DA NANG (7AF) — FLIGHT EN-

GINEER DECORATED — The silver
Star Medal ts presented to Air Force Ser-
geant Duane I, Beland, 20, Bloornmgtun,
]ml by Lt Gen, James W, Wilson, vice
commander of the Military Airlift Cormn-
mand. Beland, a flight engineer with the
37th Acrospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron at Da Nang AR, was vited for
his heroism in rescuing six American heli-
capter erewined i the face of heavy
epemy fire.

Maj Olsen Scores
75 Saves In HH-3

DA NANG AB, Vietnam — Maj. Don
. Olsen, formerly assigned (0 Da Nang's
ATth ARR Sy, hus ended his tour with 25
combal saves,

Acvording (o reseue officials, the 25
saves pecarded I'r.r Mapor Dlsent are pmbv

ably tops furany helicoptes pilul in SFEA.

Just prior to his depurture from Da

Nang, he received the Silver Slar from LA,

Gen, James W. Wilson. viee commander
of Military Airlift Command, The major
won The award op his firg missian, when
e picked up w pitet whe had been
downed o North Vietham,

Twa A-1 “"Spads”
“Jolly Green Giant"

helicopter.
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DA NANG JOLLY GREEN SQUADRON
PROVIDES FLYING AMBULANCES

DA NANG AB, Vietnam — The versa-
tile HH-3E Jolly Green Giant is used for
fiving misslons that mean life or death
to many in Southeast Asia, But another
assignment has been handed to rescue
helicopter crews - - flying patients from
local hospitals to the Air Force's major
casualty staging areas,

Crews fram the 37th ARRSy at Da
Nang (lv daily to the 95th U. S. Army
Field Hospital to pick up wounded sol-
diers prepared for evacualion o major
Far Fast and U. S, hospitals. The heli-
copter inip to the 22nd Cosualty Staging
Flight is the soldier's first step on his way
ol uf Vietham.

“Fach morning people at the 951h call
and give us the number of individuals
who are ready 10 make the trip to the
loeal casually staging flight.” related Maj.
Russell G. Mills, a veteran rescue pilol,
“Using thew figures, we schedule the
number of missions we have o fly to
transport the patients.

“We carry a maximum of 10 patients
cach missinn In addition 1o the four
man crew, the medjcal evacuation chop-
pers Larr_\ lwo medical technicians,”

The medics take care of the patients
during loading. while flving and doring
n'.'.kmd "I ois a real help momoving
patients Lo the staging arca.”™ dedlared

of the 6th Special Operations Squadron escort a 37th ARRSq
More than 1500 men hiave been saved by these teams.

Army Sergeant First Class Joseph Satagat
assigned to the G67th Medical Group
{{eadquarters. “(lefote we started using
“Jolly Green Giants" from the 37th.
patients had to be transported by bus.
ft was a slow. drawn-out ride over humpy
roads. This is a much better way,”

PHU CAT PEDROS
SAVE B-57 CREW

PHU CAT AL, Vietham - fiH-453 Pedro
resvie crews from Phu Gt ritcently res
cued two pilots shot down sbom 12
miftes south of the hase,

The pilots were flving a B.37 Canberra
wheno it was hit by “Tl)llﬂli fire. They
e to make an cmeegeney landing 2
Phin Catohut when they Nowered the guar
a liee started and foreed them to ejert.

S Marine Fod Phantoss pitet S in
the area of the crash spotted the men
pirachuting to the ground. He staved 1o
g\l!ii!' the Pedro jlilul.‘i lo the downed
erew,

Fiest Pedro on the seene was piloted
bv Capr. Richard ). Buckhont. Aboard
W= shap weee ALC Baery 1. Herbwr, o
parareseueman, and Sat. Daniel L. Lang.
a Nieefighter, The Marine dicccted the
to one of the downed prlots who had
landed inou valley,  The CrwW
qui:.'kl_\ extracted him.

Pitoting the cecond HH{-43 (o arrive
wits Majs fuan 1 Migha, commander of
Pret. 13, 38th \IH\"‘I] Alsa on hoard
wits NSet. Dedbert 30 Buan, flight en
weeT, 'I'Iac' second extraction was com-
plicated hecayse the pilol had landed
near the top of a movntain, and his para.
chute was tangled in trees,

Sul, James B DeGraw, an aeromedieal
sprcinlist aboanrd the socond Pedro, was
lowered o the downed crewman by
means of  the pepetrator. Sergeant
PeGiraw  ent the ‘;li'IUT twose Trom his
chute and both men were palled into the
h:'“"uptr'r_

Twenty minutes alter the second Pedro
Lad sevived on the seene, hoth B-57 erew
men hal removed  from hostil
territory amd returned to Phin Cal,
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