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Robert LaPointe

From: "John A. Reeder"
To: "Robert LaPointe" <rlapointe@gci.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2001 12:42 PM

Subject: Re: PJ Book
I was able to get some info from my dad. I had to cut my call short due to
my work. But he's doing some more research to see what he has.

Here's what I DID find out:

Mission on 4/6/69:

He believes the SAR Name was Dipper 02. The crew was in a downed F-100.
He believes it was the first rescue performed in the S3C (prior rescues

were 1n the 53B). The plane was shotdown on the 5th and the rescue was a
first-light effort on Easter Sunday. The co-pilot was Capt. James O'Pry
(instead of O'Pay).

Mission on 1/26/70:

He believes it was his last mission. The FAC in Nail 35 was unable to land
due to a/c damage. He flew to a point near Nakhon Phanom and punched out.
The co-pilot was Donald Y. Thompson.

Mission on 11/16/69:

He believes this was also in a 53C. The co-pilot (listed as Martin W.
Weeks) went by his middle name, "Wade". The F-4 crew ejected over the
karst in a box canyon. One ended up suspended from his parachute in a tree
over a deep ravine. The other was stuck on a ledge also over the ravine.
The FE manuevered Dad to within a few feet of the cliff wall; lowered the
penetrator to its full length (I think he said 240 feet); and then swung it

like a pendulum until the pilot snagged it. He said the PJs were unable to
get out of the a/c on this one for some reason. (He indicated heavy fire,

but I didn't ascertain whether it was above or below him.)

He's doing some more checking. I'll be in touch with him later this week.
(He lives in Utah.) Let me know if there are other specifics you're
seeking. I'm sure he'd be pleased to respond directly if you want to cut

the middleman -- me. Otherwise, it's a great way for me to learn about my
dad's experiences.

Thanks again!

John

5/23/01










