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Te , 4n unsuocosaful roscuo wros conduoted on 17 Moy 1969 for Codolt 018,
The airernlt, on Fed, wrs hit Yy ground fire a$ op-voximntoly 1050L on
17 Moy vhile {lying a low lovol nioalon ovor Route 12 botwoen Dolta 29
and Dolta 30s Tha beckooot pllot aithor ejooted or was inndvortontly
ojocted from the alrelomw, This repart covers those cotivitics relating
to the Sandys Juring tho roncuo offords =

2, Tho Sondys wore scrambled et 1100L end afrberno et 1115, Sandy 01/02
arrived on soone et 1150L and rolioved Eail 17 &8s on poone cormandars

Js TI0 loostion of tho dowmod pilot wns on & korst about & mile oact
eyl in plodn viow of Route 12 iouto 12 rum mr;.ﬂy North=0outh and
3/4 mila to tho wst wes & hirh, heavily wooded plotosn ond the torrain
to tho ensat waa rouch, wooded karot and mountasss with severnl woll

used trdlo ruming up mvines into the roush growd. One of those wos
locatod at tho northorn beso of the knrot whore the suxviver wns looatod.
Tho area wra known to bo hoovily defondod with guno of all calibor and
mmerous pround troopde The woathor in the aren wag conttored $o broken
olouds with basos ot 5,000 fact. '

4o Tail 17 was in tho oroa jrior to the exrival of the Seniys end had
e ourvivor's location plnrointods The survivor statod Iw had both
1o brohon, hin loft nam brokon, ond wna bloedinge Crown had lincd op
rasourcos anl dandy 0F askod Hail 17 to direo: the jet strikes along
the route struooturs. :

5S¢ Jardy 01 ohoso to hold the Jolly Greons over the rough ground to the
esat of tho curvivors Aftor lnfl 17 ked directod the alr otrilos along
the routo ctructuro Jandy 01 wont dowm to hooe the axon md troll for
ground {ire, lleavy omnll armo fire wne encountercd tirouchout tho aroa
and on a f{iro ourzeosion vass up the roving Just north of the survivor
tho iret Or7 wno enoountoreds This gumnor was wery well onplacad in o
emvo and woo wvory ezroocivo, roturning fire on ovory passe Sinco this
cun ocovarod only the northern ara G - dy 01 dooidad to concontrete on
gupmossing the aall arms and then bring the reascus holicorter in Srom
tho couthosote Jomdy 01 eryl 2 dolivercd fire surrosoion ordnomoe eround
tho ourvivor until no mall & o fire was apraronts Four 4=1's from
tho 1ot 503 occmo in & nd disronsed COU=19 ant the four Sanive lodd a
anoko oorcens Jandy 03 laft tho acord to bring in the holicoptor while
Serdy 01 trolled along tho moeplarmod entry routo, Sendy 01 wan clmoot
over the surviver vhon heavy ani soourato 27U £ive wos ondountorod from
& poaition narth of the provicus sitoe The resens halisopter woo hold
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off whidle Sondy 01 divectod rdr atriken ssninat this now ponition.

Craund fira at thia tino becrne vory hoavye Condy 01 emd 02, wilo
wedting for tho jotsy atirgind thoe Z2MU'se Sendy 01 put a rockot in the
onve with one of tho guna nnd thig n Al not como wp oepdne  hmoroua
reacses wvoro made agndnat thoso ino and harvy eecarate groumd flre wna
enoountorod on onch pasae Tho Joto arrdved and tho aren wna well covorad
vith onlnanoe tat mround fire rominéd hoawye il 113 ardved to xoplooey
Yodl 17« Sinco tho mm poaltions wore not readily ewerant Sandy 01 made
mothny firing peon 4o pive Tioddl 113 n dofinato £ix ont tho e Tho
grrmero obliend end il 113 dlmestad roro alr otrikose At 1415L.Sondy
07/08/09/10 wore atxdoma {rom elxnnel 0)3 Sondy 07 and 00 arrdvold on -
noene at 144551 and wore briefvd on tho situnticon inoluding tho fuot that
the survivor wos badly dnfurod, Ll-oding bovily end had 5ot coma up on
voica for over an hoes Sondy 07 took ovor oo on peone oormander and
Bandy 01 roturmed to baso. :

6o "iroy 1500 howzw loesde Sondy 07 dovolopod a owyp irht end storted
for hormoy loaving Sandy 03 and 04 as tho low olenonts, Sandy 09 cnd 10
arrivod with Jolly Croen 77 and ertnllichnd a holding pattomn {five xdilen
northwut of the murvivor'o positions At 1505 hourvy Sandy 04 tock a

37 bdt end hoadod for ehannel B8Je Sandy 07 Joinod sdth 04 end they
Ri'de Sandy 00 jJoinod 03 es the low eleamd wingmane Durine tho next
tidrty sdmuiton Somdyn 03 rnd 00 nnd Volf 06 (Fea YAC) mado radtdplo tro
passos 10 drawv firo andrposition tho thronte Yo positionod end killod o .
nonadblo ZPU at tho northunot cornor of tho kawnt hump the muviver wan one
i!:ail 139 pat in feot rovers) Thoe enly yomdning theeat wna a possiblo
ZP ono kilorotor pothwoot of thomuvivor, on o Yypnos ronde o would
not five every pans emd navor fired et £09t movors 09 Sandy 03 mnde tho
docdsion to put multinle fant movors on that position, rontriating thom

to north/south run-ing, wost of 4ho vouto. (Vail 179 handlod $his agnin)e
A% 1545L Senty 02 end 10 noved porosa tho routo simotuw with Jolly Creon 76
in a holding patio'n ono ridle cnd® of the svrvivoz's pocitione Crndy 03
briefod Gondy 09 that on atiernt would bo made $o put 4n the Jodly Creom,
uging Jot ntrikss to su-prors the promd fire from the wnatorn orons
Defore thdo could bo denoy Cendy O3 wont Dinge fuel and RT5'A with a 50

, ¢tals holo in the fuaolagoy leaving Sandy 07 ss on acona oo tandors

Te @mot 1600 bourn loonle Sondy 09 dsoided to attormt a ploawp, utilizing
Tadl 139 to mat 4in Jot otrikon on the wootorn eide of the read, and using
Cil=22 smoko to poreon the survivor's position from tha pun poositionn to
tho woste At this tima Sandy 00 had joinad 09 end 10 and tho tlmoo Sendys
pat down proko just woot of tho muvivor's positions On tho first omo%e
pasgy ground fixe from the woot wna notod, and Sandy 00 naked NMadl 139

%o incronse the froquoncy of Jot strikos on tho gmn positionss Sandy 09
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wt foun o 1T R to mxlz thy nana oM errona routs foo Jclly Croen TG,
gt % :i.c“.‘::-.“.;.f;o Solly Coxen tivd Lo mueina Londing vl Lo 307y caenno
hosdiar 107, o edvisod 4o Jolly (xoent o pall cut Limodistolr i

oy oord £ix0 wes encramierede As tho Jolly Coocn left tho tolding

aron and headod for tha ool teriserg, tho 100 called “murvivor's pochuto
in pdshtv, A% this point Sondy 09 dxwatodl CC and 10 to Join 4n patiing
suprreacivo firo erpinst tho ikstom pm pendtions. Tho Jolly Croon
boversd for epmroialely fivo nlmites, thon adted tho axcs uairng tho
motriofod ardt heodinge o fimihes cround firo wns obcorved ntto- tho
firct ool pesa.  Jolly Greenm 76 moporiod ihat a TJ had boomn lowo-od,

ad thal tho survivor had ten famd dced in Mo Suto remmonne Crmmg

of donth apnenred to be mscive injiedos ouffered cuwring tho exmlosive
ojocilion pad londinge on tho komaste Tho °J yomoriold the ouvivor hnd

both loss brobom, left som brolom, and had beon tlooding heovilys Tho

PJ roached tho sumwivor et avmrazimtoly 1600L, and cotimnted st doath
hod ocarrrod tvo houss onlior. Sondy 07, 10, and 83 gsoorted Jolly

Cruen 76 end 77 bBodk to besa withont Nothes incidenty

8¢ Thig SAR effort wna unmucsessthl dua to tha M proomd fire oncomiored
in tho mvivor's L-modisto positicr,. Tdg promd fivo acoomtnd for

o L1 pizernft boviay €0 RTD with Battlo darmpoy and proveatod o

plaap ailomt tolng rmdo untill 1000 homg locnl, cproctimtly Sive

honea eftor tho ojection, Althowgd: CCU-19 wa used, 4% wao not effoctive
acudnst the 21U's locotod in enven due north of tho mzvivar's positions

D¢ Tinil 137 &13 en oulstanding job in dirceding el eirilos dering tho
plctup aticmte . This clesy co-omdinntion bBotwoen FAT ond Sond'm ondo

it persille for Sandy low lond to eoncontrmate on diseifins 4o lolisoptozn
to the ouviver'c 2ocoiion without having o vorry alout o jot strile
edrcorft,
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10s Sendy foreos participating in this effort were na follows

Sandy - or Thomnas O Mmn
sz&y‘glz-::s&r I’.dtdnln\ieﬂ?;nl
Sandy 03 = Copt Riokrad M. 1ald
"’ Bandy 04 = !'njor Loren Re Alfred
Sanly O7 = 1/1% me.mmm
Sancy 08 » Copt Robert We Kol
Sendy 09 = Capt Jacmon Le dnon
Sendy 90 » Cept  Johnm Le Flimn
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were picked up at LIALL and 1437L with Cpad 11 a5 on-scene
commander.

(S) On 4 May, Sandys 01, 02, 03 and OL were scrambled on
a partially successful SAR effort for Litter 22, an F-100, After
arrival at the scene, a visual search was conducted but failed to
locate the survivor. The position of the survivor was finally
pinpointed by beeper. At this time, .50 caliber and small arms
fire was directed against the SAR force. The Sandys quickly
suppressed the ground fire and called in Jolly Green 71 to observe
the chute of the survivor, A PJ was lowered who reported the
survivor dead. The body was put aboard Jolly Green 71 and the
SAR force returned to base.

(S) On 11 May, a successful SAR was conducted for Mamual
L2A, a downed F-L. Sandys 01, 02, 03 and OL were scrambled at
approximately 0820L. After arrival at the scene, the Sandys
worked the Spads who dropped ordnance around the survivor,
At 1009L, Sandy O1 called Hobos !0 and Ll in to expend around
the survivor, who could be secn sitting on his parachute, hHecause
enemy forces were approaching that position. Then the survivor
lapsed into unconsciousness due to injuries he suffered whiie
ejecting, Sandy Ol called Jolly Green in for the pickup. The
survivor was picked up by the Jolly Creen without encountering
any problems. An electronic search was caducted by the Sandys
for Yanual 2B, but all efforts were unsuccessful.

(8) A partially successful rescue was conducted on 17 May
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for Cobalt O1B, The aircraft, an F-Li, was hit by ground fire
while flying a low level mission along Route 12 between Delta 29
and Delta 30. The backseat pilot either ejected or was in-
advertantly ejected from the aircraft.

(S) Sandys were scrambled at 1100L and Sandy 01/02
arrived on scene at 1150L., The location of the downed pilot was
on a karst about one-half mile east and in plain view of Route 12,
Route 12 rms roughly north-south and three-fourths mile to the
west was a high, heavily wooded plateau.

(S) Nail 17 was in the area p;!ior to the arrival of the
Sandys and had the survivor's location pinpoi.nbed. _ The e survivor
stated he had both legs broken, his left arm broken and bleeding.

(S) Sandy 01 chose to hold the Jolly Greens over the rough
ground to the east of the survivor. After Nail 17 had directed
the air strikes‘along the route structure, Sandy 01 went down to
strafe the area and troll for ground fire., Heavy small amms fire
was encountered throughout the area. During a fire suppression
pass up the ravine north of the survivor, the first ZPU was
encountered. Since the gun covered only the northern area, Sandy
01 décided to concentrate on suppressing the small arms and then
bring the rescue helicopter in from the southeast, Sandy 01 and
02 delivered fire suppression ordnance around the survivor until
no small armms fire was apparent. Four A-1s from the 1st Special
Operations Squadron dispensed CBU~19 and the four Sandys laid a

smoke screen., Sandy 03 left the scene to bring in the helicopter

srvffy 8D




56 SOW History Vol. 1 i

Apr-Jun 1969 o S
K-WG-56-H1 SE‘:HE I

while Sandy 01 trolled along the pre-planned entry route. Sandy

WOLHRUUIN LD

01 was almost over the survivor when heavy and accurate ZPU fire was
encountered from a position north of the previous site. The
rescue-helicopter was held off while Sandy 01 directed air strikes
against this new position. Ground fire at this time became very
heavy. Sandy O1 and 02, while waiting for Jet resources, attacked
the ZPUs. Sandy 01 put a rocket in the cave where one was located
and this gun did not came up again. Numerous passes were made
against the guns and heavy accurate ground fire was encountered
on each pass\.‘ The Jets arrived an;'l the area was well covered
with_ ordnance but ground fire rmined heavy. Sand;ya 01 and 02
— A e 'bym;;:dy 07 and 08. Sandy 07 than prashe
problems and returned to base. Sandy 09 and 10 then arrived on
scene. |

(S) At 1600L, Sandy 09 decided to attempt a pickup,
utilizing Nail 139, which had replaced Nail 113, to direct jet
strikes on the western side of the road. Sandy 09 also decided
to use CBU-22 smoke to screen the survivor's position from the
gun positions to the west. At this time Sandy 08 had joined 09
and 10, The three Sandys put down smoke just west of the survivor's
position. Jolly Greens were advised that the run-in heading
would be 320 degrees, escape heading 140 degrees, and to pull out
irmediately if any ground fire was encountered. As the Jolly
Green left the holding area and headed for the smoke markers,

the pilot of the rescue helicopter radiced "survivor's parachute
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in sight." At this time Sandy 09 directed 08 and 10 to join
in putting suppressive fire against the western gun position‘s.

(8) The Jolly Green hovered for approximately five minutes,
then exited the area using the prebriefed exit heading. No '
further ground fire was observed after the first smoke pass. Jolly
Green 76 reported that a PJ had been lowered, and that the
survivor had been found dead in his chute harness. Cause of
death appeared to be masaive injurlies suffered during the ex-
plosive ejection and landing on the karst. The PJ reached the
survivor at Iapproximataly 1600L, and estimated that death had
occurred two hom ea.rlier. {

. (s) Dur.l.ng this qi;a‘z-{ar, the Squadron loat two airerart
to ground fire. The first of these occurred 26 April when Sa.ndy
06 was downed by suspected ZPU fire. Following completion of an
uneventful Tango Orbit, Sandys 05 and 06 were released by Compress
to strike with an indigenous ground FAC. During the attack,

Sandy 06 failed to pullout and crashed straight in. Sandy 05
conducted an unsuccessful visual and electronic search in the
area until his fuel status forced him to RTB. Zorro 30 and 31
were diverted to conduct a search., No evidence of a survivor

was observed,

(S) On 13 June, Firefly 20 was downed by confirmed ZPU
fire during a reconnaissance mission with Firefly 21 along Route 7.

Firefly 20 located 15 trucks moving along the main route structure.















