. Figures 24 and 25 illustrate such a recovery from a 

River Patrol Boat by an HH-43 Pedro. 

While every effort was always made to recover wounded and dying aircrew 

men, there were times when the decision had to be made to abandon the effort. 

The following account by Maj. Gerald A. Jones of the 40th ARRS demonstrates 
15/ 

the decisions that a recovery pilot often must make. 

"I was flying the high Jolly with Call Sign JO 76 
an 17 May 1969 when we got the call for a downed 
pilot. JO 69, the low Jolly, had incurred some , 
damage while refueling and had to return to base 
(rTB), so I took over as low Jolly. .JO 77 a 
back-up bird from Udorn had been alerted and was 
on its way to take over as high Jolly. The Sandy 
OSC put me in a position some distance away dawn 
in a sort of bowl of land. He held me there for 
over an hour while the area around the downed 
pilot was sanitized by 32 fast movers and 26 
Sandys (A-lEs)--all over a period of several hours 
of course. I failed to mention that JO 69 had 
made one attempt to get into the hot area before: 
the air refueling took place and had taken some 
hits. The Crown C-130 had flown all the way to 
the area: They had called in the faet movers 
and had also set.up.a MIGCAP of F-102 aircraft-2 
when some MiGs were sighted near the area. The 
OSC,had contact. for a while with the downed pilot, 
but said that his voice had gotten weaker, and 
that he had finally lost contact with him. The 
OSC finally decided to bring me in on a heading 
of 310 0. At that moment the OSC was not complete-
ly sure of the pilot's position, but decided to 
bring me in to see if I could spot him. After : 

 arriving'in the area we were unable to spot any-
thing that looked like a chute. The marking 
smoke by the Sandy showed nothing. I decided 
to make a sharp turn and head out to let them 
vector me in again--we were receiving many hits 
at this time and at that moment I spotted the 
chute. We had received an earlier report that 
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he was out of his harness, but I distinctly saw him 
wedged between some rocks, in harness with something 
wrapped around him. I hovered over the spot and the 
PJ went down the penetrator to the pilot, the PJ told 
me that he was obviously dead and had started to stiffen 
and that his wounds were numerous. His limbs were 
twisted and he was thoroughly ensnared in shroud Lines, 
and in his tree lowering devise, plus being tightly , 

 wedged in between the rocks. In the PJ's judgment it 
Would take a minimum of 15 minutis to get the body 
loose. Enemy fire was getting intense so he signaled 
to be pulled back up. We had been in a hover for 8 min-
utes. The engineer reported to me "we have him aboard". 
In my -anxiety I reported to the OSC that we had the 
pilot, but quickly corrected myself when the engineer 
corrected me. We were vectored 'Out of the hot area fly-
ing low and shortly thereafter returned to base. I feel 
that the decision to abandon the bOdy under the circum-
stances was a wise one since the danger of getting the 
crewmembers wounded was imminent. The area was red hot 
and 15 more minutes could have been deadly. We were air-
borne a total of 5.8 hours." 

There were many other stirring and dramatic SAR missions that are not 

related here, since the majority of them have been detailed in other publish-

ed reports. Those presented here were chosen to provide a representative 

sampling from among the wide spectrum of Search and Rescue activity in SEA. 

53 

SECRET 



Hosted by PJs in Vietnam 
Last Update Monday. July 20, 2009 

Site Mission: Provide Pararescue and Air Rescue History 

Silver Star Recipient 

Attention to orders. Citation to accompany the award of the Silver Star 

to Airman First Class Robert L. Harris 

Airman First Class Robert L. Harris distinguished himself by 

gallantry in connection with military operations against an 

opposing armed force as Pararescue/Recovery Specialist in 

Southeast Asia on 17 May 1969. On that date, Airman 

Harris participated in a gallant attempt to rescue a mortally 

wounded airman located in a highly fortified hostile 

mountain pass. After the injured airman reported he was 

getting weak and voice contact was lost, Airman Harris 

descended on the hoist while under hostile fire, and spent 

five minutes on the ground verifying the injuries as fatal. By 

his gallantry and devotion to duty, Airman Harris has 

reflected great credit upon himself and the United States Air 

Force. 


